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PREFACE. 


AFTER  several  raontlis  of  ftlmost  uninterrupted  lubor,  the  History 
of  Miami  County  is  completed-  In  issuing  it  toour  patrons  we  do 
not  claim  for  it  perfection ;  but  that  it  contains  that  reasonable  degree 
of  wMsoraoy  whieli  onlj  oovld  be  expected  o£  as,  is  confidently  asserted. 
The  difficulties  that  Bnnoiind  such  an  undertaking  can  searody  be  real- 
ized by  one  who  has  never  engtiged  in  work  of  the  kind.  To  reoonc^e 
the  doubtful  and  often  conflicting  statoments  that  are  bo  frequently 
made  by  those  who  would  seem  to  be  best  informed,  is  a  task  both  per- 
plexing and  tedious.  Yet  we  believe  that  we  have  been  able  to  present 
a  history  of  the  county  that  is  as  nearly  complete  as  reason  can  demand, 
and  the  book  exceeds  our  promises  in  almost  every  particular.  We  h«?e 
endeavored  to  set  forth  the  facte  in  as  concise  and  unostentetious  lan- 
guage as  possible,  believing  it  is  for  the  facte  and  not  for  rhetorical' 
display  that  the  book  is  desired.  The  mechanical  execution  and  gen- 
eral appearance  of  the  volume  will  recommend  it,  even  to  the  fastidi- 
ous. The  arrangement  of  the  matter  is  such  as  to  render  an  index 
almost  superfluous,  as  the  subject  under  consideration  is  at  the  top  of 
every  right-hand  page.  For  further  detoils  the  italic  subdivisions 
will  enable  the  reader  to  refer  with  readiness  to  any  subject  In  tibie 
spelling  of  proper  names  there  is  such  a  wide  difference,  even  among 
members  of  the  same  &mily,  and  is  a  mattei-  of  so  arbitrary,  a  nature 
that  our  only  guide  was  each  man's  desire.  Every  clue  that  gave  jirom- 
ise  of  im]K>rtant  facte  connected  with  the  county's  history  has  been  in- 
vestigate<l  by  those  engaged  in  the  work.  Wt>  Ijelieve  the  volume  will 
be  favorably  received  and  highly  appreciated  by  those  for  whom  it  was 
prepared.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  those  who  have  rendered  us  assistance, 
and  to  our  patrons. 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 

Chicago,  III.,  March,  1687. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS 


PAET  I-HISTOET  OF  IITOIANA. 


CHAPTEB  L 
PUKiTlHTOBir  RAriat— ■  


AnUq"<tlea  . 


^  u 


rbiuL^sf,  The. 
Piacovery  by  C'olumbug7 


^.  19 


£xplor«tlone  by  Uie  » tUKwI! 


~g3 
"77 


Indiana.  I  he.....  >.  St 


^imtgrmtton.  The  First. 
ImmlgratlOD,  The  Second. 


rynuulda,  etc  ,  i  be... 
RflUa  or  ibfl  MQund-BiiMtiL 


"2T 


SavaKe  CuMoam   34 


Tartara,  TlIF 
Vlncennes. 


23 


Wabaah  Riter.  The  .... 
Whii«M«a,  The  First.. 


.H9 
"S7 


CHAPTER IL 


National  Poucig«.ETc   41 

American  Policy.  The   4« 


Atrocity  (if  tho  ^avagca.. 

gBTDIDK  Ol  llILltOD  

British  1  'oUcy ,  The . 


Clark  «  Kxptfclitlon.. 
French  tjcWue.  I'Ee 


OUbaiiit.  Father    

~(»OTemnient  of  the  North weaC7 

Tlamtltnn'ii  Career  

Liquor  and  Oamipg  l^awa  

Mlaalouariea.  The  (  aihoUc.  

Ordinance  of  IThT..!  ....7^ 


Pontlao'sWu-. 
Ruaa  Aniaai  the  Indians. 
Vigo,  FrancU.  


IT 

74 

46 
64 

6 


CHAPTEB  m. 
Op»»ATinTfa  AfiAiNSTTnElitDiAXH   W 


K>ttln  at  Honrin  l.ntp  

...  int 

...  n 

...  fct 

...  76 

...  76 

....  70 

Exnedltlon  of  St.  Clair..—  

...  7* 

Expedition  of  Williamson  

...  78 

Harrison  and  tbo  Indiana  

.,.  K7 

...  78 

...  75 

...  103 

...  114 

...  h<) 

I'parA  with  thA  indiBna  

MA 

....  luS 

....  98 

War  nf  INI'i  

...  101 

CHAPTER  IV. 

lAantATION  0»  TSPIAVA  Tkrritory  

....  1-20 

County  Orticea,  Appointment  of.  

....  119 

InHi.nn  In  JHli* 

...  U. 

....  84 

rn AFTER  V. 


Oboasization  of  the  State,  KTa...« 
Amendment.  The  Fifteenth  


black  Hawk  WiT 


Constitution.  Formation  of  the... 

Ciniipal^ii.<  Ai^-niust  the  IndlansT! 
Defeat  of  liittck  Httwlt7 


Kxodua  of  th«  Indiana 


General  Aaaembly,  The  Finrt. 


uuadalupe-mdaigb.  l  reaty~on 
Maroiony  t'ommuijlty  


rr.rrr»in 


Iinmigration.   

I^fayette.  Action  at. 


Ijinrt  .Salfw. 


181 

_m 

A2i 
128 

_m 
in 
Til 

_m 

■  127 


Mexican  War.  The.. 


136 
144 


CHAPTKR  VT 
IHDIANA  1WTHKRKBEM.ION. 


Batteries  of  Light  Infantry,. 


Call  to  Arms.  The. 


_14a 
182 

IBS 


colored  Troopa  of  lndUna.J7 
Calto  of  18647 


Field.  In  thcZ7 


Independent  Caralry  Regiment!. 
Morgan's  icald. 


Mlnut<--.Meo. 


One  Hundml  Days'  Men.... 
Kexinteuta,  Konuatlon  0^7 


Keglmen Is.  Sketch  of..-,, 
Blx  Montha'  Regiments.. 


149 

_m 

_12I 
181 

176 

17! 


CHAPTER  VIL 
Statu  AyyAimi  Aftrb  tru  Rgii»T.T.iftv  . 


Agriculture. 


DiTorae  LawH. 


209 

_2ai 


Flnanees.. 


Geology..  

Internal  Improvements  

Indiana  Horiicuhural  Society. 
Indiana  rroiHoIutviciil  .'Society... 


JiKl 
205 
212 


Kpeciai  Laws... 


state  Hank. 


State  Board  of  Agriculture  . 
State  Espoaitions...... ......... 

Wealth  and  Progress..  


CHAPTER  Vni. 
KntrcATioy  avd  BgKKvni.icwne.  


Blind  Institute.  The-, 
Vitr  School  SysteroT" 


210 
197 


_21fi 


232 


218 


f'ompensatlon  of  Teachers  220 

r>enomlni~^ 
Deaf  and 


Education. 


ana  I'rIvatQ  Inittitutlon*.. 
Dumb  Inntitiit..  


Fniimi»riiHfin  nf  .^rlmlunt 


Family  Won»lilp.. 
Free!»chool  i-ystem,  The..T 
I'^pds,  Managenienl  of  tHc. 


_21S 


258 


Female  I'rison  and  Keformatory- 
IIouseof  Kefugc.  The  

Insane  Hospital.  The. 


Northern  Indiana  Normal  School. 


"ZiT 

"ESS 


Origin  of  School  Funda  221 


Purdue  t.'uiverglty 


Bute  Univoraltv  The. 
Htate  Normal  School!.. 


m. 


State  I'ri.vin,  .^uth'. 
State  rrlitou.  North. 


222 

_22a 


•z;!9 


Total  School  Ftiiida. 


_22U 


HISTORY  OF  INDIANA. 


FOBUEB  OCOUPAUm 


PREHISTORIC  KA(  KS. 

Seientists  have  ascribed  to  the  Moand  Builders  varied  origins, 

and  though  their  divergence  of  opinion  may  for  a  time  seem  incom- 
patible with  a  thoroii^li  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  tend  to 
a  confusion  of  ideas,  no  doubt  whatever  can  exist  as  to  tlie  compar- 
ative accuracy  of  conclusions  arrived  at  by  some  of  tliem.  Like 
the  vexed  (juestion  of  the  Pillar  Towers  of  Ireland,  it  has  caused 
much  Bpectilation,  and  elicited  the  opiniohs  of  so  many  learned 
antiquarians,  ethnologists  and  travelers,  that  it  will  not  be  found 
beyond  the  range  of  possibility  to  make  dednetions  that  may 
eufSce  to  aolve  the  problem  who  were  the  prehistorie  settlers  of 
America.  To  achieve  this  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  beyond  the 
period  over  which  Scripture  histoiy  «rt6nds»  or  to  indulge  in  those 
airy  flights  of  imagination  so  sadly  identified  with  oocasional 
writers  of  even  the  Christian  school,  and  all  the  accepted  literary 
exponents  of  modern  paganism. 

That  this  continent  is  co-existent  with  the  world  of  the  ancients 
cannot  be  questioned.  Every  investigation,  instituted  under  the 
auspices  of  modern  civilization,  contirms  the  fact  and  leaves  no 
channel  open  through  which  the  skeptic  can  escape  the  thorough 
refutation  of  his  opinions.  Cliina,  with  its  numerous  living  testi- 
niunials  of  antiquity,  with  its  ancient,  though  limited  literature 
and  its  Babelish  superstiUonSi  claims  a  continuous  history  from 
antediluvian  times;  bnt  althongh  Its  continnity  may  be  denied 
with  every  just  reason,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  transmission 
of  a  hieroglyphic  record  of  its  history  prior  to  16d6  anno  mundi, 
sinoe  many  traces  of  its  early  settlement  survived  the  Deluge,  and 
became  saored  objects  of  the  first  historical  epoch.  This  very  sur- 
vival of  a  record,  such  as  that  of  which  the  Chinese  boast,  is  not 
at  variance  with  the  designs  of  a  God  who  made  and  ruled  the 
universe;  but  that  an  antediluvian  people  inhabited  this  continent, 
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periodioal  visiting  gods,  surrendered  their  bodies  to  natural  absorp- 
tion or  annihilation,  and  watched  ior  the  return  of  some  transmi* 
grated  soul,  the  while  adoring  the  universe,  which  with  all  beings 
they  believed  would  be  eterimlly  existent.  They  possessed  religious 
orders  correepoiiding  in  external  show  at  least  with  the  Essenes  or 
Theraputaj  of  the  pre-Christian  and  Christian  epochs,  and  to  the 
reformed  Theraputiu  or  monks  of  the  present.  Every  memento 
of  their  coming  and  their  stay  which  has  descended  to  us  is  an  evi- 
dence of  their  civilized  condition.  The  free  copper  found  within 
thetamnli;  the  open  veins  of  the  Superior  and  Iron  Mountain 
oopper-mines,  with  all  ihomodw  operandiof  tmimt  mining,  snefa 
as  ladders,  levers,  chisels,  and  hammer-heads,  discovered  by  the 
French  explorers  of  the  Northwest  and  the  Mississippi,  f>re  condn- 
sive  proofe  that  those  prehistoric  people  were  highly  civilized,  and 
that  many  flonrishing  colonies  were  spread  thronghont  the  Missis- 
sippi valley,  while  yet  the  mammoth,  the  mastodon,  and  a  hundred 
other  animals,  now  only  known  by  their  ^it^antic  fossil  remains, 
guarded  the  eastern  shore  of  the  continent  as  it  were  against  sup- 
posed invasions  of  the  Tower  Builders  who  went  west  from  Bahol; 
while  yet  the  beautiful  isles  of  the  Antilles  formed  an  integral 
portion  of  this  continent,  lung  years  before  the  European  Northman 
dreamed  of  setting  forth  to  the  discovery  of  Greenland  and  the 
northern  isles,  and  oertainiy  at  »  time  when  all  that  portion  ui 
America  north  of  latitude  45^  was  an  ice-ineumbered  wasta 

Within  the  last  few  years  great  advances  have  been  made  toward 
the  disooveiy  of  antiquities  whether  pertaining  to  remains  of  organic 
or  inoiganle  nature.  Together  with  many  small,  but  telling 
relics  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  oonntry,  the  fossils  of  pre- 
historic animals  have  been  uneartlied  from  end  to  end  of  the  land, 
and  in  districts,  too,  long  pronounced  by  geologists  of  some  repute 
to  be  without  even  a  vestiire  of  vertebrate  foBsils.  Amon^  the 
collected  souvenirs  of  an  age  about  which  so  vi;ry  little  is  known, 
are  twenty-iive  vertebrtB  averaj^ing  thirteen  inches  in  diameter, 
and  three  vertebrte  ossified  together  measure  nine  cubical  feet;  a 
thigh-bone  five  feet  long  by  twenty-eiglit,  by  twelve  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  shaft  fourteen  hy  eight  inches  thick,  the  entire 
lot  weighing  600  lbs.  These  fossils  are  presumed  to  belong  to  the 
eretaoeons  period,  when  the  Dinosaur  roamed  over  the  country  from 
East  to  West,  desolating  the  villages  of  the  people.  This  animal 
is  said  to  have  been  sixty  feet  long,  and  when  feeding  in  oypress 
and  palm  forests,  to  extend  himself  eigh^-five  feet,  so  that  he  may 
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devour  the  baddiug  tops  of  those  great  trees.  Other  efforts  ia  diis 
direction  mftj  lead  to  great  reenlts,  and  culminate  probably  in  the 
discovery  of  a  tablet  engraven  bj  some  learned  Monnd  Builder, 
describing  in  the  ancient  hieroglyphics  of  China  all  these  men  and 

beasts  whose  history  excites  so  much  speculation.  The  identity  of 
the  Mound  Biiilders  with  the  Afongolians  mi!?ht  lead  us  to  hope 
for  Bucli  a  consummation;  nor  is  it  beyond  tlic  range  of  probaliility, 
particularly  in  this  practical  age,  to  tind  the  future  labors  of  some 
industrious  antiquarian  requited  by  the  upheaval  of  a  tablet,  written 
in  the  Tartar  characters  of  1700  years  ago,  bearing  on  a  subject 
which  can  now  be  treated  only  on  a  purely  cirenmstaatial  basis. 

THE  8E0OMD  lAUlIOBATION 

may  have  begun  a  few  centuries  prior  to  the  Christian  era,'and 

unlike  the  former  expedition  or  expeditions,  to  have  traversed  north- 
eastern Apia  to  its  Arctic  confines,  and  then  cast  to  the  narrow 
channel  now  known  as  iJeiiring's  Straits,  which  they  crossed,  and 
sailing  up  the  unchanging  Yukon,  settled  under  the  shadow  of 
Mount  St  Elias  for  many  years,  and  pushing  South  commingled 
with  their  countrymen,  soon  acquiring  the  eharacteristies  of  the 
descendants  of  the  first  colonists.  Chinese  chronicles  tell  pf  such 
a  people  who  went  North  and  were  never  heard  of  more.  Oircum- 
atances  conspire  to  render  that  particular  colony  the  carriers  of  a 
new  religious  faith  and  of  an  alphabetic  system  of  a  representative 
character  to  the  old  colonists,  and  they,  doubtless,  exercised  a  most 
beneficial  influence  in  other  respects  ;  because  the  influx  of  immi- 
grants of  such  culture  as  were  the  Chinese,  even  of  that  remote 
period,  must  necessarily  bear  very  favorable  results,  not  only  in 
bringing  in  reports  of  their  travels,  but  also  accounts  from  the 
iatherland  bearing  on  the  latest  evmts. 

With  the  idea  of  a  second  and  important  exodus  there  are  many 
theorists  united,  one  of  whom  says:  "  It  is  now  the  generally 
received  opinion  that  the  first  inhabitants  of  America  passed  over 
from  Asia  through  these  Btraits.  The  number  of  Ptnall  islands 
lyinir  In^tween  both  continents  renders  this  opinion  still  more 
probai)le;  mid  it  is  yet  further  confirmed  l)y  soim:  retnarkable  traces 
of  similarity  in  the  physical  cuuformatioa  of  tiio  northern  natives 
of  both  eontinenta  The  Esquimaux  of  Iforth  America,  the 
Samoieds  of  Asia,  and  the  Laplanders  of  Europe,  are  supposed  to 
be  of  the  same  family;  and  this  supposition  is  strengthened  by  the 
affinity  whidi  exists  in  their  languages.  The  researches  of  Hum- 
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boldt  have  traced  the  Mexicans  to  the  vicinity  of  Bchrin<2j*8  Straits; 
whence  it  is  conjectured  that  they,  as  well  a8  the  Peruvians  and 
other  tribes,  came  originally  from  Asia,  and  were  the  Hiongnoos, 
who  are,  in  the  Chineee  annale,  said  to  have  emigrated  under  Puno, 
and  to  have  been  lost  in  the  North  of  Siberia." 

biace  this  theory  is  accepted  by  most  antiquaries,  there  is  everj 
reason  to  believe  that  from  the  dlsooveiy  of  wlial  may  be  called  an 
overland  route  to  what  was  then  oonsidered  an  eastern  extension  of 
that  country  which  is  now  known  as  the  Celestial  EmpirO)"  many 
caravans  of  emigrants  passed  to  their  new  homes  in  the  land  of 
illimitable  possibilitieB  until  the  way  became  a  well-marked  trail 
over  which  the  Asiatic  might  travel  forward,  and  having  once 
entered  the  Elysian  fields  never  entertained  an  idea  of  retuming. 
Thus  from  generation  to  generation  the  tide  of  immigration  poured 
in  until  the  slo})e8  of  the  Pacific  and  the  banki?  of  the  great  inland 
rivers  becjiiue  hives  of  busy  industry.  Magnificent  cities  and 
monuments  were  raised  at  the  bidding  of  the  tribal  leaders  and 
populous  settlements  centered  with  ha}»)>y  villages  sprung  up 
everywhere  in  manifestation  of  the  power  and  wealth  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  people.  The  colouiziug  Oauca.sian  of  the  historic 
period  walked  over  this  great  country  on  the  very  ruins  of  a  civil- 
isation which  a  thousand  years  before  edipsed  all  that  of  which  he 
could  boast  He  walked  through  the  wilderaess  of  the  West  over 
buried  treasures  hidden  under  the  accumulated  growth  of  nature, 
nor  rested  until  he  saw,  with  great  surprise,  the  remuns  of  ancient 
pyramids  and  temples  and  cities,  larger  and  evidently  morebeauti- 
fal  than  ancient  Egypt  could  bring  tbrth  after  its  long  years  of 
uninterrupted  history.  The  pyramids  resemble  those  of  Egypt  in 
exterior  form,  and  in  some  instances  are  of  larger  dimensions.  The 
pyramid  of  Cholula  is  square,  having  each  side  of  its  base  1,335 
feet  in  length,  and  its  lieight  about  172  feet.  Another  pyramids 
situated  in  the  north  of  Vera  Cruz,  is  formed  of  large  bloc  ks 
of  highly-polished  porphyry,  and  bears  upon  its  front  hiero- 
glyphic inscriptions  and  carious  sculpture.  Each  side  of  its 
square  base  is  88  feet  in  length,  and  a  flight  of  57  steps  conducts  to 
its  summit,  which  is  65  feet  in  height  The  ruins  of  Palenque  are 
said  to  extend  20  miles  along  the  ridge  of  a  mountain,  and  the 
remains  of  an  Aztec  city,  near  the  banks  of  the  river  Gila,  are 
spread  over  more  than  a  square  league.  Their  liieratnre  consisted 
of  hieroglyphics;  but  their  arithmetical  knowledge  did  not  extend 
further  titan  their  calculations  by  the  aid  of  grains  of  corn.  Yet. 
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notwithstanding  all  thoir  variod  accoinplitjlimorits,  and  they  were 
evidently  many,  their  notions  of  religioius  duty  led  to  a  most  demo- 
niac zeal  at  once  harljarouslj  savage  and  I'erocii uisly  cruel.  Each 
visiting,  god  instead  of  bringing  new  life  to  the  people,  brought 
death  -to  thoasands;  and  their  grotesqae  idols,  exposed  to  drown 
the  flenses  of  the  beholders  in  fear,  wrought  wretchedness  rather 
than  splritiial  happiness,  until,  as  some  loariied  atid  hnmane  Ifonte* 
sumiaa  said,  the  people  never  approached  these  idola  without  fesTi 
and  this  fear  was  the  great  animating  principle,  the  great  religions 
motive  power  which  snstained  the  terrible  religion.  Their  altars 
were  sprinkled  with  blood  drawn  from  their  own  ])odit's  in  large 
quantities,  and  on  them  thousands  of  human  victims  were  sacri- 
ficed in  honor  of  the  demons  whom  they  worbhiped.  The  head 
and  heart  of  every  captive  taken  in  war  were  oflfored  up  as  a  bloody 
aaerifioe  to  the  god  of  battles,  while  the  Tictorioas  legions  feasted 
ou  the  remaining  portions  of  the  dead  bodies.  It  has  been  asoer* 
tained  that  during  the  ceremonies  attendant  on  the  consecration  of 
two  of  their  temples,  the  number  of  prisoners  offered  up  in  sacri- 
iice  was  12.210;  while  their  own  legions  oontribnted  voluutary 
victims  to  the  terrible  belief  in  large  numlMjrs.  Nor  did  this 
horrible  custom  cease  immediately  after  1521,  when  Cortez  entered 
the  imperial  city  of  the  Montezumas;  for,  on  being  driven  from 
it,  all  hi^  troops  wlio  full  into  tiiu  liauds  of  the  native  soldiers  were 
•nbjeoted  to  Inmost  terrible  and  prolonged  safoingt^at  oonid  be 
experienced  in  this  world,  and  when  abont  to  yield  up  that  spirit 
which  is  indestructible,  were  offered  in  sacrifice^  their  hearts  and 
liRuds  consecrated,  and  the  victors  allowed  to  feast  on  the  yet  warm 
flesh. 

A  reference  is  made  here  to  the  period  when  the  Monteznm&e 
ruled  over  Mexico,  simply  to  gain  a  better  idea  of  the  hideous 
idolatry  which  took  the  place  of  the  old  Boodhism  of  the  Monnd 
Builders,  and  doubtless  helped  in  a  great  measure  to  give  victory 
to  the  new  comers,  eveu  as  the  tenets  of  Mahometanism  urged  the 
ignorant  fellowers  of  the  prophet  to  the  conquest  of  great  nations. 
It  was  not  the  fkith  of  the  people  who  bnilt  the  mounds  and  the 
pyramids  and  the  temples,  and  who,  200  years  before  theOhristiaa 
era,  built  the  great  wall  of  jealous  China.  No:  rather  was  it  that 
terrible  faith  born  of  the  Tartar  victory,  which  carried  the  great 
defenses  nf  ('him  at  the  point  of  the  javelin  and  hatchet,  who 
afterward  laarcUud  to  the  very  walls  of  ii'itne,  uador  A.Uric,  and 
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spread  over  the  IbUukIb  of  Foljnedia  to  the  Pacific  slopes  of  South 
America. 

*  THJ6  TABTABB 

cune  ihe^  and,  like  the  pore  Mongols  of  Hexioo  and  the  Hissie- 
eippi  vallej,  rose  to  a  state  of  eiviluntion  bordering  on  that  attained 
hy  them.  Here  for  centaries  the  sons  of  the  fieroe  Tsrtar  nee  eon* 
tinned  to  dwell  in  comparative  peaoe  nntil  the  all-ruling  ambition 
of  empire  took  in  the  whole  country  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  peopled  the  vast  territory  watered  by  the  Amazon  with  a 
race  that  was  destined  to  conquer  all  the  peoples  of  the  Orient, 
and  only  to  fall  before  the  march  of  the  arch-civilizing  Oancasian. 
In  course  of  time  those  fierce  Tartars  pushed  their  settlements 
northward,  and  ultimately  entered  the  territories  of  the  Mound 
Builders,  putting  to  death  all  who  fell  within  their  reach,  and 
causing  the  survivors  of  the  death-dealing  invasion  to  seek  a  refuge 
from  the  hordes  of  thit  aemi-harbarous  people  in  the  wilds  and  ftst^ 
neises  of  the  North  and  Northwest  The  beantiM  eonntiy  of  the 
Honnd  Builders  was  now  in  the  hands  of  savage  invaders,  the  qniet, 
indnstriotts  people  who  raised  the  temples  and  pyramids  were  gone; 
and  the  wealth  of  intelligenoe  and  industry,  aocamalating  for  ages» 
passed  into  the  possession  of  a  rapacionB  horde,  who  conld  admire 
it  only  so  far  as  it  offered  objects  for  plunder.  Even  in  this  the 
invaders  were  satisfied,  and  then  having  arrived  at  the  height  of 
their  ambition,  rested  on  their  swords  and  entered  upon  the  luxury 
and  ease  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  they  were  found  when  the  van- 
guard of  European  civilization  appeared  upon  the  scene.  Mean- 
time the  southern  countries  which  those  adventurers  abandoned 
after  having  complete<i  their  conquests  in  the  North,  were  soon 
peopled  by  hundreds  of  people,  always  moving  from  island  to 
island  and  ultimately  halting  amid  the  mint  of  villages  deserted 
by  those  who,  as  legends  teU,  had  passed  eastward  but  never  returned; 
and  it  would  soaroely  be  a  mattsr  for  surprise  if  those  emigrants 
were  found  to  be  the  progeoitora  of  that  race  found  by  the  Spaniards 
in  1589,  and  identiosl  with  the  Araneanians,  Onenohes  and  Huil- 
tiehes  of  to-day. 

BBUOS  OF  THB  MOVVD  BUILDUBS. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  and  impartial  historians  of  the  Bepnblie 
stated  that  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  contained  no  monuments. 
So  far  as  the  word  is  entertained  now,  he  was  literally  correct,  but 
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in  some  hasty  effort  neg^eeted  to  qaalify  his  senteDoe  bj  a  refer- 
eiiee  to  the  nameroos  relics  of  antiquity  to  be  foiin<|  thioii|^iit 
its  length  and  breadth,  and  so  exposed  his  chapters  ^criticism. 
The  valley  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  indeed  the  cJPitry  from 
the  trap  rocks  of  the  Great  Lakes  southeast  to  tlie  Gulf  and  south- 
west to  Mexico,  abound  in  tell-tale  monuinenta  of  a  race  of  people 
much  farther  advanced  in  civilization  than  the  Montezumas  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  remains  of  walls  ntid  fortifications  found 
in  Kentucky  and  Indiana,  the  esirthworks  of  Vincennes  and 
thruui^hout  the  valley  of  tlie  Wabash,  the  mounds  scattered  over 
Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia  and  Virginia,  and  those  found  in  Illi- 
nois, Wisoonsin  and  Minnesota,  are  all  evidenQea  of  the  nniver- 
salitj  of  the  Chinese  Mongols  and  of  their  advance  toward  a  com- 
parative knowledge  of  man  and  eosmolo^i^v.  At  the  mouth  of 
Fourteen-Mile  creek,  in  Clark  county,  Indiana,  there  stands  one  of 
these  old  monuments  known  as  tiie  ''Stone  Fort."  It  is  an 
unmistakable  heirloom  of  a  great  and  ancient  people,  and  must 
have  formed  one  of  their  most  important  posts.  The  State  Geolo- 
gist's report,  filed  among  the  records  of  the  State  and  furnished 
by  Prof.  Cox,  says:  "At  the  mouth  of  Fourteen-Mile  creek,  and 
about  three  miles  from  Charleston,  the  county-seat  of  Clark  county, 
there  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  stone  fortifications  wJiich  has 
ever  come  under  my  notice.  Accompanied  by  my  assiatant,  Mr. 
Borden,  and  a  number  ol  citizens  of  Charleston,  I  visited  the  'Stone 
Fort'  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  examination  of  it.  The  locality 
selected  for  this  fort  presents  many  natural  advantages  for  making 
it  impregnable  to  the  opposing  forces  of  prebistorie  times.  It 
occupies  the  point  of  an  elevated  narrow  ridge  which  Aces  the 
Ohio  river  on  the  east  and  is  bordered  by  Fonrteen^Mile  creek  on 
the  west  side.  This  creek  empties  into  the  Ohio  a  short  distance 
below  the  fort.  The  top  of  the  ridge  is  pear-shaped,  with  the 
part  answering  to  the  neck  at  the  north  end.  This  part  is  not 
over  twenty  feet  wide,  and  is  protected  by  precipitous  natural  walls 
of  stone.  It  is  280  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  the 
slope  is  very  gra<lual  to  the  south.  At  the  upper  field  it  is  24.0  feet 
high  and  one  hundred  steps  wide.  At  the  lower  timber  it  is  120 
feet  high.  The  bottom  land  at  the  foot  of  the  south  end  is  sixty 
fbet  above  the  river.  Along  the  greater  part  of  the  Ohio  river 
front  there  is  an  abrupt  escarpment  rock,  entirely  too  steep  to  be 
scaled,  and  a  similar  natural  barrier  exists  along  a  portion  of  the 
northwest  side  of  the  ridge^  &eing  the  ereek.  This  natural  wall 
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IB  joined  to  the  neck  of  an  artificial  wall,  made  by  piling  up,  mason 
fashion  but  without  mortar,  loose  stone,  which  had  evidentlj  been 
pried  up  from  the  carboniferous  layers  of  rock.  This  made  wall,  at 
this  point,  is  about  150  feet  long.  It  ie  built  along  the  slope  of  the 
iiill  and  had  an  elevation  of  about  75  feet  above  its  base,  the  upper 
ten  feet  being  vertical.  The  inside  of  the  wall  is  protected  by  a 
ditch.  The  remainder  of  the  hill  is  protected  by  an  artiticial  stone 
wall,  bailt  in  the  Bame  manner,  but  not  more  than  ten  feet  high. ' 
The  elevation  of  the  aide  wall  above  the  ereek  bottom  ia  SOftet 
'Within  the  artifidal  walla  ia  a  atring  of  monnda  which  rise  to  the 
height  of  the  wall,  and  are  protected  from  the  waahing  of  the  hill- 
aidea  bgr  a  diteh  SO  ftat  wide  and  Ibnr  ftet  deep^  The  position  of 
the  artificial  walla,  natural  difis  of  bedded  stone,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  ditch  and  monnda,  are  well  illnatrated.  The  top  of  the  encloaed 
ridge  embraces  ten  or  twelve  acres,  and  there  are  as  many  as  fire 
mounds  that  can  be  recognized  on  the  flat  surface,  while  no  doubt 
many  others  existed  which  have  been  obliterated  by  time,  aod 
though  the  agency  of  man  in  his  efibrts  to  cultivate  a  portion  of 
the  ground.  A  trench  was  cut  into  one  of  these  mounds  in  search 
Df  relics.  A  few  fragments  of  charcoal  and  decomposed  bones,  and 
a  large  irregular,  diamond-shaped  boalder,  with  a  email  circular 
indentation  near  the  middle  of  the  npper  part,  that  waa  worn  qnite 
amooth  by  the  uae  to  which  it  had  been  put,  and  the  email  piecea 
of  foeail  coral,  comprised  all  the  artidea  of  note  which  were  revealed 
hj  the  excavation.  The  earth  of  which  the  monnd  is  made  resem- 
bles that  seen  on  the  hillside^  and  waa  probably  in  most  part  taken 
from  the  ditch.  The  margin  next  to  the  ditch  waa  protected  by 
6la!>s  of  stone  set  on  edge,  and  leaning  at  an  angle  corresponding  to 
the  slope  of  the  monnd.  This  stone  shield  was  two  and  one-half 
feet  ^vide  and  one  foot  high.  At  intervals  along  the  great  ditch 
there  are  channels  formed  between  the  mounds  that  probably  served 
to  carry  olF  the  snrjilus  water  through  openings  in  the  outer  wall. 
On  the  top  of  the  enclosed  ridge,  and  near  its  narrowest  part,  there 
is  one  mound  much  larger  than  any  of  the  others,  and  so  situated 
as  to  command  an  extensive  view  np  and  down  the  Ohio  river,  as  wdl 
as  affording  an  nnobstmeted  view  eaat  and  west  l^is  is  designated 
as  *  Look-ont  Honnd.'  There  is  near  it  a  slight  break  in  the  diff 
of  rock,  which  fiimished  a  narrow  passageway  to  the  Ohio  river. 
Though  the^ocality  afforded  many  natural  advantages  for  a  fort  or 
stronghold,  one  is  compelled  to  admit  that  mnch  skill  was  displayed 
«Dd  labor  expended  in  making  ito  defense  as  perfect  as  possible  at 
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all  points.  Stone  axes,  pestles,  arrow-heads,  spear-points,  totoma,. 
charms  and  flint  flakes  have  heen  fonnd  in  great  abundance  in 
plowing  the  field  at  the  toot  of  the  old  fort" 

From  the  "  Stone  Fort  "  the  Professor  tnrns  his  steps  to  Posey 
county,  at  a  point  on  the  Wabash,  ten  miles  above  the  mouth, 
called  "Butie  Bunk,"  on  Mccount  of  the  number  of  hnman  bones 
continually  wasiieJ  out  I'roiii  the  river  bank.  "  It  is."  ho  states  ^ 
**  situated  in  a  bend  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river;  and  the  ground 
is  about  ten  feet  above  hi<;h-\vater  mark,  being  the  only  land  along 
this  portion  of  tlie  river  that  is  not  submerged  in  seasons  of  high 
water.  The  bank  slopes  (gradually  back  from  the  river  to  a  slough. 
This  slough  nQW  seldom  contains  water,  bat  no  donbt  at  one  time 
it  was  an  arm  of  the  Wabash  nver,  which  flowed  arpnnd  the  Bona 
Bank  and  afforded  protection  to  the  island  home  of  the  Mound 
Bnilders.  The  Wabash  has  been  changing  ito  bed  for  manj  years, 
leaving  a  broad  extent  of  newly  made  land  on  the  right  shore,  aud 
gradually  making  inroads  on  the  left  shore  by  cutting  away  the 
Bone  Bank.  The  stages  of  growth  of  land  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  are  well  defined  by  the  cottonwood  trees,  which  increase  in  size 
as  you  go  back  from  the  river.  Unless  there  is  a  chaiii^e  in  the  cur- 
rent ot  tlie  river,  all  trace  of  the  Bone  Bank  will  be  obliterated. 
Already  within  the  nieiaory  of  the  white  inhahitHuts,  the  bank  has 
been  removed  to  the  width  of  several  hundred  vards.  As  the  bank 
is  cut  by  the  current  of  the  river  it  loses  its  support,  and  when  the 
water  sinks  it  tumbles  over,  carrying  with  it  the  bones  of  the 
Monnd  Bnilders  and  the  cherished  articles  bnried  with  them.  No 
locality  in  the  country  furnishes  a  ereater  number  and  variety  of 
relics  than  this.  It  has  proved  especially  rich  in  pottery  of 
quaint  design  and  skillful  workmanship.  I  have  a  number  of  jugs 
and  pots  and  a  cup  found  at  the  Bone  Bank.  This  kind  of  work 
has  been  very  abundant,  and  is  still  found  in  such  quantities  that 
we  are  led  to  conclude  that  its  manufacture  formed  a  leading  indus- 
try of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bone  Bank.  It  is  not  in  Europe 
alone  that  we  find  a  well-founded  claim  of  high  antiquity  for  the 
art  of  making  hard  and  durable  stone  by  a  mixture  of  clay,  lime, 
sand  and  stone;  for  1  urn  convinced  thut  this  art  was  possessed  by 
a  race  of  people  who  inhabited  this  continent  at  a  period  so  remote 
that  neither  tradition  nor  history  can  furnish  any  account  of  them. 
They  belonged  to  the  Neolitiiic,  or  polished-stone,  age.  They  lived 
in  towns  and  built  mounds  for  sepulture  and  worship  and  pro> 
tected  their  homes  by  surrounding  them  with  walls  of  earth  and 
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8tone.  In  some  of  these  mounds  specimens  of  various  kinds  of 
pottery,  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  have  from  time  to  time 
been  found,  and  fragments  are  so  common  that  every  student  of 
archfeology  can  have  a  bountiful  supply.  Some  of  these  fragments 
indicate  vessels  of  very  great  size.  At  the  Saline  springs  of  Gal- 
latin I  picked  up  fragments  that  indicated,  by  their  curvature,  ves- 
sels five  to  six  feet  in  diameter,  and  it  is  probable  they  are  frag- 
ments of  artificial  stone  pans  used  to  hold  brine  that  was  manufac- 
tured into  salt  by  solar  evaporation. 

"  Now,  all  the  pottery  belonging  to  the  Mound  Builders'  age, 
which  I  have  seen,  is  composed  of  alluvial  clay  and  sand,  or  a  mix- 
ture of  the  former  with  pulverized  fresh-water  shells.  A  paste 
made  of  such  a  mixture  possesses,  in  high  degree,  the  properties  of 
hydraulic  Puzzuoland  and  Portland  cement,  so  that  vessels  formed 
of  it  hardened  without  being  burned,  as  is  customary  with  modern 
pottery." 

The  Professor  deals  very  aptly  with  this  industry  of  the  aborig- 
ines, and  concludes  a  very  able  disquisition  on  the  Bone  Bank  in 
its  relation  to  the  prehistoric  builders. 
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HIEROGLYPHICS  OF  THE  MOUND-BUILDERS. 


The  great  circular  redoubt  or  earth-work  found  two  miles  west  of 
the  village  of  New  Washington,  and  the  "Stone  Fort,"  on  a  ridge 
one  mile  west  of  the  village  of  Deputy,  offer  a  subject  for  the  anti- 
quarian as  deeply  interesting  as  any  of  the  monuments  of  a 
ioc.iycd  cn)j>irc  so  far  discovered. 


HiSTonr  0F  niBiAirA. 


From  end  to  eodof  Indiana  there  are  to  be  fonnd  many  other  reU 
ic8  of  the  obscure  past.  Some  of  them  have  been  unearthed  and  now 
appear  among  the  collected  antiquities  at  Indianapolis.  The  liiglilv 
finished  sandstone  pipe,  the  copper  ax,  stone  a.\es,  flint  arruw-heads 
and  magnetic  plummets  found  a  few  years  ai^o  beneath  the  soil  of 
Cut-Off  Island  near  New  Harmony,  together  with  the  pipes  of  rare 
workmanship  and  undoubted  age,  unearthed  near  Covington,  all 
live  aa  it  were  in  teatimony  of  their  owner's  and  maker'a  ezoel* 
lenoe,  and  hold  a  ahare  in  the  evidenoe  of  the  partial  annihilation 
of  a  race,  with  ihe  complete  diemption  of  its  manners,  cnstoma 
and  industries;  and  it  is  possible  that  when  nnmbers  of  Uieseielica 
are  placed  together,  a  key  to  the  phdnetio  or  rather  hiorogl jphic 
system  of  that  remote  period  might  be  evolved. 

It  may  be  asked  what  these  hieroglypbical  characters  really  arc. 
Well,  they  are  varied  in  form,  so  much  so  that  the  pipes  found  in 
the  mounds  of  Indians,  each  bearing  a  distinct  representation  of 
some  animal,  may  be  taken  for  one  s}>ecies,  used  to  represent  the 
abstract  ideas  of  the  Mound  Builders.  The  second  form  consists 
of  pure  hieroglyphics  or  phonetic  characters,  in  which  the  sound  is 
represented  instead  of  the  object;  and  the  third,  or  painted  form  of 
the  first,  conveys  to  the  mind  that  which  is  desired  to  be  repre- 
sented. This  form  exists  among  the  Oree  Indians  of  the  far  Korth- 
west,  at  present.  They,  when  departing  from  their  permanent  viU 
la^  for  the  distant  hunting  grounds,  paint  on  the  barked  trees  in 
the  neighborhood  the  figure  of  a  snake  or  eagle,  orpeiiiape  hnskey 
dog;  and  this  animal  is  supjposed  to  guard  the  position  until  the 
warrior's  return,  or  welcome  any  friendly  tribes  that  may  arrive 
there  in  the  interifti.  In  the  case  of  the  Mound  Builders,  it  is  un- 
likely tlmt  this  latter  extreme  was  resorted  to,  for  the  simple  reason 
th;it  the  relics  of  *-hcir  occiij>;vtion  are  too  high  in  the  ways  of  art  to 
tolerate  such  a  barbarous  science  of  language;  but  the  sculptured 
pipes  and  javelins  and  spear-heads  of  the  Mound  Builders  may  he 
taken  as  a  collection  of  graven  images,  each  conveying  a  set  of 
ideas  easily  understood,  and  perhaps  sometimes  nr  more  generally 
used  to  designate  the  vocation,  name  or  character  of  the  owner. 
That  the  builders  possessed  an  alphabet  of  a  phonetic  form,  and 
purely  hieroglyphic,  can  scarcely  be  questioned;  but  until  one  or 
more  of  the  unearthed  tablets,  which  bore  all  or  even  a  portion  of 
such  characters,  are  raised  from  their  eenturied  graves,  the  mystery 
which  surrounds  this  people  must  remain,  while  we  must  dwell  in 
a  world  uf  mere  speculation. 
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Vigo,  Jasper,  SnlHvan,  Switzerland  and  Ohio  counties  can  boast 
of  a  most  liberal  endowment  in  this  relation;  and  when  in  other 
days  the  people  will  direct  a  minute  inquiry,  and  penetrate  to  the 
very  heart  of  the  thou&and  cones  whicii  are  scattered  throughout 
the  land,  they  may  possibly  extract  the  blood  in  the  shape  of  metal- 
lic and  porcelain  works,  with  hieroglyphic  tablets,  while  leaving 
the  form  of  ^^enrt  and  body  complete  to  entertain  and  deUgbt  . un- 
born generatUma,  wbo  in  their  time  will  wonder  mneh  whmi  tiiej 
leam  that  an  Ameriean  people^  living  toward  the  dose  of  the  59th 
eeatmyy  oonld  poaaibly  indulge  in  aneh  an  anaohioniam  as  ia  im- 
plied in  the  term  ^Kew  World." 

THE  INDIANS. 

The  origin  of  the  Bed  Mentor  Ameriean  Indians,  is  a  sabject 
which  interests  as  well  as  instmots.  It  is  a  favorite  with  the  eth- 
nologisti  even  as  it  is  one  of  deep  concern  to  the  ordinary  reader. 
A  review  of  two  works  lately  published  on  the  origin  of  the  Indians 
treats  the  matter  in  a  peculiarly  reasonable  light.    It  says: 

"  Recently  a  German  writer  lias  put  forward  one  theory  on  the 
subject,  and  an  English  writer  has  put  forward  another  and  directly 
opposite  theory.  Ijie  di€fefenoe  of  opinion  eonceming  onr  aborig* 
inus  among  anthors  who  have  made  a  profound  study  of  races  is  at 
onoe  curious  and  interesting.  Blumenbach  treats  them  in  his 
classifications  as  a  distinct  variety  of  the  human  family ;  but,  in  the 
threefold  division  of  Dr.  Latham,  they  are  ranked  among  theMon- 
^olidae.  Other  writers  on  race  regard  them  as  a  branch  of  the  great 
Mongolian  family,  which  at  a  distant  period  found  its  way  from 
Asia  to  this  continent,  and  remained  here  for  centuries  separate 
from  the  rest  of  mankind,  ))as6ing,  meanwhile,  through  divers 
phMes  of  barbarism  and  dviliaation.  Morton,  our  eminent  eth- 
nologist,  and  his  followers,  Nott  and  Gliddon,  claim  for  our  native 
Ked  Men  an  origin  as  distinct  as  the  flora  and  fauna  of  this  conti- 
nent. Frichard,  whose  views  are  apt  to  differ  from  Morton's,  finds 
reason  to  believe,  on  comparing  the  American  tribes  together,  that 
they  must  have  formed  a  separate  department  of  nations  frotn  the 
earliest  ]>eriod  of  the  world.  The  era  of  their  existence  as  a  distinct 
and  insulated  people  must  probably  be  dated  back  to  the  time 
which  separated  into  nations  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old  World,  and 

fave  to  each  its  individuality  and  primitive  language.  Dr.  liobert 
!rown,  the  latest  authority,  attributes,  in  his  "  Rjicesof  Mankind," 
an  Asiatic  origin  to  our  aboriginals.  lie  sriys  that  the  Western  In- 
dians not  only  personallv  resemble  their  nearest  neighbors — the 
Northeastern  Asiatics — ^bnt  they  resemble  them  in  language  and 
traditions.  The  Esc^uimaux  oit  the  American  and  the  Tchaktohis 
on  the  Asiatic  side  understand  one  another  perfectly.   Modem  an> 
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thropoloffists,  indeed,  are  diepoeed  to  think  that  Japan,  theKnriles, 
and  neighboring  regions,  may  be  re^;arded  as  the  original  home  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  native  American  race.  It  is  also  admitted 
bjr  tnem  that  between  the  tribes  scattered  from  the  Arctic  sea  to 
Cape  Horn  there  it  more  nnilbrmitjr  of  phjBical  featnree  than  ia 
seen  in  any  other  qoarter  of  the  globe.  The  weight  of  evidence 
and  authority  is  altogether  in  favor  of  the  opinion  tliat  our  so- 
called  Indians  are  a  branch  of  the  Mongolian  family,  and  all  addi- 
tional reeearehes  strengthen  the  opinion.  The  tribes  of  both  North 
and  South  America  are  unquestionably  homogeneous,  and,  in  all 
likelihoo  ],  had  their  origin  in  Asia,  tluiun^Vi  they  have  been  altered 
and  mudilied  by  thousands  of  years  oi  total  separation  from  the 
parent  stoek.** 

The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  reviewer  at  that  time,  though 
safe,  are  too  general  to  lead  the  reader  to  form  any  d^nite  idea  on 
die  ralgeet.  No  donbt  whatever  can  exist,  when  the  American  In* 
dian  ia  regarded  as  of  an  Asiatic  origin;  bnt  there  is  nothing  in  the 
works  or  even  in  the  review,  to  which  these  works  were  subjected, 
which  might  account  fiw  the  vast  difference  in  manner  and  form 
between  the  Red  ^fan,  as  lie  is  now  known,  or  even  as  lie  appeared 
to  Columbus  and  his  successors  in  the  field  of  discovery,  and  the 
comparatively  civilized  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  as  seen  in  1521  by 
Corter,  and  of  Pern,  as  witnessed  by  Pizarro  in  1532.  The  fact  is 
that  the  pure  bred  Indian  of  the  present  is  descended  directly 
from  tiie  earliest  inhabitants,  or  in  othnr  words  from  the  snrvivors 
of  that  people  who^  on  being  driven  from  their  lair  possessions^  re- 
tired to  the  wilderness  in  sorrow  and  reared  upthdrchUdren  under 
the  saddening  influences  of  their  unquenchable  griefs,  bequeathing 
them  only  the  habits  of  the  wild,  cloud-roofed  home  of  their  de- 
clinino;  years,  a  sullen  silence,  and  a  rude  moral  code.  In  after 
years  these  wild  sons  of  the  forest  and  prairie  grew  in  numbers  and 
in  strength.  Some  legend  told  them  of  their  present  pufferings,  of 
the  station  which  their  fathers  once  had  known,  and  of  the  riotous 
race  which  now  reveled  in  wealth  which  should  be  theirs.  The 
fierce  passions  of  the  savage  were  aroused,  and  uniting  dieir  scat- 
tered bands  marched  in  silence  upon  the  villsges  of  the  Tartars, 
driving  them  onward  to  the  capital  of  their  Incas,  and  consigning 
their  homes  to  the  flames.  Once  in  view  of  the  great  city,  the 
hurrying  bands  halted  in  surprise;  but  Tartar  cunning  took  in  the 
situation  and  offered  pledges  of  amitv,  which  were  sacredly  ob- 
served. Henceforth  Mexico  was  open  to  the  Indians,  bearing:  pre- 
cisely the  same  relation  to  them  that  the  Hudson's  Iky  Company's 
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Tillages  do  to  the  NorthweBtern  Indiant  of  the  present;  obtaining 

alU  end  bestowing  very  little.  The  sabjection  of  the  Mongolian 
race  represented  in  North  America  by  that  branch  of  it  to  which 
the  Tartars  belonged,  represented  in  the  Southern  portion  of  the  con- 
tinent, seems  to  have  taken  place  some  five  centuries  before  the 
advent  of  the  European,  while  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  war  of 
the  races  which  resulted  in  reducing  the  villages  erected  by  the 
Tartar  hordes  to  ruin  took  place  between  one  and  two  hundred 
^ears  later.  These  statements,  though  actually  referring  to  events 
which  in  point  of  time  are  coraparativelj  modern,  can  only  be  sub- 
stantiated by  the  ftets  that,  abont  the  periods  mentioned  the  dead 
bodies  of  an  unknown  raoe  of  men  were  washed  ashore  on  the  En- 
ropean  coasts,  while  previous  to  tliat  time  there  is  no  aeeonnt 
whatever  in  European  annals  of  even  a  vestige  of  trans-Athmtio  hn- 
manity  being  transferred  by  ocean  currents  to  the  gaze  of  a  won- 
dering people.  Towards  the  latter  half  oi  the  15th  centnry  two 
dead  bodies  entirely  free  from  decomposition,  and  corresponding 
with  the  Red  !Men  as  they  afterward  appeared  to  Columbus,  were 
caet  on  the  plmres  of  the  Azores,  and  confirmed  Columbus  in  hisb^ 
lief  in  the  existence  of  a  western  world  and  western  people. 

Storm  and  flood  and  diseafe  have  created  .sad  havoc  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Indian  since  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  white  man. 
These  natural  causes  have  conspired  to  decimate  the  race  even  more 
than  tlie  advanoe  of  civilisation,  which  seems  not  to  afiiaot  it  to  any 
material  extent  In  its  maintenance  of  the  same  number  of  rep- 
resentatives during  three  centuries,  and  its  existence  in  the  very 
fine  of  a  most  unceremonious,  and,  wlienever  oeeesBary»  crnel  con- 
quest, the  grand  dispensations  of  the  unseen  Bnlerof  the  universe 
is  demonstrated ;  for,  without  the  aborigines,  savage  and  treaoh- 
erons  as  they  were,  it  is  possible  that  the  explorers  of  former  times 
would  have  so  many  natural  difficulties  to  contend  with,  that  their 
work  would  be  surrendered  in  despair,  and  the  most  fertile  regions 
of  the  continent  saved  for  the  plowshares  of  E^nerations  yet  un- 
born. It  is  questionable  whether  we  owe  the  discovery  of  this  con- 
tinent to  the  unaided  scientific  knowledge  of  Columbus,  or  to  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  two  Iiidiuns  referred  to  above;  nor  can  their  ser- 
vices to  the  explorers  of  ancient  and  ino<lern  times  be  over-esti- 
mated. Their  existence  is  embraced  iu  the  plan  of  the  Divinity 
for  the  government  of  the  world,  and  it  will  not  form  subjeot  for 
surprise  to  learn  that  the  same  intelligence  whidi  sent  a  thrill  of 
liberty  into  every  comer  of  the  republic,  will,  in  the  near  future, 
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devise  anme  method  under  which  the  remnant  of  a  great  and  an- 
cient race  may  taste  the  sweets  of  public  kindness,  and  feel  that, 
after  centaries  of  turmoil  aad  tjrannj,  they  have  at  last  found  a 
shelter  amid  a  sj  mpathuiog  people.  Many  have  looked  at  the  In- 
dian as  the  pessimist  does  at  all  tilings;  thej  say  that  he  was  noTer 
fbnnidable  until  the  white  man  supplied  him  witti  the  weapons  of 
modern  warfare;  but  there  is  uo  mention  made  of  his  eviction  from 
his  retired  home,  and  the  little  plot  of  cultivated  garden  which 
formed  the  nutjleus  of  a  village  that,  if  fostered  instead  of  being 
destroyed,  might  possibly  hold  an  ludian  population  of  some  im- 
portance in  the  economy  of  the  nation.  Tliere  is  no  intention  what- 
ever to  maintain  that  the  occupation  of  this  country  by  the  favored 
raoes  is  wrong  even  in  principle;  for  where  anj  obstacle  to  advanc- 
ing civilintion  eadsts,  it  has  to  ftU  to  the  gronnd;  bnt  it  may  be 
said,  with  some  tmth,  that  the  white  man,  instead  of  a  poliey  of 
ooneUiation  formed  npon  the  power  of  kindness,  indulged  in  beU 
ligeienoj  as  impolitic  as  it  was  unjnst.  A  modern  writer  says, 
when  speaking  of  the  Indian's  character:  "He  did  not  exhibit  that 
eteady  valor  and  etlici cut  di.-cipline  of  the  American  soldier ;  and 
to-day  on  the  plains  Sheridan's  troopers  would  not  hesiUite  to 
attack  the  bravest  band,  though  outnumbered  three  to  one."  This 
piece  of  information  applies  to  the  European  aud  African,  as  well 
as  to  the  Indian.  The  American  soldier,  and  particularly  the 
troopers  leferred  to^  would  not  foar  or  shrink  from  i^veiy  legion  ot 
demons,  even  with  odds  against  them.  This  mode  of  warfiure seems 
strangely  peculiar  when  compared  with  the  military  systems  of 
civilized  coantries;  yet,  since  the  main  object  of  armed  men  is  to 
defend  a  country  or  a  principle,  and  to  destroy  anything  which  may 
oppose  itself  to  tliem,  the  mode  of  warfare  pursued  bv  tlie  savage 
will  be  found  admirably  adapted  to  their  requirements  in  this  con- 
nection, and  will  doubtless  compare  favorably  with  the  systems  of 
the  Afghans  and  Persians  of  the  present,  and  the  Caucasian  p*(>ple 
ef  the  first  historic  period. 

MANNERS  AND  CD8T0M8. 

The  art  of  hunting  not  only  supplied  the  Indian  with  food,  but, 
like  that  of  war,  was  a  means  of  i>ratifving  his  love  of  distinction. 
The  male  children,  as  soon  as  they  acquired  sufficient  age  and 
strengtli,  were  furnished  with  a  bow  and  arrow  and  taught  to  shoot 
birds  and  other  small  game.  Success  in  killing  a  large  quadruped 
required  years  of  careful  study  and  practice,  and  the  art  was  as 
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seduIoQsljr  ineulcated  in  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation  as  are 
tiie  elements  of  reading,  writiag  and  arithmetic  in  the  common  » 
schools  of  civilized  comtnnnities.  The  mazes  of  the  forest  and  the 
dense,  tall  ^rass  of  the  prairies  were  the  best  tields  for  the  exercise 
of  the  hunter's  skill.  No  feet  could  he  impressed  in  the  yielding 
soil  hut  that  the  tracks  were  the  ohjects  of  the  ni(»st  searching 
scrutiny,  and  revealed  at  a  glance.the  animal  that  made  them,  the 
direction  it  was  pursuing,  and  the  time  that  had  elapsed  since  it 
httd  passed.  In  a  forest  country  he  selected  the  valleys,  because 
they  were  most  frequently  the  resort  of  game.  The  most  easily 
taken,  perhaps,  of  all' the  animals  of  the  chase  was  the  deer.  It  is 
endowed  with  a  curiosity  which  prompts  it  to  stop  in  its  flight  and 
look  back  at  the  approaching  hunter,  who  always  avails  himself  of 
this  opportunity  to  let  fly  the  &tal  arrow. 

Their  general  councils  were  composed  of  the  chiefs  and  old  men. 
When  in  council,  they  usually  sat  in  concentric  circles  aronnd  the 
Bpeakrr,  and  each  individual,  notwithstanding  the  fiery  passions 
that  rankled  witiiin,  preserved  an  exterior  as  immovable  as  if  cast 
in  bronze.  Before  commencing  business  a  person  appeared  with 
the  sacred  pipe,  and  another  with  tire  to  kindle  it.  After  being 
lighted  it  was  first  presented  to  heaven,  sea^ndly  to  the  earth, 
thirdly  to  the  presiding  spirit,  and  lastly  the  several  councilors, 
each  of  whom  took  a  whiff;  These  formalities  were  observed  with 
as  close  exactness  as  state  etiquette  in  civilised  courts* 

The  dwellings  of  the  Indians  were  of  the  simplest  and  rudest 
character.  On  some  pleasant  spot  by  the  bank  of  a  river,  or  near 
an  ever-running  spring,  they  raised  their  groups  of  wigipnuns,  eon- 
strncted  of  tlie  bark  of  trees,  and  easily  taken  down  and  removed 
to  another  spot  The  dwelling-places  of  the  chiefs  were  sometimes 
more  spaciouB,  and  constructed  with  greater  care,  hut  of  the  same 
rnatcriale.  Skins  taken  in  the  chase  served  them  for  rcpoiie. 
Though  principally  dependent  upon  hunting  and  fishing,  the 
uncertain  supply  from  those  sources  led  them  to  cultivate  small 
patches  of  corn.  Every  t'aniilv  did  evcrvthine:  necessarv  within 
itself,  commerce,  or  an  interchange  of  articles,  being  almost  unknown 
to  them.  In  cases  of  dispute  and  dissension,  each  Indian  relied 
upon  himself  for  retaliation.  Blood  for  blood  was  the  rule,  and 
the  relatives  of  the  slain  man  were  bound  to  obtain  bloody  revenge 
for  his  death.  This  principle  gave  rise,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to 
innumerableandbitt8rfonds,and  wars  of  extermination  where  such 
were  possible.   War,  indeed,  rather  than  peace,  was  the  Indian's 
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i:l(»rj  and  delight, — war,  not  conducted  as  civilization,  but  war 
wiiere  individual  skill, endurance, gallantry  and  cruelty  were  prime 
requisitCiS.  For  such  a  purpose  as  revenge  the  Indian  would  make 
;;rcat  sacrifices,  and  display  a  patience  and  perseveranoo  truly  heroic; 
but  when  the  eKcitemeot  was  over,  he  aaok  back  into  a  Hetlesa,  un- 
ooeapied,  well-nigh  naeleaa  savage.  Daring  the  intervals  of  his 
more  exciting  pursuits,  the  Indian  employed  his  time  in  deoorating 
his  person  with  all  the  refinement  of  paint  and  feathers,  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  his  arms  and  of  canoes.  These  were  constructed  ut 
bark,  and  soliglit  that  tliey  could  easily  be  carried  on  the  shoulder 
from  stream  to  stream.  His  amusements  were  the  war-dance,  ath- 
I  letic  games?,  the  narration  of  his  exploits,  and  listening  to  the  ora- 

tory of  the  chiefs;  but  during  long  periods  of  such  existence  he 
remained  in  a  state  of  torpor,  gazing  listlessly  upon  tlie  trees  of 
the  forests  and  the  clouds  that  sailed  above  them;  and  this  vacancy 
imprinted  an  habitual  gravity,  and  even  melancholy,  upon  his  gen- 
eral deportment. 

The  main  labor  and  drudgery  of  Indian  communities  fell  upon 
the  women.  The  planting,  tending  and  gathering  of  the  crops, 
makiiii,'  niat.s  and  baskets*  carrying  burdens, — in  fact,  all  thingf  ot 
the  kind  were  performed  by  them,  thus  making  their  conditiuu  but 
little  better  than  that  of  slaves.  Marriage  was  merely  a  matter  of 
bargain  and  sale,  the  husband  giving  presents  to  the  fiither  of  the 
bride.  In  general  they  had  but  few  children.  They  were  sub- 
jected to  many  and  severe  attacks  of  sickness,  and  at  times  famine 
and  pestilence  swept  away  whole  tribes. 
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SABUEST  EXl*LOS£Rt). 

The  State  of  Indiana  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  meridUaliue 
which  forms  also  the  western  bonndarj  of  Ohio,  extending  due 
north  from  the  month  of  the  Great  Miami  river:  on  the  souUi  by 
the  Ohio  river  from  the  month  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  month 
of  the  TTabash;  on  the  west  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  Wabash  river  from  its  month  to  a  point  where  a  due  north 
line  from  the  town  of  Yincennes  would  last  touch  the  sliore  of  said 
river,  and  thence  directly  north  to  Lake  Michigan;  and  on  the  north 
by  said  lake  and  an  east  and  west  line  ten  miles  north  of  the  ex- 
treme 80Uth  end  of  the  lake,  and  extendin^^  to  its  intersection  with 
the  aforesaid  meridian,  the  west  boundary  of  Ohio.  These  bound- 
aries include  an  area  of  33,S0n  8<^nare  miles,  lying  between  37* 
47'  and  41"  50  north  liititiule,  and  between  7"  45  and  11°  1  west 
loDgitade  from  Washington. 

After  the  discovery  of  Amwiea  by  Golnmbna  iu  1493,  more  than 
150  years  passed  away  before  any  portion  of  the  territory  now  com- 
prised within  the  above  limits  was  explored  by  Europeans.  Oolo- 
nies  were  established  in  Florida,  Virginia  and  Nova  Scotia  by  the 
principal  rival  governments  of  Enrope,  but  not  until  about  1670-'^ 
did  the  first  white  travelers  venture  as  far  into  tlie  Northwest  as 
Indiana  or  Lake  Michigan.  These  explorers  were  Frenchmen  by 
the  names  of  Claude  AUouez  and  Claude  Dablon,  who  then  visited 
what  is  now  the  eastern  j)art  of  Wisconsin,  the  northeastern  portion 
of  Illinois  and  probably  that  portion  of  this  State  north  of  the  Kan- 
k  tkL'c  river.  In  the  following  year  M.  Joliet,  an  agent  of  the 
French  Colonial  government,  and  James  Martjuette,  a  giMjd  and 
simple-hearted  missionary  who  had  his  station  at  Mackinaw,  eX' 
plored  the  country  about  Green  Bay,  and  along  Fox  and  Wisc(m> 
sin  rivers  as  far  westward  as  the  Mississippi,  the  banks  of  which 
they  reached  June  17,  1673.  They  descended  this  river  to  about 
88^  40',  but  returned  by  way  of  the  Illinois  river  and  the  route 
they  came  in  the  Lake  Region.  At  a  village  among  the  Illinois  In. 
dians,  Marquette  and  his  small  band  of  adventurers  wero  received 
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in  a  friendly  manner  and  treated  hospitably.  They  were  made  the 
bonorod  goMti  at  a  great  feast,  where  hominy,  fish,  dog  meat  and 
roast  hnffalo  meat  were  spread  before  them  in  great  abnndanoe.  In 
1683  LaSfi2?e  explored  the  West,  bat  it  is  not  known  that  he  entered 
tlie  ref^on  now  embraced  within  the  State  of  Indiana.  He  took 
formal  possession,  however,  of  all  the  Mississippi  region  in  die 
name  of  the  Kii)g  of  France,  in  whose  honor  he  gave  all  this  Mis- 
sissippi region,  including  what  is  now  Indiana,  the  name  Louisi- 
ana." Spain  at  the  suuic  time  laid  claim  to  all  the  re«»ion  about 
the  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  and  thus  these  two  great  nations  were  brought 
into  collision.  Rat  the  country  was  aetually  held  and  occupied  by 
the  irreat  Miami  confederacy  of  Indians,  the  IMiainis  proper  (an- 
ciently the  Twii^htwccs)  beinj;  the  eastern  and  most  powerful  tribe. 
Their  territory  extended  strictly  from  the  JScioto  river  west  to  the 
Illinois  river.  Their  villages  were  few  and  scattering,  and  their 
occnpation  was  scarcely  dense  enough  to  maintain  itself  against  in- 
vasion. Their  settlements  were  occasionally  visited  by  Christian 
missionaries,  for  traders  and  adventurers,  bat  no  body  of  white  men 
made  any  settlement  suiliciently  permanent  for  a  title  to  national 
possession.  Christian  zeal  animated  France  and  England  in  mis- 
sionary enterprise,  the  former  in  the  interests  of  Catiiolicisni  and 
the  latter  in  the  interests  ot  Protestantism.  Hence  their  hatste  to 
preoccupy  the  land  and  proselyte  the  aborigines.  No  doubt  this 
ugly  rivalry  was  often  seen  by  IndiaTis,  and  they  refused  to  be 
proselyted  to  cither  branch  of  Christianity . 

The  "Five  Kations,"  farther  east,  comprised  the  Mohawks, 
Oneidas,  CayugaB,  Onondaguas  and  Senecas.  In  1677  the  uumbur 
ol  warriors  in  this  confederacy  was  2,150.  About  1711  the  Tusca* 
roras  retired  ftom  Carolina  and  joined  the  Iroqnois,  or  Five  Na- 
tions, which,  after  that  event,  became  known  as  the  ^  Six  Nations.'* 
Ill  1689  hostilities  broke  out  between  the  Five  Nations  and  the 
colonists  of  Canada,  and  the  almost  constant  wars  in  which  France 
was  engaged  Until  the  treaty  of  Kyswick  in  1697  combined  to 
check  the  grasping  policy  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  to  retard  the  [)lant- 
ingof  French  colonics  in  tiiu  Mississij)pi  valley.  Missi(»nary  ellorts, 
however,  continued  with  more  failnrc  than  success,  the  Jesuits 
allying  themselves  with  tiic  Indians  in  habits  and  oiistoms,  even 
encou raging  iuter-marnuge  between  them  and  their  wiiitc  fol- 
lowers. 
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OUABACQE. 

The  Wabash  wu  first  named  by  the  JPrench,  and  spelled  by  them 
Oiiabache.  This  river  was  known  even  before  the  Ohio,  and  w;^3 
navi^ted  as  the  Onabache  all  the  way  to  the  Mississipin  a  long  time 
before  it  was  discovered  tliat  it  was  a  tributary  of  the  Ohio  (Belle 
Riviere).  In  navigHtiii^  the  Mississippi  they  thought  they  passed 
the  mouth  of  the  Onabache  instead  of  the  Ohio.  In  traveling  from 
the  Great  Lakes  to  the  south,  the  French  always  went  by  the  way  of 
the  Ouabache  or  Illinois. 

VJNuBMNBB. 

Fraocois  Morgan  del  Yinseniie  served  in  Oanada  as  early  as  1790 
in  the  regiment  of  De  Oarrignan  "  of  the  IVench  Berviee,  and 
again  on  the  lakes  in  the  vicinity  of  Saolt  Ste.  Karie  in  the  same 
service  under  M.  de  Yandriel,  in  1725.  It  is  [toBsible  that  his  ad- 
vent to  Vincennes  may  have  taken  place  in  1732;  and  in  proof  of 
tliis  the  only  record  is  an  act  of  sale  under  the  joint  names  of  him- 
self and  Madame  Vinsenne,  the  daughter  of  M.  Philip  Longprie, 
and  dated  Jan.  5,  1735.  This  document  gives  his  military  position 
as  commandant  of  the  |>ost  of  Oual)ache  in  the  service  of  the  French 
King.  The  will  of  Longprie,  dated  March  10,  same  year,  bequeaths 
him,  among  other  things,  408  pounds  of  pork,  which  he  ordered  to 
be  kept  safe  until  YinBeoDe,  who  was  then  at  Onabache,  returned 
to  Kaskaskia. 

Tlifsre  are  many  other  documents  connected  with  its  early  settle*  - 
meat  by  Yineenne^  among  which  is  a  receipt  for  the*  100  pistoles 
granted  him  as  his  wife's  marriage  dowry.  In  1736  this  officer  was 
ordered  to  Charlevoix  by  D*Artagette,  viceroy  of  the  King  at  New 
Orleans,  and  commandant  of  Illinois.  Here  M.  St.  Vinsenne  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wounds.  The  event  is  chronicled  as  follows,  in 
the  words  of  D'Artagette:  "  We  have  just  received  very  bad  news 
from  Louisiana,  and  our  war  with  the  Chickasaws.  The  French 
ha\  e  been  defeated.  Among  the  slain  is  M.  de  Vinsenne,  who 
ceased  not  until  his  last  breath  to  exhort  his  men  to  behave  worthy 
of  their  faith  and  fatliei  land.** 

Thus  closed  the  career  of  this  gallant  ollicer,  leaving  a  name 
which  holds  as  a  remembrancer  the  present  beautifnl  town  of  Yin- 
oennes,  changed  from  Yinsenne  to  its  present  orthography  in  1749. 

Post  Yinoennes  was  settled  as  early  as  1710  or  1711.  In  a  letter 
from  Father  Merest  to  Father  Germon,  dated  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  9, 
1712,  occurs  this  passage:  **Zs«  JPhtncaU  itoieni  UabU  uihfoH  siir 
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leflcuve  Ouahache  J  iU  demnnderent  mimonafre  /  ct  le  Pere 
Mermet  lenrfut  envoys.  Ce  Pere  crut  devoir  travniller  a  fa 
OOJiver-'^'on  des  Mascouten'<  qni  avoletit  f'lit  nii  village  ftiir  les 
herds  dwiieme  jleuve.  C'&^t  une  nalioii  I ndlans  qui  enteml  la 
langue  Illmoise."  Translated:  " The  French  have  established  a 
fort  Ufwa  the  river  Wabash,  and  waut  a  misriiuiiary;  and  Father 
Mermet  has  been  sent  to  them.  That  Father  believes  he  should 
labor  for  the  converaion  of  the  MasoonteiiB,  who  bare  bnilt  a  vil* 
lage  on  the  banks  of  the  same  river.  Thej  are  a  nation  of  Indiana 
who  nnderstand  the  langoage  of  the  Illinois.'* 

Mermet  was  therefore  the  first  preacher  of  Ohristianity  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  and  his  mission  was  to  convert  the  Masoontens, 
a  branch  of  the  Miamis.  "  The  way  I  took,"  says  he,  "  was  to  con- 
found, in  the  presence  of  the  whole  tribe,  one  of  these  charlatans 
[medicine  men],  whose  Manitou,  or  great  spirit  wliicli  }ie  wor- 
shiped, was  the  buffalo.  After  leading  him  on  insensibly  to  tho 
avowal  that  it  was  not  the  buffalo  that  he  worshiped,  but  the  Man- 
itou, or  spirit,  of  the  buffalo,  which  was  under  theearthand  ani- 
mated  all  buffaloes,  wliicli  heals  the  bick  and  has  all  power,  1  jisked 
him  whether  other  beasts,  the  bear  for  instance,  and  which  one  of 
hit  nation  worshiped,  was  not  equally  inhabited  by  a  Manito% 
which  was  under  ib»  earth.  *  Without  danbt,'  said  the  |i;rand  medi- 
cine man.  '  If  this  is  so^'  said  I, '  men  ought  to  have  a  Ifanitou 
who  inhabits  them.'  *  Nothing  more  oertain,'  said  he.  *  Ought 
not  that  to  convince  you/  continued  I,  '  that  you  are  not  very 
reasonable?  For  if  man  upon  the  earth  is  the  master  of  all  animals, 
if  he  kills  them,  if  he  eats  them,  does  it  not  follow  that  the  Mani- 
tou which  inhabits  him  must  have  a  mastory  over  all  other  Mani- 
tons?  "Why  then  do  you  not  invoke  him  instead  of  the  Manitou 
of  the  bear  and  the  buffalo,  when  you  are  sick?'  This  reasoning 
disconcerted  the  charlatan.  But  this  was  all  the  effect  it 
produced." 

The  result  of  convincing  these  heathen  by  lo^^ic,  as  is  generally 
the  ease  the  wcwld  over,  was  only  a  temporary  logical  victory,  and 
no  change  whatever  was  produced  in  the  professions  and  praoticea 
of  the  Indians. 

But  the  first  Ohristian  (Catholic)  missionary  at  this  place  whose 
name  we  find  recorded  in  the  Ohurch  annals,  was  Meurin,  in  1849* 

The  church  building  used  by  these  early  missionaries  at  Vin- 
cennes  is  thus  described  by  the  "  oldest  inhabitants:"  Fronting  on 
Water  street  and  running  back  on  Ohurch  street,  it  was  a  plain 
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building  with  a  roQf^b  exterior,  of  upright  posts,  chinked  and 
daubed,  with  a  rough  coat  of  cement  on  the  outside;  about  20  feet 
wide  and  60  long;  one  story  high,  with  a  sraall  belfry  and  an  equally 
small  bell.  It  was  dedicated  to  St.  Francis  Xavier.  This  spot  is 
now  occupied  by  a  splendid  cathedral. 

Vincenues  has  ever  been  a  Btronghold  of  Catholicism,  The 
Church  there  has  educated  ajid  sent  out  many  clergymen  of  her 
faith,  some  of  whom  have  become  bishops,  or  attained  other  liigh 
positions  in  ecclesiastical  authority. 

Aimoat  eontemporaneona  with  the  progreaa  of  the  Ohufch  at 
YinoenneB  was  a  miaaionary  work  near  the  mouth  of  the  Wea  river, 
among  the  Onkteuons,  hut  the  settlement  there  waa  broken  up  in 
early  day. 

NATIONAL  POLICIES. 

THE  OBBAT  PBENOa  80HB1CB. 

Soon  after  the  diseoTery  of  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  by  La- 
Salle  in  1682,  the  government  of  France  began  to  enoourage  the 
policy  of  eatabliahing  a  line  of  trading  posts  and  missionary 
stations  extending  through  the  West  from  Canada  to  Louisiana, 
and  this  policy  waa  maintained,  with  partial  snooeea,  for  about  75 
years.  The  traders  persisted  in  importing  whisky,  which  canodled 
nearly  every  civilizing  influence  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  Indian,  and  the  vast  distances  between  posts  prevented  that 
strength  which  can  be  enjoyed  only  by  close  and  convenient  inter- 
communication. Another  characteristic  of  Indian  nature  was  to 
listen  attentively  to  all  the  missionary  said,  pretending  to  believe 
all  he  preached,  and  then  offer  in  turn  his  theory  of  the  world,  of 
religion,  etc.,  and  because  he  was  nut  listened  to  with  tlie  same 
degree  of  attention  and  pretense  of  belief,  would  go  ofif  disgusted. 
This  was  his  idea  of  the  golden  rule. 

The  river  St.  Joseph  of  Lake  Michigan  was  called  ''the  river 
Hiamis*'  in  1679,  in  which  year  LaSalle  built  a  small  fort  on  its 
bank,  near  the  lake  shore.  The  principal  station  of  the  mission 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Miamis  was  established  on  the  borders  of 
this  river.  The  first  French  post  within  the  territory  of  the 
Hiamis  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Miamis,  on  an  eminence 
naturally  fortified  on  two  sides  by  the  river,  and  on  one  aide  by  a 


Digitized  by  Go 


43 


HI8T0BT  OF  XNDIAHA. 


deep  ditch  made  hy  a  fall  oC  water.  It  was  of  triangular  form. 
TUe  uiiBsionary  Hennepin  gives  a  good  description  of  it,  as  he  was 
Olio  of  the  company  who  built  it,  in  1679.  Says  he:  ^Ve  fell  tiie 
trees  that  wore  on  the  top  of  the  hill;  and  having  cleared  the  same 
from  bushes  for  about  two  musket  shot,  we  began  to  build  a 
redoubt  of  SO  feet  long  and  40  feet  broad,  with  great  square  pieces 
of  timber  laid  one  upon  another,  and  prepared  a  great  number  of 
stakes  of  about  25  feet  long  to  dri^e  into  the  ground,  to  make  our 
fort  more  iuaeceMible  on  the  river  aide.  We  employed  the  whole 
month  of  November  about  that  work,  which  waa  very  hard,  though 
we  had  no  other  food  bnt  the  bear'a  flesh  onr  aavage  killed.  Theae 
beasts  Are  very  common  in  that  place  because  of  the  great  quantity 
of  grapea  they  find  thwe;  but  their  flesh  being  too  fat  and  luscious, 
our  men  began  to  be  weary  of  it  and  desired  leave  to  go  a  hunting 
to  kill  some  wild  goats.  M.  LaSalle  denied  them  that  liberty, 
which  caused  some  murmurs  among  them;  and  it  was  but  unwill- 
ingly that  they  continued  their  work.  This,  together  with  the 
approach  of  winter  and  the  ajiiM'ehension  that  M.  LaSalie  liad  that 
his  vi'.-scl  (the  GritKn)  was  lost,  made  hirti  very  melancholy,  though 
he  concealed  it  as  niuch  as  he  could.  We  made  a  cabin  wherein 
we  pertbrraed  divine  service  every  Sunday,  and  Father  Gabriel  and 
I,  who  preached  alternately,  took  care  to  take  audi  tezta  aa  were 
suitable  to  our  present  circnmstancea  and  fit  to  inapire  na  with 
courage,  concord  and  brotherly  love.  *  *  *  The  fort  was  at 
laat  perfected,  and  called  Fort  Miamts.'* 

In  the  year  1711  the  missionary  Ciiardon,  who  was  said  to  be 
very  zealous  and  a|>t  in  the  acquisition  of  languages,  had  a  station 
on  the  St.  Joseph  about  60  miles  alxwe  the  mouth.  Charlevoix, 
another  distinguished  missionary  from  France,  visited  a  post  on 
this  river  in  1721.  In  a  letter  dated  at  the  })lace,  Aug.  16,  he  says: 
"There  is  a  commandant  here,  with  a  small  garrison.  His  house, 
which  is  but  a  very  sorry  one,  is  called  the  fort,  from  its  being  sur- 
rounded with  an  indilferent  palisado,  which  is  pretty  near  the  case 
in  all  the  rest.  We  have  here  two  villages  of  Indians,  one  of  the 
Miamia  and  the  other  of  the  Pottawatomies,  both  of  them  mostly 
Chriatlans;  but  as  they  have  been  for  a  long  time  without  any  paa* 
tors,  the  missionary  who  has  been  lately  sent  to  them  will  have  no 
small  difficulty  in  bringing  them  back  to  the  exercise  of  their  ie> 
ligioD.'*  He  speaks  also  of  the  main  commodity  Ibr  which  the  In« 
dians  would  part  with  their  goods,  namely,  spirituous  llqnors, 
which  they  drink  and  keep  drunk  upon  as  long  as  a  supply  lasted. 
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More  than  a  centary  and  a  half  has  now  passed  since  Charlevoix 
penned  the  above,  without  any  change  wiiatever  in  this  trait  of  Iii- 
.dian  character. 

In  1705  the  Miami  nation,  or  conl'ederacj,  was  composed  of  four 
tribes,  whose  total  namber  of  varrtora  whs  estimated  at  only  1,050 
men.  Of  these  about  S50  were  Twigh twees,  or  Miamis  proper, 
800  Weat,  or  Oniatenons.SOO  Piankesbawsand  200  ShoekeYB;  and 
at  this  time  the  principal  villages  of  the  Twightwees  were  situated 
abont  the  head  of  the  Manraee  river  at  and  near  the  place  whore 
Fort  Wajne  now  is.  The  larger  Wea  villages  were  near  the  banks 
of  the  "Wabash  river,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  Pust  Ouiatenon;  and 
the  Shockeya  and  Piankeshaws  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Vermil- 
lion and  on  the  borders  of  the  Wabash  between  Yincennes  and 
Ouiatenon.  Branches  of  the  Pottawatomie,  Shawnee,  Delaware  and 
Kickapoo  tribes  were  permitted  at  different  times  to  enter  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  Miamis  and  reside  i'vr  a  while. 

The  wars  in  wiiich  France  and  Ent^land  were  engaged,  from  1688 
to  1697,  retarded  the  growth  of  the  colonies  of  those  nations  in 
Korth  America,  and  tiie  efforts  made  by  France  to  connect  Canada 
and  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico  by  a  chain  of  trading  posts  and  colonies 
zmtnrally  excited  the  jealonsy  of  England  and  gradaaUy  laid  the 
fbnndation  for  a  atmggle  at  ar  ma.  After  several  stations  were  estab- 
lished elsewhere  in  the  West,  trading  posts  were  started  at  the 
Miami  villages,  which  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Maumee,  at  the  Wea 
Tillages  about  Ouiatenon  on  the  Wabash,  and  at  the  Piankeshaw  vii> 
lages  about  the  present  sight  of  Vincennes.  It  is  probable  that  before 
the  close  of  the  year  1719,  temporary  trading  posts  were  erected  at  the 
sites  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ouiatenon  and  Vincennes.  These  points  were 
probably  often  visited  by  French  fur  traders  jjrior  to  1700.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  English  people  in  this  country  commenced  also  to 
establish  military  posts  west  of  the  Alleghaaies,  and  thus  matters 
went  on  nntil  they  natarallj  culminated  in  a  general  war,  which, 
being  waged  by  the  French  and  Indians  combined  on  one  side,  was 
called  "  the  French  and  Indian  war."  This  war  was  terminated  in 
1768  by  a  treaty  at  Paris,  by  whieh  France  ceded  to  Great  Britain 
all  of  North  Amenoa  east  of  the  Mississippi  except  New  Orleans 
and  the  island  on  which  it  is  situated;  and  indeed,  France  hud  the 
preceding  autumn,  by  a  secret  convention,  ceded  to  Spain  all  the 
country  west  of  that  river. 
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POMTIAO'fl  WAJR. 

In  1762,  after  Canada  and  Us  dependencies  had  been  enrrendered' 
to  the  English,  Pontiac.'and  his  partisans  secretly  organized  a  pow- 
erfnl  oonfederacy  in  order  to  eniehat  one  blo«r  all  English  power 
in  the  West  This  great  sebome  waa  skillful Ij  projected  and  caa- 
tionsly  matured. 

The  principal  aet  In  the  profj^ranime  was  to  gain  admittance  into> 
the  fort  at  Detroit,  on  pretense  of  a  friendly  visit,  with  short* 
encd  muskets  conoealed  under  their  blankets,  and  on  agiven  signal 
snddenly  break  forth  upon  the  gai'rison;  butan  inadvertent  remark 
of  an  Indian  woman  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  plot,  which  was  con- 
sequently averted.  Pontiacand  his  warriors  afterward  made  many 
attacks  upon  the  Ent^h'^h,  some  of  whicii  were  successful,  but  tha 
Indians  were  tiaally  defeated  in  the  general  war. 

BBinSH  POLIOT. 

In  1765  the  total  number  of  French  families  within  the  limits  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  did  not  probably  exceed  600.  These 
were  in  settlements  about  Detroit,  along  the  river  Wabash  and  tlie 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Chartres  on  the  Mississippi.  Of  these  fami- 
lies, about  80  or  90  resided  at  Post  Yinoennes,  14  at  Fort  Oniate- 
non,  on  the  Wabash^and  nine  or  ten  at  the  oonflaence  of  the  St^ 
Mary  and  St.  Joseph  rivers. 

The  colonial  poli^  of  the  British  goTcmment  opposed  anj  meas- 
niea  which  might  strengthen  settlements  in  the  interior  of  thia 
country,  lest  they  become  self-supporting  and  independent  of  tha 
mother  country;  hence  the  early  and  rapid  settlement  of  the  North- 
western territory  was  still  further  retarded  by  the  short-8i<rlited 
selfishness  of  England.  That  fatal  policy  consisted  mainly  in  hold- 
ing the  land  in  the  hands  of  the  government  and  not  ullowing  it  to 
be  sulxlivided  and  sold  to  settlers.  But  in  spite  of  all  her  efforts 
in  this  direction,  she  constantly  made  just  such  efforts  as  provoked 
the  American  peoj)le  to  rebel,  and  to  rebel  successfully,  which  was 
within  15  years  after  the  perfect  close  of  the  French  and  Indiau 
war. 

AMERICAN  POLIOT. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  the  shrewd  statesman  and  wise  Governor  of 
Virginia,  saw  from  the  first  that  actual  occupation  of  Western  landa 
was  the  only  way  to  keep  them  out  of  the  hands  of  foreignera  and 
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Indians.  Therefore,  directly  aStet  the  conqneet  of  Yinoenaee  by 

Clark,  he  engaged  a  scientific  corps  to  proceed  under  an  escort  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  ascertain  by^celestial  observations  tlie  point 
on  that  river  intersected  by  latitude  36°  30  ,  the  sonthern  limit  of 
the  State,  and  to  measure  its  distance  to  the  Ohio.  To  Goti.  Clark 
was  entrusted  the  conduct  of  the  militjiry  operations  in  tliat  quar- 
ter. He  was  ins^tructed  to  select  a  strong  position  near  that  point 
and  establish  there  a  lort  and  garrison ;  thence  to  extend  his  ct)nque8t8 
northward  to  the  lakes,  erecting  forts  at  different  points,  which 
might  serve  as  monuments  of  actual  poBSeesion,  besides  affording 
pioteetion  to  that  portion  of  the  country.  Fort  ''Jefferson  "  was 
erected  and  garrisoned  on  the  Mississippi  a  few  miles  Above  (he 
southern  limit 

The  result  of  fhese  operations  was  the  addition,  to  the  chartered 
limits  of  Virginia,  of  that  immense  region  known  as  the  Nortii- 
western  Territory."  The  simple  fact  that  such  and  such  forts  were 
established  by  the  Americans  in  this  vast  re<;ion  convinced  tiio  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  that  we  had  entitled  ourselves  to  the  land.  But 
where  ara  those   monuments  "  of  our  power  now! 

I2n>tAN  SATAOKBY. 

As  a  striking  example  of  the  inhuman  treatment  which  the  early 
Indians  were  capable  of  giving  white  people,  we  quote  the  follow 
ing  blood-cnrdling  story  from  Mr.  Ooz*  BecoUections  'of  the 
Wabash  Valley": 

On  the  11th  of  Febmaiy,  1781,  a  wagoner  named  Irvin  Hinton 
was  sent  from  the  block-house  at  Louisville,  £y.,  to  Harrodsburg 
for  a  load  of  provisions  for  the  fort  Two  young  men,  Richard 
Bue  and  George  Holman,  aged  respectively  19  and  16  years,  were 
sent  as  guards  to  protect  the  wagon  from  the  depredations  of  any 
hostile  Indians  who  might  be  lurking  in  the  cane-brakes  or  ravines 
through  which  they  must  pass.  Soon  after  their  start  a  ^^ovcrc 
snow-storm  set  in  which  lasted  until  at'ternooit.  Lest  tHe  melting 
snow  might  dampen  the  powder  in  their  ritles,  the  guards  fired 
them  off,  intending  to  reload  them  as  soon  as  the  storm  ceased. 
Hinton  drove  the  huraes  while  liue  walked  a  few  rods  ahead  and 
Holman  about  the  same  distance  behind.  As  they  ascended  a  hill 
about  eight  miles  from  Louisville  Hinton  heard  some  one  say  Wliqa 
to  the  horses.  Supposing  that  something  was  wrong  about  the 
wsgon,  he  stopped  and  asked  Holman  why  he  had  called  him  to 
halK   Holman  said  that  he  had  not  spoken;  Rue  also  denied  it, 
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bot  said  that  be  liad  beard  Uie  Toioe  distinotlf .  At  this  time  a  voice 
cried  out,  I  will  solve  the  mystery  for  yon;  it  was  Simon  Gir^  that 

critd  Wlioa,  and  he  meant  what  he  said," — at  tlie  same  time  emerg- 
ing from  a  sink-Iiole  a  few  rods  from  the  roadside,  followed  hy  13 
Indians,  who  immediately  surrounded  the  three  Kentuckians  and 
demanded  them  to  surrender  or  die  instantly.  The  little  ])arty, 
making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  sarreadered  to  this  renegade  white 
man  and  hie  Indian  allies. 

Being  60  near  two  forts, Girty  made  all  jMjBsible  s})ped  in  making 
fast  his  prisoners,  selecting  the  lines  and  other  parts  of  the  harness, 
he  prepared  for  an  immediate  flight  across  the  Ohio.  The  panta> 
loous  of  ^e  pnsoDerp  were  cut  off  about  foar  inclies  above  the 
kneeS|  and  thos  they  started  thronith  the  deep  snow  as  fast  as  the 
borsee  oonld  trot»  leaving  the  wagon,  containing  a  few  empty  bar- 
rels, standing  in  the  road.  They  continned  tbeir  march  for  sev- 
eral cold  days,  without  fire  at  night,  until  they  reached  Wa-pnc-ca- 
nat>ta,  where  they  compelled  tlieir  prisoners  to  rnn  the  gauntlet  as 
they  entered  the  village.  Hinton  first  ran  the  gauntlet  and  reached 
the  council-house  after  receiving  several  severe  blows  upon  the  head 
and  shoulders.  Kue  next  ran  between  the  lines,  pnjh-ued  by  an 
Indian  with  an  uplifted  tomahawk.  lie  far  outstripped  his  pursuer 
and  dodged  most  of  the  blows  aimed  at  him.  Holman  complaining 
that  it  was  too  severe  a  test  for  a  worn-out  stripling  like  himself, 
was  allowed  to  run  between  two  lines  of  squaws  and  bojfs,  and  was 
followed  by  an  Indton  with  a  long  switch. 

The  first  council  of  the  Indians  did  not  dispose  of  these  young 
men;  they  were  waiting  for  the  presence  of  other  chiefe  and  war- 
riors. Hinton  escaped,  but  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  he 
was  re^pturcd.  Now  the  Indians  were  glad  that  they  had  an 
occasion  to  indulge  in  the  infernal  joy  of  burning  him  at  once. 
Soon  after  their  supper,  which  they  shared  with  their  victim,  tin  v 
drove  the  stake  into  the  ground,  piled  up  the  fagots  in  a  circle 
around  it,  strijiped  and  blackened  the  prisoner,  tied  him  to  the 
stake,  and  applied  the  torch.  It  was  a  slow  fire.  The  war-wlioop 
then  thrilled  through  the  dark  surrounding  forest  like  the  chorus 
ot  a  band  of  infernal  ppirits  esouped  from  pandemonium,  and  the 
scalp  dance  was  struck  up  by  those  demons  in  human  shape,  who 
for  hours  encircled  their  victim,  brandishing  their  tomahawks  and 
war  dnbe,  and  venting  their  execrations  upon  the  helpless  sufferer, 
who  died  about  midnight  from  the  eflbets  of  the  slow  heat.  As 
soon  as  he  fell  upon  the  ground,  the  Indian  who  first  discovered 
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liim  in  the  woods  that  erening  sprang  in,  sank  his  tonwbawk  into 
his  aknil  aboTO  the  ear,  and  with  hia  knife  stripped  off  the  sealp, 
whidi  he  bore  back  with  him  to  the  town  as  a  trophy,  and  whidi 
iras  tanntingly  thmst  into  the  faces  of  Rue  and  Holmani  with  the 
qnestion,  "  Can  yon  smell  the  fire  on  the  scalp  of  yonr  red-headed 
friend  f  We  cooked  him  and  left  him  for  the  wolves  to  make  a 
breakfast  npon;  that  is  the  way  we  serve  runaway  prisoners." 

After  a  march  of  three  days  more,  the  prisoners,  Rue  and  Hol- 
man,  had  to  run  the  gauntlets  again,  and  barely  got  through  with 
their  lives.  It  was  decided  that  they  should  both  be  burned  at  the 
«take  that  night,  though  this  decision  was  far  from  being  unani- 
moQB.  The  necessary  preparations  were  made,  dry  sticks  and 
bmah  were  gathered'  and  piled  aionnd  two  stakes,  the  &oes 
and  hands  of  the  doomed  men  were  Uaekened  in  the  cnstomaiy 
manner,  and  as  the  evening  approached  the  poor  wretdhee  sat  look- 
ing npon  the  setting  sun  for  the  laat  time^  An  nnnsnal  exdtement 
was  manifest  in  a  nnmher  of  chieb  who  still  lingered  about  the 
oonncil-honBe.  At  a  panse  in  the  contention,  a  noble- looking  In- 
dian approached  the  prisoners,  and  after  speaking  a  few  words  to 
the  guards,  tookllolman  by  the  hand,  lifted  him  to  his  feet,  cut  the 
cords  that  bound  hira  to  his  fellow  prisoners,  removed  the  black  from 
his  face  and  hands,  put  his  hand  kindly  upon  his  head  and  said:  "  I 
adopt  you  as  my  son,  to  fill  the  place  of  the  one  I  have  lately  buried; 
yon  are  now  a  kitisiuan  of  Logan,  the  white  man's  friend,  as  he  lias 
been  called,  but  who  has  lately  proven  himself  to  be  a  terrible 
avenger  of  the  wrongs  inflieted  upon  him  by  the  bloody  Gres^  and 
his  men.'*  With  evident  relnctanoe^  Qirtj  interpreted  this  to  Hbl- 
man,  who  was  thns  nnexpeetedly  fireed. 

Bot  thepreparationsibr  the  burning  of  Rne  went  on.  Holman 
and  Rue  embraced  each  other  most  affectionately,  with  a  sorrow  too 
deep  for  description.  Bnewas  then  tied  to  one  of  the  stakes;  but 
the  general  contention  among  the  Indians  had  not  ceased.  Just  as 
tlie  lighted  fagots  were  about  to  be  applied  to  the  dry  brush  piled 
around  the  devoted  youth,  a  tall,  active  young  Shawnee,  a  son  of 
the  victim's  captor,  sprang  into  the  ring,  and  cutting  the  cords 
which  bound  hira  to  the  stake,  led  hira  out  amidst  the  deafening 
plaudits  of  a  part  of  the  crowd  and  the  execrations  of  the  rest.  Re- 
gardless of  threats,  he  caused  water  to  be  brought  and  the  black  to 
be  washed  from  the  fooe  and  hands  of  the  prisoner,  whose  dothes 
were  then  returned  to  him,  when  the  young  brave  said:  ^Itske 
this  young  man  to  be  my  brother,  in  the  plaoe  of  one  I  lately  lott; 
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I  loved  that  brother  well;  I  will  love  this  one,  too;  my  old  mother 
will  be  glad  when  I  tell  her  that  I  have  brought  her  a  son,  in  placft 
of  the  dear  departed  one.  We  want  no  more  victirae.  The  burning 
of  Red-head  [Hinton]  ought  to  satisfy  us.  These  innocent  young 
men  do  not  merit  such  cruel  fate;  I  would  rather  die  mjself  than 
see  this  adopted  brother  burned  at  the  stake." 

A  loud  ehont  of  approbatioa  thowed  that  the  young  Shawnee  had 
triDmpliedi  though  diMmaioD  was  maniieBt  among  the  ▼ariona 
tribes  afterward.  Some  of  them  abandoned  tfadr  trip  to  Detroit,, 
others  retarded  to  Wa-puc-ca-nat>ta,  a  few  turned  toward  the  Mis- 
sissinewa  and  the  Wabash  towns,  while  a  portion  continued  to  De- 
troit.  Holman  was  taken  back  to  Wa-puo-ca-nat  ta,  where  he  re- 
mained most  of  the  time  of  his  captivity.  Rue  was  taken  first  to 
the  Mississinewa,  then  to  the  Wabasli  towns.  Two  years  of  his 
eventful  captivity  were  spent  in  the  region  of  the  Wabash  and  Illi- 
nois rivers*  bnt  the  last  few  montlis  at  Detroit;  was  in  eaptiTity 
altogether  ahont  three  yean  and  a  half. 

Bne  eflbeted  his  escape  in  the  fi>Uowing  manner:  Daring  ono  of 
the  drunken  revels  of  the  Indians  near  Detroit  one  of  them  lost  a 
purse  of  $90;  various  tribes  were  suspected  of  feloniously  keeping 
the  treasnre,  and  mnch  iie^ly  speculation  was  indulged  in  as  to  wha 
was  the  thiet.  At  length  a  prophet  of  a  tribe  that  was  not  suspected 
was  called  to  divine  the  mystery.  He  spread  sand  over  a  green 
deer-skin,  watched  it  awhile  and  performed  various  manipulations, 
and  professed  to  see  that  die  money  had  been  stolen  and  carried 
away  by  a  tribe  entirely  diffnrent  from  any  that  had  been 
snspifiioned;  bnt  he  was  shrewd  enough  not  to  announce  who  the 
thief  was  or  the  tribe  he  belonged  to,  lest  a  war  might  arise.  His 
decision  qaieted  the  belligerent  uprisings  Uireatened  by  the  excited 
Indians. 

Rue  and  two  other  prisoners  saw  this  display  of  the  propliet's 
skill  and  concluded  to  interrogate  him  soon  concerning  their  faiiii- 
lies  at  home.  The  opportunity  occurred  in  a  few  days,  and  the  In- 
dian aeeractnally  astonished  Roe  with  the  aoeuracy  witii  whieh  be 
described  his  &mily,  and  added,  Yoa  all  intend  to  make  yoor 
escape^  and  yon  will  effiact  it  soon.  Ton  wiU  meet  with  many  trials 
and  hardships  in  passing  over  so  wild  a  district  of  country,  inhabited 
by  so  many  hostile  nations  of  Indians.  You  will  almost  starve  to 
death;  but  about  the  time  yon  have  ^iven  up  all  hope  of  finding 
game  to  sustain  you  in  your  famished  condition,  succor  will  come 
when  you  least  expect  it  The  first  game  you  will  succeed  in  taking 
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iHUbd  a  male  of  some  kind;  after  that  jon  will  have  plenty  of 
gfuneand  return  home  in  safe^." 

The  prophet  kept  this  matter  a  secret  for  the  prisonerSi  and  the 

latter  in  a  few  days  set  off  upon  their  terrible  journey,  and  Imd 
jnst  such  experience  as  the  Indian  prophet  had  foretold;  they 
arrived  home  with  their  lives,  but  were  pretty  well  worn  oat  with  the 
exposures  and  privations  of  a  three  weeks' journey. 

On  the  return  of  Ilolniau's  party  of  Indians  to  Wa-puc-ca-nat-ta, 
mach  dissatisfaction  existed  ia  regard  to  the  manner  of  his  release 
from  tlio  se&tenee  of  condemnation  prononnoed  againat  him  by  the 
eonndl.  Many  were  in  favor  of  reoaUinf^  the  eonneil  and  trying 
him  agiin,  and  this  was  finally  agreed  to^  The  yonng  man  waa 
aii^ain  pnt  npon  trial  for  his  Itlbi  with  a  strong  probability  of  his 
being  oondmnned  to  the  stake.  Both  parties  worked  hard  for  Tic- 
tory  in  the  final  vote,  which  eventually  proved  to  give  a  majority  of 
one  for  the  prisoner's  acquittal. 

While  with  the  Indians,  Ilolman  eaw  them  bum  at  the  stake  a 
Kentuckian  named  Richard  Hogeland,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner 
at  the  defeat  of  Col.  Crawford.  They  commenced  burning  him  at 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  continued  roastina;  him  until  ten  o'clock 
the  next  day,  before  he  expired.  During  his  excruciating  tortures  he 
begged  for  some  of  them  to  end  his  life  and  sutierings  with  a  gun 
or  tomahawk.  Finally  his  cruel  tormentors  promised  they  would, 
and  cut  several  deep  gashes  in  his  flesh  wi^  their  tomahawks,  and 
shoveled  up  hot  ashes  and  embers  and  threw  them  into  the  gaping 
wonnds.  When  he  was  dead  they  stripped  off  his  sealp,  ent  him 
to  pieces  and  burnt  him  to  ashes,  whidi  they  scattered  through  the 
town  to  expel  the  evil  spirits  from  it 

After  a  captivity  of  about  three  years  and  a  half,  Holman  saw  an 
opportunity  of  going  on  amission  for  the  destitute  Indians,  namely, 
of  going  to  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  where  he  had  a  rich  uncle,  from 
whom  they  could  get  what  supplies  they  wanted.  They  let  him  go 
with  a  guard,  but  on  arriving  at  Louisville,  where  Gen.  Clark  was 
in  command,  he  was  ransomed,  and  he  reached  iiome  only  three 
days  after  the  arrival  of  Rue.  Both  these  men  lived  to  a  good  old 
age,  terminating  their  lives  at  their  home  about  two  miles  south  of 
Richmond,  lud. 
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In  the  summer  of  1778,  Col.  George  Rogers  Clark,  a  native  of 
AU)€marle  coiintj,  Va.,  led  a  memorable  expedition  against  the 
ancient  French  eattlements  about  Kaskaskia  and  Post  Vincennes. 
With  respect  to  the  maguitudo  of  its  design,  the  valor  and  perse- 
verance with  which  it  was  carried  on,  and  the  memorable  results 
whJdi  were  produced  bj  it,  this  expedition  sttodswitlMNitftpftraliel 
in  the  early  annate  of  tiie  ▼alley  of  the  Miaeissippi.  That  portion 
of  the  West  called  Eentadgr  was  occnpied  bj  Henderson  A  Oo., 
who  pretended  to  own  the  land  and  who  held  it  at  a  high  price. 
CoL  Olark  wished  to  test  the  Talidity  of  their  claim  and  adjust  the 
government  of  the  oonntrj  so  as  to  encourage  immigration.  He 
«ccordingly  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  at  HanrodstowUi  to 
assemble  June  6, 1776,  and  consider  the  claims  of  the  company  and 
consult  with  reference  to  the  interest  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
At  first  publish  the  exact  aim  of  this  movement,  lest  parties  would 
be  formed  in  advance  and  block  the  enterprise;  also,  if  the  object 
of  the  meeting  were  not  announced  beforehand,  the  curiosity  of  the 
people  to  know  what  was  to  be  pro|)08ed  would  bring  out  a  much 
^greater  attendance. 

The  meeting  was  held  on  the  day  appointed,  and  delegates  were 
«elected  to  treat  with  the  goTemment  of  Virginia,  to  see  whether 
3t  would  be  best  to  become  a  county  in  that  State  and  be  protected 
hy  it,  etc  Yarions  delays  on  aooount  of  the  remoteness  of  the 
wUleeettlers  from  the  older  communities  of  Yiiginiaand  the  hos. 
tility  ^  Indians  in  every  direction,  prevented  a  consummation  of 
this  object  until  some  time  in  1778.  The  government  of  Virginia 
was  friendly  to  Clark's  enterprise  to  a  certain  extent,  but  claimed 
that  they  had  not  authority  to  do  much  more  than  to  lend  a  little 
assistance  for  which  payment  should  be  made  at  some  future  time, 
as  it  was  not  certain  whether  Kentucky  would  become  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia or  not.  Gov.  Henry  and  a  few  gentlemen  were  individually 
ao  hearty  in  favor  of  Clark's  benevolent  nndertaking  that  they 
assisted  him  all  thej  could.  Accordingly  Mr.  Glarh  organised  his 
lexpedition,  keeping  every  particular  secret  lest  powerful  parties 
wald  form  in  the  West  against  him.  He  took  in  stores  at  Pitts- 
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bug  and  Wlieeling,  prooeeded  down  the  Ohio  to  the  Falls,'* 
where  he  took  posseMionof  an  Ulaad  of  a  abont  seven  aerei)  and 
•diTided  it  among  a  small  number  of  familiesy  for  whose  protection 
he  Qonstrooted  some  light  fortifieatioDB.  At  this  time  Poet  Yin* 
oennes  comprised  abont  400  militia,  and  it  was  a  daring  undertak- 
ing for  Col.  Clark,  with  his  email  force,  to  go  op  agiinst  it  and  Eaa- 
kaskia,  as  he  had  planned.  Indeed,  some  of  his  men^on  hearing  of 
his  plan,  deserted  him.  He  conducted  himself  so  as  to  gain  the 
sympathy  of  the  French,  and  through  them  also  that  of  the 
Indians  to  some  extent,  as  both  these  people  were  very  bitter 
against  the  British,  who  had  possession  of  the  Lake  Region, 

From  the  nature  of  the  situation  Clark  concluded  it  was  best  to 
take  Easkaskia  first.  The  fact  that  the  people  ir^arded  him  as  a 
savage  rebel,  he  regarded  as  really  a  good  tbhfig  in  his  ikvor;  for 
after  the  first  Tictoiy  he  wonld  show  them  so  mnch  nnezpeoted 
lenity  that  tbqr  wonld  rally  to  his  standard.  In  this  policy  he  was 
indeed  sacoessfhL  fie  arrested  a  few  men  and  pnt  them  in  irons. 

priest  of  the  village,  aooompanied  by  five  or  six  aged  dtiaens, 
waited  on  Glark  and  said  that  the  inhabiteats  expected  to  be  separ- 
ated, perhaps  never  to  meet  again,  and  they  begged  to  be  permitted 
to  assemble  in  their  church  to  take  leave  of  each  other.  Clark 
mildly  replied  that  he  had  nothing  against  their  religion,  that  they 
might  continue  to  assemble  in  their  church,  but  not  venture  out  of 
town,  etc.  Thus,  by  wliat  has  since  been  termed  the  "Rarej" 
method  of  taming  horses,  Clark  showed  them  he  had  power  over 
them  but  designed  tliem  no  harm,  and  they  readily  took  the  oath 
of  allflgiance  to  Yirginla. 

After  Oburk's  arrival  at  Easkaskia  it  was  difficult  to  induce  the 
IVenoh  settlers  to  aeoept  the  ^^Continental  paper"  introdnced  by 
him  and  his  troops.  Kor  nntil  Gol.  Yigo  arrived  there  and  |par- 
anteed  its  redemption  wonld  they  receive  it  Peltries  and  piastres 
formed  the  only  currency,  and  Yigo  ibnnd  great  di£Bcalty  in  ex- 
plaining OUrk's  financial  arrangements.  ''Their  commandants 
never  made  money,"  was  the  reply  to  Vigo's  explanation  of  the 
policy  of  the  old  Dominion.  But  notwithstanding  the  guarantees, 
the  Continental  paper  fell  very  low  in  the  market.  Vigo  had  a 
trading  establishment  at  Kaskaskia,  where  he  sold  coffee  at  one 
dollar  a  ponnd,  and  all  the  other  necessaries  of  life  at  an  eqnally 
reasonable  price.  The  unsophisticated  Frenchmen  were  generally 
asked  in  what  kind  of  money  they  wonld  pay  their  Uttle  Irilla 
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"Donlenr,"  was  the  general  reply;  and  aa  an  anthoritj  oa  the  soU 
jeet  eaja,  *lt  took  about  twenty  Oontinental  dollars.to  pnrohaae  a 
ailTerdoUar'a  worth  of  Qoffee;anda8  the  French  word  "doulenr"  sigw 
nifics  grief  or  pain,  perhaps  no  word  either  in  the  French  or  Eng* 
lish  laugnages  expressed  the  idea  more  correctly  than  the  douJeur- 
for  a  Continental  dollar.  At  any  rate  it  was  truly  doulmr  to  the 
Colonel,  for  he  never  received  a  single  doHar  in  t  xefianjre  for  tlie 
large  amount  taken  from  hiui  in  order  to  sustain  Clark's  credit. 

Now,  the  post  at  Yiocennes,  defended  by  Fort  Sackville,  came 
next  The  priest  jnat  mentioned,  Mr.  Qibault,  was  really  friendly 
to  "  the  Amerieaa  intereet;"  he  had  apiritnal  eharge  of  the  ehnreh 
at  Vincennes,  and  he  with  several  otbm  were  deputed  to  assemble 
the  people  there  and  authorize  them  to  garrison  their  own  I'ort  like 
a  free  and  independent  people,  etc.  Tlii.s  plan  had  its  desired  effect^ 
and  the  people  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Virginia 
and  became  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Their  style  of  language 
and  conduct  changed  to  a  better  hue,  and  they  surprised  the  numer- 
ous Indians  in  the  vicinity  by  displaying  anew  flag  and  informing 
them  that  their  old  ttSSbiet,  tlie  King  of  Franoe^  was  eome  to  life 
again,  and  waa  mad  at  them  for  fitting  the  Engliah;  and  they  ad* 
vised  them  to  make  peace  with  tibe  Americans  as  soon  as  they 
could,  otherwise  they  might  expect  to  make  the  land  very  bloody, 
etc.  The  Indians  concluded  they  would  have  to  fall  in  line,  and 
they  offered  no  resistance.  Gapt.  Leonard  Helm,  an  American, 
wad  left  in  charge  of  this  post,  and  Clark  began  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  other  points,  iiut  before  leaving  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try he  made  treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indians;  this  he  did,  how- 
ever, by  a  di£forent  method  from  what  had  always  before  been 
followed.  By  indirect  methods  he  eansed  them  to  come  to  him^ 
instead  of  going  to  them.  He  was  convinced  that  inviting  them  to 
treaties  was  considered  by  them  in  a  different  manner  from  what 
the  whites  expected,  and  imputed  them  to  fear,  and  that  giving 
them  great  presents  confirmed  it.  He  accordingly  cstablislied 
treaties  with  the  Piankeshaws,  Ouiatenons,  Kickapoos,  Illinois, 
Kaskaskias,  Peorias  and  branches  of  some  other  tribes  that  inhab* 
ited  the  oonntry  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Mississippi. 
Upon  this  the  General  Assembly  of  .the  State  of  Virginia  dedarad 
all  the  eitiwns  settled  west  of  the  Ohio  organised  into  a  eonnly  of 
that  State,  to  be  known  as  "Illinois**  county;  but  before  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  could  be  carried  into  effect,  Henry  Hamilton,  the 
British  Lientenant-Govemor  of  Detroit,  collected  an  army  of  about 
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30  regulars,  50  Freucli  volunteers  and  400  Indians,  went  down  and 
re-took  the  post  Vincennes  in  December,  1778.  No  attempt  \va^ 
made  by  the  })opulation  to  defend  tlie  town.  Capt.  Helm  and  a 
man  named  Henry  were  the  only  AmerioaoB  m%  fhe  tart,  the  only 
members  of  the  garrisoiL  Oapt  Helm  wm  taiken  prisoner  and  a 
number  of  the  French  inhabitantB  disarmed. 

Ck>L  OUrk,  hearing  of  the  aitoation,  determined  to  reHsaptnre  the 
plaoei  He  acscordingl  j  gatibered  together  what  force  he  oonld  in 
this  distant  land,  170  men,  and  on  the  5th  of  February,  started  from 
Kaskaskia  atid  crossed  the  river  of  that  name.  The  weather  waa 
very  wet,  and  the  low  lands  were  pretty  well  covered  with  water. 
Tlie  march  was  difficult,  aii<l  tlio  Colonel  had  to  work'hard  to  keep 
his  men  in  ?])irits.  He  sutfered  them  to  shoot  game  whenever  they 
wished  and  eiit  it  like  Indian  war-dancers,  each  company  by  turns 
inviting  the  others  to  their  leasts,  which  was  the  case  every  night. 
Clark  waded  through  water  as  much  as  any  of  them,  and  thus  stimu- 
lated the  men  by  his  example.  They  reached  the  Little  Wabash 
on  the  l^th,  after  snflbring  many  and  great  hardships.  Here  a  camp 
was  formed,  and  without  waiting  to  disease  plans  for  crossing  the 
rivery  Clark  ordered  the  men  to  oonstmet  a  vessel,  and  pretended 
that  crossing  the  stream  iionld  be  only  a  piece  of  amusement,  al- 
though inwardly  he  held  a  different  opinion. 

The  second  day  afterward  a  reconnoitering  party  was  sent  across 
the  river,  who  returned  and  made  an  encouraging  report.  A  scaf- 
folding was  built  on  the  opposite  shore,  upon  which  tlie  baggage 
was  placed  as  it  was  tediously  ferried  over,  and  the  new  camping 
ground  was  a  nice  half  acre  of  dry  laud.  There  were  many  amuse- 
ments, indeed,  in  getting  across  the  river,  which  put  all  the  men  in 
high  spirits.  The  succeeding  two  or  three  days  they  had  to  march 
through  a  great  deal  of  water,  having  on  the  night  of  the  17th  ta 
encamp  in  the  wateri  near  the  Big  Wabash. 

At  daybreak  on  the  18th  they  heard  the  signal  gun  at  Yinoennes, 
and  at  once  commenced  their  mareh.  Beaching  tiie  Wabash  about 
two  o^dock,  they  constructed  rafts  to  eross  the  river  on  a  boat-steal- 
ing expedition,  bat  labored  all  day  and  night  to  no  purpose.  On 
the  19th  they  began  to  make  a  canoe,  in  which  a  second  attempt  to 
steal  boats  was  ma  le,  1  It  tin's  expedition  returned,  reporting  that 
there  were  two  *'large  lires"  within  a  mile  of  them.  Clark  sent  a 
canoe  down  the  river  to  meet  the  vessel  that  was  supposed  to  be  on 
her  way  up  with  the  supfilies,  with  orders  to  hasten  forward  day  and 
night    This  was  their  last  hope,  as  their  provisions  were  entirely 
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gone^  and  Bturvtttioii  teemed  to  be  Covering  abont  them.  The  next 
day  they  oommenoed  to  make  more  owioes,  when  abont  noon  the 
sentinel  on  the  river  bronght  a  boat  with  five  Frenchmen  from  the 
forL  From  this  party  thcj  learned  that  they  were  not  as  yet  dia. 
covered.  All  tlie  army  oroSBed  the  river  in  two  canoee  the  next 
day,  and  as  Clark  had  determined  to  reach  the  town  that  night,  he 
ordered  his  men  to  move  forward.  They  plnnged  into  the  water 
sometimes  to  the  neck,  for  over  three  miles. 

Witliout  food,  bennrabed  with  cold,  up  to  their  waists  in  water, 
*  covered  with  broken  ice,  the  men  at  onetime  mutinied  and  refused 
to  march.  All  the  persuasions  of  Clark  had  no  effect  npon  the 
half-etarved  and  half-frozen  soldiers.  In  one  company  was  a  small 
drummer  boy,  and  also  a  sergeant  who  stood  six  feet  two  inches  in 
socks,  and  stoat  and  athletic.  He  was  devoted  to  Clark.  The  Gen- 
eral mmmted  the  little  drammer  on  the  shonldms  of  the  stalwart 
sergeant  and  ordered  him  to  plnnme  into  the  water,  half-froaen  as  it 
was.  He  did  so,  the  little  boy  beating  the  charge  from  hia  lofly 
perch,  while  Olarir,  sword  in  hand,  followed  them,  giving  the  com- 
mand as  he  threw  aside  the  floating  ice,  "Forward."  Elated  and 
amused  with  the  scene,  the  men  promptly  obeyed,  holding  their 
rifles  al)ove  their  head?,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  they  reached 
the  hi^h  land  in  perl'ect  gafety.  But  for  this  and  the  ensning  daya 
of  this  campaign  wo  quote  from  Clark's  account: 

"  This  last  day's  niarch  throup^h  the  water  was  far  superior  to  any- 
thing the  Frenchmen  had  any  idea  of.  They  were  backward  in 
speaking;  said  that  tlie  nearest  land  to  us  was  a  small  league,  a 
sugar  camp  on  the  bank  of  tlie  river.  A  caaoe  was  sent  off  and  re- 
turned widiottt  finding  that  we  conld  pass.  I  went  in  her  myself 
and  sonnded  the  wat6r  and  fonnd  it  as  deep  as  to  my  neck.  I  returned 
with  a  design  to  have  the  men  transported  on  board  the  canoes  to 
the  sugar  camp,  which  I  knew  would  expend  the  whole  day  and  en* 
suing  night,  88  the  vessels  would  pass  slowly  through  the  bushes. 
The  loss  of  so  much  time  to  men  half  starved  was  a  matter  of  con. 
sequence.  I  would  have  given  now  a  great  deal  for  a  day's  provis- 
ion, or  for  one  of  our  horses.  I  returned  but  slowly  to  the  troops, 
giving  myself  time  to  think.  On  oiir  arrival  all  ran  to  hear  what 
was  the  report;  every  eye  was  fixed  on  me;  I  unfortunately  spoke 
in  a  serious  manner  to  one  of  the  officers.  The  whole  were  alarmed 
without  knowing  what  I  said.  I  viewed  their  confusion  for  about 
one  minute;  I  whispered  to  those  near  me  to  do  as  I  did,  immedi- 
ately put  some  water  in  my  hand,  poured  on  powder,  blackened  my 
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the  war-whoop,  sod  marched  into  the  water  without  tty- 
iug  a  word.  The  party  j^ased  and  fell  in,  one  after  another  without 
saying  a  word,  like  a  flock  of  sheep^  I  ordered  those  near  me  to 
begin  a  favorite  Bong  of  theirs;  it  soon  passed  tiurongh  theline^and 
the  whole  went  on  cheerfully. 

"  I  Tiow  intended  to  have  them  transported  across  the  deepest 
part  of  the  water;  but  when  about  waist-deep,  one  of  the  men  in- 
formed me  that  he  thought  he  felt  a  path;  we  examined  and  found 
it  so,  and  concluded  that  it  kept  on  the  highest  ground,  which  it  did, 
and  by  taking  pains  to  follow  it,  we  got  to  the  sui^ftr  camp  with  no  * 
difficulty,  where  there  was  about  half  an  acre  of  dry  ground, — at 

least  ground  not'  under  waler»  and  tiiere  we  took  np  our  lodgiug. 
•  «  *  •         '  •  « 

The  night  had  been  eolder  than  any  we  had  had,  and  the  ice  in 
the  morning  was  one-half  or  three-qnartera  of  an  ineh  thiek  in  still 

water;  the  morning  was  the  finest.  A  little  after  sunrise  I  lectured 
the  whole;  what  I  said  to  them  I  forget,  but  I  concluded  by  in- 
forming them  that  passing  the  plain  then  in  full  view,  and 
reaching  the  opposite  woods  would  put  an  end  to  their  fatigue; 
that  in  a  few  hours  they  would  have  a  sight  of  their  long  wished-for 
object;  and  immediately  stepped  into  the  water  withont  waiting 
for  any  reply.  A  huzza  took  place.  As  we  generally  marched 
ehrough  the  water  in  aline,  before  the  third  man  entered,  I  called  to 
Major  BowmaQ,  ordering  him  to  fall  in  the  rear  of  the  25  men,  and 
put  to  death  any  man  ^o  refiised  to  mareih.  This  met  with  a  exy 
of  approbation,  and  on  we  went.  Getting  ahont  the  middle  of  the 
plain,  the  water  about  mid-deep,  I  found  myself  sensibly  &iKng; 
and  as  thero  were  no  trees  nor  bushes  for  the  men  to  support  them- 
selves by,  I  feared  that  many  of  the  weak  would  be  drowned.  I  or- 
dered the  canoes  to  make  the  land,  discharge  their  loading,  and  play 
backward  and  forward  with  aU diligence  and  pick  up  the  men;  and 
tf>  encourage  the  party,  sent  some  of  the  strongest  men  forward, 
with  orders  when  they  got  to  a  certain  distance,  to  pass  the  word 
back  that  the  water  was  getting  shallow,  and  when  getting  near  the 
woods,  to  cry  out  land.  This  stratagem  had  its  desired  effect;  the 
men  exerted  tliemselves  almost  beyond  their  abilities,  the  weak 
holding  by  the  stronger.  The  water,  however,  did  not  become 
shallower,  but  continued  deepening.  Getting  to  the  woods  where 
the  men  expected  land,  the  water  was  up  to  my  shoulders;  but 
gaining  the  woods  was  of  great  conseqnenoe;  all  the  low  men  and 
weakly  hung  to  the  trees  and  floated  on  the  old  logs  until  they  were 
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taken  oti' by  the  cati'ifg;  the  .-trorig  and  tall  ixot  ashore  and  bailt 
tires.  Muiiy  wuiild  reach  the  ehore  and  tali  with  their  bodies  half 
in  the  water,  not  beinf^  al>le  to  support  tlieinselves  without  it. 

"This  was  a  dry  and  delii^litt'ul  spot  ot"  ground  of  about  ten  acres. 
Fortunately,  as  if  designed  by  Providence,  a  canoe  of  Indian  squaws 
and  children  was  coining  up  to  town,  and  took  through  this  part  of 
the  plain  as  a  nigh  way ;  it  was  discovered  by  our  eanoe-men  as  they 
were  out  after  the  otb«r  men.  They  gave  chase  and  took  the  Indian  • 
canoe»  on  board  of  which  was  nearly  half  a  qnarter  of  bnflUo,  some 
corn,  tallow,  kettles,  etc.  This  was  an  invalnable  prise.  Broth  was 
immcdiatdy  made  and  served  ont,  especially  to  the  weakly;  nearly 
all  of  OS  got  a  little;  but  a  great  many  gave  their  part  to  the 
weakly,  ia3'ing  something  cheering  to  their  comrades.  By  the 
'aftemooTK  this  refreshment  and  fine  weather  had  greatly  invigor- 
ated the  whole  jKirty. 

''Crossing'  a  narruw  and  deep  hike  in  the  canoes,  and  marching 
some  distance,  we  came  to  a  copBe  of  tiiiiher  called  '  Warrior's 
Ifehind.'  We  were  now  in  full  view  of  the  fort  and  town;  it  was 
about  two  miles  distant,  with  not  a  shrub  intervening.  Every  man 
now  feasted  his  eyes  and  forgot  that  he  had  suffered  anything,  say- 
ing that  all  whieh  had  passed  was  owing  to  good  policy,  and  noth- 
ing but  what  a  man  eonld  bear,  and  that  a  soldier  had  no  right  to 
think,  passing  from  one  extreme  to  the  other, — which  is  common  in  * 
such  cases.  And  now  stratagem  was  neoessaiy.  The  plain  between 
ns  and  the  town  was  not  a  perfect  level ;  the  sunken  gronnds  were 
covered  with  water  full  of  ducks.  We  observed  sevoral  men  within 
abalf  a  mile  of  as  shooting  ducks,  and  sent  out  some  of  onr  active 
young  Frenchmen  to  take  one  of  these  men  prisoners  without 
alarminf;  the  rest,  whicli  they  did.  The  information  we  got  from 
tliis  person  was  similar  to  that  which  we  got  from  tiiose  taken  on  the 
river,  except  that  of  the  British  having  that  evening  coiii])IetfHl  tiio 
wall  of  the  fort,  and  that  there  were  a  great  many  Indians  in  town. 

Our  situation  was  now  critical.  No  possibility  of  retreat  in 
case  of  defeati  and  in  faU  view  of  a  town  containing  at  this  time 
more  than  600  men,  troops,  inhabitants  and  Indians.  The  crew  of  the 
galley,  thongh  not  50  men,  wonld  have  been  now  a  re-enforcement 
of  immense  magnitude  to  our  little  army,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  bat 
we  would  not  think  of  them.  We  were  now  in  the  situation  that  I 
had  labored  to  get  rselves  in.  The  idea  of  being  made  prisoner 
was  foreign  to  almost  every  man,  as  they  expected  nothing  but  tor- 
tare  from  the  savages  if  they  fell  into  their  hands.   Our  tate  was 
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now  to  be  determined,  probably  in  a  few  hoars;  we  knew  that 

nothing  but  the  most  daring  conduct  would  insure  success;  I  knew 
also  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  wished  us  well.  This  was  a 
favorable  circumstance;  and  as  there  was  but  little  prooability  of  our 
remaining  until  dark  undiscovered,  1  determined  to  begin  opera- 
tions immediately,  and  therefore  wrote  the  following  placard  to  the 
inhabitants: 

To  the  Itihabitants  of  Pont  Vincennes: 

Gentlemen: — Being  now  within  two  milea  of  your  village  with 
my  army,  detM'minedto  take  yonr  fort  this  night,  and  not  being 

willing  to  surprise  yon,  I  take  this  method  to  request  mch  of  you 
as  are  true  citizens  and  willing  to  enjoy  tlio  liberty  1  bring  you,  to 
remain  still  in  your  houses;  and  thobc,  ii  aiiv  there  be,  that  are 
friends  to  the  kinff,  will  instantly  repair  to  tne  fort  and  ioin  the 
hair-buyer  creneraTand  fight  like  men;  and  if  any  such  as  (To  not  go 
to  the  fort  shall  be  discovered  afterward,  they  may  depend  on 
severe  punishment.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  are  true  friends 
to  liberty  may  depend  on  being  well  treated ;  and  I  onoe  more 
request  them  to  keep  out  of  the  streets;  for  every  one  I  find  in 
arms  on  my  arrival  I  shall  treat  as  an  enemy. 

[Signed]  G.  R.  Clark. 

**I  had  various  ideas  on  the  results  of  this  letter.  I  knew  it 
could  do  us  no  damage,  but  that  it  would  cause  the  lukewarm  to 
be  decided,  and  encourage  oar  friends  and  astonish  oar  enemies. 
We  anxionely  viewed  this  messenger  until  he  entered  the  town,  and 
in  a  lew  minutes  we  disooverod  by  our  glasses  some  stir  in  eveiy 
•tieet  we  could  penetrate^  and  great  numbers  running  or  riding  out 
into  the  commons,  we  supposed  to  view  us,  which  was  the  case. 
But  what  surprised  us  was  that  nothing  had  yet  happened  that  had 
the  appearance  of  the  garrisorj  being  alarmed, — -neither  gun  nor 
drnm.  We  began  to  suppose  that  the  informatiou  we  got  from  our 
prisoners  was  false,  and  tliat  the  enemy  had  already  knew  of  us  and 
were  prepared.  A  little  before  snnset  we  displayed  ourselves  in 
full  view  of  the  town,— crowds  gazing  at  us.  We  were  plunging 
ouradves  into  oertain  destruction  or  sneeess ;  there  was  no  midway 
thought  of.  We  had  but  little  to  say  to  our  men,  except  ineulcat- 
ing  an  idea  of  the  necessity  of  obedience,  etc.  We  moved  on 
slowly  in  full  view  of  the  town ;  but  as  it  was  a  point  of  some  con- 
sequence to  us  to  make  ourselves  appear  formidable,  we,  in  leaving 
the  covert  we  were  in,  marched  aii<i  counter- marched  in  such  a 
manner  that  we  appeared  numerous.  Our  colors  were  displaved  to 
the  beet  advantage;  and  as  the  low  plain  we  marched  through  waa 
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not  a  perfect  level,  but  had  frequent  riuDgs  in  it,  of  Tor  S 
higher  than  the  oommoQ  level,  which  wae  covered  with  water;  and 
as  these  risings  generally  run  in  an  ol>]i<]no  direction  to  the  town, 
we  took  the  advantage  of  one  of  thetn,  marcliiiifj^  through  the  water 
by  it,  which  completely  prevented  our  hviw^  mutjbercd.  Wc  i^ained 
the  heights  back  of  tlie  town.  As  there  were  aa  yet  no  hostile 
appearance,  we  were  imjJHtient  to  liave  the  cause  unriddled.  Lieut. 
Bayley  was  ordered  with  14  men  to  march  and  fire  on  the  fort; 
the  main  body  moved  in  «  different  direction  and  took  poesession 
of  the  strongest  part  of  the  town.** 

Ohirk  then  lent  a  written  order  to  Hainilton  commaadin|[^ 
him  to  anrrender  immediatelj  or  he  wonid  be  treated  as  a 
mnrderer;  Hamilton  replied  that  he  and  his  garrieon  were  not 
dispoBed  to  be  awed  into  any  action  nnworthy  of  BritiBh  aab- 
jects.  After  one  hoar  more  of  fighting,  Hamilton  proposed  a 
truce  of  three  days  for  conference,  on  condition  that  each  side 
cease  all  defensive  work;  Clark  rejoined  that  he  would  "not 
agree  to  any  terms  other  than  Mr.  Hainiltori  surrenderinf^  himself 
and  garrison  prisoners  at  discretion,"  aiiJ  added  that  if  he,  Hamil- 
ton, wished  to  talk  with  him  he  could  meet  him  immediately  at  the 
church  with  Capt.  Ilelm.  In  less  than  an  hour  Clark  dictated  the 
terms  of  annender,  Feb.  24, 1779.  Hamilton  agreed  to  the  total 
eonrender  beoaoae,  as  he  there  claimed  in  writing,  he  was  too  frr 
from  aid  ftom  his  own  government,  and  because  of  the  ■'nnanimitj*' 
of  his  officers  in  the  surrender,  and  his  confidence  in  a  generous 
enemy." 

**OftliiB  expedition,  of  its  results,  of  its  importance,  of  the  merits  of 
those  etigsged  in  it, of  their  bravery,  their  skill,  of  rheir  prudence,  of 
their  success,  a  volume  would  not  more  than  suffice  for  the  details. 
Suffice  it.to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  and  I  have  accurately  and  criti- 
cally wei^died  and  examined  all  the  results  produced  by  the  con- 
tests in  which  we  were  engaged  during  tlie  Revolutionary  war, 
that  for  bravery,  for  hardships  endured,  for  skill  and  consummate 
tact  and  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  commander,  obedience,  dis- 
cipline and  love  of  country  on  the  part  of  his  followers,  for  the 
immense  benefits  acquired,  and  signal  advantages  obtained  by  it 
for  the  whole  union,  it  was  second  to  no  enterprise  undertaken  dur- 
ing that  struggle.   I  might  add,  second  to  no  undertaking  in  aa* 
oientor  modsm  warfiure.   The  whole  credit  of  this  conquest  be> 
longs  to  two  men;  Qen.  George  Bogers  Clark  and  Col.  fVanda 
Yigo.   And  when  we  consider  that  by  it  the  whole  territory  now 
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covered  by  the  three  great  states  of  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan 

wasadded  to  the  union,  and  so  admitted  to  be  by  the  British  commis-  ' 
sioners  at  the  preliminaries  to  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783;  (and  but 
for  tliis  very  conquest,  the  boundaries  of  our  territories  west  would 
have  been  the  Ohio  instead  of  the  Mississippi,  and  so  acknowledged 
by  botli  our  commissioners  and  the  British  at  that  conference;)  a 
territory  embracing  apward  of  2,000,000  people,  the  human  mind 
is  lost  in  the  contemplation  of  its  effects;  and  we  can  bnt  wonder 
that  a  force  of  170  men,  the  whole  namher  of  Clark's  troops, 
shoald  by  this  single  aetion  have  prodaoed  snch  important  resalts." 
[John  Law. 

The  next  day  Olark  sent  a  detachment  of  60  men  up  the  river 
Wabash  to  intercept  some  boats  which  were  laden  with  provisions 
and  goods  from  Detroit.  This  force  was  placed  under  command  of 
Capt.  Helm,  Major  Bosseron  and  Major  Legras,  and  they  proceeded 
up  the  river,  in  three  armed  boats,  about  120  miles,  when  the 
British  boats,  abont  seven  in  number,  were  surprised  and  captured 
without  firing  a  gun.  These  boats,  which  had  on  board  abont 
$50,000  worth  of  goods  and  provisions,  were  manned  by  about 
40  men, among  whom  was  PhWip  Dejean,  a  magistrate  of  Detroit 
The  provisions  were  taken  Ibr  the  public,  and  distributed  among 
the  soldiery. 

Having  organized  a  military  government  at  Vincennes  and 
appointed  Capt.  Helm  commandant  of  the  town,  Col.  Clark  return- 
ed in  the  vessel  to  Kaskaskia,  where  he  was  joined  by  reinforce- 
ments from  Kentucky  under  Capt.  George.  Meanwhile,  a  party  of 
trsfden  who  were  going  to  the  fills,  were  killed  and  plundered  by 
the  Delawares  of  White  Biver;  the  news  of  this  disaster  having 
reached  Clark,  he  sent  a  dispatch  to  Capt.  Helm  ordering  him  to 
make  war  on  the  Delawares  and  use  every  means  in  his  power  to 
destroy  thein;  to  show  no  mercy  to  the  men,  but  to  save  the 
women  and  chiUirt-i!.  This  order  was  executed  without  delay. 
Their  camps  were  attacked  in  every  quarter  where  they  could  be 
found.  Many  fell,  and  others  were  carried  to  Post  Yiucennes  and 
put  to'death.  The  surviving  Dehiwares  at  once  pleaded  for  mercy 
and  appeared  anxious  to  make  some  atonement  for  their  bad  con- 
duct To  these  overtures  Capt  Helm  replied  that  Col.  Claric,  the 
**Big  Knife,"  had  ordered  the  war,  and  that  he  had  no  power  to  lay 
down  the  hatchet,  but  that  he  would  suspend  hoetilities  until  ^ 
tnes&ent^er  could  be  sent  to  Kaskaskia.  Tliis  was  done, 
crafty  Colonel,  well  understandiog  the  Indian  character,  sent 
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message  to  the  JDelawares,  telling  thetn  that  he  would  not  accept 
their  friendship  or  treat  with  thera  for  peace;  but  that  if  they 
could  get  some  of  the  neighboring  tribes  to  become  responsible  for 
their  future  conduct,  he  would  discontiaue  the  war  and  spare  their 
lives;  otherwise  thej  must  all  perish. 

Aooofdinglj  a  ooQDcil  wis  eslled  of  all  the  Indiana  in  the  neigh* 
borhood,  and  GIark*a  answer  was  read  to  the  asaetnUj.  Alter  dne 
deliheration  the  Piankeahawa  took  on  themselves  to  anawer  for  the 
fatnre  good  conduct  of  the  Detawares,  and  the  "  Grand  Door  **  in  a 
long  speech  denounced  their  base  conduct  Tlils  ended  the  war 
with  the  Delawarea  and  aeoored  the  respect  of  the  neighboring 
tribes 

Clark's  attention  was  next  turned  to  the  British  post  at  Detroit, 
but  being  unable  to  obtain  tauliicieut  troops  he  abandoned  the  en- 
terprise. 

ol4bk's  urosMioDS  mirsB  aoajitst  tbb  imdiaiib. 

Tradition  says  that  when  Clark  captured  Hamilton  and  his  gar- 
rison at  Fort  Sackville,  he  took  possession  of  the  fort  and  kept  the 
British  flag  flying,  dressed  his  sentinels  with  tho  uniform  of  the 
British  soldierj,  and  let  everything  abont'the  premises  remain  as 
they  were,  so  that  when  the  Indiana  ajmpatiiinng  with  the  British 
arrived  they  would  walk  right  into  the  citadel,  into  the  jaws  of 
death.  His  success  was  perfect.  Sullen  and  silent,  with  the  scalp- 
lock  of  his  victims  hanging  at  his  girdle,  and  in  full  expectation  of 
his  reward  from  Hamilton,  the  unwary  savage,  unconscious  of 
danger  and  wholly  ignorant  of  the  change  that  had  just  been  effected 
in  his  absence,  passed  the  supposed  British-sentry  at  the  gate  of  the 
fort  unmolested  and  unchallenged;  butaa  soon  as  in,  a  Tolley  from 
tfaanflesofa  platoon  of  Clark's  men,  drawn  up  and  awaiting  his 
coming,  pierced  their  hearts  and  sent  the  nnconscions  savage,  reek- 
log  with  murder,  to  that  tribunal  to  which  he  had  so  frequently, 
by  order  of  the  hair-buyer  general,  sent  his  American  captives, 
from  the  infant  in  the  cradle  to  the  grandfather  of  the  family,  t(tt- 
tering  with  age  and  infirmity.  It  was  a  just  retribution,  and  lew 
men  but  Clark  would  have  planned  such  a  ruse  or  carried  it  out 
successfully.  It  is  reported  that  fifty  Indians  met  this  fate  within 
the  fort;  and  probably  Hamilton,  a  prisoner  there,  witnessed  it  all 

8UBSK<4UKNT  CAKEER  OF  HAMILTON. 

Henry  Hamilton,  who  had  acted  as  Lieutenant  and  Governor  of 
the  British  possessions  under  Sir  George  Carleton,  was  sent  lor- 
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ward,  with  two  other  prisoners  of  war,  Dejeaii  and  LaMutlio,  to 
Williamsburg,  Ya.,  early  in  June  following,  1779.  ProclainatitmB, 
in  his  owa  handwriting,  were  found,  in  which  he  had  otfered  a 
specific  anm  for  mtyAmerican  scalp  brought  into  the  Ofttnp,  either 
hj  his  own  troope  or  his  allies,  the  Indians;  and  from  this  he  was 
denominated  the  <*hair>bttjer  General."  This  and  mnch  other  tes- 
ISmony  of  living  witnesses  at  the  time,  all  showed  what  a  sayage  ho 
was.  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  Governor  of  Virginia,  being  made 
aware  of  the  inhumanity  of  this  wretch,  concluded  to  resort  to  a 
little  retaliation  by  way  of  closer  confinement.  Accordingly  he 
ordered  that  these  three  prisoners  be  put  in  irons,  confined  in  a 
dungeon,  deprived  of  the  use  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  be  ex- 
elnded  from  all  eonversation  eaceept  iritii  thehr  keeper.  Migor 
General  Phillips,  a  British  offioer  ont  on  parole  in  the  vieinity  of 
Oharlottesville,  where  the  prisonera  now  were^  in  eloser  confine- 
ment,  remonstrated,  and  President  Washington,  while  approving 
of  Jefferson's  course,  requested  a  mitigation  of  the  severe  order, 
lest  the  British  be  goaded  to  desperate  measures. 

Soon  afterward  Hamilton  was  released  on  parole,  and  he  subse- 
quently appeared  in  Canada,  Still  acting  as  if  he  had  jarisdictioti 
in  the  United  States. 

OIBAULT. 

The  ftithfnl,  eelf-saerificing  and  patriotic  services  of  Father 
Fi«rre  Oihanlt  in  hehalf  of  the  Americans  require  a  special  notice 
of  him  in  this  connection.  He  was  the  parish  priest  at  Yincennes, 
as  well  as  at  Easkaskia.  He  was,  at  an  early  period,  a  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary to  the  Illinois.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  inHnonce  of  tliis  man, 
Clark  could  not  have  obtained  the  influence  of  the  citizens  at  either 
place.  He  gave  all  his  property,  to  the  value  of  1,500  Spanish 
mill^  dollars,  to  the  support  of  Col.  Clark's  troops,  and  never  re- 
ceived a  single  dollar  in  return.  So  far  as  the  records  inform  us, 
he  was  given  1,500  Oontinental  paper  dollars,  which  proved  in  the 
end  entirely  valneless.  He  modestly  petitioned  firom  the  €k>vem- 
ment  a  email  albwance  of  land  at  CUiokia,  bntwe  find  no  account 
of  his  ever  receiving  it.  He  was  dependent  upon  the  public  la  his 
older  days,  and  in  1790  "Winthrop  Sargent  "conceded"  to  him  a  lot 
of  about  "14  toiscs,  one  side  to  Mr.  ^fillet,  another  to  Mr.  Yaildr9y| 
and  to  two  streets," — a  vague  description  of  land. 
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VIOO. 

Col.  Fnaeto  Vigo  mA  bora  in  Mondori,  in  the  kingdom  of  Sar- 
dinia, in  1747.  He  left  hiB  parents  end  gaafdiene  at  a  very  early 
age»  and  enlisted  in  a  Spanish  regiment  as  a  soldier.  The  re^ment 

was  ordered  to  Havana,  and  a  detachment  of  it  sabsequently  to 
New  Orleans,  then  a  Spanish  post;  Ool.  Vigo  aooompanied  this  de- 
tachment. Bnthe  left  the  army  and  engaged  in  trading  with  the 
Indians  on  the  Arkansas  and  its  tribntarioa.  Next  he  settled  at  St. 
Lonis,  also  a  Spanish  post,  whore  lie  became  closely  connected,  both 
in  friendship  auJ  business,  with  the  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana, 
then  residing  at  the  same  place.  This  friendship  he  enjoyed,  though 
he  could  only  write  his  name  j  and  we  have  many  circumstantial 
e?idttMWt  that  he  wae  a  man  of  high  intelligence,  honor,  purity  of 
heart,  and  abili^  Here  he  was  living  when  Clark  captured  Ess- 
kaskia,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  trading  up  the  Miasonri. 

A  Spaniard  by  birth  and  allegtanee,  he  was  nnder  no  obligation 
to  assist  the  Americans.  Spain  was  at  peaee  with  Great  Britain, 
and  any  interference  by  her  citizens  was  a  breach  of  neutrality,  and 
sabjected  an  individual,  especially  one  of  the  high  charact^  and 
standing  of  Col.  Vigo,  to  all  the  contumely,  loss  and  vengeance 
which  British  power  could  inflict.  But  Col.  Vigo  did  not  falter. 
With  an  innate  love  of  liberty,  an  attachment  to  liepublican  prin- 
ciples, and  an  ardent  sympathy  for  an  oppressed  people  strugjjling 
for  tlieir  rights,  he  overlooked  all  personal  consequences,  and  as 
soon  as  he  learned  of  Clark's  arrival  at  Kaskaskia,  he  crossed  the 
line  and  went  to  Clark  and  tendered  him  his  means  and  inflnence, 
both  of  which  were  joyf  ully  accepted. 

Knowing  Col.  Vigo's  inflnence  with  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  desirons  of  obtaining  some  information  from 
Yincennesy  from  which  he  had  not  heard  for  several  months,  Col. 
Clark  proposed  to  him  that  he  might  go  to  that  place  and  learn  the 
actual  state  of  affairs.  Vigo  went  without  hesitation,  but  on  the 
Embarrass  river  he  was  seized  by  a  party  of  Indians,  plundered  of 
all  he  possessed,  and  brought  a  prisoner  before  ITamilton,  then  in  pos- 
session of  the  post,  which  he  had  a  short  time  previously  captured, 
holding  Capt.  Helm  a  prisoner  of  war.  Being  a  Spanish  subject, 
and  consequently  a  non-combatant,  Gov.  Hamilton,  although  he 
strongly  suspoctcHl  the  motives  of  the  visit,  dared  not  confine  him, 
but  admitted  him  to  parole,  on  the  single  cuuditiou  that  he 
shonid  daily  report  himself  at  the  Ibrt.  Bnt  Hamilton  was  embar* 
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fisnd  by  Iiis  detention,  being  besieged  bj  the  iuliabitaato  of  thB 
town,  who  loved  Vigo  and  threatened  to  withdraw  their  support 
from  the  garrison  if  he  would  not  release  liim.  Father  Gibauit  waa 
the  chief  pleader  for  Vigo's  release,  lianiiitou  tinaliy  yielded,  on  con- 
dition that  he,  Vigo,  would  do  no  injury  to  the  British  interests  on 
his  way  to  St.  Louis.  He  wont  to  St,  Louis,  sure  enough,  doing  no 
injury  to  British  interests,  but  immediately  returned  to  Kaskaskia 
and  reported  to  Clark  in  detail  all  he  had  learned  at  Yincennes, 
withont  whioh  knowledge  Olark  wonld  have  been  unable  to  ae* 
complish  his  fkmoos  ezpiMlition  to  that  post  with  final  triamph. 
The  redemption  of  this  country  from  the  British  is  due  as  much, 
probably,  to  OoL  Yigo  as  Col.  Clark. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  NORTHWEST. 

Gol.  John  Todd,  Lieutenant  for  the  county  of  Illinois,  in  the 
spring  of  1779  visited  the  old  settlements  at  Vincennes  and  Kas* 
kaskia,  and  organized  temporary  civil  governments  in  nearly  all  the 
settlements  west  of  the  Ohio.  Previous  to  this,  however,  Clark 
had  established  a  military  government  at  Ivaskaskia  and  Vnicennes, 
appointed  commandants  in  both  places  and  taken  up  his  headquar- 
ters at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  where  he  could  watch  the  operatiuna 
of  the  enemy  and  save  the  frontier  settlements  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  Indian  warfare.  On  reaching  the  settlements,  OoL  Todd 
issued  a  proclamation  regulating  the  settlement  of  unooenpied 
lands  and  requiring  the  presentation  of  all  claims  to  the  lands  set- 
tied,  as  the  number  of  adventurers  who  would  shortly  overrun  the 
country  would  be  serious.  He  also  organized  a  Court  of  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction  at  Vincennes,  in  the  month  of  June,  1779. 
This  Court  was  composed  of  several  magistrates  and  presided  over 
by  Col.  J.  M.  P.  Legras,  who  had  been  appointed  commandant  at 
Vincennes.  Acting  from  the  precedents  est:ihlished  hy  the  early 
French  commandants  in  the  West,  tlii^  Court  began  to  grant  tracts 
of  land  to  the  French  and  American  inliahitant.s;  and  to  the  year 
1783,  it  had  granted  to  different  parties  about  20,000  acres  of  land; 
22,000  more  was  granted  in  this  manner  by  1787,  when  the  practice 
was  prohibited  by  Gen.  Harmer.  These  tracts  varied  in  siae  from 
a  house  lot  to  600  acres.  Besides  this  loose  business,  the  Court 
entered  into  a  stupendous  speculation,  one  not  altogether  creditable 
to  its  honor  and  dignity.  The  commandant  and  the  magisUates 
under  him  suddenly  adopted  the  opinion  that  they  were  invesU*!^ 
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with  the  snthority  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  that  large  refrion 
whiofa  in  1849  liad  been  granted  the  Piankeshaws  to  the  IVenoh 
inhabitanta  of  Yincennes.  Aoeoniinglj  a  very  convenient  arrange- 
ment was  entered  into  by  whioh  the  whole  tract  of  oonntry  men- 
tioned  was  to  be  divided  between  the  members  of  the  honorable 
Conrt.  A  record  was  made  to  that  effect,  and  in  order  to  gloss  over 
the  steal,  each  member  took  pains  to  be  absent  from  Oonrt  on  the 
day  that  the  order  was  made  in  his  f\ivor. 

In  the  fall  of  1780  La  Balme,  a  Frenchman,  made  an  attempt  to 
capture  the  British  garrison  of  Detroit  by  leading  au  expedition 
against  it  from  Kaskaskia.  At  the  head  of  30  men  he  marched  to 
Vincennes,  where  his  force  was  slightly  increased.  From  this 
place  he  proceeded  to  the  British  trading  post  at  the  head  of  the 
Maamee,  where  Fort  Wayne  now  stands,  plundered  the  British 
traders  and  Indians  and  then  retired.  While  eneamped  on  the 
bank  of  a  small  stream  on  his  retreat,  he  was  attaoked  bj  a  band 
of  Miamis,  a  nnmber  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  his  expedition 
against  Detroit  was  rained. 

In  this  manner  border  war  oontinned  between  Americans  and 
their  enemies,  with  varying  victory,  until  17S3,  when  the  treaty  of 
Paris  was  concluded,  resulting  in  the  establishment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States.    ITp  to  this  time  the  territory  now 
included  in  Indiana  belonged  by  conquest  to  the  State  of  Virginia; 
but  in  January,  1783,  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State  resolved 
to  cede  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  all  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio.    The  conditions  offered  by  Virginia  were 
wooBpted  by  Congress  Dec  SO,  that  year,  and  early  in  1784  the 
transfer  was  completed.  In  1783  Virginia  had  platted  the  town  of 
Ohirksville^  at  the  fUls  of  the  Ohio.  The  deed  of  cession  provided 
that  the  territory  should  be  laid  ont  into  States,  containing  a  soitap 
ble  extent  of  territoiy  not  less  than  100  nor  more  than  150  miles 
square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  would  permit;  and  that 
the  States  so  formed  shall  be  distinct  Kepnblican  States  and 
admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  having  tlie  same  rights  of 
sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence  as  the  other  States.  The 
other  conditions  of  the  deed  were  as  follows:  That  the  necessary 
and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  Virginia  in  subduing  any 
British  posts,  or  in  maintaining  forts  and  garrisons  within  and  for 
the  defense,  or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  territory  so  ceded  or 
ralinqaished,  shall  be  fully  reimbnrsed  by  the  United  States;  that 
the  SVench  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kas* 
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kiakia,  Post  YinoeniieB  «id  the  neighboring  villagea  who  have  pro- 
fiaeeed  themMlves  oitizens  of  Yirginia,  shall  have  their  titles  and 
poeaeasioDS  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment 

of  tlieir  n'^^hts  and  privileges;  that  a  qiiHiitity  not  cxceedinr^  150,- 
00")  acres  of  land,  promised  by  Virginia,  shall  be  allowed  and 
granted  to  the  then  Colonel,  now  General,  George  Rjgers  (Mark, 
and  to  the  officers  aud  soldiers  of  his  regiment,  who  marched  with 
him  when  the  posts  and  of  ^nhaskiaand  Vinflmnes  were  reduced, 
and  to  the  officers  and  soldion  Uiat  have  been  since  inoorporate(^ 
into  the  said  regiment,  to  be  laid  off  in  one  tract,  the  length  o^ 
which  not  to  exceed  double  the  breadth,  in  sudi  a  place  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Oliio  as  a  majority  of  the  officers  shall 
choose,  and  to  be  afterward  divided  among  the  officers  and  soldiers 
in  due  proportion  according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia;  that  in  case 
the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  s^nitheast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon 
the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  aud  between  Green  river  and  Ten. 
nessee  river,  which  have  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  Virginia 
troops  upon  Continental  establishment,  shonld,  from  the  North 
Oarolina  line,  bearing  in  further  upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than 
was  expected,  prove  insufficient  for  their  legal  bounties,  the  defi- 
ciency shall  be  made  up  to  the  said  troops  in  good  lands  to  be  laid 
off  between  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  northwest 
side  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  such  pro{H)rtions  as  have  been  engaged 
to  them  by  the  laws  of  Virginia;  that  all  the  lands  within  the  ter- 
ritory so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  appro- 
priated to  any  of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 'American  army,  shall  be 
considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  thesaid  States,  Yirginiaindnded, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever. 

After  the  above  deed  of  cession  had  been  accepted  by  Congress, 
in  the  spring  of  1784,  the  matter  of  the  future  government  of  the 
territory  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jeffer- 
son of  Yirginia,  Chase  of  Maryland  and  Howell  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  committee  reported  an  ordinance  for  its  government,  provid- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  slavery  should  not  exist  in  said  terri- 
tory  after  1>00,  except  as  punishment  of  criminals;  but  this  articlo 
of  the  ordinance  was  rejected,  and  an  ordinance  for  the  tempoiary 
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government  of  the  county  was  adopted.  In  1785  laws  were  passed 
l>y  Congress  for  tlie  disposition  of  lands  in  the  territory  and  pro- 
hibiting the  Bcttlernent  a(  unappropriated  lands  by  reckless  specu- 
lators. But  human  pnssiun  is  ever  strong  enough  to  evade  the  law 
to  some  extent,  and  large  associations,  representing  considerable 
meuiB)  were  formed  for  tlie  purpose  of  monopoUsing  the  lend  bosi* 
neea,  KiUione  of  acree  were  aold  at  one  time  by  Oongreae  to  aaao- 
ciations  on  the  ineUUIment  plan,  and  eo  fiir  as  the  Indian  titles 
could  be  eztinguighed,  the  work  of  settling  and  improving  the 
iands  was  pashed  rapidly  forward. 

OaiHNAHCB  OF  1787. 

This  ordinance  has  a  marvelous  and  interesting  history.  Con- 
p id erable controversy  has  l>een  indulged  in  as  to  who  is  entitled  to 
the  credit  for  fratning  it.  This  bt  longs,  undoubtedly,  to  Nathan 
Dane;  and  to  Rufus  King  and  Timothy  Pickering  belong  the 
credit  for  suggesting  the  proviso  contained  in  it  against  slavery, 
and  also  for  aids  to  religion  and  knowledge,  and  for  assuring  for- 
ever the  eommon  nsc^  without  cfaargei  of  the  great  national  high- 
ways of  the  Mississippi,  the  St  Lawrence  and  their  tributaries  to 
all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  To  Thomas  Jefierson  h  also 
due  much  credit,  as  some  features  of  this  ordinance  were  embraced 
ID  his  ordinance  of  1784.  But  the  part  taken  by  each  in  the  long, 
laborious  Hfid  eventful  struggle  which  had  so  glorious  a  consum- 
mation in  the  ordinance,  consecrating  forever,  by  one  imprescript- 
ible and  unchangeable  monument,  the  very  heart  of  our  country  to 
Freedom,  Knowledge,  and  Union,  will  forever  honor  the  names  ot 
those  illustrious  statesmen. 

'Mr.  Jetifersou  liad  vainly  tried  to  secure  a  system  of  government 
for  the  Northwestern  territory.  He  was  an  emancipationist  and 
tavored  the  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  territory,  but  the  South 
voted  hitn  down  every  time  he  proposed  a  measure  of  this  nature. 
In  1 7S7,  as  late  as  July  10,  an  organizing  act  without  the  anti- 
slavery  clause  was  pending.  This  concessiorv  to  the  South  was 
expected  to  carry  it.  Congress  was  in  session  in  New  York.  On 
Jnly  5,  Rev.  Manasseh  Cutler,  of  Massachusetts,  came  into  New 
York  to  lobby  on  the  Northwestern  territory.  Everything  senned 
to  fidl  into  his  hands.  Events  were  ripe.  The  state  of  the  pnblie 
iiredit,  the  growing  of  Southern  prejudice,  tl.e  basis  of  his  mission, 
his  personal  character,  all  combined  to  complete  one  of  thuse  sudden 
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mnd  marreloas  revolations  of  public  aentiment  that  onoe  in  five  or 
tan  oen'tnrtM  aie  aeen  to  sweep  over  a  country  like  the  breath  of  the 

Almightv. 

Gotler  was  a  gradaate  of  Yale.  He  had  studied  and  taken  de* 
grees  in  the  three  leemed  piofessionfl,  medioine,  law,  and  divinity. 

He  Iiad  published  a  scientific  examination  of  tiie  plants  of  New 
£n  jjrland.  As  a  scientist  in  America  his  name  stood  second  onl  j  to 
that  of  Franklin.  He  wns  a  courtlj  gentleman  of  the  old  style,  a 
man  of  commanding  presence  and  of  inviting  face.  The  Southern 
members  said  they  had  never  seen  such  a  gentleman  in  the  North. 
He  came  representing  a  Massachusetts  company  that  desired  to 
purchase  a  tnict  of  land,  now  included  in  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
planting  a  colony.  It  was  a  speculation.  Government  money  was 
worth  eighteen  cents  on  the  dollar.  This  company  had  collected 
enough  to  pnrdhase  1,500,000  seres  of  land.  Olher  speculators  in 
New  York  made  Dr.  Ontler  their  agent,  whioh  enabled  him  to 
represent  a  demand  for  5,500,000  aeres.  As  this  would  rsdnoe  the 
national  debt,  and  Jefiferson's  policy  was  to  provide  for  the  pnblle 
ereditfit  presented  a  good  opportunity  to  do  something. 

Massaehnsetts  then  owned  the  territory  of  Msine,  which  she  wss 
erowding  on  the  market.  She  was  opposed  to  opening  the  North- 
westm  region.  This  fired  the  zeal  of  Virginia.  'Hie  Sonth  caught 
the  inspiration,  and  all  exalted  Dr.  Cutler.  The  entire  South  ral. 
lied  around  him.  Massachusetts  could  not  vote  against  him,  be- 
cause many  of  the  constuitents  of  her  members  were  interested 
personally  in  the  Western  ypeculation.  Thus  Cutler,  making 
friends  in  the  South,  and  doubtless  using  all  the  arts  of  the  lobby, 
was  enabled  to  command  the  situation.  True  to  deeper  convic- 
tions, he  dictated  one  of  the  most  compact  and  finished  documents 
of  wise  statesmanship  that  has  ever  adorned  any  human  law  book. 
He  borrowed  from  Jeffimon  the  term  Articles  of  Gompaet,"  which, 
prseeding  the  federal  constitntion,  rose  into  the  most  ssered  char- 
acter. He  then  followed  very  closely  the  constitntion  of  Massa- 
chusetts, adopted  three  years  before.  Its  most  prominent  points  . 
were: 

1.  The  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  territory  forever. 

2.  Provision  for  public  schools,  giving  one  township  for  a  semi- 
nary and  every  section  numbered  16  in  each  township;  that  is, one 

thirty-sixth  of  all  the  land  for  public  schools. 

3.  A  provision  prohibiting  the  adoption  of  any  constitution  or 
the  enactment  ot  any  law  that  should  nullify  pre-existing  contracts. 
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Be  it  forever  remembered  that  this  oompaet  dedftred  that  ''re- 
ligion, morality,  and  knowledge  being  necessary  to  good  govern- 
ment and  the  liappinesB  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  edu- 
cation shall  always  be  encouraged."  Or.  Cutler  planted  himself 
on  this  platform  and  would  not  yield.  Giving  his  unqualified  dec- 
laration that  it  was  that  or  nothing, — that  unless  they  could  make 
the  land  deairablethej  did  not  want  it,<— he  took  his  horae  and  buggy 
and  Btarted  for  the  oonatitntional  convention  at  Philadelphia.  On 
Jnlj  13, 1737,  the  hill  was  put  upon  its  paBsage,  and  was  nnani- 
mously  adopted.  Thus  the  great  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois^ 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  a  vast  empire,  were  consecrated  to  free 
dom,  intelligence,  and  morality.  Thus  the  great  heart  of  the  nation 
was  prepared  to  save  the  union  of  States,  for  it  was  this  act  that  was 
the  salvation  of  the  republic  and  the  destruction  of  slavery.  Soon 
the  South  saw  their  great  blunder  and  tried  to  have  the  compact 
repealed.  In  1808  Oongress  referred  it  to  a  committee,  of  which 
John  Randolph  waa  efaainnsa.  He  reported  that  this  ordinance 
was  a  compact  and  opposed  repeal.  Thos  it  stood,  a  rock  in  the 
way  of  the  on^rashing  sea  of  slavery. 

The  "  Northwestern  Territory  "  included  of  course  what  is  now 
the  State  of  Indiana;  and  Oct  5,  1787,  Maj.  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair 
was  elected  by  Congress  Governor  of  this  territory.  Upon 
commencing  the  duties  of  his  office  he  was  instructed  to  ascertain 
the  real  temper  of  the  Indians  and  do  all  in  his  power  to  remove 
the  canses  for  controversy  between  them  and  the  United  States, 
and  to  eflect  the  eztingnishment  of  Indian  titles  to  all  the  land 
possible.  The  Gbvemor  took  np  qnartera  in  the  new  settlement  of 
Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  immediately  began  the  organization  of 
the  government  of  the  territory.  The  first  session  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  new  territory  waa  held  at  that  ])lace  in  1788,  the 
Judges  being  Samuel  H.  PareoMS,  James  M.  Varnum  and  John  C. 
Symmes,  but  under  the  ordinaucu  Gov.  St.  Clair  was  President  of 
the  Court.  After  the  first  session,  and  after  the  necessary  laws  for 
.  government  were  adopted,  Gov.  St.  Clair,  accompanied  by  the 
Judges,  visited  Kaakaskia  for  the  purpose  of  orjg^iaing  a  oivil  gov- 
ernment there  Fall  instrnctions  had  been  sent  to  Maj.  Hamtramck, 
commandant  at  Yincennes,  to  ascertain  the  exact  ftdingand  traiper 
of  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Wabash.  These  instructions  were  ao< 
companied  by  speeches  to  each  of  the  tribes.  A  Frenchman  named 
Autoine  Gamelin  was  dispatched  with  these  messages  A])ril  5,  1790, 
who  visited  nearly  all  the  tribes  on  the  Wabashj  St.  Joseph  and  St. 
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Mary's  rivers,  but  was  coldly  received;  rao8t  of  the  chiefs  being 
dissatisfied  v^ith  the  policy  of  the  Americans  toward  them,  and 
prejudiced  through  Kugiish  misrepresentation.  i*'ull  accounts  of 
his  adventures  among  the  tribes  reached  Got.  St  Cl&ir  at  Kaskas* 
kia  in  June,  1790.  Being  satisfied  that  there  was  no  prospeet  of 
effecting  a  general  peace  with  the  Indians  of  Indiana,  he  resolved 
to  visit  Gen.  Harmar  at  his  headquarters  at  Fort  Washington  and 
eonsnlt  with  him  on  the  means  of  carrying  an  expedition  against 
the  hostile  Indians;  hat  before  leaving  he  intmsted  Winthrop 
Sargoit)  the  Secretary  of  the  Twritory,  with  the  execution  of  the 
ref^olations  of  Congress  regarding  tlie  lands  and  settlers  on  the 
Wabash.  ITe  directed  that  ofiicer  to  proceed  to  Vincennes,  lay 
out  a  county  there,  establish  the  militia  and  appoint  the  necessary 
civil  and  military  officers.  Accordingly  Mr.  Sargent  went  to  Vin- 
cennes and  organized  Camp  Knox,  appointed  the  officers,  and  noti- 
fied the  inhabitants  to  present  their  claims  to  lands.  In  establish- 
ing these  claims  the  settlers  found  great  difficulty,  and  concerning 
this  matter  the  Seeretarj  in  his  report  to  the  Fkesident  wrote  as 
follows: 

Altboogh  the  lands  and  lots  which  were  awarded  to  the  inhaU- 
lants  appei^ed  from  vmy  good  oral  testimony  to  belong  to  those 
persons  to  whom  they  were  awarded,  either  by  original  grants,  pnr- 
chase  or  inheritanoe,  yet  there  was  scarcely  one  case  in  twenty 
where  the  title  was  complete,  owing  to  the  desultory  manner  in 
which  public  business  had  been  transacted  and  some  other  unfor- 
tunate causes.  The  original  concessions  by  the  Frcncli  and  British 
commandants  were  generally  made  upon  a  small  scrap  of  paper, 
which  it  ha*  been  customary  to  lodge  in  the  notary's  office,  who 
has  seldom  kept  any  book  of  record,  but  committed  the  most  im- 
portant land  concerns  to  loose  sheets,  which  in  process  of  time 
have  come  into  possession  of  persons  that  have  ftandnlently  de- 
stroyed them;  or,  unacquainted  with  thdr  conseqaence,  innocently 
lost  or  trifled  them  away.  By  French  usage  they  are  considered 
fomily  inheritanoes,  and  often  descend  to  women  and  children.  In 
one  instance,  and  daring  the  government  of  SL  Ange  here,  a  royal 
notary  ran  off  with  all  the  public  papers  in  his  possession,  as  by  a 
certificate  produced  to  me.  And  I  am  very  sorry  further  to  observe 
that  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Le  Grand,  wliich  continued  from  1777  to 
1787,  and  where  should  have  been  the  vouchers  tor  important  land 
transactions,  the  records  have  been  so  falsitied,  and  there  is  such 
gross  fraud  and  forgery,  as  to  invalidate  all  evidence  and  informa- 
tion which  I  might  have  otherwise  acquired  from  his  papers." 
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Mr.  Sargent  says  there  were  about  150  French  fatnllies  at  Vin- 
-ceniies  in  1790.  The  heads  of  all  these  families  had  been  at  some 
time  vested  with  certain  titles  to  a  portion  of  the  soil;  and  while 
the  Secretary  was  busy  in  straightening  out  these  claims,  he  re- 
ceived a  petition  signed  by  80  Americans,  asking  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  grants  of  land  eeded  by.tlie  Ooort  organised  by  Ool.  John 
Todd  nndor  the  anihoritj  of  Virginia.  With  reference  to  this 
eanse^  Congreaa,  If  aroh  8»  1791,  empowered  tbo  Territorial  Qovemor, 
in  cases  where  huid  had  been  aetnallj  improTod  and  ealtiTated 
onder  a  supposed  grant  for  the  same,  to  confirm  to  the  persona  who 
made  aneh  Unprovements  the  lands  supposed  to  have  been  granted, 
not,  however,  eieeediog  the  quantity  of  400  acres  to  any  one  per- 
«on. 

LIQDOB  AND  OAMINO  LAWB. 

The  General  Oonrt  in  the  snmmer  of  1790,  Acting  Goyemor 
Sargent  presiding,  passed  the  following  laws  with  reference  to 
vending  tiqnor  among  the  Indians  and  others,  and  with  reliBtenee 
to  games  of  chanoe: 

1.  An  act  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  selling  intoxicating  liquors 
to  Indians  residing  in  or  coming  into  the  Territoi^  of  the  United 
States  northwest  of  the  river  O^io,  and  for  preventing  foreigners 

from  trading  with  Indians  therein. 

2.  An  act  prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirituous  or  other  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  to  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  being 
within  ten  miles  of  any  military  post  in  the  territory;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  selling  or  pawning  of  arms,  ammunition,  clotitiug  or 
accoutrements. 

8.  An  act  prohibiting  every  speoiee  of  gaming  for  money  or 
property,  and  for  making  void  eontneta  aiMi  payments  made  in 
consequence  thereof,  and  for  restraining  the  disorderly  practice 
of  discharging  arms  at  certain  hours  and  places. 

Winthrop  Saigent's  administration  was  highly  enlogiaed  by  the 
isitiaens  at  Yincennes,  in  a  testimonial  drawn  up  and  signed  by  a 
<;ommittec  of  oflicers.  He  had  conducted  the  investigation  and 
settlement  of  land  claims  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  residents, 
had  upheld  the  principles  of  free  government  in  keeping  with  the 
animus  of  the  American  llevoliition,  and  had  established  in  good 
order  the  machinery  of  a  good  mid  wise  government.  Inthesame 
address  Major  Hamtramck  also  received  a  fiur  share  of  praise  for 
his  judicious  management  of  affairs. 
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Gov.  St.  Clair,  on  his  arrival  at  Fort  Washington  from  Kas- 
luskia,  bad  a  lung  coiiTensdon  with  Gen.  Harmar,  oondiidad 
to  tend  a  powerfal  foroo  to  ebastlae  the  eavagea  aboat  the  head- 
waters  of  the  Wabash.   He  had  been  einpowwed  bj  the  Dreeident 

to  call  on  Virginia  for  1,000  troops  and  on  Pennaylvania  for  500, 
and  he  immediately  availed  himself  of  this  resource,  ordering  300 
of  the  Virginia  militia  to  muster  at  Fort  Steuben  and  march  with 
the  ^arrisou  of  that  fort  to  Vincenues,  and  join  Maj,  Hamtrarack, 
who  had  orders  to  cjill  for  aid  from  the  militia  of  Vincennea,  niarch 
up  the  Wabash,  and  attack  auj  of  the  Indian  villages  which  he 
might  think  he  eonld  overaome.  The  remaining  1,300  of  the  mi- 
litia were  ordered  to  rendesvona  at  Fort  Waahington,  and  to  join 
tlie  regolar  troopa  at  fhat  post  nnder  eommand  of  Gen.  Harmar. 
At  this  time  the  United  States  troops  in  the  West  were  estimated 
by  Geo.  Harmar  at  400  effoetive  men.  These,  with  the  militiat 
gave  him  a  force  of  1,450  men.  With  this  army  Gen.  Harmar 
marched  from  Fort  Wa-liington  Sept.  30,  and  arrived  at  the  Mau- 
inee  Oct.  17,  They  conmu  ticed  the  work  of  punisliing  the  Indians, 
but  were  not  very  successiul.  The  savages,  it  is  true,  received  a 
aerere  aoonrging,  bat  the  militia  behaved  so  badlj  as  to  be  of  little 
«r  no  aenriee,  ▲  detachment  of  MO  militia  and  60  regnlars,  nnder 
the  eommand  of  Col.  Hardin,  were  sorely  defeated  on  the  Manmee 
Oct.  22.  Tlie  next  day  the  army  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Fort  Washington,  which  place  they  reached  Nov.  4,  having  lost  in 
tlie  expedition  183  killed  and  31  wonnded;  the  Indians  lost  a^  tnt 
as  many.  During  the  progress  of  this  expe<litioii  Maj.  Ilamtrarack 
marched  up  the  Wabash  from  Vincennes,  as  I'ar  the  Vermillion 
river,  and  destroyed  several  deserted  villages,  but  witiiout  finding 
«n  enemy  to  oppose  him. 

Although  the  savi^gea  seem  to  have  been  severely  punished  by 
these  expedition!,  yet  they  refused  to  sne  for  peaoe,  and  eontinued 
thtir  hostilities.  Thereupon  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  settle- 
snenta  of  Virginia  took  alarm,  and  the  delegates  of  Ohio,  Konon* 
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galiela,  narrison.  Raiuioliili,  (rreen brier,  Kanawha  aud  Mout- 
gotnerj  counties  sent  a  joint  memorial  to  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baying  that  the  defenseless  condition  of  the  counties,  form- 
ing a  line  of  nearly  400  miles  along  the  Ohio  ri^er,  exposed  to  the 
hostile  invasion  of  their  Indian  enemies,  destitute  of  eveiy  kind  of 
support,  was  traly  alarming;  for,  notwithstanding  all  the  regnla* 
tions  of  the  General  Government  in  that  country,  they  have  reason 
to  lament  that  they  have  been  np  to  that  time  ineffectual  for  their 
protection;  nor  indeed  could  it  be  otherwise,  for  the  garrisons  kept 
by  the  Continental  troops  on  the  Ohio  river,  if  of  any  use  at  all, 
must  protect  only  the  Kentucky  settlements,  as  they  immediately 
covered  that  country.  They  further  st-ated  in  their  memorial:  "We 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  we  have  reason  to  fen  that  the  eonse- 
qnenoes  of  the  defeat  of  onr  army  by  the  Indians  in  the  late  expe- 
dition will  be  severely  felt  on  onr  frontiers,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Indiana  will>  in  their  turn,  being  flushed  with  vietoiy,  in- 
vade car  settlements  and  exercise  all  their  horrid  murder  upon  the 
inhabitants  thereof  whenever  the  weather  will  permit  them  to 
travel.  Then  is  it  not  better  to  support  us  where  we  are,  be  the  ex- 
pense what  it  may,  than  to  oblige  such  a  number  of  your  brave 
citizens,  who  have  so  long  supported,  and  still  continue  to  support, 
a  dangerous  fiontier  (althon^h  thonsands  of  their  relatives  in  the 
flesh  have  in  the  proseontion  thereof  &lleii  a  saerifioe  to  savage  in- 
ventions) to  quit  the  eoontry,  after  all  they  have  done  and  sulferod» 
when  yon  know  that  a  frontier  must  be  supported  somewhere?" 

Tliis  memorial  caused  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  autiiorize 
the  Governor  of  that  State  to  make  any  defensive  operations  neces- 
sary fur  the  temporary  defense  of  the  IVoiitiers,  until  the  general 
Government  could  adopt  and  carry  out  measures  to  suppress  the 
hostile  IndiaoB.  The  Governor  at  once  called  upon  the  military 
commanding  offioers  in  the  western  eounties  of  Viiginia  to  raise  l>y 
the  first  of  Mareh,  1791,  several  small  oompanies  of  rangers  for  this 
purpose.  At  the  same  time  Charles  fioott  was  appointed  Brigadier- 
General  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  with  authority  to  raise  226  vol- 
unteers,  to  protect  the  most  exposed  portions  of  that  district.  A 
full  rejwrt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  being 
transmitted  to  Congresa,  that  body  constituted  a  local  Board  of 
War  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  consisting  of  five  men.  March  9» 
1791,  Gen.  Henry  Knox,  Secretary  of  War,  sent  a  letter  of  instruc- 
tions to  Gen.  Scott,  recommending  an  expedition  of  mounted  men. 
not  exeeeding  750,  against  the  Wea  towns  on  the  Wabash.  With 
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this  foroe  Qen.  Scott  aocordinglj  eroaaed  the  Ohio,  May  23,  1791, 
«nd  reached  the  Wabash  in  about  ten  days.  Many  of  the  Indiana^ 
having  discovered  his  approach,  fled,  but  he  sacoeedad  in  destroy, 
ing  all  the  villages  around  Ouiatenon,  together  with  several  Kick- 
apoo  towns,  killing  32  warriors  and  taking  58  prisoners.  He 
released  a  few  of  the  most  infirm  prisoners,  giving  them  a  "  talk," 
which  they  carried  to  the  towns  farther  up  the  "Wabash,  and  which 
the  wretched  condition  of  his  horses  prevent«i  hira  from  reaching. 

March  3,  1791,  Congress  provided  for  raising  and  equipping  a 
regiment  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  Gov.  St.  Clair  was 
invasted  with  the  chief  oommand  of  abont  8,000  troops,  to  be  raised 
«od  employed  against  the  hostile  Indians  in  the  tenitoiy  over 
whidi  his  jnrisdiotion  extended.  He  was  instmeted  bj  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  maroih  to  the  Miami  village  and  establish  a  strong 
and  permanent  military  post  there;  also  each  posts  elsewhere  along 
the  Ohio  as  would  be  in  communication  with  Fort  Washington. 
The  post  at  Miami  village  was  intended  to  keep  the  savages  in  that 
vicinity  in  check,  and  was  onlercd  to  be  strong  enough  in  its  gar- 
rison to  afford  a  detachment  of  500  or  600  men  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, either  to  chastise  any  of  the  Wabash  or  other  hostile  Indians 
or  capture  convoys  of  the  enemy's  provisions.  The  Secretary  of 
War  also  ur^d  Gov.  St.  Clair  to  establish  that  post  as  the  first  and 
most  important  part  of  the  campaign.  In  case  of  a  previous 
treaty  the  Tndians  were  to  be  conciliated  apoo  this  point  if  possible; 
«nd  he  presnmed  good  argoments  might  be  ofiered  to  indnce  their 
acqniesoenoe.  Said  he:  Having  commenced  jonr  march  npon  the 
main  expedition,  and  the  Indians  continuing  hostile,  yon  will  nse 
^very  possible  exertion  to  make  them  feel  theefifocts  of  yonrsnperi* 
ority;  and,  after  having  arrived  at  the  Miami  village  and  put  your 
works  in  a  defensible  state,  yon  will  seek  the  enemy  with  the  whole 
of  your  remaining  force,  and  endesTor  by  all  possible  means  to 
strike  them  with  great  severity.  «  »  *  ♦ 

In  order  to  avoid  future  wars,  it  miglit  he  proper  to  make  the  Wa- 
bash and  thence  over  to  the  Maumee,  and  down  the  same  to  its 
mouth,  at  Lake  Erie,  the  boundary  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Indians  (excepting  so  far  as  the  same  should 
relate  to  the  Wyandots  and  Delawares),  on  the  supposition  of  their 
mtinning  fidtiifiil  to  the  treaties;  bnt  if  they  should  join  in  the 
war  against  the  United  States,  and  yonr  army  be  victorious,  the 
said  tribes  ought  to  be  removed  without  the  boundary  mentioned." 

Previous  to  marahing  a  strong  ibroe  to  the  Miami  town,  Gov.  St. 
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Gbdr,  Jane  95, 1791,  aatboraed  Gen  Wilkinson  to  eondnetaMOO&if. 
expedition,  not  exceeding  500  mounted  men,  against  the  Indian 
villages  on  the  Wabash.  Accordingly  Gen.  Wilkinson  mnstered 
liis  forces  and  was  ready  July  90,  to  march  with  5^  mounted  vol- 
nntecrs,  well  armed,  and  provided  with  30  days'  provisions,  and 
with  this  force  he  reached  the  Ke-na-pa-com-a-qna  village  on  the- 
north  l)ai^]c  of  Eel  river  about  six  miles  above  its  month,  Aug.  7^ 
where  he  killed  six  warriors  and  took  34  prisoners.  This  town^ 
which  was  scattered  along;  the  river  for  three  miles,  wiis  totally  de- 
stroyed. Wilkinson  encamped  on  the  ruins  of  the  town  thatnight^ 
and  the  next  day  ho  commenced  his  march  for  the  Eickapoo  town, 
on  the  prairie,  which  he  was  unable  to  reach  owing  to  the  impaaaai^ 
ble  condition  of  the  route  which  he  adopted  and  the  ftiling  eondi-. 
tion  of  his  hones.  He  reported  the  estimated  results  of  the  ezpe^ 
dition  as  follows:  **  I  have  destroyed  the  chief  town  of  the  Ooiate^ 
non  nation,  and  have  made  prisoners  of  the  sons  and  sisters  of  the> 
king.  I  have  burned  a res]>ectable  Kickapoo  villsge^  and  entdown 
at  least  400  acres  of  com,  diiefly  in  the  milk." 

BXPBDmONS  OF  ST.  OLAIB  AND  WATNB. 

The  Indians  were  greatly  damaged  by  the  expeditions  of  llarmar^ 
Scott  and  Wilkinson,  but  were  far  from  being  subdued.  They 
regarded  the  policy  of  the  United  States  as  calculated  to  extermi- 
nate them  from  the  land;  and,  goaded  on  by  the  English  of  Detroit* 
enemies  of  the  Americans,  tiiey  were  excited  to  desperation.  At 
this  time  the  British  Government  still  supported  garrisons  at 
Niagara,  Detroit  and  Michilimackinac,  altliough  it  was  declared  by 
the  second  article  of  the  definitive'  treaty  of  peaoe  of  178S,  that 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  would,  "  with  all  convenient  speed,  and 
without  causing  any  destruction  or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or 
property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  forces^ 
garrisons  and  fleets  from  the  United  States,  and  from  every  post, 
place  and  harbor  within  the  same."  That  treaty  also  provided  tliat 
the  creditors  on  either  side  should  meet  with  no  lawful  ini|)edi- 
ments  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value,  in  sterling  money,  of  all 
bofui  Jide  debts  previously  contracted.  The  British  Governnrcut 
claimed  that  the  United  States  had  broken  faith  in  this  particular 
understanding  of  the  treaty,  and  in  oonseqnence  refused  to  with- 
draw its  forces  from  the  toritory.  The  British  garrisons  in  the 
Lake  B^on  were  a  source  of  much  annoyance  to  the  Americans^ 
•    as  they  aflbrded  oveeor  \o  isostile  Indians,  enoouraging  them  ta 
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iiMke  raidf  amon^  the  AmerioiuiB.  This  ttate  of  affiura  in  the 
Temtoiy  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  oontinaed  from  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  ihe  Bevolationsrj  war  to  1796,  when  nnder  a  seoood 
treaty  all  British  soldiers  were  withdrawn  from  the  country. 

In  September,  1791,  St.  Clair  moved  from  Fort  Washington 
with  about  2,000  men,  and  November  8y  the  main  army,  consisting 
of  about  1,400  effective  troops,  moved  forward  to  the  head- waters 
of  the  Wabash,  where  Fort  Recovery  was  afterward  erected,  and 
here  the  army  encamped.  About  1,200  Indiana  were  secreted  a  few 
miles  distant,  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  to  begin  an  attack, 
which  they  improved  on  the  inornin<^  of  Nov.  4,  about  half  an  hour 
before  sunrise.  The  attack  was  tirst  made  upon  the  militia,  which 
immediately  gave  way.  St  Glair  was  defeated  and  he  retnmed  to 
Fort  Wasliingtott  with  a  broken  and  dispirited  army,  having  lost 
39  officers  killed,  and  539  men  killed  and  missing;  S2  officers  and 
932  men  were  wounded.  Seversl  pieces  of  artilleiy,  and  all  the 
baggage,  ammunition  and  provisions  were  left  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle and  fell  into  the  hands  ot  the  victorious  Indians.  The  stores 
and  other  public  property  lost  in  the  aotion  were  valued  at  $82,800. 
,  There  were  also  100  or  more  American  women  with  the  army  of 
the  wliites,  very  few  of  wliora  escaped  the  cruel  carnage  of  the  sav- 
age Indians.  The  latter,  characteristic  of  their  brutal  nature, 
proceeded  in  the  flush  of  victory  to  perpetrate  the  most  horrible 
acts  of  cruelty  and  brutality  upon  the  bodies  of  the  living  and  the 
dead  Americans  who  fell  into  their  hands.  Believing  that  the 
whites  had  made  war  for  many  years  merely  to  acquire  land,  the 
Indians  erammed  clay  and  sand  into  the  eyes  and  down  the  throats 
of  the  dying  and  the  dead! 

OSH.  WATNS'S  O&BAT  TIOIOBT. 

Although  no  particular  blame  was  attached  to  Qor.  St  Olair  for 
the  loss  in  this  expedition,  yet  he  resigned  the  office  of  Major-Gen- 
end,  and  was  succeeded  by  Anthony  Wayne,  a  distingnished 
officer  of  the  Hevolutionary  war.  Early  in  1792  provisions  were 
made  by  the  general  Government  for  re-oi^nizing  the  army,  so 
that  it  should  consist  of  an  efficient  degree  of  strength.  Wayne 
arrived  at  Pittsburt^  in  June,  where  the  army  was  to  rendezvous. 
Here  he  continued  actively  engaged  in  organizing  and  training  hia 
forces  until  October,  1793,  when  with  an  army  of  about  3,600  meu 
he  moved  westward  to  Fort  Washington. 

While  Wayne  was  preparing  for  an  oflfonsi^e  campaign,  every 
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possible  means  was  employed  to  induce  the  hostile  tribes  of  the 
JSorthwest  to  enter  into  a  general  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Ameri- 
can Government;  speeehes  were  sent  amonj;  them,  and  agents  to 
make  treaties  were  also  senti  but  little  was  aeootnpliBhed.  Major 
fiamtramelc,  who  still  remained  at  yiaceiines»  saoeeeded  in  con- 
clodiDg  a  general  peace  witli  tho  Wabash  and  Illinois  Indians;  bnt 
the  tribes  more  immediately  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of  the  British 
refased  to  hear  the  sentiments  of  friendship  that  were  sent  among 
them,  and  tomahawked  several  of  the  messengers.  Their  courage 
had  been  aroused  by  St.  Clair's  defeat,  as  well  as  by  the  unsuecess- 
fnl  expeditions  wliich  ]md  preceded  it,  and  they  now  felt  quite  pre- 
pared to  meet  a  superior  force  under  Gen.  Wayne.  The  Indiuns 
insisted  on  the  Ohio  river  as  the  boundary  lino  l)et\vcen  their  lands 
and  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  felt  certain  that  they  could 
maintain  that  boundary. 

Maj.  Gen.  Scott,  with  about  1,600  mounted  volunteers  from 
Kentacky,  joined  the  regalar  troops  under  Qen.  Wayne  July  26, 
1794^  and  on  the  28th  the  nnited  foroes  began  their  march  for  the 
Indian  towns  on  the  Manmee  river.  Arriving  at  the  month  of 
the  Auglaize,  they  erected  Fort  Defiance,  and  Ang.  15  the  army  * 
advanoed  toward  the  British  fort  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Manmee,  where,  on  tlie  20th,  almost  within  reach  of  the  British 
the  American  army  gained  a  decisive  victory  over  the  combined 
forces  of  the  hostile  Indians  and  a  considerable  number  of  the 
Detroit  militia.  The  number  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  2,000, 
against  about  900  American  troops  actually  engaged.  This  horde 
of  savages,  as  soon  as  the  action  began,  abandoned  themselves  to 
flight  and  dispersed  with  terror  and  dismay,  leaving  Wayne's  vic- 
torious array  in  full  and  quiet  possession  of  the  lield.  The  Ameri- 
cans lost  33  killed  and  100  wounded;  loss  of  the  enemy  more  than 
double  this  number. 

The  army  remained  three  days  and  nights  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hi^mee^  in  front  of  the  field  of  battle,  during  which  time  all  the 
honses  and  cornfields  were  oonsnmed  and  destroyed  for  a  considera- 
ble distance  both  above  and  below  Fort  Miami,  as  well  as  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  British  garrison,  who  were  compelled  to  remain 
idle  spectators  to  this  general  devastation  and  conflagration,  among 
which  were  the  houses,  stores  and  property  of  Col.  McKee,  the 
British  Indian  agent  and  "principal  stimulator  of  the  war  then 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  savages."  On  the  return 
march  to  Fort  Deiiance  the  villages  and  cornfields  for  about  5C 
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miles  on  eaeh  side  of  the  Maumee  were  destroyed,  aa  well  as  those 
for*  oonaidenble  distaooe  aroand  that  post 

Sept  14^  1794,  the  army  under  Gton.  Wayne  oommenoed  it9 
march  toward  tho  deserted  Miami  villages  at  the  eonflnenee  of  St. 
Joseph's  and  St.  Mary's  rivers,  arriving  Oct.  17,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  the  site  of  Fort  Wayne  was  selected.  Tlic  fort  was  com- 
pleted Nov.  22,  and  garrisoned  by  a  strong  detachment  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  under  the  c<^inniand  of  Col.  John  F,  Hamtrarack,  who 
gave  to  the  new  fort  the  name  of  Fort  Wayne.  In  1814  a  new  fort 
was  bailt  on  the  site  of  this  stracture.  The  Kentacky  volunteers 
letnroed  to  Fort  Waahingtoii  and  were  mastered  oat  of  eernee. 
Oen.  WaynOi  with  the  Federal  troops,  marehed  to  QreenTille  and 
took  np  his  headqaartera  dnring  die  winter.  Here,  in  Augnsti 
1796,  after  several  months  of  active  negotiation,' this  gallant  offiow 
sncceeded  in  concluding  a  general  treaty  of  peace  with  all  the  hos- 
tile  tribes  of  the  Northwestern  Territory.  This  treaty  opened  the 
way  for  the  flood  of  immigration  for  many  years,  and  ultimately 
made  the  States  and  territories  now  constituting  the  mighty  North- 
west 

Up  to  the  organization  of  the  Indiana  Territory  there  is  bnt  little 
history  to  record  aside  from  those  events  oonneoted  with  military 
affiurs.  In  Jnly,  1796,  as  before  stated,  al!tw  a  treaty  was  eon- 
elnded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  British  garrisons, 

with  their  arms,  artillery  and  stores,  were  withdrawn  from  the 
posts  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  and  a  detachment  of  American  troops,  consisting  of  Ci5 
men,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Moses  Porter,  took  possession 
of  the  evacuated  post  of  Detroit  in  the  same  month. 

In  tbe  latter  part  of  1796  Winthrop  Sargent  went  to  Detrdt  and 
organiied  the  connty  of  Wayne,  forming  a  part  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  nntil  its  division  In  1806,  when  the  Territoiy  of  Michigan 
wss  <M!giuiind. 


TEBBITOAIAL  HISTOBY. 

OKOAMIZATION  OF  INDIANA  TBBBITOBT. 

On  the  final  snccess  of  American  arms  and  diplomacy  in  1796, 
the  principal  town  within  the  Territory,  now  the  State,  of  Indiana 
was  Vincennes,  which  at  this  time  comprised  about  50  houses,  all 
presenting  a  thrifty  and  tidy  appe;ii;uice.  Each  hoube  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  garden  fenced  with  poles,  and  peach  and  apple-trees 
grew  in  most  of  the  endosurM.  Qarden  Tegetables  of  all  kinds 
iron  eoltivBted  with  saeoess,  and  com,  tobaooo,  wheat,  barley  and 
cotton  grew  in  the  fields  around  the  village  in  abnndanoe.  During 
the  last  few  yean  of  the  18ih  oentnry  tiie  condition  of  society  at 
Vincennes  improved  wonderfully. 

Besides  Yinoennes  there  was  a  small  settlement  near  where  the 
town  of  Lawrencebnrg  now  stands,  in  Dearborn  county,  and  in  the 
course  of  that  year  a  small  settlement  was  formed  at  "  Armstrong's 
Station,"  on  the  Ohio,  within  the  present  limits  of  Clark  county. 
There  were  of  course  several  other  emallor  pottlcments  und  trading 
posts  in  the  present  limits  of  Indiana,  and  the  numl3er  of  civilized 
inhabitants  cuuiprised  within  the  territory  was  estimated  at  4,875. 

The  Territory  of  Indiana  was  organized  by  Act  of  Congress  May 
7,  1800,  the  material  parts  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  remaining  in 
force;  and  the  inhabitants  were  invested  with  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges and  advantages  granted  and  secured  to  the  people  by  that 
oidinanee.  The  seat  of  government  was  fiied  at  Vincennes.  Hay 
18, 1800,  Wm.  Henry  Hanrison,  a  native  oi  Virginia,  was  appoint- 
ed Governor  of  this  new  territory,  and  on  the  next  day  John  Gib- 
son, a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  distinf^uished  Wei^tern  pioneer, 
(to  whom  tiie  Indian  chief  Logan  delivered  his  celebrated  speech  in 
1774),  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Territorv.  Soon  afterward 
Wm.  Clark,  Henry  Yanderbargh  and  John  Grifiiu  were  appointed 
territorial  J udi^s. 

Secretary  Gibson  arrived  at  Vincennes  in  July,  and  commenced, 

in  the  absence  of  Gov.  Uarricon,  the  administration  of  government. 

Gov.  Harrison  did  not  arrive  until  Jan.  10,  1801,  when  he  imme* 

diatdy  called  together  the  Judges  of  the  Territory,  who  proceeded 
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to  pass  such  laws  as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the  present  gavem' 
mentof  the  Territory.    This  session  began  March  3,  1801. 

From  this  time  to  ISIO  the  principal  sabjects  which  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  people  of  Indiana  were  land  speculations,  the 
adjustment  of  land  titles,  the  question  of  negro  slavery,  the  purchase 
of  Indian  lands  by  treaties,  the  organization  of  Territorial  legis- 
latures, the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  division  of 
Indiana  Territory,  the  movements  of  Aaron  Durr,  and  the  hostile 
views  and  proceedings  of  the  Shawaoee  chief,  Tecuiuseh,  and  his 
brother,  the  Prophet 

Up  to  this  time  the  sixth  artiole  of  the  celebrated  ordinenoe  of 
1787,  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Northweetera  Territory,  had  been 
aomewliat  neglected  in  the  ezecntion  of  the  law,  and  many  French 
settlers  still  held  slaves  in  a  manner.  In  some  instances,  according 
to  rules  prescribed  by  Territorial  legislation,  slaves  agreed  by 
indentares  to  remain  in  swntade  under  their  masters  for  a  certain 
nomber  of  years;  but  many  slaves,  with  whom  no  such  contracts 
were  made,  were  removed  from  the  Indiana  Territory  either  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi  or  to  some  of  the  slaveholding  States. 
Gov.  Harrison  convoked  a  session  of  delegates  of  the  'ierritory^ 
elected  by  a  popular  vote,  wlio  petitioned  Congress  to  declare  the 
sixth  article  of  the  ordinance  of  1767,  prohibiting  slavery,  suspend- 
ed; bnt  OoQgress  never  consented  to  grant  that  petition,  and  many 
other  petitions  of  a  similar  import  Soon  afterwand  some  of  the 
citixens  began  to  take  colored  persons  out  of  tbe  Territory  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  them,  and  Gov.  Harrison,  by  a  proclamation 
April  6, 1804,  forbade  it,  and  called  upon  the  authorities  of  the 
Territory  to  assist  him  in  preventing  such  removal  of  persons 
of  color. 

During  the  year  1804  all  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  and 
north  of  33**  was  attached  to  Indiana  Territorv  by  Congress,  but  in 
a  ti.n\  mouths  was  again  detached  and  organized  into  a  separate  ter- 
ritory. 

When  it  appeared  from  the  result  of  a  popular  vote  in  the  Terri^ 
toiy  that  a  majority  of  188  freeholders  were  in  fovor  of  organiaing 
a  General  Assembly,  Gov,  Harrison,  Sept  11, 1804,  issued  a  procla- 
mation dedaring  that  the  Territory  had  passed  into  tbe  second  grade 
of  government,  as  contemplated  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
fixed  Thursday,  Jan.  3,  1805,  as  tbe  time  for  holding  an  election  in 
the  several  counties  of  the  Territory,to  choose  members  of  a  House 
of  Representatives,  who  should  meet  at  Yincennes  Feb.  1  and 
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«dopt  measam  for  the  orgaausation  of  a  Territorial  Ooanoil.  These 
•4klegateB  were  elected,  and  met  aooording  to  the  proclamation,  and 
>^e]ccto<i  ten  men  from  whom  the  Proaident  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  JelFerson,  should  appoint  five  to  be  and oonstitate  the  Legisla- 
tive Conncil  of  the  Territory,  but  he  declining,  requested  Mr.  Har- 
rison to  make  the  selection,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Before 
the  first  session  of  this  Council,  however,  was  held,  Miclii^^in  Ter- 
ritory was  set  off,  its  south  line  being  one  drawn  from  the  southern 
end  of  Lake  Michigan  directly  east  to  Lake  Erie. 

mar  'nutarrOBiAL  leoislatubb. 

The  first  Qeneral  Assembly,  or  Legislature,  of  Indiana  Territory 
met  at  Yinoennes  Jnly  29, 1805,  in  porsnance  of  a  goberoatorial 
prodamation.  The  membcvs  of  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentati^ea  were 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  of  Dearborn  oonnty ;  Davis  Floyd,of  Clark  eonnty ; 

Benjamin  Parke  and  John  Johnson,  of  Knox  county;  Sh;ulrach 
Bond  and  William  Biggs,  of  St.  Clair  county,  and  George  Fisher, 
•of  Randolph  county.  July  30  the  Governor  delivered  his  first  mes- 
sage to  ''the  Leiridlative  Council  and  House  of  lle])resentatives  of 
the  Indiana  Territory."  Benj  amin  Parke  was  the  first  delegate 
elected  to  Congress.  He  had  emigrated  from  Hevi  Jersey  to  In- 
•diana  in  1801. 

THK    "WESrKKX  SUN" 

nvas  the  first  newspaper  published  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  now 
•comprising  the  four  great  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin,  and  the  second  in  all  that  country  once  known  as  the 
"■'^Jokrthwestern  Territory."  It  was  commenced  at  Vincennes  in 
by  Elihn  Stout,  of  Kentucky,  and  first  called  the  /nf/i'/na 
iGit£.vUc,  and  July,  4,  lb04,  was  changed  to  the  Western  Sun.  .Mr. 
Steuit<i^tinued  the  paper  until  1S45,  amid  many  discouragements, 
when  ihe  was  appointed  postmaster  at  the  place,  and  he  sold  out 
thcoffioe. 

INDIANA  IN  1810. 

'The  events  which  we  have  just  been  dcscrildug  really  constitute 
'the  initiatory  steps  to  the  great  military  campaign  of  Gen.  Harrison 
•whiehieaded  in  the  '^battle  of  Tippecanoe;"  but  before  proceeding 
tto  an  aaoeunt  of  that  brilliant  afibir,  let  us  take  a  glance  at  the  re- 
;sonraes«iid  strength  of  Indiana  Territory  at  this  time,  1810: 

Total  population,  S4,5S0;  88  grist  mills;  14  saw  mills;  8  horse 
nulls;  IS  tanneries;  28  distilleries;  8  powder  mills;  1,356  looms; 
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2yS50  spinning  wheels;  ralne  of  maniifiKStiiree-^wooleny  cotton 
hempen  and  flaxen  cloths,  $169»063;  of  cotton  and  wool  spnn  in 
mills,  $150,000;  of  n&ib,  30,000  pounds,  $4,000;  of  leather  tanned, 

$9,300;  of  distillery  products,  35,950  <;allon8,  $16^30;  of  gun- 
powder, 3,600  pounds,  $1,S<)0;  of  w^ie  from  gnqpes,  96  barrels^ 
$6,000,  and  5  0,000  pounds  of  maple  sugar. 

Daring  the  year  1810  a  Board  of  Commissioners  was  established 
to  straighten  out  the  confused  condition  into  which  the  land-title 
controversy  liad  been  carried  by  the  various  and  conflicting  admin- 
istrations that  had  previously  exercised  jurisdiction  in  this  regard. 
This  work  was  attended  with  much  labor  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners and  great  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  a  few  designing  speca- 
lators,  who  thought  no  extreme  of  perjury  too  hazardons  in  their 
maid  attempts  to  obtun  lands  frandnlentl  j.  In  closing  their  report 
the  Oommissionere  nsed  the  following  expressive  language:  We 
doee  this  melancholy  picture  of  hnman  depravity  by  rendering  our 
devout  acknowledgment  that,  in  tlie  awful  alternative  in  which  we 
have  been  placed,  of  either  admitting  perjured  testimony  in  sap- 
port  of  the  claims  before  ns,  or  having  it  turned  against  our  char- 
acters and  lives,  it  has  as  yet  pleased  that  divine  providence  which 
rules  over  the  affairs  of  men,  to  preserve  us,  both  from  legal  mur> 
der  and  private  assassination.'* 

The  question  of  dividing  the  Territory  of  Indiana  was  agitated 
from  1806  to  1809,  when  Congress  erected  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
to  comprise  all  that  part  of  Indiana  Territory  lying  west  of  the 
Wabash  river  and  a  direct  line  drawn  from  that  river  aiid  Post 
Yincennes  due  north  to  tiie  territorial  line  between  the  United- 
States  and  Canada.  This  occasioned  some  confusion  in  the  govm* 
ment  of  Indiana,  but  in  due  time  the  new  elections  were  confirmed, 
and  the  new  territory  started  off  on  a  journey  of  prosperity  which 
this  section  of  the  United  States  has  ever  since  enjoyed. 

From  the  first  settlement  of  Yincennes  for  nearly  half  a  centnry 
there  occurred  nothing  of  importance  to  relate,  at  least  so  far  ae 
the  records  inform  us.  The  place  was  too  isolated  to  grow  very 
fast,  and  we  suppose  there  was  a  succession  of  priests  and  com- 
mandants, who  governed  the  little  world  around  them  with  almost 
infinite  power  and  authority,  from  whose  decibions  there  was  no 
appetd,  if  indeed  any  was  ever  desired.  The  character  of^ society 
in  such  a  place  would  of  course  grow  gradually  difi^erent  from  the 
parent  society,  assimilating  more  or  less  with  that  of  neighboring 
tribes.  The  whites  lived  in  peace  with'  the  Indians,  each  under^ 
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itauding  the  otiier'fi  peculiarities,  which  remained  fixed  long 
otongh  for  both  parties  to  study  out  and  understand  them.  The 
gDTerDmeiit  wu  a  miztore  of  the  military  and  the  civil.  There 
was  little  to  indte  to  enterprise.  Spoealations  in  money  and  prop- 
erty»  and  their  oonnterpart^  beggary,  were  botli  unknown;  the  nec- 
essaries of  lilb  were  easily  procured,  and  bejrond  these  than  were 
Vat  few  wants  to  be  supplied;  hospitality  was  exercised  by  all,  as 
tiiere  were  no  taverns;  there  seemed  to  be  no  use  for  law,  judges 
or  prisons;  each  district  had  its  commandant,  and  the  proceedings 
of  a  trial  were  singular.  The  comp'aiiiins^  party  obtained  a  notifi- 
eation  from  the  commandant  to  his  adversary,  accompanied  by  a 
command  to  render  justice.  If  this  hud  no  elfect  he  was  notified 
to  appear  before  the  commandant  on  a  particular  day  and  answer; 
and  if  tlio  last  notice  was  neglected,  a  sergeant  and  tilo  of  men 
were  sent  to  bring  him, — no  sheriff  and  no  costs.  The  convicted 
party  would  be  fined  and  kept  in  prison  untQ  he  rendered  justice 
aoeording  to  the  decree;  when  extremely  refractory  the<»t-o*-nine- 
tails  brought  him  to  a  sense  of  justice.  In  such  a  state  of  society 
there  was  no  demand  for  learning  and  science.  Few  could  read, 
and  still  fewer  write.  Their  disposition  was  nearly  always  to  deal 
honestly,  at  least  simply.  Peltries  were  their  standard  of  value. 
A  brotherly  love  generally  prevailed.  But  they  were  devoid  of 
public  spirit,  enterprise  or  ingenuity. 
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Immediately  after  the  organization  of  Indiana  Territory  Governor 
HarriBon's  attention  was  directed,  by  necessity  as  well  as  by  in- 
stnictions  from  Congress,  to  settling  affairs  with  those  Indians  who 
still  held  claims  to  lands.  He  entered  into  serend  treatlee,  by 
whieh  at  the  eloee  of  1805  the  United  States  Government  had  oh- 
lained  aboat  46,000  square  miles  of  terrilorj,  !iielndiii|(  all  the 
lands  lying  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio  ri  w  between  the  moath  of 
the  Wabash  river  and  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  levying  of  a  tax,  especially  a  poIltaz,by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, cn  ated  considerable  dissatisfaction  amon^  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. At  a  meeting  held  Sunday,  An<^u8t  16,  1807,  a  number  of 
Frenchmen  resolved  to  "  withdraw  their  confidence  and  support 
forever  from  those  men  who  advocated  or  in  any 'manner  promoted 
the  second  grade  of  government." 

In  1807  the  territorial  statutes  were  revised  and  under  the  new 
code,  treason,  murder,  arson  and  horse-stealing  were  each  punish- 
able by  deatbu  The  crime  of  manslanghter  was  pnnishable  by  the 
common  law.  Burglary  and  robbery  were  pnnishable  by  whip- 
ping, fine  and  in  some  eases  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  forty 
years.  Hogstesling  was  pnnishable  by  fine  and  whipping.  Bigamy 
was  pnnishable  by  fine,  whipping  and  disfranchisement,  etc 

In  1804  Congress  established  three  land  offices  for  the  sale  of 
lands  in  Indiana  territory;  one  was  located  at  Detroit,  ond  at  Vin- 
cennes  and  one  at  Kaskaskia.  In  1807  a  fourth  one  was  opened  at 
Jeffersonville,  Clark  county;  this  town  was  first  laid  out  in  1802, 
agreeably  to  plans  suggested  by  Mr.  Jefferson  then  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Governor  Harrison,  according  to  his  message  to  the  Lej^^islature 
in  1806,  seemed  to  think  that  the  peace  then  existing  between  the 
whites  and  the  Indians  was  permanent;  but  in  the  same  document 
be  referred  to  a  matter  that  might  be  a  source  of  trouble,  whieh  in- 
deed it  proved  to  be^  namely,  the  exeention  of  white  laws  among 
the  Indians— laws  to  whieh  the  Utter  had  not  been  a  party  in  th^ 
enactment  The  trouble  was  aggravated  by  the  partiality  with 
whi<^  the  laws  seem  always  to  have  been  exeented;  the  Indian 
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WIS  nearly  always  the  aafferer.  All  along  from  1805  to  1810  tb» 
Indians  complained  bitterly  against  the  eneroaehments  of  the  white 
people  upon  the  lands  that  belonged  to  them.  The  invasion  of  their 
hnnting  grounds  and  the  unjustifiable  killing  of  many  of  their  peo- 
ple were  the  souroee  of  their  discontent.  An  old  chief,  in  laying 
the  trouble  of  his  people  before  Governor  Harrison,  said:  You 
CfdluB  children;  why  do  you  not  make  ns  as  happy  as  our  fathers, 
the  French,  did?  They  never  took  from  ns  our  lands;  indeed,  they 
were  common  between  us.  They  planted  where  they  pleaped,  and 
tliey  cut  wood  where  they  pleased;  and  so  did  we;  but  now  if  a 
poor  Indian  attempts  to  take  a  little  bark  from  a  tree  to  cover  him 
from  the  rain,  up  comes  a  white  man  aud  threatens  to  shoot  him, 
claiming  the  tree  as  his  own.^ 

The  Indian  truly  had  grounds  for  his  oomplaint,  and  the  state  of 
foeling  existing  among  the  tribes  at  this  time  was  well  oaloulated 
to  develop  a  patriotic  leader  who  should  carry  them  all  forward  to 
victory  at  arms,  if  certain  concessions  were  not  made  to  them  by  the- 
•whites.  Bat  this  golden  opportunity  was  seised  by  an  unworthy 
warrior.  A  brother  of  Tecumseh,  a  "prophet"  named  Law-le-was-i- 
kaw,  bnt  who  assumed  the  name  of  Penuhquat-a-wah  (Open  Door), 
was  the  crafty  Shawanee  warrior  who  wad  enabled  to  work  upon 
both  the  superstitious  and  the  rational  judgment  of  his  fellow  In- 
dians. He  was  a  pjood  orator,  somewhat  peculiar  in  his  appearanco 
and  well  calculated  to  win  the  attention  and  respect  of  the  savages. 
He  began  by  dt-iioiincing  witchcraft,  the  use  of  intoxicating  li(|uors, 
the  custom  of  ludian  women  marrying  white  men,  the  dress  of  the 
whites  and  the  practice  of  selling  Indian  lands  to  the  United  States. 
He  also  told  the  Indians  that  the  commands  of  the  Qrcat  Spirit  re* 
quired  them  to  punish  with  death  those  who  practiced  the  arts  of 
witchcraft  and  magic;  that  the  Oreat  Spirit  had  given  him  power 
to  find  out  and  expose  such  persons;  that  he  had  power  to  cure  all 
diseases,  to  confound  his  enemies  and  to  stay  the  arm  of  death  in 
sickness  and  on  the  battle-field.  His  harangues  aroused  among- 
some  bands  of  Indians  a  high  degree  of  superstitious  excitement. 
An  old  Delaware  chief  named  Ta-te-bock-o-she,  through  whose  in- 
fluence  a  treaty  had  been  made  with  the  Delawares  in  1804,  was 
accused  of  witchcraft,  tried,  condemned  and  tomahawked,  and 
his  body  consumed  by  fire.  The  old  chief's  wife,  nephew 
("Billy  Patterson  ")  and  an  aged  Indian  named  Joshua  were  next 
accused  of  witchcraft  aud  condemned  to  death.  IHietwommiwerfr 
burned  at  the  stake^  but  the  wife  of  Ta-te-bock-o-she  was  saved  from 
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death  by  her  brother,  who  snddonl y  approaclicd  her,  took  her  by  the 
hand,  and,  without  meeting  any  opposition  from  the  Indians  present, 
led  lier  out  of  the  council- house.  He  then  immediately  returned  and 
checked  the  growing  influence  of  the  Prophet  by  exclaiming  in  a 
•trong,  earnest  voice,  "  The  Evil  Spirit  has  come  among  us  and  we 
are  killing  each  other." — lIHllo/i's  History  of  Indiana. 

When  Gov.  Harrison  was  made  aoqnainted  with  these  eventa  he 
sent  a  apeeial  messenger  to  the  Indians,  strongly  entreating  them  to 
renonnoe  the  Ftophet  and  his  works.  This  realljdestroyed  to  some 
extent  the  Ftophet^a  inflaenee;  hut  in  the  sprin/t  of  1808,  having 
aionsed  nearly  all  the  trihes  of  the  Lake  Region,  the  Prophet  with 
a  ki]genamber  of  followers  settled  near  the  month  of  the  Tippe- 
eanoe  river,  at  a  place  which  afterward  had  the  name  of ''Prophet's- 
Town."  Taking  advantage  of  his  brother's  influence,  Tecumseh 
actively  engaged  himself  in  forming  the  various  tribes  into  a  con- 
federacy. He  announced  publicly  to  all  the  Indians  that  the 
treaties  by  which  the  United  States  had  acquired  lands  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  were  not  made  in  fairness,  and  should  be  considered 
void,  lie  also  said  that  no  single  tribe  was  invested  with  power  to 
sell  lands  without  the  consent  of  all  the  other  tribes,  and  that  be 
and  his  brother,  the  Prophet,  would  oppose  and  resist  all  fhtnre 
attempts  whieh  tiie  white  people  might  make  to  extend  thdr  set- 
tlements in  the  lands  that  belonged  to  the  Indians. 

Early  in  180S,  Qov.  Harrison  sent  a  speech  to  the  Shawaneee, 
in  which  was  this  sentenee:  My  children,  this  business  must  be 
Stopped;  I  will  no  longer  suffer  it.  You  liave  called  a  number  of 
men  from  the  most  distant  tribes  to  listen  to  a  fool,  who  speaks 
not  the  words  of  the  Great  Spirit  but  those  of  the  devil  and  the 
British  agents.  My  children,  your  conduct  has  much  alarmed  the 
white  settlers  near  yon.  They  desire  that  you  will  send  away  those 
people;  and  if  they  wish  to  have  the  impostor  with  them  they  can 
carry  him  along  with  them.  Let  him  go  to  the  lakes;  lie  can  hear 
the  British  more  distinctly."  This  message  wonnded  the  pride  of 
the  Prophet,  and  he  prevailed  on  the  messenger  to  inform  Gov. 
Harrison  that  he  was  not  in  league  with  the  British,  but  was  speak- 
ing truly  the  words  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1808,  the  Prophet  spent  sev* 
era!  weeks  at  Yincennes,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  interviews 
with  Qov.  Harrison.  At  one  time  he  told  the  Govmor  that  he 
was  a  Christian  and  endeavored  to  persuade  his  people  also  to 
become  Christians,  abandon  the  use  of  liquor,  be  united  in  broth- 
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eriy  luve,  etc.,  making  Mr.  Harriaoa  believe  at  least,  that  he  was 
houest;  bat  before '  lon^  it  was  demonstoited  lltat  the  ''Fropliei'* 
was  designing,  cunning  and  unreliable;  that  bothheandTeenmseli 
were  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  friends  of  the  English;  andi 
that  in  case  of  a  war  between  the  Americans  and  English,  they 
would  join  the  latter.  The  next  year  the  Prophet  afcain  ▼isited 
Yincennes,  with  assurances  that  ho  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
English,  but  the  Governor  was  not  disposed  to  believe  him;  and  in 
a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  July,  1809,  he  said  that  he 
regarded  the  bands  of  Indians  at  Prophet's  Town  as  a  combination 
which  had  been  produced  by -l^ritish  intn^ne  and  influence,  in  antic- 
ipation of  a  war  between  them  and  tlie  United  States. 

In  direct  opposition  to  Tecuniseh  and  the  prophet  and  in  spite 
of  all  these  diliiculties,  Gov.  Harrison  continued  the  work  of  extin- 
guishing Indian  titles  to  lauds,  with  very  good  success.  By  the 
close  of  1809,  the  total  amount  of  laud,  ceded  to  the  United  States^ 
under  treaties  which  had  been  i«ffected  by  Mr.  Harrison,  exceeded 
80,000,000  a  res. 

From  1805  to  1807,  the  movements  of  Aaron  Burr  in  the  Ohio 
valley  created  coneiderable  excitement  in  Indiana.  It  seemed  tiiat 
he  intended  to  collect  a  force  of  men,  invade  Mexico  and  found  a 
r^ublic  there,  comprising  all  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains.  lie  gathered,  however,  but  a  tew  men,  started  south, 
and  was  soon  arrested  by  the  Federal  authorities.  But  before  his 
arrest  he  had  abandoned  his  expedition  and  his  followers  had 
dispersed. 

1 1 A  i;  K ISO N 'S  CAMPAIGN. 

While  the  Indians  were  combining  to  prevent  any  further  trans- 
fer of  land  to  the  whites,  the  British  were  using  the  advantage  as  a 
groundwork  for  a  successful  war  upon  the  Amerieiuis.  In  the 
spring  of  1810  the  followers  of  the  I'rophet  relutied  to  receive  their 
annuity  of  salt,  and  the  officials  who  offered  it  were  denounced  as 
"American  dogs,'*  and  otherwise  treated  in  a  disrespectful  manner. 
Gk>v.  Harrison,  in  July,  attempted  to  gain  the  friendship  of  th» 
Frophet  by  sending  him  a  letter,offering  to  treat  with  him  person- 
ally in  the  matter  of  his  grievances,  or  to  furnish  means  to  send 
him,  with  three  of  his  principal  <^ie&,  to  the  President  at  Wash> 
ington;  but  the  messenger  was  coldly  received,  and  they  returned 
word  that  they  would  visit  Vincennes  in  a  few  days  and  interview 
the  Governor,  Accordingly,  Aug.  12.  ISIO,  the  Shawanee  chief 
with  70  of  bis  principal  warriors,  marched  up  to  the  door  of  the 
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Oovcrnor^a  house,  and  from  that  day  until  the  22d  held  dailv  inter- 
views with  His  Excellency.  In  all  of  his  spceclios^  Tecmiiseh  was 
haughty,  and  BO  me  times  arrogant.  Ou  the  20tli  he  delivered  that 
celebrated  speech  in  whleh  he  gave  the  Qowmor  the  alternative  of 
letorning  their  lands  or  meeting  them  in  battle. 

While  the  Governor  was  replying  to  thisspeeeh  Teoamieh  inter- 
rupted him  with  an  angry  exclamation,  declaring  that  the  United 
States,  through  Gov.  llarrisoti,  had  ^'cheated  and  imposed  on  the 
Indians."  When  Tecumseh  first  rose,  a  number  of  his  party  also 
sprung  to  their  feet,  arnicd  with  clubs,  tomahawks  and  spears,  and 
made  some  threatenincr  demonstrations.  Tlie  Governor's  guards, 
who  stood  a  little  way  off,  were  marched  up  in  haste,  and  the  In. 
dims,  awed  by  the  presence  of  this  small  armed  foroe,  abandoned 
what  seemed  to  be  an  intention  to  make  an  open  attack  on  the  Gov- 
ernor and  his  attendants.  As  soon  as  Teonmseh's  remarks  were 
Interpreted,  the  Governor  reproached  him  for  his  oondnct,  and  com- 
manded him  to  depart  instantly  to  his  camp. 

On  the  following  day  Tecumseh  repented  of  liis  rash  act  and  re- 
quested the  Governor  to  grant  him  another  interview,  and  pro- 
tested aL^aiiKst  any  intention  of  offense.  The  Governor  consented, 
and  the  council  was  re-opened  ou  the  21st,  when  the  Shawanee 
«hief  addressed  him  in  a  respeetM  and  dignified  manner^  bnt  re- 
mained immovable  in  his  policy.  The  Governor  then  reqaested 
TSaonmseh  to  state  plainly  whether  or  not  the  surveyors  who  might 
be  sent  to  survey  the  lands  purchased  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  Wayne 
in  1S09,  would  be  molested  by  Indians.  Tecumseh  replied: 
"Brother,  when  yon  speak  of  annnities  to  me,  I  look  at  the  land 
and  pity  tlie  women  and  children.  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  thoy 
will  not  receive  them.  Brother,  we  want  to  save  that  piece  of  land. 
We  do  not  wish  you  to  take  it.  it  is  smaii  enough  for  our  purpose. 
If  yon  do  tske  it,  yon  most  blame  yoorself  as  the  eanse  of  the 
tronUe  between  ns  and  the  tribes  who  sold  it  to  yon.  I  want  the 
present  bonndazy  line  to  eontinne.  Should  yon  oross  it,  I  assnie 
you  it  will  be  productive  of  bad  consequences." 

The  next  day  the  Governor,  attended  only  by  his  interpreter, 
visited  the  camp  of  the  2;reat  Shawanee,  and  in  the  course  of  a  long 
interview  told  hi  in  that  the  Bresident  of  the  United  States  would 
not  acknowledge  his  claims.  "Well,"  replied  the  hrave  warrior, 
"as  the  great  chief  is  to  determine  tho  matter,  I  hope  the  Great 
Spirit  will  put  sense  enough  into  his  head  to  indnoe  him  to  direct 
yon  to  give  up  this  land.   It  is  tmoi  he  is  so  &r  off  he  will  not  be 
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injarod  by  the  war.  H«  may  elt  Btill  in  his  town  and  drink  hia 
wine,  while  yoa  and  I  will  have  to  figbt  it  oat*' 

In  hiB  message  to  the  new  territorial  Legislature  in  1810  Gov. 
Harrison  called  attention  to  the  dangerous  views  held  byTeeameeh 

and  the  Propiiet,  to  the  pyemicious  influence  of  alien  enemies 
among  the  Indians,  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Indian  trade 
and  to  the  policy  of  extingnishin;]^  Indian  titles  to  lands.  The 
eastern  settlements  were  separated  from  the  western  by  a  consider- 
able extent  of  Indian  lands,  and  the  most  fertile  tracts  within  the 
territory  were  btill  in  the  hauda  of  the  Indians.  Almost  entirely 
diveeted  of  the  game  from  whidi  Aey  had  drawn  their  eubsistence, 
it  had  become  of  little  nee  to  them;  and  it  waa  the  intBBlioD  of 
the  Government  to  anbetitnte  for  the  preearioiiB  and  Bcanty  sup- 
pliea  of  the  chase  the  more  certMn  and  plentifnl  snpport  of  agri- 
eoltnre  and  stook-raising.  The  old  habit  of  tiie  Indians  to  hnnt 
80  long  as  a  deer  oonld  be  found  was  so  inveterate  that  they  would 
not  break  it  and  resort  to  intelligent  agriculture  unless  they  were 
compelled  to,  and  to  this  they  would  not  be  compelled  unless  they 
were  confined  to  a  limited  extent  of  territory.  The  earnest  lan- 
i^nage  of  the  Governor's  appeal  was  like  this:  "Are  then  those 
extinguishments  of  native  title  which  are  at  once  so  beneficial  to 
the  Indian  and  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  be  suspended  on 
account  of  the  intrigues  of  a  few  individuals?  Is  one  of  the  fair- 
est portions  of  the  globe  to  remain  in  a  state  of  nature,  the  haunt 
of  a  few  wretched  savages,  when  it  seems  destined  by  the  Creator 
to  give  support  to  a  large  population,  and  to  be  the  seat  of  civili- 
sation,  of  science  and  true  religion 

In  tiie  same  message  the  Governor  also  urged  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  popular  education. 

Among  the  acts  passed  by  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  one 
authorized  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Vinomines  Public 
Library  to  raise  hy  lottery.     Also,  a  petition  was  sent  to 

Congress  for  a  permanent  seat  of  government  for  the  Territory,  and 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  select  the  site. 

"With  the  beginning  of  the  year  1811  the  British  agent  for 
Indian  affairs  adopted  measures  calculated  to  secure  the  support  of 
the  savaijes  in  the  war  which  at  this  time  seemed  almost  inevitable. 
Meanwhile  Grov.  Harrison  did  all  in  his  power  to  destroy  the  influ- 
ence  of  Tecnmaeh  and  his  brother  and  break  up  the  Indian  oonfed- 
ency  which  was  oeing  organised  in  the  interests  of  Great  Britain. 
Pioneer  settlers  and  the  Indiana  naturally  grew  more  and  more 
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aggreoaivo  and  into]enuit»  ootfimitting  depredationa  and  nrardere, 
nnftU  the  Governor  felt  oompelled  to  send  the  following  apeeofa, 

substantially,  to  the  two  leaders  of  the  Indian  tribes:  "This  is  the 
third  year  that  all  the  white  people  in  this  countrj  have  been 
alarmed  at  yonr  proceedings;  you  threaten  us  with  war;  you  invite 
all  the  tribes  north  and  west  of  you  to  Join  against  us,  while  your 
warriors  who  havo  lately  been  here  deny  this.  The  tribes  on  the 
Mississippi  have  sent  me  word  that  you  intended  to  murder  me 
and  then  commence  a  war  upon  my  people,  and  your  seizing  the  salt 
I  recently  sent  up  the  Wabash  is  also  sufiicient  evidence  of  such 
intentions  on  your  part.  Mj  warriors  are  preparing  themselves, 
not  to  atrike  yon,  bat  to  defend  themarives  and  tiieir  women  and 
ebildien.  Ton  ahall  not  anrpriae  na,  aa  yon  expeet  to  do.  Your 
intended  act  ia  a  xaah  one:  oonalder  well  of  it.  What  can  indnoe. 
yon  to  undertake  aneh  a  thing  when  there  ta  ao  little  proapeet  of 
anooeaat  Do  yon  really  think  that  the  handful  of  men  yon  have 
about  you  are  able  to  contend  with  the  seventeen  ^fires?'  or  even 
that  the  whole  of  the  tribea  united  could  contend  against  the  Ken* 
tucky 'fire' alone?  I  am  myself  of  the  Long  'Knife  fire.'  As  soon 
as  they  hear  my  voice  you  will  see  them  pouring  forth  their  swarms 
of  hunting-shirt  men  as  numerous  as  the  rausquitoes  on  the  shores 
of  the  Wabash.  Take  care  of  their  stings.  It  is  not  our  wish  to 
hurt  you;  if  we  did,  we  certainly  havo  power  to  do  it. 

"  You  have  also  insulted  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
by  seizing  the  aalt  that  waa  intended  for  other  tribea.  SadafiMlioii 
must  be  given  for  that  alao.  You  talk  of  coming  to  see  ma^  attend- 
ed by  all  of  yonr  ypung  men;  bat  thia  most  not  be.  If  yonr  intent 
tiona  are  good,  you  have  no  need  to  bring  but  a  few  of  yonr  young 
men  with  you.  I  must  be  plain  with  you.  I  will  not  suffer  you 
to  eome  into  our  settlements  with  such  a  force.  My  advice  !a  that 
you  visit  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  and  lay  yonr  griev- 
ances  before  liim. 

**  With  respect  to  the  lands  that  were  purchased  last  fall  I  can 
enter  into  no  negotiations  with  you;  the  affair  is  with  the  Pi-esi- 
dent.  If  yon  wish  to  go  and  see  him,  X  will  supply  you  with  the 
means. 

"  Tlie  person  who  delivers  this  is  one  of  my  war  officers,  and  is  a 
man  in  whom  I  have  entire  contidence;  whatever  he  says  to  you, 
although  it  may  not  be  contained  in  this  paper,  you  may  believe 
oomea  tcom  me.  My  friend  Teeumseh,  the  bearer  ia  a  good  man 
and  a  brave  warrior;  I  hope  you  will  treat  him  well.   You  ar? 
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yonrself  a  warrior,  and  all  sooh  should  have  esteem  for  each  other." 

The  bearer  of  this  speech  was  politely  received  by  Tecumseh, 
who  replied  to  the  Grovernor  ])rietiy  that  he  should  visit  Vincennea 
in  a  few  days.  Accordiii^lj  he  arrived  July  27,  1811,  bringing 
with  him  a  considerable  force  of  Indians,  which  created  mach 
ftlartn  among  the  inhabitants.  In  view  of  an  emergency  Got. 
Harrison  reviewed  his  militia— aboat  750  armed  men— and  station- 
ed two  companies  and  a  detachment  of  dragoons  on  the  borders  of 
the  town.  At  this  interview  Tecumseh  held  forth  that  he  intended 
no  war  against  the  United  States;  that  he  would  setid  messengers 
amontj  the  Indians  to  prevent  murders  and  depredations  on  the 
white  settlements;  that  the  Indians,  as  well  as  the  whites,  who  had 
coniinitted  mnrders,  ought  t)  be  forgiven ;  that  he  had  sQt  the  white 
people  an  example  of  forgiveness,  which  they  ought  to  follow; 
that  it  wai  his  wish  to  establish  a  anion  among  all  the  Indian 
tribes;  that  the  northern  tribes  were  united;  that  he  was  going  to 
▼isit  (he  soathem  Indians,  and  then  retam  to  the  Prophet's  town. 
He  said  also  that  he  would  visit  the  President  the  next  spring  and 
settle  all  difficulties  with  him,  and  tiiat  lie  hoped  no  attempts  would 
be  made  to  make  Rcttleincnts  on  the  lands  which  had  been  sold  to 
the  United  State?,  iit  the  treaty  of  Fort  WaynOi  because  the  Indians 
wanted  to  keep  those  i^ronnds  for  huiitin<^, 

Tecumseh  then,  with  about  20  of  his  followers,  lett  for  the  South, 
to  induce  the  tribes  in  that  direction  to  join  his  confederacy. 

By  the  way,  a  lawsuit  was  instituted  by  Gov.  Harrison  agunsta 
oertain  Wm.  Mcintosh,  for  asserting  that  the  plaintiff  had  dieated 
the  Indians  ont  of  their  lands,  and  that  by  so  doing  he  had  made 
then)  enemies  to  the  United  States.  The  defendant  was  a  wealthy 
Scotch  resident  of  Vincennes,  well  educated,  and  a  man  of  influence 
among  the  people  opposed  to  Gov.  Harrison's  land  poliey.  The 
jury  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Harrison,  assessing  tlie  damages 
at  $4,000,  In  execution  of  the  decree  of  Court  a  large  quantity  of 
the  defendant's  land  was  sold  in  the  absence  of  Qov.  Harrison; 
but  some  time  afterward  ^rrison  caused  about  two-thirds  of  the 
land  to  be  restored  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  and  the  remainder  was  given 
to  some  orphan  children. 

Harrison's  first  movement  was  to  erect  a  new  fort  on  the  Wabash 
river  and  to  break  np  the  assemblage  of  hostile  Indians  at  the 
Prophet's  town.  For  this  pni  ])ose  he  ordered  Col.  Boyd's  regiment 
of  infantry  to  move  from  the  tails  of  Ohio  to  Vincennes.  When 
the  military  expedition  organized  by  Gov.  Harrison  was  nearly 
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readj  to  mtreh  to  the  Pkxiphet'B  town,8everal  Indian  cliiefs  arrived 
at  Yinoenoes  Sept  25,  1811,  and  declared  that  the  Indians 

would  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  Governor  nnd  dii5|>cr?o;  but 
this  did  not  clieck  the  military  proceedings.  The  army  under  com- 
mand of  Harrison  moved  from  Vincennes  Sept.  26,  and  Oct.  3,  en- 
countering no  opposition  from  the  enemy,  encamped  at  the  place 
where  Fort  Harrison  was  afterward  built,  and  near  where  the  city 
of  Terro  Hante  now  stands.  On  the  ni^t  of  the  11th  a  few  hos- 
tile Indians  approadied  the  eneampment  and  wonnded  one  of  the 
aentinels,  which  cansed  considerable  excitement.  Tlie  army  was 
immediately  drawn  up  in  line  of  battlOi  and  small  detachments 
were  sent  in  all  directions;  but  the  enemy  could  not  be  found. 
Then  the  Governor  sent  a  message  to  Prophet's  Town,  requiring 
the  Shuwanees,  Winnebagoes,  Pottawatomies  and  Kicka}X)os  at 
that  place  to  return  to  their  respective  tribes;  ho  also  required  the 
Prophet  to  restore  all  the  stolon  horses  in  his  ])ossession,  or  to  give 
satis&etory  proof  that  sneh  persons  were  not  there,  nor  had  lately 
heen,  nnder  his  control.  To  this  message  the  Governor  received 
no  answer,  nnleas  that  answer  was  delivered  in  the  bittle  of  Tip- 
pecanoe. 

The  new  fort  on  the  Wabash  was  finished  Oct.  28,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  all  the  bul>ordinate  officers  it  was  called  "Fort  Harrison," 
near  what  is  now  Terre  Haute.  This  fort  was  garrisoned  with  a 
small  number  of  men  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller.  On  the 
29th  the  remainder  of  the  army,  consisting  of  910  men,  moved 
toward  the  P^hefs  town;  abont  270  of  the  ti^pe  were  mounted.  ' 
The  rsgnlar  troops,  S50  in  nnmber,  were  nnder  the  command  of 
Col.  Boyd.  With  tliis  armj  the  Governor  marched  to  within  a 
half  mile  of  the  Prophet's  town,  when  a  conference  was  opened 
'  with  a  distin^xnished  chief,  in  high  esteem  with  the  Prophet,  and 
he  informed  ll  'in  ison  tliut  the  Indians  were  much  surprised  at  the 
approach  of  the  army,  and  had  already  dispatx^hed  a  inc^sairc  to 
him  by  another  route.  Harrison  replied  that  he  would  not  attack 
them  nntil  he  had  satisfied  himself  tliat  they  would  not  comply 
with  his  demands;  that  he  wonld  continae  his  encampment  on  the 
Wabadi,and  on  the  followinjp  morning  wonld  have  an  interview 
with  the  prophet.  Harrison  then  resumed  his  march,  and,  after 
some  diffical^,  selected  a  place  to  encamp — a  spot  not  very  desir- 
able. It  was  a  piece  of  dry  oak  land  rising  about  ten  feet  above 
the  marshy  prairie  in  front  toward  the  Indian  town,  and  nearly 
twice  that  height  above  a  similar  prairie  in  the  rear,  through  which 
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and  near  this  bank  ran  a  small  Btream  clothed  with  willow  and 
brubh  wood.  Toward  the  left  flauk  this  highland  widened  consid- 
erably, bnt  beeame  gradaallj  narroww  in  the  opposite  direetion» 
and  at  the  distance  of  150  yards  termiaated  in  an  abrupt  point. 
The  two  colanms  of  infiuitry  ooenpied  the  front  and  rear  of  this 
ground,  about  150  yards  from  each  other  on  the  left,  and  a  little 
more  than  half  that  dietauoe  on  the  right,  flank.  One  flank  was 
filled  by  two  companies  of  mounted  riflemen,  120  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Major-General  "Wells,  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  arul  one 
by  Spencer's  company  of  mounted  ritleincn,  numberiii;^  80  men. 
The  front  line  was  composed  of  one  battalion  of  United  iStates  in^ 
fantry,  under  eommand  of  Major  Floyd,  flanked  on  the  right  by 
two  companies  of  militia,  and  on  the  left  by  one  company.  The 
rear  line  was  composed  of  a  battalion  of  United  States  troops, 
under  commandof  GapLBean,  acting  as  Major,  and  fouroompaniea 
of  militia  infantry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Decker.  The  regular 
troops  of  thi?  line  joined  the  mounted  ritiemen  under  Gen.  Wells, 
on  the  left  Hank,  and  Col.  Decker's  battalion  formed'an  angle  with 
Spencer's  company  on  the  left.  Two  troops  of  dragoons,  about  60 
men  in  all,  were  encamped  in  the  rear  of  the  left  flank,  and  Oapt 
Psrke^a  troop,  which  was  larger  tiian  the  other  two,  In  rear  of 
the  right  line.  For  a  night  attack  the  order  of  encampment  was 
the  order  of  battle,  and  each  man  slept  opposite  his  post  in  the 
line.  In  the  formation  of  the  troops  single  flle  was  adopted,  in 
order  to  get  as  great  an  extension  of  the  lines  as  possible^ 

BATTLB  OF  TIPPlOAnOS. 

No  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  until  about  4  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  Nov.  7,  just  after  the  Governor  had  arisen.  The 
attack  was  made  on  the  left  flank.  Only  a  single  gun  was  fired  by  the 
sentinels  or  by  the  guard  in  that  direction,  which  made  no  resist- 
anoe,  abandoning  thdr  poets  and  fleeing  into  camp;  and  the  first 
notice  which  the  troops  of  that  line  had  of  the  danger  was  the  yell 
of  the  savages  within  a  short  distance  of  them.  But  the 
were  courageous  and  preserved  good  discipline.  Such  of  them  as 
were  awake,  or  easily  awakened,  seized  arms  and  took  their  stations; 
others,  who  were  mure  tardy,  had  to  conteiul  with  the  enemy  in 
the  doors  of  their  tents.  Tlie  storm  first  fell  upon  dipt.  Barton's 
company  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Regiment,  and  Capt.  Geiger's 
company  of  mounted  riflemen,  which  formed  the  left  angle  of  the 
rear  line.  The  firo.firom  the  Indians  was  exceedingly  severe,  and 
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men  in  those  cotupaiiies  suffered  considerably  before  relief  could  be 
bfoo^t  to  them.  Some  few  Indians  passed  into  the  eneampment 
near  the  angle,  and  one  or  two  penetrated  to  wtoA  distance  befiyre 
they  were  killed.  All  the  companies  fi>nned  for  aotion  before  tbej 
were  fired  on.  The  mominf^  was  dark  and  eloudy,  and  the  fires  of 
the  Americans  afforded  only  a  partial  light,  which  gave  girsater 
advantage  to  the  enemy  than  to  the  troops^  and  they  were  there- 
fore extinguished. 

As  soon  as  the  Governor  conld  mount  his  horse  he  rode  to  the 
angle  which  was  attacked,  wherehe  found  that  Barton's  company  had 
suffered  severely,  and  the  left  of  Geiger's  entirely  broken.  lie 
immediately  ordered  Cook's  and  Wentworth's  companies  to  march 
up  to  tlio  center  of  the  rear  line,  where  were  stationed  a  small  com* 
pany  of  U.  S.  riflemen  and  iba  companies  of  Bean,  Sndling  and 
Prescott  As  the  General  rode  up  he  found  Maj.  Daviess  forming 
the  dragoons  in  the  rear  of  these  companies,  and  having  ascertained 
that  the  heaviest  fire  proceeded  ttom  some  trees  15  or  SO  paces  in 
front  of  these  companies,  he  directed  the  Major  to  dislodge  thera 
with  a  part  of  the  dragoons;  but  uufortanately  tlu  Major's  gal- 
lantry caused  him  to  undertake  the  execution  of  the  order  with  a 
smaller  force  than  was  required,  which  enabled  the  enemy  to  avoid 
him  in  front  and  attack  his  flanks,  lie  was  mortally  wounded  and 
his  men  driven  back.  Capt.  Suelling,  however,  witli  his  company 
immediately  dislodged  those  Indians.  Capt.  Spencer  and  his  1st 
and  2nd  Lieutenants  were  killed,  and  Capt  Warwick  mortally 
wonnded*  The  soldiery  remained  brave.  Spencer  had  too  mn^ 
gronnd  originally,  and  Harrison  re«enforced  him  with  a  company 
of  riflemen  which  had  been  driven  from  their  position  on  the  left 
fiank. 

Gen.  Harrison's  aim  was  to  ke^  the  lines  entire,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  breaking  into  the  camp  until  daylight,  which  would 
enable  him  to  make  a  ffeneral  and  eflfectual  charge.  With  this  view 
he  had  re-enforced  every  part  of  the  line  that  had  suffered  much, 
and  with  the  approach  of  morning  he  withdrew  several  companies 
from  the  front  and  rear  lines  and  re-enforced  the  right  and  left 
flanks,  foreseeing  that  at  these  points  the  enemy  would  make  their 
last  eflbrt.  Maj.  Wells,  who  had  commanded  the  left  flank,  charged 
npon  the  enemy  and  drove  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  into 
the  manh,  where  they  conld  not  be  followed.  Meanwhile  Oapt 
Cook  and  Lient  Larrabee  inarched  their  companies  to  the  right 
flank  and  formed  nnder  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  being  there  joined' 
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by  tlie  riflonien  of  that  flank,  charged  upon  the  enemy,  killin;;  a 
number  and  putting  the  reat  to  a  precipitate  flight. 

Thus  ended  the  fiunona  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  victoriously  to  the 
whites  and  honorably  to  Gen.  Harrison. 

In  this  ])attle  Mr.  Ilarrison  had  about  700  efficient  men,  wliile 
the  Indians  had  probably  more  tlian  that.  The  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
cana was  37  killed  and  25  mortally  wounded,  and  120  wounded;  the 
•  Indians  lost  ^9,  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  tlie  number  of  the 
"wounded  was  never  known.  Amon^  the  whites  killed  were  Daviess, 
Spencer,  Owen,  Warwick,  Randolph,  Bean  and  White.  Standing  on 
an  eminence  near  by,  the  Prophet  encoura^yed  his  warriors  to  battle 
by  singi  ug  a  &Torite  waring.  He  told  them  that  they  would  gain 
an  easy  victoiy,  and  that  the  ballets  of  their  enemies  would  be  made 
harmless  by  the  Great  Spirit  Being  Informed  dnringthe  engagement 
that  some  of  the  Indians  were  killed,  he  said  that  hia  warriors  mnat 
fight  on  and  they  would  soon  be  victorious.  Immediately  after 
their  defeat  tlie  surviving  Indians  lost  faith  in  their  great  (?)  Proph- 
et, returned  to  their  respective  tril)es,  and  thus  the  confederacv 
was  destroyed.  Tlie  Prophet,  with  a  very  few  followers,  then  took 
up  his  residence  among  a  small  band  of  Wyandots  encamped  on 
"Wild-Oat  creek.  His  fitmoos  town,  with  all  its  ponessions,  was 
destroyed  the  next  day,  Nov.  8. 

On  the  18th  the  American  army  returned  to  Yinoennes,  where 
most  of  the  troops  were  discharged.  The  Territorial  Legislature, 
Leinir  in  session,  adopted  resolutions  complimentary  to  Gov.  Harri- 
son and  the  officers  and  men  under  him,  and  made  preparations  for 
«  reception  and  celebration. 

Capt.  Logan,  the  eloquent  Shawanee  chief  who  assisted  onr 
forces  so  materially,  died  in  the  latter  part  of  November,  1812, 
from  the  effects  of  a  wound  reeeiTed  in  a  skirmish  with  a  reoon- 
noitMing  party  of  hostile  Indians  accompanied  by  a  white  man  in 
the  British  eenrice,  Nov.  S2.  In  that  skirmish  the  white  man  was 
killed,  and  Winamac,  a  Pottawatomie  chief  of  some  distinction, 
fell  by  tiie  rifle  ot  Logan.  The  latter  was  mortally  wounded,  when 
lie  retreated  with  two  warriors  of  his  tribe,  Capt.  -Tohnnv  and 
Bright-Horn,  to  the  camp  of  Gen.  Winchester,  where  he  soon  after* 
vrard  died.   He  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  war. 
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WAR  OF  1812  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  victory  recently  gained  by  the  Araericans  at  tlio  biittie  of 
Tippeoanoe  insurtxl  perfect  peace  for  a  time,  bat  only  a  sliort  time 

the  more  extensive  schemes  of  the  British  had  so  tar  ripened  as 
to  compel  the  United  States  a^in  to  declare  war  against  them. 
Tecumeeh  had  fled  to  Maiden,  Canada,  where,  ooanaeted  by  the 
English,  he  oontinaed  to  exdtQ  the  tribes  against  the  Americaiu. 
As  soon  as  this  war  with  Great  Britain  was  declared  (Jnoe  18, 
^6  Indians,  as  was  expected,  oommeneed  again  to  commit 
depredations.  During  the  summer  of  1812  several  points  along 
the  Lake  Region  succnmbcd  to  theBritish,  as  Detroit,  nnder  Gen. 
Hull.  Fort  Dearborn  (now  Ciiicago),  commanded  by  Capt  He&Id 
nnder  Gen.  Hull,  the  post  at  Mackinac,  etc. 

In  the  early  part  of  September,  1812,  parties  of  hostile  Indians 
began  to  assemble  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  vicinity  of  Forts 
Wayne  and  Harrison,  with  a  view  to  rednoing  thenu  Oapt  Rhea, 
at  this  time,  had  oommand  of  Fort  Wayne,  bnt  his  drinking  pro- 
pensities rather  dls^nalified  him  for  emergencies.  For  two  weeks 
the  fort  was  in  great  jeopardy.  An  ezprsss  had  been  sent  to  Gen. 
Harrison  for  reinforcetnents,  but  many  days  passed  without  any 
tidings  of  expected  assistance.  At  length,  one  day,  Maj.  Wm. 
Oliver  and  four  friendly  Indians  arrived  at  the  fort  on  horseback. 
One  of  the  Indians  was  the  celebrated  Logan.  They  had  come  in 
defiance  of 500  Indians,"  had  ''broken  their  ranks"  and  readied 
the  fort  in  safety.  Oliver  reported  that  Harrison  was  aware  of  the 
sitnation  and  was  raising  men  for  a  re^nforaement.  Ohio  was  also 
rsisingToinnteers;  SCO  were  then  ssaembled  at  8t  Mary's,  Ohio, 
60  miles  south  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  wonld  march  to  the  relief  of 
the  fort  in  three  or  four  diiys,  or  as  soon  as  they  wne  joined  by  re- 
enforcements  from  Ketitucky. 

Oliver  prepared  a  letter,  aiiuouncing  to  Gen.  Harrison  his  safe  ar- 
rival at  the  besieged  fort,  and  giving  an  account  of  its  beleaguered 
situation,  which  he  dispatched  by  his  friendly  Shawanees,  while  he 
oonelnded  to  take  his  chances  at  the  fort  Brave  Logan  and  his 
eompsnions  started  with  die  message^  hnt  had  scarcely  left  tlie  fort 
when  they  were  discovered  and  pnrsned  by  the  hostile  Indians,  yet 
passing  the  Indian  lines  in  safety,  they  were  soon  out  of  reach. 
The  Indians  now  began  a  furious  attack  upon  the  fort;  bat  the  little 
garrison,  with  Oliver  to  cheer  them  on,  bravely  met  the  assault,  re- 
pelling the  attack  day  after  day,  until  the  army  approached  to  tlieir 
relief.    During  this  siege  the  commanding  officer,  whose  habits  of 
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intemperance  rendpTcd  liim  unfit  for  tlie  command,  was  confined  in 
the  "  black  hole,'*  wliile  the  junior  officer  assumed  chartje.  Thia 
course  was  approved  by  the  General,  on  his  arrival,  but  Capt.  Rhea 
received  very  little  censure,  j)robablj  on  acoouat  of  his  valuable  ser- 
vices in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Sept.  6, 1S12,  Harriaoa  moved  forward  with  his  army  to  tbe  re* 
lief  of  Fort  Wayne;  the  next  daj  he  reaehed  a  point  within  three 
miles  of  St  Mary's  river;  the  next  day  he  reached  the  river  and 
was  joined  at  evening  by  900  monnted  volanteers,  under  Col.  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson;  the  next  day  at  **Shane*8  Crossing"  on  the  8t 
Mary's  they  were  joined  by  800  men  from  Ohio,  under  Cols.  Adams 
and  Ilawkins.  At  this  place  Cliief  Logan  and  four  other  Indians 
ofllered  their  Forvices  as  spies  to  Gen.  Ilnrriiion,  and  were  accepted. 
Logan  was  immediately  disf^uised  and  Bent  forwurd.  Passing 

through  the  lines  of  the  hostile  Indians,he  ascertained  their  number 
to  be  aboat  1,500,  and  entering  the  fort,  he  encouraged  the  solaiers 

to  hold  ont,  as  relief  was  at  liand.  Geo.  Harrison's  foroe  at  this 

time  was  about  3,500. 

After  an  early  breakfast  Friday  morning  they  were  nnder  march- 
Ing  orders;  it  had  rained  and  the  gnns  were  damp;  they  were  die* 
charged  and  reloaded;  bat  that  day  only  one  Indian  was  enoonnt. 
erefl ;  preparations  were  made  at  night  for  an  expected  attack  by 
the  Indians,  ])ut  no  attack  came;  the  next  day,  Sept.  10,  they  ex- 
pected to  fifjjht  their  way  to  Fort  Wayne,  but  in  that  they  were  hap- 
pily disappointed;  and  "At  tlie  iirst  t::rey  of  the  morning,"  as  Bryce 
eloquently  observes,  "the  distant  halloosof  the  disappointed  sav- 
ages revealed  to  the  anxious  inmates  uf  the  fort  the  glorious  news 
of  the  approadi  of  the  army.  Great  clonds  of  dust  could  be  seen 
fit>m  the  fort,  rolling  up  in  the  distance,  as  the  valiant  soldiery 
imder  Gfren.  Harrison  moved  forward  to  the  resene  of  the  garrison 
and  the  brave  boys  of  Eentncky  and  Ohio." 

This  siege  of  Fort  Wayne  of  coarse  occasioned  great  loss  to  the 
hm  settlers  who  had  gathered  around  the  fort.  At  the  time  of  its 
commencement  quite  a  little  village  had  clustered  around  the  mili- 
tary works,  but  during  the  siege  most  of  their  improvements  and 
crops  were  destroyed  by  the  savages.  Every  biiildin<;  ont  of  the  reach 
of  the  gnns  of  the  fort  was  leveled  to  the  ground,  and  thus  the  in- 
fant settlement  was  destroyed. 

During  this  siege  the  garrison  lost  but  luree  men,  wliile  the 
Indians  lost  35.  Gen.  Harrison  had  all  the  Indian  villages  for  25 
miles  aronnd  destroyed.  Fort  Wayne  was  nothing  but  a  military 
post  until  about  1819. 
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SimaltaneoQsly  with  the  attack  on  Fort  Wayne  the  Indians  also 
besieged  Fort  Harrison,  which  was  commanded  hy  Zacliary  Taylor. 
The  Indians  coihrnenced  firing  upon  tiie  fort  about  11  o'clock  one 
niorht,  when  the  ^rrison  was  in  a  ratlicr  poor  j>Iight  for  receiving 
them.  The  enemy  (succeeded  in  firing  one  of  the  block-houses, 
which  contained  whisky,  and  the  whites  had  great  difficnlty  in  pre- 
▼eotiog  the  burning  of  all  the  bemoks.  The  word  fire  "  seemed 
to  hare  thrown  all  the  men  into  oonfosion;  soldiers*  and  eitiaras' 
wives,  who  had  taken  shelter  within  the  fort,  were  erjing;  Indiana 
were  yelling;  many  of  the  garrison  were  sick  and  nnable  to  be  on 
duty;  the  men  despaired  and  gave  themselves  up  as  lost;  two  of 
the  strongestand  apparently  meet  reliable  men  jumped  the  pickets 
in  the  very  midst  of  the  emerf^ncy,  etc,  so  that  Capt.  Taylor  was 
at  his  wit's  end  what  to  do;  but  lie  ^avo  directions  as  to  the  many 
details,  rallied  the  men  by  a  now  scheme,  and  after  about  seven 
hours  succeeded  in  saving  themselves.  The  Indians  drove  up  the 
horses  belonging  to  the  citizens,  and  as  they  could  not  catcii  th-^m 
very  readily,  shot  the  whole  of  them  in  the  sight  of  their  owners, 
and  also  Idlled  a  number  of  the  hogs  belonging  to  the  whites. 
They  drove  off  all  of  the  cattle^  65  in  nnmber,i  aa  well  as  the  public 
oxen. 

Among  many  other  depredations  committed  by  the  savages  dar- 
ing this  period,  was  the  massacre  of  the  Pigeon  Roost  settlement, 
consisting  of  one  man,  five  women  and  16  children;  a  few  escaped. 
An  unsuccessful  effort  was  ma<le  to  capture  these  Indians,  but 
when  the  news  of  this  massacre  and  the  attack  on  Fort  Harrison 
•  reached  Vincennes,  about  1,200  men,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Wm.  Russell,  of  the  7th  U.  S.  Infantry,  marched  forth  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Ibrt  and  to  punish  the  Indians.  On  reaching  the  fort 
the  Indians  had  retired  from  the  vicinity;  bat  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember a  small  detachment  composed  of  11  men,  under  Lieut  Bieh- 
ardson,  and  acting  as  escort  of  provisions  sent  from  Yincennea  to 
Fort  Harrison,  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians  within  the  prea> 
ent  limits  of  Suit  i  van  county.  It  was  reported  that  seven  of  these 
men  were  killed  and  one  wonnded.  The  provisions  of  course  ftU 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 

BXPBPITIOWB  AOAmSr  THK  INDCAHS. 

By  the  middle  of  August,  through  the  disgraceful  surrender  of 
Gen.  Hull,  at  Detroit,  and  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Dearborn  and 
massacre  of  its  garrison,  the  British  and  Indians  were  in  possession 
of  the  whole  Northwest  The  savages,  emboldened  by  their  toe- 
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cesses,  penetrated  deeper  into  the  settlements,  committing  great 
depredations.  The  activity  and  success  of  the  euemj  aroused  the 
people  to  a  realization  of  the  great  danger  their  homes  and  families 
were  in.  Got.  Edwds  oolleoted  a  foroe  of  860  men  at  Camp 
BoBse]],  and  CSapt.  Bnuell  came  fiom  Yineennes  with  about  60  more. 
Being  offioeted  and  equipped,  thcty  proceeded  abont  the  middle  of 
October  on  horsebaok,  carrying  with  them  90  day's  rations,  to 
Peoria.  Capt.  Craig  was  sent  with  two  boats  ap  the  Illinois,  with 
provisions  and  tools  to  build  a  fort.  The  little  anny  prooeeded  to 
Peoria  Lake,  where  was  located  a  Pottawatomie  village.  They 
arrived  late  at  night,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  village,  without 
their  presence  being  known  to  the  Indians.  Four  men  were  f^ent 
out  that  night  to  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  village.  The  four 
brave  men  who  volunteered  for  this  perilous  service  were  Thoinaa 
Carlin  (afterward  Governor),  and  Kobert,  Stephen  and  Davis  White- 
iidA.  They  proceeded  to  the  Tillige,  ai»d  ezphMwd  it  and  the  ap- 
proaehes  to  it  thoroughly,  without  starting  an  Indian  or  provoking 
the  bark  of  a  dog.  The  low  lands  between  the  Indian  ▼illage  and 
the  troops  were  covered  with  a  rank  growth  of  tall  grass,  so  hig^ 
and  dense  as  to  readily  conceal  an  Indian  on  horsebaok,  until  within 
a  few  feet  of  him.  The  ground  had  become  still  more  yielding  by 
recent  rains,  rendering  it  almost  impassable  by  mounted  men.  To 
prevent  detection  the  soldiers  had  camped  w  ithout  lighting  the 
usual  camp-firee.  The  men  lay  down  in  their  cold  and  cheerless 
camp,  with  many  misgivings.  They  well  remembered  how  the 
skulking  savages  fell  upon  Harrison's  men  at  Tippecanoe  during 
the  night.  To  add  to  their  fears,  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  soldier  * 
was  cardessly  discharged,  raising  great  consternation  in  tiie  camp. 

Through  a  dense  fog  which  prevailed  the  following  morning,  the 
army  took  up  its  line  of  march  for  the  Indian  town,  Oapt.  Judy 
with  his  corps  of  spies  in  advance.  In  the  tall  grass  they  came  up 
with  an  Indian  and  his  squaw,  both  mounted.  The  Indian  wanted 
to  surrender,  but  Judy  observed  that  he  did  not  leave  home  to  take 
prisoners,*'  and  instantly  shot  one  of  them.  With  the  blood 
streaming  from  his  mouth  and  nose,  and  in  his  agony  "singing  the 
death  song,"  tlie  dying  Indian  raised  his  gun,  shot  and  mortally 
wounded  a  Mr.  Wright,  and  in  a  few  minutes  expired!  Many  guna 
were  immediately  discharged  at  the  other  Indian,  not  tiien  known 
to  be  a  squ&tv,  all  of  which  missed  her.  Badly  scared,  and  her  has- 
hind  killed  by  her  side^  the  agonising  wails  of  the  squaw  were 
heart-rending.  She  was  taken  prisoner,  and  afterward  restored 
to  her  nation. 
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On  Hearing  the  town  a  general  charge  was  made,  the  InJijins 
fleeing  to  the  interior  wilderness.  Some  of  their  warriors  made  a 
stand,  when  a  sharp  engagement  occurred,  but  the  Indians  nere 
routed.  In  their  flight  they  left  behind  all  their  winter's  store  of 
provisions,  which  wa8  taken,  and  their  town  burned.  Some  Indian 
children  were  fonnd  who  had  been  left  in  the  hurried  flight,  also 
some  disabled  adaltB,oneof  whom  wm  in  a  starving  condition,  and 
witli  a  ▼oiBciooB  appetite  partook  of  the  bread  giren  him.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  killed  bj  a  cowardly  trooper  strsggUng  behind, 
alter  the  main  army  had  resumed  its  retrograde  marah,  who  wanted 
to  be  able  to  boast  that  he  had  killed  an  Indian. 

September  19^  Gen.  Harrison  was  pnt  in  command  of  the 
Northwestern  army,  then  estimated  at  10,000  men,  with  these 
orders:  "Having  provided  for  the  protection  of  the  western  front- 
ier, you  will  retake  Detroit;  and,  with  a  view  to  the  conquest  of 
upper  Canada,  you  will  penetrate  that  country  as  far  as  the  force 
under  your  command  will  in  your  judgment  justify." 

Although  surrounded  by  many  diflJcultieSf  the  General  began 
immediately  to  ezeente  these  instmotions.  In  calling  for  TOlnn* 
teers  from  Kentucky,  however,  more  men  oifered  than  conld  bo 
TCoeived.  At  this  time  there  were  abont  2,000  mounted  volnnteers 
at  Vincennea.  under  the  o(Hnmand  of  Qen.  8amud  Hopkins,  of  the 
Bevolntiionary  war,  who  was  under  instructions  to  operate  against 
the  enemy  along  the  Wabash  and  Illinois  rivers.  Accordingly, 
early  in  October,  Gen.  Hopkins  moved  from  Vincennes  towards  the 
Kickapoo  villages  in  the  Illinois  territory,  with  a!)out  2,000  troops; 
but  after  four  or  five  days'  march  the  men  and  officers  raised  a 
mutiny  which  gradually  Bucceeded  in  carrying  all  back  to  Vin- 
cennes.   The  cause  of  their  discontent  is  not  apparent. 

About  the  same  time  Col.  Russell,  with  two  small  companies  of 
V.  B,  rangers,  commanded  by  Oapts.  Peny  and  Modrell,  marched 
from  the  nei|i^borhood  of  Vincennes  to  unite  with  a  small  force  of 
mounted  militia  under  the  command  of  Gov.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,' 
iod  afterward  to  march  with  the  united  troops  from  Cahokia 
toward  Lake  Peoria,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  Gen. 
Hopkins  against  the  Indian  towns  in  that  vicinity;  but  not  find* 
ing  the  latter  on  the  ground,  was  compelled  to  retire. 

Immediately  after  the  discharge  of  the  mutinous  volunteers, 
Gen.  Hopkins  began  to  organize  another  force,  mainly  of  infantry, 
to  reduce  the  Indians  up  the  Wabash  as  far  as  the  Prophet's  town. 
These  troops  consisted  of  three  regimeuts  of  Kentucky  militia. 
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commanded  by  Cols,  Barbour,  Miller  and  Wilcox;  a'small  company 
of  regulars  commanded  by  Capt.  Zachary  Taylor;  a  company  of 
rangers  commanded  by  Capt.  Bcckes;  and  a  company  of  scouts  or 
spies  under  tlie  command  of  Capt.  Washburn.  Thc'main  body  of 
this  array  arrived  at  Fort  Harrison  Nov.  5;  on  the  11th  it  pro- 
ceeded up  the  east  side  of  the  Wabash  into  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
country,  but  found  tlic  villages  generally  deserted.  Winter  set- 
ting in  severely,  and  the  troops  poorly  clad,  tliey  had  to  return  to 
Vincennes  as  rapidly  as  possible.  With  one  exception  the  men 
behaved  nobly,  and  did  much  damage  to  the  enemy.  That 
exception  was  the  ]irecipitate  chase  alter  an  Indian  by  a  detach- 
ment of  men  somewhat  in  liquor,  until  they  found  themselves  sur- 
rounded by  an  overwiielraing  force  of  the  enemy,  and  they  had  to 
retreat  in  disorder. 

At  the  dose  of  this  oampaign  Gen.  Hopkins  resigned  bis 
command. 

In  the  fall  of  1812  Qen.  Harrison  assigned  to  Dent  Ool.  John 
B.  OampbeU,  of  the  19th  U.  S.  Inf.^  the  dnty  of  destn^ng  the 
Miami  villages  on  the  Ifissisainewa  river,  with  a  detaehment  of 
about  600  men.  Nov.  95»  Llent  Col.  Campbell  marohed  from 

Franklinton,  according  to  orders,  toward  the  scene  of  action,  cau- 
tiously avoiding  falling  in  with  the  Delawares,  who  had  been  ordered 
by  Oen.  Harrison  to  retire  to  the  Shawanee  establishment  on  the 
Auglaize  river,  and  arriving  on  tlie  Miasissinewa  Dec.  17,  when 
they  •  discovered  an  Indian  town  inhabited  by  Delawares  and 
Miamis  This  and  three  other  villages  were  destroyed.  Soon 
after  this,  the  8up])He8  growitig  short  and  the  troops  in  a  suffering 
condition,  Campbell  began  to  consider  the  propriety  of  returning 
to  Ohio;  but  just  as  he  was  calling  together  his  officers  early  one 
morning  to  deliberate  ou  the  proposition,  an  army  of  Indians 
rushed  upon  them  with  fury.  The  engagement  lasted  an  hour, 
with  a  loss  of  eight  killed  and  4S  wonnded,  besides  about  160  horses 
'killed.  The  whites,  however,  sncoeeded  in  defending  themselves 
and  taking  a  namber  of  Indians  prisoners,  who  proved  to  be  Mnn* 
aies,  of  Silver  Heel's  band,  Campbell,  hearing  that  a  large  force 
cf  Indians  were  assembled  at  Mississinewa  village,  onder  Tecum- 
eeh,  determined  to  return  to  Greenville.  The  privations  of  his 
troops  and  the  severity  of  die  cold  compelled  him  to  send  to  that 
place  for  re-enforcements  and  supplies.  Seventeen  of  the  men  had 
to  be  carried  on  litters.  They  were  met  by  the  re-enforcement 
about  40  miles  trom  Greenville. 
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Lieut  Col.  Campbell  sent  two  messages  to  the  Delawares,  who 
lived  on  White  river  and  who  had  been  previously  directed  and 
requested  to  abandon  their  towns  on  that  river  and  remove  into 
Ohio.  In  these  messages  he  expressed  his  regret  at  unfortunately 
killing  some  of  thmr  men,  and  nidged  them  to  move  to  the  Shaw- 
anec  settlement  on  tlie  Auglaize  river.  H  c  assured  them  that  their 
people,  in  his  power,  would  l)e  compensatetl  by  the  Government 
for  their  losses,  if  not  found  to  be  hostile;  and  the  friends  of  those 
killed  satisfied  by  presents,  if  such  satisfaction  would  he  received. 
This  advice  was  heeded  by  the  iiiain  body  of  the  Delawares  and  >i 
few  Miamis.  Tlie  Sliawanee  Prophet,  and  some  of  the  principal 
chiefs  of  the  Miamis,  retired  from  the  country  of  the  Wabash,  and, 
with  their  destitute  and  suffering  bands,  moved  to  Detroit,  where 
they  were  received  as  die  friends  and  allies  of  Oreat  Britain. 

On  the  approach  of  Qen.  Harrison  with  his  army  in  September, 
1818,  the  British  evacuated  Detroit,  and  the  Ottawas,  Chippewas, 
Pottawatomies,  Miamis  and  Kickapoos  sued  fat  peace  with  the 
United  States,  which  was  granted  temporarily  by  Brig.  Gen.  Mo> 
Arthur,  on  condition  of  their  becoming  allies  of  the  United  States 
in  case  of  war. 

In  June,  1813,  an  expe<lition  composed  of  137  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joseph  Bartholomew,  moved  from  Valonia  toward 
the  Delaware  towns  on  the  west  fork  of  White  river,  to  surprise 
and  punish  some  hostile  Indians  who  were  supposed  to  be  lurking 
about  thobc  villages.  Most  of  these  placea  they  found  deserted; 
some  of  them  burnt.  They  had  been  but  temporarily  occupied  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  and  carrying  away  com.  Ool.  Bartholo- 
mew's  forces  succeeded  in  killing  one  or  two  Indians  and  destroy- 
ing considerable  com,  and  they  returned  to  Valonia  on  the  21st  of 
this  month. 

July  1,  1813,  Col.  William  Russell,  of  the  7th  U.  S.,  organized 
a  force  of  573  effective  men  at  Valonia  and  marched  to  the  Indian 
villages  about  tlie  intMitli  of  the  Mississinewa.  Ilis  experience  was 
much  like  that  of  Col.  Bartholomew,  who  had  just  preceded  him. 
He  had  rainy  weather,  suffered  many  losses,  found  the  villages  de- 
serted, destroycii  stores  of  com,  etc.  The  Colonel  reported  that  be 
went  to  every  place  where  ho  expected  to  tind  the  enemy,  but  they 
nesrly  always  seemed  to  have  fled  the  oountry.  The  march  from 
Valonia  to  the  month  of  the  Mississinewa  and  return  was  about 
S60  miles. 

Several  smaller  expeditions  helped  to  *'cheokra"  the  surrounding 
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oonntrj,  and  find  that  the  Indians  wera  very  earefol  to  keep  them- 
selves  out  of  sight,  and  thus  closed  this  series  of  catnpaigaSi 

GLOSB  OF  THB  WAX. 

The  war  with  England  closed  on  the  24th  of  December,  1814, 
when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent  The  9th  article  of 
the  treaty  required  the  United  States  to  put  an  end  to  hostilities 
with  all  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  the/  had  been  at 
war;  to  restore  to  sneh  tribes  or  nations  respeotivelj  all  the  rights 
and  possessions  to  which  they  were  entitled  in  1811,  before  the 
war,  on  condition  that  8uch  Indians  should  agree  to  desist  from  all 
hostilities  against  the  United  States.  Bat  in  February,  just  before 
the  treaty  was  sanctioned  by  our  Government,  there  were  signs  of 
Indians  accumulating  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a  cautionary 
order  was  therefore  issued  to  have  all  the  white  forces  in  readiness 
for  an  attack  by  the  Indians;  but  the  attack  was  not  made.  During- 
the  ensuing  summer  and  fall  the  United  States  Groverument  ac- 
quainted the  Indians  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  entered 
into  subordinate  treaties  of  peace  with  the  principal  tribes. 

Just  before  the  treaty  of  Spring  Wells  (near  Detroit)  was  sii^ned^ 
the  Shawanee  Prophet  retired  to  Canada,  but  declaring  his  resolu- 
tion to  abide  by  any  treaty  which  the  chiefs  might  sign.  Some 
time  afterward  he  returned  to  the  Shawanee  settlement  in  Ohio,  and 
lastly  to  the  west  of  the  Mississivpi,  where  he  died,  in  1834.  Th» 
BriUsh  Government  allowed  him  a  pension  from  1818  until  his 
death.  His  brother  Tecomseh  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  Oct  5, 1818,  by  a  Mr.  Wheatty,  as  we  are  positi?ely  in- 
formed by  Mr.  A.  J.  James,  now  a  resident  of  La  Harpe  township, 
Hancock  county,  IIU  whose  lisither-in-law,  John  Pigman,  of  Co- 
shocton  county,  Ohio,  was  an  eye  witness.  Gen.  Johnson  has  gener- 
ally had  the  credit  of  killing  Tecumseh. 


Digitized  by  Google 


T£CUM6EU. 


Google 


Uiyiiizca  by  GoOglc 


TECUMSEH. 

If  one  ahonld  inqnire  who  has  been  tbegreBtest  Indian,  the  uuwt 
noted,  the  ^'prineipel  lodiaa    in  North  America  si  nee  its  disoov- 

erj  by  Columbus,  we  would  be  obliged  to  answer,  Tecnmseli.  For 
all  tlio^e  qualities  which  elevatea  man  far  above  his  race;  for  talent, 
tact,  skill  and  bravery  as  a  warrior;  for  high-minded,  honorable  and 
chivalrous  bcariug  as  a  man;  in  a  word,  for  all  those  elements  of 
greatness  which  place  him  a  long  way  above  his  fellows  in  savage  y. 
life,  the  name  and  fame  of  Tecnmseli  will  go  down  to  posterity  in 
the  West  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  aborigines  of  this 
continent, — as  one  who  had  no  equal  among  the  tribes  that  dwelt 
in  the  eountiy  drained  by  the  Kississi ppi.  Bom  to  command  him- 
self, he  Qsed  all  the  appliances  that  would  stimulate  the  courage 
and  nerve  the  valor  of  his  followers.-  -  Always  in  the  fiont  rank  of 
battle,  his  followers  blindly  fqllowed  his  lead,  and  as  his  war-cry 
rang  dear  above  the  din  and  'noise  of  the  battle*field,  the  Shawnee 
warriors,  as  they  mshed^on  to  victory  or  the  grave,  rallied  around 
him,  foemen  worthy  of  the  steel  of  the  most  gallant  commander 
that  ever  entered  the  lists  in  defense  of  his  altar  or  his  home. 

Tlie  tribe  to  which  Tecumseh,  or  Tecumtha,  as  some  write  it,  be- 
longed, was  the  Shawnee,  or  Shawanee.  The  tradition  of  the  nation 
held  that  they  originally  came  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  that  they 
wended  their  way  up  the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  and  settled  at 
or  near  the  present  site  of  Shawneetown,  HI.,  whence  they  removed 
to  the  upper  Wabash.  In  the  ktter  places  at  any  rate,  they  were 
fonnd  lisrly  in  the  18th  century,  and  were  known  as  the  ''bravest, 
of  the  brave."  This  tribe  has  uniformly  been  the  bitter  enemy  of 
the  white  man,  and  in  every  contest  with  our  people  has  exhibited 
a  degr^  of  skill  and  strategy  that  should  charaoterize  the  most 
dangerons  foe.  _ 

Tecumseh's  notoriety  and  that  of  his  brother,  tlie  Propliet,  mutu- 
ally served  to  establish  and  strenLjthen  each  other.  While  the 
Prophet  had  unlimited  power,  Bpiritual  and  temporal,  he  distributed 
his  greatness  in  all  the  departments  of  Indian  life  with  a  kind  of 
ftnatidsm  that  magnetically  aroused  the  religions  and  superstitions 

passions,  not  only  of  his  own  followers,  but  also  of  all  the  tribes  in 
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thU  part  of  tiie  oonntr}';  but  Tccnmseh  concentrated  his  j^refttness 
upon  the  more  practical  and  business  affistirs  of  military  conquest. 
It  is  doubted  whether  he  was  really  a  sincere  believer  in  the  preten- 
sions of  his  fanatic  brother;  if  he  did  not  believe  in  the  pretentious 
feature  of  them  he  had  the  slirewdness  to  keep  his  unbelief  to  him- 
self, knowing  that  religions  fanaticism  was  one  of  the  strongest  im- 
pulses to  reckless  bravery. 

During  his  Bojourn  iu  the  Northwestern  Territory,  it  was  Tecum- 
Mh'a  oppermost  desire  of  to  eonfedento  all  the  Indian  tril>e8  of 
the  oonntry  together  a^nst  the  whites,  to  maintain  thdr  ehoice 
hunting-grounds.  All  his  public  policj  oonvei^ged  toward  this  sin- 
gle end.  In  his  vast  scheme  he  comprised  even  all  the  Indians  in 
the  Gulf  country, — all  in  America  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains. He  held,  as  a  subordinate  principle,  that  the  Great  Spirit 
had  given  the  Indian  race  all  these  hunting-grounds  to  keep  in 
common,  and  that  no  Indian  or  tribe  could  cede  any  portion  of  the 
land  to  the  whites  without  the  consent  of  all  the  tribes.  TTenee,  in  * 
all  his  councils  with  the  whites  he  ever  maintained  that  the.  treaties 
were  null  and  void. 

When  he  met  Harrison  at  Vincennes  in  council  the  last  time, 
and,  aa  he  was  invited  hj  that  General  to  take  a  seat  with  him  on 
the  platform,  he  hesitated;  Harrison  insisted,  saying  that  it  was  the 
**wishof  their  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  he  should  do  so."  The  chief  paused  a  moment,  raised  his  tall 
and  commanding  form  to  its  greatest  height,  surveyed  the  troops 
and  crowd  around  him,  tixed  his  keen  eyes  upon  Gk)v.  Harrison, 
and  then  turning  them  to  the  skv  above,  and  pointing  toward 
heaven  with  his  sinewy  arm  in  a  manner  inrlieative  of  supreme 
contempt  for  the  paternity  assiiriied  him,  said  in  clari<.>n  tones:  "  Aly 
fa^<her?  The  sun  is  my  father,  the  earth  is  my  mother,  and  on  her 
bosom  I  will  recline."  He  then  .strctchcl  liimself,  with  his  war- 
riors, on  the  green  sward.  Tlie  etfect  was  electrical,  and  for  some 
moments  there  was  perfect  silence. 

The  Governor,  then,  through  an  interpreter,  told  him  that  he  un- 
derstood he  had  some  complaints  to  make  and  redress  to  ask,  etc, 
and  that  he  wished  to  investigate  the  matter  and  make  restitution 
wherevor  it  might  be  decided  it  shonld  be  done.  As  soon  as  the 
Governor  was  through  with  this  introductory  speech,  the  stately 
warrior  arose,  tall,  athletic,  manly,  dignilied  and  graceful,  and  with 
a  voice  at  first  low,  but  distinct  and  musical,  commenced  a  reply. 
As  he  warmed  up  with  his  subject  his  clear  tones  might  be  heard. 
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18  if  **  trampet-toimfned,'*  to  the  atmost  limits  of  the  easembij. 
The  meet  perfect  tOenoe  proTuled,  except  when  his  warrion  gave 
their  gattnral  ttsent  to  some  eloquent  recital  of  the  red  man*s 

wrong  and  the  white  man's  injustice.  Tecumseh  recited  the  wrongs 
which  his  race  bad  suffered  fiom  the  ti  ne  of  the  massacre  of  the 
Moraviaa  Indians  to  the  present;  said  he  did  not  know  how  he 
could  ever  again  be  the  friend  of  the  white  man;  that  the  Great 
Spirit  had  given  to  the  Indian  a]]  the  land  from  the  Miami  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  from  the  kkes  to  tlie  Ohio,  as  a  common  property 
to  all  the  tribos  in  these  bordem,  and  that  the  land  could  not  and 
should  not  be  sold  without  the  consent  of  all;  that  all  the  tribes  on 
the  continent  formed  but  one  nation;  that  if  the  United  States 
would  not  give  up  the  iands  they  had  bought  of  the  Miamis  and 
the  other  tribes,  those  united  with  him  were  determined  to  annihi- 
late those  tribes;  that  they  were  determined  to  have  no  more  chiefs, 
bati&fbtare  to  be  goTemed  by  fheir  mnrion;  theft  onlenthe 
whites  ceased  their  encroachments  upon  Indian  lands,  the  &te  of 
the  Indians  was  sealed;  they  had  been  driven  from  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware  across  the  Alleghanies,  and  their  possessions  on  the 
Wabash  and  the  Illinois  were  now  to  be  taken  from  them;  that  in 
m  few  years  they  would  not  have  ground  enough  to  bury  their  war- 
riors on  this  side  of  the  **Father  of  Waters that  all  would  perish, 
all  their  possessions  taken  from  them  by  .fraud  or  force,  unless  they 
etopped  the  progress  of  the  white  man  westward;  that  it  must  be 
a  war  of  races  in  which  one  or  the  other  must  perish;  that  their 
tribes  iiad  been  driven  toward  the  setting  sun  like  a  galloping 
horse  (iie  kat  a-kush-e  ka  top-o-lin-to). 

The  Shawiiec  language,  in  which  this  most  eminent  Indian  states- 
man S])(ike,  excelled  all  other  aboriginal  tongues  in  its  musical  ar- 
tioulation;  and  the  eftect  of  Tecumseh's  oratory  on  this  oc-"a8ion 
can  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described.  Gov.  H;in  :.-on, 
although  as  brave  a  soldier  and  General  as  any  American,  was  over- 
come by  this  speech.  He  well  knew  Tecumseh's  power  and  influ- 
ence among  all  the  tribes^  knew  his  bravery,  courage  and  determi- 
nation, and  knew  that  he  meant  what  he  said.  When  Tecumseh 
was  done  spealdng  there  was  a  stillness  throughout  the  assembly 
which  was  really  painful;  not  a  whisper  was  heard,  and  all  eyes  were 
turned  from  the  speaker  toward  Gk>T.  Harrison^  who  after  a  few 
moments  came  to  himself  and  recollecting  many  of  the  absurd 
statements  of  the  great  Indian  orator,  began  a  reply  which  was 
more  logical,  if  not  so  eloquent  The  Sbawnees  were  attentive  un- 
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til  HarriBon*!  interprefeer  began  to  translate  liis  speech  to  the  Mia- 
mis  and  PottawmtomieSy  wheii  Tecnmaeh  and  his  warriore  sprang 
to  their  feet,  brandiflhing  their  war-dnbe  and  tomahawks.  <<Tell 
him,'*  &aid  Tecnnueh,  addressiog  the  interpreter  in  Shawnee,  he 
lies."  The  interpreter  undertook  to  convey  this  mc8sa*?e  to  the 
QoTemor  in  smoother  languaj^e,  but  Tecuniseh  noticed  the  effort 
and  remonstrated,  "  No,  no;  tell  him  belies."  The  warriors  began 
to  grow  more  excited,  when  Secretary  Gibson  ordered  the  Ameri- 
can troops  in  arras  to  advance.  This  allayed  the  rising  storm,  and 
as  soon  as  Tecumseh's  "  He  lie^"  was  literally  interpreted  to  the 
Governor,  the  latter  told  Tecamseh  through  the  interpreter  to  toil 
Tecnmaeh  he  would  hold  no  further  oonncQ  with  him. 

Thns  the  assemUy  waa  broken  up,  and  one  can  hardly  imagine  a 
more  exciting  scene.  It  would  oonstitnte  the  finest  subject  for  a 
historical  painting  to  adorn  the  rotunda  of  the  oapitoL  The  next 
day  Tecumseh  requested  another  interview  with  the  Governor^ 
which  was  granted  on  condition  that  he  should  make  an  apology  to 
the  Governor  for  his  language  the  day  before.  This  he  made 
through  the  interpreter.  Measures  for  defense  and  protection  were 
taken,  however,  lest  tliere  should  be  another  outbreak.  Two  com- 
panies of  militia  were  ordered  from  the  country,  and  the  one  in 
town  added  to  them,  while  the  Governor  and  his  friends  went  iiita 
coancil  fully  armed  and  prepared  for  any  contingency.  On  this  oc- 
casion the  condnct  of  Tecumseh  was  entirely  different  from  tfiat  of 
the  day  before.  Firm  and  intrepid,  showing  not  the  slightest  fear 
or  alarm,  surrounded  with  a  military  force  four  times  his  own,  he 
presenred  the  utmost  composure  and  eqaanimity.  No  one  would 
have  supposed  that  he  could  have  been  the  principal  actor  in  the 
thrilling  scene  of  the  previous  day.  He  claimed  that  half  the 
Americans  were  in  sympathy  with  him.  He  also  said  that  whitea 
had  informed  him  tluit  Gov.  Harrison  had  purchased  land  from  the 
Indians  without  any  authority  from  the  Government;  that  he, 
Harrison,  had  but  two  yours  more  to  remain  in  ofhce,  and  that  if 
he,  Tecumseh,  could  prevail  upon  the  Indians  who  sold  the  lands 
not  to  receive  their  annuities  for  that  time,  and  the  present  Gover- 
nor displaced  by  a  good  man  as  his  successor,  the  latter  would  re- 
store to  the  Indians  all  the  lands  purchased  from  them. 

The  Wyaodots,  Kickapoos,  Pottawatomies,  Ottawas  and  the  Win- 
nebagoes,  through  their  respective  spokesmen,  ^todared  their 
adherence  to  the  great  Shawnee  warrior  and  statesman.  Gov.  Harri- 
son then  told  them  that  he  would  send  Tecumseh's  speech  to  thePresi* 
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dent  of  the  United  States  and  return  the  answer  to  the  Indians  aaaooa 
as  it  was  received.  Tccnmseh  then  declared  that  he  and  his  allies  were 

determined  that  the  old  boundary  line  should  continue;  and  that 
if  the  whites  crossed  it,  it  would  be  at  their  peril .  Gov.  TTarrisonote- 
plied  that  he  would  be  equally  plain  with  him  and  state  that  the 
President  would  never  allow  that  the  lands  on  the  Wabash  were  the 
property  of  any  other  tribes  than  those  who  had  occupied  them 
since  the  white  people  first  cauie  to  America;  and  a3  the  title  to 
the  lands  lately  purchased  was  derived  from  those  tribes  by  a  fair 
purchase,  he  might  rest  assured  that  the  right  of  the  United  States 
woald  be  supported  by  the  awoid.  **8o  be  it»"  was  the  stera  and 
haughty  reply  of  the  Shawnee  ehieftan,  as  he  and  his  hmrm  toofc 
leaTe  of  the  Governor  and  wended  their  way  in  Indian  tie  4o4tfaelr 
eamping  ground. 

Thus  ended  the  last  oonferenoe  on  earth  between  the  MvtAnm 
Tecamseh  and  the  hero  of  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  The  bonea  df 
the  first  lie  bleaching  on  .the  battle-field  of  the  Thames,  and  Choae 
of  the  last  in  a  mausoleum  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio;  eadi  stmgi- 
f(ledforthe  mastery  of  hisraee^  apd  each  no  doubt  was  equally 
honest  and  patriotic  in  his  purposes.  The  weak  yielded  to  th« 
etroTin:,  the  defenseless  to  the  powerful,  and  the  huuting-gronnd  <Jf 
the  Shawnee  is  all  occupied  by  his  enemy. 

Tecumseh,  with  four  of  his  braves,  immediately  emlmrked  in  a 
birch  canoe,  descended  the  Wabash,  and  went  on  to  the  Soatli  to 
unite  the  tribes  of  that  country  in  a  sreneral  system  of  self-defense 
against  the  encroachment  of  the  whites.  His  emblem  wa*  a  dis- 
jointed snake,  with  the  motto,  "Join  or  die!''  In  union  alone  was 
strength. 

Before  Teenmaeh  left  the  Prophet's  town  at  the  month  of  tlw 
Tippecanoe  river,  on  his  excursion  to  the  Sonth,  he  had  a  deilnfte 
nnderatanding  with  his  brother  and  the  chieftains  of  the  other  tribes 
in  the  Wabash  oonntry,  that  they  should  preserve  perfeet  yeaee 
with  the  whites  until  his  arrangements  were  completed  for -a  ^on- 
ibderacy  of  the  tribes  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio  and  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  but  it  seems  that  while  he  was  in  the  South  engaged 
in  his  work  of  uniting  the  tribes  of  that  country  j^ome  of  the  North- 
em  tribes  showed  signs  of  fight  and  precipitated  Harrison  into  that 
campaiurn  which  ended  in  the  battle  (»f  Tippecanoe  and  the  total 
route  of  the  Indians.  Tecumseh,  on  his  return  from  the  South, 
learnin<^  what  liad  happened,  was  overcotTie  with  cha^in,  disappoint, 
ment  and  auger,  and  accused  his  brother  of  duplicity  aud  coward- 
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ice;  indeed,  it  is  said  tliat  he  never  forgave  him  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  A  short  time  afterward,  on  the  l>reakin^  out  of  the  war  of 
Great  Britain,  he  joined  Proctor,  at  Maiden,  with  a  party  of  hU 
warriorsi  and  finally  Buffered  the  fate  mentioned  on  page  108. 

CIVIL  MATTERS  lJ>12-'6. 

OwiDg  to  the  abflenee  of  Got.  Harriion  on  militaiy  dntj,  John 

Gibson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  acted  in  the  administration 
of  civil  affairs.  In  his  message  to  the  Legislatnie  eonveoing  on  the 
Ist  of  February,  1813,  he  said,  substantially: 

"Did  I  possess  the  abilities  of  Cicero  or  Demosthenes,  I  conld 
not  portray  in  more  <rlo\vinfT  colors  our  foreign  and  domestic  politi- 
cal situation  than  it  is  already  experienced  within  our  own  breasts. 
Tlio  United  States  have  been  compelled,  by  frequent  acts  of  injus- 
tice, to  declare  war  against  England.  For  a  dctiiii  of  the  causes  of 
(his  iMur  I  would  refor  to  the  message  of  President  HsdUon ;  it 
does  honor  to  his  hesd  and  heert  Although  not  an  admirer  of 
war,  I  am  glad  to  see  oar  little  bnt  inimitable  navy  riding  triumph- 
ant on  the  seas,  but  chagrined  to  find  that  onr  armies  hj  land  are 
so  little  snooessfuL  The  spirit  of  '76  appears  to  hare  fied  from  our 
4Sontinent,  or,  if  not  fied,  is  at  least  asleep,  for  it  appears  not  to 
pervade  our  armies  generally.  At  your  last  assemblage  onrpoliti- 
caliiorizoii  seetncd  clear,  and  onr  infant  Territory  bid  fair  for  rapid 
and  rising  grandeur;  but,  alas,  the  scene  lias  ciianged;  and  whether 
this  change,  as  respects  onr  Territory,  lias  been  owing  to  an  over 
anxiety  in  us  to  extend  our  dominions,  or  to  a  wish  for  retaliation 
by  our  foes,  or  to  a  foreign  influence,  I  shall  not  say.  The  Indians^ 
onr  former  neighbors  and  firiends,  have  become  our  most  inveterate 
fi)es.  Onr  former  ftontiers  are  now  our  wilds,  and  our  inner  settle- 
ments have  become  frontiers.  Some  of  onr  best  eitisens,  and  old 
men  worn  down  with  age,  and  helpless  women  and  innocent 
babes,  have  fsllen  victims  to  savage  crnel^*  I  have  done  my  duty 
as  well  as  I  can,  and  hope  that  the  interposition  of  Providence  will 
protect  us.** 

The  many  complaints  made  about  the  Te  rritorial  Grovernment 
Mr.  Gibson  said,  were  caused  more  bv  default  of  otticers  than  of  the 
law.  Said  he:  "It  is  an  old  and,  I  believe,  correct  adage,  that 
*  good  officers  make  good  soldiers.'  This  evil  havitiij  taken  root,  I  do 
not  know  how  it  can  be  eradicated;  but  it  may  be  remedied.  In 
place  of  men  searching  after  and  accepting  commissions  before  they 
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are  even  tolerably  qualiticd,  thereby  subjecting  themselves  to  ridi- 
cule and  their  country  to  ruin,  barely  tor  the  name  of  the  thinji^  I 
think  may  be  remedied  by  a  pn  vious  examination." 

During  this  session  of  tlie  Legislature  the  seat  of  the  Territorial 
Government  was  declared  to  be  atCorydon,  and  iininediately  acting 
Governor  Gibson  prorogued  tlie  Legislature  to  meet  at  that  place, 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  1813.  During  this  year  the  Terri- 
tory was  almost  ddbnseless;  Indian  ontnges  were  of  common 
oocnrrenoe,  but  no  general  outbreak  was  made.  The  militia-men 
were  armed  with  riflee  and  long  knives,  and  many  of  the  rangers 
earried  tomahawks. 

In  181S  Thomas  Posey,  who  was  at  that  time  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress from  Tennessee,  and  who  had  been  offioer  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,  was  appointed  Governor  of  Indiana  Territory,  to  sue- 
ceed  Gen.  Harrison.  He  arrivtMl  in  Yincennes  and  entered  upon 
the  dischargeof  his  duties  May  25, 1S13.  During  this  year  several 
expeditions  against  the  Indian  settlements  were  set  on  foot. 

In  his  first  message  to  the  Legislature  the  following  Dcpembcr, 
at  Cory  don,  Gov.  Posey  said:  "  The  present  crisis  is  awful,  and  big 
with  great  events.  Our  land  and  nation  is  involved  in  the  common 
calamity  of  war;  but  we  are  under  the  protecting  care  of  the  benefi- 
cent BeingjWho  has  on  a  former  occasion  l>rought  us  saftly  through 
an  arduous  struggle  and  placed  us  on  a  foundation  of  independence, 
freedom  and  happiness.  He  will  not  suffer  to  be  taken  from  us 
what  He,  in  His  great  wisdom  has  thought  proper  to  confer  and 
bless  ns  with,  if  we  make  a  wise  and  vtrtnons  use  of  His  good 
gifts.  «  •  •  Althongh  onr  affiurs,  at  the  oommeneement  of 
the  war,  wore  a  gloomy  aspeet^  they  have  brightened,  and  promise 
a  certainty  of  sneoess,  if  properly  directed  and  oondncted,  of  which 
I  have  no  donbt,  as  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  of  the 
general  €k>vernment  are  men  of  undoubted  patriotism,  talents  and 
experience,  and  who  have  grown  old  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
*  *  *  It  mnst  be  obvious  to  every  thinking  man  that  we  were 
forced  into  the  war.  Every  measure  consistent  with  honor,  both 
before  and  since  the  declaration  of  war,  has  tried  to  be  on  atnicable 
terms  with  our  enemy,  *  *  *  You  wlio  reside  in  various  parts 
of  the  Territory  have  it  in  your  power  to  understand  what  will  tend 
to  its  local  and  general  advantage.  The  judiciary  system  would 
require  a  revisal  and  amendment.  The  militia  law  is  very  defective 
and  requires  your  im mediate  attention.    It  is  necessary  to  have 
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gr>r>d  roads  and  highways  in  as  many  directions  tlironijh  the  Terri- 
N»ry  as  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  the  iahabitunts  will 
atlmit;  it  would  contribute  very  much  to  promote  the  Bettlement 
and  injprovemcnt  of  the  Territory.  Attention  to  education  is  hii^hly 
necesiiary.  There  is  an  appropriation  made  by  Cont^ress,  in  lands, 
ibr  tlie  purpose  of  establishing  public  schools.  It  comes  now  with- 
in  jour  province  to  carry  into  operation  the  design  of  the  appro- 
prietion.'' 

ThtB  L^giaUture  passed  several  very  neoesaaiy  laws  for  the  wel- 
fiuvof  the  settlements,  and  the  following  year,  as  Gen.  Harrison 
WW  generally  saceessfnl  in  his  military  campaigns  in  the  North* 

we^t^  the  settlements  in  Indiana  began  to  increase  and  improve. 
The  fear  of  danger  from  Indians  had  in  a  great  measure  subsided, 
and  the  tide  of  immigration  began  again  to  How.  In  January, 
1814,  about  a  thousand  Miamis  assembled  at  Fort  Wa\ no  for  the 
pnrjwse  of  ol)t^\ining  food  to  prevent  starvation.  They  met  with 
ample  hospitality,  and  their  example  was  speedily  followed  by 
ethers.  These,  with  other  acts  of  kindness,  won  the  lasting  friend- 
•fafp  of  the  Indians,  many  of  whom  had  fought  in  the  interests  of 
Oreat  Britain.  General  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Kortb western  tribes  weift  subsequently  oonclnded,  and  the  way 
was  fnlly  opened  for  the  improvement  and  settlement  of  the  lands. 

POPULATION  IN  1815. 

Tlie  population  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  as  given  in  the 
efficial  returns  to  the  Legislature  of  1815,  was  as  follows,  by 

wunties: 

COI  NTIES.  WMle  males  of    and  over.  TOTAL. 

WaviR   1,225   6,407 

Fraiiklia  1,4W  *   ....  7,370 

0caTJ»or». . . .-.   908   4,484 

Swilw  rUma   377   I,m2 

Jt  irenjou.    •    874   4,270 

Cl.irk  1.387  7,150 

Waahiogton   1,420  7,317 

Hanisoo   1,056  0,915 

Knox   i:.m  8,0<» 

Uib.son   1.1  (10   5,8.10 

Posty   320   1,619 

Warrick   280  «   l,41d 

  890   1,780 


Grand  Tototo  18,118  ^   63,897 

OKMERAL  VIEW. 

Tlie  well-known  ordinance  of  1787  conferred  many  "  rights  and 
privileges  '*  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and 
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consequently  upon  tlie  people  of  Indiana  Territory,  but  after  all  it 
came  far  short  of  conferring  as  many  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  at 
the  present  day  by  our  Territories.  Thoy  did  not  have  a  full  form 
of  Republican  government.  A  freehold  estate  in  500  acres  of  land 
was  cue  of  the  necessary  qaallfieationB  of  each  member  of  the  legis- 
lative  eonneil  of  theTerritor  j ;  ewjr  member  of  the  Tonritoria)  House 
of  ^preaentatives  was  reqaiied  to  bold,  in  hia  own  right,  900  aona 
of  land;  and  the  privilege  of  voting  for  members  of  the  Honae 
of  RepreaentatiTes  was  reatrioted  to  those  inbabitanta  who,  in  addi- 
tioa  to  other  qualifications,  owned  severally  at  least  50  acres  of 
land.  The  Qovemor  of  the  the  Territory  was  inve^^tc  l  with  the 
power  of  appointini;  officers  of  the  Territorial  militia,  Judges  of  the 
inferior  C>  >nrts,  Clerks  of  the  Courts,  J  ustices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs, 
Coroners,  County  Treasurers  and  County  Surveyors.  He  was  also 
autliorized  to  divide  the  Territory  into  districts;  to  apportion 
among  the  several  counties  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  Territorial  law;  and  to  con- 
vene and  dissolve  theOenetal  Assembly  whenever  he  thought  best 
None  of  the  Governors,  however,  ever  exercised  these  extraordinary 
powers  arbitrarily.  Nevertiieless,  the  people  were  constantly  agi- 
tating the  qneation  of  extending  the  right  of  snffirage.  Five  yeais 
4fter  the  orgiinization  of  the  Twritory,  the  Legislative Oonnc^l,  in 
reply  to  the  Governor's  Message,  ^aid:  "  Althoagh  we  are  not  as 
completely  independent  in  onr  U -^islative  capacity  as  we  woi|ld 
wish  to  he,  yet  we  are  scti.^iblc  ttiat  we  must  wait  with  patience  for 
that  period  of  time  when  onr  population  will  burst  the  trammels 
of  a  Territorial  government,  and  we  shall  assume  the  character  more 
consonant  to  Republicanism.  *  ♦  ♦  The  confidence  which  our 
fellow  citizens  have  uniformly  had  in  your  administratiou  has  been 
such  that  they  have  hitherto  had  no  reason  to  be  jealons  of  the  nn- 
limited  power  which  you  possess  over  onr  legislative  proceedings. 
We,  however,  cannot  help  regretting  that  «nch  powers  have 
been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  any  one^.  especially  when  it  ia  rec(d* 
lected  to  what  dangerona  lengtiis  the  exercise  of  those  powers  may 
be  extended.'* 

After  repeated  petitions  the  people  of  Indiana  were  empowered 

by  Congress  to  elect  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  by  popu- 
lar vote.  This  act  was  passed  in  1809,  and  defined  what  was  known 
as  the  property  qualification  of  voters.  These  qualifications  were 
abolished  by  Congress  in  1811,  which  extended  the  right  of  voting 
for  members  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  aud  fur  a  Territorial  delegate 
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to  Oonn^resB  to  eveiy  free  white  male  person  who  had  atteined  the 
ai^e  of  tweatj^oneyean,  and  wbo»  haviag  paid  a  conntj  or  Terri. 
toiial  tax,  was  a  resident  of  the  Territory  and  had  reeided  in  it  for 
a  year.    In  ISl^  the  voting  qualification  in  Indiana  was  defined  hy 

Congress,  "  to  every  free  wliite  male  person  having  a  freehold  in 
tlie  Territory,  and  being  a  resident  of  the  same."  The  Honse  of 
Representatives  was  authorized  by  Congress  to  lay  ofi"  the  Territory 
into  five  districts,  in  each  of  which  the  qualified  voters  were  em- 
powered to  elect  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council.  The  division 
waa  made,  one  to  two  connties  in  each  district. 

At  the  Mssion  in  August,  1814,  the  Territory  was  also  divided 
into  three  jndielaleireaits,  and  proyisions  were  made  for  holdin^^ 
eonrts  in  the  seme.  The  Gbvemor  was  empowered  to  appoint  a 
presiding  Jnclise  in  each  eironit,  and  two  Assoeiate  Judges  of  the 
circuit  court  in  eaeh  oonnty.  Their  oompensation  was  fixed  at 
$700  per  annum. 

The  same  year  the  General  Assembly  granted  charters  to  two 
banking  institutions,  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Madi- 
son and  the  Bank  of  Vincennes.  The  first  was  authorized  to  raise 
a  capital  of  |;750,000,  and  the  other  $500,000.  On  the  organization 
of  the  State  these  banks  were  merged  into  the  St^te  Bank  and  ita 
branehes. 

Here  we  dose  the  history  of  the  Territory  of  Indisne. 
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OBG ANIZATION  OF  THE  STATE. 

The  last  regular  aessioa  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  held  at 

Corydon,  convenirif^  in  Decomber.  Iftl5.  The  message  of  Governor 
Poef»y  eonirratulated  the  people  of  tlie  Territory  upon  the  p^cneral 
successor  the  settlements  and  the  great  increase  of  immigration, 
recomraended  light  taxes  and  a  carefnl  attention  to  the  promotion 
of  cdncation  and  the  improvement  of  the  State  roads  and  highways. 
He  also  recommended  a  revision  of  the  territorial  laws  and  an 
amendment  of  the  militia  system.  Several  laws  were  passed  pre> 
paratory  to «  State  QoTernment«  and  December  14,  1815,  a  me- 
morial to  Congraaa  was  adopted  praying  for  the  authority  to  adopt 
aoonatitntiou  and  State  Government  Hr.  Jennings,the  Territorial 
delegate,  laid  this  memorial  before  Oongress  on  the  28th,  and  April 
19, 1816,  the  President  approved  the  bill  creating  the  State  of  In- 
diana. Accordingly,  May  80 following,  a  general  election  was  held 
for  a  constitutional  convention,  which  met  at  Corydon  June  10  to 
29,  Johathan  Jennings  presiding  and  Wm.  Hendricks  acting  aa 
Secretary. 

"The  convention  that  formed  the  first  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Indiana  was  composed  mainly  of  clear-minded,  unpretending 
men  of  common  sense,  whose  patriotism  was  unquestionable  and 
whose  morals  wete  lUr.  Their  floniliarity  with  the  theories  of  the 
Dedaimtion  of  Americaa  IndqMndeDoe,  their  Territorial  experience 
under  the  pfovJsiona  of  the  ordinance  of  ITST^and  their  knowledge  of 
the  prindplea  of  the  constitution  of  the  CTnited  States  were  sufficient^ 
when  oomhined,  to  lighten  materially  their  labors  in  the  great  work 
of  forming  a  constitution  for  a  new  State.  With  sue  !i  landmarka 
in  view,  the  labors  of  similar  conventions  in  other  States  and  Ter- 
ritories have  been  rendered  comparatively  light.  In  the  clearness 
and  conciseness  of  its  style,  in  the  comprehensive  and  just  pro- 
visions which  it  made  for  the  maintainance  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  in  its  mandates,  which  were  designed  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  ])eople  collectively  and  individually,  and  to  provide  lor  the 
public  wel&re,  the  constitution  that  was  formed  for  Indiana  in  181d 
WIS  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  State  constitutions  which  were  in  ex- 
istence at  that  time." — DiUon^tt  Bisiory  of  Indiana, 
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The  first  State  election  took  place  on  the  first  Monday  of  Aufi^nst, 
1816,  and  Jonathan  Jennings  waa  elected  Governor,  and  (Jhnsto- 
pher  IlarriBOD,  Lieut.  Governor.  Win..  Hendricks  was  elected  to 
represent  tlie  new  Siftta  in  the  House  of  Beprosentativee  of  the 
United  Sttktes. 

The  first  General  Assembly  elected  under  the  new  eonstitntion 
began  its  session  at  Goiydon,  Not.  4, 1816.  John  Panl  was  called 
to  the  chair  of  the  Senate  protein.,  and  Isaac  Blackford  was  eleeted 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Among  other  things  in  the  new  Governor's  message  were  the 
following  remarks:  "The  result  of  yonr  deliberation  will  be  con- 
sidered as  indiciitive  of  its  future  character  as  well  as  of  the  future 
happiness  and  ])ros{ierity  of  its  citizens.  In  the  comniencement 
of  thf  State  i^overnnient  the  shackles  of  the  colonial  should  be  for- 
gotten  in  our  exertions  to  prove,  by  happy  experience,  that  a  uni- 
form adherence  to  the  first  prindples  of  onr  Gk>vemment  and  a 
virtnons  exercise  of  its  powers  will  best  eecnre  efficienejr  to  its 
raeasnrea  and  stability  to  its  character.  Without  a  frequent  recar> 
rence  to  those  principles^  the  administration  of  the  Government 
will  imperceptibly  become  more  and  more  ardncns,  until  the  sim- 
plicity of  oar  Republican  institutions  may  eventually  be  lost  in 
clangerous  expedients  and  political  design.  Under  every  free  gov- 
ernment the  happiness  of  the  citizens  must  be  identified  with  their 
morals;  and  while  a  constitutional  exercise  of  their  rights  shall 
continue  to  have  its  due  weight  in  discharge  of  the  duties  required 
of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State,  too  much  attention  can- 
not be  bestowed  to  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of  every 
moral  virtue,  and  to  the  enactment  of  laws  calculated  to  restrain 
the  vicious,  and  prescribe  punishment  for  every  crime  eommensn- 
rate  with  its  enormity.  In  measuring,  however,  to  each  crime  its 
adequate  pnnishment»  it  will  be  well  to  recollect  that  the  certainty 
of  punishment  has  generally,  the  surest  effect  to  prevent  crime; 
while  punishments  unnecessarily  severe  too  often  produce  the  a^ 
qnittai  of  the  guilty  and  disappoint  one  of  the  «j;rcate8t  objects  of 
legislation  and  good  government  *  *  *  The  dissemination  of 
useful  knowledge  will  be  indispensably  necessary  as  a  support  to 
morals  and  as  a  restraint  to  vice;  and  on  this  subject  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  direct  y*'ur  attention  to  the  plau  of  educatiun  as 
prescribed  by  the  constitution.  ♦  •  *  1  recommend  to  your 
consideration  the  propriety  of  providing  by  law,  to  prevent  more 
effectually  any  unlawful  attempts  to  seize- and  carry  into  bondage 
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penoDB  of  oolor  legally  entitled  to  their  freedom;  and  at  the  same 
time,  as  fiur  as  praotieablei  to  prevent  those  who  rightfdllj  owe  aer- 
▼ioa  to  the  eitiaens  of  any  other  State  or  Territorj  from  seeking 
within  the  limits  of  this  State  a  refuge  from  the  possession  of  their 
lawfal  owners.  Such  a  measnre  will  tend  to  seeore  those  who  are 
free  from  any  unlawful  attempts  (to  enslave  them)  and  secures  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  other  States  and  Territories  as  &r  as 
ought  reasonably  to  be  expect€>d." 

This  session  of  the  Legislature  elected  James  Noble  and  Waller 
Taylor  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  Robert  A.  New  was 
elected  Secretary  of  State;  W.  H.  Lilley,  Auditor  of  State;  and 
Daniel  C.  Lane,  Treasurer  of  State.  The  session  adjourned  Janu- 
ary 3,  1817. 

As  the  history  of  the  State  of  Indiana  from  this  time  forward  is 
best  given  by  topics,  we  will  proceed  to  give  them  in  the  chrouolog- 
ioal  order  of  Hieir  m^gin. 

The  happy  close  of  the  war  with  Great  BHtain  in  1814  was  fol- 
lowed  by  a  great  msh  of  immigrants  to  the  great  Territory  of  Uie 
Northwest,  indnding  the  new  States,  all  now  recently  eleared  of 
the  enemy;  and  by  1880  the  State  of  Indiana  had  more  than 
doubled  her  popnhktion,  having  at  this  time  147,178,  and  by  1835 
nearly  donbled  this  again,  that  is  to  say,  a  round  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion,— a  growth  more  rapid  probably  than  thatof  any  other  section 
in  this  country  since  the  days  of  Golnmbns. 

The  period  1825-'30  was  a  prosperous  time  for  the  young  State. 
Immigration  continued  to  be  rapid,  the  crops  were  generally  good 
and  the  hopes  of  the  people  raised  hia^her  than  they  had  ever  been 
before.  Accompanying  this  immigration,  however,  were  paupers 
and  indolent  people,  who  threatened  to  be  so  numerous  as  to 
become  a  serious  burden.  On  this  subject  Governor  Ray  called  for 
legislative  action,  but  the  Legislature  scarcely  knew  what  to  do 
and  they  deferred  actiou« 
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la  1880  there  still  lingered,  within  the  bunnds  of  the  State  twa 
tribes  of  IndiwM,  whose  growing  indolence,  intemperate  habits^ 
dependence  upon  their  neighbors  for  the  bread  of  life,  diminished 
proqiecto  of  living  by  the  chase,  continued  perpetration  of  ninrdera. 
and  other  ontrsi^  of  dangerous  precedent,  primitive  igno- 
rance and  nnrestrained  exhibitions  of  savage  costoms  before  th& 
children  of  the  settlers, combined  to  make  thctn  snbjectsfor  a  mora 
rigid  government.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  Missis-^ 
sippi  was  a  melancholy  bnt  neccf^'^ary  duty.  The  time  having 
arrived  for  the  emigration  of  the  Pottriwatomies,  according  to  the 
Btipiilntions  contained  in  their  treaty  with  the  United  States,  they 
evinced  that  reluctance  common  among  aboriginal  tribes  on  leav- 
ing the  homes  of  their  childhood  and  the  graves  of  their  ancestors. 
Love  of  country  is  a  principle  planted  in  the  bosoms  of  all  man- 
kind. The  Laplander  and  the  Esquimaux  of  tlie  frozen  north, 
who  feed  on  seals,  moose  and  the  meat  of  the  polar  bear,  would  not 
exchange  their  country  for  the  sunny  clime  of  "Araby  the  blest.'* 
Color  and  shades  of  complexion  have  nothing  to  do  with  tha 
heart's  best,  warmest  emotions.  Then  we  should  not  wonder  that  the 
Pottawatomie,  on  leaving  his  home  on  the  Wabash,  felt  as  sad  aa 
.fschines  did  when  ostracised  from  his  native  land,  laved  by  the 
waters  of  the  classic  Scamander;  and  the  noble  and  eloquent  Nas> 
waw-kay,  on  leaving  the  encampment  on  Crooked  creek,  felt  hi& 
banishment  as  keenly  as  Cicero  when  thrust  from  the  bosom  of  hia 
beloved  Home,  for  which  he  had  spent  the  best  efforts  of  his  life^ 
and  for  which  he  died. 

On  Sunday  morning,  May  18,  1832,  the  people  on  the  west  sido 
of  the  Wabash  were  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  consternation,  on 
account  of  a  report  that  a  large  body  of  hostile  Indians  had 
approached  within  15  miles  of  Lafayette  and  killed  two  men.  The 
alarm  soon  spread  throughout  Tippecanoe,  Warren,  Vernaillion,. 
Fountain,  Montgomery,  and  aljnuiing  counties.  Several  brave- 
commandants  of  companies  on  the  west  side  of  the  Wabaah  in 
Tippecanoe  county,  raised  troops  to  go  and  meet  the  enemy,  and 
dispatched  an  express  to  Gen.  Walker  with  a  request  that  he  shonld 
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make  a  call  upon  the  militia  of  the  county  to  equip  themselves 
instantly  and  march  to  the  aid  of  their  bleeding  countrymen. 
Thereu[)on  Gen.  Walker,  Col.  Davis,  Lieut-Col.  Jeunera,  Oapt. 
Brown,  of  the  artillery,  and  varioas  other  gallant  spirits  monnted 
tiieir  war  steeds  mod  proceeded  to  the  army,  and  thenoe  npon  a 
aeoiit  to  the  Oiuid  Fhurie  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  namber^ 
intention  and  sitnation  of  the  Indians.  Over  800  old  men,  women 
and  children  flocked  precipitately  to  La&yetto  and  tho  snrroondiiif^ 
country  east  of  the  Wabash.  A  remarkable  event  occnnred  In  this 
stampede^  as  follows: 

A  man,  wife  and  seven  children  resided  on  the  edge  of  the 
Grand  Prairie,  west  of  Lafayette,  in  a  locality  considered  particu- 
larly dangerouB.  On  hearing  of  this  alarm  he  made  hurried 
preparations  to  fly  with  his  family  to  Lafayette  for  safety.  Imag- 
ine his  surprise  and  chagrin  when  his  wife  told  him  she  would  not 
go  one  step;  that  she  did  not  believe  in  being  scared  at  trifles,  and 
in  her  opinion  there  was  not  an  Indian  within  100  miles  of  them. 
Importnnity  proved  unavailing,  and  the  disconsolate  and  frightened 
husband  and  &ther  took  all  the  cfaUdien  except  the  jonngest,  bade 
his  wife  and  babe  a  Icmg  and  solemn  iarewdl,  never  expecting  to 
see  them  again,  anlesd  perhaps  he  might  find  their  mangled  re- 
mains, minus  their  scalps.  On  arriving  at  Lafayette,  his  acquaint- 
ances rallied  and  berated  him  for  abandoning  his  wife  and  child  in 
that  way,  but  he  met  their  jibes  with  a  stoical  indifference, avowing 
that  he  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  their  obstinacy. 

As  the  shades  of  the  first  evening  drew  on,  the  wife  felt  lonely; 
and  the  chirping  of  the  frogs  and  the  notes  of  the  whippoorwill  only 
intensified  her  loneliness,  until  she  half  wished  she  had  accom- 
panied the  rest  of  the  fitmilj  in  their  flight  l^e  remained  in  the 
honse  a  .ew  hoors  without  striking  a  light,  and  then  oonduded 
that  **  disoretioa  was  the  better  part  of  valor,"  took  her  babe  and 
some  bed-clothes,  &8toned  the  cabin  door,  and  hastened  to  a  sink- 
hole in  the  woods,  in  which  she  afterward  said  that  she  and  her 
babe  slept  soundly  until  sunrise  next  morning. 

Lafayette  literally  boiled  over  with  people  and  patriotism.  A 
mating  was  held  at  the  court-house,  speeches  were  made  by 
patriotic  individuals,  and  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  women  an  armed 
police  was  iininmliatcly  onitTcd,  to  be  called  the  '*  Lafayette  Guards.** 
Tho8.  T.  Benbrid^o  was  elected  Captain,  and  John  Cox,  Lieutenant. 
Capt.  Benbridge  yielded  tlie  active  drill  of  his  guards  to  the 
Lientenant,  who  liad  served  two  years  in  the  war  of  181S.  After 
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the  meeting  adjourned,  the  guards  were  paraded  on  the  green 
wliere  Purdue's  block  now  stands,  and  put  through  sundry  evoln- 
tions  by  Lieut.  Cox,  who  proved  to  be  an  ex|)ert  drill  officer,  and 
wliose  clear,  shrill  voice  rung  out  on  the  night  air  as  he  marciied 
and  ooiiilter>marebed  the  troops  from  where  the  papcr-xnill  BtandB 
to  Main  street  ferry,  and  over  the  snbarbs,  generally.  Every  old 
gnn  and  sword  that  could  be  fonnd  was  brongfat  into  reqnisition, 
with  a  new  shine  on  them. 

Gen.  Walker,  Colonels  Davis  and  Jenners^  and  other  offioors 
joined  in  a  call  of  the  people  of  Tippecanoe  oonntj  forvolanteers  to 
march  to  the  frontier  settlements.  A  large  meeting  of  the  citizens 
assembled  in  the  public  square  in  the  town,  and  over  300  volunteers 
mostly  mounted  nu  n,  left  for  the  scene  of  action,  with  an  aUcritj 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  veterans. 

The  first  night  they  camped  nine  miles  west  of  Lafayette,  near 
Grand  Prairie.  They  placed  sentinels  for  the  night  and  retired  to 
rest  A  few  of  the  subaltern  officers  very  injudiciously  concluded 
to  itj  what  eflfoet  a  fidse  alarm  wonld  have  upon  the  sleeping  sol- 
diers, and  a  few  of  them  withdrew  to  a  neighboring  thicket,  and 
thence  made  a  charge  npon  the  picket  gnards,  who ,  after  hailing 
them  and  receiving  no  countersign,  fired  off  their  gnns  and  ran  for 
the  Ooloners  marquee  in  the  center  of  the  encampment.  The  aroused 
Oolonels  and  staff  sprang  to  their  feet,  shouting  "To  arms!  toarmsP 
and  the  obedient,  though  panic-stricken  soldiers  seized  their  guns 
and  demanded  to  be  led  against  the  invading  foe.  A  wild  scene  of 
disorder  ensued,  and  amid  the  din  of  arms  and  loud  commands  of 
the  ofiicers  the  raw  militia  felt  that  they  had  already  got  into  the 
red  jaws  of  battle.  Que  of  the  alarm  sentinels,  in  running  to  the 
center  of  the  encampment,  leaped  over  a  blazing  camp  fire,  and 
alighted  fnll  npon  the  breast  and  stomach  of  a  sleeping  lawyer,  who 
was,  no  donbt,  at  that  moment  dreaming  of  vested  and  contingent 
remainders,  richdients  and  good  faes,  which  in  legal  parlance  was 
snddenly  estopped  bj  the  hob-nails  in  the  stogas  of  the  scared 
sentinel.  As  soon  as  the  counselor's  vitality  and  consciousness 
sufficiently  returned,  ho  put  in  some  strong  demurrers  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  affrighted  picket  men,  averring  that  he  would  greatly 
prefer  being  wounded  by  the  enemy  to  being  run  over  by  a  cowardly 
booby.  Kext  morning  the  organizers  of  the  ruse  were  severely 
reprimanded. 

May  28,  1832,  Governor  Noble  ordered  General  Walker  to  call 
ont  his  whole  command,  if  necessary,  and  supply  arms,  horses  and 
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provieioQS,  even  tbough  it  be  necessary  to  sebse  thorn.  The  next 
day  four  baggage  wagons,  loaded  with  camp  eqiiipmsiitay  storeBy 
provisions  and  other  articles,  were  sent  to  the  little  army,  who  were 
thus  provided  for  a  campaign  of  five  or  six  weeks.  The  following 
Thursday  a  squad  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Sigler,  passed  through 
Lafayette  on  the  way  to  the  hostile  region;  and  on  the  13th  of  June 
Colonel  Russell,  commandant  of  the  40th  Regiment,  Indiana  Militia, 
passed  through  Lafayette  with  340  mounted  volunteers  from  the 
'CoantieBof  Marion,  Hendridaaad  Johnoon.  Also,  aeveial  com* 
paoles  of  yoliinteen  from  Montgomery,  Foantaiii  and  Warren 
eonntiea,  haateoed  to  the  relief  of  the  frontier  aettlere.  The  troope 
from  La&yette  mardied  to  Sngar  oreek,  and  after  a  ahort  Ubm, 
there  being  no  probability  of  finding  any  of  the  enemy,  were 
ordered  to  return.  They  all  did  ao  except  about  45  horsemen,  who 
volunteered  to  cross  Hickory  creek,  where  the  Indians  had  com- 
mitted their  depredations.  They  organized  a  company  by  electing 
Samne)  Mr(Te()rn^e,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  Captain,  and  Am08 
Alien  and  Andrew  W.  Ingraham,  Lieutenants. 

Crossing  Hickory  creek,  they  marched  as  far  as  O'Plein  river 
without  meeting  with  opposition.  Finding  no  enemy  here  they 
«onelnded  to  retnm.  On  the  firat  night  of  their  maroh  home  thej 
encamped  on  the  open  prairie^,  posting  sentinele,  aa  nana!  About 
ten  o'dook  it  began  to  rain,  and  it  waa  with  diffleolly  that  the  aen* 
tinela  kept  their  gone  dry.  Oapt  L  H.  Ooz  and  a  man  named  Fox 
had  been  posted  as  sentinela  within  15  or  20  paces  of  each  other. 
Oox  drew  the  skirt  of  hia  orereoat  over  his  gun-lock  to  keep  it  dry; 
Fox,  perceiving  this  motion,  and  in  the  darkness  taking  liim  for  an 
Indian,  tired  upon  him  and  fractured  his  thigh  bone.  Several  sol- 
diers immediately  ran  toward  tlie  place  where  tlie  flasli  of  the  gun 
had  been  seen;  but  when  they  cocked  and  leveUnl  their  guns  on  the 
figure  wliich  had  fired  at  Cox,  the  wounded  man  caused  them  to 
desist  by  crying,  "  Don't  shoot  him,  it  waa  a  aentinel  who  shot  me." 
Tlie  next  day  tlie  wounded  man  waa  left  behind  the  oompany  in 
care  of  fonr  men,  who,  aa  aeon  aa  poeaible,  removed  him  on  a  litter 
to  OoL  Moore'a  oompany  of  Dlinoia  militia,  then  encamped  on  the 
OTlein,  where  Joliet  now  standa. 

Although  the  main  body  returned  to  La&yette  in  eight  or  nine 
daya,  yet  the  alarm  among  the  people  was  so  great  that  they  could 
not  be  induced  to  return  to  their  farms  for  some  time.  The  pres. 
cncc  of  the  hostiles  was  hourly  expected  by  the  frontier  settlements 
of  Indiana,  from  Yinceunea  to  La  Porte.    In  Clinton  county  the 
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inhabitants  gathered  within  the  forts  and  prepared  for  a  regular 
Biege,  while  our  neighbors  at  Crawfordsville  were  Buddenl/ 
astounded  bj  the  arrival  of  a  courier  at  full  ppeod  witli  the  annonnce- 
ment  that  the  Indians,  more  than  a  thousand  in  number,  were  tlien 
crossing  the  Nine-Mile  prairie  about  twelve  miles  north  of  town, 
killing  and  scalping  all.  The  strongest  houses  were  immediately 
put  in  a  condition  of  defense,  and  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  prin- 
cipal points  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  Scouts  were  sent  out  to 
reconnoitre,  and  meesengers  were  dispatched  in  different  dinctinns 
to  announce  tlie  danger  to  the  farmers,  and  to  urge  them  to  liatsteu 
with  their  families  into  towp,  and  to  assist  in  figUiiug  the  moment- 
arilj  expected  savages.  At  nightfaU  the  soonts  brought  in  the- 
news  tiiat  the  Indians  had  not  erossed  the  Wabash,  but  werehonrlj 
expected  at  Lsfkjette.  The  citizens  of  Warren,  Fountain  and  Ver- 
million  oonnties  were  alike  terrified  bjexaggerated  stories  of  Indian 
massacres,  and  immediately  prepared  for  defense.  It  turned  out 
that  the  Indians  were  not  within  100  miles  of  these  temporary 
forts;  bat  this  by  no  means  proved  a  want  of  courage  in  theeitiiras. 

After  some  time  had  elapsed,  a  portion  of  the  troops  were 
marched  back  into  Tippecanoe  county  and  honorably  discharged ; 
but  the  settlers  were  still  loth  for  a  long  time  to  return  to  their 
farms.  Assured  by  published  reports  that  the  Mianiis  and  Potta- 
watomies  did  not  intend  to  join  the  hostiles,  the  people  by  degrees 
recovered  from  the  panic  and  began  to  attend  to  their  neglected 
crops. 

During  this  time  there  was  actual  war  in  Illinois.  Black  Hawk 
and  his  warriors,  well  nigh  surrounded  by  a  well-disciplined  foe, 
attempted  to  cross  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  after 
being  chased  np  into  Wisconsin  and  to  the  Mississippi  again,  he 
was  in  a  final  battle  taken  captive.  A  few  yean  after  his  liberation, 
about  1887  or  1888,  he  died,  on  the  banks  of  the  Des  flCoines  riTer, 
in  Iowa,  in  what  is  now  the  county  of  Davis,  where  his  remaina 
were  deposited  above  ground,.in  the  usual-  Indian  style.  His  re- 
mains were  afterward  stolen  and  carried  away,  biit  they  were  re- 
covered by  the  €k>vernor  of  Iowa  and  placed  in  the  museum  of  the 
Historical  Society  at  Burlington,  where  they  were  finally  destn^yed 
by  fire. 
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In  Jaly,  1837,  Ool.  Abel  C.  Pepper  eonvened  the  FottawBtomle 
nation  of  Indians  at  Lake  Ke-waw-naj  for  the  purpose  of  remov* 
ing  them  west  of  the  Miseissippi.  That  fall  a  etnall  party  of  some 
80  or  90  Pottawatomies  was  conducted  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river  by  George  Proffit,  Esq.  Among  the  ninnbcr  were  Ke-waw- 
naj,  Nebash,  Kat^-waw-kay,  Pash-po-ho  and  many  other  leading 
men  of  the  nation.  The  regular  etnigratiun  of  these  poor  Indians^ 
about  1,000  in  number,  took  place  under  (Jol.  Pepper  and  Gen.  Tip- 
ton in  the  sninmer  of  1888. 

It  was  a  Md  and  monrnfal  epeotade  to  witness  these  ehildren  of 
the  forest  slowlj  retiring  from  the  home  of  their  childhood,  that 
contained  not  only  the  gnves  of  their  revered  ancestors,  bat  also 
many  endearing  scenes  to  which  their  memories  would  erer  recur 
as  sunny  spots  along  their  pathway  through  the  wilderness.  They 
felt  that  they  were  bidding  larewell  to  the  hills,  valleys  and  streama 
of  tlieir  infancy ;  the  more  exciting  hunting-grounds  of  their  ad- 
vanced youth,  as  well  as  the  stern  and  bloody  battle-fields  where 
they  had  contended  in  riper  manhood,  on  which  they  had  received 
wounds,  and  where  many  of  their  friends  and  loved  relatives  had 
fallen  covered  with  gore  and  with  glory.  Ail  these  they  were  leav- 
ing behind  them,  to  be  desecrated  by  the  plowshare  of  the  white 
man.  As  they  csst  monmfnl  glances  back  toward  these  loved 
scenes  that  were  rapidly  fading  in  the  distance,  tears  tell  from  the 
cheek  of  the  downcast  warrior,  old  men  trembled,  matrons  wept, 
the  swarthy  maiden's  cheek  tnmed  pale,  and  sighs  and  half-snp- 
prsBsed  Bobs  escaped  from  the  motley  groups  as  they  passed  along, 
some  on  foot,  some  on  horseback,  and  others  in  wagons, — sad  as  a 
funeral  procession.  Several  of  the  aged  warriors  were  seen  to  cast 
glances  toward  the  sky,  as  if  they  were  imploring  aid  from  the 
spirits  of  their  departed  heroes,  who  were  looking  down  npon  them 
from  tlie  clouds,  or  from  the  Great  Spirit,  who  would  ultimately 
redress  the  wrongs  of  tiie  red  man,  whose  broken  bow  had  fallen 
troui  his  iiand,  and  whose  sad  heart  was  bleeding  within  him. 
Ever  and  anon  one  of  the  party  would  start  oat  into  the  brash  and 
break  bade  to  their  old  encampments  on  Eel  river  and  on  the  Tippe-. 
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eanoe^  declaring  that  they  woald  rather  die  than  be  banished  from 
iheir  country.  Thns,  scores  of  discontented  emigrants  retomed 
from  different  ]>oints  on  their  journey;  and  it  was  several  years 
before  they  could  be  induced  to  join  their  countrymen  west  of  the 

Jfi&siseippi. 

Several  years  after  the  removal  of  the  Pottawatomies  the  Miami 
nation  was  removed  to  their  Western  home,  by  coercive  means,  un- 
der an  escort  of  United  States  troops.  They  were  a  proud  and 
once  powerful  nation,  but  at  the  time  of  their  removal  were  far 
inferior,  in  point  of  numbert^,  to  the  Pottawatomie  guests  whom 
they  had  permitted  to  settle  and  hunt  upon  their  lands,  and  fish  iti 
their  lakea  and  rivers  after  they  had  been  driven  southward  by 
fowerfiil  and  wlilm  tribes  who  inhabited  the  shores  of  the  Korth- 
em  lakes. 

TITLES. 

In  1881  a  joint  resolation  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  request- 
ing an  appropriation  by  Ck>ngress  for  the  eztingnishment  of  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  State,  was  forwarded  to  that  body* 
which  granted  the  request.  The  Secretary  of  War,  by  authority, 
appointed  a  committee  of  three  citizens  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  recent  law.  The  Miamis  were  surrounded  on  all 
sides  l)y  Aaierican  settlers,  and  were  situated  almost  in  the  heart 
of  the  State  on  the  line  of  the  canal  then  being  made.  The  chiefs 
were  called  to  a  council  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  treaty ;  they 
promptly  came,  but  peremptorily  refused  to  go  westward  or  sell 
bbe  remainder  of  their  land.  The  Pottawatomies  pold  about 
#,000,  (K)()  acres  in  Indiana,  IlliuoiB  aud  Michigan,  iaciudiug  all 
their  claim  in  this  State.  • 

In  183S  a  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Miami  Indians  through 
the  good  offices  of  Col.  A.  C.  Pepper,  the  Indian  agent,  by  which 
%  considerable  of  the  most  desirable  portion  of  their  reserve  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States. 
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As  an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  land  speculators  were 
treated  by  the  early  Indianians,  we  cite  the  following  iustaoces 
from  Coz'a    Kecollectioos  of  the  Wabash  Yallej.'* 

At  GrawfordBTilley  Dec  94^  18S4,  many  partiea  wera  present 
from  the  eastem  and  aontham  portione  of  the  State,  as  well  aa  froa 
Ohio,  Keatno^,  Tenneaaee  and  even  Pennajlvania,  to  attend  a 
land  sale.  There  waa  bnt  little  bidding  againat  each  other.  The 
settlers,  or  "  sqnatters,"  aa  they  were  called  by  the  speculators,  had 
arranged  mattera  among  themselves  to  their  genend  satisfaction. 
If,  upon  comparing  numbers,  it  appeared  tliat  two  were  after  the 
same  tract  of  land,  one  would  ask  the  other  what  he  would  take 
not  to  bid  against  him;  if  neither  would  consent  to  be  bought  off 
thev  would  retire  and  cast  lots,  and  the  lucky  one  would  enter  the 
tract  at  Congress  price,  $1.25  an  acre,  and  the  otlier  would  enter  the 
second  choice  on  his  list.  If  a  speculator  made  a  bid,  or  showed  a 
disposition  to  take  a  settler's  claim  from  him,  he  soon  saw  the 
white  of  a  score  of  eyes  glaring  at  him,  and  ho  wonld  crawfish'' 
ont  of  the  crowd  at  the  first  opportoaitj. 

The  settlers  made  it  definitely  known  to  foreign  capitalists  that 
they  would  enter  the  tracts  of  land  they  had  settled  upon  before 
allowing  the  latter  to  come  in  with  their  speculations.  The  land 
was  sold  in  tiers  of  townships,  beginning  at  the  southern  part  of 
the  district  and  continuing  north  until  all  had  been  offere^l  at 
public  sale.  This  plan  was  persisted  in,  although  it  kept  nmuy  on 
the  ground  for  several  days  waiting,  who  desired  to  purchase  land 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  district. 

In  1827  a  regular  Indian  scare  was  gotten  up  to  keep  specu- 
lators away  for  a  short  time.  A  man  who  owned  a  claim  on  Tippe- 
canoe river,  near  Pretty  prairie^  fearing  that  some  one  of  the 
numerons  land  hunters  constantly  scouring  the  conntiy  might 
enter  the  land  he  had  settled  upon  belbre  he  could  raise  the  money 
to  buy  it,  and  seeing  one  day  a  cavalcade  of  land  hunters  riding 
toward  where  hia  land  lay,  mounted  his  horse  and  darted  off  tA 
full  speed  to  meet  them,  swinging  his  hat  and  shouting  at  the  top 

of  his  voice,  'Indians  1  Indians!  the  woods  are  fall  of  Indiana, 

(183) 
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mnrdering  and  ficalping  all  before  tbem!"  They  paused  a  moment, 
but  as  the  terrified  horseman  still  urged  his  jaded  animal  and  cried, 
**Help!  Loogloi8,Cicots,  help!"  they  turned  and  fied  like  a  troop  of 
retreating  cavalry,  hastening  to  the  thickest  settlements  and  giving 
the  alarm,  which  spread  like  fire  amonn^  stubl^le  until  the  whole 
frontier  region  was  shocked  with  the  startling  cry.  The  squatter 
who  fabricated  tlie  story  and  started  this  false  alarm  took  a  cir- 
cuitous route  liome  that  evening,  and  while  others  were  busy 
building  temporary  block-houses  and  riibi)ing  up  their  guns  to 
meet  the  Indians,  he  was  quietly  gutiieriiig  up  money  and  slipped 
down  to  Grawfordsville  and  entered  his  land,  chuckling  to  himself, 
There's  a  Yankee  trick  for  you,  done  up  by  a  Hooeier." 

HARMONY  COMMUNITY. 

In  1814  a  society  of  Germans  under  Frederick  Rappe,  who  had 
originally  come  from  Wirtemberg,  Germany,  and  more  recently 
from  Pennsvlvania,  founded  a  settlement  on  the  Wabash  about  50 
miles  above  its  mouth.  They  were  industrious,  frugal  and  honest 
Lutherans.  They  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  land  and  laid  off 
a  town,  to  wliich  they  gave  the  name  of  Uarnionv,"  afterward 
called  "New  Harmony."  They  erected  a  church  and  a  public 
Bcbool-house,  opened  farms,  planted  orchards  and  vineyards,  built 
flouring  mills,  established  a  house  of  public  entertainment,  a  pnblie 
etore,  and  carried  on  all  the  arts  of  peace  with  skill  and  regularity. 
Their  property  was  in  common/'  according  to  the  custom  of  an- 
cient Christians  at  JeruBalem,  hut  the  governing  power,  both  tem- 
poral and  spiritual,  wa^  vested  in  Frederick  Bappe^  the  elder,  who 
was  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the  society.  By  the  year  1831  the 
society  numbered  about  900.  Every  individual  of  proper  age  con- 
tributed bis  proper  share  of  labor.  There  were  neither  spendthrifts. 
Idlers  nor  drunkards,  and  during  the  whole  17  years  of  their  sojourn 
in  America  there  was  not  a  single  lawsuit  among  them.  Every 
controversy  arising  among  them  was  settled  by  arbitration,  expla- 
nation and  coiiiproniipe  before  sunsetof  the  day,  literally  according 
to  the  injunction  of  the  apostle  of  the  New  Testament. 

About  1825  the  town  of  Harmony  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  land  adjoining  was  sold  to  Robert  Owen,  father  of  David  Dale 
Owen,  the  State  Geologist,  and  of  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  later 
notoriety.  He  was  a  radical  philosopher  from  Scotland,  who  had 
become  distinguished  for  his  philanthropy  and  opposition  to 
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Christianity,  lie  charged  the  latter  with  teaching  false  notions 
regarding  bninan  responsibility — notions  which  have  since  been 
islothed  in  the  langnage  of  physiology,  mental  philosophy,  etc 
&td  he: 

**That  whieh  has  hitherto  been  called  wickedneea  in  oar  ftUow 
men  haa  proceeded  from  one  of  two  distinct  oaoaeB,  or  horn  aome 
combination  of  those  eaoeea.  They  are  what  are  termed  bad  or 

wicked, 

*'  1.  Because  they  are  born  with  faculties  or  propensities  which 
render  them  more  liable,  under  the  same  circumstance^;,  than  other 
men^  to  commit  such  actions  as  are  nsnallj  denominated  wicked; 
or, 

"  2.  Because  they  have  been  placed  by  birth  or  other  events  in 
particular  countries, — have  been  influenced  from  infancy  by  par- 
ents, pUymates  and  others,  and  have  been  snrtonnded  hf  t£ose 
eircomatanoes  which  fpradnally  and  necessarily  trained  them  in  the 
habits  and  sentiments  called  wicked;  or, 

**  8.  Tbejr  have  become  wicked  in  conseqneoce  of  some  partion* 
lar  combination  of  these  causes. 

**  If  it  should  be  asked,  Whence  then  haa  wickedness  pro- 
oeeded?    I  reply,  Solely  from  the  ignorance  of  our  tbretathers. 

"  Every  society  which  exists  at  present,  as  well  as  every  society 
which  history  records,  haa  been  formed  and  governed  on  a  belief 
in  the  following  notions,  assumed  as  first  principles: 

**  1.  That  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  individual  to  form  his  own 
character.  Hence  the  various  systems  called  by  the  name  of  religion, 
4NHlea  of  law,  and  punishments;  hence,  also,  the  angry  passions 
entertained  by  individnals  and  nations  toward  each  other. 

**2.  That  the  affections  are  at  the  command  of  the  individnaL 
Hence  insincerity  and  degradation  of  character;  hence  the  miseries 
of  domestic  life,  and  more  tban'one-balf  of  all  the  Crimea  of  man- 
kind. 

"  3.  That  it  is  necessary  a  large  portion  of  mankind  phonld  ex- 
ist in  ignorance  and  poverty  in  order  to  secure  to  the  remaining  part 
giu  h  a  degree  of  liapj>ines8  as  they  now  enjoy.  Hence  a  system  of 
Counteraction  in  the  pursuits  of  men,  a  general  opposition  among 
individuals  to  the  interests  of  each  other,  and  the  necessary  effects 
of  such  a  system, — ignorance,  poverty  and  vice. 
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THE  MEXIOAN  WAR. 

During  the  administration  of  Gov,  "Whitcomb  the  war  with 
Mexico  occurred,  which  resulted  in  annexinf^  to  the  United  States 
vast  tracts  of  land  in  the  south  and  west.  Indiana  contributed  her 
full  ratio  to  the  troops  in  that  war,  and  with  a  remarkable  spirit  of 
promptness  and  patriotism  adopted  all  measures  to  sustain  the  gen- 
eral Government.  These  new  acquisitions  of  territory  re-opened 
the  discubsiuu  of  the  slavery  qucBtiun,  and  Governor  Whitcomb 
expressed  his  opposition  to  a  farther  extension  of  the  national 
Bin." 

The  oaaaeB  which  led  to  a  deelanition  of  war  againrt  Mezioo  ia 
1846,  most  be  sought  for  as  ftr  baek  as  the  year  1830,  when  the 
present  State  of  Texas  formed  a  provinee  of  New  and  Independent 
Mexico.  Doling  the  years  immediatelj  pieoeding  1880,  Moses 
Austin,  of  Connectient,  obtained  a  liberal  grant  of  lands  from  the 
established  Government,  and  on  his  death  hiason  was  treated  in  aa 
equally  liberal  manner.  The  glowing  accounts  rendered  by  Aus- 
tin, and  the  vivid  picture  of  Elysian  fields  drawn  by  visiting  jonr« 
nalists,  soon  resulted  in  the  influx  of  a  large  tide  of  immigrantp, 
nor  did  the  movement  to  the  Southwest  cease  until  1830.  The 
Mexican  province  held  a  prosperous  population,  comprising  10,000 
American  citizens.  The  rapacious  Government  of  the  Mexicans 
looked  with  greed  and  jealousy  upon  their  eastern  province,  and, 
under  the  presidency  of  Gen.  Santa  Anna,  enacted  such  measures, 
both  unjust  and  oppressive,  as  would  meet  their  design  ot  goading 
the  people  of  Texas  on  to  revolution,  and  thus  afford  an  opportn- 
nity  for  the  infliction  of  pnnishment  upon  subjects  whose  only 
crime  was  industry  and  its  accompaniment,  prosperity.  FtaciBely 
in  keeping  with  the  course  pursued  by  the  British  toward  the  col- 
onists of  the  Eastern  States  in  the  last  century,  Ganta  Anna'a 
Government  met  the  remonstrances  of  the  colonists  of  Texas  with 
threats;  and  they,  secure  in  their  consdonsnees  of  right  quietly 
issued  their  declaration  of  independence,  and  proved  its  literal 

meaning  on  the  field  of  Gonzales  in  1836,  having  with  a  force  of 
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500  men  forced  the  Mexican  army  of  1,000  to  fly  for  refuge  to  their 
strongholds.  Battle  after  battle  followed,  bringing  victory  alwiiys 
to  the  Colonists,  and  ultimately  resulting  in  the  total  rout  of  the 
Mexican  army  and  the  evacuation  of  Texas.  The  routed  army 
after  a  short  term  of  rest  reorganized,  and  reappeared  in  the  Terri- 
tory, 8,000  strong.  On  April  21,  a  division  of  this  lurge  force 
nnder  Santa  Anna  eooonntered  the  Texaos  under  General  SaniiieL 
HouBton  on  the  banks  of  the  San  Jacinto^  and  fhongh  Honaton 
eould  onlj  oppose  800  men  to  the  Mexican  legions,  the  httter  were 
driven  from  diefield,noreonld  they  reform  their  scattered  ranks  until 
their  General  was  captured  next  day  and  forced  to  sign  the  declaration 
of  1835.  The  signature  of  Santa  Anna,  though  ignored  by  the 
Congress  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  consequently  left  unratified 
on  the  part  of  Mexico,  was  effected  in  so  much,  that  after  tlie  sec- 
ond defeat  of  the  army  of  that  Republic  all  the  hostilities  of  an 
important  nature  ceased,  the  Republic  of  Texas  was  recognized  by 
the  powers,  and  subsequently  became  an  integral  part  of  the  United 
States,  July  4,  1846.  At  this  period  General  Herrera  was  pres- 
ident of  Mexioo.  He  ¥raa  a  man  of  peace,  of  eommon  sense,  and 
▼ery  patriotic;  and  he  thus  entertained,  or  pretended  to  enter- 
tain, the  great  neighboring  Repablie  in  high  esteem.  For  this 
reason  he  grew  unpopular  with  his  people^  and  General  Paredes 
was  called  to  the  presidential  idiair,  which  he  continued  to  occupy 
until  the  breaking  out  of  actual  hostilities  with  the  United  States* 
when  Gen.  Santa  Anna  was  elected  thereto. 

President  Polk,  aware  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  Mexico,  ordered 
Gen.  Zachary  Taylor,  in  command  of  the  troops  in  tlie  Southwest,  to 
proceed  to  Texas,  and  post  himself  as  near  to  the  Mexican  border 
as  he  deemed  prudent.  At  the  same  time  an  American  squadron  was 
dispatched  to  the  vicinity,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  November, 
General  Taylor  had  taken  his  position  at  Corpus  Ohristi,  a  Texan 
settlement  on  a  bay  of  the  same  nam^  with  about  4,000  men.  On 
the  18th  of  January,  1846,  the  President  ordered  him  to  advanee 
with  hia  forces  to  the  Rio  Grande;  aeooidingly  he  proceeded,  and 
in  March  stationed  himself  on  the  north  bank  of  that  river,  with, 
in  cannon-shot  of  the  Mexican  town  of  Matamoras.  Here  be 
hastily  erected  a  fortress,  called  Fort  Brown.  The  territory  ly- 
ing between  the  river  N'^neces  and  the  Ri(»  Grande  river,  about 
120  miles  in  width,  was  elHimed  both  by  Texas  and  Mexico;  ac- 
cording tt)  the  latter,  therefore,  General  Taylor  had  actually 
invaded  her   Territory,  and   had    thus  committed    au  open 
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net  of  war.  On  the  26th  of  April,  the  Mexican  Greneral,  Ampudia, 
gave  notice  to  this  effect  to  General  Taylor,  and  on  the  same  day  a  ' 
party  of  Ameriean  dragoons,  sixtj-thne  in  number,  being  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Bio  Gruide,  were  attacked,  and,  after  the  loss  of 
sixteen  men  killed  and  wounded,  were  forced  to  enrrender.  Thtf  r 
■commander.  Captain  Thornton,  only  escaped*  The  Meziean  Ibroes 
had  now  crossed  the  river  above  Matamoras  and  were  supposed  to 
meditate  an  attack  on  Point  Isabel,  where  Taylor  had  established  a 
depot  of  supplies  for  his  array.  On  the  Ist  of  May,  this  officer  left 
a  small  number  of  troops  at  Fort  Brown,  and  marched  with  his 
chief  forces,  twenty-three  hundred  men,  to  the  defense  of  Point 
Isabel.  Having  garrisoned  this  place,  he  set  out  on  his  retuni. 
On  the  Sth  of  May,  about  noon,  he  met  the  Mexican  army,  six 
thousand  strong,  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  on  the  prairie  near  Palo 
Alto.  The  Americans  at  once  advanced  to  the  attack,  and,  after  an 
•action  of  five  hours,  in  which  their  artillery  was  very  efllbetive, 
drove  the  enemy  before  them,  and  encamped  ^pon  the  field.  The 
Mexican  loss  was  aboat  one  hundred  killed;  that  ot  the  Americans, 
four  killed  and  forty  wounded.  Major  Ringgold,  of  the  artillery, 
an  officer  of  great  merit,  was  mortally  wounded.  The  next  day,  as 
the  Americans  advanced,  they  again  met  the  enemy  in  a  strong 
position  near  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  three  miles  from  Fort  Brown. 
An  action  commenced,  and  was  fiercely  contested,  the  artillery  on 
l)oth  sides  being  served  with  great  vigor.  At  last  the  Mexicans 
gave  way,  and  fled  in  confusion,  General  .de  la  Vega  having  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  They  also  abandoned  their  guus 
«nd  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  to  the  victors.  The  remain- 
ing Mexican  soldiers  speedily  crossed  the  lUo  Grande,  and  the  next 
^y  the  Americans  took  up  their  position  at  Fort  Brown.  Tliis 
little  fort,  in  the  absence  of  General  Taylor,  had  gallantly  sustained 
an  almost  uninterrupted  attack  of  several  days  from  the  Mexican 
batteries  of  Matamoras. 

"When  tlie  news  of  the  capture  of  Captain  Thornton's  party  was 
spread  over  the  United  States,  it  produced  great  excitement.  The 
President  addressed  a  message  to  Congress,  then  in  session,  declar- 
ing that  war  with  Mexico  existed  l)y  her  own  act;"  and  that  body, 
May,  1846,  placed  ten  millions  of  dollars  at  the  President's  dispo- 
sal, and  authorised  him  to  accept  the  services  of  iiflty  thousand 
Tolunteera.  A  great  part  of  the  summer  of  1846  was  spent  in  })rep- 
aration  for  the  war,  it  being  resolved  to  invade  Mexico  at  several 
points.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  General  Taylor,  who  had  taken 
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possession  of  Matamoras,  abandoned  bj  the  enemy  in  May,  luarcliod 
northward  in  the  enemy's  country  in  August,  and  on  the  10th  of 
September  he  ap}>eared  before  Monterey,  cajiital  of  the  Mexican 
State  of  New  Leon.  His  army,  after  having  garritonetl  several 
places  along  his  route,  amounted  to  six  thousand  men.  Tite  attack 
began  on  the  2l8t,  and  afber  a  saccossion  of  assaalts,  during  the 
period  of  four  days,  the  Mexieans  eapitulatod,  leaving  the  town 
in  possession  of  the  Amerieans.  In  October,  General  Taylor 
terminated  an  armistioe  into  which  he  had  entered  with  the 
Mexican  General,  and  again  cominenoed  offensive  operations. 
Yarioos  towns  and  fortresses  of  the  enemy  now  rapidly  fell  into 
-our  possession.  In  November,  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  the  State 
of  Coahuila  was  occupied  by  the  division  of  Greneral  Worth; 
in  December,  General  Patterson  took  possession  of  Victoria, 
the  capital  of  Tamaulipas,  and  nearly  at  the  same  period. 
Commodore  Perry  captured  the  fort  of  Tampico.  Santa  Fe, 
the  capital  of  New  Mexico,  with  the  whole  territory  of  the  State 
had  been  subjugated  by  General  Harney,  after  a  march  of  one 
thousand  miles  through  the  wilderness.  Events  of  a  startling  char- 
acter had  taken  place  at  still  earlier  dates  along  the  Pacificcoast.  On 
the  4th  of  Julv,  Captain  Fremoi!t,  having  repeatedly  defeated  su- 
perior  Mexican  forces  with  the  small  band  under  his  command,  de- 
-clared  California  inde|>endent  of  Mexico.  Other  important  places 
*  in  this  region  had  yielded  to  the  American  naval  force,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 184:0,  tlie  whole  of  Galifornta  was  in  the  nudidputed  ooenpa* 
tionof  the  Americans. 

The  year  lS-i7  o|)ened  with  still  more  brilliant  victories  on  the 
part  of  our  armies.  By  the  drawing  olf  of  a  large  part  of 
General  Taylor's  troops  tor  a  meditated  attack  on  Vera  Cruz,  he 
was  left  with  a  comparatively  small  force  to  meet  the  great  body  of 
Mexican  troopsy  now  marching  upon  him,  under  command  of  the 
•celebrated  Santa  Anna,  who  had  again  become  President  of  Mexico. 

Ascertaining  the  advance  of  this  powerful  army,  twenty  tfaoa- 
•aand  strong,  and  consisting  of  the  best  of  the  Mexican  soldiers, 
■Geottwl  -Taylor  took  up  bis  position  at  Buena  Vista,  a  valley  a  few 
miles  from  Saltillo.  His  whole  troops  numbered  only  four  thousand 
seven  hnndred  and  fifty-nine,  and  here,  on  the  23d  of  February,  he 
was  vigorously  attacked  by  the  Mexicans.  The  battle  was  very 
severe,  and  continued  nearly  the  whole  day,  wlien  the  Mexicans  fled 
from  the  field  in  disorder,  with  a  loss  of  nearly  two  thousand  men. 
^Santa  Anna  speedily  withdrew,  and  thus  abandoned  the  region  of 
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the  Bio  Grande  to  tlie  complete  ocoupation  of  our  troops.  This  left 
onr  forces  at  liberty  to  prosecute  the  grand  enterprise  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  capture  of  the  strong  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  with  its  re- 
nowned castle  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa.  On  the  9tli  of  March,  1847, 
General  Scott  landed  near  the  city  with  an  army  of  twelve  thousand 
men,  and  on  the  18th  commenced  an  attack.  For  four  days  and 
nights  an  ahnost  incessant  shower  of  shot  and  shells  was  poured 
upon  the  devoted  town,  while  the  batteries  of  the  castle  aud  the  city 
replied  with  terrible  energy.  At  last,  as  the  Americans  were  pre- 
paring for  an  assanlt,  the  Governor  of  the  city  offered  to  Borrender,. 
aadon  the  26th  the  American  flag  floated  trinmphantlj  from  the 
^laof  the  castle  and  the  city.  General  Scott  now  prepared  to- 
march  npon  the  city  of  Hezioo^  the  capital  of  the  oonn^,  situated 
two  hundred  miles  in  the  interior,  and  ap|noached  only  through  a. 
series  of  nigged  passes  and  mountain  fastnesses*  rendered  still  morfr 
formidable  by  several  strong  fortresses.  On  the  8th  of  April  the 
army  commcnend  their  march.  At  Oerro  Gordo,  Santa  Anna  had 
posted  himself  with  fifteen  thousand  men.  On  the  18th  the  Amer- 
icans began  the  daring  attack,  and  by  midday  every  intrenchment 
of  the  enemy  had  been  carried.  The  loss  of  the  Mexicans  in  this 
remarkable  battle,  besides  one  thousand  killed  and  wounde<l,  was 
three  thousand  prisoners,  forty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  five 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  all  their  amnnitions  and  mate- 
rials of  war.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  next  day  our  forces, 
advanced,  hh  1,  capturing  fortress  after  fortress,  came  on  the 
ISth  of  Augu^st  within  ten  miles  of  Mexico,  a  city  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  inhabitants,  and  situated  in  one  of  the  roost 
beantiAil  TallejB  in  the  world.  On  the  90ih  Hhej  attacked  and 
carried  the  strong  batteries  of  Oontreras,  garrisoned  by  7,000  men» 
in  an  impetuous  assault,  which  lasted  but  seventeen  minutes.  On 
the  same  day  an  attack  was  made  by  the  Americans  on  the  fortified 
post  of  Gmrnbnsco,  four  miles  northeaet  of  Oontreras.  Hera 
nearly  the  entire  Mexican  army — more  than  20,000  in  number — 
were  posted;  but  they  were  defeated  at  every  point,  and  obliged  to 
seek  aretreat  in  thecit\%  or  the  still  remaining  fortress  of  Chapul- 
tepec.  While  preparations  were  being  made  on  the  21st  by  Gen- 
eral Scott,  to  level  his  batteries  against  the  city,  prior  to  summon- 
ing itfo  surrender,  he  received  propositions  from  the  enemy,  which 
terminated  in  an  armistice.  This  ceased  on  the  7th  of  September. 
On  the  bth  the  outer  defense  of  Cbapultepec  was  Buccesdfuil/ 
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stormed  by  General  Worth,  though  he  lost  one-fourth  of  his  men 
in  the  desperate  struggle.  The  castle  of  Ohapul  tepee,  situated  on 
«n  abrupt  and  rod^  eminenee,  160  feet  above  the  surrounding 
•eonntry,  presented  a  moat  formidable  ohjeot  of  attack.  On  the 
13th,  however,  the  batteries  were  opened  against  it,  and  on  the 
ueztday  the  citadel  wascarried  bj  etorm.  The  Mexicans  still  strag* 
gled  along  the  great  causeway  leading  to  the  city,  as  the  Americans 
4Mlvanced,  but  before  nightfal  a  part  of  our  army  was  within  the 
gates  of  the  city.  Sauta  Anna  and  the  officers  of  the  Government 
fled,  and  the  next  morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  the  flag  of  the  Ameri- 
cans floated  from  the  national  palace  of  Mexico.  This  conf|ue3t  of 
the  capital  was  the  great  and  final  achievement  of  the  war.  The 
Mexican  republic  was  in  fact  prostrate,  hor  sea-coast  and  chief 
<5itie8  being  in  the  occupation  of  our  tr()<»j>s.  On  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1848,  terms  of  peace  were  agreed  nt^m  bv  the  American 
■commissioner  and  the  Mexican  (iovermnenL,  tliis  treaty  being  rati- 
fied by  the  Mexican  Congress  on  the  30th  ot  May  following,  and 
by  the  United  States  soon  after.  FMdent  Polk  proclaimed  peace 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1848.  In  the  preceding  sketch  we  have  given 
■on^  a  mere  outline  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  We  hare  necessarily 
passed  over  many  interesting  events,  and  have  not  even  named 
many  of  our  soldiers  who  performed  gallant  and  important  ser- 
vices. General  Taylor's  successful  operations^in  the  region  of  the 
Hio  Grande  were  duly  honored  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
by  bestowing  upon  him  tlie  Presidency.  General  Scott^s  campaign, 
from  the  attsdc  on  Vera  (/ruz,  to  the  surrender  of  the  city  of 
Mexico,  was  far  more  remarkable,  and,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
must  be  considered  a>  Olio  of  the  most  brilliant  of  tnodern  times.  It 
is  true  the  Mexicans  are  not  to  be  ranked  with  the  i^reat  nations  of 
the  earth;  with  a  population  of  seven  or  eight  millions,  they  have 
little  more  than  a  million  of  the  white  race,  the  rest  bcin!>'  half-civ- 
ilized Indians  and  mestizos,  that  is,  those  of  mixed  blood.  Their 
government  is  inefficient,  and  the  people  divided  among  them- 
selves. Their  soldiers  often  fought  bravely,  but  tliey  were  badly 
officered.  While,  therefore,  we  may  consider  the  conquest  of  so 
extensive  and  populous  a  country,  in  so  short  a  time,  and  attended 
with  sneh  constant  superiority  even  to  the  greater  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  ^is  highly  gratifying  evidence  of  the  courage  and  capacity 
of  our  army,  still  we  must  not,  in  judging  of  our  achievements,  fail 
to  consider  the  real  weakness  of  the  nation  whom  we  vanquished. 
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One  thing  we  may  oerfadnlj  dwell  apoQ  with  satisfaction — ^the  ad^ 
mirable  example,  not  only  as  a  soldier,  bntaa  a  man,  set  bj  our  com- 
mander, Gen.  Scott,  who  seems,  in  the  midst  of  war  and  the  ordinary 
license  of  the  camp,  always  to  have  preserved  tlie  Tirtne^  kindness,, 
and  humanity  belonging  to  a  stiite  of  peace.  These  qualities 
secured  to  him  the  respect,  confidence  and  good-will  even  of  the 
enemy  ho  had  conquered.  Among  the  Generals  who  effectually^ 
aided  Qeneral  Scott  in  this  remarkable  campaign,  we  must  not 
omit  to  mention  the  names  of  Generals  "Wool,  Twiggs,  Shields^ 
Worth,  Smith,  and  Quitman,  who  generally  added  to  the  higii 
qualities  of  soldiers  the  still  more  estimable  characteristics  of 
good  men.  Tlie  treaty  of  GuadaUipe-IIidalgo  stipulated  that  tlie 
disputed  territory  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  should 
belong  to  the  United  States,  and  it  now  forms  a  part  of  Texas,  as 
has  been  already  stated;  that  the  United  States  should  assume  and 
pay  the  debts  due  from  Mexico  to  American  citizens,  to  the  amount 
of  $3,500,000;  and  that,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $15,000,000 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  the  latter  should 
relinqnish  to  the  former  the  whole  of  Hew  Mexico  and  Upper 
California. 

The  soldiers  of  Indiana  who  served  in  this  war  were  formed  into- 
five  r^ments  of  volunteers,  numbered  respectively,  1st,  9d,  8rd> 
4th  and  5th.  l^e  fiwt  that  companies  of  the  three  first-named  reg- 
iments served  at  times  with  the  men  of  Illinois,  the  New  York 
volunteers,  the  Palmettos  of  South  Carolina,  and  United  States 
marines,  under  Gen.  James  Shields,  makes  for  them  a  history;  be- 
canse  the  campaigns  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Ohihualma,  the  siege 
of  Vera  Cruz,  tlio  desperate  encounter  at  Cerro  Gordo,  the  tragic 
contests  in  the  valley,  at  Contreras  and  Churubusco,  the  storming: 
of  Chapultepec,  and  the  ])lanting  of  the  stars  and  stripes  upoik 
every  turret  and  spire  within  the  conquered  city  of  Mexico,  were 
all  carried  out  by  the  gallant  troops  under  the  favorite  old  Greneral,. 
and  consequently  each  of  them  shared  with  him  in  the  glories  at- 
tached to  such  exploits.  The  other  regiments  under  Cols.  Gorman 
and  Lane  participated  in  the  contests  of  the  period  under  other  com- 
manders. The  4th  Regiment  of  Indiana  Yolanteers,  comprising 
ten  companies,  was  formally  organized  at  JeflbraonTille,  Indiana^ 
by  Capt.  R  C.  Gatlin,  June  15,  1847,  and  on  the  16th  elected 
Major  Willis  A.  Gorman,  of  the  8rd  Regiment,  to  the  Colonelcy; 
Ebenezer  Bnmont,  Lieutenant-Colonel«  and  W.  McOoy,  Major.  On 
tlic  27t1i  of  June  the  regiment  left  Jeffersonville  for  the  front,  and 
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BDbseqnently  wna  assigne*!  to  l>rigii(lier-(Teiieral  Lane's  command^ 
which  then  comprised  a  battery  ot  five  j)ieees  from  the  3rd  Ilegi- 
ment  U.  S.  Artillery;  a  battery  of  two  pieces  from  the  2nd  Kciri  incut 
U.  S.  llrtillery,  tlic4th  ilegimeut  ol  Indiana  Volunteers  and  the  ilk 
Begiment  of  Obio^  with  a  squadron  of  moanted  Louisianians  and 
detachments  of  recrnits  for  the  U.  S.  army.  The  troops  of  fhia- 
brigade  won  signal  honors  at  Pkaso  de  Ovegas,  Aognst  10,  1847; 
National  Bridge,  on  the  Ifith;  Oerro  Gordo,  on  the  15th;  Las  Ani- 
mas, on  the  19th,  under  Maj.  F.  T.  Lally,  of  General  Lane^s  staff,. 
,  and  afterward  under  Lane,  direotlj,  took  a  very  prominent  part  in 
the  siege  of  Puebla,  which  began  on  the  loth  of  September  and 
terminated  on  the  12th  of  October.  At  Atlixco,  October  19th; 
Tlascala,  November  10th;  Matamoras  and  Pass  Galajara,  Novem- 
ber 23rd  and  24th;  Guerrilla  Riinche,  December  oth;  Napaloucan^ 
December  10th,  the  Indiana  volunteers  of  the  4th  Regiment  per- 
formed gallant  service,  and  carried  the  campaign  into  the  following 
year,  representing  their  State  at  St.  Martin's,  February  27,  1848; 
Caiolola,  Haroh  26th;  Mataoordera,  Febroary  19th;  Sequalteplan, 
Febmary  35th;  and  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities  reported  at 
Hadiaon,  Indiana,  for  discharge,  Jnly  11, 1848;  while  the  6th  In- 
diana Begiment,  under  OoL  J.  H.  Lane,  underwent  a  similar  ronnd 
of  duty  during  its  service  with  other  brigades,  and  gained  some 
celebrity  at  Vera  Cruz,  Churubusco  and  with  the  troops  of  Illinoia 
under  Gen.  Shields  at  Chapnltepec. 

This  war  cost  the  people  of  the  United  States  sixty-six  millions 
of  dollars.  This  very  large  amount  was  not  paid  away  for  the  at- 
tainment of  mere  glory;  there  was  something  else  at  stake,  and 
this  something  proved  to  be  a  country  larger  and  mure  fertile  than 
the  Fkance  of  tiie  Napoleons,  and  more  steady  and  sensible  than 
the  France  of  the  Bepnblic.  It  was  the  defense  of  the  great  Lone 
Star  State,  the  hnmilialaoii  and  efaastisement  of  a  qnamlsome 
nei^bor. 
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We  have  already  referred  to  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the 
2^  orth western  Territory,  and  Indiana  Territory  by  the  ordinance  of 
1787;  to  theimperfeetion  in  the  ezeootioB  of  tiitt  ordinuioeand  the 
troublee  which  the  Bothoritiee  enooanterad;  and  the  eomplete  esteb- 
liBhment  of  the  prinoiplee  of  freedom  on  the  organimtion  of  the  State. 
The  next  item  of  signifieanoe  in  this  oonneotion  is  the  following  lan- 
guage in  the  message  of  Gov.  Bay  to  the  Legislature  of  18  28 :  "  Si  nee 
onr  last  separation,  while  we  have  witnessed  witli  anxiooa  solioitade 
the  belligerent  operations  of  another  lieraisphere,  the  cross  contend- 
ing a^jairiBt  the  crescent,  and  the  ]>ro8pect  of  a  general  rupture  among 
the  legitimates  of  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  our  attention  has 
been  arrested  by  proceedings  in  our  own  country  truly  dangerous 
to  liberty,  seriously  premeditated,  and  disgraceful  to  its  authors 
if  agitated  only  to  tamper  with  the  American  people.  If  such  ex- 
periments as  we  see  attempted  in  certain  deluded  quarters  do  not 
fall  with  a  burst  of  thunder  upon  the  heads  of  their  seditious  pro- 
jisetors,  then  indeed  the  Bepnblie  has  begun  to  experience  the  dajs 
of  its  degeneraey.  The  union  of  these  States  is  the  people's  only 
snre  charter  for  their  liberties  and  independence.  Dissolve  it  and 
each  State  will  soon  be  in  a  condition  as  deplorable  as  Alexander's 
conquered  countries  after  they  were  divided  amongst  his  yictorions 
military  captains." 

In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  tlie  Legislature  of  1850,  a 
block  of  native  marble  was  procured  and  forwarded  to  Washington, 
to  be  placed  in  the  monument  then  in  the  course  of  erection  at  the 
National  Capital  iu  memory  of  George  Washington.  In  the 
absence  of  any  legislative  instruction  eonceminfl^  the  inscription 
upon  this  emblem  of  Indiana's  loyalty,  Gov.  Wright  ordered  the 
following  words  to  be  inscribed  upon  it:  Indiana  Knows  No 
HoBTH,  Ko  South,  NormMO  but  thx  Unoir.  Within  a  doaen 
yean  thereafter  this  noble  State  demonstrated  to  the  world  her  loy- 
alty to  the  Union  and  the  principles  of  freedom  by  the  sacrifice  of 
blood  and  treasure  which  she  made.  In  keeping  with  this  senti- 
mont  Gov.  Wright  indorsed  the  compromise  measures  of  Congress 
on  the  slavery  question,  remarking  in  his  message  that  "  Indiana 
takes  her  stand  in  the  ranks,  not  of  Southern  destiny,  nor  yet  of 
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Nortliern  degtiny:  she  plants  herself  on  the  basis  of  tlie  Oonsti- 
ttttion  and  takes  her  staud  in  the  ranka  of  American  destiny.*' 

nfTEBNTn  AMBNDMBMT. 

At  the  session  of  the  Lco^islature  in  Jaiuiarv,  1869,  the  subject 
of  ratifying  thetittecnth  Huicndinent  to  the  Federal  Constitution^ 
allowing  negro  suffrage,  came  up  with  such  persistency  that  neither 
party  dared  to  undertake  anj  other  business  lest  it  be  checkmated 
in  some  way,  and  being  at  a  dead  loek  on  this  matter,  tbejr  adjourn- 
ed in  Harch  without  having  done  mndh  important  business.  The 
Demoerate,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  conservative  Bepnblicans^ 
opposed  its  consideration  strongly  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
nn&ir  to  vote  on  the  question  until  the  people  of  the  State  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  at  the  polls;  but  most  of 
the  BepnblieanB  resolved  to  push  the  measure  through,  while  the: 
Democrats  resolved  to  resiirn  in  a  body  and  leave  the  Legislaturt^ 
without  a  quorum.  Accordingly,  on  March  4»  17  Senators  and  3& 
Representatives  resigned,  leaving  both  houses  without  a  quorum. 

As  the  early  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  left  the  benevolent 
institutions  of  the  State  unprovided  for,  the  Governor  convened, 
that  body  in  extra  session  as  soon  as  possible,  and  after  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  were  made,  on  tlie  19th  of  May  the  tilteenth 
amendment  came  up;  but  in  anticipation  of  this  the  Democmtic: 
members  had  all  resigned  and  claimed  that  there  was  no  quorun* 
present  There  was  a  quorum,  however,  of  Senators  in  office, 
though  some  of  them  refused  to  vote,  declaring  that  they  were  no- 
longer  Senators:  but  the  president  of  that  body  decided  that  as  he 
had  not  been  informed  of  their  resignation  by  the  Governor,  they 
were  still  members.  A  vote  was  taken  and  the  ratifying  resolution 
was  adopted.  When  the  resolution  came  up  in  the  House,  the; 
chair  decided  that,  although  the  Demooratio  members  had  resigned^ 
there  was  a  quorum  of  the  defaato  members  present,  and  the. 
House  proceeded  to  pass  ttie  resolution.  This  decision  of  thediair- 
was  afterward  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

At  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  1871,  the 
Democrats  undertook  to  repeal  the  ratification,  and  the  Republican 
members  resis^ned  to  prevent  it.  The  Democrats,  as  the  Republi- 
cans did  on  the  previous  occasion,  proceeded  to  pass  their  resolu- 
tion of  repeal;  but  while  the  process  was  under  way,  before  the 
House  Committee  had  time  to  report  on  the  matter,  34  Repubhcan, 
meml>ers  resigned,  thereby  preventing  its  passage  and.  putting 
stop  to  farther  legislation. 
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INDIANA  IN  THE  WAR. 

Tlic  events  of  the  earlier  ynars  of  this  State  liave  hoen  reviewe(? 
down  to  that  period  lu  tlie  natiuir  s  history  wlien  the  Kepublic  de- 
manded a  first  sacrifice  from  tlic  newly  erected  States;  to  the  time 
when  the  very  nfety  of  the  glorious  heritage,  bequeathed  by  the 
&then  as  a  rich  legacy,  was  threatened  with  a  &le  worse  than  death 
— a  life  nnder  Uws  that  harbored  the  shive^a  dyil  defiance  of  the 
first  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

Indiana  was  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  snmmons  of  patri> 
e^m,and  register  itself  on  the  national  roll  ot  honor,  even  as  she 
was  amonjT  the  first  to  join  in  that  song  of  joy  whicli  f^rceted  a  Re- 
public made  doubly  glorious  within  a  century  by  the  dual  victory 
wliich  won  lihrrty  for  itself,  and  next  bestowed  the  precious  boon 
upon  the  colored  slave. 

The  lull  of  Fort  Sumter  was  a  signal  for  the  uprising  of  the  State. 
The  news  of  the  calamity  was  flashed  to  Indianapolis  on  the  14rth  of 
April,  1861,  andeariy  the  next  morning  the  electric  wire  brought 
the  welcome  message  to  Washington: —  - 

BiscirriTE  0epartkent  of  Indiana,  ) 

iNDiANAroLis,  April  15,  1861.  J 

To  Abraham  Lincoui,  Preixdent  of  "a  United  6tutw. — On  behalf  of  the  State 
hf  iDdiana,  I  tender  to  you  fur  the  ilrrcnse  of  the  Nation,  and  to  uphold  the  au* 
Ihority  of  the  Qovemmeiit,  ten  thousand  men. 

OLIVER  P.  MORTON, 

Governor  of  Indiana.  • 

Thi?  may  be  considered  the  first  official  act  of  Governi>r  ^forton, 
who  had  just  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  exulted  position.  The 
State  was  in  an  almost  heipless  condition,  and  yet  the  faith  of  the 
**  War  Governor  "  was  proj^hctic,  when,  after  a  short  consultation 
with  the  meml>ers  of  the  Executive  Council,  he  relied  on  the  lideiity 
ef  ten  thousand  men  and  promised  their  services  to  the  Protectorate 
at  Washington.  This  will  be  more  apparent  when  tiie  military 
condition  of  the  Btate  at  the  beginning  of  1861  is  considered.  At 
that  time  the  armoriea  contained  less  than  five  hundred  stand  of 
serviceable  small  arms,  eight  pieces  of  cannon  which  might  be  use- 
tul  in  a  museum  of  antiquities,  with  sundry  weapons  which  wonld 
merely  do  credit  to  the  al)(»ri^;ines  of  one  hundred  years  ago.  The 
tnaucial  condition  of  the  State  was  even  worse  than  the  military. 
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The  sum  of  $10,868.58  in  trust  fonds  was  the  amount  of  oa«h  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  this  waSy  to  all  intents  and  ]>ui-]tt>8es 
unavailable  to  meet  the  emergency,  since  it  could  not  be  devoted 
to  tlie  military  reqnircTnentsi  (»f  the  day.  Tliis  state  of  affairs  was 
dispiriting  in  the  extreme,  and  would  doubtless  have  militated 
against  the  ultimate  success  of  any  other  man  than  Morton;  yet 
he  overleaped  every  difficulty,  nor  did  the  fearful  realization  of 
Floyd's  treason,  discovered  during  his  visit  to  Washington,  damp 
his  indomitable  courage  and  energy,  but  with  rare  persistence,  he 
urged  the  olaims  of  his  State,  and  for  his  exertions  was  requited 
with  an  order  for  five  thousand  muskets.  The  order  was  not  exe- 
cuted until  hostOities  wereaetnally  entered  upon,  andconseqnentlj 
for  some  days  succeeding  the  publication  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation the  people  labored  ander  a  feeling  of  terrible  anxiety  min- 
gled with  uncertainty,  amid  the  confusion  which  followed  the  crim- 
inal negligence  that  permitted  the  disbandinent  of  the  magnificent 
corps  <r  armce  (51,000  men)  of  1832  two  years  later  in  1834,  Great 
numbers  of  the  people  maintained  their  equanamity  with  the  result 
of  beholding  within  a  brief  space  of  time  every  square  mile  of  their 
State  represented  by  soldiers  prepared  to  fight  to  the  bitter  end  is 
defmse  of  eherished  institutions,  and  for  the  estenrion  of  the  prin* 
dple  of  human  liberty  to  all  States  and  etassea  within  the  limite  of 
the  threatened  Union.  Tliis,  their  seal,  was  not  animated  by  hos- 
tility to  the  slave  holders  of  the  Southern  States,  but  rather  by  a 
fraternal  spirit,  akin  to  that  which  urfiies  the  eldest  brother  to  cor- 
rect the  persistent  follies  of  his  juniors,  and  thus  lead  them  from 
crime  to  the  maintenance  of  family  honor;  in  this  correction,  to 
draw  them  away  from  all  that  was  cruel,  diabolical  and  inhuman  in 
the  Republic,  to  all  that  is  gentle,  holy  and  sublime  therein.  Many 
of  the  raw  troops  were  not  only  unimated  by  a  patriotic  feeling, 
but  also  by  that  beautiful  idealization  of  the  poet,  who  in  iiis  un- 
conscious Republicanism,  said: 

**  I  would  not  have  a  slave  to  till  my  ground. 
To  cany  me,  to  fan  me  while  I  sleep. 

And  tremble  when  I  wake,  for  all  the  wealth 
That  sinews  iMnifjlit  anil  sold  havo  over  eiirned 
No:  dear  as  rrmlum  \% — and,  in  my  heart's 
Jwt  estimation,  prized  above  all  prices 

I  had  much  rather  be* myself  the  slave, 

And  wear  the  bonds,  thjtu  fastcu  them  ou  him." 

Thus  nniinatod.  it  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise  to  find  the  first 
call  to  arms  issued  by  tho  President,  and  calling  for  75,000  men, 
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answered  noblj  by  the  people  of  Indiana.  The  qaota  of  troops  to 
te  fornifihed  hj  the  State'on  the  first  call  was  4,683  men  for  throe 
jears'  service  from  April  15, 1860.  On  the  16th  of  April,  Ghov- 
«rnor  Morton  issued  his  prochimation  calling  on  all  eitisens  of  the 
State,  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  Republic  at  heart,  to  organize 
themselves  into  six  regiments  in  defense  of  tiieir  rights,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  varied  acts  of  reliellion,  charged  by  him  against 
the  Southern  Confederates.  To  this  end,  the  Hon.  Lewis  Wallace, 
a  soldier  of  the  Mexican  campaign  wa8ap|>ointed  Adjntant-Genernl, 
Col.  Thutnas  A.  Morris  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy, 
•Qiiarterinaster-General,  and  Isaiah  Maiisiir,  a  merchant  of  Indian- 
apolis, Commissary-General.  These  general  officers  converted  the 
2;rounds  and  buildings  of  the  State  Board  of  Af^ricnlture  into  a 
military  headquarters,  and  designated  the  position  Camp  Morton, 
«8  the  beginning  of  the  many  honors  which  were  to  follow  the  pop- 
ular Qovernor  throughout  his  fhture  career.  Now  the  people,  im- 
bued with  confidence  in  their  Government  and  leaders,  rose  to  the 
]^ndeur  of  American  freemen,  and  with  an  enthnsiasm  never 
equaled  hitherto,  flocked  to  the  staodarJ  of  the  nation;  bo  that 
^thin  a  few  days  (19th  April)  2,400  men  were  ranked  beneatli 
their  regimental  banners,  until  as  the  official  report  testifies,  the 
^zioDs  question,  passing  from  moutii  to  month,  was,  Which  of 
-08  will  be  allowed  to  go?  It  seemed  as  if  Indiana  was  abont  to 
jnonopolize  the  honors  of  the  period,  and  plaqe  the  75,000  men 
demanded  of  the  Union  by  the  President,  at  his  disposition.  Even 
now  under  the  genial  sway  of  guaranteed  peace,  the  features  of 
Indiana's  veterans  flush  with  righteous  pride  when  these  days— re- 
membrances of  heroic  sacrifice — are  named,  and  freemen,  still  un- 
hoTUy  will  read  their  history  only  to  be  blessed  and  glorified  in  the 
possession  of  such  truly,  noble  progenitors.  Nor  were  the  ladies 
of  the  State  unmindful  of  their  duties.  Everywhere  they  partook 
■of  the  general  enthusiasm,  and  made  it  practical  so  far  as  in  their 
power,  by  embroidering  and  presenting  standards  and  regimental 
<solor8,  organizing  aid  and  relief  societies,  and  by  many  other  acts 
of  patriotism  and  hnmanity  inherent  in  the  high  nature  of  woman. 

During  the  days  set  apart  by  the  military  authorities  for  the  or^ 
ganization  of  the  regiments,  the  fiuanciers  of  the  State  were  en- 
gaged in  the  reception  of  munificent  grants  of  money  from  pri> 
▼ate  citizens,  while  the  money  merchants  within  and  without  the 
State  ofiered  large  loans  to  tlie  recognized  Legislature  withont  even 
imposing  a  condition  of  payment.   This  most  practical  generosity 
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Strengthened  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  within  a  very  few  days 
Indiana  had  passed  the  crucial  test,  recovered  some  of  her  militarj 
prestige  lost  iu  1S34,  and  so  was  prepared  to  vie  with  the  other 
and  wealthier  States  in  making  aaorifioea  for  the  pnUio  waUhre. 

On  the  90th  of  April,  Messrs,  I.  a  Dobbs  and  Alria  D.  Gall  re- 
oeived  iheir  appointments  as  Medical  Inspeetora  of  the  Division, 
while  Migor  T.  J.  Wood  arrived  at  headquarters  from  Washington 
to  reemve  the  newljr  organized  regiments  into  the  service  of  the 
Union.  At  the  moment  tliis  formal  proceeding  took  place,  Morton, 
unablo  to  restrain  the  patriotic  ardor  of  the  people,  telegraphed  to 
the  capitol  that  he  could  place  six  regiments  of  infantry  at  the  dis- 
posal of  tlie  General  Government  within  six  days,  if  such  a  pro- 
ceeding were  iircej^table;  but  in  coiise(|nence  of  the  wires  being  cut 
between  tiie  State  and  Federal  capitols,  no  answer  came.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  little  doubt  which  may  have  had  existence  in  re- 
gard to  future  action  in  the  matter  and  in  the  absenoe  of  general 
orders,  he  gave  expression  to  an  intention  of  placing  thevolnntettt 
in  camp,  and  in  his  messsge  to  the  Legislature,  who  assembled  three 
days  later,  he  elearlj  laid  down  the  prineiple  of  immediate  action 
and  strong  mr  :isure8,  recommending  a  note  of  $1,000,000  for  there- 
organ  ization  of  the  volunteers,  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and  supplies, 
and  for  the  pnnishinent  of  treason.  The  mossa^  was  received  most 
enthusiastically.  The  assembly  recognized  the  great  points  made 
by  the  Governor,  and  not  only  yielded  to  them  in  totOy  but  also  made 
the  following  grand  appropriations: 


General  military  purpOMB  $1,000,000 

Purchase  of  arms  600,000 

OmtiDffent  miUtary  expenses  ^100^000 

OisaniBKtioa  aad  mpport  of  militia  for  tiroyesn  14UV00O 


These  appropriations,  together  with  the  laws  enacted  during  the 
session  of  the  Assembly,  speak  for  the  men  of  Indiana.  The  celerity 
with  which  these  laws  were  put  in  force,  thediligince  and  economy 
exercised  by  the  offioers,  entrusted  with  their  administration,  and 
that  systematic  genins,  nnder  which  all  the  machinery  of  Govern, 
ment  seemed  to  work  in  harmony, — all,  all,  tended  to  make  for  the 
State  a  ppring-time  of  noble  deeds,  when  seeds  might  be  cast  along 
her  fertile  fields  and  in  the  streets  of  her  villages  of  industry  to 
grow  up  at  once  and  blossom  in  the  ray  of  fame,  and  after  to  bloom 
throughout  the  ages.  Within  three  days  after  the  opening  of  the 
extra  session  of  the  Legislature  (27th  April)  six  new  regiments  were 
organized,  and  commissioned  for  three  months' service.  These  reg- 
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imentg.  iiotwitlit:randing  the  fact  that  tlie  first  six  re<i;i ments  were 
already  mustered  into  the  general  service,  were  kiiowu  as  "Tiie 
First  Brigade,  Indiana  Volunteers,"  and  with  the  simple  object  of 
making  the  way  of  the  future  stndent  of  a  brilliant  history  dear^ 
were  nombered  respectively 

Sixth  Begiment,  commanded  by  Col.  T.  T.  CrittODden. 
fieventh  <'  **  <V      Ebenesar  Damont. 

Eighth    «*  «  «  «  W.  P.  Benton. 

Ninth      «•  «*  "   "    P..  TI.  Milroy. 

Tenth      "  **  "    "    T.  T.  Reynolds. 

Elemth  "  «*  «  •*  Lewis  Wallace. 

The  idea  of  these  nombers  was  suggested  by  the  fact  that  the 
military  representation  of  Indiana  in  the  Mexican  Campaign  was 
one  brigade  of  five  regiments,  and  to  obR«'rve  consecutiveness  the 
regiments  comprised  in  the  first  division  of  volunteers  were  thus 
numbered,  and  tiie  entire  force  placed  under  Brigadier  General  T. 
A.  Morris,  with  the  following  staflf:  John  Love,  Majorj  Cyrus  C« 
Hincs,  Aid-de-cauip;  and  J.  A.  Stein,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
To  follow  the  fbrtnnes  <^  these  volanteers  through'  all  the  vicisri- 
tndes  of  war  would  prove  a  special  work ;  yet  their  valor  and  endur- 
ance during  their  first  term  of  service  deserved  a  notice  of  even  more 
value  than  that  of  the  historian,  since  a  commander*s  opimon  has 
to  be  taken  as  the  basis  upon  which  the  chronicler  may  expatiate. 
Therefore  the  following  dispatch,  dated  from  tlie  headquarters  of  the 
Army  of  Occupation,  Beverly  Camp,  W.  Virginia,  July  21,  1861, 
must  be  taken  as  one  of  the  first  evidences  of  their  utility  and 
valor: — 


**QovB«OB  O.  p.  UoBTOV,  IndimapHi$t 

Governor:— I  have  directed  the  three  months'  regiments  from  Indiana  to 
move  to  Indianapolis,  there  to  be  mustered  out  and  reorganized  fas  Uuee  years* 
service. 

I  caniiot  permit  tiiem  to  Tetam  to  yon  wUhool  again  exprewing  mj  high 

appreciation  of  the  distinguished  ^alor  and  endurance  of  the  Indiana  troops,  and 
my  hope  that  but  a  short  time  will  elapae  before  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
that  they  are  again  ready  for  the  Held. 

I  am,  veiy  nq»eetAilly,  yom  obedient  wrrant, 

Oboroe  B.  McClkllan, 
Mqfor-OmmU,  U.  8.  A, 

On  the  retoni  of  the  troops  to  Indianapolis,  J uly  29,  Brigadier 
Morris  iaaned  a  lengthy,  logical  and  well-deaervod  congratulatory 
address,  from  which  one  paragraph  may  be  extracted  to  eharaoteriae 
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the  whole.  After  passing  a  gl(t\ving  eulogium  on  their  military 
qnaiities  and  on  that  nuexcelled  gallantry  displajbd  at  Laurel  Hill, 
Phillipi  and  Carriok's  Ford,  lie  says: — 

"  Soldiers!  You  have  now  returned  to  the  friends  whoee  prayers  went  with  joa 
to  the  field  of  •trife.  The^  welcome  you  with  pride  and  ezultstioa.  Tonr  State 
and  country  acknowledge  the  value  of  yoar  labors.  May  your  future  career  be  as 
yoar  past  has  hem,!— honorable  to  yoonelves  and  serviceable  to  your  country.'* 

The  six  regiments  forming  Morris^  brigade,  together  with  one 
composed  of  the  surplna  volunteers,  for  whom  there  was  no  regi- 
ment in  April,  now  formed  a  division  of  seven  regiments,  all  reor- 
ganiztMl  fur  three  years'  service,  between  the  20th  August  and  20th 
September,  with  the  exce|)ti()n  of  the  new  or  12th,  whicli  was  ac- 
cepted for  one  year's  service  from  May  llth,  under  command  of 
Colonel  John  M.  Wallace,  and  reorganized  May  17,  1802,  for  three 
years'  service  under  Col.  W.  H.  Link,  wlio,  with  172  officers  and 
men,  received  their  mortal  woonda  during  the  Richmond  (Ken- 
taoky)  engagement,  three  months  after  its  reorganiaation. 

The  18tb  BaomxiiT,  under  Ool.  Jeremiah  Snllivan,  was  mns* 
tared  into  the  United  States  in  1861  and  joined  Gen.  If  eOIellan'a 
oommand  at  Bich  Mountain  on  the  10th  July.  The  day  following  it 
was  present  under  Gen.  Bosracrans  and  lost  eight  men  killed;  three 
successive  days  it  was  engaged  under  Gren.  I.  I.  Reynolds,  and  won 
its  laurels  at  Cheat  ISfonnt.nin  summit,  where  it  participated  in  the 
decisive  victory  o\  er  Gen.  Lee. 

The  lirii  Reoimf-xt,  organized  in  1861  for  one  year's  service,  and 
reorganized  on  the  7th  of  JuneatTerre  Haute  fur  three  years'  ser. 
vice.  Commanded  by  Col.  Kimball  and  showing  a  muster  roll  of 
1,184  men,  it  was  one  of  the  flncst»  as  it  was  the  first,  three  years* 
legiment  organised  in  the  Stete,  with  varying  fortunes  attsched  to 
ito  nerer  ending  round  of  duty  from  Olieat  Mountain,  September, 
1861,  to  Morten's  Ford  in  1864,  and  during  the  movement  South  in 
May  of  that  year  to  the  last  of  ite  labors,  the  battle  of  Oold  Har- 
bor. 

The  15th  Regiment,  reorganized  at  La  Fayette  14th  June,  1861, 
under  Col.  G.  D.  ^Vagner,  moved  on  Rich  Mountain  on  the  llth 
of  July  in  time  to  participate  in  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  promotion  of  Col.  Wagner,  Lieutenant-Col.  G.  A.  Wood 
became  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  November,  1S62,  and  during  the 
iirst  days  of  January,  1863,  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  severe 
action  of  Stone  River.  From  this  period  down  to  the  battle  of  Mis- 
sion Ridge  it  wss  in  a  series  of  destructive  engagements,  and  was. 
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after  enduring  terrible  hardships,  ordered  to  Chattanooga,  and 
thence  to  Indianapolis,  where  it  was  mustered  out  the  l?^th  June, 
1864, — four  days  after  tlie  expiration  of  its  term  of  service. 

The  16th  I^imbnt,  or/^nized  under  Col.  P.  A.  Hackleman  at 
iffiiohittoiid  for  one  jeer's  sernce,  efter  pertidpeting  in  menj  minor 
military  events,  vas  mnetered  ont  at  Washington,  D.O.,  on  tiie  14th 
of  May,  1862.  OoL  Hackleman  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Inks, 
and  Lientenani-Col.  Thomas  I.  Lnoas  sncoeeded  to  the  command. 
It  was  reorganized  at  Indianapolis  for  th:  ee  years*  service^  Maj  27, 
1862,  and  took  a  coiispionous  part  in  all  the  brilliant  engagcinents 
of  the  war  down  to  June,  1865,  when  it  was  mustered  out  at  New 
Orleans.  The  survivors,  numbering  365  rank  and  file,  returned  to 
Indianapolis  the  10th  of  July  amid  the  rejoicing  of  the  populace. 

The  17th  Reoimknt  was  mustered  into  service  at  Indianapolis 
the  12th  of  June,  1861,  for  three  years,  under  Col.  Hascall,  who 
on  being  promoted  Brigadier  General  in  March,  1862,  left  the 
Oolonelcy  to  deyolve  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  T.  Wilder.  This 
regiment  participated  in  the  many  exploits  of  Gen.  Reynold's  army 
from  Green  Brier  in  1862,  to  Haoon  in  1865,  under  Gen.  Wilson. 
Eetuming  to  Indianapolis  the  16th  of  Angost,  in  possession  of  a 
brilliant  record,  the  regiment  was  disbanded. 

The  18th  Reoiment,  nnder  Colonel  Tliomas  Pattison,  was  organ- 
ized at  Indianapolis,  and  mustered  into  service  on  the  16th  of 
August,  1861.  TJndnr  (ten.  Pope  it  gained  some  distinction  at 
Blackwater,  and  succeeded  in  retaining  a  reputation  made  there, 
by  its  gallantry  at  Pea  Ridge,  February,  1862,  down  to  the  moment 
when  it  planted  the  regimental  fiag  on  the  arsenal  of  Augusta, 
Georgia,  where  it  was  disbanded  August  28,  1865. 

Thel9rB  BiGU»irr,  mastered  into  three  years'  servioe  at  the 
State  capital  Jnly  29, 1861»  was  ordered  to  join  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  reported  its  arrival  at  Washington,  Angnst  9.  Two 
days  later  it  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lewinsville,  nnder  Oolonel 
Solomon  Meredith.  Occupying  Falls  Church  in  September,  1861, 
it  continued  to  maintain  a  most  enviable  place  of  honor  on  the 
military  roll  until  its  consolidation  with  the  20th  Regiment, Oct^»ber, 
1864,  under  Colonel  William  Orr,  formerly  its  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

The  2(iTH  Rkoiment  of  L.i  Favette  was  organized  in  July,  1861,  ' 
mustered  into  three  years'  service  at  Indianapolis  on  the  22d  of  the 
earae  month,  aud  reached  the  front  at  Cockeysville,  Maryland, 
twelve  days  later.  Throughout  ai2  its  brilliant  actions  from  Hat- 
teras  Bank,  on  the  4th  of  October,  to  Clover  Hill,  9th  of  April,  1865, 
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iiiclutling  the  saving  of  the  United  States  ship  Congref^ft,  at  New- 
j>ort  News,  it  added  daily  some  new  name  to  its  escutcheon.  Tliis 
rejjiment  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville  in  July,  1865,  and  return- 
in:^  to  Indianapolis  was  welcomed  by  the  great  war  Governor  of 
tiieir  State. 

The  2l8T  Keoiment  was  mustered  into  service  under  Colonel  I. 
McHBlIan,  July  24, 1S61,  and  re])orted  at  the  front  the  third 
day  of  August.  It  was  the  first  legiment  to  enter  New  Orleans. 
The  fortunes  of  this  regiment  were  as  ▼aried  as  its  serrioes,  so  that 
its  name  and  fiuue^  grown  from  tho  blood  shed  by  its  members,  are 
destined  to 'live  and  flourish.  In  December,  1863,  the  regiment 
was  reorganised,  and  on  the  19th  February,  1864,  many  of  its 
veterans  returned  to  their  Stjite,  wiiere  ^lorton  received  them  witli 
that  spirit  of  proud  gratitude  which  he  was  capable  of  showing  to 
those  M'ho  deserve  honor  lor  lienors  won. 

The  22r>  Rk(;imknt,  under  Colonel  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  left  Indian- 
apolis the  loth  of  August,  and  was  attached  to  Freaiout's  Corps  at 
St.  Louis  on  the  17th.  From  the  day  it  moved  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Mnlligan  at  Lexington,  to  the  last  Tietory,  won  under 
General  Sherman  at  Bentonville^  on  the  19th  of  Mareh,  1865,  it 
gained  a  high  military  repntation.  After  the  tail  of  Johnston's 
southern  army,  this  regiment  was  mustered  ont,  and  arrived  at 
Indianapolis  on  the  16th  June. 

The  23d  Battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  W.  L.  Sanderson, 
was  mustered  in  at  New  Albany,  the  29th  July,  1861,  and  moved 
to  the  front  early  in  August.  From  its  unfortunate  marine  ex- 
periences before  F<irt  Ilenry  to  Beutonvllle  it  won  unusual  honors, 
and  after  its  disbandmeut  at  Louisville,  returned  to  Indianapolis 
July  24,  1866,  where  Governor  Morton  and  General  Sherman 
reviewed  and  complimented  the  galluit  survivors. 

The  94XH  Battauov,  under  Ck>lonel  Alvin  P.  Hovey,  was 
mustered  at  V^inoennes  the  81st  of  July,  1861.  Ph>ceeding  imme- 
diately to  the  liront  it  joined  Fremont's  eommand,  and  participated 
under  many  Generals  in  important  afiairs  daring  the  war.  Three 
hundred  and  ten  men  and  officers  returned  to  their  State  in  August, 
1865,  and  were  reeeived  with  marked  honors  by  the  people  and 
£zecativc. 

The  25 FH  Regiment,  of  Evansville  mustered  into  service  there 
for  three  years  under  Col.  J.  C.  Veatch,  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  the 
26tli  of  August,  1861.  During  the  war  this  regiment  was  present 
at  18  battle^i  and  skirmishes,  sustaining  therein  a  loss  of  352  men 
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and  offitiers.  Mastered  oat  »tliooi0ville,  July  17,  1865,  it  retaroed 
to  ludianapulis  on  tlie  21st  amid  oniversal  rejoieiog. 

The  20TH  Battalion,  aader  W,  M*  Wheatley,  left  Indianapolis 
for  the  front  the  7th  of  September,  1861,  aod  after  a  brilliant  cam- 

paigQ  under  Fremont,  Qrant,  Heron  and  Smith,  maj  be  said  to 
disband  the  18th  of  September,  1865,  when  the  non- veterans  and 
recruits  were  reviewed  by  Morton  at  the  State  capital. 

The  27th  REGi&ik:NT,  uuder  Col.  Silas  Col^rove,  moved  from 
Indianapolis  to  Washington  City,  September  15th,  1861,  and  in 
October  was  allied  to  Uen.  Banks'  army.  From  Winchester 
Heights,  the  9th  of  March  1862,  through  all  the  aftaira  of  General 
Sherman's  campaign,  it  acted  a  gallant  and  faithful  part,  and  waa 
disbanded  immediatelj  after  retnming  to  their  State. 

The  28th  ob  l«r  Catalrt  was  mastered  into  aervioe  at  Evans- 
▼ille  on  the  dOth  of  Angast,  1861,  under  OoL  Conrad  Baker.  From 
the  skirmish  at  Ironton,  on  the  13th  of  September,  wherein  three 
eompanies  under  Col.  Gravin  captured  a  position  held  by  & 
tew  rebels,  to  the  battle  of  the  WiidernMs,  the  First  Cavalry  per- 
formed prodigies  of  valor.  In  June  and  Jaly,  1865,  the  troopa 
were  mustered  out  at  Indianapolis. 

The  29-ru  Battalion  of  La  Porte,  under  Col.  J.  F.  Miller,  left 
on  the  5tii  of  October,  1861,  and  reachiu;^  Cam])  Neviu,  Kentucky, 
on  the  9th,  was  allied  to  liosseau's  Brigade,  serving  with  McCook's 
division  at  Shiloh,  with  Buell^s  army  in  Alabama,  Teanessee  and 
Kentucky^  with  Bosencrans  at  Mnrfreesboro,  at  Deoatnr,  Alftbtma^ 
and  at  Dalton,  Georgia.  The  Twenty-ninth  won  many  laoielii 
and  had  its  Oolonel  •promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  GeneraL 
This  oi&oer  was  eacceeded  in  the  command  by  Lientenant-GoL 
D.  M.  Dunn. 

The  30th  Regiment  of  Fort  Wayne,  under  Col.  Sion  S.  Basa^ 
proceeded  to  the  front  vui  Indianapolis,  and  joined  General  li^jsseau 
at  Canip  Nevin  on  the  9th  oi'  (Jctobur,  1801.  At  Siuloh,  Col. 
Bass  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  died  a  few  days  later  at 
Baducal),  leaving  the  Colonelcy  to  devolve  ii{x>n  Lieutenant  Col.  J. 
B.  Dodge,  in  October  ibt)i>,  it  tormed  a  battalion  ol  General  Sheri- 
dan's army  of  observation  in  Texas. 

•The  dlst  Bboiment,  organised  at  Terre  Hante^  nnder  Ool.  Oharlea 
Ornft,  in  September  1861,  was  mastered  in,  and  left  in  a  tew  days 
for  Rentuoky.  Prenent  at  the  rsduocion  of  Fort  Donelson  on  the 
18lh,  14th,  and  lath  of  February,  1862,  its  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  proves  it«  desperate  fighting  qnalitiea.  The  oiganication 
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was  Babjeeted  to  many  changes,  bnt  in  all  its  phases  maintained  a 
fiur  fame  won  on  man j  battle  fields.  Like  the  former  regiment, 
it  passed  into  Gen.  Sheridan's  Armj  of  Observation,  and  held  the 
district  of  Green  Lake,  Texas. 

Tlie  32i)  Reoimevt  of  German  Infantry,  under  Col.  August 
Willich,  organized  at  Indianapolis,  mustered  on  the  24th  of  August, 

1861,  served  with  distinction  throufjhout  the  canipai^n  Col. 
Willich  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Bri«j:n(licr-(iencral,  and  Lieut.- 
Col.  Henry  Von  Trebra  commisBioned  1o  act,  under  whose  com- 
mand the  regiment  passed  into  General  Sheridan's  Army,  hold- 
ing tlie  post  of  Salado  Creek,  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  corps  of 
observation  in. Texas. 

The  33d  ^eoimsmt  of  Indianapolis  possesses  a  military  history 
of  no  small  proportions.  The  mere  fiwts  that  it  was  mustered  in 
nnder  Col.  John  Oobnm,  the  16th  of  September,  won  a  series  of 
distinctions  thronghont  the  war  district  and  was  mustered  ont  at 
Lonisville,  July  31, 1805,  taken  with  its  name  as  one  of  the  most 
powerful  regiments  engaged  in  the  war,  are  sufficient  here. 

The  34th  Battalion,  organized  at  Anderson  on  the  16th  Sep. 
tember,  18(51,  under  Col.  Ashbury  Steele,  appeared  among  the  in- 
vesting battalions  before  New  Madrid  on  the  30th  of  March)  1802. 
From  the  distinguished  part  it  took  in  that  siege,  down  to  the 
13th  of  May,  1S65,  when  at  Palmetto  Kanche,  near  Palo  Alto,  it 
fought  for  hours  against  fearful  odds  the  la?t  battle  of  tlie  war  lor 
the  Union.  Aff^orwards  it  marched  250  miles  up  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  was  the  tirst  regiment  to  reoccupj^  the  position,  so  1  »ng  in 
Sontliern  hands,  of  Ringold  barracks*.  Tn  1865  it  garrisoned  Bea> 
consville  as  part  of  the  Army  of  Observation. 

The  35th  oe  Fiusr  luisn  Regiment,  was  organized  at  Indian- 
apolis, and  mustered  into  service  on  the  11th  of  December,  1861, 
under  Ck>l.  John  O.  Walker.  At  NashWUe,  on  the  22d  of  May, 

1862,  it  was  joined  by  the  organised 'portion  of  the  Sixty-iirst  or 
Second  Irish  Begiment,  and  nnassigned  recruits.  Go).  Mullen  now 
became  Lient>Golonel  of  the  '35th,  and  shortly  after,  its  GoloneL 
From  the  pursuit  of  Gen.  Bragg  through  Kentucky  and  the  afiair 
at  Perry ville  on  the  8tli  of  October,  1862,  to  the  terrible  hand  to 
hand  combat  at  Kenesaw  mojuntain,  on  the  night  of  the  20th  of 
June,  lS64,and  again  from  the  conclusion  of  the  Atlanta  campaign 
to  September,  1865,  with  Gen.  Sheridan^s  army,  when  it  was  miis- 
tercfl  out,  it  won  for  itself  a  name  of  reckless  daring  and  unsur- 
passed gallantry. 
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The  36th  Reoimknt,  of  Richinund,  Ind.,  under  Co].  William 
Grose,  mustered  into  servico  lor  throe  years  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  went  immediately  to  the  front,  and  shared  the  for- 
tanee  d  the  Armj  of  the  Ohio  nntil  the  S7th  of  February,  186S» 
when  a  forward  moToment  led  to  itB  presence  on  the  battle-field  of 
Shiloh.  Following  op  the  honors  won  at  Shiloh,  it  partioipated  in 
some  of  die  most  important  aetions  of  the  war,  and  was,  in  Oetoher, 
1865,  transferred  to  Oen.  Sheridan's  army.  Col.  Grose  was  pro- 
tnoted  in  1864  to  the  position  of  Brigadier-Gteneral,  and  the 
Colonelcy  devolved  on  Oliver  H.  P.  Carej,  formerly  Lieut.-Golonel 
of  the  regiment. 

The  37th  Battalion,  of  Lawrenceburg,  commanded  by  Col. 
Geo.  W.  llazzard,  organized  the  18th  of  September,  1861,  left  for 
the  seat  of  war  early  in  October.  From  the  eventful  battle  of 
Stone  river,  in  December,  1SG2,  to  its  participation  in  Sherman '& 
maroh  through  Georgia,  it  gained  for  itself  a  splendid  reputation. 
This  regiment  returned  to,  and  was  present  at,  Lidianapolis,  on  the 
80th  of  July,  1865,  where  a  public  reoeplion  was  tendered  to  men 
and  officers  on  the  grounds  of  the  Capitol. 

The  38th  Rsoimbnt,  under  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Scribner,  was  mus- 
tered in  at  New  Albany,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1861,  and 
in  a  few  days  were  en  rout<i  for  the  front.  To  follow  it?  continual 
round  of  duty,  is  without  the  limits  of  this  sketch;  therefore,  it 
will  sutfice  to  say,  that  on  every  well-fought  lield,  at  least  from 
February,  1862,  until  its  dissolution,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1865.  it 
earned  an  enviable  renown,  and  drew  from  Gov.  Morton,  on  return- 
ing to  Indianapolis  the  l^th  of  the  same  month,  a  congratalatory 
address  eonehed  in  the  highest  terms  of  praiseu 

The  8ta  HaoncBHT,  on  Eiobth  Oatalbt,  was  mustered  in  aa 
an  in&ntry  regiment,  under  CoL  T.  J.  Harrison,  on  the  SI8th  of 
August,  1861,  at  the  State  capital.  Leaving  immediately  for  the 
front  it  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  all  the  ^gagements  up  to  April, 
1863,  when  it  was  reorganized  as  a  cavalry  reg;iment  The  record  of 
this  organization  sparkles  with  great  deeds  which  men  will  e.xtol 
while  language  lives;  its  services  to  tlie  Union  cjuinot  be  over  esti- 
mated, or  the  nieniory  of  its  daring  deeds  be  forgotten  l)v  the  un- 
happy people  who  raised  the  tumult,  which  culminated  in  their 
second  shame. 

The  40tu  REGucEin,  of  La&yotte,  under  Col.  W.  C.  Wilson^ 
subsequently  commanded  by  CoL  J.  W.  Blake,  and  again  by  OoL 
Henry  Learning,  was  organised  on  the  30th  of  December,  1861,  and 
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tl  once  ptoeeeded  to  the  front,where  Bome  time  was  neoeMarilj  epent 
in  the  Camp  of  Inatmetloii  at  Ban3stown,£6ntiiekj.  In  Febraaiy, 
1862,  it  Joined  in  BnelPs  forward  moTement.  During  the  war  the 
regiment  shared  in  all  its  hardships,  participated  in  all  its  honors^ 
and  like  manj  other  brave  commands  took  service  nnder  Gen. 
Sheridan  in  his  Army  of  Occupatiorij  holding  the  post  of  Port 
Lavaca,  Texas,  until  peace  brooded  over  the  land. 

The  41st  Regiment  oe  Second  Cavax.ky,  the  tirst  complete  regi- 
ment of  horse  ever  raised  in  the  State,  was  organized  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1S61,  at  Indianapolis,  under  GuL  Jaiiu  A.  Bridglaud, 
and  December  16  moved  to  the  front.  Its  first  war  experience  was 
guned&nrtnUe  to  Corinth  on  the  9th  of  April,  1862,  and  at  Pea 
Bidge  on  the  15th.  Gallatin,  Yinegar  Hill,  and  PerryviUe^  and 
Tklbot  Station  followed  in  sneoession,  each  battle  bringing  to  the 
oavalrf  nntold  honors.  In  May,  1864,it  entered  npon  a  glorious 
career  nnder  Gen.  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  campaign,  and  again 
under  Gen.  Wilson  in  the  raid  through  Alabama  during  Aprils 
1S65.  On  the  22d  of  July,  after  a  brilliant  career,  the  regiment  was 
mustered  out  at  JSashville,  and  returned  at  once  to  Indianapolis  for 
discharge. 

The  42d,  under  Col  J.  G.  Jones,  mustered  into  service  at  Evans- 
ville,  October  9,  1861,  and  having  participated  in  the  principal 
military  affairs  of  the  period,  Wartrace,  Mission  Bidge,  Altoona, 
Kenesaw,  Savannah,  Gharlestown  and  Bentonrille^  was  dischaiged 
at  Indianapolis  on  the  25th  of  Jnly,  1865. 

Ths  48d  Battauoh  was  mastered  in  on  the  27th  of  September^ 
1861,  nnder  Col.  George  K.  Steele,  and  leftTerre  Haale  en  routs  to 
the  fkont  within  a  few  days.  Later  it  wa9  a1  Med  to  Gen.  Pope's 
corps,  and  afterwards  served  with  Commodore  Footers  marines  in 
the  reduction  of  Fort  Pillow.  It  was  the  first  Union  regiment  to 
enter  Meiu]ihis.  From  that  period  until  the  close  of  the  war  it  was 
distinguislied  for  its  unexcelled  qualitications  as  a  military  body, 
and  fully  deserved  the  encomiums  passed  upon  it  on  its  return  to 
Indianapolis  iu  March,  1865. 

The  -iAm  on  thb  BuonOEiiTOF  thb  l(hn  Comorbssional  Distsiot 
was  organised  at  Fort  Wayne  on  the  24th  of  October,  1861,  nnder 
OoL  Hngh  B.  Beed.  Two  months  later  it  was  ordered  to  the  fronts 
and  arriving  in  Kentneky,  was  attached  to  Gen.  Omft's  Brigade^ 
then  quartered  at  Calhonn.  After  years  of  faithfal  service  it  was 
mustered  out  at  Chattanooga,  the  14th  of  September,  1865. 

Thb  45Ta,  ob  Third  CavAlbt,  comprised  ten  companies 
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organized  at  different  periods  aud  for  varied  services  in  1861- 
'63,  iindw  Colonel  Sooit  Carter  and  Qeorg^  H.  Chapman.  The 
dfetingmahed  name  won  by  the  Third  Oavaliy  is  established  in 
evetj  village  within  the  State.  Let  itsnffioe  to  add  that  alter  its 
brilliant  partioipation  in  Gen.  Sheridan's  raid  down  the  James' 
river  canal,  it  was  mnstered  ont  at  Indianapolis  on  the  7th  of  An- 
goAt,  1866. 

The  46th  Regiment,  organized  at  Logansport  under  Colonel 
Graliain  N.  Fitch,  arrived  in  Kentuck}'  the  16th  of  February,  isr)2, 
and  a  little  later  became  nttached  to  Gen.  Pojurs  army,  then  quar- 
tered at  Commerce.  The  capture  ot  Fort  Pillow,  and  its  career 
under  Generals  Curtis,  Palmer,  Ilovey,  Gorman,  Grant,  Shernlan, 
Banks  and  Burbridge  are  as  truly  worthy  of  applause  as  ever  tell  to 
the  lot  of  a  regiment  The  command  was  mnstered  out  at  Lonis- 
ville  on  the  4th  of  September,  1865. 

The  47th  was  oi^[anized  at  Anderson,  nnder  Col.  I.  R.  Slack,  early 
in  October,  1862.  Arriying  at  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  on  the  Slst 
of  December,  it  was  attached  to  Qen,  Buell's  army;  bat  within  two 
monUis  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Fop^  under  whom  it  proved  the  first 
regiment  to  enter  Fort  Thompson  near  New  Madrid.  In  1S04:  the 
command  visited  Indianapolis  on  veteran  furlough  and  was  enthu- 
6iasticall3^  received  by  Governor  Morton  and  the  people.  Return- 
ing to  the  front  it  engaged  heartily  in  Gen.  Banks' company.  In 
December,  Col.  Slack  received  his  commission  as  Brigadier-General, 
and  was  succeeded  on  the  regimental  command  by  Col.  J.  A.  Me- 
Langhton ;  at  Shreveport  nnder  General  Heron  it  received  the  sub- 
mission of  G^eral  RicO'and  his  army,  and  there  also  was  it  mns- 
tered ont  of  service  on  the  28d  of  October,  1866. 

Hie  48tu  Kegimeht,  organized  at  Gbshen  the  6th  of  December, 
1861,  nnder  Col.  Xorman  Eddy,  entered  on  its  duties  during  the 
siege  of  Corinth  in  May,  and  again  in  October,  1S62.  The  record 
of  this  battalion  may  he  said  to  be  unsurpassed  in  its  every  feature, 
6o  tliat  the  grand  ovation  extended  to  the  returned  soldiers  in 
lbX)5  at  Indianapolis,  is  nota  matte  r  fi »r  surprise. 

The  49th  Regime.vt,  ori^juiizcd  at  liV  rsonville,  under  Col.  J.  W. 
Ray,  and  mustered  in  on  tiie  of  November,  1S61,  for  service, 
left  en  route  for  the  camp  at  Bardstowu.  A  month  later  it  arrived 
at  the  unfortunate  camp  ground  of  Cumberland  Ford,  whe^  dis- 
ease carried  off  a  number  of  gallant  soldiers.  The  regiment,  how- 
ever, survived  the  dreadful  scourge  and  won  its  laurels  on  maiiy 
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a  well-fought  field  until  September,  1S65,  when  it  was  mustered  out 

at  Louis^ville. 

The  o<»TH  Kkgiment,  under  Col.  Cyrus  L.  Dnriliain,  organized 
during  the  month  of  September,  1S61,  at  Sevuiour,  left  en  route  to 
Bardstown  for  a  course  of  military  instruction.  On  the  20th  of 
August,  1862,  a  detachment  of  the  50th,  under  Capt.  Atkiuson,  was 
attacked  by  Moi^n's  Oavaliy  near  Edgefield  Junction;  but  the 
gallant  few  repulsed  their  oft-repeated  onsets  and  finally  drove 
them  from  the  field.  The  regiment  underwmt  many  changes  in 
organization,  and  may  be  said  to  muster  out  on  tiie  10th  of  Septm- 
ber,  1865. 

Tbe51sT  TlE(irMENT,  under  Col.  Abel.  D.  Streight,  left  Indianap- 
olis on  the  14tli  of  December,  1861,  for  the  South.  After  a  short 
course  of  instruction  at  Bardstown,  the  regiment  joined  General 
Buell's  and  acted  with  great  cifect  during  the  campaign  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tetmessee.  Ultimately  it  became  a  participator  in  the 
work  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  or  Army  of  Occupation,  and  held  the  post 
of  8au  Autonio  until  peace  waa  doubly  assured. 

The  S2d  BnoncBHT  was  partially  raised  at  Boihville,  and  the 
organisation  eompleted  at  Indianapolis^  where  it  was  eonsolidated 
witit  the  Bailway  Brigade,  or  66th  Regiment,  on  the  8d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1863.  Qoing  to  the  front  immediately  after,  it  served  with 
marked  distinotion  throughout  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Montgomery  on  the  10th  of  Septemlx^r,  1865.  Heturning  to  Indian- 
apolis six  days  later,  it  was  welcomed  by  Gov.  Morton  and  a  most 
enthusiastic  reception  accorded  to  it. 

The  53kd  Batfalion  was  raised  at  New  Albany,  and  with  the 
addition  of  recruits  raised  at  Rockport  formed  a  ^^tandard  regi- 
ment, under  command  of  Col.  W.  Q.  Gresham.  Its  tirst  duty  was 
that  of  guarding  the  rebels  coufiued  on  Camp  Morton,  but  on 
going  to  the  frontit  made  fbr  itself  an  endurable  name.  It  was  mus* 
tared  out  in  July,  1865,  and  returned  to  Indiananoplis  on  the  25tU 
of  the  same  month. 

The  64rH  Ba&ncrarr  was  raised  at  Indianapolis  on  the  10th  of 
June^  1863,  for  three  months'  ser>rice  under  Col.  D.  G.  Rose.  The 
succeeding  two  months  saw  it  in  charge  of 'the  prisoners  at  Camp 
Morton,  and  in  August  it  was  pushed  forward  to  aid  in  the  defense 
of  Kentucky  against  the  Confo<lorate  General,  Kirby  Smith.  The 
remainder  of  its  sliort  term  of  servict;  was  given  to  the  cause.  On  the 
muBter  out  of  the  three  months'  service  regiment  it  was  reorgan- 


Digitized  by  Google 


162 


UISTO&Y  OF  INDIANA. 


iaed  for  one  Tear's  service  and  gained  some  distinction,  after  which 
it  was  mustered  ont  in  1868  at  Kew  Orleans. 

The  55th  Rbodiknt,  organized  for  three  months'  service,  retains 
the  brief  history  applicable  to  the  first  organization  of  the  54fh. 
It  was  mustered  in  on  the  16th  of  June,  1862,  under  Col.  J.  R. 
Mahon,  disbanded  on  the  expiration  of  its  term  and  was  not  reor- 
ganized. 

The  5f>TH  Regiment,  referred  to  in  the  sketch  of  the  52nd,  was 
designed  to  be  composed  of  railroad  men,  marshalled  under  J.  M. 
Smith  as  Colonel,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  railroaders  had 
already  ▼olnnteered  into  other  regimentB,  OoL  Smith's  volnnteers 
iresre  inoorporstod  with  the  58nd,  and  this  nnmher  left  blank  in  the 
army  list 

The  57th  Battalion,  actually  organised  by  two  ministers  of  the 
gospel, — the  Rev.  I.  W.  T.  McMullen  and  Rev.  F.  A.  Hardin,  of 
Richmond,  Ind.,  mustered  into  service  on  the  ISth  of  Norem^ 
her,  1861,  under  the  former  named  reverend  gentleman  as  Colonel^ 
who  was,  however,  succeeded  by  Col.  Cyrus  C.  Ilaynce,  and  he  in 
turn  bv  G.  W.  Leonard,  Willis  Blanch  and  John  S.  McGrath,  the 
latter  holdino^  command  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  The 
history  of  this  battalion  is  extensive,  and  if  participation  in  a  num- 
ber of  battles  with  the  display  of  rare  gallantry  wins  fame,  the  57th 
may  rest  assnred  of  its  possession  of  Ihis  fragile  yet  coveted  priw. 
lake  many  other  regiments  it  oondnded  its  military  labors  in  the 
service  of  General  Sheridan,  and  held  the  post  of  Port  Lavaca  in 
conjnnction  with  another  r^ment  nntil  peace  dwelt  in  the  land. 

The  5STn  Rboimeht,  of  Princeton,  was  organized  there  early  in 
October,  1861,  and  was  mnstored  into  service  under  the  Colonelcy 
of  Henry  M.  Carr.  In  December  it  was  ordered  to  join  Gen- 
eral Buell's  army,  after  which  it  took  a  share  in  the  various 
actions  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  on  the  25th  of  July,  1865» 
at  Louis%iIle,  having  gained  a  ]»lace  on  the  roll  of  honor. 

The  59th  Battalion  was  raised  under  a  commission  issued  by 
Gov.  Morton  to  Jesse  I.  Alexander,  creating  him  Colonel.  Owing 
to  the  pccnliarities  hampering  its  organization,  Ool.  Alexander  oonld 
not  SQCceed  in  having  his  regiment  prepared  to  mnster  in  before 
the  17th  of  Febmary,  However,  on  that  day  the  eqnipment 

was  complete,  and  on  the  18th  it  left  m  route  to  Commerce,  where 
on  its  arrival,  it  was  incorporated  under  General  Pope's  command. 
The  list  of  its  casualties  speaks  a  history, — no  less  than  793  men 
were  lost  during  the  campaign.  The  raiment,  after  a  term  char* 
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acterizcd  by  distint^ui^lud  service,  was  mustered  out  at  LoaisviTiie^ 
ou  tlie  17th  ul  July,  lsr.5. 

The  GOtu  IvtoiMfcNT  was  partially  organized  under  Uent.-Gtil^ 
Bicbard  Owen  at  Evansville  daring  November  I86I1  and  perfeatfedJ. 
at  Camp  Morton  daring  March,  1862.  Its  first  ezperienoe  iiaa  S»« 
gallant  reustanoe  to  Bragg's  amy  investing  MnnfordsviUe^  wJutbtt 
enlminated  in  the  nnoonditional  snnender  of  its  first  sevem. 
panies  on  the  14th  of  September.    An  exchange  of  prisonefS  teok. 
place  in  November,  which  enabled  it  to  joine  the  remaining  ce»- 
panies  in  the  field.    The  subBeqnent  record  is  excellent,  and.  torma^  . 
a£  it  were,  a  niomiment  to  their  fidelity  and  heroism.    The  main 
]>ortion  of  this  battalion  was  mustered  out  at  ludianapoiia^^oatthe 
21st  of  March,  1865. 

The  GlsT  was  partially  organized  in  Deceml)er,  1S61,  under  CoL- 
B.  F.  Mullen.    The  failure  uf  thorough  organization  on  the  22d  oC 
May,  1862,  led  the  men  and  officers  to  agree  to  incorposaftieiLwidbc 
the  35th  Regiment  of  Yolanteera. 

The  62d  Battaliov,  raised  ander  a  commission  issued  t»  Wil- 
liam  Jones,  of  Boc^port,  anthoriaing  him  to  organise  this  regimtnfc  • 
in  the  First  Congressional  District  was  so  unsnooessfal  that  oonselv 
dation  with  the  68d  Regiment  waH  resolved  upon. 

The  63d  Reoimknt,  of  Covington,  under  James  McManofaj,*. 
Commandant  ot  Camp,  and  J.  S.  Williams,  Adjutant,  was  partially 
organized  on  the  31st  of  December,  1801,  and  may  be  considered 
on  duty  from  its  very  formation.     Atl;er  guarding  pri8<Mier»  at 
Camp  Morton  and  Lafayette,  and  engjiging  in  battle  on  Manass^ 
Plains  ou  the  30th  of  August  following,  the  few  companies  ieut 
out  in  February,  1862,  returned  to  Indianapolis  to  find  six  new 
companies  raised  under  the  call  of  Jalj,  1862,  readj  to  embrM^^ 
the  fortanes  of  the  68d.  80  strengthened,  the  raiment  ivent  fbvthx 
to  battle,  and  eontinned  to  lead  in  the  paths  oi  honor  and  fldalil;^ 
until  mostered  oat  in  May  and  Jnne,  186ff. 

The  64th  Regiment  failed  in  organiaation  as  an  artillery  corpe^': 
but  orders  received  from  the  War  Department  prohibiting  the-eeO'  , 
Bolidation  of  independent  batteries,  put  a  stop  to  any  fnrthermovc 
in  the  matter.    However,  an  infantry  regiment  bearing  the  same 
number  wjis  afterward  organized. 

The  i]5vii  wa.s  mustered  in  at  Princeton  and  Evansville,  in  July 
and  August,  lSi)2,  under  Col.  J.  W.  Foster,  and  left  at  ouce  en  . 
route  for  the  front.    The  record  of  this  battalion  is  creditable,  not  . 
only  to  its  members,  bat  also  to  ^e  State  which  claimed  it.  Its-.^ 
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^ast  action  during  the  war  was  on  the  ISth  and  20th  of  February, 
1866,  at  Fort  Anderson  and  Town  creek,  atlter  which,  on  the  22d 
Jnne,  it  was  disbanded  at  Greensboro. 

Tlie  G6rH  Regiment  partially  organized  at  New  Albany,  under 
Ootntnandant  Roger  Martin,  was  ordered  to  leave  for  Kentucky  on 
tiie  19th  of  Autjust,  1S62,  for  the  defense  of  that  State  against  the 
incursions  ot  Kirby  Smith.  After  a  brilliant  career  it  was  mus- 
tered out  at  WashiDgtoa  on  the  '6d  of  June,  1665,  after  which  it 
returaed  to  Indianapolis  to  receive  the  thankB  of  a  gratefnl  people. 

The  67to  Rboiiucmt  was  organized  within  theThiid  Congressional 
District  onder  OoL  Frank  Emerson,  and  was  ordered  to  Louisyille 
on  the  90th  of  Aogost,  1862,  whence  it  marched  to  MunfordWUe^ 
only  to  share  the  Baiue  fate  with  the  otlier  gallant  regiments  en- 
gaged against  Gen.  Bragg^s  advance.  Its  roll  of  honor  extends 
down  the  years  of  civil  disturbance, —  always  adding  garlands,  un- 
til Peace  called  a  truce  in  tiie  fascinating  race  after  fame,  and  insured 
a  term  of  rest,  wherein  its  members  could  think  on  comrades  forever 
vanished,  and  temper  the  sad  tliought  with  the  sublime  mem- 
ories born  of  that  chivalrous  fight  for  the  maintenance  and  intea:ri- 
ty  of  a  greHt  Republic.  At  Galveston  on  the  19th  of  July,  1865,  the 
sallant  67th  Regiment  waa  mustered  ont,  and  retarning  within  a 
%iw  days  to  its  State  received  the  enthasiaatic  ovations  of  her  citi- 
zens. 

The  68th  Bbqdcbht,  organized  at  Greensbni|f  nnder  Major  Ben- 
jamin C.  Shaw,  was  accepted  for  general  service  the  19th  of  Angust, 
1S62,  under  Col.  Edward  A.  King,  with  M^or  Shaw  as  Lieutenant 
Colonel;  on  the  25th  its  arrival  at  Lebanon  was  reported  and  with- 
iin  a  few  days  it  appeared  at  the  defense  of  Munfordville;  liut  shar- 
ing in  tJie  fate  of  all  the  defenders,  it  surrendered  uncoiiditioually  to 
Gen.  liragg  and  did  not  jjai  ticipate  further  in  the  actions  of  that 
year,  nor  nntil  after  the  exchange  of  prisoners  in  1S63.  From  this 
period  it  may  lay  claim  to  au  enviable  history  extending  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  when  !t  was  disembodied. 

The  69Ta  Bboiksht,  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  under  Ool.  A.  Bickle, 
left  for  the  front  on  the  30th  ot  August,  1862,  and  ten  days  later 
made  a  veiy  brilliant  stand  at  Bichmond,  Kentucl^,  against 
the  advance  of  Gen.  Kirby  SiAith,  losing  in  the  engagement  two 
tinndred  and  eighteen  men  and  officers  together  with  its  liberty. 
After  an  exchange  of  prisoners  the  regiment  was  reorganized  under 
<Jol.  T.  W.  Bennett  and  took  the  Held  in  December,  1862,  under 
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Oenerals  Sheldon,  Morgan  and  Sherman  of  Grant's  armv,  Chick- 
asaw, Vicksburt;,  Blakoly  and  many  other  names  testify  to  the  valor 
of  the  6yth.  The  remnant  of  tlie  regiment  was  in  January,  1865, 
formed  into  a  battalioQ  uuder  Oran  Ferry,  and  was  mustered  out  in 
July  followinif. 

The  70th  liEoiMENT  was  organized  at  ludianapoliB  on  the  i2th  of 
August,  1S62,  under  Ool.  B.  Harrisou,  and  leaving  for  Loaisville  on 
the  18th,  ahared  in  .the  hooon  cf  Brace*a  diviaion  at  Franklin 
and  RaaaelMUe.  The  record  of  the  regiment  ia  brimful  of  honor. 
It  waa  mustered  out  at  Waahingbou,  June  8,  1866,  and  received  at 
Indianapolia  with  public  honors. 

Tlie  71  ST  oB  Sixth  Cavalry  was  organized  as  an  infantry  reg!* 
ment,atTerre  Haute,  and  mustered  into  general  service  at  Indian- 
apolis on  the  18th  of  August,  1S*]2,  under  Lieut.-Ool.  Melville  D. 
Topping.  Twelve  days  later  it  wus  engaged  outside  Richmond, 
Kentucky,  losing  two  hundred  and  fifteen  otReers  and  men,  includ- 
ing Col.  T')pj)iiig  and  Major  (Junklin.  t:(»getlier  with  tliree  hundred 
and  Ibrty-beven  prisoners,  only  225  escaping  death  and  capture. 
After  an  exchange  of  prisoners  the  regiment  waa  re-formed  under 
OoL  1.  Bittle,  but  on  the  S8th  of  December  it  anrrendered  to  Gen« 
J.  H.  Morgan,  who  attaeked  ila  position  at  Mnldraugh'a  Hill  with  a 
ibroe  of  1,000  Cbnlbderatea.  During  September  and  October,  1868» 
it  waa  organised  aa  a  eavalry  regiment,  won  distinction  thronghon<; 
its  career,  and  WIS  mustered  out  the  15th  of  September,  1865,  at 
Mnrfreesboro. 

The  77th  RBOiMENTwas  organized  at  Lafayette,  smdle^t  en  route 
to  Lebanon,  Kentucky,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1862.  Under  GoL 
Miller  it  won  a  series  of  honors,  and  mustered  out  at  Kashville  on 
the  26th  of  June,  1865. 

The  73kd  Heuijiknt,  under  Ool.  Gilbert  Hathaway,  was  mustered 
in  at  South  Bend  on  the  16th  of  August,  1862,  and  proceeded  im^ 
mediately  to  the  fh>nt  Day'a  Gap,  Crooked  Oreek,  and  the  high 
eulogies  of  Generals  Bosenorana  and  Granger  apeak  its  long  and 
brilliant  hiatory,  nor  were  the  welcoming  shouts  of  a  great  people 
and  the  oougratulations  of  Gov.  Morton,  tendered  to  the  regiment 
on  its  return  home,  in  July,  1865,  necessary  to  sustain  ita  wdl  won 
reputation. 

The  74Tn  Rkoiment,  partially  organized  at  Fort  Wayne  and  made 
almost  complete  at  Indianapolis,  left  for  the  seat  of  war  on  the  22d 
of  August,  1S62,  under  Col.  Charles  W.  Chapman.  The  desperate 
opposition  to  Gen.  Bragg,  and  the  magniiicent  defeat  of  Morgan, 
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'toi^cther  with  the  battles  of  Dallas,  Chattiihoochie  river,  Kencsaw 
:aud  Atlauta,  where  Lieut.  Col.  Myron  Baker  was  killed,  all  bear  cvi- 
-^Boee  of  its  never  sarpused  gal  Ian  try.  It  was  mastered  out  of  ser- 
•viee  «a  the  9t)i  of  June»  1865,  at  Washington.  On  the  retacn  of  the 
xcigiment  to  Indianapolis,  thp  war  Governor  and  people  tendered  it 
iMpeeUl  honors,  and  gave  expression  to  the  admiration  and  regard 
.in  which  it  was  held. 

The  75th  Regiment  was  organized  within  the  Eleventh  Congress- 
ioual  District,  and  left  Wabash,  onthe2l8t  of  August,  1862,  for  the 
•     tfroot,  under  Col.  1.  W.  Petit.    It  was  the  first  rej^iincnt  to  enter 
'TijllalnMna,  and  oneof  the  last  engaged  iu  tlie  battlesof  the  Repub- 
lic   Alter  the  submission  of  Gen.  Johu'oti's  army,  it  was  mustered 
ovtAt  Wa.>hingtun,  on  the  8th  of  June  1865. 

Tlie  76tm  Battalion  was  solely  organized  for  thirty  days'  service 
amder  Colonel  James  Gavin,  for  the  purpose  of  pnrsuing  the  rebel 
;;3:Berrila8,  who  plundered  Newburg  on  the  13th  J uly,  1362.  It  was 
■«i]eaaised  and  equipped  witliin  forty^eight  hours,  and  daring  its 
.terai  of  service  gained  the  name,  **  The  Avengers  of  Newburg.** 

The  77th,  ob  Fourth  Cavalry,  was  organized  at  the  State  capi- 
-jbl  m  August,  1862,  under  Colonel  Isaac  P.  Gray.    It  earvcd  its 
•ww^  to  fame  over  twenty  battlefields,  and  retired  from  service  at 
Ed«:efield,  on  the  29th  June,  1S65. 

The  79th  Rkoimrnt  was  !nusti:red  in  at  Indianapolis  on  the  'ind 
;  ScptemlKjr,  1862,  under  Colonel  Fred  Knefler.  Its  history  may  be 
lenned  a  record  of  l)attles.  as  the  great  numbers  of  battles,  from 
1862  to  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  were  participated  in  by  it. 
""The  Nj^ment  received  its  discharge  on  the  11th  June,  1865,  at 
.  Indianapolis.  Dari  ng  i  ts  continued  round  of  fidd  duty  it  captured 
*>«ghteen  gnns  and  over  one  thousand  prisoners. 

The  80th  Rboimiht  was  oiganiaed  within  the  First  Oongress- 
rload  District  under  Col.  C.  Denby,  and  equipped  at  Indianapolis, 
when,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1862,  it  left  for  the  front.  During 
Its  term  it  lost  only  two  prisoners;  but  its  list  of  casualties  sums 
up  3 "25  men  and  ofhcers  killed  and  wounded.  The  regiment  may 
ibe  s&id  to  muster  out  on  the  22nd  of  June,  1865,  at  Saulsbury. 

The  81st  Rkgiment,  of  New  Albany,  under  Colonel  W.  W. 
Otddwell,  was  organized  on  the  2'jth  August,  1862,  and  proceeded 
At  onoe  to  join  BuelPs  headquarters,  and  join  in  the  purauit  of 
'Cteneral  Bragg.  Throughout  the  terrific  aetions  of  the  war  its 
influence  was  felt,  nor  did  its  labors  cease  nntU  it  aided  in  driving 
ttfae  rebels  across  the  Tennessee.  It  was  disembodied  at  Nashville 
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on  the  18th  June,  1865,  and  retnrned  to  Indianapolis  on  the  15th, 
to  reeeive  the  well-merited  congratulations  of  Governor  Morton 

and  the  people. 

The  83in>  Reoiicbnt,  under  Oolonel  Morton  0.  Hunter,  was 
mustered  in  at  Madison,  Ind.,  on  the  80th  August,  1862,  and 
leaving  immediatelj  for  the  seat  of  war,  partidpated  in  many  of 
the  great  battles  duwn  to  the  return  of  peace.  It  was  mustered  out 
at  Washington  on  the  9th  Jnn%  1S65,  and  soon  returned  to  its 
State  to  receive  a  grand  recognition  of  its  faitlifiil  service. 

The  83rd  Regtmknt,  of  Lawreneebiirg,  ujuler  Colonel  Ben.  J. 
Spooner,  was  organized  in  September,  1S«>2,  and  soon  left  en  routs 
to  the  Mississippi.  Its  subsequont  history,  the  fact  of  its  being 
nndcr  fire  for  a  total  term  of  4.800  lunir.s,  and  its  wanderings  over 
6, '2*^5  miles,  leave  nothing  to  be  said  in  its  defense.  Master  of  a 
thousand  honors,  it  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  on  the  15th 
July,  1S65,  and  returned  home  to  enjoy  a  well-merited  repose. 
.  The  84t»  Rkoimknt  was  mustered  in  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  on  the 
8th  September,  1863,  under  Colonel  Nelson  Trusler.  Its  first 
military  dntjr  was  on  the  defenses  of  Oovington,  in  Kentucky,  and 
Oineinnati;  but  after  a  short  time  its  labors  became  more  con- 
genial, and  tended  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  slaveholding 
enemy  on  many  well-contested  fields.  Thia^  like  the  other  State 
regiments,  won  many  distinctions,  and  retired  from  the  aervice  on 
the  Uth  of  June,  1865,  at  Nashville. 

Tlie  85th  Regiment  was  mustered  at  Terrc  Haute,  under  Colonel 
John  P.  Bayard,  on  the  2d  September,  1862.  On  the  4th  March, 
1863,  it  shared  in  the  unfortunate  affair  at  Thompson's  Station, 
when  in  common  with  the  other  reghnents  forming  Coburn's  Bri- 
gade, it  surrendered  to  the  overpowering  forces  of  the  rebel 
General,  Forrest.  In  June,  1S^>3,  after  an  exchange,  it  again  took 
the  field,  and  won  a  large  portion  of  that  renown  accorded  to 
Indiana.    It  was  mustered  out  on  the  12th  of  June,  1805. 

The  86th  Rkotment,  of  La  Fayette,  left  for  Kentucky  on  the  26th 
August,  1862,  under  Colonel  OrvilleS.  Hamilton,  and  shared  in  the 
duties  assigned  to  the  84th.  Its  record  is  very  creditable,  particu- 
larly that  portion  dealings  with  the  battles  of  Nashville  on  tiie  15th 
and  16th  December,  1864.  It  was  mustered  out  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1865,  and  reported  within  a  few  days  at  Indianapolis  for  discharge. 

The  87tb  Bboiicsht,  organised  at  South  fiend,  under  Colonels 
Kline  G.  Sherlock  and  N.  Gleason,  was  accepted  at  Indianapolis 
en  the  81st  of  August,  186S,  and  left  on  the  same  day  m  route  to 
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the  front.  From  Springfield  and  Perryville  on  the  6th  and  8th  of 
October,  1862,  to  Mission  Ridge,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1863, 
thence  througli  the  Atlanta  catnpaign  to  the  surrender  of  the  South- 
ern  armies,  it  upheld  a  gallant  name,  and  met  with  a  true  and  en- 
thusiastic welcome' home  on  tlic  21st  of  Jane,  1865,  with  a  list  of 
absent  comradeB  aggregating  451. 

Tlie  88th  Regiment,  organized  within  the  Fourth  Congressional 
District,  under  Col.  Geo.  llumplirey,  entered  the  service  on  the 
29th  of  August,  1862,  and  presently  was  found  among  the  front 
vanki  in  var.  It  pasaed  throagh  th«  campaign  in  brilliant  Ibnn 
down  to  the  time  of  Gen.  Johnson's  surrender  to  Gen.  Grant,  after 
which,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1865,  it  was  mustered  out  at  Washingi- 
ton. 

The  89th  BionaoiT,  formed  ftom  the  material  of  the 
Eleventh  Oongressional  District,  was  mustered  in  at  Indianapolis, 
on  the  28th  of  August,  1863,  under  OoL  Chas.  D.  Murray,  and 
after  an  exceedingly  brilliant  campaign  was  discharged  by  Gon 
Morton  on  the  4th  of  August,  1865.  ^ 

The  90th  Regiment,  or  Fifth  Cavalry,  was  organized  at 
Indianapolis  under  the  Colonelcy  of  Felix  "W,  Graham,  between 
Ausfust  and  November,  18G2.  The  different  companies,  joining 
headquarters  at  Louisville  on  the  11th  of  March,  1863,  engaged  in 
observing  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Cumber- 
land river  until  the  19th  of  April,  when  a  first  and  successful 
brush  was  had  with  the  rebels.  The  regiment  had  been  in  22  en- 
gagemt'utd  during  the  term  of  service,  captured  640  prisoners,  and 
claimed  a  list  of  casualties  mounting  up  to  the  number  of  829. 
It  was  mustered  out  on  the  16th  of  June,  1865,  at  Pulaski. 

The9l8T  Battauos,  of  seven  oompanies,  was  musterod  int» 
servioe  at  Evansvilk^  the  1st  of  October,  1862,  under  Iiieut*Oolonel 
John  Hehringer,  and  in  ten  days  later  left  for  the  front*  In 
1868  the  regiment  was  completed,  and  thenceforth  took  a  veij 
prominent  position  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  During  its  ser- 
vice it  lost  81  men,  and  retired  from  the  field  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1865. 

The  92 D  REomBnT  failed  in  organising. 

The  93d  Reoiubnt  was  mustered  in  at  Madison,  Ind.,  on  the 
20th  of  October,  1862,  under  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Thomas  and  Lieut- 
Col.  Greo.  "W.  Carr.  On  the  9th  of  November  it  liegan  a  move- 
ment south,  and  ultimately  allied  itself  to  Bucklaud's  Brigade  of 
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Gen.  Shennan'a  Ou  the  14th  of  Maj  it  was  among  the  first  nf^' 
merits  to  enter  Jackson,  tlie  on|iitRl  of  Mi8sigsi])|)i;  was  next  ])ros- 
ent  at  the  assault  (tn  Vicksburg,  and  made  a  stirriii<^  oatnpaign 
down  to  tlie  sloriniiig  of  Fort  Blakely  on  the  9th  of  April,  l>6r). 
It  was  iliseharged  tlie  11th  of  August,  that  jear,  at  Indianapo- 
lis, after  receiving  a  public  ovation. 

The  94th  and  95th  Reoiments,  authorized  to  be  formed  within 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Gongreasional  Dietriets,  respeetively,  wer» 
only  partially  organind,  and  so  the  few  eompanies  that  oonld  be 
moBtered  were  incorporated  with  other  rey^iments. 

The  96th  Keoiment  could  only  bring  together  three  oompanies^ 
in  the  Sixth  Congressional  District^  and  these  becoming  incorpo- 
rated with  the  90t}i  then  in  proeess  <^  formation  at  South  fiend,  the 
number  was  loft  lilank. 

The  97x11  Regiment,  raised  in  the  Seventh  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, was  mustered  into  service  at  Terre  Haute,  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1861,  under  Col.  Robert  F.  CatterRtn.  Reaching  the 
front  withiu  a  few  days,  it  was  assigned  a  position  near  Memphis, 
and  subsequently  joined  in  Gen.  Grant's  movement  on  Yicksburg, 
by  overland  ronte.  After  a  sneoession  of  great  exploits  with  the 
several  armies  to  which  it  was  attached,  it  completed  its  list  of 
battles  at  Bentonyille,  on  the  Slst  of  March,  1865,  and  was  dis- 
embodied at  If  ashington  on  the  9th  of  Jnne  following.  During  its 
term  of  service  the  regiment  lost  841  men,  including  the  three  '' 
Ensigns  killed  daring  the  assaults  on  rebel  positions  along  the- 
Augusta  Railway,  from  the  15th  to  the  27th  of  June,  1864. 

The  98th  Rkoiment,  authorized  to  be  raised  withiu  the  Eighth 
Congressional  District,  failed  in  its  organization,  and  the  number 
was  left  blank  in  the  army  list.  The  two  companies  answerinor  to 
the  call  of  July,  1862,  were  consolidated  with  the  iUUth  iiegiment 
then  being  organized  at  Fort  Wajne. 

The  99rtB  Battauoit,  rscmited*  within  the  Ninth  Congressional 
District,  completed  its  mnster  on  the  Slst  of  October,  1862,  nnder 
Ool.  Alex.  Fawler,  and  reported  for  sernoe  a  few  days  later  at 
Memphis,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the  16th  Army  Corps.  The  va- 
ried vicissitudes  through  which  this  regiment  passed  and  its  remark- 
able gallantry  upon  all  occasions,  have  gained  for  it  a  fair  fame. 
It  was  disembrxlicd  on  the  6th  of  June,  1865,  at  Washington,  and 
returned  to  Indianapolis  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month. 

The  1CH»TH  Regiment,  recruited  from  the  Eiglitli  and  Tenth 
Congressional  Districts,  under  Col.  Sandford  J.  Stoughion,  mustered 
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into  the  eervioeon  the  10th  of  September,  left  for  the  front  on  the 
11th  of  lfoTember,ftnd  became  attached  to  the  Army  of  Tenneaaee 

on  the  26th  of  that  month,  1862.  The  regiment  participated  in 
twenty -live  battles,  together  with  skirmishing  during  folly  one>thifd 
of  its  term  of  service,  and  claimed  a  liat  of  casualties  mounting  up 
to  four  hundred  and  sixty-four.  It  was  mustered  out  of  the  ser- 
vice at  Washington  on  the  9th  of  June,  aad  reported  at  Indianapolis 
for  discharge  on  the  14th  of  June,  1865. 

The  lOlsT  Regiment  was  mustered  into  Rcrvice  at  "Wabash  on 
the  7th  of  September,  1862,  under  Col.  William  Garver,  and  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Covington,  Kentnoky.  Its  early  experiences 
were  gained  in  the  pursuit  of  Bragg*s  army  and  John  Mor|i;an'8 
cavalry,  and  these  experiences  tendered  to  render  the  regiment  one 
of  the  most  ▼alnable  in  the  war  for  the  Hepnblie.  From  the  defeat 
of  John  Morgan  at  Milton  on  the  18th  of  Match,  1863,  to  the  ML 
of  Sarannah  on  the  23rd  of  September,  1863,  the  regiment  won 
many  honors,  and  retired  from  the  aervioe  on  the  25th  of  Jane, 
1865,  at  Indianapolis. 

THI  MOBOAH  SAID  BBOMBNTS— KINUTB  MBN. 

The  102n  RE<iiMENT,  organized  under  Col.  Benjamin  M.  Gregory 
frop  companies  of  the  Indiana  Legion,  and  numbering  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  men  and  officers,  left  Indianapolis  for  the 
front  early  in  July,  and  reported  at  North  Yemon  on  the  12th  of 
July,  1868,  and  having  completed  a  round  of  daty,  returned  to  In- 
dianapolis on  the  17th  to  be  discharged. 

The  103d,  comprising  seven  companies  firom  Hendricks  oountf, 
two  from  Marion  and  unc  from  Wayne  counties,  numbering  681 
men  and  officers,  under  Col.  Lawienoe  &  Shuler,  was  oontemporaiy 
with  the  102d  Kepment,  varying  only  in  its  service  by  being  mas- 
tered out  one  day  before,  or  on  the  IGtli  of  July,  1863. 

The  IOIth  liKt.iMKNT  OF  Minute  Mkn  was  recruited  from  mem- 
bers of  the  Legiun  ot  Decatur,  La  Fayette,  MadiBoii,  Marion  and  liush 
counties,  it  comprised  714  men  and  officers  under  the  command 
of  Col.  James  Gavin,  and  was  organized  within  for^  hours  after  the 
issue  of  Governor  Morton's  call  for  minute  men  to  protect  Indiana 
and  Kentucky  against  the  raids  of  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan's  rebel 
forces.  After  Morgan's  escape  into  Ohio  the  command  returned 
and  was  mustered  out  on  the  18th  of  July,  1868* 

The  105th  Regiment  consisted  of  seven  companies  of  the  Legion 
and  three  of  Minute  Men,  furnished  by  Hancock,  Union,  Bandolph, 
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Putnam,  Wayne,  Clinton  and  Madison  wunties.  The  ooninmiid 
numbered  seven  hundred  and  tliirteen  men  and  officers,  under  Col. 
Sherlock,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  pursuit  of  Morgan.  Re- 
turning on  the  l^tli  of  July  to  Indianapolis  it  was  mu&tcrcd  out. 

The  lOfixn  Rkcimknt,  under  Col.  Isaac  P.  Gray,  consisted  of 
one  company  of  tlie  Legion  and  nine  c<)in])aiiieri  of  Minute  Men, 
aggregating  bcven  hundred  and  ninety-two  men  and  otHcers.  The 
oonnties  of  Wayne,  Randolph,  Hancock,  Howard,  and  Marion  were 
lepreeeotod  in  its  nnk  and  file.  Like  the  other  regiments  oi^ganised 
to  repel  Moi^^an,  it  was  diaembodied  in  July,  1868. 

The  IOTtb  Reoimbht,  under  Ool.  De  Witt  O.  Rugg,  was  orgaa- 
ixed  in  the  dtj  of  Indianapolis  from  the  companies'  Leiifion,  or 
Ward  Gnaids.  The  snooesses  of  this  promptly  organised  regiment 
were  nnqnestioned. 

Tlie  lOSTsIlBOiHraiT  comprised  five  companies  ofMinnteMen, 
from  Tipp^sanoe  coanty,  two  from  Hancock,  and  one  from  each  of 
the  counties  known  as  Carroll,  Montgomery  and  Wayne,  aggregat- 
ing 710  men  and  officers,  and  all  under  the  command  of  Col.  W.  C. 
Wilson.  Alter  performing  the  only  duties  presented,  it  returned 
from  Cincinnati  on  the  ISth  of  July,  and  was  mustered  out. 

The  lOlh'ri  Kegimk.nt,  cuinposed  of  Mimitf  Men  from  Oolos 
county,  111.,  La  Porte,  Hamilton,  Miami  and  Randolph  counties, 
Ind.,  showed  a  roster  of  709  officers  and  men,  under  Col.  J.  R. 
Mahon.  Morgan  having  escaped  fmni  Ohio,  its  duties  were  at  an 
end,  and  returning  to  IndiHuapolis  was  mustered  out  ou  the  17th 
of  July,  1SG3,  after  seven  days'  service. 

The  110th  Reoihsnt  of  Minnte  Men  comprised  volunteers  from 
Henry,  Madison,  Delaware,  Cass,  and  Monroe  connties.  The  men 
were  ready  and  willing,  if  not  really  anxioas  to  go  to  the  front.  Bnt 
happily  the  swift-winged  Morgan  was  driven  away,  and  conse- 
quently the  regiment  was  not  called  to  the  field. 

The  111th  Regiment,  furnished  by  Montgomery,  La&yette, 
Bash,  Miami,  Monroe,  Delaware  and  Hamilton  counties,  nnmber^ 
ing  733  men  and  officers,  nnder  Col.  Robert  Canover,  was  not 
requisitioned. 

The  112th  Reoimext  was  formed  from  nine  companies  of  Min- 
ute Men,  and  the  Mitchell  Light  liit'aiitry  Company  of  the  Legion. 
Its  strength  was  703  men  and  officers,  under  Col.  Hiram  F,  Brax- 
ton. Lawrence,  Washington,  Monroe  and  Orange  counties  were 
represented  on  its  roster,  and  the  historic  names  of  North  Vernon 
aud  Sunman's  Station  on  its  bauuer.    Returning  from  the  South 
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after  eeven  dajB*  service,  it  wm  mustered  oat  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1863. 

The  lldTH  Bbodixrt,  fomithed  by  Bayiese,  Martin,  Waehington,. 
and  Monroe  eonnties,  oom|»i0ed  026  rank  and  file  under  Col.  Geo. 
W.  finrge.  Like  file  118th,  it  was  assigned  to  Qen.  Hnghes^ 
Brigade,  and  defended  North  Yernon  against  the  repeated  attaoka 

of  John  II.  Morgan's  forces. 

The  114th  Regiment  was  wholly  organized  in  Johnson  county, 
under  Col.  Lambertson,  and  participated  in  the  affair  of  North 
Vernon.  Returning  on  the  2l8t  of  July,  1863,  with  its  brief  but 
faithful  record,  it  was  disembodied  at  Indianapolis,  11  days  after 

its  organization. 

All  these  regiments  were  brought  into  existence  to  meet  an 
emergency,  and  it  must  be  confessed,  that  had  not  a  sense  of 
duty,  military  instinct  and  love  of  country  animated  these  regi- 
ments, the  rebel  General,  John  11.  Morton,  atid  liis  f;,OCM)  cavalry^ 
would  doubtless  have  carried  destructiou  as  tar  as  the  very  capital 
of  their  SUte.  ' 

SIX  months'  &B0IM5MTS. 

The  110TB  BmiHXflT,  organised  at  Indianapolis  in  answer  to  the 
eall  of  the  President  in  June,  1S03,  was  mustered  into  servioe  on 
the  lYth  of  August,  under  Col.  J.  R.  Mahon.  Its  service  was  short 
but  brilliant,  and  leoeived  its  discharge  at  Indianapolis  the  10th. 
of  February,  1804. 

The  116th  Regiment,  mustered  in  on  the  17th  of  August,  1863, 
moved  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  on  the  30th,  under  Col.  Charles  "Wise. 
During  October  it  was  ordered  to  Nicholasville,  Kentucky,  where  it 
was  assigned  to  Col.  Mahon's  Brigade,  and  with  Gen.  Willcox's 
entire  command,  joined  in  the  forward  movement  to  Cumberland 
Gap.  After  a  term  on  severe  duty  it  returned  to  Lafayette  and 
there  was  disembodied  on  tlie  24th  of  February,  1864,  wliither  Grov. 
Morton  hastened,  to  share  in  the  ceremonies  of  welcome. 

The  117th  Reoiment  of  Indianapolis  was  mustered  into  service 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1868,  under  Ool.  Thomas  J.  Brady. 
After  surmounting  every  obstacle  opposed  to  it,  it  returned  on  th» 
6th  of  February,  1864,  and  was  treated  to  a  public  reception  on 
the  9th. 

The  118th  RiofMSNT,  whose  organisation  was  completed  on  th» 
6d  of  September,  1863,  under  Ool.  Geo.  W.  Jackson,  joined  the 
116th  at  Nicholasville,  and  sharing  in  its  fortunes,  returned  to  flia 
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St&te  capital  on  tlie  14th  of  February,  1864.  Its  casualties  were 
comprised  in  a  list  of  15  kilK  d  aiul  wounded. 

The  119th,  or  Seventh  Cavalry,  veas  recruited  under  Col.  John 
P.  0.  Shaoks,  and  its  organization  completed  on  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber, 1868.  The  rank  and  file  nmnbered  1,218,  diTided  into  twelve 
•oompaniea.  On  the  7tfa  of  December  ita  arrival  .at  Louieville  was 
reported,  and  on  the  14th  it  entered  on  aetive  service.  After  the 
irell-fought  battle  of  Guntown,  Missiaeippi,  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1864,  although  it  only  brought  defeat  to  our  arms,  General  Grier- 
eon  addressed  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  saying:  "  Your  General  con- 
gratulates yon  upon  your  noble  conduct  during  the  late  expedition. 
Fighting  against  overvirhelming  numbers,  under  adverse  circum- 
stances, your  prompt  obedience  to  orders  and  untliiichin^  courage 
commanding  the  admiration  of  all,  tmide  even  defeat  almost  a  vic- 
tory. For  hours  on  foot  you  repulsed  the  charges  of  the  enemies'  in- 
fantry, and  again  in  the  saddle  you  met  his  cavalry  and  turned  his 
asaanltB  into  oonfbsion.  Your  heroio  perseverance  saved  hundrsds 
of  joor  fellow-soldiers  ftom  capture.  Ton  have  been  fitithftil  to 
your  honorable  reputation,  and  have  fully  justified  the  confidence, 
joid  merited  the  high  esteem  of  your  command«r." 

£arly  in  1865,  a  number  of  tliese  troops,  returning  from  impris- 
onment in  Southern  bastilee^  w«e  loet  on  the  steamer  Sultana." 
The  survivors  of  the  campaign  continued  in  the  service  for  a  long 
period  after  the  restoration  of  ]>eace.  and  tinally  mustered  out. 

The  120x11  Reoimknt.  In  September,  1S63,  Gov.  Morton  re- 
ceived authority  from  the  War  Department  to  organize  eleven  regi- 
ments within  the  State  for  three  years'  service.  By  April,  1864, 
this  organization  was  complete,  and  being  transferred  to  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Alvin  P.  Hovey,  were  formed  by  him 
into  a  division  fi>r  service  witii  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Of  those 
regiments,  the  IdOth  occupied  a  very  prominent  place,  both  on  «y 
count  of  its  numbers,  its  perfect  discipline  and  high  reputiition. 
It  was  mustered  in  at  Columbus,  and  was  in  all  the  great  battles 
ai  the  latter  j-ears  of  the  war.  It  won  high  praise  from  friend 
and  foe,  and  retired  witli  its  Imgbt  roll  of  honor,  after  the  suceees 
of  Right  and  Justice  was  accomplished. 

The  12IifT,  OR  Ninth  Cavalry,  was  mustered  in  March  1,  1864, 
under  Cul.  George  W.  Jackson,  at  Iiid:ana})olis,  and  thougl'  not 
numerically  strong,  was  6u  well  equii)j)cd  and  ]>ossessed  such  excel- 
lent material  that  on  the  iJrd  of  May  it  was  ordered  to  the  front. 
The  record  of  the  121st,  though  extending  over  a  brief  period,  is 
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pregDaDt  with  deeds  of  war  of  a  high  character.  On  the  26th  of 
April,  1865,  these  troops,  while  returning  from  their  labors  in  the 
South,  luat  55  men,  owing  to  the  explosion  of  the  engines  of  the 
steamer  "  Sultana."  The  return  of  the  386  6nrTivon,on  the  5th  of 
Septembor,  1865^  was  hsAM  with  joj,  and  proved  how  well  and 
dearly  the  cituens  of  Indiana  loved  their  aoldiers* 

The  IflSn  BooniBirT  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  Third  Gongres- 
Bional  DiBtriet,  owing  to  very  few  men  being  then  at  home,  Ailed 
in  orji^iialioni  and  the  regimental  number  beoame  a  blank. 

The  lS8o  Rbqikbmt  was  famished  by  the  Fourth  and  Seventh 
Congressional  Districts  during  the  winter  of  '64,  and  mas- 
tered, March  9, 1864,  at  Greensburg,  under  Col*  John  C.  McQuis* 
ton.  The  command  left  for  the  front  the  same  day,  and  after  win> 
ning  rare  distinction  during  the  last  years  of  the  campaign,  par- 
ticularly in  its  gallantry  at  Atlanta,  and  its  daring  movement  to 
escape  Forrest's  15,000  rebel  horsemen  near  Franklin,  this  regi- 
ment  was  discharged  on  the  30th  of  Angust,  1865,  at  Indianapolis, 
being  mustered  out  on  the  25th,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

The  124Tn  Regiment  conijdeted  its  organization  by  assuming 
three  companica  raised  for  the  125th  Regiment  (wliich  was  intended 
to  be  cavalry),  and  was  mustered  in  at  Richmond,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1S64,  under  Colonel  James  Burgess,  and  reported  at  Louis- 
ville  within  nine  days.  From  Bazzard's  Boost,  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1864,  under  General  Sehofield,  Lost  Mountain  in  June,  and  the 
capture  of  Decatur,  on  the  16th  July,  to  the  21st  March,  18tf5,  in 
its  grand  advance  under  General  Sherman  from  Atlanta  to  the 
eoas^  the  regiment  won  many  laurel  wreaths,  and  after  a  brilliant 
campaign,  was  mastered  out  at  Greensboro  on  the  81st  August, 
1865. 

The  126tb,  or  Tenth  Cavalrt,  was  partially  organized  daring 
November  and  December,  1862,  at  Vincennes,  and  in  February, 

1863,  completed  its  numbers  and  equipment  at  Columbus,  under 
Colonel  T.  M.  Pace.  Early  in  May  its  arrival  in  Nashville  was 
reported,  and  presently  assit^ned  active  service.  During  September 
and  October  it  ensraged  rebel  continf^ents  under  Forrest  and  Hood, 
and  later  in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  Reynold's  Hill  and  Sugar 
Creek,  and  in  ls65  Flint  River,  Courtland  and  Mount  Hope,  The 
explosion  of  tin;  Sid/ana  occasioned  the  loss  of  thirty-five  men  with 
Captain  Gaffney  and  Lieutenants  Twigg  and  Reeves,  and  in  a 
collision  on  the  KashviUe  it  Louisville  railroad.  May,  1864,  lost 
five  men  killed  and  several  wounded.   After  a  term  of  service  un« 
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Burpaeserl  fur  its  utility  aud  character  it  was  disembodied  at  Yicks- 
burg,  MiMissippi,  on  the  81st  August,  1S65,  and  returning  to 
Indianapolis  early  in  September,  was  welcomed  hy  the  Exeontive 
and  people. 

The  126th,  or  Eleventh  Cavalbt,  was  organised  at  Indian- 
apolis under  Colonel  Robert B.  Stewart,  on  the  Ist  of  Mareh,  186i» 
and  left  in  May  fur  Tennessee.  It  took  a  very  consfncnoos  part  in 
the  defeat  of  Ilood  near  Nashville,  joining  in  the  pursuit  as  far 
Gravelly  Springs,  Alabama,  where  it  was  dismounted  and  assigned 
infantry  duty.  In  June,  1865,  it  was  remounted  at  St.  Louis,  and 
moved  to  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  and  thence  to  Leavenworth,  where  it 
was  mustered  out  on  the  Idth  September,  1S65. 

The  127th,  o&  Twelfth  Cavalry,  was  partially  organized  at 
Eendanville^  in  Deoamber,  1863,  and  perfected  at  the  same  place, 
under  Colonel  Edward  Anderson,  in  April,  1864.  Beaching  the 
front  in  May,  it  went  into  aetive  serrioe,  took  a  prominent  part  in 
tlie  march  thiongh  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  after  a  serrioe  briil- 
liant  in  all  its  parts,  retired  from  tlie  field,  after  discharge,  on  the 
22d  of  November,  1865. 

The  128th  Reoiment  was  raised  in  the  Tenth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict of  the  period,  and  mnstcred  at  Michigan  City,  under  Colonel 
R.  p.  De  Hart,  on  the  ISth  March,  18(U.  On  the  25th  it  was 
reported  at  the  front,  and  assigned  at  once  to  Schofield's  Division. 
The  battles  of  Resaca,  Dallas,  New  Hope  Church,  Lost  Mountain, 
Keuesaw,  Atlanta,  Joaesboru,  Dalton,  Brentwood  UilU,  Nashville, 
and  the  six  days'  skirmish  of  Oolnmbia,  were  all  partieipated  in  by 
the  128th,  and  it  oontinned  in  serWoe  long  alter  the  termination 
of  hostilities,  holding  the  post  of  Baleigh,  North  Oarolina. 

The  lS9Ta  Bboikkkt  was,  like  the  former,  mastered  in  at 
Michigan  City  about  the  same  time,  under  Colonel  Charles  Case, 
and  moving  to  the  front  on  the  7th  April,  1864,  shared  in  the  for- 
tunes of  the  128th  until  August  29, 1865,  when  it  was  disembodied 
at  Charlotte,  Notrh  Carolina. 

The  13(>rH  Reoimknt,  mustered  at  Kokomo  on  tlie  12tli  March, 
18G4r,  under  Colonel  C.  S.  Tarrish,  left  en  route  to  the  seat  of  war 
on  the  16th,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  at  Nashville,  on  the  VJth..  During  the 
war  it  made  for  itself  a  brilliant  history,  and  retomed  to  Indian- 
apolis with  its  welUwon  honors  on  the  18th  Deeemoer,  1865. 

The  131st,  ob  TaiBTBSiiTa  Oatalbt,  nnder  Colonel  6.  M  L. 
Johnson,  was  the  last  mounted  regiment  reemited  within  the  Stata 
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It  left  IndiaBspoIis  on  the  80th  of  April,  1864^  in  infimtrj  trim, 
and  gained  its  firat  honon  on  the  let  of  October  in  its  magnificent 
defense  of  Hnntsyille,  Alabama,  against  the  rebel  diyision  of 
Oeueral  Bnford,  following  a  line  of  first-rate  military  coildaet  to 
the  end.  In  Janaary,  1865,  the  regiment  was  remounted,  won 
eome  distinction  in  its  modern  form,  and  was  mnatn^  ont  at 
Vicksburg  on  the  18th  of  ^November,  1865.  The  morale  and 
services  of  the  regiment  were  such  that  its  Colonel  wa3  promoted 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  in  consideration  of  its  merited  honors. 

TBX  ONB  UUHDBKD-DATB  YOLUITTBEBS. 

Governor  Morton,  in  obedience  to  the  offer  made  under  his  auspices 
to  the  general  Government  to  raise  volunteer  regiments  for  one  hun- 
dred days'  service,  issued  his  call  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1664.  This 
movement  suggested  itself  to  the  inventive  genius  of  the  war  Gh>v- 
«mor  as  a  most  important  step  toward  the  subjection  or  annihila*  ' 
tionof  the  military  supporters  of  slavery  widiin  a  year,  and  thus 
oondnde  a  war,  which,  notwithstanding  its  holy  daims  to  the  name 
of  Battles  for  Freedom,  was  beooming  too  protracted,  and  proving 
too  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Union.  In  answer  to 
the  esteemed  Governor's  call  eight  regiments  came  forward,  and 
formed  The  Grand  Division  of  the  Vohuiteers. 

The  132d  Rkoimknt,  imder  Ool.  S.  C.  Vance,  was  furnished  by 
Indianapolis,  Shelbyville,  Franklin  and  Danville,  and  leaving  on 
the  ISth  of  May,  1864,  reached  the  front  where  it  joined  the  forces 
acting  in  Tennessee. 

The  133d  Regiment,  raised  at  Richmond  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1864,  under  Col.  R.  !N.  Hudson,  comprised  nine  companies,  and 
followed  the  132d. 

The  134th  Rfaiimknt,  comprising  seven  companies,  was  organ- 
ized at  Indiiiuapolis  on  the  25th  of  May,  1864,  under  Col.  James 
Gavin,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  front. 

The  ISSth  RaoncsMT  was  raised  fh>m  the  volunteers  of  Bedford, 
Kobiesville  and  Gtoshen,  with  seven  oompanies  from  the  First  Con- 
gressional District,  under  Ool.  W.  0.  Wilson,  on  the  85th  of  May, 
1864,  and  left  at  onoe'^s»  rouU  to  the  South. 

The  ISdTH  Bbquuht  comprised  ten  oompanies,  raised  in  the 
same  districts  as  those  contributing  to  the  135th,  under  Ool.  J.  W. 
Foster,  and  left  for  Tennessee  on  the  24th  of  May,  1864. 

The  137th  Reoiiibht,  under  Col.  E.  J.  Robinson,  comprising 
yoluateers  from  Kokomo^  Zanesviile,  Medora,  Sullivan,  Bockvilie^ 
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«nd  Owen  and  lAwrenee  oomitiee,  left^  r&ut$  to  Tennessee  on  Hie 
28th  of  BCaj,  1864,  having  completed  orgaaication  the  day  previous. 

The  ISBra  BmiinT  was  fbrmed  of  seven  eompauies  from  the 
Kiuth,  with  three  from  the  Eleventh  Oongiessional  Distriet  (nn- 
leformed),  and  mnsteied  in  at  Indianapolis  on  the  27th  of  May« 
1864,  ander  CoL  J.  H.  Shannon.  This  fine  regiment  was  re- 
ported at  the  front  within  a  few  days. 

Tlie  189th  Bsoiment,  under  Col.  G^.  Hamphrej,  was  raised  from 
volunteers  furnished  by  Kendallvilie,  Lawrencebnrg,  Elizaville, 
Knightatown,  Connersville,  Newcastle,  Portland,  Vevay,  New 
Albany,  Metamora,  Colnmbia  City,  New  Haven  and  New  Phila- 
delphia. It  was  cx>n6tituted  a  regiment  on  the  8th  of  June,  1864, 
and  appeared  among  the  defenders  in  Tennessee  dnring  that  month. 

All  these  regiments  gained  distinction,  and  won  an  enviable  po- 
sition in  the  fi^lorious  history  of  the  war  and  the  no  less  glorious 
one  of  their  own  State  iu  its  relation  thereto. 

THB  PBBBIDBBT'S  OALL  OF  JULY,  1864* 

The  140th  BaaxmnT  was  organized  with  many  others,  in  response 
to  the  call  of  Ihib  nation.  Under  its  Colonel,  Thomas  J.  Brady,  i  t  pro- 
eeeded  to  the  Sonth  on  the  15th  of  November,  1864^  Having  taken 
a  most  prominent  part  in  all  the  desperate  straggles^  ronnd  Nash- 
ville and  Harfreesboro  in  1864,  to  Town  Greek  Bridge  on  the  aoth 
of  February,  1865,  and  completed  a  continuous  ronnd  of  severe  duty 
to  the  end,  arrived  at  Indianapolis  for  dischaigeon  theSlstof  July, 
where  Governor  Morton  reeeived  it  with  marked  honors. 

The  14  1st  Reoikent  was  only  partially  raised,  and  its  few  eom* 
penies  were  incorporated  with  Col  Brady's  command. 

The  142d  Reoiuent  was  recruited  at  Fort  Wayne,  under  Col.  I. 
M.  Comparet,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Indianapolis  on  the 

d  of  November,  1864.  After  a  steady  and  exceedingly  effective 
service,  it  returned  to  Indianapolis  on  the  i6th  of  July,  1865. 

TBB  PBniDBirT*8  diLL  OF  DBODCBIB,  1864, 

Was  answered  by  Imliaiia  in  the  most  material  terms.  No  less 
than  fourteen  serviceable  regiments  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  General  Government, 

The  14Sd  Rboiicrht  was  mastered  in,  under  Ool  J.  T.  Grill,  on 
the  91st  February,  1865,  reported  at  Nashville  on  the  d4th,  and  af. 
ter  abrief  bnt  brilliant  service  returned  to  the  State  on  the  Slat 
Oetober,  1865. 
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TIk'  144rfi  Rkoiment,  under  Col.  Ci.  W,  liidille.  was  inuslered  in 
on  tliu  tllh  March,  1S65,  loft  on  the  9th  for  Harper's  Ferry,  took  an 
elective  part  in  the  close  of  the  caiupaigu  and  reported  at  Indian- 
upolis  for  discharge  on  the  9th  August,  1865. 

The  145th  Reoikbmt,  under  Col.  W,  A.  AdAm8,left  Indianapolis 
on  the  18th  of  Febrnary,  1865,  and  joining  Gen.  8teaduuui*8  dirieion 
at  Ghattaoooga  on  the  SSd  was  sent  on  active  semee.  Its  duties 
were  diseharged  with  rare  fidelity  until  mustered  oat  in  January, 
1866. 

The  14r6Tu  RKr.i>fE:iiT,  under  Col.  Af.  C.  Welsh,  left  Indianapolis 
on  the  11th  of  March  en  route  to  Harper's  Ferry,  where  it  was  as- 
signed to  the  army  of  the  Shenandoah.  The  duties  ot  this  regiment 
were  severe  and  continuous,  to  the  period  of  its  muster  out  at  Bal- 
timore on  the  3l8t  of  August,  1865. 

The  147th  Regiment,  comprised  among  other  volunteers  from 
Benton,  Lafayette  and  llenry  counties,  organized  under  Cui.  Milton 
Peden  on  the  18th  of  March,  1865,  at  Indianapolis.  It  shared  a 
fortune  umilar  to  that  of  the  146th,  and  returned  tor  discharge  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1865. 

The  148tb  Rboiicbnt,  under  Col.  N.  R.  Ruckle,  lefk  the  State 
capital  on  the  28th  of  February,  1865,  and  reporting  at  Nashville, 
was  sent  on  guard  and  garrison  duty  into  the  heart  of  Tennessee. 
Returning  to  Indianapolis  on  the  8th  of  September,  it  received  a 
final  discharge. 

Tlie  149tii  Rkoiment  was  organized  at  Indianapolis  by  Col.  W. 
II.  Fairbankrf^,  and  left  on  the  3d  of  March,  1805,  for  Tennessee, 
where  it  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  surrcii  lor  of  the  rebel 
forces,  and  military  stores  of  Generals  Roddy  and  Polk.  The  reg- 
iment was  wdoomcd  home  by  Morton  on  the  29th  of  September. 

The  150th  Rboimbnt,  under  Ool.  IL  R  Taylor,  mustered  in  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1865,  left  for  the  South  on  the  18th  and  reported  at 
Harper*s  Ferry  on  the  17th.  Tliis  regiment  did  guard  duty  at 
Charleston,  Winohester,  Stevenson  Station,  Gk>rdon'3  Springs,  and 
after  a  service  characterized  by  utility,  returned  on  the  9th  of 
August  to  Indianapolis  for  discliarge. 

The  151st  RKciiMKNT,nnder  Col.  J  Ilealy,  arrived  at  Xashvillcon 
the  9th  of  March,  18<'»5.  On  the  14th  a  movement  on  Tullahonia 
was  undertaken,  and  three  months  later  returned  to  Nashville  tor 
garrison  duty  to  the  close  of  the  war.  It  was  mustered  out  on  the 
22d  of  September,  1865. 

The  152d  Rboikent  was  organized  at  Indianapolis,  under  Ool. 
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W.  "W  Qriiwold,  and  left  for  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  18th  of  March, 

1865.  It  was  attached  to  the  provisional  divisions  of  Shenandoah 
Army,  and  engaged  until  the  Ist  of  September,  when  it  w«a  dis- 
charged at  Indianapolis. 

The  153d  R?:«iment  was  organized  at  Indianapolis  on  the  1st  ot 
March,  1865,  under  C  ol.  O.  II.  P.  Carey.  It  reported  at  Louis- 
ville, and  by  order  ot  Gen.  Palmer,  was  licld  on  service  in  Ken 
tucky,  where  it  was  occupied  ia  the  exciting  but  very  dangerous 
pastime  of  fighting  Sonthem  gaerrlllas.  Later  it  was  posted  at 
LouisTille,  antil  nmstered  ont  on  the  4th  of  September,  1865. 

The  154Ta  RianiKUTt  oti^niaed  under  Col.  Frank  Wilooz,  left 
Indianapolis  under  Major  Simpson,  for  Ptokersbnig,  W.  Virginia, 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1866.  It  was  assigned  to  guard  and  garrison 
duty  until  its  discharge  on  the  4th  of  August,  1S65. 

The  155th  Regiment,  recruited  throughout  tho  State,  left  on  the 
26th  of  April  for  "Wasliin^'ton,  and  was  afterward  assigned  tea 
provisic»nul  Britrade  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  at  Alexandria.  The 
companie.s  of  this  regiiyent  were  scattered  over  tlie  country, — at 
Dover,  Centreviile,  Wilmington,  and  Salisbury,  but  becoming  re- 
united on  the  4th  of  August,  1865,  it  was  mustered  out  at  Dover, 
Delaware. 

The  166th  Battaliok,  under  Lieut-Ooknel  Charles  M.  Snflth, 
left  en  rotOe  to  the  Shenandoah  YtSiej  on  the  S7th  of  April,  1866, 
where  it  continued  doing  guard  duty  16  the  period  of  its  muster 
oat  the  4th  of  August,  1666,  at  Winchester,  Virginia. 

On  the  return  of  these  regiments  to  Indianapolis,  Qov.  Morton 
and  the  people  received  them  with  all  that  characteristic  cordiality 
and  enthusiasm  peculiarly  their  own. 

IHDBPKKDSMT  CAVALRY  COMPANr  OF  INDIANA  VOLVNTBUU. 

The  people  of  Crawford  county,  animated  with  that  inspiriting 
patriotism  wliich  the  war  drew  forth,  organized  this  mounted  com-  • 
pany  on  tlie  25tli  of  July,  1863,  and  placed  it  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government,  and  it  was  inustered  into  service  by  order  of  the 
"War  Secretary, on  tlic  13th  of  August,  1S»33,  uiidcr  Caj)tain  L. 
Lamb.  To  the  close  of  the  year  it  engaged  in  the  laudable  pursuit 
of  arresting  deserters  and  enforcing  the  draft;  however,  on  the 
18th  of  Jannaiy,  1864,  it  was  reconstituted  and  incorporated  with 
the  Thirterath  Cftvalry,  with  which  it  continued  to  serve  until  the 
treason  of  Americans  against  America  was  conquered. 
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The  28th  Regiment  of  Colored  Troops  was  recruited  throncrh- 
'>nt  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  under  Lieut. -Colonel  CharieB  S. 
Russell,  left  Indianapolis  for  the  fronton  tlie  24th  of  April,  1864. 
The  re^jiment  acted  very  well  in  its  first  euijagement  with  the 
rebels  at  White  House,  Virginia,  and  again  with  Gen.  Sheridan's 
'Cavalry,  in  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahoniiny.  In  the  battle  of 
the  "Crater,"  it  lost  half  its  roster;  but  their  place  was  soon  filled 
hy  other  colored  recruitB  from  the  State,  and  Russell  promoted  to 
-Aho  Cblonelcjr,  and  aftenrord  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  wlien  lie 
"^vas  anooeeded  in  theoommand  by  Major  Thomas  H.  Logan. 
IDnring  the  few  months  of  its  active  service  it  aocnmntated  quite  a 
Siistory,  and  wss  ultimately  diechargpd,  on  tlie  8tli  of  January, 
1866,  at  Indianapolis. 

BATTBBIES  OF  LIGHT  ABTILLBBY. 

First  Battery,  organized  at  Evansville,  ander  Captain  Martin 
^laiiss,  and  mustered  in  on  the  16th  of  August,  1801,  joined  Oen. 
iSVemont's  army  immediately,  and  entering  readily  upon  its  sain- 
-tary  course,  aided  in  tlie  capture  of  950  rebels  and  their  position 
^  Blaekwater  creek.  On  March  the  6th,  1862  at  Elkbom  Tavern, 
4md  on  the  8th  at  Pea  Ridge,  the  battery  performed  good  service. 
Port  Gibson,  Champion  Hill,  Jackson,  the  Teche  country,  Sabine 
OrosB  Roads,  Grand  Encore,  all  tell  of  its  effic^icy .  In  1864  it  was 
.'Subjected  to  reorganization,  when  Lawrence  Jacobj  was  raised  to 
the  Captiancy,  vie*  Klauss  resigned.  Atlter  a  long  term  of  useful 
service,  it  was  mnstered  out  at  Indianapolis  on  the  18th  of  August, 
iiS65. 

SfiOOND  Battery  was  organized,  under  Captain  1).  G.  Rabb,  at 
Indianapolis  on  tlie  9th  of  August,  ISGl,  and  one  month  later  pro- 
ce<Hled  to  the  front.  It  participated  in  the  campaign  against  Cul. 
Coftoe's  irregular  troops  and  the  rebellious  Indians  of  the  Cherokee 
nation.  From  Lox\g  Jack,  Missouri,  to  Jenkin's  Ferry  and  Fort 
JSuiith  it  won  signal  honors  until  its  reorganization  in  1S04,  aud 
even  after,  to  Jane,  1865,  it  maintained  a  very  fair  reputation. 

The  Third  Battbrt,  under  Oapt.  W.  W.  Frybarger,  was  organ- 
ised and  mustered  in  at  Connersville  on  the  S4th  of  August,  1861, 
4uid  proceeded  immediately  to  join  Fremont's  Army  of  the  Mis- 
souri. Moon's  Mill,  Kirksville,  Meridian,  Fort  de  Russy,  Alex- 
■andria,  Round  Lake,  Tupelo,  Clinton  and  Tallahatchie  are  names 
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wbieh  may  be  engraven  on  its  guns*  It  partieipated  in  tlie  afiain 
before  Nasbville  on  the  15tb  and  16th  of  December,  1804,  when 
General  Hood'a  Army  was  put  to  roate,  and  at  Fort  Blakdy,  ont- 
aide  Mobile,  after  wbieh  it  retamed  home  to  report  for  diachai^ 
August  21, 1865. 

The  Fourth  Battery,  reornited  in  La  Porte,  Porter  and  Lake 
counties,  reported  at  the  front  early  in  October,  18l>l,  and  at  once 
u>snined  a  prominent  jilace  in  the  iiriiiy  of  Gen.  Buell.  Again 
uii<ler  Rosencrans  and  McCook  and  under  General  Sheridan  at 
Stone  River,  the  services  of  this  battery  were  much  praised,  and  it 
retained  its  well-efirned  reputation  to  the  very  day  of  its  niubter  out 
— the  Ist  of  August,  1865.  Its  first  organiaation  was  completed 
nnder  Oapt.  A.  E.  Bash,  and  reorganiaed  in  Oct,  1864^  under  CSapt 
B.  F.  Johnson. 

The  FivTB  Battrbt  was  famished  by  La  Forte,  AUen,  Whitley 
and  Noble oounties,  oi^ganiasd  nnder  Oapt  Peter  Simonson,  and  mas- 
tered into  service  on  the  32d  of  November,  1861.  It  comprised 
foar  six  pounders,  two  being  rifled  cannon,  and  two  twelve-pounder 

Howitzers  with  a  force  of  158  men.  Reporting  at  Camp  Gil- 
bert, Louisville,  on  the  29th,  it  was  siiortly  after  assigned  to  the 
division  of  Gen.  Mitchell,  at  Bacon  Creek.  Daring  its  terra,  it 
served  in  twenty  battles  and  numerous  petty  actions,  losing  its  Cap- 
tain at  Pine  Mountain.  The  total  loss  accruing  to  the  battery  was 
84  men  and  officers  and  four  guns  It  was  mustered  out  on  the 
90th  of  July,  1864. 

The  Sixth  Battrbt  wap  recraited  at  E?anflviUe,  under  Captain 
Frsderiek  Behr,  and  left,  on  the  2d  of  Oet,  1861,  Ibr  the  firont» 
reporting  at  HenderBon,  Kentncky,  a  few  days  after.  Early  in 
1862  it  joined  Gen.  Sherman army  at  Paducah,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Shiioh,  on  the  6tli  of  ApriL  Its  history  grew  in 
brilliancy  nntil  the  era  of  peace  insured  a  cessation  of  its  great 
labors. 

T!io  Seventh  Battery  comprised  volunteers  from  Terre  Haute, 
Arcadia,  Evansville,  Salem,  Lawrenceburg,  Columbus,  Vin- 
cetincs  and  Indianapolis,  under  Samuel  J.  Harris  as  its  first 
Captaiu,  who  was  succeeded  by  G.  fi.  Shallow  and  O.  H.  Mor> 
gan  after  Ita  reorganintlon.  "Jhom  lihe  siege  of  Oorinth  to  the 
capture  of  Atlanta  it  performed  vast  serricss,  and  retomed  to 
Indianapolis  on  the  11th  of  Joiy,  1866,  to  be  leceiyed  by  the  peo- 
ple and  hear  its  history  from  the  lips  of  the  veteran  patriot  and 
Governor  of  the  State. 
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The  Eighth  Battkrv,  under  Captain  G.  T.  Cochran,  arrived  at 
the  front  on  tho  26th  of  February,  1862,  and  Bubsequentlj  entered 
upon  its  raal  duties  at  the  eiege  of  Corinth.  It  terved  with  dis> 
tinetion  thronghout,  and  eondnded  a  well-made  campaign  under 
Will  Stokes,  who  was  appointed  Oaptain  of  the  companies  with 
which  it  was  consolidated  in  March,  1865. 

The  Ninth  Battery.  The  organization  of  this  battery  was 
perfected  at  Indianapolis,  on  tlie  Ist  of  January,  18^)2,  under  Capt» 
M.  S.  Thompson.  Moving  to  the  front  it  participated  in  the  aft'airs 
of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Queen's  Hill,  Meridian,  Fort  Dick  Taylor,  Fort 
de  Russy,  Henderson's  Hill,  Pleasant  Hill,  Cotile  Landing,  Bayou 
Rapids,  Mansura,  Chicot,  and  many  others,  winning  a  name  in 
each  engagement.  The  explosion  of  the  steamer  Eclipse  at  Johnson- 
ville,  above  Paducab,  on  Jan.  27,  1865,  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
58  men,  leaving  onl/  ten  to  represent  the  hatteiy.  The  survivors 
resehed  Indianapolis  on  the  6th  of  March,  and  were  mustered  ont 

The  TuiTH  Batisbt  was  recruited  at  La&yette,  and  mustered  in 
under  Gapt.  Jerome  B.  Ooz,  in  January,  1861*  Having  passed 
through  the  Kentucky  campaign  against  Gen.  Bragg,  it  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  great  engagements,  and  finally  returned  to 
report  for  discharge  on  the  6th  of  July,  1864»  having,  in  the  mean- 
time, won  a  very  fair  fame. 

The  Eleventh  Battery  was  organized  at  Lafayette,  and  mus- 
tered in  at  Indianapolis  under  Capt.  Arnold  Sutermeister,  on  the 
I7th  of  December,  I'AOl.  On  most  of  the  principal  battle-fields, 
from  Shiloh,  in  lb62,  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  it  maintained  a  high 
repatatii>a  for  military  excellence,  and  after  consolidation  with  the 
Eighteenth,  mustered  out  on  the  7th  of  June,  1865. 

The  TwuJTB  Battsbt  was  recruited  at  Jeflforsonville  and  sub- 
sequently mustered  in  at  Indianapolis.  On  the  6th  of  March,  1863, 
it  reached  Nashville,  having  been  previously  assigned  to  Buell*s 
Army.  In  April  its  Captain,  G.  W.  Sterling,  resigned,  and  the 
position  devolved  on  Capt.  James  E,  White,  who,  in  turn,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Jiitnes  A.  Dunwoody.  The  record  of  the  battery  holds 
a  tirbt  place  in  the  history  of  the  ])eri»ui,  ami  enabled  both  men  and 
officers  to  look  back  with  pride  upon  the  battie-tields  of  the  land. 
It  WHS  ordered  home  in  June,  1865,  and  on  reaching  Indiana|toli8, 
on  tho  Ist  of  July,  was  mustered  out  on  the  7th  of  that  month. 

The  TuiBTEEMTH  Battery  was  organized  under  Captain  Sewell 
Ooulson,  during  the  winter  of  1861,  at  Indianapolis,  and  proceeded 
to  the  front  in  February,  1862.   During  the  subsequent  months  it 
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was  occupied  io  the  pursuit  of  John  H.  Morgan'a  raiders,  and 
aided  effectively  in  driving  them  from  Kentucky.  This  artiiiery 
company  returned  from  the  South  on  the  4th  of  July,  1865,  and 
were  discharged  the  (hty  following. 

Tlie  Fourteenth  Batteky,  recruited  in  Wabasli,  Miami,  Lafay- 
ette, and  Huntington  conntiea,  under  Captain  M.  II.  Kidd,  and 
Lieutenant  J.  W.  II.  ilcGuire,  left  Indianapolis  on  the  11th  of  • 
April,  1862,  and  within  a  few  monthB  one  portion  of  it  was  cap- 
tnred  at  Lexi  ngton  by  Gton.  FomBt'i  gnat  oavidry  oommAnd.  The 
main  battery  lost  two  gnna  and  two  men  at  Gimtown,  on  Uie  Mia- 
siseippi,  bat  proved  more  anooeflaflU  at  NathvUle  and  Mobile.  It 
airiyed  home  on  the  99th  of  August,  IWf  reoeived  a  pnblio  wel- 
oome,  and  ita  final  diBchaige. 

The  FiFTEBNTH  Battbbt,  nnder  Oaptain  L  H.  Yon  8ehUn» 
waa  retained  on  dnty  from  the  date  of  its  organisation,  at  Indian* 
apolia,  until  the  6th  of  July,  1862,  when  it  was  moved  to  Harper's 
Feny.  Two  months  later  tlie  gallant  defense  of  Maryland  Heights 
was  set  at  naught  by  the  rebel  Stonewall  Jackson,  and  the  entire 
garrison  purrendered.  Being  paroled,  it  was  reorganized  at  Indian* 
apolis,  and  appeared  again  in  the  field  in  March,  1863,  where  it 
won  a  splendid  renown  on  every  well-fought  field  to  the  dose  of 
the  war.    It  was  mustered  out  on  the  24th  of  June,  1865. 

The  SiXTEKNTH  Battery  was  organized  at  Lafayette,  under 
Capt.  Charles  A.  Nay  lor,  and  on  the  Ist  of  Jane,  1862,  left  for 
Washington.  Moving  to  the  front  with  Gen.  Pope's  command,  it 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Slaughter  Mountain,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  and  Qonik  Mountain,  and  Antietam^  under  Gen.  MeOlel- 
Um.  This  battery  was  engaged  in  a  large  nnmber  of  general  en* 
gagements  and  flying  oolnmn  afhirs>  won  a  very  favorable  reeord» 
and  returned  on  tiie  5th  of  July,  1865. 

The  SavmiTnOTH  Baitbbt,  under  Gapt,  Milton  L.  Miner,  waa 
mustered  in  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  SOdi  of  May,  18(Ki,  left  for  the 
front  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  the  Get^s> 
bw^  expedition,  was  present  at  Harper's  Ferry,  July  6, 1863,  and 
at  Opequan  on  the  19th  of  September.  Fisher'a  Hill,  New  Mar^ 
ket,  and  Cedar  Greek  brought  it  additional  honors,  and  won  from 
Gen.  Sheridan  a  tribute  of  praise  for  ita  service  on  these  battle 
grounds.  Ordered  from  Winchester  to  Indianapoiia  it  was  mus- 
tered out  there  on  the  3d  of  July,  1^65. 

The  iiiiouTii^NTu  Batteky,  under  Capt.  Eli  Lilly,  left  for  the 
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teont  in  August,  1862,  but  did  not  take  a  leading  part  in  the  cam- 
paign until  1863,  when,  under  Gen.  Rosencrans,  it  appeared  prom- 
inent at  Hoover's  Gap.  From  this  period  to  the  affairs  of  West 
Point  and  Macon,  it  ])erformed  first-class  service,  and  retarned  to 
its  State  on  tlic  25th  of  June,  1865. 

The  Nineteenth  Battkky  was  mustered  into  service  at  Indian- 
apolis, on  the  5th  of  August,  1862,  under  Capt,  S.  J.  Harris,  and 
proceeded  immediately  afterward  to  the  front,  where  it  participated 
in  the  campaign  against  Gen.  Brag^^.  It  was  present  at  every  post 
of  danger  to  the  end  of  the  war,  when,  aflter  the  sorrender  of  John- 
son's  army,  it  retnmed  to  Indianapolis.  Beadiing  that  city  on 
the  6th  of  Jnne^  1865,  it  was  treated  to  a  pnblio  reception  and 
received  the  congratalations  of  Got.  Morton.  Foar  days  later  it 
discharged. 

The  TwxNTnrH  Battkkt,  or^niaed  nnder  Oapt  IVank  A.  Bose, 
left  the  State  capital  on  the  17th  of  December,  1862,  for  the  front, 

and  reported  immediately  at  Henderson,  Kentucky.  Sabseqaently 
Captain  Rose  resigned,  and,  in  1863,  under  Oapt.  Osborn,  turned 
over  its  gnns  to  the  11th  Indiana  Battery,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
charge  of  siege  guns  at  Nashville.  Gov,  Morton  had  the  battery 
supplied  with  new  field  pieces,  and  bv  tlic  5th  of  October,  1863,  it 
was  again  in  the  held,  where  it  won  many  honors  under  Sherman, 
and  coiittnned  to  exercise  a  great  iuHueuce  until  its  return  on  the 
23d  of  June,  1865. 

The  Twenty  first  Ba  itery  recruited  at  Indianapolis,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  W.  W.  Andrew,  left  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1862,  for  Covington,  Kentucky,  to  aid  in  its  defense  against  the 
advancing  forces  of  Gton.  Kirby  Smith.  It  was  engof^  in  nnmerons 
military  sflfiurs  and  may  be  said  to  acquire  many  honors,  although 
its  record  is  stained  with  the  names  of  seven  deserters.  The  battery 
was  discharged  on  the  21st  of  Jnne,  1865. 

The  Tw£NTT-SBOom>  Battbby  was  mustered  in  at  Indianapolis 
on  the  15th  of  December,  1862,  under  Oapt  B.  F.  Denning,  and 
moved  at  once  to  the  front  It  took  a  Tory  oonsplcnons  part  in  the 
pursuit  of  Morgan's  Oavalry,  and  in  many  other  affairs.  It  threw 
the  first  shot  into  Atlanta,  and  lost  its  Captain,  who  was  killed  in 
the  skirmish  line,  on  the  1st  of  Jnly.  While  the  list  of  casualties 
numbers  onlv  35,  that  of  desertions  numbers  37.  This  battcrv  was 
received  with  public  honors  on  its  return,  the  25th  of  June,  1S65, 
and  mustered  out  on  the  7th  of  the  same  montii. 
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The  Twenty-third  Batteky,  recruited  in  Octol)er  1862,  and 
mustered  in  on  the  8th  of  November,  under  Oapt.  I.  H.Myers,  pro- 
ceeded south,  alLur  having  rendered  verj'  efficient  serviceaat  homo 
in  guarding  the  camps  of  rebel  prieoomv.  la  J  aljr,  1865,  the  battery 
took  aa  active  part,  under  General  BojWs  command,  in  rooting 
and  eaptarin^  the  raiders  at  Brandmibni^b,  and  snbeequentljr  to 
the  dose  of  the  war  performed  very  brilliant  exploits,  reaching 
Indianapolis  in  Jane,  1865.  It  was  diseharged  on  the  27th  of  that 
month. 

The  TwENn-vovRTB  Battery,  nnder  Capt.  1.  A.  Simme,  was 
enrolled  for  service  on  the  29tli  of  November,  1862;  rcmjunod 
at  Indianapolis  on  duty  until  iho  lothof  March,  1863,  when 
it  left  for  the  field.  From  its  jcirticipation  in  tlie  Cumberland 
River  campaign,  to  its  last  engagement  at  Columbia,  Teimessee,  it 
aided  materially  in  bringing  victory  to  the  Union  rank*  and  made 
for  itself  a  widespread  fame.  Arriving  at  Indianapolis  on  the  2Sth 
of  July,  it  was  publicly  reenTed,  and  in  fi^e  days  later  disembodied. 

The  TwBNTT'ViFra  Battbbt  was  recraited  in  September  and  Oe- 
tober,  1864^  and  mastered  into  seryioe  fbr  one  year,  nnder  Oapt 
Frederick  0.  Starm.  December  13th,  it  reported  atHashviUe^and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Hood's  army.  Its 
duties  until  July.  1365,  were  oontinoons,  when  it  retamed  to 

report  for  final  discharge. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Battery,  or  "Wilder's  Battery,"  was  re- 
cruited under  Capt.  I.  T.  Wilder,  of  Greensburg,  in  May,  1861;  but 
was  not  mustered  in  as  an  artillery  company.  Incor  porating  itself 
with  a  regiment  then  forming  at  Indianapolis  it  was  mustered  as 
company  **A,"  of  the  17th  Infantry,  with  Wilder  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  Sabseqnently,  at  Elk  Water,  Virginia, 
it  was  converted  into  the  **First  Independent  Battery,**  and  became 
known  as  Bigby's  Battery.'*  The  record  of  this  batteiy  is  as 
brilliant  as  any  won  daring  the  war.  On  every  field  it  has  won  a 
distinct  reputation;  it  was  well  worthy  the  enthusiastic  reception 
given  to  it  on  its  return  to  Indianapolis  on  tiie  11th  and  13th  of 
July,  1865.  During  its  term  of  service  it  was  subject  to  many 
transmutations;  but  in  every  phase  of  its  brief  history,  areputation 
fir  gallantry  and  patriotism  was  maintained  wllich  now  formS  a 
living  testimonial  to  its  services  to  the  public. 

The  total  number  of  battles  in  the  "  War  of  the  Rebellion  "  in 
which  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  great  and  noble  State  of  Indiana 
were  more  or  1ms  engaged,  was  as  follows: 
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I^itr.  VanrBaHlfla.  Loaidttf.  Kn.  of  BattlM. 

Virginia                                      90  Mar3'land   T 

TcnneMee                                    51  Texas   & 

GeorLz:m   ,                       41  South  Carolina.   2 

Mississippi                                24  Indian  Tenrittny.   % 

Arknasas                                     ig  PennsylvaaUl   1 

Kentucky                               16  Ohio     t 

15  ludiaua   1 


Xtoovrf   9 

North  Carolina.   8    Total  908 

The  regiments  sent  forth  to  the  defense  of  the  Republic  in  the 
hour  of  its  greatest  peril,  when  a  host  of  her  own  sons,  blinded  by 
some  unholy  infatuation,  leaped  to  arras  that  they  might  trample 
apon  the  liberty-ifiving  principles  of"  the  nation,  have  been  passed 
in  very  brief  review.  The  authorities  chosen  for  the  dates,  names, 
and  figures  are  the  records  of  the  State,  and  the  main  subject  is 
based  upon  the  actions  of  those  267,000  gallant  men  of  Indiana 
who  rnshed  to  arms  in  defense  of  all  for  which  their  fathers  bled^ 
leaving  their  wives  and  childrea  and  homes  in  the  gaardianship  of 
a  truly  paternal  Govemmeat. 

The  relation  .of  Indiana  to  the  Bepnblie  was  then,  established; 
for  when  the  population  of  the  State,  at  the  time  her  sons  went 
forth  to  participate  in  war  for  the  mainteoanoe  of  the  Union,  ia 
brought  into  comparison  with  all  other  States  and  oonntries,  it  will 
be  apparent  that  the  sacrifices  made  by  Indiana  from  lS61-'65 
equal,  if  not  actually  exceed,  the  noblest  of  those  recorded  in  tho 
history  of  ancient  or  modern  times.  v 

Unprepared  for  the  terrible  inundation  of  modern  wickedness, 
which  threatened  to  deluge  the  country  in  a  sea  of  blood  and  rob», 
a  people  of  their  richest,  their  most  prized  inheritance,  the  State 
rose  above  all  precedent,  and  under  the  benign  influence  of  patriot- 
ism, guided  by  the  wdl-directed  leal  of  a  irise  Goremor  and 
Ghnrerameitt^  sent  into  the  field  an  army  that  in  numbers  was. 
gigantic,  and  in  moral  and  physical  exoellence  never  equaled 

It  is  Uad  down  in  the  official  reports,  fnmislied  to  the  War  De- 
partment, that  over  200,000  troops  were  specially  ortjanized  to  aid 
in  crushing  the  legions  of  the  slave-holder;  that  no  less  than  50,000- 
militia  were  armed  to  defend  the  State,  and  that  the  large,  but  abso- 
lutely necessary  number  of  commissions  issued  was  17,114.  All 
this  proves  the  t^cientific  skill  and  military  economy  exercised  by 
the  Governor,  and  Wrought  to  the  aid  of  the  people  in  a  most  terri- 
ble emergency;  for  he,  with  some  prophetic  sense  of  th'e  gravity  of 
the  situation,  saw  that  unleaa  the  greatest  powers  ot  che  ITniois 
were  put  forth  to  crush  the  least  justifiable  and  most  pemidons. 
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of  all  rebellions  holding  a  place  in  the  record  of  nations,  the  best 
blood  of  the  country  would  flow  ia  a  vain  attempt  to  avert  a  catas- 
trophe which,  if  prolonged  for  n^ay  years,  would  resalt  ia  at  least 
the  moral  and  ooinmerdal  rain  of  the  eonntry. 

The  part  which  Indiuw  took  ia  the  war  againat  the  Bebellion  ia 
one  of  which  the  eitiieaa  of  the  State  may  well  he  proud.  In  the 
immbw  of  troops  famished,  and  in  the  amount  of  yoluntarj  eon- 
tribntiona  rmdered,  IndiaDs,  in  proportion  and  wealth,  stands 
eqaal  to  anj  of  her  sister  States.  "  It  is  also  aanlgect  of  gratitude 
and  thankfulness,"  said  Gov.  Morton,  in  his  raes3a<»e  to  the  Lec^is- 
lature,  "  that,  while  the  number  of  troops  furnished  b_v  Indiana 
alone  in  this  great  contest  would  have  done  credit  to  a  lirst-class 
nation,  measured  by  the  standard  of  previous  wars,  not  a  single 
battery  or  battalion  from  this  State  has  brought  reproach  upon  the 
national  flag,  and  no  disaster  of  the  war  can  be  traced  to  any  want 
of  fidelity,  oourage  or  eflieien<gr  on  the  part  of  any  Indiana  offioer. 
The  enduranoe,  heroism,  intelllgeiiQe  and  sUtt  of  the  officera  and 
soldiers  sent  forth  Indiana  to  do  battle  for  the  Union,  have  shed 
a  luster  on  oar  beloved  State,  of  which  any  people  might  justly  be 
proud.  Without  claiming  superiority  over  oar  loyal  sister  States, 
it  is  but  justice  to  the  brave  men  who  have  represented  us  on 
almost  every  battle-field  of  the  war,  to  say  that  their  deeds  have 
placed  Indiana  in  the  front  rank  of  those  heroic  States  which 
rushed  to  the  rescue  of  the  imperiled  Government  of  the  nation. 
The  total  number  of  troops  furnished  by  the  State  for  all  terms  of 
service  exceeds  200,000  men,  much  the  greater  portion  of  them 
being  for  three  years;  and  in  addition  thereto  not  less  than  50,000 
State  militia  have  from  time  to  time  been  called  into  active  service 
to  repel  rebel  raids  and  defend  our  southern  border  from  inva- 
aioD." 

AFTKH  THE  WAR. 

In  1867  the  Legislature  comprised  91  Republicans  and  59  Dem- 
ocrats. Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  Gov.  Morton 
resigned  his  office  in  consequence  of  having  b^n  elected  to  the  U. 
S.  Senate,  and  Lieut.-Gov.  Conrad  Baker  assumed  tlio  Executive 
chair  during  the  remainder  of  Morton's  term.  This  Legislature, 
by  a  very  decisive  vote,  ratified  tlie  14th  amendment  to  the  Federal 
Constitution,  constituting  all  persons  born  m  the  country  or  sub- 
jeut  to  its  jurisdiction,  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
State  wh«^n  tb^  reside,  without  regard  to  race  or  color;  reduc- 
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ing  the  Congrossionai  repies^entation  in  any  Slute  iu  which  there 
should  be  a  restriction  of  the  exercise  of  tlie  elective  franchise  on 
account  of  race  or  color;  (lisfranchisiag  persouB  therein  uanied 
who  shall  liaye  en/];age<l  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the 
United  States;  and  deoburing  that  the  validity  of  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  States  authorised  bj  hiw,  shall  not  be  questioned. 

This  Legislature  also  passed  an  act  providing  for  l^e  registry  of 
Yotes,  tlie  pnaishment  of  fraudulent  practices  at  elections,  and  for 
the  apportionment  and  compensation  of  a  Board  of  Registration; 
this  Board  to  consist,  in  each  township,  of  two  freeholders  appointed 
by  the  County  Commissioners,  together  with  the  trustee  of  such 
township;  in  cities  the  freeholders  are  to  be  appointed  in  each 
ward  by  tlie  city  council.  The  measures  of  thia  law  are  very  slnct, 
and  are  laithfully  executed,  No  cries  of  fraud  lu  elections  are 
heard  in  connection  with  Indiana. 

This  Legislature  also  divided  the  State  into  eleven  Gongressioiial 
Districts  and  apportioned  their  r^resentation;  enacted  a  law  for 
the  protection  and  indemnity  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  and  soldiers  of  the  Indiana  Legion,  for  acts  done  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  State,  and  in  cntorcing  the  laws  and  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  country;  made  definite  appropriations  to  the  several 
benevolent  institutions  of  the  State,  and  adopted  several  measures 
for  the  oiK'ourai'ement  of  education,  etc. 

In  \S6Sy  Indiana  was  the  first  in  the  field  of  national  politics, 
l)0th  the  principal  |)arties  holding  State  conventions  eariy  in  the 
year.  The  Democrats  nominated  T.  A.  Hendricks  for  Governor, 
and  denounced  in  their  platform  the  reconstruction  policy  of  the 
Bepublicaus;  recommended  that  United  States  treasury  notes  be 
substitnted  lor  nattcnal  bank  currency;  denied  that  the  General 
Government  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  question  of  suffrage 
in  any  of  the  States,  and  o})posed  negro  suffrage,  etc.;  while  the 
Republicans  nominated  Conrad  Baker  for  Governor,  defended  ito 
reconstruction  policy,  opposed  a  further  contraction  of  the  curr^ey, 
etc.  The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one,  and  Mr.  Baker  was 
elected  Governor  by  a  inajority  of  only  961.  In  the  Presidential 
election  that  soon  followed  the  State  gave  Grant  9,572  more  than 
Seym  our. 

During  186S  Indiana  presented  claims  to  the  Government  for 
about  three  and  a  half  millions  dollars  for  expenses  incurred  in  the 
war,  and  $1,958,917.94  was  allowed.  Also,  this  year,  a  legislative 


Digitized  by  Google 


Uiyiiizca  by  GoOglc 


HIBTOttY  OF  INDIANA.  IQ^ 

* 

«oiniiiiMion  nporled  that  $413,699.48  were  allowed  to  parties  saii 
feting  Ices  by  the  Morgan  raid. 

ThU  year -Governor  Baker  obtained  a  site  for  the  Honse  of 
Befa£^.   (See  a  sabgeqnent  page.)    The  Soldiers'  and  Seamen's 

Home,  near  Knightstown,  originally  established  by  private  enter- 
prise and  benevolence,  and  adopted  by  the  Lcrrislature  of  the 
previous  year,  was  in  a  good  condition.  Up  to  that  date  the  insti- 
tntion  had  afforded  relief  and  temporary  subsistence  to  400  men 
who  had  been  disabled  in  the  war.  A  substantial  brick  building 
had  been  bnilt  for  the  home,  while  the  old  buildings  were  used  for 
«o  orphans'  department,  in  whiefa  were  gatihered  86  children  of 
^toceaeed  soldiers. 

DIYOBOE  LAW& 

By  some  mistake  or  liberal  design,  the  early  statute  laws  of 
Indiana  oik  the  subject  of  divoroe  were  rather  more  loose  llian  those 
of  most  other  States  in  this  Union;  and  this  snbgeet  had  been  a 
matter  of  so  modi  jest  among  the  pnblie,  that  in  1870  the  Governor 
reeommended  to  the  Legislature  a  reform  in  this  direction,  whieh 
yas  pretty  effoctually  carried  out.  Since  that  time  divorces  can 
be  granted  only  for  the  following  causes:  1.  Adultery.  2.  Impo- 
tency  existing  at  the  time  of  marriage.  3.  Abandonment  for  two 
years.  4.  Cruel  and  inhuman  treatment  of  one  party  by  the  other. 
6.  Habitual  drunkenness  of  either  party,  or  the  failure  of  the  hus- 
band to  make  reasonable  provision  for  the  family.  6  The  failure 
of  the  husband  to  make  reasonable  provision  for  the  family  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  7.  The  conviction  of  either  party  of  an  infamous 
crime. 
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Were  it  not  for  political  government  the  pioneera  woald  have  got 
along  witihont  money  mach  longer  than  they  did.  The  preeanre  of 
goyemmental  needa  waa  aomewhat  in  adTanoe  of  the  monetary 
income  of  the  firat  aetfclera,  and  the  little  taxation  required  to  carry 
on  the  governmeot  aeemed  great  and  even  oppreeaive^  capeoially  at 
certain  periods. 

In  November,  1821,  Gov.  Jennings  convened  the  Legislature  in 
extra  sesaion  to  provide  for  the  pa3rment  of  interest  on  the  State 
debt  and  apart  of  the  principal,  Rmounting  to  $20,000.  It  was 
thought  that  a  siifEcient  amount  would  be  realized  in  the  notes  of 
the  State  bank  and  its  branches,  although  they  were  cousiderablj 
depreciated  Said  the  Go%'ernor:  "  It  will  be  oppressive  if  the 
State^  after  the  paper  of  this  institution  (State  bank)  was  author- 
ized to  be  circulated  in  revenue,  should  be  prevented  by  any  assign- 
ment  of  the  evidences  ot  existing  debt,  from  discharging  at  least 
80  much  of  that  debt  with  the  paper  of  the  bank  aa  will  absorb  the 
collections  of  the  preeent  year;  especially  when  thidr  notes,  after 
being  made  reedvabie  by  the  agenta  of  the  State,  beeame  greatly 
dq»reoiated  by  great  miamanagement  on  the  part  of  the  bank 
itaelt  It  ought  not  to  be  ezpeeted  that  a  pnblie  loea  to  the  State 
ahonld  be  avoided  by  reaorting  to  any  meaanres  which  would  not 
comport  with  correct  viewa  of  public  juatice;  nor  ahonld  it  be 
anticipated  that  the  treaaniy  of  the  United  States  would  ultimately 
adopt  meaaurea  to  aeoure  an  uncertain  debt  which  would  inter> 
fere  with  arrangements  calculated  to  adjust  the  demand  againat  the 
State  without  producing  any  additional  embarrassment*' 

The  state  of  the  public  del)t  was  indeed  embarrassing,  as  the 

bonds  which  had  been  executed  in  its  behalf  had  been  assigned. 

The  exciting  cause  of  this  proceeding  consisted  in  the  machinations 

of  unprincipled  speculators.    Whatever  dis])osition  the  princij)al 

bank  may  have  made  of  the  funds  deposited  by  the  United  States, 

the  connection  of  interest  between  the  Bteani-mill  company  and  the 

bank,  and  the  extraordinary  accomniodatiuus,  as  well  as  their  amount, 

effected  by  arrangements  of  the  steam-mill  agency  and  some 

the  olticers  of  the  bank,  wwe  among  the  principal  caoaea  which 
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had  prostrated  the  paper  eireoUting  rnedimn  of  the  State^  lolkraB  it^ 
was  dependent  on  the  State  bank  and  its  branohes^  An  abnomiab 
.  state  of  affairs  like  this  very  naturally  produced  a  blind  disbaraer- 
ment  of  the  fund  to  some  ezt^t,  and  this  disbursement  wonldi  hn 
called  by  almost  every  one  an  **  unwise  administration." 

Durinor  the  first  16  years  of  this  century,  the  bellip^erent  cwndi- 
tion  of  Europe  called  for  agricultural  supplies  from  America,  andi 
the  consequent  hi^li  price  of  grain  justified  even  the  remote  pio- 
neers of  Indiana  in  undertaking  the  tedious  transportation  of  the? 
products  of  the  soil  which  the  times  forced  upon  them.  The  lai^^ 
disbursements  made  by  the  general  Government  among  the  peo- 
ple natorally  engendered  a  rage  for  specolation;  nametmis  banb. 
with  fietitioos  oapital  were  established;  immense  iasnesof  paper^ 
were  made;  and  the  oircnlating  medium  of  the  eonntiy  waaii^ 
ereased  fourfold  in  the  oonrse  of  two  or  three  years.  Thi^  infla-. 
tion  produced  the  consequences  which  always  follow  snch  a  scheme.^ 
namely,  unfounded  visions  of  wealth  and  spl^dor  and  the  wild, 
invratments  which  result  in  ruin  to  the  many  and  wealth  to  tbe^ 
few.  The  year  1821  was  consequently  one  of  great  financial  pani^ 
and  was  the  first  experienced  by  the  early  settlers  of  the  West. 

In  1822  the  new  Governor,  William  Hendricks,  took  a  linpefiit 
view  of  the  situation,  referring  particularly  to  the  "agriculturaL 
and  social  happiness  of  the  State."  The  crops  were  abundaut  Hii^- 
year,  immigration  was  setting  in  heavily  and  everything  seemed  to* 
have  an  upward  look.  But  the  eostoms  of  the  white  neeetill  eom- 
polling  them  to  patronise  European  industries,  eombined  with  thee 
remoteness  of  the  surplus  produoa  of  Indiana  from  European  mar-^ 
kets,  constituted  a  serious  drawback  to  the  aocnmulation  of  wealth. 
Such  a  state  of  things  naturally  changed  the  habits  of  the  people- 
to  some  extent^  at  least  for  a  short  time,  assimilating  tbom  to  thioee* 
of  more  primitive  tribes.  This  change  of  custom,  however,  was> 
not  severe  and  protracted  enon^li  to  change  the  intelligent  and' 
social  nature  of  the  people,  and  they  arose  to  their  normal  height, 
on  tiie  very  first  opportunity. 

In  1822-*3,  before  speculation  started  up  again,  the  sarploff; 
money  was  invested  mainly  in  domestic  manufactories  instead  of 
other  and  wilder  commercial  enterprises.  Home  manufactories* 
were  what  the  people  needed  to  make  tbem  more  independents 
They  not  only  gave  employment  to  thousands  whose  senrioee  werft. 
before  that  valueless,  but  also  created  a  market  for  a  great  portibii^ 
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•f  the  surplus  prodnoe  of  the  ftnnera.  A  part  of  the  Burplns  oap- 
italt  however,  was  also  sank  in  internal  improvements,  some  of 
which  were  nnsneeessful  for  a  time,  bnt  eventually  proved  lemn- 
aerative. 

Kuah  Noble  ocenpied  the  Exccntive  chair  of  the  State  from  1881 
to  1887,  commencing  his  duties  amid  peculiar  embarrassments. 

The  crops  of  1832  were  short,  Asiatic  cholera  came  sweeping  along 
the  Ohio  and  into  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  the  Black  Hawk  war 
raged  in  the  Northwest, — all  these  at  ouce,  and  jet  the  work  of 
internal  improvements  was  actually  begun. 

STATB  BA.HK. 

The  State  bank  of  Indiana  was  established  by  law  January  2S, 
1834.  The  act  of  the  Legislature,  by  its  own  terms,  ceased  to  be  a 
bw,  Jasnary  1, 1857.  At  the  time  of  its  organ'iiation  in  1834^  its 
outstanding  eireulation  was  $4,208,725,  with  a  debt  due  to  the  insti- 
tution, prindpaUy  from  eitizens  of  the  State,  of  $6,095,868.  During 
the  years  1857>'58  the  bank  redeemed  nearly  its  entire  cirenlation, 
fioviding  for  the  redemption  of  all  outstanding  obligations;  at  this 
lime  it  had  oolleotedfroni  most  of  its  debtors  the  money  which  they 
owed.  The  amounts  of  the  State's  interest  in  the  stock  of  the  bank 
was  390,000,  and  the  money  thus  invested  was  procured  by  the 
issue  of  live  per  cent  Iwnds,  the  last  of  whicli  was  payable  July  1, 1866. 
The  nominal  profits  of  the  bank  were  $;2,TsO.F.04.36.  By  the  law 
•reatini^  the  sinking  fund,  that  fund  was  appropriated,  first,  to  pay 
the  principal  and  interest  on  the  bonds;  secondly,  the  expenses  of 
tiieCommissioacrs;  and  lastly  the  cause  of  common-school  educa- 
lim 

Th»8toek  in  all  the  branehes  anthoriied  was  snbseribed  by  indi* 
vfdVmb^  and  the  installment  paid  as  required  by  the  charter.  The 
loan  aniftorised  for  the  payment  on  the  stook  allotted  to  the  State, 
amounting  to  $500,000,  was  obtained  at  a  premium  of  1.05  per 
per  oent.  on  five  per  cent  stock,  making  the  sum  of  over  $5,000  on 
the  anount  borrowed.  In  183G  we  find  that  the  State  bank  was 
doinjf  good  service;  agricultural  products  were  abundiiiit.  and  the 
market  was  good;  consequently  the  people  were  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  blessings  of  a  free  goverimu  nt. 

By  the  year  1843  the  State  was  experiencing  the  disasters  and 
embarassmeut  consequent  upon  a  svntein  of  over-banking,  and  its 
natural  progeny,  over-trading  and  deceptive  speculation.  Such  a 
itateof  things  tends  to  relax  the  hand  of  industry  by  creating  false 
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Dodona  of  wealth,  and  tempt  to  sudden  aequieitions  by  means  as  dd«- 
sive  in  tfaoir  reenlts  as  they  are  eontrarj  to  a  primary  law  of  natora. 
The  people  began  more  than  ever  to  see  die  neoessitj  of  fiXdng 
back  npon  that  branch  of  industry  for  which  Indiana,  espeeially 
at  that  time,  was  particularly  fitted,  namely,  agrienltnre^  as  the 
true  and  lasting  source  of  substantial  wealth. 

Gov.  Whiteomb,  1843-'49,  succeeded  well  in  maintaining  the 
credit  of  the  State.  Measures  of  coitiprotnise  between  the  State 
and  its  creditors  were  adopted  by  which,  ultimately,  tiie  ])nblic 
works,  although  incompletei  were  given  in  payment  tor  the  claims 
against  the  Government. 

At  the  close  of  his  term,  Gov.  Whiteomb  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  firom  Deoember,  1848,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1849,  Lient^€k>y.  Paris  C.  Dnnning  was  acting  Governor. 

In  1861a  general  banking  law  was  adopted  which  gave  a  new 
impetns  to  the  commerce  of  the  State,  and  opened  the  way  for  a 
broader  volnme  of  general  trade;  bat  this  law  was  the  eonroe  of 
many  abnses;  carrency  was  «q>anded,  a  delusive  idea  of  wealth 
again  prevailed,  and  as  a  consequence,  a  great  deal  of  damaging 
speculation  was  indulged  in. 

In  1S57  the  charter  of  the  State  bank  expired,  and  the  large 
gains  to  tiic  State  in  that  institation  were  directed  to  the  promotion 
of  common-school  education. 

WXALTH  AVD  PSOOEBSB. 

During  the  war  of  the  Bebellion  the  financial  condition  of  the 
people  wasof  oonrselike  thatof  the  other  Nortliem  States  generally. 
1870  fonnd  the  State  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  October  81 
of  this  year,  the  dale  of  the  fiscal  report,  there  was  a  surplus  of 
$878,S49  in  the  treasury.  The  receipts  of  the  year  amonnted  te 
$3,605,639,  and  the  disbursements  to  $2,948,600,  leaving  a  balanoe 
of  $  1,(  35,288.  The  total  debt  of  the  State  in  November,  1871,  wm 
$3,937,821. 

At  the  ])re8ent  time  the  principal  articles  of  export  from  the  State 
are  flour  and  pork.  Nearly  ail  tiie  wheat  raised  within  the  State 
is  manufactured  into  flour  within  its  limits,  especially  in  the  north- 
ern part.  The  pork  business  is  the  leading  one  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  State. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  vast  extent  of  railroad  lines 
in  this  State^  in  conneetion  with  the  agrionltnral  and  minml 
resonroes,  both  developed  and  undeveloped,  as  already  noted,  we  can 
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«ee  what  a  Bubstantial  foandation  exists  for  the  future  welfare  of 
this  great  oommonwealth.  Almost  every  portion  of  the  State  is 
rooming  up  equally.  The  dispoeition  to  monopolize  does  not  exist 
>to  a  s^reater  degree  thati  is  desirable  or  necessary  for  healthy  compe- 
tition. Speculators  in  flour,  pork  and  otlicr  commodities  appeared 
during  the  war,  hut  generally  came  to  ruin  at  their  own  game. 
The  aci^ricultural  coinmunity  here  is  an  independent  one,  under- 
•.fitamiing  its  rights,  and  "  knowing  them  will  maintain  tliotn." 

Indiana  is  more  a  manufacturing  State,  also,  than  many  imagine. 
It  j»r<ibably  has  the  greatest  wagon  and  carriage  manufactory  in  the 
"World.    In  1875  the  total  number  of  manufacturing  establishments 

this  State  was  16,812;  nnmbor  of  steam  engines,  3,684,  with  a 
"total  horse-power  of  1 14,961 ;  the  total  horse-power  of  water  wheels, 
^^14;  onmber  of  hands  employed  in  the  mannfaetories,  86,403; 
«i^ital  employed,  is  $117,462,161;  wages  paid,  $35,461,987;  cost  of 
materia),  $104,831,682;  value  of  pr^ucts,  $801«804,271.  These 
'figures  are  on  an  average  aboot  twice  what  they  were  only  live  years 
■proviously,  at  wliich  time  they  were  about  doable  what  they  were 
;ten  years  before  that.  In  manufacturing  enterprise,  it  is  said  that 
Indiana,  in  proportion  tu  her  population,  is  considerably  in  advance 
•of  Illinois  and  Michigan. 

In  1S70  theassesseil  valuation  of  the  real  estate  in  Indiana  was 
$460,120,974;  of  personal  estate,  $'203,334,070;  true  valuation  of 
4)Oth,  $1,268,180,543.  According  to  the  evidences  of  increase  at 
that  time,  the  value  of  taxable  property  in  this  State  must  be  double 
'the  foregoing  tigures.  This  is  utterly  astonishing,  especially  when 
wo  consider  what  a  large  matter  it  is  to  double  the  elements  of  a 
ilarge  and  wealthy  State,  compared  witii  its  increase  in  infancy. 

The  taxation  for  State  purposes  in  1870  amounted  to  $2,943,078; 
^fi>r  4»unty  purposes,  $4,654,476;  and  for  monicipal  purposes, 
:$3,19S,577.  The  total  oounty  debt  of  Indiana  in  1870  was  $1,127,- 
and  the  total  debt  of  towns,  cities,  etc.,  was  $2,528,984. 

In  the  oompilatioD  of  this  statistical  matter  we  have  before  ns  the 
Atatistica  of  every  element  of  progress  in  Indiana,  in  the  U.  S. 
Census  Reports;  bnt  as  it  would  be  really  improper  for  na  further 
to  bvrdcTi  tlicso  pages  with  tables  or  columns  of  large  numbers,  we 
will  conclude  by  remarking  that  if  any  one  wishes  further  details  in 
thefie  matters,  he  can  readily  find  them  in  the  Census  Keports  of 
the  Government  in  any  city  or  village  in  the  country.  Besides, 
ddmoet  any  one  can  obtain,  free  of  charge,  from  his  representative  in 
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Congress,  all  these  and  other  public  documentB  in  which  hemay  bo 
interested. 

niTBKNAL  IMPBOVfiUBNTB. 

TIlis  subject  began  to  be  agitated  as  early  as  1818,  dnriog  tbo 
^ministration  of  Governor  Jennings,  who,  as  well  as  all  the 
^yemois  sncceeding  him  to  1848,  made  it  a  special  point  in  their 
messages  to  the  Legislature  to  nrge  the  adoption  of  measnrea  for 

the  construction  of  highways  and  canalR  and  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  rivers.  Gov.  Hendricks  in  1822  specified  as  the 
most  important  improvement  tlio  navigation  of  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio,  the  Wabash  and  White  rivers,  and  other  atreatn.s,  and  the 
•construction  of  the  Nationul  and  other  roads  through  the  State. 

In  1K26  Governor  Ilaj  considered  the  construction  of  roads  and 
■canals  as  a  necessity  to  place  the  State  on  an  equal  financial  footing 
with  the  older  States  East,  and  in  1829  he  added:  *'This  subject 
•can  nevier  grow  Irlnome,  since  it  must  be  the  sonroe  of  the  bless-' 
inga  of  eiyiliaed  life.  To  secure  its  benefits isa  duty  enjoined  upon 
the  Legislature  by  the  obligations  of  the  social  compact" 

In  1880  the  people  became  mneh  excited  over  the  project  of  con- 
necting the  streams  of  the  country  by  "The  National  Kew  York 
-&  Mississippi  railroad."  The  National  road  and  the  Michigan 
and  Ohio  turnpike  WMe  enterprises  in  which  the  people  and  Legis- 
lature of  Indiana  were  interested.  The  latter  had  already  been  the 
CRuse  of  much  bitter  controversy,  and  its  looation  was  then  the 
subject  of  contention. 

In  1S32  the  work  of  internal  improvements  fairly  commenced, 
despite  the  partial  failure  of  the  crops,  the  Black  Hawk  war  and 
the  Asiatic  cholera.  Several  war  parties  invaded  the  Western 
settlements,  exciting  great  alarm  and  some  suffering.  This  year 
the  canal  commissioners  completed  the  task  assigned  them  and  had 
negotiated  the  canal  bonds  in  New  York  city,  to  the  amount  of 
$100,000,  at  a  premium  of  18^  per  cent,  on  terms  honorable  to  the 
State  and  advantageous  to  the  work.  Before  the  close  of  tnis  year 
$54,000  were  spent  for  the  improvement  of  the  Michigan  road,  and 
$1^2,000  were  realized  from  the  sale  of  lands  appropriated  for  iti 
oonstruction.  In  1832,  32  miles  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  was 
placed  under  contract  and  work  commenced.  A  communication 
was  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  requesting  him  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  the  subject  of  the 
extension  of  the  canal  from  the  Indiana  line  through  Ohio  to  tj»e 
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Lake.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  Governor  Lucas  promptly 
laid  the  subject  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and,  in  a  spirit 
of  courtesy,  resolutions  were  adopted  by  that  body,  stipulating  that 
if  Ohio  &hould  ultimately  decline  to  undertake  the  completion  of 
that  portion  of  the  work  within  her  limits  before  the  time  fixed  by 
the  Mt  of  Gongraes  for  tlie  oompletioii  of  the  eanali  she  would,  on 
jnat  and  equitable  terms,  enable  Indiana  to  avail  herself  of  the  bene- 
fit of  the  lands  granted,  by  authorising  her  to  sell  them  and  Invest 
the  proceeds  in  the  stock  of  a  company  to  be  inoorporated  by  Ohio; 
and  that  she  would  give  Indiana  notice  of  her  final  determination 
on  or  before  January  1,  1838.  The  Legislature  of  Ohio  also 
authorized  and  invited  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  select, 
survey  and  set  apart  the  lands  lying  within  that  State.  In  keeping 
with  this  policy  Governor  Noble,  in  1834,  said:  "With  a  view  of 
engagin<;  in  works  of  internal  improvement,  the  propriety  of 
adopting  a  general  plan  or  system,  having  reference  to  the  several 
portions  of  the  State,  and  the  connection  of  one  with  the  other> 
naturally  suggests  itself.  No  work  should  be  commenced  but  such 
as  would  be  of  acknowledged  public  utility,  and  when  completed 
would  form  a  branch  of  some  general  system.  In  view  of  this 
object,  the  policy  of  organizing  a  Board  of  Public  Works  Is  again ' 
respectfully  suggested."  The  Gk>vemor  also  called  &vorable  atten« 
tion  to  the  Lawreneebnrg  A  Indianapolis  railway,  for  which  a 
charter  had  been  grauted. 

In  1835  the  Wabash  &  Erie  canal  was  pushed  rapidly  forward.  . 
Tlie  middle  division,  extending  from  the  St.  Joseph  dam  to  the 
forks  of  the  Wabash,  about  32  miles,  was  completed,  for  alwut 
$232,000,  including  all  repairs.  Upon  this  portion  of  the  line  nav- 
igation was  opened  on  July  4,  which  day  the  citizens  assembled 
**  to  witness  the  min£Tlinrr  of  the  waters  of  the  St.  Joseph  with 
those  of  the  Wabash,  uniting  the  waters  of  the  northern  chain  of 
lakes  with  those  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  the  South."  On  other 
parts  of  the  line  the  work  progressed  with  speed,  and  the  sale  of 
canal  lands  was  unusuaUy  active 

In  1886  the  first  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Internal  Im- 
provement  was  convened  and  entered  upon  the  dischaige  of  its 
numerous  and  responsible  duties.  Having  assigned  to  each  mem« 
ber  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  a  portion  of  the  work, 
the  next  duty  to  be  performed  preparatory  to  the  various  spheres  of 
active  service,  was  that  of  procuring  the  requisite  number  of 
engineers.  A  delegation  was  sent  to  the  Eastern  cities,  but  returaed 
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witlioiit  engaginj^  ail  Eni;iiieer-in-Cliief  for  the  roads  and  railways, 
and  without  the  desired  number  for  the  subordinate  station ;  but 
after  considerable  delav  the  Board  was  fully  organized  and  put  in 
operation.  Under  tbdr  management  work  on  pnblie  improve* 
menls  ivas  sncoeseftal;  the  canal  progressed  steadily;  tlie  naviga- 
tion of  the  middle  division,  from  Fort  Wayne  to  Hnntington,  waa 
nnintermpted;  16  miles  of  the  line  between  Huntington  and  La 
Fontaine  creek  were  filled  with  water  this  year  and  made  ready  fbr 
navigation ;  and  the  remaining  20  miles  were  completed^  exoept  & 
portion  of  the  locks ;  from  La  Fontaine  creek  to  Logansport  prog- 
ress wag  made;  the  line  frotn  Geort^etown  to  Lafayette  was  placed 
under  contract;  about  30  miles  of  the  Whitewater  canal,  extending 
from  Lawrencebnrg  throuj^h  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  White- 
water to  BrookviUe,  were  alf^o  j>laccd  under  contract,  as  also  23. 
miles  of  the  Central  canal,  passing  tlirough  Indianapolis,  on  which 
work  was  commenced;  also  about  20  miles  of  the  southern  divis- 
ion oi  this  work,  extending  from  EvansviUe  into  the  interior, 
were  also  oontraeted  for;  and  on  the  line  of  the  Oross-Ont  oanal, 
from  Terre  Hante  to  the  interseetion  of  the  CSentral  oanal»  near 
the  month  of  £el  river,  a  oommenoement  was  also  made  on  all  the 
heavy  sections.  All  tide  in  1880. 

Early  in  this  year  a  party  of  engineers  was  organized,  and 
directed  to  examine  into  the  practicability  of  the  Michigan  & 
Erie  canal  line,  then  proposed.  The  report  of  their  operations 
favored  its  expediency.  A  party  of  engineers  was  also  fitted  out, 
who  entered  upon  the  field  of  service  of  the  Madison  <fe  Lafayette 
railroad,  and  contracts  were  let  for  its  construction  from  Madison 
to  Vernon,  on  which  work  was  vigorously  commenced.  Also,  con- 
tracts were  let  for  grading  and  bridging  the  New  Albany  &  Vin- 
cennes  road  from  the  former  point  to  Paoli,  about  40  miles. 
Other  roads  were  also  undertaken  and  surveyed,  so  that  indeed  & 
stupendous  system  of  internal  improvement  was  .nndertaken,  and 
as  Guv.  Noble  truly  remarked,  upon  the  issue  of  that  vast  enter> 
prise  the  State  of  Indiana  staked  her  fortune.  She  had  gone  too 
fiir  to  retreat 

In  1887,  when.  Gov.  Wallace  took  the  Executive  chair,  the 
reaction  consequent  upon  *•  over  work"  by  the  State  in  the  internal 

imprnreiTu  nt  scheme  began  to  lie  felt  iiy  the  people.  The}' feared 
a  State  debt  was  beini:^  I II (Mir red  frofn  which  they  could  never  be 
extricated;  but  the  Governor  did  all  he  could  throughout  the  term 
of  his  administration  to  keep  up  the  courage  of  the  citizens.  He 
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told  them  tliat  tlie  astonishing  success  so  far,  surpassed  even  the 
Ijopes  of  the  inoet  sanguine,  and  that  the  flattering  auspices  of  the 
future  were  Bufhcieut  t)  dispel  every  doubt  and  quiet  every  fear. 
Notwithstanding  all  his  efforts,  however,  the  construction  of  pub- 
lic works  continued  to  decline,  and  in  his  last  message  he  exclaimed: 
**  Kever  before--!  speak  it  advisedly — ^iiew  before  have  yon  wit- 
nessed a  period  in  onr  local  liistory  that  more  nr^tly  called  for 
the  esenase  of  all  the  soundest  and  best  attributes  of  grave  and 
patriotic  legislators  than  the  present  •  «  * 
truth  is— and  it  would  be  folly  to  conceal  it — we  have  onr  hands 
full — ^full  to  overflowing;  and  therefore,  to  sustain  ourselves,  to 
preserve  the  credit  and  character  of  the  State  unimpaired,  aud  to 
continue  her  hitherto  unexampled  march  to  wealth  and  distinction, 
we  have  not  an  hour  of  time,  nor  a  dollar  of  moneys  nor  a  hand 
employed  in  labor,  to  squander  and  dissipate  upon  mere  objects  of 
idleness,  or  taste,  or  amusement." 

The  State  had  borrowed  $3,827,000  for  internal  improvement  pur- 
poses, of  which  $1,327,000  was  for  the  Wabash  &  Erie  canal  and 
the  remainder  for  otlicr  works.  The  five  per  cent,  interest  on 
<iebts — about  $200,000 — which  the  State  had  to  pay,  had  become 
burdensome,  as  her  resources  for  this  purpose  w^ere  only  two, 
besides  direct  taxation,  and  tliey  were  small,  namely,  the  interest 
on  the  balances  due  for  canal  lands,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  third 
installment  of  the  surplus  revenue^  both  amounting,  in  1838, 
to  about  $i5,000. 

In  August,  1889,  all  work  ceased  on  these  improvements,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  and  most  of  the  contracts  were  surrendered 
to  tlie  State.  This  was  done  aocording  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
providing  for  the  compensation  of  contractors  by  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes.  In  addition  to  this  state  of  a&irs,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1839  had  made  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  State  debt  incurred  for  internal  improvements.  Concerning 
this  situation  Gov.  Bigger,  in  1840,  said  that  either  to  go  ahead 
with  the  works  or  to  H))aiidon  tliem  altogether  would  be  equally 
ruinous  to  the  State,  the  implication  being  that  the  people  should 
wait  a  little  while  for  a  breathing  spell  and  then  take  hold  again. 

Of  course  much  individual  indebtedness  %vas  created  duriiii^-  the 
progress  of  the  work  on  internal  improvement.  When  oj)eratioii8 
ceased  in  1839,  and  prices  fell  at  the  same  time,  the  people  were 
left  in  a  great  measure  without  the  means  of  commanding  money 
to  pay  their  debts.   This  condition  of  private  enterprise  more  than 
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«ver  rendered  direct  tezfttfon  Inexpedient  Hence  it  became  the 
policy  of  Qqy,  Bigger  to  provide  the  meane  of  paying  the  interest 
on  the  State  debt  without  inereaain^  the  rate  of  taxation,  and  to 
continue  tliat  portion  of  the  public  works  that  oonid  be  immedi- 
ately completed,  and  from  which  the  earliest  retnma  conld  be 
expected. 

In  1S40  the  system  embraced  ten  different  works,  the  most  im- 
I>ortantof  which  was  the  Wabash  &  Erie  canal.  The  airgregate 
length  of  the  lines  embraced  in  the  system  was  IJtJO  miles,  and 
ot  this  only  140  miles  had  been  completed.  The  ain«jimt  expended 
had  reached  the  sum  of  $5,600,000,  and  it  required  at  least  $14,000,- 
OOO  to  complete  them.  Although  the  crops  of  1841  were  very 
remunerative,  this  per(^ui8ite  alone  was  not  safficient  to  raise  the 
State  again  up  to  the  level  of  going  ahead  with  her  gigantic 
works. 

We  ehonld  here  state  in  detail  the  amount  of  work  completed  and 
of  money  expended  on  the  various  works  up  to  this  time,  1841, 
which  were  as  follows: 

1.  Tlie  Wabash  &  Erie  canal,  from  the  State  line  to  Tippe- 
canoe, 129  miles  in  leno^th,  completed  and  navigable  for  the  whole 
length,  at  a  cost  of  $2,041,012.  This  snm  includes  the  cost  of  the 
ateamboat  lock  afterward  completed  at  Delphi, 

2.  The  extension  of  tlie  Wabash  &  Erie  canal  from  the  mouth 
•of  the  Tippecanoe  to  Terre  Haute,  over  104  miles.  The  estimated 
cost  of  this  work  was  $1,500,000;  and  the  amount  expended  for  the 
same  $408,855.  The  navigation  was  at  this  period  opened  as  far 
down  as  Lafoyette,  and  a  part  of  the  work  done  in  tiie  neighbor- 
hood of  Covington. 

8.  The  crosscut  canal  from  Terre  Haute  to  Central  canal, 
49  miles  in  length;  estimated  coat,  $718,673;  amount  expended, 
$420,679;  and  at  this  time  no  part  of  the  coarse  was  navigable. 

4.  The  White  Water  canal,  from  Lawrencehurj;^  to  the  mouth 
of  Wettle  creek,  70^  miles;  estimated  cost,  $1,675,738;  amount 
expended  to  that  date,  $1,009,807;  and  31  miles  of  the  work 
was  navigable,  extending  from  the  Ohio  river  to  Brookville. 

5.  The  Central  canal,  from  the  Wabash  ifc  Erie  canal,  to 
Indianapolis, including  the  feeder  bend  at  Muncietown,  124  miles 
in  length;  total  estimated  cost,  $2,299,853;  annHint  expended, 
$568,046;  eight  miles  completed  at  that  date,  and  other  portions 
nearly  dm. 
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6.  Central  canal,  from  Indianapolis  to  Evansville  on  the  Ohio- 
river,  194  miles  in  len/rth;  total  eetimattKl  cost,  $3,532..")04;  amount 
expended,  $831,302,  I'J  milea  of  which  was  completed  at  that  date, 
at  the  southern  end,  and  10  miles,  extending  soath  from  Indiaaao- 
olie,  were  nearly  completed. 

7.  Erie  &  Michigan  canal,  188  miles  in  length;  estimated  cost^ 
$2,624,823;  amount  expended,  $156,894.  Ko  pwt  of  thia  work 
finished. 

8.  The  ICadiaon  &  Indianapolis  Tailroad,  over  85  miles  in 
length ;  total  estimated  cost,  $9,046,600 ;  amonnt  expended,  $1 ,498,- 
018.  Bead  finished  and  in  operation  tor  about  28  miles;  grad- 
ing nearly  finished  for  27  miles  in  addition,  extending  to  Eden- 
barg. 

9.  Indianapolis  &  Lafayette  turnpike  road.  73  milep  in  length; 
total  estimated  cost,  $503,  737;  amount  expended,  $72,118.  The 
bridging  and  most  of  the  grading  was  done  on  27  miles,  from 
Crawfordsville  to  Lafayette. 

10.  New  Albany  &  Vincennes  turnpike  road,  105  miles  in 
length;  estimated  cost,  $1,127,295;  amount  expended,  $654,411. 
Fortj-ooe  miles  graded  and  macadamized,  extending  from  Keir 
Albany  to  PaoU,  and  27  miles  in  addition  partly  graded. 

11.  Jefoaonville  &  Crawfofdsville  road,  over  164  miles  long;, 
total  estimated  cost,  $1,651,800;  amonnt  expended,  $372,787. 
Forty-five  miles  were  partly  graded  and  bridged,  extending  fromi 
Jefiersonville  to  Salem,  and  from  Greencastle  north. 

12.  Improvement  of  the  Wabash  rapids,  undertaken  jointly  by 
Indiana  and  Illinois;  estimated  cost  to  Indiana,  $102,600;  amonnt 
expended  by  Indiana,  $9,539, 

Grand  totals:  Length  of  roads  and  canals,  1,289  miles,  only 
281  of  which  have  been  finished;  estimated  cost  of  all  the  works,, 
$19,914,424;  amount  expended,  $s.  164,528.  The  State  debt  at 
this  time  amounted  to  $18,469,146.  The  two  principal  causes 
which  i^gravated  the  embarrassment  of  the  State  at  this  jnnetave 
were,  first,  paying  most  of  the  interest  out  of  the  money  borrowed, 
and,  secondly,  selling  bonds  on  credit  The  first  error  subjected 
the  State  to  the  payment  of  compound  interest,  and  the  people^ 
not  feeling  the  pressure  of  taxes  to  discharge  the  interest,  natu- 
rally became  inattentive  to  the  public  policy  pursued.  Postpone- 
ment  of  the  payment  of  interest  is  demoralising  in  every  way. 
Pnring  this  period  the  State  was  held  n]>  in  an  ntij^leasant  manner 
before  the  gaze  of  the  worlds  bat  be  it  to  the  credit  of  this  great 
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and  glorious  State,  the  would  not  repudiate^  as  maiij  other  States 
and  mnDioipalities  have  done. 

By  the  year  1850,  the  Bo-called  "internal  improvement"  system 
having  been  abandoned,  private  capital  and  ambition  pushed  for^ 
ward  various  "public  works."  During  this  year  about  400  miles 
of  plank  road  were  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $1,200  to  $1,500  per 
mile,  and  about  1,200  miles  more  were  surveyed  and  in  jirogress. 
There  were  in  the  State  at  this  time  212  miles  of  railroad  in  suc- 
^jessfnl  operation,  of  which  124  were  completed  this  year.  More 
than  1,000  miles  ot"  railroad  were  surveyed  and  in  progress. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1869  to  re-bnrden  the  State  with  the  old  eanal  debt,  and  the  matter 
was  oonsideraUy  agitated  in  the  canvass  of  1870.  The  subject  of  the 
Wabash  ds  Erie  oanal  waaUf^fly  touched  in  the  Republican  plat- 
form, oeeasioning  oonsiderable  discussion,  which  piobablj  had 
eome  efleet  on  the  election  in  the  fall.  That  election  resulted  in 
an  avera^  majority  in  the  State  of  abont  2,864  for  the  Democracy. 
It  being  claimed  that  the  Legislature  had  no  authority  under  tho 
constitution  to  tax  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  aidino^  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  the  Supreme  Court,  in  Anril,  1871,  decided 
adversely  to  such  a  claim. 

GE0L0G7. 

In  1869  the  development  of  mineral  resources  in  the  State 
attracted  considerable  attention.  Rich  mines  of  iron  and  coal  were 
discovered,  as  also  fine  quarries  of  bnildinfif  stone.  The  Yiocennes 
railroad  passed  throngh  some  of  the  richest  portions  of  the  mineral 
region,  die  engineers  of  which  had  accurately  determined  the 
quality  of  richness  of  the  ores.  Near  Brooklyn,  about  20  miles 
from  Indianapolis,  is  a  fine  formation  of  sandstone,  yielding  good 
material  for  buildings  in  the  city;  indeed,  it  is  considered  the  best 
bnildin<r  stotie  in  the  State.  The  limestone  formation  at  Gosport, 
contiiiuiiiu:  12  miles  from  that  point,  is  of  great  variety,  and 
includes  the  linest  and  most  durable  building  stone  in  the  world. 
Portions  of  it  are  snscejitilile  only  to  the  chisel;  other  }>(>rtions  are 
soft  and  can  be  worked  with  the  ordinary  tools.  At  the  end  of  this 
limestone  formation  there  commences  a  sandstone  series  of  strata 
which  extends  seven  miles  farther,  to  a  point  about  60  miles  from 
Indianapolis.  Here  an  extensive  ooal  bed  is  reached  consisting  of 
seven  distinct  veins.  The  first  is  abont  two  feet  thick,  tlie  next 
three  feet,  another  four  feet,  and  the  others  of  various  thicknesses. 
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These  beds  are  all  easily  worked,  having  a  natural  drain,  and  thej 
yield  heavy  profits.  In  the  whole  of  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
State  and  for  dOO  miles  up  the  Wabash,  ooal  ezists  in  good  quality 
and  abandanoe. 

The  scholars,  statesmen  and  philanthropists  of  Indiana  work- 
ed hard  and  long  for  the  appoititinent  uf  a  State  Geologist,  with 
sufficient  snpport  to  enable  him  to  make  a  thorough  geological 
survey  of  the  State.  A  partial  survey  was  made  as  early  as  1837-'8, 
by  David  Dale  Owen,  State  Geologist,  bnt  nothing  more  was  done 
until  1869,  when  Prof.  Edward  T.  Cox  was  appointed  State  Geolo- 
gist. For  20  years  previous  to  this  date  the  Governors  urged  and 
insisted  in  all  their  raessa^'es  that  a  thorough  survey  should  be 
made,  but  almost,  if  not  quite,  in  vain.  In  1852,  Dr.  Byland  T. 
Brown  delivered  an  able  address  on  this  subject  before  the  Legis- 
lature, flbowing  how  mnch  ooal,  iron,  bnilding  stone,  ete.,  there 
were  probably;  in  the  State,  but  the  exact  localities  and  qoalities 
not  ascertained,  and  how  millions  of  money  conid  be  saved  to  the 
State  by  the  expenditure  of  a  few  thousand  dollars;  bnt  *'they 
answered  the  Doctor  in  tlie  nei^ative.  It  must  have  been  because 
they  hadn't  time  to  pass  the  bill.  They  were  very  busy.  They  had 
to  pass  all  sorts  of  reirnlations  concerning  the  noi^'ro.  They  had  to 
protect  a  good  many  wliite  people  from  marrying  negroes.  And  as 
they  didn't  need  any  labor  in  the  State,  if  it  was  'colored,'  they 
had  to  make  regulations  to  shut  out  all  of  that  kind  of  labor,  and 
to  take  steps  to  put  out  all  that  unfortunately  got  in,  and  they  didn't 
have  time  to  consider  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  white  people  " — 
W:  IT.  Clayton, 

In  1858,  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  employed  Dr.  Brown  ta 
make  a  partial  examination  of  the  geology  of  the  State,  at  a  salary 
of  $500  a  year,  and  to  this  Board  the  credit  is  due  for  the  final 
success  of  the  philanthropists,  who  in  1869  had  the  pleasure  of 
witnessing  the  passage  of  a  Legislative  act  to  provide  for  a  Depart- 
ment of  Geology  and  Natural  Science,  in  connection  with  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture."  Under  this  act  Governor  Baker  immedi- 
ately appointed  Prof.  Edward  T.  Gox  the  State  Geologist,  who  has 
made  an  able  and  exhaustive  report  of  the  ap^ricnltural,  mineral 
and  manufacturing  resources  of  this  State,  world-wide  in  its  celeb- 
rity, and  a  work  of  which  the  people  of  Indiana  may  be  very 
proud.  We  can  scarcely  give  oven  the  substance  of  bis  report  in  a 
work  like  this,  because  it  is  of  necessity  deeply  scientific  and  made 
up  entirely  of  local  detail. 
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The  coa!  measnres,  sajs  Prof.  E.  T.  Cox,  cover  an  area  of  about 
6,500  square  miles,  in  the  so utli western  part  of  the  State,  and 
extend  from  Warren  county  on  the  north  to  the  Ohio  river  on  the 
south,  a  distance  of  about  150  miles.  This  area  comprises  the  fol- 
lowing counties: Warren,  Fountain,  Parke,  Vermillion,  Vigo,  Olay, 
Sullivan,  Greene,  Knox,  Daviess,  Martin,  Gibson,  Pike,  Dubois, 
•Vanderburg,  Warrick,  Spencer,  Perry  and  a  small  part  of  Crawford, 
Monroe,  Patnam  and  Montgomery. 

Tbit  ooal  is  all  Utaminotu^  bnt  is  diyiaible  into  three  well-marirad 
varieties:  eaking-coal,  non-caking-cool  or  Uoek  ooal  and  eannel 
ooaL  The  total  depth  of  the  seams  or  measures  is  fifom  600  to  SOO 
feet,  with  IS  io  14  distinct  seams  of  ooal;  bnt  these  are  not  all  to 
be  fcmnd  Ihronghont  the  area;  the  seams  range  from  one  foot  to 
eleven  foet  in  thieknees.  The  caking  ooal  prevails  in  the  western 
portion  of  the  area  described,  and  has  from  three  to  fonr  workable 
seams,  ranging  from  three  and  a  half  to  eleven  feet  in  thickness. 
At  most  of  the  places  where  these  are  worked  the  coal  is  mined  by 
adits  driven  in  on  the  face  of  the  ridges,  and  the  deepest  shafts  in 
the  State  are  less  than  300  feet,  the  average  depth  for  successfnl 
mininir  not  being  over  75  feet.  This  is  a  ))right,  black,  sometimes 
glossy,  coal,  jiiakes  good  coke  and  contains  a  very  largo  percentage 
of  pure  illuminating  gas.  One  pound  will  yield  about  4-^  cubic  feet 
of  gas,  witli  a  power  equal  to  15  standard  sperm  candles.  The 
average  calculated  caloritic  power  of  the  calling  coals  is  7,745  heat 
units,  pure  carbon  being  8,080.  Both  in  the  northern  and  southern 
portions  of  the  field,  the  caking  coals  present  similar  good  qualities,, 
and  are  a  great  sonroe  of  private  and  pablio  wealth. 

The  Uodc  coal  prevails  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  field  and  has  an 
area  of  about  450  square  miles.  This  is  excellent,  in  its  raw  state, 
for  making  pig  iron.  It  is  indeed  peculiarly  fitted  for  metal- 
lurgical purposes.  It  has  a  laminated  structure  with  carbonaceous 
matter,  like  charcoal,  between  the  lamina,  with  slaty  cleayage,  and 
it  rings  under  the  stroke  of  the  hammer.  It  is  "  free-burning,"" 
makes  an  open  fire,  and  without  caking,  swelliog,  scaffolding  In  the 
ftimace  or  changing  form,  burns  like  hickory  wood  until  it  is  con- 
sumed to  a  white  ash  and  leaves  no  clinkers.  It  is  likewise  valuable 
for  generating  steam  and  lor  household  uset^.  Many  of  the  principal 
railway  lines  in  tlic  State  are  using  it  in  preference  to  any  other 
coal,  as  it  does  not  burn  out  the  fire-boxes,  and  gives  as  little  trouble 
as  wood. 
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Glides  aro  foand  seattered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coal  field*  In  some 
places  the  beds  are  quite*  thiok  and  of  oonsiderable  eommeieial 
valae. 

An  abundance  of  excellent  lime  is  also  found  in  Indiana,  espe- 
cially in  Huntington  coontj,  where  many  large  kilns  are  kept  in 
profitable  operation. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

In  1859  the  Legislature  passed  an  aetanthoruing  the  organisation 
of  county  and  distriet  agricultural  societies^  and  also  establishing  a 
State  BiMird,  the  provisions  of  which  actaresubstantiallj  as  follows: 

1.  Thirty  or  more  persons  in  any  one  or  two  counties  organunng 

into  a  society  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  adopting  a  consti- 
tution and  by-laws  at^reeable  to  the  reji^nlations  pre^oribed  by  the 
State  Board,  and  ap])oiuting  the  proper  officers  an<l  raising  a  sum 
of  $50  for  its  own  treasury,  sliall  be  entitled  to  the  same  amount 
from  the  fand  arising  from  show  licenses  in  their  respective 
counties. 

2.  These  societies  shall  offer  annual  premiums  for  improvement 
of  fioilSy  tillage,  cropS)  manures,  productions,  stock,  articles  oi 
domestic  industiyi  and  such  other  articles,  productions  and  improve- 
ments  as  they  may  deem  proper;  they  shall  encourage,  by  grant 
of  rewards,  agricultural  and  household  manufiusturing  interests,  and 
so  regulate  the  premiums  that  small  farmers  will  have  equal 
opportunity  with  the  large;  and  they  shall  pay  special  attention  to 
cost  and  profit  of  the  inventions  and  improvements,  requiring  an 
exact,  detailed  statement  of  the  processes  competing  for  rewards. 

3.  They  shall  publish  in  a  newspaper  annually  their  list  of 
awards  and  an  abstract  of  their  treasurers'  accounts,  and  they  shall 
report  in  full  to  the  State  Board  their  proceedings.  Failing  to  do 
the  latter  they  shall  receive  no  payment  from  their  county  funds. 

BTATB  BOABD  OF  AOBZCULTUBB. 

The  act  of  Feb.  17,  1S52,  also  established  a  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, with  perpetual  succession;  its  annual  meetings  to  be  held 
at  Indianapolis  on  the  first  Thursday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  when  the  reports  of  itub  county  societies  are  to  be  received 
and  agricultural  interests  discussed  and  determined  upon;  it  shall 
make  an  annual  report  to  the  Legislature  of  receipts,  eipenses, 
pioeeedings,  etc.,  of  its  own  meeting  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  local 


i 

Digitized  by  Google 


210 


HI8T0BY  OV  INDIAXA. 


societies;  it  shall  hold  State  fairs,  at  such  times  and  places  as  they 
may  deem  proper;  may  hold  two  meetilij^  a  year,  certifying  to  the 
State  Auditor  their  expeuses,  who  bhall  draw  his  warrant  upou  tho 
Traaaarer  for  fhe  sune. 

In  1861  the  State  Beard  adopted  eertaia  rales,  embracing  ten 
eectionB,  for  the  government  of  local  soeietiea,  bat  in  1868  they 
were  found  inexpedient  and  abandoned.  It  adopted  a  reflation 
admitting  dd^gatet  from  the  local  soeietiea. 

THE  EXPOSITION. 

Aa  the  Board  found  great  difficalty  in  doing  Jnttice  toezhibitora 
withont  an  adequate  building,  the  members  went  eamestlj  to  work 
in  the  fall  of  1872  to  get  up  an  interest  in  the  matter.  They 
appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  confer  with  the  Councilor  citizens 
of  Indianapolis  as  to  the  best  mode  to  be  devised  tor  u  more 
thorough  and  complete  exhibition  of  the  industries  ot  the  State. 
The  result  of  the  conference  was  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  a 
r^ular  ''exposition,"  like  that  of  the  older  States.  At  the  Janu- 
ary meeting  in  1873,  Hon.  Thomas  Dowling,  of  Terre  Haute> 
reported  for  the  committee  that  they  fonnd  a  general  interest  in 
this  enterprise,  not  only  at  the  capital,  bat  also  throaghoat  the 
State.  A  sab-committee  was  appointed  who  devised  plans  and 
spedfieations  finr  the  necessary  structure,  taking  lessons  mainly 
from  the  Kentucky  Exposition  building  at  Louisville.  All  the 
members  of  the  State  Board  were  in  favor  of  proceeding  with  the 
bailding  except  Mr.  Poole,  who  feared  that,  as  the  interest  of  the 
two  enterprises  were  pomewhat  conflicting,  and  the  Exposition  being- 
the  more  exciting  show,  it  would  swallow  up  the  State  and  county 
fairs. 

The  Exposition  was  opened  Sept.  10,  1873,  when  Hon.  John 
Sutherland,  President  of  the  Board,  the  Mayor  of  Indianapolis, 
Senator  Morton  and  Gov.  Ueudricks  delivered  addresses.  Senator 
Morton  took  the  high  ground  that  the  money  spent  for  an  exposi- 
tion is  spent  as  strictly  for  edneational  purposes  as  that  which  goes 
directly  into  the  common  schooL  The  exposition  is  not  a  mere 
show,  to  be  idly  gaaed  upon,  but  an  industrial  school  where  one 
should  study  and  learn.  He  thought  that  Indiana  had  less  nntill- 
able  land  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union;  'twas  as  rich  as  any 
and  yielded  a  greater  variety  of  products;  and  that  Indiana  was 
the  most  proaperous  agricultural  community  in  the  United  States* 
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The  State  had  nearly  3,700  milos  of  railroad,  not  ooimting  side- 
track, with  400  miles  more  nnder  contract  for  building.  In  15> 
or  18  months  one  can  go  from  Indianapolis  to  every  county  ir> 
the  State  by  railroad.  Indiana  has  6,600  square  miles  of  coal  field*- 
450  ot  which  contain  block  coal,  the  best  in  the  United  States  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

On  the  subject  of  cheap  transportation,  he  said:  "  By  the  census 
of  1870,  Pennsylvania  had,  of  domestic  animals  of  all  kinds,  4,006,- 
689,  and  Indiana,  4,511,094.  Pennsylvania  had  grain  to  the  amount 
of  60,460,000  bushels,  while  Indiana  had  79,350,454.  The  value  of 
the  fiurm  prodneto  of  Pennsylvania  was  estimated  to  be  $183,))46,> 
000;  tboee  of  Indiana,  $122,914,000.  Thns  yon  see  that  whiles 
Indiana  bad  Ji05,000  head  of  live  stoek  more,  and  10,000,000 
bnshels  of  gnin  more  than  Pennsylvania,  yet  the  prodnets  of  Penn- 
sylvania are  estimated  at  $188,946,000^  on  aeoonnt  of  her  greater 
proximity  to  market,  while  those  of  Indiana  are  estimated  at  only 
$132,914,000.  Thus  yon  can  understand  the  importance  of  eheap> 
transportation  to  Indiana. 

Let  US  see  how  the  qnestion  of  transportation  affects  ns  on  the 
other  hand,  with  reference  to  the  manufacturer  of  Bessemer  steeL 
Of  the  174,000  tons  of  iron  ore  used  in  the  blast  furnaces  of  Pitts- 
burg last  year.  8-1,000  tons  came  from  Lake  Superior,  64,000  tons, 
from  Iron  Mountain,  Missouri,  20,000  tons  from  Lake  Ohamplain^ 
and  less  than  5,000  tons  Irom  the  home  mines  of  Pennsylvania^ 
They  cannot  niaiiulacture  their  iron  with  the  coal  they  have  in 
Pennsylvania  without  coking  it.  We  have  coal  in  Indiana  witb 
which  we  can,  in  its  raw  state,  make  the  best  of  iron;  while  we  are 
250  miles  nearer  Lake  Superior  than  Pittsburg,  and  480  miles> 
nearer  to  Iron  Monntaiu.  So  that  the  qnestion  of  transportatiott 
determines  the  faet  that  Indiana  must  become  the  great  eenter  for 
the  mannlaetureof  Bessemer  steeL'* 
**'What  we  want  in  this  country  is  diversified  labor.'* 
The  grand  hall  of  the  Exposition  buildings  is  on  elevated  ground 
at  the  head  of  Alabama  street,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the* 
<9ty.  The  structure  is  of  brick,  308  feet  long  by  150  in  width,  and' 
two  stories  high.  Its  elevated  galleries  extend  quite  around  the  ^ 
building,  nnder  thereof,  thns  affording  visitors  an  opportunity  to . 
B^nre  the  most  commanding  view  to  be  had  in  the  city.  The 
lower  floor  of  the  grand  hall  is  occupied  by  the  mechanical,  geoloj^i- 
cal  and  miscellaneous  departments,  and  by  the  offices  of  the  Board,, 
which  extend  along  the  entire  front    Tiie  second  ^oor,  which  is.^ 
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approached  by  three  wide  stairwaye,  accommodates  the  fine  art, 
musical  and  other  departinei^ts  of  light  mechanics,  and  is  brilliantlj 
lighted  by  windows  and  skylights.  But  as  we  are  here  entering 
the  description  of  a  subject  magiiiticent  to  behold,  we  enter  a 
description  too  vast  to  complete,  and  we  may  as  well  stop  here  as 
-anywhere. 

The  Presidents  of  the  State  Fairs  have  been:  Gov.  J.  A,  Wright, 
1852-'4;  Gen.  Jos.  Orr,  1855;  Dr.  A.  C.  Stevenson,  185C-'8;  G.  D. 
Wagner;  1859-00;  D.  P.  Uolioway,  1S(U;  Jas.  D.Williams,  1862, 
1870-'!;  A.  D.  Uaumck,  1803,  i8G7-'D;  Stearns  Fisher,  lS64-'6; 
John  Sutherland,  1872-'4;  Wm.  Grim,  1875,  Secretaries:  JohuB. 
Dillon,  1852.%  1855, 1858.'9;  Ignados Brown,  1856-7;  W.T.  Den- 
nis,  1854, 1860-'!;  W.H.  Loomis,  186a.'6;  A.  J.  Holmes,  1867''9; 
Joseph  Poole,  1870-'l ;  Alex.  Hefon,  1872-'5.  Place  of  ikir,  Indian- 
jipolis  every  year  exeept:  Lafayette,  1853;  Ifadison,  1854;  Kew 
Albany,  1859;  Fort  Wayne,  18$5;  and  Terre  Haute,  1867.  In 
1861  there  was  no  fair.  The  gate  and  entry  receipts  increased  fipom 
^,651  in  1852  to  $45,330  in  1874. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Exposition,  Oct.  7,  1874,  addresses  were 
•delivered  by  the  President  of  the  Board,  lion.  John  Sutherland, 
4Uid  by  Govs.  Hendricks,  Bigler  and  Pollock.  Yvon^s  celebrated 
painting,  the  "  Great  Republic,"  was  unveiled  witli  great  ceremony, 
;And  many  distinguished  guests  were  present  to  witness  it. 

The  exhibition  of  1875  showed  that  the  plate  glass  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  State  was  equal  to  the  finest  French  plate;  that 
Ihe  force-blowers  made  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  was  of  a 
<world-wido  reputation;  thiit  tlie  State  has  within  its  bounds  the 
Ilargest  wagon  manufactory  in  the  worlJ;  that  in  other  parts  of  the 
£tate  there  were  all  sorts  and  sizes  of  manufactories,  including  roll- 
ing mills  and  blast  fnmaoes,  and  in  the  western  part  eoal  was  rained 
Mkd  shipped  at  the  rate  of  3,500  tons  a  day  from  one  vicinity;  and 
jnany  other  iaets,  which  would  astonish  the  citiaens  of  Indiana 
jthenuelves  even  more  than  the  rest  of  the  world.** 

INDIANA  HOJtTICCLTUSAL  SO0I£TY. 

This  society  was  organised  in  1842,  thus  taking  the  lead  in  the 
West  At  this  time  Henry  Ward  Beecher  was  a  resident  of  Indian- 

spoils,  engaged  not  Dnly  as  a  minister  but  also  as  editor  of  the 
Jndiaiui  Farmer  antl  Gardener,  and  his  influence  was  very  ezten* 
;sive  in  the  interests  of  horticulture,  Aoriculture  and  farming. 
Prominent  among  his  pioneer  co-laborers  were  Judge  Oobnm, 
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Aaron  Aldridge,  Capt.  James  Siganon,  B.  Y.  Culley,  Henbei* 
Sagan,  Stephen  flampton,  Oornelios  Batli£^  Joshua  Lindley^ 
Abner  Pbpe  and  many  othera.  In  the  antnmn  of  this  year  tbo 
society  held  an  exhibition,  probably  the  first  in  the  State,  if  not 

in  the  West,  in  the  hall  of  the  new  State  house.  The  only  pre- 
mium oifered  was  a  set  of  silver  teaspoons  for  the  best  seedling 
apple,  which  was  won  by  Keuben  Kagan,  of  Putnam  eonnty,  for 
an  apple  christened  on  this  occasion  tlie  '*  Osceola." 

The  Bocietj  gave  great  encouragement  to  the  introduction  of 
new  varieties  of  fruit,  especially  of  the  pear,  as  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate of  Indiana  were  well  adapted  to  this  fruit.    But  the  bright 
horizon  which  seemed  to  be  at  this  time  looming  up  all  around  the- 
field  of  the  young  society's  operations  was  suddenly  and  thoroughly 
darkened  by  the  swarm  of  noxious  inseets,  diseases,  blasts  of  win- 
ter and  the  great  distance  to  market  The  prospeots  of  the  caiue>' 
searoely  Justified  a  continoatiou  of  the  expense  of  assembling  from 
remote  parta  of  the  State,  and  the  meetings  of  the  soeie^  tfaerefoiw 
soon  dwindled  away  until  the  organiaation  itself  bemme  qnifee^ 
extinct. 

But  when,  in  1852  and  afterward,  railroads  began  to  traverse  the^ 

State  in  all  directions,  the  Legislature  provided  for  the  organization- 
of  a  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  whose  scope  was  not  only  agri- 
culture  but  also  horticulture  and  the  mechanic  and  household  arts. 
The  rapid  growth  of  the  State  soon  necessitated  a  differentiation  of 
this  body,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1860,  at  Indianapolie,  there  was- 
organized  the 

nmuHA  FoxoLooioAi.  soonrr. 

October  18,  Reuben  Ragau  whs  elected  President  and  Wm  H. 
Loomis,  of  Marion  county,  Secretary.   The  constitution  adopted 
provided  for  biennial  meetings  in  January,  at  Indianapolis.  At 
the  first  regular  meeting,  Jan.  9,  1861,  a  committee-man  for  each* 
congressional  district  was  appointed,  all  of  them  togetiier  to  bet 
known  as  the  **  State  Fruit  Oommittee,"  and  twenty-five  members* 
were  enrolled  during  this  session.   At  the  regalar  meeting  in  1868^ 
the  constitution  was  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  annual  sessions, 
and  the  address  of  the  newly  elected  President,  Hon.  I.  G.  D.  Nel- 
son, of  Allen  connty,  urged  tlie  establishment  of  an  agricultural 
college,    lie  continued  in  the  good  cause  until  his  work  waa- 
crowned  with  success. 
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In  1864  there  was  bnt  little  done  on  aooonnt  of  the  eshanst- 
ive  demends  of  the  great  war;  and  the  deaoent  of  mercniy  60*  in 
eighteen  honrsdid  so  much  mischief  as  to  increase  the  diaoonrage- 
ment  to  the  verge  of  despair.  The  title  of  the  society  was  at  this 
meeting,  Jan.,  1864  changed  to  that  of  the  Indiana  Hortionltnral 
fiociety. 

The  tirst  several  meetings  of  tho  society  were  mostly  devoted  to 
revision  of  fruit  lists;  and  although  the  good  work,  from  its  vast- 
ness  and  complication,  became  somewhat  monotonous,  it  has  been 
no  exception  in  tiiis  respect  to  the  law  that  all  the  greatest  and 
luost  productive  labors  of  mankind  require  perseverance  and  toil 

In  1866,  George  M.  Beeler,  who  had  so  indefatigably  served  as 
secretary  for  several  years,  saw  himself  hastening  to  his  grave,  and 
showed  his  love  for  the  canse  of  frnit  enltnie  by  bequeathii^  to 
ihe  society  the  smn  of  11,000.  This  year  also  State  Snperin- 
teodent  of  Public  Instruction  was  indnced  to  take  a  copy  of  the 
^Society's  transactions  for  each  of  the  township  libraries  in  the  State, 
4uid  this  enabled  the  Society  to  bind  its  volume  of  proceedings  in 
'41  substantial  manner. 

At  the  meeting  in  1867  many  valuable  and  interesting  papers 
■were  presented,  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary  was  created, 
and  tlie  subject  of  Legislative  aid  was  discussed.  The  State  Board 
of  Ai^'riculture  placed  the  management  of  the  horticultural  depart* 
ment  of  the  State  fair  in  the  care  of  the  Society. 

The  report  for  1868  shows  for  the  first  time  a  balance  on  hand, 
after  paying  expenses,  the  balance  being  $61.55.  Up  to  tiiis  time 
the  Society  had  to  take  care  of  itself, — meeting  current  expenses,  do- 
ing its  own  printing  and  binding,  boarding  and  clothing  itself,** 
«ad  diffusing  annually  an  amount  of  knowledge  utterly  incalcu* 
lable.  During  the  year  called  meetings  were  held  at  Salem,  in  the 
])eaeh  and  grape  sesaon,  and  evenings  during  the  State  iiur,  which 
was  held  in  Terre  Haute  the  previous  fall.  The  State  now  assumed 
the  cost  of  printing  and  binding,  but  the  volume  of  transaetions 
was  not  quite  so  valuable  as  that  of  the  former  year. 

In  1870  $160  was  given  to  this  Society  by  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture,  to  be  distributed  as  ])rizes  for  essays,  which  object 
v,&6  faithfully  carried  out  The  practice  has  siuoe  then  been  con* 
tinued. 

In  1871  the  Horticultural  Society  brought  out  the  best  voluni* 
of  papers  and  proceedings  it  ever  has  had  published. 
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In  1872  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary  was  discontinued; 
the  appropriation  by  the  Stato  Board  of  Agriculture  diverted  to 
the  payment  of  premiums  uu  small  fruits  given  at  a  show  held  the 
previous  Bummer;  results  of  the  exhibition  not  entirely  satisfac- 
tory. 

In  1873  the  State  oiEcials  refused  to  pnbliflh  llie  discossions  of 
Hie  members  of  the  Hortieoltond  Soeiety,  and  the  Legidatnre 
appropriftted  $600  for  the  purpose  for  eaeh  of  the  enming  two 
years. 

In  1875  the  Legislature  enacted  a  law  reqniring  that  one  of  the 
trustees  of  Pardne  University  shall  be  sdeoted  by  the  HorUeoltn- 
ral  Society. 

The  aggregate  annual  membership  of  this  sooietj  from  its  organ- 
ixation  in  1860  to  1875  was  1,226. 

EDUCATION. 

The  snbject  of  education  has  been  referred  to  in  almost  every 
gnbematmrial  message  from  the  organization  of  the  Territory  to 
the  present  time.  It  is  indeed  the  most  favorite  enterprise  of  the 
Hoosier  State.  In  the  first  survey  of  Western  lands,  Congress  set 
apart  a  section  of  land  in  every  township,  generally  the  16th,  for 
school  purposes,  the  disposition  of  the  land  to  be  iu  hands  of  the 
residents  of  the  respective  townships.  Besides  this,  to  this  State 
were  given  two  entire  townships  for  the  use  of  a  State  Seminary, 
to  be  under  the  control  of  the  LegiaUture.  Also,  the  State  con- 
stitution provides  that  all  flues  for  the  breaefa  of  law  and  all  com- 
mntations  for  militia  service  he  appropriated  to  the  use  of  oonnty 
seminaries.  In  1885  tibe  common-sohool  lands  amounted  to 
680,807  aeres,  estimated  at  |8  an  aere,  and  valued  therefore  at 
$1,216,044.  At  this  time  the  seminary  at  Bloomington,  supported 
in  part  by  one  of  these  township  grants,  was  very  flonrishing.  The 
eommon  schools,  however,  mm  in  rather  a  poor  oondition. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

In  1852  the  free-school  system  was  fully  established,  which  has 

resulted  in  placing  Indiana  in  the  lead  of  this  grsat  nation.  Al- 
though this  is  a  pleasant  subject,  it  is  a  very  laige  one  to  treat  in 

a  condensed  notice,  as  this  has  to  be. 

The  free-school  system  of  Indiana  first  became  ])ractically  oper- 
ative the  first  Monday  of  April,  1853,  when  the  township  trustees 
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for  school  purposeB  were  elected  through  the  State.  The  law  com- 
mitted  to  tbem  the  charge  of  all  the  educational  aflUra  in  their 
reapectiTe  townshipa.  Aa  it  was  ftared  by  the  opponents  of  the 
law  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  aeleet  men  in  all  the  town- 
ships oapable  of  ezeenting  the  sohool  laws  satisfiustorily, '  the 
people  were  thereby  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  electing  their 
very  best  men;  and  altiiongb,  of  course,  many  blunders  have  been 
made  by  trastees,  the  operation  of  the  law  has  tended  to  elevate  the 
adnlt  population  as  well  as  the  youth;  and  Indiana  still  adheres  to 
the  policy  of  appointing  itB  best  men  to  educational  positions. 
The  result  is  a  f:,'rand  surprise  to  all  old  fogies,  who  indeed  scarcely 
dare  to  appear  such  any  longer. 

To  instruct  the  people  in  the  new  law  and  set  the  educational 
machinery  going,  a  pamphlet  of  over  60  pages,  embracing  the  law, 
with  notes  and  ezplanations,  was  isaaed  from  Uie  office  of  a  snper> 
intendent  of  public  ins^etioui  and  distributed  freely  tbroughont 
the  8tate.  The  first  duly  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  waa  to  establish 
and  conTCoiently  locate  a  sufBcient  number  of  schools  for  the  edu- 
cation of  all  the  children  of  ihsxr  township.  Bat  where  were  the 
School-honses,  and  what  were  they  I  Previously  they  had  been 
erected  by  single  districts,  but  under  this  law  districts  were  abol- 
ished, their  lines  obliterated,  and  houses  previously  br.ilt  by  dis- 
tricts became  the  property  of  tlie  township,  and  all  the  houses  were 
to  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the  township  by  an  a])propriation  of 
township  funds  by  the  trustees.  In  some  townships  there  was  not 
a  sinorle  school-house  of  anv  kind,  and  in  others  there  were  a  few 
old,  leaky,  dilapidated  log  cabins,  wholly  unfit  for  use  even  in  sum- 
mer, and  in  winter  wwie  than  nothing.**  Before  the  people  could 
be  tolerably  accommodated  with  schools  at  least  8i900sohool*house8 
had  to  be  erected  in  the  Statcu 

By  a  general  law,  enacted  in  conformity  to  the  constitntion  of 
1862,  eadi  township  was  made  a  municipal  corporation,  and  every 
voter  in  the  township  a  member  of  the  corporation;  the  Board  of 
Trustees  constituted  the  township  legislature  as  well  as  the  execu- 
tive body,  the  whole  body  of  voters,  however,  exercising  direct  con- 
trol through  frequent  meetinjj^s  called  by  the  trustees.  Special 
taxes  and  eveiy  other  matter  of  importance  were  directly  voted 
upon. 

Some  tax-payers,  who  were  opposed  to  special  townships*  taxes, 
retarded  the  progress  of  schools  by  refusing  to  pay  their  assess- 
ment  Contracts  for  building  school-houses  were  given  up,  bouses 
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half  finished  were  abandoned,  and  in  many  townships  all  school 
operations  were  suspended.  In  some  of  them,  indeed,  a  rumor  was 
circulated  by  the  enemies  of  the  law  that  the  entire  scliool  law  from 
beginninj^  to  end  liad  been  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  nncon- 
stitatioual  aud  void;  and  the  Trustees,  believing  this,  actually  dis- 
mUaed  fheUt  ichools  and  considered  themselves  oat  of  office.  Hon.. 
W.  0.  Larrabee,  the  (first)  Snperintendent  <»f  Pablio  Instmotion, 
ooireeled  this  error  as  soon  m  possible. 

Bat  while  the  voting  of  speoial  taxes  ms  donbted  on  a  oon8titn> 
tional  point,  it  became  evident  that  it  wm  weak  in  aprsetieal  point;, 
for  in  many  townships  the  opponents  of  the  system  voted  down  every 
proposition  for  the  erection  of  school-honses. 

Another  serious  obstacle  was  the  great  deficiency  in  the  nuraBer 
of  qualified  teachers.  To  meet  the  newly  created  want,  the  law 
authorized  the  appointment  of  deputies  in  each  county  to  examine 
and  license  persons  to  teach,  leaving  it  in  their  judgment  to  lower 
the  standard  of  qualification  sufficiently  to  enable  them  to  license 
as  many  as  were  needed  to  supply  all  the  schools.  It  was  therefore 
found  necessary  to  employ  many  "  unqualified  "  teachers,  especially 
in  the  remote  rural  distriets.  Bnt  the  progress  of  the  timea 
enabled  the  Legislature  of  1858  to.  ereet  a  standard  of  qoalifioa- 
tion  and  give  to  the  eounty  oommissionett  the  anthority  to  lioenset 
tmehera;  and  in  order  to  supply  every  sehool  with  a  teadier,  while 
there  might  not  be  a  suffieient  number  of  properly  qualified  teach- 
ers, the  commissioners  were  anthorized  to  grant  temporary  licenses 
to  take  obaige  of  particnlar  sohooU  not  needing  a  high  grade  of 
teachorfi. 

In  1854  the  available  common-school  fund  consisted  of  the  con- 
gressional township  fund,  the  surplus  revenue  fund,  the  saline 
fund,  the  bank  tax  fund  and  miscellaneous  fund,  amounting  in  all 
to  $2,460,000.  This  amount,  from  many  sources,  was  subsequently 
increased  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  common-school  fand  was 
intrusted  to  the  several  eountiee  of  the  State^  which  were  held 
responsible  for  the  preservation  thereof  and  for  l^ie  payment  of  the 
annual  interest  thereon.  The  fiind  was  managed  the  auditors 
and  treasurers  of  the  several  oountiesi  for  which  these  officers  were 
allowed  one>tenth  of  the  income.  It  was  loaned  out  to  thedtixena 
of  the  eounty  in  snms  not  exceeding  $300,  on  real  estate  security^ 
The  common-school  fnnd  was  thus  consolidated  and  the  proceeds 
equally  distributed  each  year  to  all  the  townships,  cities  and  towna 
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of  the  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children.  This  phtM 
of  the  law  met  with  considerable  opposition  in  1854. 

Tlie  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  establishment  of  township 
libraries  was  promptly  carried  into  effect,  and  much  time,  labor 
and  thought  were  devoted  to  the  selection  of  books,  special  atten* 
tion  being  paid  to  historical  works. 

The  greatest  need  in  1854  was  for  qualified  teachers;  but  never- 
theless the  progress  of  public  education  during  this  and  following 
years  was  very  great*  Seliool-hoiiaeB  were  erected,  many  of  than 
being  fine  struetares,  well  Amished,  and  the  librariei  were  oonsid- 
orably  enlaiised. 

The  city  school  Bystem  of  Indiana  receivod  a  heavy  aet-haek  in 
185S,  by  a  deeiaion  of  the  Sopreme  Gonrt  of  the  State,  that  the* 
law  authorizing  cities  and  townships  to  levy  a  tax  additional  to  the 
State  tax  was  not  in  conformity  with  that  clause  in  the  ConstitQ* 
tion  which  required  uniformity  in  taxation.  The  schools  were 
stopped  for  want  of  adequate  funds.  For  a  few  weeks  in  each  year 
thereafter  the  feeble  "  uniform  "  supply  from  the  State  fund  en- 
abled the  people  to  open  the  schools,  but  considering  the  returns 
tlie  ])ublic  realizes  for  so  small  an  outlay  in  educational  matters, 
this  proved  more  expensive  than  ever.  Private  schools  increased, 
hot  tiie  attendance  was  amall.  Thus  the  interests  of  popaJar  edu* 
^tion  languished  for  years.  Bat  aince  the  revival  of  the  free 
cchools,  the  State  Aind  has  grown  to  vast  proportions,  and  the 
achoolaof  this  intelligent  and  enterprieinx  commonwealth  oompara 
&yorahly  witli  those  of  any  other  portion  of  die  United  States. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  present  all  the  statiatics  of  school  prof- 
ress  in  this  State  from  the  first  to  the  present  time,  but  some 
interest  will  be  taken  in  the  latest  statistics,  which  we  take  from  the 
^th  Biennial  Report  (for  ]877-'8)  by  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  Hon.  James  II.  Smart.  This  report,  by  the 
way,  is  a  volume  of  480  octavo  pages,  and  is  free  to  all  who  desire 
a  copy. 

The  rapid,  substantia)  and  permanent  increase  which  Indiana 
enjoys  in  her  school  interests  is  thus  set  forth  in  the  above  report 
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The  iDcrease  of  aeliool  population  dariDg  the  paat  ten  years  has 
been  as  follows: 

Total  in  lMB»nnjB65. 

Sept.  1 , 1869^                       17,699  May  1, 1 874*?!"  IT  fT.^T. . .  18,W3 

"   1.  1870   9,063       "  1, 1875  ISiTIS 

"    1,1871   3.101        "  1,1876   11,494 

*•   1,1872     8,811        "  1,  1877   15.470 

Uaj  1,1818  (8  monllM)   8^      •*  1,1878   4.447 

TvUM^im  899,188 

No.  of  white  males  884,871;  femalw  838,03.3  887,304 

»    •«  ooloved  "    «    5,1)12  11,849  ' 

888488 

Twenty-nine  per  oent  of  the  above  are  in  the  49  cities  and  SIS 
Inoorporated  towns,  and  71  per  cent  in  the  1,011  townships^ 

The  nnmber  of  white  males  enrolled  in  the  schools  In  1878  was 
987^15,  and  of  white  females,  337,789;  totsl,  50S,054;  of  cobred 
males,  8,794;  females,  8,687;  total,  7,481;  grand  total,  519,K8A. 

The  average  nnmber  enrolled  in  each  district  varies  from  61  to  S6, 
and  ^e  average  dailj  attendance  from  82  to  35;  but  many  children 
reported  as  absent  attend  parochial  or  private  schools.  Seventj- 
threc  per  cent  of  the  white  children  nnd  88  per  cent  of  the  colored, 
in  the  State,  are  enrolled  in  the  schools. 

The  nnmber  of  days  tanji^ht  vary  materially  in  the  different  town- 
ships, and  on  this  point  State  Superintendent  Snuirt  iterates:  "  As 
long  as  the  gcliools  of  some  of  our  townships  are  kej)t  open  but  60 
"days  and  others  220  days,  wo  do  not  have  a  uniform  system, — sucIj 
AS  was  contemplated  by  the  constitution.  The  scliool  law  requires 
the  trustee  of  a  township  to  maintain  each  of  the  schools  iu  Ins 
corporation  an  equal  length  of  time.  This  provision  cannot  be  so 
•easily  applied  to  the  various  counties  of  the  State,  for  the  reason 
that  there  is  a  variation  in  the  density  of  the  population,  iu  the 
-wealth  of  the  people,  and  the  amount  of  the  township  fbnds.  I 
think,  however,  there  Is  scarcely  a  township  trustee  in  the  State 
who  cannot,  nnder  the  present  law,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  bring  his 
schools  np  to  an  avera|^  of  six  months.  I  think  it  would  he  wise 
to  require  eseh  township  trustee  to  levy  a  sufficient  local  tax  to 
maintain  the  schools  at  least  six  months  of  the  year,  provided  this 
can  be  done  without  increasinfi;  the  local  tax  beyond  the  amount 
now  permitted  by  law.  Thjs  would  tend  to  bring  the  poorer  schools 
up  to  the  standard  of  the  best,  and  would  thus  unify  the  system, 
and  mako  it  indeed  a  common-school  system." 
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The  State,  liowever,  averageB  six  and  a  half  moDths  sohooi  per 

year  to  each  district. 

Tlie  number  of"  school  districts  in  the  State  in  1878  was  9.380,  in 
all  but  34  of  wliich  school  was  tauo^ht  during  that  year.  There  are 
39C  district  and  151  townsliip  graded  schools.  Number  of  white 
male  teachers,  7,977,  and  of  female,  5/)99;  colored,  male,  62,  and 
female,  43;  grand  total.  13,781.  For  the  ten  years  ending  with 
1878  there  was  an  increase  of  409  male  teadiers  and  811  female 
teachers.  All  these  teachers,  except  about  200,  attend  normal 
institutes, — ^a  showing  which  probably  surpasses  that  of  any  other 
State  in  this  respect. 

The  average  daily  compeoBation  of  teachers  thFoaghoat  fhe 
State  in  1878  was  as  follows:  In  townships,  males,  $1.90;  females, 
$1.70;  in  towns,  males,  $3.09;  females,  $1.81;  in  eities,  males, 
$i.06;  females,  $8.99. 

In  1878  there  were  89  stone  aefaool-hoosee,  1,794  brick,  7,$08 
frame,  and  124  log;  total,  9,546,  Tslned  at  $11^86,647.89. 

And  lastly,  and  l>e3t  of  all,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  Indiana  has 
a  larger  sohooi  fund  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  In  187!9» 
according  to  the  statistics  before  ns,  it  was  larger  than  that  of  anj 
other  State  by  $2,000,0001  the  figures  being  as  follows: 

Indiana  $8^487.898.47  Hichigaa  98,500,214.01 

Ohio   6,614,816.50  Missouri  S.^a^S  52 

Illinois   6,348,538.32  Minnesota   3,471,199.31 

New  York   2,880.017.01  Wisconsin   2;337,414.37 

Couaecticut.  2^,770.70  Massachusetts   8,210,864.0» 

Iowa  ^97^B81Jn  Arkansas  8,000,OOOlW 

.  Nearly  all  tlie  rest  of  the  StatM  have  less  tlian  a  million  dollars 

in  their  scliool  fund. 

In  1872  the  common -school  fund  of  Indiana  consisted  of  the 
following: 

Non-negotiable  bonds.. . .  .|3,591,816.15  Escheated  estates   n,808JS5 

Common-school  fbnd, —  1,(I66,''84^  Sinking  Amd,  last  dtstrll>> 

Sinking  ftind,  at  8  per  cent    568,189J>4  ution   67^068.78 

Consrressionai  township  Sinking  fund  nndistrib- 

fund                           8,281^6.80  uted   100,165.92 

Value  of  unsold  congrsi-  tiwamp  land  fund   42)418.40 

sional  township  laiMU.*      84,245.00  — 

Saline  fiiii'l                            5,727.66  |8b487,ff8S47 

Bank  la.\  rutnl   1,744.94 

In  1878  the  grand  total  was  $8,974,455.55. 
The  origin  of  the  respective  school  funds  of  Indiana  is  as  follows: 
1.    The     Conffressional  township "  fund  is  derived  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  16tti  sections  of  the  townships.  Almost  all  of  these 
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iiave  been  boKI  aiui  the  money  put  out  at  interest.  The  amount  of 
this  fund  in  1S77  was  $2,452,936.82. 

2.  The  "saline"  fund  coubists  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
salt  springs,  and  the  land  adjoining  necessary  for  working  them  to 
the  amonnt  of  88  oitire  8eotioii8»  anthorund  by  the  original  act  of 
Congress.  By  authority  of  the  Bame  act  the  Legislature  has  made 
these  proeeeds  a  part  of  the  permanent  school  fond. 

8.  Ihe  "  snrplns  reyenae  **  faiid.  Under  the  administration  of 
Fkesident  Jackson,  the  national  debt,oontraoted  by  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  was  entirely  discharged,  and  a 
large  surplus  remained  in  the  treasury.  In  June,  1836,  Oongress 
distributed  this  money  aracng  the  States  in  the  ratio  of  their  repre- 
sentation in  Congress,  subject  to  recall,  and  Indiana's  share  was 
$860,254.  Tlie  Legislature  subsequently  set  apart  $573,502.96  of 
this  amount  to  be  a  part  of  the  school  fund.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  general  Government  will  ever  recall  this  money. 

4.  "  Bank  tax  "  fund.  The  Legislature  of  1834  chartered  a  State 
Bank,  of  whicli  a  part  of  the  stock  was  owned  by  the  State  and  a 
part  by  individuals.  Section  16  of  the  diarter  required  an  annual 
deduction  from  the  dividends,  equal  to  13i  cents  on  each  share  not 
hdd  by  the  State,  to  be  set  apart  for  oommon-sehool  education. 
This  tax  finally  amountsd  to  $80,000,  which  now  bears  interest  in 
favor  of  education. 

5.  "Sinking"  fnnd.  In  order  to  set  the  State  bank  under 
good  headway,  the  State  at  first  borrowed  $1,300,000,  and  out  of 
the  unapplied  balances  a  fund  was  created,  increased  by  unapplied 
balances  also  of  the  principal,  interest  and  dividends  of  the  amount 
lent  to  the  individual  holders  of  stock,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking 
the  debt  of  the  bank;  hence  the  name  sinking  fund.  The  114th 
section  of  the  charter  provided  that  after  the  full  payment  of  the 
bank's  indebtedness,  principal,  interest  and  incidental  expeoees,  the 
residue  of  said  Amd  should  be  a  permanent  fund,  appropriated  to 
the  cause  of  education.  As  the  charter  extended  through  a  period 
of  25  years,  this  fund  ultimately  leaehed  the  handsome  amount  of 
$5,000,000. 

The  foregoing  are  all  interest-bearing  fiinds;  the  following  are 

additional  school  funds,  but  not  productive: 

8.  Seminary  "  fund.  By  order  of  the  Legislature  in  1852,  all 
county  seminaries  were  sold,  and  the  net  proceeds  placed  in  the 
common-school  fund. 
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7*  All  fineB  for  the  violatioii  of  the  penal  laws  of  the  State  are 
plaeed  to  the  credit  of  the  oommon-schoul  fund 

8.  All  recognuaneeB  of  witneweB  and  parties  indicted  for  crime, 
when  forfeited,  are  eolleetible  by  law  and  made  a  part  of  the 
Bohool  fund.  These  are  reported  to  the  office  of  the  State  Snperin- 
tendent  of  Public  Instrootion  annually.  For  the  five  jears  ending^ 
with  1872,  they  averaged  about  $34,000  a  year. 

9.  Escheats.  These  amount  to  $17,865.55,  which  waeatiUin 
the  State  treasury  in  1872  and  unapplied. 

10.  The  "swamp-land"  fund  arises  from  the  sale  ot  certain 
Congresf^ional  land  grants,  not  devoted  to  any  particular  purpose 
by  the  terms  of  the  grant.  In  1872  there  was  $i2,il6.40  of  thia 
money,  subject  to  call  by  the  school  interests. 

11.  Taxea  on  corporations  are  to  some  extent  devoted  by  the 
Oonetitntion  to  sdiool  purposes,  hat  the  danse  on  this  Buhfect  is 
somewhat  obscnre,  and  no  fnnds  as  yet  ha?e  been  realised  from  this 
sonroe.  It  is  sopposed  that  several  large  snms  of  money  are  doe 
the  common-sehool  fhnd  from  the  corporationa. 

Oonstitationally,  any  of  the  above  fonds  may  be  increased,  bni 
never  diminished. 

mXUMA  8fA.TR  UHIV1CB8ITT* 

So  early  as  1802  the  U.  S.  Congress  granted  lands  and  a  charter 
to  the  people  of  that  portion  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  resid- 
ing at  Yincennes,  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  a  seminary 
of  learning  in  that  early  settled  district;  and  five  years  afterward 
an  act  incorporating  the  Ylncennes  University  asked  the  Legisla- 
ture to  appoint  a  Board  of  Tmstees  fbr  the  institution  and  order  the 
sale  of  a  single  township  in  Gibson  county,  granted  by  Oongress  in 
1803,  80  that  the  proceciU  might  be  at  once  devoted  to  the  objects 
of  education.  On  this  Board  the  following  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  institntion:  William  H.  Har- 
rison, John  Gibson,  Thomas  IT.  Davis,  Henry  Vanderburgh,  Wal- 
ler Taylor,  Benjamin  Parke,  Pefor  Jones,  James  Johnson,  John 
Rice  Jones,  George  Wallace,  Wiiliaiu  Bnllitt,  Elias  McNanico, 
John  P>ad(>lett,  Ileiiry  Hurst,  Gen.  W.  Johnston,  Francis  Vigo, 
Jacob  Kuykendftll,  Samnel  McKee.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  George 
Leech,  Luke  Decker,  Samuel  Gwathmey  and  John  Johnson. 

The  sale  of  this  Und  was  slow  and  the  proceeds  small.  The 
members  of  the  Board,  too,  were  apathetic,  and  failing  to  meet,  the 
institution  fell  ont  of  existence  and  ont  of  memory. 
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In  1816  Congress  granted  another  township  in  Monroe  county, 
located  within  its  present  limits,  and  the  foundation  of  a  university 
was  laid.  Four  years  later,  and  after  Indiana  was  erected  into  a 
State,  an  act  of  the  local  Legislature  appointing  another  Board  of 
Trustees  and  authorizing  them  to  select  a  location  for  a  nniver»itv 
and  to  enter  into  contracta  for  its  construction,  was  pass^.  The 
new  Board  met  at  Bloomingtoa  and  selected  a  site  at  that  place  for 
iSb»  loeation  of  tiie  pneent  Irailding,  entered  into  a  eontnot  for  the 
ereetion  of  the  same  in  1838,  and  in  1885  had  the  Batiaikotion  of  being 
present  at  the  inaognration  of  the  nni  venity.  The  first  session  was 
commenoed  nnder  the  Bev.  Baynard  R.  Hall,  with  80  stndents,  and 
when  the  learned  profeseor  oonld  only  boast  of  a  salary  of  $160  a 
year;  yet,  on  this  very  limited  sum  the  gentleman  worked  with 
energy  and  soon  broaght  the  enterprise  tlirough  all  its  elementary 
stages  to  the  position  of  an  aeademio  institution.  Dividing  the 
year  into  two  sessions  of  five  months  each,  the  Board  acting  under 
his  advice,  changed  the  name  to  the  "  Indiana  Academy,"  under 
wliich  title  it  was  duly  chartered.  In  1827  Prof.  John  H.  Harney 
was  raised  to  the  chairs  of  mathematics,  natural  philosophy  and 
astronomy,  at  a  salary  of  $300  a  year;  and  the  salary  of  Mr.  Hall 
raised  to  $400  a  year.  In  1828  the  name  was  again  changed  by  the 
Legislature  to  the  "  Indiana  College,"  and  the  following  professors 
appointed  over  the  diilereut  departments;  liev.  Andrew  Wylie, 
D.  D.,  Prof,  of  mental  and  moral  philosophy  and  belles  lettres; 
John  H.  Harney,  Trot  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy ;  and 
Ber.  Bayard  R  Hall,  Viof,  of  andent  languages.  This  year,  also, 
dispodtions  were  made  for  the  sale  of  Gibson  oonnty  lands  and  for 
the  ereetion  of  a  new  college  building.  This  action  was  opposed 
by  some  legal  diffienlties,  whieh  after  a  time  were  overcome,  and 
the  new  college  bnilding  was  pnt  nnder  eons&notion,  and  o^mtinned 
to  prosper  until  185i,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  9,000 
▼olnmes,  with  all  the  apparatus,  were  consnmed  The  enrricnlnm 
was  then  eairiod  out  in  a  temporary  bnilding,  while  a  new  struct- 
ure was  ijoinf^  up. 

In  1873  the  new  college,  with  its  additions,  was  completed,  and 
the  routine  of  studies  continued.  A  museum  of  natural  history, 
a  laboratory  and  the  Owen  cabinet  added,  and  the  standard  of  the 
stndiea  and  morale  generally  increased  in  excellence  and  in  strict- 
ness. 

Bloominirton  is  a  fine,  healthful  locality,  on  the  Ix)uisville,  New 
Albany  6c  Chicago  railway.    The  University  buildings  are  in  the 
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collegiate  Gothic  style,  simply  and  truly  carried  out.  The  building, 
fronting  College  avenue  is  145  feet  in  front.  It  consists  of  a 
central  building  60  feet  by  53.  with  wini^s  each  3*>  feet  by  26,  and 
the  whole,  three  stories  liigli.  The  new  building,  fronting  the 
west,  is  130  feet  by  50.    Buildings  lighted  by  gas. 

The  faculty  uuiubors  thirteen.  Number  of  students  in  the  col- 
legiate department  in  1879-'80,  1S8;  in  preparatory,  169;  totaly 
849,  allowing  for  three  ooanted  twice. 

.The  anivenity  may  now  he  considered  on  a  fixed  foanaation,  car- 
rying oat  the  intention  of  the  Fifeeident,  who  aimed  at  scholarship 
rather  than  numbers,  and  demands  the  attention  of  eleven  pro- 
fessors, together  with  the  State  Geologist,  who  is  ez-officio  tneniW 
of  the  faculty,  and  required  to  lecture  at  intervals  and  look  after 
the  geological  and  mineralogical  interests  of  the  institution.  The 
faculty  of  medicine  is  represented  b}'  eleven  leading  physicians 
of  the  neighborhood.  The  faculty  of  law  requires  two  resident 
professors,  and  the  other  chairs  remarkably  well  represented. 

The  university  received  from  the  State  annually  about  $15,000, 
and  promises  with  the  aid  of  other  public  grants  and  private  dona- 
tiouB  to  vie  with  any  otlier  State  university  within  the  Bepubiic. 

PUBDUX  UNIYKBSITT. 

This  is  a  **  college  for  the  benefit  of  agricultural  and  the  mechanic 
arts,"  as  provided  for  by  act  of  Congress,  July  2, 1S62,  donating 
lands  for  tiiis  purpose  to  the  enfimt  of  80,000  acres  of  the  pnblie 
domain  to  each  Senator  and  BepreoentatiTe  in  the  Federal  assem- 
bly. Indiana  having  in  Oongress  at  that  time  thirteen  members, 
became  entitled  to  880,000  acres;  bnt  as  there  was  no  Congress 
land  in  the  State  at  this  time,  scrip  had  to  be  taken,  and  it  was 
npon  the  following  condition  (we  quote  the  act): 

"Section  4.  That  all  moneys  derived  from  the  sale  of  land 
scrip  shall  be  invested  in  the  stocks  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
some  other  safe  stocks,  yielding  no  less  than  five  per  oentam  upon 
the  par  value  of  said  stocks;  and  that  the  moneys  so  invested  shall 
constitute  a  perpetual  fund,  the  capital  of  which  shall  remain  undi- 
minished, except  so  far  as  may  be  provided  in  section  6  of  this  act, 
and  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  by  each 
State,  which  may  take  and  claim  the  benetit  of  this  act,  to  the 
endowment,  Bupport  and  maintenance  of  at  least  one  college,  where 
the  leading  object  shall  be,  without  eidoding  other  tdentifie  and 
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classical  studies,  and  including  military  tactics,  to  teach  such 
brancbea  ul  learning  as  are  related  to  agriculture  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  maj  re- 
speotivelj  preeoribe,  in  order  to  promote  the  liberal  and  pnustioa] 
edneatioii  of  tiie  indnBtriel  dasaes  in  the  several  pnrsvits  and  pro- 
UMaionBof  life. 

**  Sno.  6.  That  the  grant  of  land  and  land  aerip  hereby  aaihor- 
iaed  shall  be  made  on  the  following  conditions,  to  whieh,  as  well  as 
tile  provision  hereinbefore  contained,  the  previons  assent  of  the 
several  States  shall  be  signified  by  Legislative  act: 

"  First.  If  any  portion  of  the  funds  invested  as  provided  by  the 
foregoinc:  section,  or  any  portion  of  the  interest  thereon,  shall  by 
any  action  or  contingency  be  diminished  or  lost,  it  shall  l>e  replaced 
bv  tlie  State  to  which  it  belongs,  so  that  the  capital  of  the  fund 
shall  remain  forever  undiminished,  and  the  annual  interest  shall  be 
regularly  applied,  without  diminution,  to  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  except  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten 
per  centnm  upon  the  amount  reoeived  bj  any  State  under  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  this  aot  may  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  lands  for 
sites  or  experimental  farms,  whenever  authorised  by  the  respective 
Legidatnres  of  said  Stales. 

. « Second.  No  portion  of  said  fund,  nor  interest  thereon,  shall 
be  applied,  directly  or  indirectly,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  to 
the  purchase,  erection,  preservation  or  repair  of  any  building  or 

buildings. 

Third.  Any  State  which  may  take  and  claim  the  benefit  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  provide,  within  five  years  at  least, 
not  less  than  one  college,  as  provided  in  the  fourth  section  of  this 
act,  or  the  grant  to  such  State  shall  cease  and  said  State  be  bound 
to  pay  the  United  States  the  amount  received  of  any  lands  pre- 
viously sold,  and  that  the  title  to  purchase  under  the  States  shall 
be  valid. 

Fourth.  An  annual  report  shall  be  made  regarding  the  prog- 
ress of  eaeh  college,  reoording  any  improvements  and  experiments 
made,  with  their  cost  and  result,  and  such  other  matter,  ududing 
State  industrial  and  economical  statistics,  as  may  bo  supposed  use- 
ful, one  copy  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  by  mail  free,  by  each, 
to  all  other  colleges  which  may  be  endowed  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  also  one  copy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

"Fifth.  When  lands  suall  be  selected  from  those  which  have 
been  raised  to  double  the  minimum  price  in  conseqaenoe  of  railroad 
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grants,  that  they  shall  be  computed  to  the  States  at  the  tnaximam 
price,  and  the  number  of  acres  proportionately  diminished. 

"Sixth.  No  State,  while  in  a  condition  of  robellion  or  insur- 
reotion  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit*  of  this  act 

*<SeventlL  Ko  State  duOl  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  aet 
nnless  it  shall  ezpreBS  ite  aooeptance  thereof  by  its  Legialatore 
within  two  yean  teom  the  date  of  its  approTal  by  the  President" 

The  foregoing  act  was  approved  by  the  President,  Jalj  9^  1863. 
It  seemed  that  tliis  law,  amid  the  din  of  arms  with  the  great  Rebel- 
lion, was  about  to  pass  altogether  nnnoticed  by  the  next  General 
Assembly,  Jannary,  1863,  had  not  Gov.  Morton's  attention  been 
callod  to  it  by  a  delegation  of  citizens  from  Tippecanoe  county,  who 
visited  him  in  the  interest  of  Battle  Gronnd.  He  thereupon  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislature,  upon  the  subject,  and  then 
public  attention  was  excited  to  it  everywhere,  and  several  localities 
competed  for  the  institution;  indeed,  the  rivalry  was  so  great  that 
this  session  fidled  to  aet  in  the  matter  at  all,  and  wonld  have  filled 
to  aooept  of  the  grant  within  the  two  years  prescribed  in  the  last 
danse  quoted  abo^e^  had  not  Oongress,  by  a  supjdementaiy  aot» 
extended  the  time  two  years  longer. 

March  6, 1865,  the  Legislature  accepted  the  conditions  ot  the 
national  gift,  and  organized  the  Board  of  "  Trustees  of  the  Indiana 
Agricultural  College."  This  Board,  by  authority,  sold  the  scrip 
April  9,  1867,  for  i5212,238.50,  which  sum,  by  compounding,  has 
increased  to  nearly  ^400,000,  and  is  invested  in  U.  S.  bonds.  Not 
until  the  special  session  of  May,  1869,  was  the  locality  for  this  col- 
lege selected,  when  John  Purdue,  of  Lafayette,  otFercd  $150,000 
and  Tippecanoe  county  $50,000  more,  and  the  title  of  the  institution 
changed  to  "  Purdue  University."  Donations  were  also  made  by 
the  Battle  Ground  Institute  and  the  Battle  Ground  Institute  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Ohnreh. 

The  building  was  located  on  a  100-acre  tract  near  Channoey, 
which  Purdue  gave  in  addition  to  his  magnificent  donation,  and  to 
which  86|  acres  more  have  since  been  added  on  the  north.  The 
boarding'house,  dcmnitoiy,  the  laboratory,  boiler  and  gas  house, 
a  frame  armory  and  gymnasium,  stable  with  shed  and  work-shop 
are  all  to  the  north  of  the  gravel  road,  and  form  a  group  of  build- 
ings within  a  circle  of  600  feet.  The  boiler  and  gas  house  occupy 
a  rather  central  position,  and  supply  steam  and  n^as  to  the  Iwarding- 
houac,  dormitory  aud  laboratory.    A  deecriptiou  of  these  buildings 
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may  be  apropos.  The  boarding-hoaae  Ib  a  brick  structure,  in  the 
modern  Italian  style,  planked  by  a  turret  at  each  of  the  front  anglel 
and  ueasnring  120  feet  front  by  68  Ibet  deep.  The  dormitory  is  a 
qnadrangnlar  ediflee,  in  the  plain  EMsabethan  style^  fonr  atories 
high,  arranged  to  aooommodate  126  students.  Like  the  other  bnild- 
ings,  it  is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  gas.  Bathing  accommo- 
ilations  are  in  each  end  of  all  the  stories.  The  laboratory  is  almost 
m  duplicate  of  a  similar  department  in  Brown  University,  R.  I.  It 
is  a  much  smaller  building  than  the  boardinf]:-bouse,  but  yet  suflS- 
ciently  large  to  meet  the  requirements.  A  collection  of  minerals, 
fossils  and  antiquities,  purchased  from  Mr.  Richard  Owen,  former 
President  of  the  institution,  occupies  the  t^mivorary  cabinet  or 
mubeuiu,  pending  the  construction  of  a  new  building.  The  military 
hall  and  gymnasinoi  is  100  feet  frontage  by  50  feet  deep,  and  only 
one  story  high.  The  uses  to  which  this  hall  is  devoted  are  ezer- 
oises  in  physical  and  military  drilL  The  boiler  and  gas  house  is  an 
establishment  replete  in  itself,  possessing  every  fiwility  for  supply- 
ing t}ie  boildinge  of  the  university  with  adequate  heat  and  Ught 
It  ia  further  provided  with  pumping  works.  Oonvenient  to  this 
department  is  the  retort  and  great  meters  of  the  gas  house,  capable 
of  holding  9,000  cubic  feet  of  gas,  and  arranged  npon  the  principles 
of  modem  science.  The  barn  and  shed  form  a  single  building, 
both  useful,  convenient  and  ornamental. 

In  connection  vvith  the  agricultural  department  of  the  university, 
a  brick  residence  and  barn  were  erected  and  placed  at  the  disposal 
ot  the  farm  superintendent,  Maj.  L.  A.  Burke. 

The  buildings  enumerated  above  have  been  erected  at  a  cost 
approximating  the  following:  boarding-house,  $37,807.07;  labora- 
toty,  $15,000;  dormitory,  $82,000;  military  hall  and  gymnasium, 
$6,410.47;  boiler  and  gas  house,  $1^814;  bam  .and  shed,  $1,(M)0; 
work-shop,  $1,000;  dwelling  and  bam,  $2,500. 

Besides  the  original  donations.  Legislative  appropriations,  vary- 
ing in  amount,  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  Mr.  Pierce, 
the  treasnrer,  has  donated  his  official  salary,  $600  a  year,  for  the  time 
he  served,  for  decorating  the  grounds, — if  nere?sary. 

The  opening  of  the  university  was,  owing  to  varied  circumstan- 
ces, postponed  from  time  to  time,  and  not  until  March,  1874,  was  a 
class  formed,  and  this  only  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Congress  in 
that  connection  in  its  relation  to  the  university.  However,  in 
September  following  a  curriculam  was  adopted,  and  the  first  regu- 
lar term  of  the  Pnrdue  University  entered  upon.  Tliis  eurrienlum 
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oomprises  the  Taried  rabjeets  generally  pertaining  to  a  first-clase 

university  course,  namely:  in  the  Bchool  of  natural  science- 
physics  and  industrial  mechanics,  chemistry  and  natnral  liistory; 
in  the  school  of  engineering — civil  and  mining,  together  with  the 
principles  of  architecture;  in  the  school  of  agriculture — theoret- 
ical and  ]>ractical  ajricnltiire,  horticulture  and  vet€rin;iry  science; 
in  the  military  t^chool — the  mathematical  sciences,  German  and 
French  literature,  free-hand  and  mechanical  drawing,  with  all  the 
studies  pertaining  to  the  natural  and  military  sciences.  Mudern 
languages  and  natural  liistory  embrace  their  respective  courses  to 
the  fullest  extent. 

There  are  this  year  (1880)  eleven  members  of  the  faculty,  86 
students  in  the  regular  courses,  and  117  other  stadents.  Id  respect 
to  attendance  there  lias  been  a  constant  increase  from  the  first 
Tlie  first  year,  1874-'5,  there  were  bat  64  students. 

aroiAHA  STATB  HOBHAL  BOHOOJL. 

This  institution  was  founded  at  Terre  Haute  in  1S70,  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  year.  The  building  is 
s  large  brick  edifice  situated  upon  a  commanding  location  and 
possessing  some  architectural  beauties.    From  ito  inauguration 

many  obstacles  opposed  its  advance  toward  efiSciency  and  success; 
but  the  Board  of  Trustees,  composed  of  men  experienced  in  edn^ 
oatioual  matters,  exercised  their  strength  of  mind  and  body  to 
overcome  every  diflSculty,  and  secure  for  the  State  Normal  School 
every  dictinotion  and  emoluTnent  that  lay  witliin  tlieir  power, 
their  efforts  to  tliis  end  being  very  successful;  and  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  institution  has  arrived  at,  if  not  eclipsed,  the  standard  of  their 
expectations.  Not  alone  does  the  course  of  study  embrace  the 
legal  subjects  known  as  reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic, 
geography,  United  States  history,  English  grammar,  physiology,, 
manners  and  ethics,  but  it  includes  also  universal  history,  the 
mathematical  sciences  and  many  other  subjecte  foreign  to  older 
institutious.  The  first  studies  are  prescribed  by  law  and  mnst  be 
inculcated;  the  second  are  optional  with  the  professors,  and  in  the 
case  of  Indiana  generallj  bold  place  in  the  curriculum  of  the  nor- 
mal school. 

The  model,  or  training  school,  specially  designed  for  the  training 
of  teachers,  forms  a  most  important  factor  in  Stete  edncational 
matters,  and  prepares  teachers  of  both  sexes  for  one  of  the  most 
important  positions  in  life;  tiz.,  that  of  educating  the  youth  of  the 
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State.  The  advuijsed  coarse  of  stndtes,  together  with  the  higher 
stadies  of  the  normal  eehool,  emhtaoes  Latin  and  German,  and  pre- 
pares young  men  and  women  for  entrance  to  the  State  University. 

Tlie  efficiency  of  this  school  may  be  elicited  from  the  follo\viTi<r 
facts,  taken  from  the  official  reports:  out  of  41  persons  who  had 
graduated  from  the  elementary  course,  nine,  after  teaching  success- 
fully in  the  public  scliools  ot  this  State  from  two  terms  to  two 
years,  returned  to  the  institution  and  sought  admission  to  the 
advanced  classes.  They  were  admitted;  three  of  them  were  gentle- 
men and  six  ladies.  After  spending  two  years  and  two  terms  in  the 
elementary  course,  and  then  teaching  in  tlie  schools  during  the 
time  already  mentioDed  they  retamed  to  spend  two  and  a  half  or 
three  yeais  more,  and  for  the  arowed  purpose  of  qualifying  them- 
selves for  teaching  in  the  most  responsible  positions  of  the  public 
school  serriee.  In  fact,  no  8tnd«it  is  admitted  to  the  school  whi> 
does  not  in  good  fitith  declare  his  intention  to  qualify  himself  for 
teaching  in  the  schools  of  the  State.  This  the  Taw  requires,  and 
the  rule  is  adhered  to  Uterally. 

The  report  farther  says,  in  speaking  of  the  government  of  the 
school,  that  the  fundamental  idea  is  rational  freedom,  or  that  free- 
dom which  gives  exemption  from  the  power  of  control  of  one  over 
another,  or,  in  other  words,  the  self-limiting  of  tliemselves,  in  their 
acts,  by  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  others  who  are  equally  free. 
The  idea  and  origin  of  the  school  beitig  laid  down,  and  also  the 
means  by  which  scholarship  can  be  realized  in  the  individual,  tlie 
student  is  left  to  form  his  own  conduct,  both  during  session  hours 
and  while  away  from  schooL  The  teacher  merely  stands  between 
this  scholastic  idea  and  the  stndent^s  own  partial  conception  of  it, 
as  expositor  or  interpreter.  The  teacher  is  not  legislator,  executor 
or  police  offloer;  he  is  expounder  of  the  true  idea  of  school  law,  so 
tibvat  the  only  test  of  the  student's  conduct  is  obedience  to,  or 
nonconformity  with,  that  law  as  interpreted  by  the  teacher.  This 
idea  once  inculcated  in  the  minds  of  the  students,  insures  industry^ 
punctuality  and  order, 

NORTUEBM  INUlAiiA  NORMAL  SCHOOL  AND  BCSINK8S  INSTITUTE 

VALPARAISO. 

This  institution  was  orgjinized  Sept.  10,  1873,  with  35  students 
in  attendance.  The  school  occupied  the  building  known  as  the 
Valparaiso  Male  and  Female  College  building.     Foar  teachers 
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were  employed.  Hie  attendanee,  eo  small  at  first,  inoraased  rap- 
idly and  steadily,  until  at  the  present  writing,  the  seventh  year 
in  the  hislory  (jf  the  school,  the  yearly  eoroUmeilt  is  more  than 
three  thousand.    The  number  of  instructors  now  employed  is  23. 

From  time  to  time,  additions  have  been  made  to  the  school 
buildings,  and  numerous  boarding  halls  have  been  erected,  so  that 
now  the  value  of  the  buildings  and  groonds  owned  by  the  school 
IB  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

A  large  Hbrary  has  been  collected,  and  a  complete  equipment  of 
philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus  has  been  purchased.  The 
department  of  physiology  is  supplied  with  skaletoos,  manikins, 
and  everything  neoessaiy  to  the  demonstration  of  eaoh  bfanch  of 
the  snljettt  A  large  cabinet  is  provided  for  the  stody  of  geology. 
In  hdty  eaoh  department  of  the  sohool  is  completely  famished 
with  the  apparatus  needed  for  the  most  approved  presentation  of 
every  snbjeet. 

There  are  15  chartered  departmrats  in  the  institution.  These 
are  in  charge  of  thoron"xh,  energetic,  and  scholurly  instructors,  and 
seud  forth  each  year  as  graduates,  a  large  number  of  tinely  cultured 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  living  testimonials  of  the  eiiiciency 
of  the  course  of  study  and  tlie  methods  used. 

The  Commercial  College  in  connection  with  the  school  is  in  itself 
a  great  institution.  It  is  finely  fitted  up  and  furnished,  and  ranks 
foremost  among  the  business  ooUeges  of  the  United  Stalet. 

The  expenses  for  tuition,  room  and  board,  have  been  made  so 
low  that  an  opportunity  for  obtaining  a  thorough  education  is 
presented  to  the  poor  and  the  rioh  alike. 

All  of  this  work  has  been  accomplished  in  the  short  space  of 
seven  years.  The  school  now  holds  a  high  place  among  educational 
institutions,  and  is  the  largest  normal  school  in  the  United  States. 

This  wonderful  growth  and  devolopment  is  wliolly  due  to  the 
energy  and  faithfulness  of  its  teachers,  and  the  unparalleled  exec- 
utive ability  of  its  proprietor  aad  principal.  The  school  is  not 
endowed. 

DKNOICINATIONAL  AND  FSITATB  IJrS'nTUTIOHB. 

Kor  is  Indiana  behind  in  literary  institutions  under  denomina- 
tional auspices.  It  is  not  to  be  understood,  however,  at  the  present 
day,  that  sectarian  doctrines  are  insisted  upon  at  the  so-called 
«  denominational''  colleges,  universities  and  seminaries;  the  youfhat 
those  places  are  influenced  only  by  Christian  example. 
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Notre  Daine  UniveraUyf  near  South  Bend,  is  a  Catholic  inetita- 
tion,  and  is  one  of  the  most  noted  in  the  United  States.  It  was 
founded  in  1842  by  Father  Sorin.  The  first  building  was  erected 
in  1843,  and  the  university  has  continued  to  grow  and  prospcrnntil 
the  present  time,  now  having  35  professors,  2(i  iiistructor-i,  9  tutors, 
213  students  and  12,000  volumes  in  library.  At  present  the  main 
bulKling  has  a  frontage  of  224  feet  and  a  depth  of  155.  Thousands 
of  young  people  have  received  their  education  here,  and  a  large 
nnmber  have  been  graduated  for  the  priesthood.  A  chapter  was 
held  hero  in  1872,  atteaded  by  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
It  is  worthy  .of  mention  that  this  institution  has  a  bell  weighing 
18,000  pounds,  the  largest  in  the  United  States  and  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  world. 

The  Indiana  Ashv/ry  UhiversUyy  at  Greenoastle^  is  an  old  and 

well-established  institntion  under  the  auspices  of  the- Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  named  after  its  first  bishop*  Asbitry.  It  was 
founded  in  1886,  and  in  1872  it  had  nine  professors  and  17^ 

students. 

Ilnwdrd  College,  not  denominational,  is  located  at  Kokomo,  and 
was  founded  i n  1 669.  In  1872  it  had  five  professors,  four  instractors^ 
and  69  students. 

TJiiion  Christian  College^  Christiau,  at  Merom,  was  organized  in 
1868,  and  in  1873  had  §om  resident  professors,  seven  instmetorS' 
and  156  stndents. 

Moor»^9  BUI  ChUsffs,  HethodislEpisoopal,  is  situated  at  Moore'» 
HUl,  was  founded  in  1854,  and  in  1879  had  five  resident  professors^ 
fire  instrnctors,  and  143  students. 

Earlham*8  College^  at  Richmond,  is  nnder  the  management  of 
the  Orthodox  Friends,  and  was  founded  in  1859.  In  1872  they 
had  e«ix  resident  professors  and  167  students,  and  8,800  volumes  in 
library. 

Wahash  College,  at  Grawfordsville,  was  organized  in  1834.  and 
had  in  1S72,  flight  professors  and  teachers,  and  231  students,  with 
about  12,000  volumes  in  the  library.  It  is  under  Presbyterian 
management. 

Caneordia  CoUege,  Lutheran,  at  Fort  Wayne,  was  founded  in 
1860;  in  1879  it  had  four  profeeaors  and  148  stndents:  8,000  volumes 
in  library. 

Manowr  OoUsgef  IVesbyterian,  was  oiyi;aniBed  in  1888,  at  Han- 
over, and  in  1879  had  seven  professors  and  118  stad6Dti,and  7,000 
volumes  in  library. 
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Haiiaville  University^  United  Brethren,  at  Hartsvillo.  waa 
founded  in  1854,  and  in  1872  had  seven  professors  and  117  htudente. 

NorthiceHterii  Christian  University^  Disciples,  is  located  at 
Irvington,  near  Indianapolis.  It  was  founded  in  1854,  and  by 
1872  it  had  15  resident  profeseora,  181  Btadehts,  and  5,000  volumes 
■n  library.  ' 

BENEVOLENT  AND  PENAL  INSTITITTIONS. 

By  the  year  1830,  the  inflnx  of  paupers  an  l  invalid  persona  was 
80  great  that  the  Governor  called  upon  the  Les^islature  to  take 
steps  toward  regolatintj  the  matter,  and  also  to  provide  an  asylum 
for  the  poor,  but  that  body  was  very  slow  to  act  on  the  matter. 
At  the  present  time,  however,  there  is  no  State  in  the  Union  which 
can  boast  a  better  system  of  beuevulLiit  institntions.  The  Benevo- 
lent  Society  of  Indianapolis  was  organized  in  1843.  It  was  a 
pioneer  institution;  its  Held  of  work  was  small  at  iirst,  but  it  has 
grown  into  great  naefainess. 

latBTITDTB  FOB  THE  EDUOATtOlT  OF  TBB  BUHXk. 

In  behalf  of  the  blind,  tlie  first  effort  was  made  by  James  M.  Ray, 
about  1846.  Through  liis  efforts  William  H.  Churchman  came 
from  Kentackj  with  blind  papils  and  gavn  exhibitions  in  Mr. 
Beecher's  ehureh,  in  Indianapolis.  These  entertainments  were 
attended  by  members  of  the  Legislature,  for  whom  indeed  they 
were  especially  intended;  and  the  eflbct  npon  them  was  so  good, 
that  before  thej  adjonmed  the  session  they  adopted  measures  to  es- 
tablish an  asylnm  for  the  blind.  The  commission  appointed  to  carry 
out  these  measnres^  consisting  of  James  M.  Ray,  Gleo.  W.  Mcars, 
and  the  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Auditor  of  State,  engai^ed  Mr. 
Churchman  to  make;  a  lecturing  tonr  through  the  State  and  ooUest 
statistics  of  the  blind  population. 

The  "Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  "  was  founded  by 
the  Legislature  of  1847,  and  first  opened  in  a  rented  building  Oct. 
1,  of  that  year.  The  permanent  buildings  were  optMUid  and  occu- 
pied in  February,  1853.  The  original  cost  of  the  buildings  and 
ground  was  $110,000,  and  the  present  valuation  of  buildings  and 
grounds  aj)proxi mates  $300,000.  The  main  building  is  90  feet 
long  by  61  deep,  and  with  its  right  and  left  wings,  each  30  feet  in 
front  and  83  in  depth,  give  an  entire  frontage  of  150  feet.  The 
main  building  is  five  stones  in  height,  snnnonnted  by  a  enpola  of 
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the  Cbrinthian  style,  while  each  wing  is  similarly  overeapped 
The  portiooes,  ooroioes  and  verandahs  are  gotten  np  with  exqnisite 
taste,  and  the  former  are  molded  after  the  principle  of  Ionic  arohi- 
teotnre.   The  boilding  is  very  ftvorably  sitnated,  and  oconpies  a 

spaeeof  eight  acres. 

Tlie  nucleus  of  a  fond  for  supplying  indigent  graduates  of  the 
institution  with  an  outfit  suitable  to  their  trades,  or  with  money  in 
lien  thereof,  promises  to  meet  with  many  additions.  Tlie  fund  ia 
the  out-coine  of  the  benevolence  of  Mr».  Fitzpatrick,  a  resident  of 
Delaware,  in  this  State,  and  appears  to  be  suggested  by  the  fact 
that  her  daughter,  wlio  was  smitten  with  blindness,  studied  as  a 
pupil  in  the  institute^  aiui  became  singularly  attached  to  many  of 
its  inmates.  The  following  passage  from  the  lady's  will  bears 
testimony  not  only  to  her  own  sympathetic  nature  but  also  to  the 
eflleienoy  of  the  establishment  whidi  so  won  her  esteem.  I  give 
to  each  of  the  following  persons,  friends  and  associates  of  my  blind 
daughter,  Margaret  Lonisa,  the  snm  of  $100  to  each,  to  wit,  v\zt 
Melissa  and  Fhobe  Qarrettson,  Franoes  Cnndiff,  Dallas  Newland» 
Naomi  Unthnnk,  and  a  girl  whose  name  before  marriage  was 
Baehel  Martin,  her  hnsband*s  name  not  reooUeeted.  The  balance 
of  my  estate,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  administering,  I  give  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  blind  asylum  and  his  successor,  in  tmst^ 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  indigent  blind  of  Indiana  who  may 
attend  the  Indiana  blind  asylum,  to  be  given  to  them  on  leaving 
in  such  sums  as  the  superintendent  may  deem  proper,  but  not  more 
than  $50  to  any  one  person.  I  direct  that  the  amount  above  direct- 
ed iHi  loaned  at  interest,  and  the  interest  and  principal  be  distributed 
as  above,  agreeably  to  the  best  judgment  of  the  superintendent^ 
8o  as  to  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  of  blind 
persons." 

The  following  rules,  regulating  the  institution,  after  laying  down 
in  preamble  that  the  institute  is  strictly  an  educational  estab- 
lishment, having  its  main  object  the  moral,  intellectnal  and  phys- 
ical training  of  thejonng  blind  of  the  State,  and  is  not  an  asylum 
Ibr  the  aged  and  helpless,  nor  an  hospital  wherein  the  diseases  of 
the  eye  may  be  treated,  proceed  as  follows: 

1.  The  school  year  commences  the  first  Wednesday  after  the  ' 
16th  day  of  September,  and  closes  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  Jnne, 
showing  a  session  of  40  weeks,  and  a  vacation  term  of  84  days. 

3.  Applicants  for  admission  must  be  from  9  to  21  years  of  age; 
but  the  trnstees  have  power  to  admit  blind  students  under  9  or 


230 


UlSffO&Y  OF  INDIANA. 


over  SI  yean  of  age;  but  fhiB  power  is  eiLtended  only  in  veiy 
extreme  eases. 

3w  Imbecile  or  unsoand  persons,  or  confirmed  immonlists, 
cannot  be  admitted  knowingly;  neither  can  admitted  pnpils  who 
prove  disobedient  or  incompetent  to  receive  instmction  be  retained 
un  the  roll. 

i.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  instmction  and  board  given  to 
papiU  from  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  even  those  without  the  State 
have  only  to  pay  $200  for  board  and  education  daring  the  40  weeks' 
session. 

5.  An  abundant  and  good  supply  of  comfortable  clothing  for 
both  summer  and  winter  wear,  is  an  indispensable  adjanct  of  the 

pn  pil. 

6.  Tiie  owuer's  name  must  be  distinctly  marked  on  each  article 
of  clothing. 

7.  In  cases  of  extreme  indigence  the  institution  may  provide 
clothing  and  defray  the  traveling  expenses  of  such  pupil  and  levy  tlie 
amount  so  expended  on  the  county  wherein  his  or  her  home  is 
situated. 

8.  The  pupil,  or  friends  of  the  pupil,  must  remove  him  or  her 
from  the  institnte  during  the  annual  vacation,  and  in  case  of  their 
fkilure  to  do  so^  a  legal  provision  enables  the  superintendent  to 
forward  such  pupil  to  the  trustee  of  the  tpwnship  where  he  or  she 
resides,  and  the  expense  of  such  transit  and  board  to  be  ehaiged  to 
the  county. 

0.  Friends  of  the  pupils  aoodmpanying  them  to  the  institution, 
or  visiting  them  thereat,  cannot  enter  as  boarders  or  lodgers. 

10.  Letters  to  the  pnpils  sliould  be  addressed  to  the  care  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Int^titutefor  the  £ducation  of  the  Blind,  so  as 
the  better  to  insure  delivery. 

11.  Persons  desirous  of  admission  of  pupils  sliould  apply  to  the 
superintendent  for  a  printed  copy  of  instructions,  and  no  pu}>il 
should  be  sent  thereto  until  the  instructions  have  been  complied 
with. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

In  1848  the  GK>vernor  was  also  instmctod  to  obtain  plans  and 
information  respecting  the  care  of  mutes,  and  the  Legislature  also 
levied  a  tax  to  provide  for  them.  The  first  one  to  agitatetlie  subject 
was  William  Willard,  himself  a  mute,  who  visited  Indiana  in  1813, 
and  opened  a  school  for  mutes  on  his  own  account,  with  16  pupils. 
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The  next  year  the  Legislature  adopted  this  aohool  as  a  State  insti' 
tntion,  appointing  a  Beard  of  TraBteea  for  its  management,  oonsist- 
ing  of  the  Qovenior  and  SeeielBiy  of  Slate,  ex-offieio^d  Bern  Henry 
Ward  Beeoher,  Phineaa  D.  Gurlej,  L.  H.  Jameson,  Dr.  Bnnlap, 
Hon.  James  Morrison  and  Rev.  Matthew  Simpson.  Tliey  rented  the 
large  building  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Illinois  and  Maryland 
streets,  and  opened  the  first  State  asylum  there  in  1844;  but  in  1846, 
a  site  tor  a  permanent  building  just  east  of  Indianapolis  was  selected, 
consisting  first  of  30  acres,  to  which  100  more  have  been  added. 
On  this  site  the  two  first  structures  were  commenced  in  1849,  and 
•completed  in  the  fall  of  1850,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  The  school 
was  immediately  transferred  to  the  new  building,  where  it  is  still 
flonrUdiing,  with  enlarged  linildings  and  ample  ftcilities  for  instme- 
tion  in  agrienlture.  In  1869-'70,  another  building,  was  erected, 
•and  the  three  together  now  constitnte  one  of  the  moat  benefi* 
iient  and  beantiftil  inatitotiona  to  be  ibond  on  this  oontinent,  at 
an  aggregate  cost  of  $220,000.  The  main  building  baa  a  ia^ade  of 
S60  feet  Here  are  the  offices,  study  rooms,  the  quarters  of  officers 
and  teachers,  the  pupils'  dormitories  and  tho  library.  Tlie  center 
of  this  building  has  a  frontage  of  eighty  feet,  and  is  five  stories  high, 
with  wings  on  either  side  60  feet  in  frontage.  In  this  Central 
structure  are  the  8t*ire  rooms,  dining-liall,  servants'  rooms,  hospital, 
laundry,  kitchen,  bakery  and  sevei-al  6clu>ol-n>onis.  Another  strnct- 
ure  known  as  the  *'  rear  building  "  contains  the  cliaj)el  and  another 
set  of  school-rooms.  It  is  two  stories  high,  the  center  being  50  feet 
square  and  the  wings  40  by  20  feet  In  addition  to  these  there  are 
many  detached  buildings,  containing  the  shops  of  the  indnstrtal 
department,  the  engine-house  and  wash-house. 

The  grounds  comprise  105  acres,  which  in  the  immediate  Wcinity 
-of  the  buildings  partake  of  the  character  of  ornamental  or  pleasure 
gardens,  comprising  a  space  devoted  to  fruits,  flowers  and  veget- 
ables, while  the  greater  part  is  devoted  to  pasture  and  agriculture. 

Tlie  first  instructor  in  the  institution  was  Win.  Willard,  a  deaf 
mute,  who  had  up  to  1844  conducted  a  small  school  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  deaf  at  Indianapolis,  and  now  is  employed  by  the  State, 
at  a  salary  of  $800  per  ainium,  to  follow  a  similar  vocation  in  its 
service.  In  1853  lie  was  succeeded  by  J.  S.  Brown,  and  subse- 
quently by  Thomas  Mclutire,  who  coutinaes  principal  of  the 
institution. 
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HOSPITAL  FOB  THE  IXSABX. 

The  Legislatare  of  1889>'3  adopted  measures  providing  for  a. 
State  hospital  for  the  insane.  This  good  work  would  have  been 
done  much  earlier  had  it  not  been  for  the  hard  times  of  1887,. 
intensified  by  the  results  of  the  gigantic  scheme  of  internal  improve- 
ment. In  order  to  survey  the  situation  and  awaken  public  sympa- 
thy, the  county  assessors  were  ordered  to  make  a  return  of  the 
insane  in  their  respective  counties.  During  tlie  year  1842  the 
Governor,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature,  procured 
considerable  information  in  regard  to  hospitals  for  the  insane  in 
other  States;  and  Dr.  John  Evans  lectured  before  the  Legislature 
on  the  anhjeot  of  ineanitj  and  its  treatment  As  a  resnlt  of  thesfr 
efforts  the  authorities  determined  to  take  aetiTe  steps  fi>r  the  estab* 
lishment  of  such  a  hospitaL  Plans  and  snggestions  from  the 
sDperintendents  and  hospitals  of  other  States  were  snbmitted  to  the 
Legislature  in  1844,  which  body  ordered  the  levy  of  a  tax  of  one 
cent  on  the  $100  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  hospital.  In. 
1845  aeommissfon  was  appointed  to  obtain  a  site  not  exceeding- 
200  acree.  Mount  Jackson,  then  the  residence  of  Nathaniel  Bolton^ 
was  selected,  and  the  Legislature  in  184^)  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  bnil(Hn<^.  Accordingly,  in 
1847,  the  central  building  was  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  It 
has  since  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  wings,  some  of  which 
are  larger  than  the  old  central  building,  until  it  has  become  an 
immense  stenetnre,  having  oost  over  half  a  million  dollars. 

The  wings  of  the  main  hailding  are  four  stories  high,  and  entirely 
devoted  to  wards  for  patients,  being  capable  of  aooommodating 
500. 

The  grounds  of  the  institution  comprise  160  aerss«  and,  like 
those  of  the  institute  ibr  the  deaf  and  dumb,  are  beantifblly  laid 

out. 

This  hospital  was  opened  tor  the  reception  of  patients  in  1848. 
The  principal  structure  comprises  what  is  known  as  the  central 
building  and  the  right  and  left  wings,  and  like  the  institute  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  erected  at  various  times  and  probably  under  varioua 
adverse  circumstances,  it  certainly  does  not  hold  the  appearance  of 
any  one  design,  but  seems  to  be  a  coml  iuation  of  many.  Not- 
withstanding these  little  defects  in  arrangement,  it  presents  a  very 
imposiug  appearance,  and  shows  what  may  be  termed  a  firontage 
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of  6S4  feet  The  oentral  building  is  five  stories  in  height  and  oon* 
tainitheetore-nMmiSy  offices,  reception  parlors*  medical  dispensing 
Tooms,  mess-rooms  and  the  apartments  of  the  superintendent  and 
other  officers,  with  those  of  the  female  employes.  Immediatelj 
in  the  rear  of  the  central  building,  and  connected  witli  it  by  a 
corridor,  is  the  chapel,  a  building  50  by  60  feet.  This  chapel 
occnpies  the  third  floor,  while  the  under  stories  hold  the  kitchen, 
bakery,  employes'  dining-room,  steward's  office,  employes'  apart- 
ments and  sewing  rooms.  In  rear  of  this  again  is  the  engine- 
house,  CO  by  oO  feet,  containing  all  the  paraphernalia  for  such  an 
«8tablisbmoDt,  such  as  boilers,  pumping  works,  fire  plugs,  hose, 
aodabore^  on  the  leoond  floor,  the  laundi^  and  apartments  of  male- 
employes. 

THE  STATE  PRISON  SOUTH. 

The  first  penal  institution  of  importance  is  known  as  the  "State 
Prison  South,"  located  at  Jefferson vi lie,  and  was  the  only  prison 
until  1859.  It  was  established  in  1821.  Before  that  time  it  was 
customary  to  resort  to  the  old-time  punishment  of  the  whipping- 
post. Later  the  manual  labor  system  was  inauirurated,  and  the 
convicts  were  hired  out  to  enij)loyers,  among  whom  were  Cajit. 
Westover,  afterward  killed  at  Alamo,  Texas,  with  Crockett,  James 
Keigwin,  who  in  an  affray  was  fired  at  and  severely  wounded  by  a 
conriet  named  Williams,  Messrs.  Patterson  Henslcy,  and  Jos. 
R.  Phitt  Dnring  the  mle  of  the  latter  of  these  lessees,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  anthoritiea  was  turned  to  a  more  practical  Method  of 
utilising  oonyict  labor;  and  instead  of  the  prisoners  being  per- 
mitted to  serve  private  entries,  their  work  was  tnmed  in  the  direo- 
tion  of  their  own  prison,  where  for  the  next  few  years  thej  were 
omployed  in  erecting  the  new  buildings  now  known  as  the  "  State 
Prison  Sonth."  This  structure,  the  result  of  prison  labor,  stands 
on  16  acres  of  ground,  and  comprises  the  <^11  honses  and  work- 
shops,  together  with  the  prisoners'  garden,  or  pleasure-ground. 

Tt  seems  that  ia  the  erection  of  these  buildings  the  aim  of  the 
overseers  was  to  create  so  many  petty  dungeons  and  unventilated 
laboratories,  into  whicli  disease  in  every  form  would  he  apt  to 
creep.  This  fact  was  evident  from  the  high  mortality  character-  , 
izing  life  within  the  prison;  and  in  the  efforts  made  by  the 
<Tovernment  to  remedy  a  state  of  thini^'s  which  had  been  permitted 
to  exist  far  too  long,  the  advance  in  prison  reform  has  become  a 
reality.    From  1657  to  1871  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  was  devoted 
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to  the  maDufacture  of  wagons  and  lann  iinj)lement8^  and  again  the 
old  policy  of  hiring  the  convicts  was  rej^orted  to;  for  in  the  latter 
year,  1871,  the  Southwestern  Car  Company  was  organized,  and 
every  priaoner  capable  of  taking  a  part  in  the  work  of  car-building^ 
WBn  leased  oat  This  did  very  well  until  the  panic  of  1873,  whea 
the  eompanj  saffered  irretrievable  Iobbob;  and  previons  to  ita  final 
down-fall  in  1876  the  warden  withdrew  eonviet  hibor  a  aeoand  time,, 
leaving  the  prisonerB  to  enjoy  a  loxnrionB  idleneas  around  ihe- 
prieon  which  themselves  helped  to  raise. 

In  later  years  the  State  Prison  Sonth  has  ipuned  some  notoriety^ 
from  the  desperate  charaster  of  some  of  its  inmates.  Daring  th» 
civil  war  a  couvict  named  Harding  mntilated  in  a  most  horrible^ 
manner  and  altimately  killed  one  of  the  jailors  named  Teeley.  la 
1874|  two  prisoners  named  Kennedy  and  Appl^t^  possessing 
themselves  of  some  arms,  and  joined  by  two  other  convicts  named 
Port  and  Stanley,  made  a  break  for  freedom,  swept  past  the  guard* 
Chamberlain,  and  gained  the  fields.  Chamberlain  went  in  pursuit 
but  had  not  gone  very  far  when  Kennedy  turned  on  his  pursuer* 
fired  and  killed  him  instantly.  Subsequently  three  of  the  priaonera 
were  captured  alive  and  one  of  theui  paid  the  penalty  of  death,^ 
while  Kennedy,  the  murderer  of  Ohamberfadn,  failing  committal  for 
mnrder,  was  sent  back  to  his  old  cell  to  spend  the  remainder  of  hia 
life.  Bill  Bodifer,  better  known  as  **  The  Hoosier  Jack  Sheppard,*'' 
effected  his  escape  in  1876,  in  the  very  presence  of  a  large  guards 
but  was  recaptared  and  has  since  been  kept  in  irons. 

This  establishment,  owing  to  former  mismanagement,  Las  falleix 
vary  mnch  behind,  financially,  and  has  asked  for  and  received  an. 
appropriation  of  $20,000  to  meet  its  expenses^  while  the  contrarjT 
is  the  case  at  the  Michigan  City  prison. 

TUB  BTATB  FKUOII  HOKEB. 

In  1S59  the  first  steps  toward  the  erection  of  a  prison  in  thes 
northern  part  of  the  State  were  taken,  and  by  an  act  of  the  Iiegis^ 
latnre  approved  March  5,  this  year,  autiiority  was  givm  to  oonstmot 
prison  buildings  at  some  point  norih  oi  the  Kational  road.  For  this, 
purpose  $60,000  were  appropriated,  and  a  large  Bomber  of  convicta 
from  the  JeffBrsonville  prison  were  transported  northward  ta 
Michigan  Oity,  which  was  jast  selected  as  the  location  for  the  new 
penitentiary.  The  work  was  soon  entered  upon,  and  eontinaed  to 
meet  with  additions  and  improvements  down  to  a  very  recent 
period.    So  late  as  1875  the  I^egislature  appropriated  $20,000> 
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toward  the  construction  of  new  cells,  and  in  other  directions  also 
the  work  of  improvement  hae  teen  going  on.  The  system  of 
governmeDt  aud  discipline  is  similar  to  that  enforced  at  the  Jeifer- 
aonviUe  prison;  and,  strange  to  saj,  by  its  economical  working  has 
not  only  met  the  ezpenses  of  the  administimtioo,  bnt  very  raeently 
had  Mmmtirwl  over  $11,000  in  ezeew  of  ernrent  expenaesy  fiom  ita 
annoal  aavinga.  This  ia  dvB  almost  entirely  to  the  oontinnal 
employment  of  the  eonvieta  in  the  manniiietnre  of  cigars  and 
chairs,  and  in  their  great  prison  indastry,  cooperage.  It  differa 
widely  from  the  Sonthem,  insomuch  as  its  sanitary  condition  has 
been  above  the  average  of  similar  institutions.  The  strietneaa  of  its 
silent  system  if?  better  enforced.  Tl)e  petty  revolntions  of  its 
inmates  have  been  very  few  and  insignificant,  and  the  number  of 
punishments  inflicted  comparatively  small.  From  whatever  point 
this  northern  prison  may  be  looked  at,  it  will  bear  a  very  favorable 
comparison  with  the  largest  and  best  administered  of  like  establish- 
ments throughout  the  world,  and  cannot  fail  to  bring  high  credit  to 
its  Board  of  Directors  and  its  able  warden. 

FXMALS  FBISON  AND  REFOBMATOAY. 

The  prison  reform  agitation  which  in  thia  State  attnined  telling 
proportiona  in  1809,  oansed  a  Legislative  meaanre  to  be  brought 
fbrward,  which  wonld  have  a  tendeni^to  ameliorate  the  oondition 
of  female  convicts.  Gov.  Baker  recommended  it  to  the  Qeneral 
Assembly,  and  the  members  of  that  body  showed  their  appreciation 
of  the  Governor's  philanthropic  desire  by  oonferring  upon  the  bill 
the  authority  of  a  statute;  and  further,  appropriated  $50,000  to  aid 
in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  act.  The  main  provisions  con- 
taiiu'd  in  the  bill  may  he  set  forth  in  the  following  extracts  from 
the  proclamation  of  the  Ciovernor: 

"  Whenever  said  institution  shall  have  been  proclaimed  to  be 
open  for  the  reception  of  girls  in  the  reformatory  department 
thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  Board  of  Managers  to  receive 
them  into  their  eare  and  management,  and  the  said  r^ormatory 
department,  girla  nnder  the  age  of  15  yeara  who  may  be  committed 
to  their  enatody,  in  either  of  the  following  modea,  to-wit: 

"1.  When  committed  by  any  judge  of  a  Oiieoit  or  Oommon 
Pleaa  Court,  either  in  term  time  or  in  vacation,  on  complaint  and 
due  proof  by  the  parent  or  guardian  that  by  reason  of  her  incorrig- 
ible or  vicious  conduct  she  has  rendered  her  control  beyond  the 
power  of  such  parent  or  guardian,  and  made  it  manifestly  requisite 
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that  from  regard  to  the  future  welfare  of  such  infant,  and  for  the 
protection  of  society,  she  should  he  placed  under  snch  gnardianship. 

"2.  When  such  infant  has  been  committed  bv  such  indire,  as 
aforesaid,  upon  complaint  by  any  citizen,  and  due  proof  of  such 
complaint  that  such  infant  is  a  proper  subject  of  the  guardianship 
of  such  institution  in  cou8e(^uence  of  her  vagrancy  or  incorrigible 
or  ndoos  oondnot,  and  that  from  the  moral  depravity  or  other- 
wise of  her  parent  or  gaardian  in  whose  cnstod  j  she  may  be, 
ench  parent  or  guardian  is  incapable  or  nnwilling  to  exercise  the 
proper  care  or  discipline  over  snch  incorrigible  or  vieioos  infknt 

When  such  infant  has  been  committed  bj  snch  jadge  as 
aforesaid,  on  complaint  and  due  proof  thereof  bj  the  township 
trustee  of  the  township  where  snch  infant  resides,  that  such  infant 
is  destitute  of  a  eaitable  home  and  of  adequate  means  of  obtaining 
an  honest  living,  or  that  she  is  in  danger  of  being  brought  up  to 
lead  an  idle  and  immoral  life." 

In  addition  to  these  articles  of  the  bill,  a  formal  section  of 
instruction  to  the  wardens  of  State  prisons  was  eiiil)0(liod  in  the 
act,  causing  such  wardens  to  report  the  number  of  all  the  female 
convicts  under  their  charge  and  prepare  to  hare  them  transferred 
to  the  female  reformatory  immediatelj  after  it  was  declared  to  be 
ready  for  their  reception.  After  the  passage  of  the  act  the 
Governor  appointed  a  Board  of  Managers,  and  these  gentlemen, 
socnring  the  servioes  of  Isaac  Hodgson,  caused  him  to  draft  a  plan 
of  the  proposed  institation,  and  further,  on  his  recommendation, 
asked  the  people  for  an  a]>])ropriation  of  another  $50,000,  which 
the  Legislature  granted  in  February,  1873.  The  work  of  constrnc- 
tion  was  then  entered  upon  and  carried  out  so  steadily,  that  on  the 
(>th  of  September,  1873,  the  building  was  declared  ready  for  the 
reception  of  its  future  inmates.  Gov.  Baker  lost  no  time  in 
proclaiming  this  fact,  and  October  4  he  caused  the  wardens  of  the 
State  p'-igons  to  be  instructed  to  transfer  all  the  female  convicts  in 
their  custody  to  the  new  institution  which  may  bo  said  to  rest  on 
the  Advanced  intelligenoe  of  the  age.  It  is  now  called  the 
^  Indiana  Reformatory  Institution  for  Women  and  Girls.'*  ' 

This  building  is  located  immediately  north  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  asylum,  near  the  arsenal,  at  Indianapolis.  It  is  a  three- 
story  briek  structure  in  the  French  style,  and  shows  a  frontage  of 
174  fbet,  comprising  a  main  building,  with  lateral  and  transverse 
wings.  In  front  of  the  central  portion  is  the  residence  of  the 
superintendent  and  his  associate  reformatory  officers,  while  in  the 
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rear  is  the  engine  house,  with  all  the  ways  and  nioruii^  for  heating 
the  buildings.  Enlargements,  additions  and  improvements  are 
still  in  progress.  There  is  also  a  school  and  library  in  the  main 
building,  which  are  sources  of  vast  good. 

October  31, 1879,  there  were  66  convicts  in  the  "  penal "  depart- 
ment aod  14t  in  the  girls*  reformatory  "  department  The 
"  tieket-of-leaTe  ayatem  iiaa  been  adopted,  with  entire  aatisftetion, 
and  the  oondnct  of  the  institution  iq[>pears  to  be  np  with  the 
times. 

VSDUMX  H0U8B  OF  BBWOB. 

In  1807  the  Legislature  appropriated  $50,000  to  aid  in  the 
formation  ol  an  institution  to  Ijc  entitled  a  house  for  tiie  correction 
and  reformation  of  juvenile  defenders,  and  vested  with  fall  powers 
in  a  Board  of  Control,  the  members  of  which  were  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
This  Board  assembled  at  the  Qovemor's  honse  at  Indianapolis, 
April  8,  1867,  and  elected  Oharles  F.  Coffin,  as  president,  and 
visited  Chicago,  so  that  a  visit  to  the  reform  school  there  might 
lead  to  a  fuller  knowledge  and  gnide  their  future  proceedings. 
The  House  of  Refuge  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  Ohio  State  Reform 
school  were  also  visited  with  this  design;  and  after  full  consider* 
ation  of  the  varied  governnu'nts  of  these  institutions,  the  Board 
resolved  to  adopt  the  inotliod  known  as  the  family  "  system, 
which  divides  the  inmates  into  fraternal  bodies,  or  small  classes, 
each  class  having  a  separate  house,  honse  father  and  family  offices, 
— all  under  the  control  of  a  general  superintendent.  The  system 
being  adopted,  the  question  of  a  suitable  location  next  presented 
itself,  and  proximity  to  a  large  city  being  .considered  rather 
detrimental  to  the  welfaro  of  such  an  institution,  Gov.  Baker 
seleeted  the  site  tiuee-fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  Flainfield,  and 
about  fourteen  miles  from  Indianapolis,  which,  in  view  of  its 
eligibility  and  convenience^  was  fully  concurred  in  by  the  Board 
of  Control.  Therefore,  a  farm  of  225  acres,  claiming  a  fertile  soil 
and  a  most  picturesque  situation,  and  possessing  streams  of  running 
water,  \vas  purchased,  and  on  a  plateau  in  its  center  a  site  for  the 
proposed  house  of  refuge  was  tixed. 

The  next  movement  was  to  decide  ujkju  a  plan,  which  ultimately 
met  the  approval  of  the  Governor.  It  favored  the  erection  of  one 
principal  building,  one  house  for  a  reading-room  and  hospital,  two 
large  mechanical  shops  and  eight  family  houses.   January  1,  1868, 
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three  fiumlj  hoaeet  «nd  woric-aihop  mre  completed;  in  1869  the 
main  building,  and  one  additional  &milj  honse  were  added;  but 
previous  to  thie,  in  Angnet,  1867}  a  Mr.  Frank  P*  Ainaworth  and 
ilia  wife  were  appointed  by  the  Board,  superintendent  and  matron 
re8peetiyely,and  temporary  qnarters  placed  at  thdr  disposaL  In 
1869  they  of  ooarse  removed  to  the  new  bnilding.  This  is  64  by 
128  feet,  and  three  stories  high.  In  its  basement  are  kitchen, 
lanndiy  and  vegetable  cellar.  The  first  iloor  is  devoted  to  offices, 
visitors'  room,  house  father  and  family  dining-room  and  store- 
rooms. The  general  superintendent's  private  apartments,  private 
offices  and  five  dormitories  for  officers  occnpy  the  second  floor; 
while  the  third  floor  is  given  to  the  assistant  superintendent's 
apartment,  library,  chapel  and  liuspital. 

The  family  houses  are  similar  in  style,  forming  rectangular  build- 
ings 36  by  58  feet.  The  basement  of  each  contains  a  furnace 
room,  a  8tore-rctnm  and  a  large  wash-roum,  which  is  converted  into 
a  play-room  during  inclement  weather.  On  the  first  floor  of  each 
of  tliese  buildings  are  two  rooms  for  the  house  father  and  his 
family,  and  a  school-room,  whiish  is  also  oonvertible  into  a  sittiu^^ 
room  for  the  boys.  On  the  third  floor  is  a  £unily  durmitory,  a 
olothes^room  and  a  room  for  the  elder  brother,"  who  ranks  next 
to  the  house  fiither.  And  since  the  reception  of  the  first  boy,  from 
Hendricks  county,  Jaduaiy  S8,  1868,  the  house  plan  has  proved 
equally  convenient,  even  as  the  management  has  proved  efficient 

Other  buildings  have  since  been  erected. 
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History  of  Miami  County. 


CHAPTER  I.* 

Geolo<jv  —Genkkal  Fkatures — Soil  aud  Boundary — Lime — 
Th£  Pillared  Rocks. 

MIAMI  COUNTY  is  situated  in  the  Upper  Silurian  forma- 
tion. The  weatherings  of  ffllico-calcareous  rot  k  (Ormag- 
nesian  limestone,  as  it  may  also  be  termed),  have  ininglcd  with  the 
Drift,  which  has  reached  this  latitude,  to  form  the  soils  of  the 
county.  They  are  also  often  charged  with  iron  which  has  tillered, 
while  held  in  solution  by  water,  into  many  of  the  rock  cavities,  and 
been  deposited  there  until  again  mingled  with  the  soiL  Itiis  union 
has  given  rise  to  a  soil  of  varied  character,  but  usually  of  sufficient 
fertility  to  produce  good  crops. 

This  county  is  traversed  from  east  to  west  by  the  Wabash  and 
Eel  Rivers,  and  the  Mississinewa  passes  across  the  south-eastern 
part.  Ai  a  consequence  a  considerable  part  of  the  county  is  allu- 
vial, fertile  and  productive  as  such  soils  usually  are. 

Tlie  highest  seam  e.vposed  is  a  limestone  equivalent  to  the  rocky 
band  at  Delphi,  in  Carroll  county.  A  light  brown  colored  magnesiaii 
limestone,  which,  from  false  bedding,  is  often  seen  with  strata  dip- 
ping at  every  angle  almost  to  a  perpendicular.  In  fact  this  appar- 
ently disturbed  condition  is  often  referred  to  oscillations  in  the 
earth's  crust  instead  of  the  true  solution.  Tliis  bed  was  formerly 
burned  for  lime  at  Duke's  quarry,  adjoining  Peru,  but  the  kiln  is 
not  now  in  use.  It  is  crowded  witli  skeletonized  fossils,  yet  still 
retaining  a  sutficient  modicum  of  animal  matter  to  prevent  the  lime 
from  so  fully  slackening  in  the  short  time  usually  allowed  for  that 
purpose  by  workmen.  Hence,  this  lime  is  not  suited  for  plasterers* 
use,  unless  the  mortar  is  permitted  to  remain  in  damp  vats  several 
months  before  being  spread  upon  the  walls  of  houses.  This  is  too 
slow  a  process  for  our  fast  at^^e.  Yet  the  Roman  architect  who 
built  for  ages,  would  only  use  mortar  which  had  been  prepared  a 
year  or  more  before  it  would  be  needed  by  the  artificer.  The  fos- 
nls  contained  were  Crinoid  stems,  pla^  and  heads,  Peniamerus 

^Adaptfd  for  this  volume  fmiu  tlic  8taU*  CieoluiricHl  l(^iH>rt  fur  1872,  autl  from  Uie  "Oeological 
BMonmUiuwotliidiuM,''  IvBtobudOmmuiKl. 
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Knightii  and  OccidetUalis  {^f^^  Platyccras,  Buniastis^  Barriensis, 
Caiymene  Blumeuhichii  vtsx.  A iagarcns^is  and  corals. 

Beds  of  this  stone  are  generally  local  and  of  no  i;reai  cxu  nt, 
but  an  outcrop,  somewhat  purer  and  ten  or  more  feet  in  thickness, 
was  formerly  worked  a  mile  to  the  north  on  the  farm  of  £.  H. 
Shirk,  and  appearances  indicated  that  this  stone  could  be  found  in 
all  the  interveninrr  area.  Similar  beds  of  stone  are  well  develdpt  d 
at  John  Trippier's,  two  miles  east  of  l\'ru  and  south  of  the  Wabash 
river;  and  at  Waliick  s  mill,  on  the  Peru  6l  indiiuiapolis  Railroad,  con- 
taininfir  the  fossiOs  mentioned  as  occurring  at  Dukes*  quarry, 
with  ravosites  and  CyathophyUoid  corals,  Halysites  catetmleUa  and 
Bryoxoa*  At  both  of  these  localities  lime  is  burned  for  i  xportation 
as  well  as  local  use.  It  is  similar,  if  not  equal,  to  Delphi  lime, 
slakes  perfectlv,  works  "cool"  bears  transportation  well,  makes  a 
strong  and  almost  hydraulic  cement,  and  deserves  a  more  extended 
market 

Below  these  beds  of  Ume  rock  is  found  stone  which  I  have 
called  ''silico  magnesia  limestone,"  adopting  the  name  applied  to  it 
by  R.  Owen.  A  surface  opening  has  been  made  at  Dukes'  quarry, 
in  the  northern  part  of  Peru,  and  it  is  believed  that  although  a  lirst 
rate  stone  has  not  been  produced  yet  because  exposed  to  the  action 
of  drought  and  winters  for  many  thousand  years,  but  when  mining 
operations  shall  have  been  extended  to  parts  not  exposed  to  atmo- 
spheric influences,  the  product  w  ill  prove  much  more  satisfactory. 

Lower  beds  of  stone  are  found  along  the  river.  This  is  ' 
worked  at  L\  de's  quarry,  two  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Peru,  in 
the  low  bank  and  bottom  of  the  river.  It  is  distincdy  laminated,  or 
divided  by  partings  containing  pyrites  and  argillaceous  matter. 
Protected  from  the  weather,  this  will  serve  for  foundations;  but  on 
exposure  the  argo-pyrite  decomposes,  and  breaks  the  rock  into 
small  shelly  fragments.  The  stone  quarried  at  Tracy's  for  founda- 
tions, although  less  argillaceous,  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to 
extreme  chan^  of  temperature  and  moisture.  Near  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississmewa  are  extensive  beds  of  rock  suitable  for  Imild- 
ing,  showing  an  outcrop  of  more  than  one  mile.  On  the  right  bank 
is  the  brick  residence  and  well-appointed  farm  of  Godfrov,  chief 

iand  son  of  the  distinguished  leader)  of  the  Miami  Nation  o£ 
ndians.  Across  the  valley  is  the  Osage  village,  once  the  residence 
of  Chief  Pecan,  who  was  distinguished  as  statesman  and  warrior, 
and  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred  years,  universally 
respected.  Many  Miami  Indians  still  live  in  this  county,  descend- 
ants from  the  princely  line  of  chieftains  who  bravely  led  this  once 
powerful  Nation  in  its  ineffectual  struggle  for  supremacy. 

Ascending  the  Mississmewa  to  a  point  three  miles  east  of  Peru 
we  find  the  **Pillared  Rocks,"  full  of  geological  as  well  as  roman^ 
tic  interest.   Here  the  river  flows  direcSly  to  Uie  north  and 
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infringes  against  a  solid  wall  pf  cherty  silico  magnesia  limestone, 
and  divert^  from  its  course  flows  thence  to  the  westward.  The 
action  of  the  rushing  river  and  the  unequal  disintegration  of  the 
rocks  has  carved  the  precipitous  wall,  whiili  diverts  the  river's 
course,  into  a  sy  stem  of  pillars,  rounded  buttresses,  alcoves,  cham- 
bers and  overhanging  sides,  ever  beautiful  and  interesting.  The 
whole  is  covered  widi  evergreen  cedars.  It  is  a  picnic  ground 
widely  known  and  justly  celebrated.  In  the  overla^n^  gray  limestone 
an  OrtAaceras,  two  feet  long,  and  an  obscure  Cnnoid  head,  not  less 
than  six  inches  in  diameter,  were  seen.  The  main  wall  of  stone  is 
straw  color,  the  natural  tints  of  which  contrasted  well  with  the 
autumnal  foliage,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  of  scarlet,  gold  and  crimson. 

Still  ascending  this  stream  we  find  a  wall-like  precipice  bound- 
ing this  river  on  the  north  side.  On  the  farm  of  H.  H.  Hahn,  the 
following  section  was  taken: 

SECTION  ON  MISSISSINBWA,  AT  HAHN^B  FARM. 

Soil,  <iandy   4  ft  0  III. 

Whiff  irla-H-s  jind  LTit atone   10  n.  o  in. 

Porous  lime  rock   8  to  18  ft.  0  in. 

Cherty  Imniniited  agUUMSMns  limMtoue  to  rirer. .  86  ft  0  In. 

67  ft  0  in. 

The  porous  limestone  of  this  section  is  not  easily  broken. 
Blocks  of  a  large  size  may  be  obtained,  and  the  unexplored  beds,  if 
found  sufficiently  compact;  will  prove  valuable  for  quarry  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  "burning."  This  deposit  shows  much  false,  bedding, 
and  dips  to  the  south  at  an  angle  of  twenty  degrees. 

At  Thomas'  quarry,  in  the  pool  of  Peoria  mill  dam,  tine  square 
blocks  of  stone  are  quarried  at  the  water^s  edge,  below  the  cherty 
divinon  of  the  siHco  magnesia  divinon.  This  is  the  best  stone  seen 
in  the  county,  but  being  at  or  below  the  ordinary  water  line,  it  will 
be  difficult,  if  not  impracticable  to  prove  its  value. 

Still  higher  on  the  Mississinewa.  near  Brouillette's,  a  quarry 
was  opened,  and  stone  obtained  for  pilaster  coping  for  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Peru.  The  modest,  neutral  tint  of  this  stone  contrasts 
well  with  the  ruddy  brick  wall,  and  promises  to  weather  well. 
This  bed  will  justify  its  development,  as  it  is  very  similar  to  the 
Delphos  stone  brought  from  Ohio. 
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CHAPTER  IL* 

Indian  History — ^Early  Tribes — ^Thb  Miamis — ^Treaties — 
The  Pottawatomies — ^Indian  Villaoes^Miami  Chiefs — 
Killing  of  Shoo-cot-wah — ^Frances  Slocum — ^Battle  of 

THE  MiSSISSINEWA. 

OF  the  tribes  that  inhabited  the  country  East  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  Miami  was  the  most  powerful.  And  as  early  as  the 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  centmy,  exercised  general  control  over 
the  greater  part  of  the  territoiy  embraced  in  the  present  State  of 
Indiana.  Subsequently  encroachments  upon  the  laiK&  daimed  by  the 
Miamis  began  to  be  made  by  other  tribes  of  same  &mily  ( Algonquin) 
among  whom  were  the  Pottawatomie,  Shavvanee,  Delaware  and 
Kickapoo  tribes.  But  the  History  of  Miami  County  has  to  do  prin- 
cipally with  the  Miami  and  Pottawatomie  tribes,  the  former  occu- 
pants of  the  territory  South  of  the  Wabash  and  the  latter  of  the 
territory  North  of  that  river. 

The  first  general  treaty,  perhaps,  in  which  the  several  tribes 
of  the  Algonquin  family  in  the  original  Northwestern  Territory  - 
embracing  those  named  above  -were  participants,  was  that  at 
Green\  ille,  in  the  Territory  of  tlie  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio  River,  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1795.  It  was  there  that  the 
various  tribal  interests  were  fully  discussed,  and  the  separate  ri^ts 
of  each  considered  with  reference  t6  their  past  and  futm  relations 
with  the  white  people.  Fifteen  tribes  and  branches  were  represen- 
ted in  that  council,  the  deliberations  of  which  commenced  on  the 
i6th  day  of  June  and  terminated  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1795, 
with  the  unanimous  acceptance,  by  the  several  representatives  pres- 
ent, of  the  several  provisions  of  that  important  treaty  in  which  they 
were  respectively  interested.  It  was  during  the  continuance  of  this 
council  that  Little  Turtle,  a  representative  chief  of  the  Miamis,  de- 
fined the  traditionary  boundaries  of  their  territory.  Addressing 
Gen.  Wayne,  he  said: 

**I  hope  you  will  pay  attention  to  \\  hat  1  now  say  to  you.  I 
wish  to  inform  you  where  yoiu*  younger  brothers,  the  Miamis,  live, 
and  also  the  Pottawatomies  of  St.  Joseph,  together  with  the  Wa- 
bash Indians.  You  have  pointed  out  in  us  the  boundary  line 
between  the  Indians  and  the  I'nited  St.iU  s,  hut  T  now  take  the  lib- 
erty to  inform  you  that  the  line  cuts  off  from  the  Indians  a  large 
portion  of  country  which  has  been  enjoyed  by  my  fore-fathers,  time 

*  A  Conmderebl«  portfan  of  tin*  Chwtw  is  tikm  toim  ft  ilutdi  of  th»  Miaa^ 

tqr  Hon.  John  A.  Oiwaai. 
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immemurial,  without  moleistuiion  or  dispute.  The  prints  of  my 
ancestor's  houses  are  everywhere  jto  be  seen  in  diiB  portion.  , . ,  It 
18  well  known  by  all  my  brothers  present,  that  my  forefathers 

kindled  the  tirst  fire  at  Drtroit;  from  thence  he  extended  his  lines 
to  the  )iead  waters  of  the  Scioto:  from  thence,  to  its  mouth;  from 
thence  down  the  Oiiio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash;  and  from 
thence,  to  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan.'* 

One  of  the  provisions  of  this  treaty,  which  materiallv  affected 
the  interests  of  this  locality,  was  that  which  allowed  **to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  free  passage  bv  land  and  water,  as  one  and 
the  other  shall  be  found  convenient,  throujj^h  their  country  .  .  .  from 
Fort  Wayne,  along  the  portage  aforesaid,  which  leads  to  the 
Wabash,  and  thence  down  the  Wabash  to  the  Ohio."  Allowing, 
also,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  free  use  of  the  harbore 
and  mouths  of  rivers  along  the  lakes  adjoining  Indian  lands,  for 
sheltering  vessels  and  boats,  and  liberty  to  land  their  cargoes  when 
necessar}'  for  thi  ir  safety. 

The  Miamis  were  a  branch  of  the  Algonquin  family — which 
primitively  occupied  the  region  surrounding  the  great  lakes.  The 
Miamis,  according  to  Schoolcraft,  occupied  a  high  position  among 
the  tribes  of  North  America.  They  were  leading  and  influential, 
and  were  superior  to  many  in  point  of  intelligence  and  moral  char- 
acteristics. They  were  strict  observers  of  treaty  stipulations,  and 
were  not  easily  infiuenced  by  neighboring  tribes  to  commit  deeds 
of  desperation  or  take  up  arms  without  what  they  believed  to  be  a 
just  cause.  When  once  aroused  they  fought  with  the  skill  of 
trained  warriors,  and  under  Little  Turtle,  in  some  respects  the  great- 
est warrior  of  his  race,  won  on  many  a  battle-field. 

The  great  treaty  entered  into  by  the  Miamis  and  the  commis- 
Aoners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of 
which  the  first  important  cession  of  territory  in  this  part  of  Indiana 
was  made,  was  concluded  on  the  6th  of  October,  l8l^  at  St.  Mary*s, 
Ohio.  The  boundaries  of  the  territory  embraced  in  this  cession 
were  substantially  the  following:  "Commencing  near  the  town  of 
LaGro,  on  the  Wabash,  where  the  Salamonie  unites  with  the 
Wabash  River;  running  thence  through  Wabash  and  Grant  Count- 
ies into  Madis  )Ti  County,  its  southeast  comer  was  about  four  miles 
southeast  of  Independence,  at  tlic  center  of  section  17:  thence  run- 
ning south  of  west,  with  the  general  course  of  the  Wabash  River 
across  Tipton  County,  dose  to  the'  town  of  Tipton,  just  north 
thereof,  to  where  it  intersects  a  line  running  north  and  south  from 
Loganaport,  which  is  the  western  boundary  of  Howard  County, 
one  mile  west  of  Range  line  No.  i,  east;  thence  iiortl\  to  Logan- 
sport:  thence  up  the  Wabash  to  the  mouth  of  the  Salomonie,  the 
place  of  be^inniniT.  Thtire  was  CDiilained  within  tliese  boundaries 
^30,000  acres.    The  greater  part  of  this  reservation  remained  in 
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tfie  hands  of  the  Indians  until  November,  1840,  when  it  was  retio' 
quisht'd,  bcin<(  the  last  of  their  claims  in  Indiana. 

By  the  treaty  of  October  23,  1826,  held  at  Paradise  Spring's, 
known  as  the  old  ''Treaty  (Grounds,"  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 
Miamis,  in  council  with  Lewis  Cass,  James  B.  Ray  and  John  Tip- 
ton, Commissioners  representing  the  United  States,  ceded  to  die 
latter  power  "all  their  claim  to  lands  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  north 
and  west  of  the  Wabash  and  Miami  Rivers,  and  of  the  cession  made 
by  the  said  tribe  to  the  United  States,  by  the  treatv  concluded  at 
St.  Mary's,  October  6,  1818."  By  further  provision  of  the  same 
treaty,  the  state  o£  Indiana  was  authorized  to  lay  out  a  canal  or  road 
through  any  of  the  reservations,  and  for  the  use  of  a  Canal,  six 
chains  along  the  same  were  appropriated. 

In  payment  for  this,  they  received  $3i,04a53  in  goods,  $31,* 
040.53  in  rash.  The  following  year,  1827,  thev  received  $61,259.- 
47  in  addition;  of  which $35,000  was  annuities,  and  in  1828,  $30,000. 
After  that  date,  they  were  to  receive  a  permanent  annuity  of  $25- 
000, 

Again,  in  1834,  the  Government  purchased  of  them  177,000 
acres,  including  the  strip  seven  miles  wide,  oflF  the  west  side  of  the 

reserve,  in  what  is  now  Cass,  Howard  and  Clinton  Counties,  which 
was  transferred  to  the  state  of  Indiana,  to  be  used  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tippeca- 
noe River.  A  strip  five  miles  wide,  along  the  Wabash,  had  been 
previously  appropriated  to  the  construction  of  the  canal  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe.  The  consideration  paid  for  this  was- 
$335,680. 

By  treaty  of  November  6,  1838,  they  made  a  further  cession 
to  the  United  States  of  certain  lands  reserved  by  former  treaties. 
Finally,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1840,  they  relinquished  their 
right  to  all  the  remaining  lands  in  Indiana,  except  certain  specific 
reservations,  for  which  tliey  received  the  sum  of  $550,000  and 
agreed  to  vacate  these  lands  within  five  years.  They  did  not  move, 
however,  until  1847. 

Pottawatomics — This  tribe  is  also  of  the  Algonquin  family, 
being  a  branch  of  the  great  Chippewa,  or,  as  some  write,  Ojibway, 
nation,  which,  at  the  time  of* our  first  account  of  them,  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  occupied  and  held  the  country 
from  the  mouth  of  Green  Bay,  to  the  head  waters  of  Lake  Superior. 
This  nation  \n  as  visited  at  an  early  date  by  the  French  at  Sault  St. 
Mary  and  Chegoimegon. 

At  a  later  day,  they  appear  to  have  migrated  southward;  formi- 
dable bands  of  them  having  gained  a  footing,  on  the  territory  of 
the  Miamis  near  the  southern  e.vtremity  of  Lake  Michigan,  partly 
by  permission  and  partly  by  force.  Since  that  time,  they  hiive 
been  recognized  as  occupying  the  territory  to  the  southward  o£ 
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Lake  Michigan,  on  the  Tippecanoe  River,  thence  to  the  borders  of 

the  Wabash  on  the  north. 

On  the  i8lh  of  July,  1815,  the  Pottawatomies,  desiring  to  enter 
into  relations  of  friendship  with  the  United  States  and  place  them- 
selves in  a  proper  position  before  the  world,  concluded  a  treaty,  the 
first^separate  one  made  by  them,  the  chief  element  of  which  is  set 


"There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States  of  Amierica  and  all  the  individuals 
composing  the  said  Pottawatomie  Tribe  or  Nation." 

By  the  provisions  of  a  treaty,  made  and  concluded  at  St. 
Mary*8,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1818,  they  ceded  to  the  United 
States  all  the  country  comprehended  within  the  following  limits: 
"Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  River,  and  running  up 
the  same  to  a  point  twenty-five  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
Wabash  River;  thence,  on  a  hne  as  nearly  parallel  to  the  general 
course  of  the  Wabash  River  as  practicable,  to  a  point  on  the  Ver- 
million River,  twenty-five  miles  from  the  Wabash  River;  thenc& 
down  the  Vermillion  River  to  its  mouth,  and  thence  up  the  Wabasb 
Ri\  er  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  Pottawatomies  also  cede  to 
the  United  States  all  their  claim  to  the  country  south  of  the  Wabash 


The  treaty  of  most  importance  to  the  people  of  this  locality,, 
made  by  this  tribe  with  the  United  States,  was  at  Paradise  Springs,, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississinewa,  upon  the  W  abash,  on  the  i6th 
day  of  October,  1820,  by  the  provisions  of  which  the  l^iited  States- 
acquired  the  right  to  all  the  land  within  the  following  limits  t 
Beginning  on  the  Tippecanoe  River,  where  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  tract  ceded  by  the  Pottawatomies  to  the  United  States,, 
by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the  year  1818,  intersects  the  same». 
thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  a  point  on  Eel  River,  half-way  between 
tlie  mouth  of  the  said  river  and  Piensh's  village;  thence  up  Eel 
River  to  Seek's  village,  near  the  head  thereof;  thence,  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  mouth  of  a  creek  emptying  into  the  St. 
Joseph's  of  the  Miami,  near  Metea's  village;  thence,  up  the  St. 
Joseph's  to  the  boundar\  Hne  between  the  States  of  hidiana  and 
and  Ohio;  thence,  south  to  the  Miami;  thence  up  the  same  to  the 
reservation  at  Fort  Wayne;  thence,  with  the  lines  of  the  said  reser- 
vation, to  the  boundary  established  by  the  treaty  with  the  Miamis- 
tn  x8z8;  thence,  with  'the  said  line  to  the  Wabash  River;  thence,, 
with  the  same  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  River,  and 
thence,  with  the  said  Tippecanoe  River  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
And  the  said  tribe  also  cede  to  the  United  States  all  their  right  to 
land  within  the  following  limits:  Beginning  at  a  point  on  Lake 
Michigan,  ten  miles  due  north  of  the  southern  extreme  thereof,  run- 
ning ihence  due  east  to  the  land  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United 
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States  by  the  treaty  of  Chicago;  thence  south  with  the  boundary 
thereof,  ten  miles;  thence,  west  to  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake 
Michigan;  thence,  with  the  shore  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning.** 

In  addition  to  the  treaties  already  referred  to,  the  Pottavvato- 
mies  concluded  nineteen  other  treaties  with  the  I'nited  States,  ceding 
'  certain  reserved  interests,  from  time  to  time  withheld,  until.  b\*  the 
the  provisions  of  the  linal  treaty  concluded  by  them  on  the  iith  of 
February,  1837,  with  John  ^T.  Douglass,  a  Commissioner  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Otyof  Washington,  they  ceded  all 
dieir  remaining  interest  in  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
agreed  to  remove  to  a  countrv  provided  for  them  bv  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  southwest  of  the  Missouri  River,  within  two 
years  from  the  ratification  of  said  treaty.  The  treaty  was  ratified 
at  the  end  of  one  week  from  its  consummation,  and  they  were 
removed  westward  in  the  fall  of  1838  and  1839  following.*' 

Indian  Villages, — The  Indian  villages  in  this  county  were: 
"We-Saws,  on  the  north  brink  of  the  Eel  River,  below  Denver,  at 
the  mouth  of  We-Saw  Creek ;  Flower's  village,  on  the  south  side, 
opposite  Chili ;  and  Squirrel's  Village,  on  the  north  side,  near  Stock- 
dale.    The  Indians  living  at  Flower's  Village  were  Weas,  subse- 

?uently  designated  on  the  pay  roll  of  Ed  Rivers;  at  We-Saw*s, 
^ottawatomies,  and  at  Squirrel's,  Miamis.  After  a  few  years  they 
all  became  known  as  Miamis,  and  signed  treaties  and  participated 
in  annuities  as  such.  The  Osage  Village,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississinevva,  one  mile  above  its  mouth,  was  the 
most  important  village  in  the  county.  This  was,  doubtless,  the 
largest  village  of  the  Miami  tribe.  It  took  its  name  ftom  that  of  its 
first  chief.  She-pa-can-nah,  or  Deaf  Man,  was  the  war  chief  of 
this  village. 

Principal  Chiefs  of  the  Miamis. — No  authentic  account  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Miamis  can  be  given  prior  to  the  reign  of  Ague- 
nack-^ue,  who  signed  the  first  treaty  between  the  English  and 
Miamis  on  the  23d  of  July,  1748.  tie  lived  in  Turde  Village,  a 
few  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  it  was  at  this  place  in  the 
year  1747,  his  son,  Little  Turtle,  was  born.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father  Little  Turtle  became  chief  of  the  tribe.  His  mother  was  of 
the  tribe  ol  Mohegans,  and  transmitted  mam  of  her  superior  quali- 
ties to  her  son.  His  courage,  sagacity  and  extraordinary  talent 
were  developed  at  an  early  age,  and,  when  but  a  boy,  his  influence 
with  his  own  tribe,  as  well  as  with  others  of  the  confederation,  was 
unbounded.  His  skill  in  the  management  of  an  army  was  not  sur- 
passed e\  en  by  those  trained  and  st  hooled  in  the  profession.  He 
was  v  ictorious  in  many  a  hotly  contested  battle,  and  it  was  not  until 
he  met  "tiie  man  who  never  sleeps,"  as  he  spoke  of  General  Wayne 
while  addressing  a  coundl  of  war,  did  he  meet  his  equal.  He  died 
aX  Fort  Wayne  July  14th,  1812.  and  was  buried  by  the  whites  widi 
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the  highest  honors.  In  the  grave  with  him  were  buried  the  sword 
and  medal  presented  him  by  General  Washington. 

The  successor  of  Little  Turtle  was  Pe-che-wa,  commonly 
called  John  B.  Richardville.  His  father  was  of  French' extraction, 
and  his  mother  was  the  sister  of  Little  Turtle.  He  was  born  about 
the  year  1761.  His  election  to  chieftaincy  was  the  result  of  a  most 
daring  feat  of  voluntary  heroism.  A  while  captive  iiad  been  con- 
demned to  be  burned  at  the  stake.  He  had  been  bound  and  the 
faggots  placed  in  position,  and  the  one  who  had  been  commissioned 
to  apply  the  torch  bej^an  the  performance  of  his  dutv,  and  as 
the  flames  he<;an  to  wreathe,  the  young  Richardville,  in  ol^cdionce 
to  a  signal  from  his  mother,  dashed  through  the  wild  crowd  and 
cut  the  cords  that  bound  the  captive  and  bade  him  go  free.  So 
heroic  was  the  act  that  he  was  at  once  accepted  as  chief.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  exec ut3\  e  alnlity  and  fine  business  sense.  He  died 
in  1 841,  and  was  buried  by  the  Catholics  at  Fort  Wayne. 

Francis  LaFontaine,  whose  hidian  name  wa.^H^o-pe-ah,  became 
principal  chief  of  the  Miamis  after  the  death  of  Richardville.  His 
fother  was  of  French  descent  and  his  mother  a  JMiami  woman. 
He  was  bom  at  Fort  \yayn«  .  in  182a  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  married  Catharine  Po-con-go-qua,  daughter  of 
Richardville.  He  n\}inifested  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
tribe,  and  on  this  ,jy«wunt  was  elected  chief.  When  his  tribe  was 
removed  to  the  reservation  west  of  the  Mississippi  he  accompanied 
them,  but  after  «  short  stay  started  to  return,  and  at  Lafayette  was 
taken  suddenly  ill,  where  he  died  April  13th,  1847.  His  remains 
were  taken  to  Huntington  for  interment,  where  one  of  his  daughters, 
Mrs.  Archangel  Engleman,  still  Hves. 

Alc-shin-go^me-sia.  Jlis  ancestors  and  desccndauis. — No  relia- 
ble account  of  the  ancestors  of  Me-shin-go-me-sia  can  be  traced 
further  back  than  the  fourth  generations  or  to  the  time  of  Osandiah, 
who,  at  the  head  of  one  division  of  the  tribe,  left  Fort  Wayne  (at 
what  date  no  one  knows)  and  settled  on  the  Big  Miami  River,  in 
Ohio.  Soon  after  his  settlement  at  this  point  he  visited  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, at  that  time  President,  who  presented  him  w  ith  tokens  of 
regard.  This  aroused  the  jealousy  of  the  other  tribes,  by  whom  it 
is  believed  he  was  poisoned. 

Upon  llie  death  of  Osondiah  his  son,  Ataw-ataw.  became  chief, 
and  he,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  bv  his  son,  Me-to-cin-vah,  who  re- 
moved with  his  tribe  to  hidiana  and  settled  in  \\  hat  is  now  Wabash 
and  Grant  Counties,  and  after  a  successful  rcj^ai  of  many  years 
died,  and  his  remains  were  buried  in  Wabash  cS>unty. 

He  was  the  father  of  ten  children:  Me  shin-go-me-sia,  Ta-con- 
savv,  Mack-quack -yno-nun-gah,  Shop-on-do-sheah,  Wa-pe-si-taw, 
Me-tack-quack-quah,  So-lin-jes-yah,  Wa-cau-con-aw,  Po-kung-e- 
yah  and  We-cop-eme-nah. 
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Upon  the  death  of  Me-to-dn-yah,  his  eldest  son,  Me-shin-go- 
me-sia,  succeeded  to  the  chieftaincy.  He  was  born  in  Wabash 
County  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth 
centurx  1  the  {precise  dale  not  known).  At  the  age  of  about  thirty 
he  married  Tac-ka-quah,  a  daughter  of  So-a-nah-ke-kah,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  sons  Po-kung-gah  and  Ataw-ataw.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  firmness,  though  not  obstinate.  He  was  ordinarily 
intelligent  and  always  displayed  judgment  and  good  business  sense 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  band.  His  death  occurred 
December  — ,1879. 

The  following  sketch,  as  well  as  many  other  extracts,  are  taken 
from  the  Indian  History  of  the  county  written  by  Hon.  John  A. 
Grah;uii : 

Fruun's  Godfroy — "A  great  war-chief  of  the  Miamis, 
called  b\  the  Indians,  Pa-Ions- wa,  was  the  son  of  Jacques,  or 
James  Godfroy,  a  French  trader  among  the  Indians.  He  and 
his  brother  Louis  were  disUnguished  men  in  their  tribe  from 
eariy  manhood,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  its  important  afl^rs. 
They  were  prominent  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Wa^  ne,  Tippecanoe 
and  the  Mississinewa.  Their  high  appreciation  in  the  tribe  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that,  in  the  treaty  of  St.  Mary's,  in  1818, 
Francis  was  granted  a  reservation  of  six  sections  of  land  on  the 
Salamonie,  at  La  Petit  Prairie,  and  Louis  six  sections  on  the  St. 
Mary's,  above  the  reservation  of  Anthony  Shaw.  The  affection 
of  the  brothers  for  each  other  is  shown  by  an  article  of  agree- 
ment, made  on  the  2nd  of  December,  1824,  witnessed  b\'  Gen. 
Tipton  and  Joseph  I^arroii,  in  which  thev  agree  to  exchange  one 
section  of  these  reservations,  and  bind  themselves  not  to  sell  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  the  same,  unless  by  mutual  consent — ^the 
8<^  object  and  purpose  of  the  exchange  being  that  <the  broth- 
ers may  live  near  each  other." 

"  Francis  was  a  man  of  splendid  physical  development,  being 
six  feet  high  and  weighing  about  three  hundred  pounds.  He  was 
genial,  generous  and  dignified;  sincere  in  his  friendship,  paternal  in 
his  rule,  and  princely  in  his  hospitality,  He  was  known  and 
esteemed  by  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his  day,  and  among 
them  those  against  whom  he  ffuiq^ht  in  battle.  He  was  a  prompt 
and  liberal  contributor  on  all  pulilic  calls  for  monev;  was  gracious 
and  hospitable  to  white  visitors,  and,  like  one  of  the  old  barons, 
always  kept  about  his  *  Mount  Pleasant*  home  a  large  retinue  of  his 
own  people. 

"In  the  sprini;  T)f  i8_jO  he  was  taken  sick,  and,  after  a  linger- 
ing illness,  died  on  the  lirst  da\  of  Mav  of  that  year.  A  numerous 
Concourse  of  white  citizens,  as  well  as  his  own  people,  manifested 
their  respect  for  tiie  chief  by  attending  his  funeral,  whldi  took 
place  at  his  own  house,  his  grave  being  but  a  ^lort  distance 
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from  it  on  the  rising  ground  to  the  south.  Wap-pa-pin-sha, 
called  also  Black  Raccoon,  a  chief  and  noted  orator,  deli\  ered  a 
funeral  discourse  on  the  occasion,  from  which  the  following 
extracts  are  taken:  • 

"Brothebs:  The  Great  Spirit  hm  taken  to  himself  aiiotlipr  of  our  once  power- 
fitl  and  hapi>7»  but  nam  rapidly  declining  nation.  The  time  ha.s  l>e(>n  when  these 
forests  were  densely  populated  by  the  red  man;  but  the  same  hand*  whose  bligbtiug 
touch  withered  the  majestic  frame  before  us,  and  raustHl  the  nol>le  spirit  by  which 
it  wiis  animatwl  to  seek  aii<»th<'r  lionie.  luis  ih-alt  iu  a  like  mjiiuicr  with  liis  ami  our 
fathers;  in  a  like  manner  will  it  deal  with  us.  Deiith,  of  lute,  hnn  lK>cn  rommon 
among  us — so  much  a6  that  an  OCCUmnce  of  it  scarcely  its  uur  mitici-.  Rut 
when  the  brave,  the  generous  and  the  jiatriotic  an  hlaated  by  it,  then  it  Ib  that  the 
tears  of  sorrow  freely  flow. 

" Such  i»  now  the  case;  our  briifliiT,  wlio  just  left  iis,  was  linivn.  t,'t»nenwi8  and 
p«triotic,  and  as  a  tribute  to  his  merit,  and  a  reward  for  gooduess,  the  tears,  notonljr 
<of  U»  own  people,  but  of  many  white  men,  who  are  here  aasembled  to  witnew  the 
faneral  rites,  freely  flow. 

"  At  this  scene  the  poor  of  his  peoi^h-  weep,  because  at  his  table  they  were  wont 
to  feiust  and  rejoice.  Tli*.'  weak  mourn  hi^  death,  l)ec.'nis<'  liis  Muflmiity  wa-  iliri  c  t<'(l 
to  tlieir  protection.  But  he  h»u*  left  the  earth,  the  plac  e  of  vexation  ami  n intention, 
and  is  now  participating  with  Pocahontiis  and  Logan  in  those  joys  prepared  by  the 
Great  Spirit  for  such  as  well  and  faithfully  discharge  their  daties  here.  Brothers, 
let  us  emulate  his  example  and  practice  his  virtues," 

"From  1838  until  their  removal  west,  the  Miamis  grew  reck- 
less and  dissipated.  Their  dissipation  led  to  frequent  quarrels 
and  homicides,  so  their  number  decreased  rapidly  in  the  five 
years  preceding  their  r^movaL  The  following  are  some  of  the 
cases  which  attracted  the  special  notice  of  the  whiles:  Shoc- 
cot-wah,  a  half-brother  of  Xe-con-zah  (Squirrel),  was  a  bad 
Indian — quarrelsome  and  treacherous.  Old  Mother  Tap-po,  who 
had  several  daughters,  and  Ah-lin-de-ze-quah,^  who  had  two 
daughters  and  a  son  named  Wa-ca-co-nah,  lived  in  what  is  now 
the  David  Hohn  'farm,  in  Butler  township.  Their  cabins  were 
close  together,  and  the  Indians  resorted  there.  At  the  time  of 
the  occurrence  about  to  be  related,  several  Weas,  among  them 
the  brothers  of  Shap-pan-do-ce-ah  and  Qua-com-ah-cot-wah  and 
Shoc-cot-wah,  Ne-con-zah,  Shoc>com-wah  and  Me-ze-quoh,  of 
llie  Ne-con-zah,  or  Squirrel  party  of  Miamis,  were  there  drink- 
ing. TIkv  had  spent  the  night  in  their  carousal,  in  the  course 
of  which  Shoc-cot-wah  caught  Mother  Tap-po  by  the  hair  and 
struck  her  in  the  face  with  his  list,  bruising  it  and  causing  the 
'bhod  to  flow  fredy.  Hiis  made  the  old  woman  mad  fen*  revenge, 
and  she  told  her  daughters  to  load  her  pistol  heavily  for  she  was 
going  to  kill  Shoc-cot-wah.  They  loaded  the  pistol  and  gave  it 
to  her.  This  was  the  next  inoming  after  the  nin-ht's  debauch^ 
and  the  Itidians  were  outside  the  house  sitting  ana  standing,  and 
Shoc-cot-wah  was  in  a  half  recumbent  position  resting  on  his 
elbow.  The  old  woman  came  to  him,  pointing  the  pistol  at 
liim,  and  told  him  she  was  going  to  shoot  him,  but  just  as  she 
was  about  to  pull  the  trigger  Wap-pa-pin-sha,  who  was  gener- 
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ally  called  the  Black  Raccoon,  a  man  of  rank  and  distinction  as 

an  orator  among  the  Indians,  came  aroi  nd  the  house,  caui^ht 
her  hand  and  inquired  what  she  was  L^oinj^  to  do.  Slie  lold 
him  how  she  had  been  abused,  showed  lier  bruised  and  bloody 
£ace,  and  said  she  was  going  to  kill  Shoc-cot-wah.  Wap-pa- 
pin-sha  took  the  pistol  and  told  Shoc-cot-wah  that  he  was  a  bad 
Indian,  that  he  was  no  man,  was  a  coward  to  abuse  an  old 
woman  in  that  way,  and  that  he  must  dir.  Shoc-cot-wah  did 
not  move  from  his  position,  and  his  antagonist,  standing  above, 
fired  downward,  the  ball  passing  between  the  coUar-bone  and 
the  throat  After  being  shot,  Shoc-cot-wah,  spitting  blood,  got 
up  and  walked  toward  Wap-pa-pin-sha,  who  had  walked  away 
from  where  Shoc-cot-wah  had  been  lying.  As  Shoc-cot-wali 
passed  the  Indians  they  thought  he  w  anted  a  weapon,  and  Shap- 
pan-do-ce-ah  said  to  Wap-pa-pin-sha,  who  was  paralyzed  in  one 
arm  and  unarmed,  **He  vnU  kill  you,  take  this,**  handing  him 
a  large  Bowie  knife.  He  took  the  knife,  upon  seeing  which 
Shoc-cot-wah  began  to  plead,  saying  to  M'ap-pa-pin-sha,  *Don't 
kill  me  my  friend:  you  have  done  enough;  I  am  your  friend.' 
To  which  Wap-pa-pin-sha  answered,  'No,  you  are  not  my 
friend;  you  are  nobody's  friend;  you  abuse  the  Indians,  and  you 
must  die,*  and  he  plunged  the  knife  into  Shoc-cot-wah*s  heart. 
He  drew  it  out  of  the  breast  of  Shqc-cot-wah,  a  stream  of 
blood  spouting  from  the  wound,  and,  after  wiping  it  on  the 
grass,  handed  it  back  to  Shap-pan-do-ce-ah. 

"The  squirrel  party,  to  which  Shoc-cot-w  ah  belonged,  threat- 
ened revenge,  and  the  whites,  who  thought  substantial  justice 
had  been  done  by  Wap-pa-pin-sha,  brought  him  to  town  and 
protected  him  from  his  enemies. 

"Another  case,  which  was  regarded  by  the  whitt-s  in  a  dif- 
ferent light,  and  aroused  their  horror  and  indignation,  wiis  the 
killing,  by  Peashvva,  a  Pottawattomie,  of  two  men  and  a  woman 
of  the  Flowers  or  Wea  party.  He  had  lived  at  Wesaw  ViHage  and 
had  two  wives  of  the  Flowers  party.  After  the  removal  of  the  Wea» 
from  Eel  River  to  the  reserve,  south  of  the  Wabash,  he  and  his 
wives  and  the  two  half-brothers  of  one  of  these  women  settled 
on  Pipe  Creek,  near  where  the  Strawtown  road  crosses  the 
same.  Their  names  were  Ah-lah-k>on-dah  and  Shap-pannki-ce- 
ah,  and  were  married  and  had  houses  at  the  same  place.  Shap- 
pan-do-ce-ah's  wife  was  named  Kil-so-quah,  and  Ah-lah-looil<Ulh% 
Me-shoc-co-to-qiiah.  These  two  Weas  and  their  wives  went  on 
a  hunt  some  six  miles  southwest  of  where  tiiev  lived,  on  Little 
Deer  Creek,  and  camped.  The  men  went  hunting  and  the 
women  remained  in  camp.  The  pon}-  of  Me-shoc-co-to-quah  got 
loose  at  the  camp  and  started  back  toward  home.  She  followed^ 
and  did  not  catch  it  unljl  it  had  nearly  reached  there.  When 
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8he  returned  near  to  the  camp  she  approached  it  Indian-like, 
cautiously,  and  seeing  Kil-so-quah  sitting  very  quietly  and  in  a. 

curious  position,  lur  fears  of  something  being  wrong  were 
aroused,  and  slie  crept  quietly  up  to  the  camp.  She  found  her 
sister-in-law, whom  she  had  left  but  a  few  hours  before  well,  sit- 
ting in  a  half  reclining  position,  dead,  with  a  wild  turkey  she  had 
been  picking,  in  her  lap.  She  retreated  in  terror,  got  on  her 
pony  and  went  with  all  haste  to  the  Wea  Village,  on  Deer 
Creek,  to  gi\  e  the  alarm.  A  party  at  once  started  for  the  camp.. 
Thev  soon  came  upon  the  trail  of  tht'  hunters  in  a  swampy 
thicket.  They  followed  it  but  a  short  clisiinue  when  thev  found 
the  body  of  one  of  the  Indians,  shot  from  behind  through  the 
hack  or  the  head,  and  his  pony  shot;  following  the  trail  still 
further,  the}  found  the  other,  shot  through  the  body." 

"The  Indians  were  furious  and  the  whites  turned  out  with, 
them  to  hunt  the  murderer,  but  the  search  was  fruitless.  It 
was  considered  a  cruel  murder,  and  if  Pcashwa  had  been  found,, 
the  whites  whould  have  seconded  the  Indians  in  taking  sum- 
mary vengeance. 

"At  Ss  home,  on  Pipe  Creek,  he  left  two  chiMren,  by  a  for^ 
mer  wife,  a  Pottawattomie  woman.  They  were  kept  under 
strict  surveillance  by  the  Weas,  as  hostages,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  if  Peashwa  was  not  caught  the\  would  be  sacriticed. 
The  boy  was  got  away,  and,  like  his  father,  found  refuge  at 
Ephriam  Bearss';  but  the  girl  remained,  and  shortly  afterward 
disappeared,  and  the  legend  is — and  it  is  believed  by  Pim-wy- 
oh-tem-ah,  a  Miami,  now  living  in  this  neighborhood,  to  be  true — 
that  the  old  woman  of  the  Flowers  partv  killk-d  the  girl  by  the 
most  cruel  method  of  cutting  her  to  pieces.  This  she,  no  doubt,, 
regarded  as  a  sacred  duty,  to  avenge  the  killing  of  her  own 
people  by  the  child's  father. 

"The  date  of  the  foregoing  murders  is  not  remembered 
exactly,  but  it  is  somewhere  about  1841  or  1842." 

Among  other  cases  of  killing,  the  following  may  be  men. 
tioned : 

«*Wah-puck-co-se-ah  was  killed  by  Win-gon-sah,  in  1844. 
Shap-pan-do-ce-ah*8  wife,  a  Pottawattomie  woman,  killed  Mah- 
qua-co-non-gah,  in  1845,  at  the  Osage  village.  Pimg-ah-^in-gah 
Killed  Man-ce-ah,  or  Muncie,  as  he  was  called  by  the  whites,  in 
1845.  Keel-oh-com-e-ke-ah,  who  died  but  a  few  vears  ago» 
at  his  home,  near  the  Mississinewa — a  peaceable,  manly 
Indian,  and  remarkable  for  his  great  weight,  some  four  hun- 
dred pounds — killed  Shoc-co-com-wah,  under  almost  ludicrous 
circumstances.  They  had  been  in  town,  drinkins,  and  on 
their  way  home,  somewhere  near  the  old  limekiSi,  on  the 
road  between  Peru  and  the  Mississinewa,  Shoc-co-com-wah» 
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vfho  was  quarrdsofne,  wanted  to  fight.  Ked-oh^com-e-ke-ah 
said  he  did  not  want  to  fight,  was  not  mad,  and  had  noth- 
ing to  tight  about.  The  other  insisted,  at  least  to  fight 
white  fashion,  with  their  rtsts.  So,  to  gratify  his  friend,  Keel- 
oh-com-e-ke-ah  consented,  iuid  they  got  off  their  horses.  They 
were  both  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and,  before  commencing, 
Shoc-co-com-wah  took  out  his  lioitle,  look  a  drink,  and  handed 
it  to  Keel-o-com-e-ke-ah,  inviting  him  to  drink.  While  the  hit- 
ter had  the  bdttlr  to  his  mouth,  the  other  struck  at  him  with  a 
knife,  cutting  tiirough  his  coat  and  inthcting  a  severe  wound  in 
his  breast.  Keel-o-com-e-ke-ah  seized  him  by  the  throat,  crushed 
him  to  the  ground,  held  him  '  there  with  one  hand,  w)iile  with 
the  other  he  reached  into  his  vest-pocket,  got  out  a  clasp  dirk- 
knife,  opened  the  blade  with  his  teeth,  and  then  struck  it  into 
the  breast  of  his  tre:icherous  friend.  He  repeated  his  blows 
with  the  knife  until  he  effectually  cured  the  pugilistic  Miami  of 
all  further  disposition  to  fight  white-man  foshion. 

**Keel-o-com-e-ke-ah,  for  years  before  his  death,  had  been 
falling  away  in  flesh,  until,  at  the  occurrence  of  that  event,  he 
did  not  weigh  more  than,  perhaps,  a  hundred  pounds.  Once, 
years  ago,  when  he  was  at  his  greatest  weight,  he  was  arrested 
in  town  for  being  drunk,  and  perhaps  fifty  men  and  boys  were 
engaged  in  taking  him  before  the  mayor.  His  great  strength 
enabled  him  to  throw  them  off  as  though  they  were  children; 
but,  about  the  time  they  got  him  to  the  office,  he  was  exhausted, 
and  gave  up,  exclaiming,  'oh,  too  many — can't.'  The  entrance 
to  the  Mayor's  office  was  by  an  outside  rickety  stairs.  The 
Mayor  looked  out  of  the  window,  and,  seeing  the  elephantine 
proportions  of  the  prisoner,  dismissed  the  case  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient stairs." 

Frauces,  S/orum-  'Early  in  the  thirties,  it  was  discov- 
ered bv  Gen.  George  W.  Ewing,  that  the  widow  of  one  of 
the  distinguished  war-chiefs  was  a  white  woman,  who  had  been 
captured  by  the  Delaware  Indians  when  but  a  child  of  prob- 
ably six  years.  He  learned  from  her,  the  name  of  her  father 
and  the  further  fact  that  the  familv  lived  on  the  Susquehanna 
in  PeimsyK  ania,  and  he  accordiiigh  addressed  a  letter  to  a  gcn- 
lienian  in  Pennsylvania  requesting  its  publication,  thinking  it  might 
thereby  reach  some  of  the  relatives.  The  following  is  an  ex- 
tract from  the  letter  of  Gen.  Ewing:  **There  is  now  near  this 
place  among  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  an  aged  white  woman, 
who  a  few  days  ago,  told  me,  whilst  I  lodged  in  the  camp  with 
her  one  night,  that  she  was  taken  awav  from  her  father's  houje 
on  or  near  the  Sust^ueiianna  River,  when  she  was  very  young, 
say  from  five  to  eight  years  old;  she  thinks,  by  the  Dckware 
Indians  who  were  then  hostile  to  the  whites.   She  says  her 
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&ther*8  name  was  Slocum,  that  he  was  a  Quaker,  rather  small 
in  stature,  and  wore  a  large  broad-rimmed  hat;  was  of  sandy 
hair,  light  complexion  and  much  freckled;  that  he  lived  about 

half  a  mile  from  a  town  where  there  was  a  fort;  that  they  lived 
in  a  wooden  house  two  stories  high,  and  had  a  spring  near  the 
house.  She  says  three  Delawares  came  to  the  house  in  the  day 
time,  when  all  were  absent  but  herself  and  perhaps  two  other 
small  children;  her  fother  and  brothers  were  absent  making  hay. 
The  Indians  carried  her  off  and  she  was  adopted  into  a  i^unily 
gf  Delawares  who  raised  her  and  treated  her  as  their  own  child. 
They  died  about  forty  years  ago  in  Ohio.  She  was  then  mar- 
ried to  a  Miami,  bv  whom  she  had  four  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  both  daughters,  and  she  living  with  them.  She 
is  old  and  feeble  and  thinks  ^e  will  not  live  long,  and  these 
coosiderations  induced  her  to  give  the  present  history  of 
herself  which  she  never  would  do  before,  fearing  her  kindred 
would  come  and  force  her  away." 

The  letter,  after  being  given  up  by  the  writer  as  having 
failed  of  its  purpose,  was  accidentally  discovered,  some  two  years 
after  it  was  written,  and  published  in  a  Lancaster,  Pa.,  paper.  The 
facts  it  narrated  regarding  the  captive  satisfied  the  Slocums  that 
die  was,  beyond  a  doubt,  their  long  lost  relative,  and  they  at  once 
opened  a  correspondence  with  Col.  Ewing  on  the  subject.  The 
following  letter  will  explain  itself  as  a  part  of  the  present  nar- 
rative. 

*Wn.¥aim*RBa,  Pa.,  Angiut  9, 1887. 

•^EO.  W.  Ewixo,  EflQ., 

"Z>e«r  .SiV.-  At  the  sujrK*^'''*^'*^"  u^v  futhiT  and  other  relations  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  write  to  you  although  an  entire  srtranger.  We  have  received  but  ii  few  days 
since,  a  letter  written  by  you  to  a  gentlenum  in  Lancaster,  in  this  State,  upon  a  sub- 

{ect  of  deep  and  Intense  interest  to  onr  family.  How  the  matter  should  have  lain  so 
onp  enwrapped  in  srnrity  we  ranrutt  coneeive.  An  aunt  of  mine,  sister  of  my 
father,  wan  taken  away  when  five  years  old,  by  the  Indians,  and  since  then  we  have 
had  only  vainie  and  indistinct  rumon*  on  the  subject.  Your  letter  we  deem  to  have 
entirely  revealed  tlie  whole  matter  and  set  everything  at  rest.  The  description  is  so 
perfect  and  the  incidents  (with  the  ezceptlcm  of  her  age)  so  correct,  we  feel  confi- 
dent 

"Steps  will  be  taken  immediately  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  we  will  endeavor 
to  do  all  i|i  our  powmr  to  raster*  a  lost  nlative  wiio  has  been  alxi^  yean  in  Indian 
bondage.       *       *       *       •       .  * 

**Your  friend  and  servant, 

«IOH  J,  Slocuii.'' 

The  narrative  of  the  life  of  Frances  Slooim,  as  given  her- 
self to  the  interpreters  who  went  with  her  relatives,  as  above 

related,  is  as  follows: 

"One  evening  about  dusk,  in  the  year  I777»  while  Frances 
and  other  children  were  at  play,  near  her  father's  house,  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania,  the  hostile  Delawares  approached 
them,  killed  one  boy  and  bore  off  another  and  herself  prisoners. 
She  was  taken  by  two  Delawares  and  by  them  transterred  to 
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Tuck-hoe,  a  chief  of  that  nation,  whom  she  represented  to  be  a 
man  of  great  distinction.  This  chief  after  receiving  his  little 
prisoner,  dressed  her  in  the  ga}  est  manner,  decorating  her  with 
wampum,  beads  and  tine  feathers,  and  treated  her  with  great 

humanity. 

'•^Shorliy  after  her  captivity,  the  party  left  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  and  went  to  Genesee  Fiuls;  from  thence,  after  a  transient 
stay,  they  proceded  to  the  falls  of  Niagara,  where  they  remained 
during  Gen.  Wayne's  war,  and  were  svi]ijilied  with  provisions 
and  munitions  of  war  by  the  British.  Tho  Chief,  Tuck-hos,  and 
his  party,  of  whom  Frances  was  one,  remained  at  this  place  two 
winters,  and  during  the  time,  she  says,  the  Indians  frequently 
went  out  and  returned  with  many  white  men's  scalps,  being  hos- 
tile at  the  time.  From  Niagara  the  party  went  to  Sandusky, 
where  they  remained  a  short  time  and  then  returned  to  the 
falls,  Some  time  after  this,  she  states,  the  Indians  made  bark 
canoes,  and  several  thousand  of  them  went  to  Detroit,  where 
they  remained  three  years;  from  thence  they  removed  to 
Brownstown,  where  Frances  lived  for  a  time  with  a  Delaware 
as  his  wife  but  had  no  issue  by  him.  From  Brownstown  they 
proceeded  to  Fort  Wayne,  in  this  state,  and  remained  there 
some  years  during  the  late  war.  While  at  Fort  Wayne,  the 
Indians  suffered  much  from  want  of  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries, and  were  for  a  time  at  the  very  point  of  starvation,  hav- 
ing nothing  but  wild  meat  wiiereon  to  subsist." 

** About  forty-four  years  ago  [this  narrative  was  given  in 
1837]  she  was  married  to  Deaf  Man  [She-pah-can-nah.  war 


two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  her  husband  has  been  dead 
about  four  years.  From  Fort  Wayne,  she,  with  her  husband, 
came  to  the  Osage  Village,  and  went  tlience  to  the  place 
known  as  Deaf  Man's  Vili^e,  where  she  resided  when  she  first 
disclosed  her  history  to  Col.  Ewing,  and  until  she  died. 

Thus  ends  the  story  of  Frances  Slocum*s  captivity  and  sub- 
sequent life,  as  published  in  the  Pent  Forester  forty  years  ago. 

This  now  noted  woman  died  on  the  9th  of  March,  1847, 
aged  seventy-tive  years.  Her  Indian  name,  as  given  by  her 
Indian  relatives,  was  Mah-cones-quah,  which  means  Young  Bear. 
Her  daughter,  Ke-ke-na-kush-wa,  wife  of  Capt.  John  B.  Brouil- 
lette,  died  on  the  13th  of  March,  1847,  aged  forty-seven  years. 
The  other  daughter  mentioned  in  the  narrative,  was,  at  the  time 
of  the  visit  of  her  while  relatives,  the  wife  of  Tah-co-nah,  Her 
name  was  O-zah-wah-shing-quah.  She  was  afterward  married 
to  Wah-pa-pe-tah  (Peter  'Bondy),  and  several  children,  now 
adults,  are  the  offspring  of  this  marriage.  She  died  in  January, 
1877, — ^the  last  of  the  Children  of  Frances  Slocum. 


had   four  children. 
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Jh  the  Peru  ForesUrt  of  September  26th,  1837,  there  is  an 
editorial  article  whidi  says: 

"  A  few  evenings  ago,  Mr.  Isaac  Slocum,  a  younger  brother 
of  Frances,  arrived  in  town  from  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  and, 
in  company  with  James  T.  Miller,  of  this  place,  interpreter,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  place  of  her  residence  known  by  the  appellation 
of  'Deaf  Man's  Village,'  about  nine  miles  above  Peru,  la  the 
Mississinewa  River. 

**Mr.  Slocum,  on  the  way,  remarked  to  his  guide  that  if 
the  woman  (Frances)  was  really  his  sister,  he  would  recoi:fnize 
her  by  a  scar  upon  the  foreHnger  of  her  left  hand,  caused  by  a 
blow  from  a  hammer  upon  an  anvil,  while  at  play  with  her 
brother  before  she  was  taken  captive,  but  he  knew  not  in  what 
other  way  he  should  be  able  to  convince  either  her  or  lumself 
of  the  relationship  which  existed  between  them. 

"  Mr.  Miller  proceeded  to  the  house  alone,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  old  ladv  iox  the  reception  of  her  brother,  but  found 
her  unwilling  to  believe  that  such  a  thing  could  be.  The  brother 
then  entered  the  house,  and,  gazing  upon  the  changed  appear- 
ance of  Frances,  involuntarily  exclaimed,  <Good  God!  is  this  my 
sister?'  Then,  grasping  her  hand,  he  drew  her  toward  the  light 
and  beheld  the  scar  I  the  identical  scar  which  he  had  described. 
He  was  then  satisfied;  but  Frances  was  still  unwilling  to  believe 
Mr.  Slocum  her  brother.  Mr,  Miller,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Slocum,  interrogated  her  in  the  Indian  language  (as  she  speaks 
or  understands  no  other)  concerning  the  scar  upon  her  finger, 
and  she  related  the  same  story  which  her  brother  had  told  him 
on  the  way;  and  finally,  before  they  separated,  Frances  was 
satisfied  to  acknowledge  Isaac  to  be  her  own  brother,  but 
expressed  no  inclination  to  leave  her  wigwam  to  partake  of  the 
comforts  of  his  hospitable  mansion,  after  a  residence  of  near 
sixty  years  among  the  red  men  of  the  wilderness.  Slocum 
states  that  his  brother  Joseph  and  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Town,  will 
be  here  in  a  few  days  and  that  he  will  await  their  arrival." 

The  parties  referred  to  arrived  in  due  time,  and  the  follow- 
ing letter,  written  from  here  to  their  relatives  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  published  in  the  Wyoming  Republican,  will  give  the  further 
history  of  Frances: 

Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Peru,  Miami  County,  In^ana, 
September  27th,  1837: 

"We  arrived  here  on  the  21st  inst.  The  town  is  new  and 
flourishing;  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  a  Httle 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Mississinewa,  which  empties  in  from 
the  south.  The  last  twenty-five  miles  was  through  the  Miami 
Reserve,  without  any  white  inhabitants.  We  found  Isaac  Slo- 
cum here  awaiting  our  arrival.   He  had  visited  the  woman  in 
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the  Reserve,  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ewing,  and  is  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  she  is  the  sister  taken  captive  in  1778.  The 
next  day  we  repaired  to  the  village  with  Mr.  Miller,  the  inter- 
preter, together  with  Mr.  Hunt,  a  half-breed  that  was  educated 
at  Col.  Johnson's  school,  in  Kentucky,  and  another  gentleman. 
Fording  the  Wabash  at  this  place,  we  passed  up  the  river  to- 
the  Mississinewa,  and  in  about  five  miles  came  to  an  Indian 
town,  surrounded  with  blue  j^rass  pasturage  and  corn  fields 
intermixed  without  order.  Some  of  the  natives  were  about 
their  houses;  otliers  were  at  tents  pitched  in  corn  lields,  tjather— 
ing  corn,  their  ponies  standing  saddled  near  the  tents.  When- 
ever  they  have  any  work  to  do  at  ever  so  short  a  distance 
from  their  houses,  they  pitch  a  tent,  and  cook  and  live  there- 
until the  work  is  done,  a  few  only  returning  to  their  houses  at 
night.  We  soon  after  came  to  the  seat  of  Godfroy,  the  second 
war  chief  of  the  Miamis,  consisting  of  live  or  six  two-story 
houses,  within  an  indosure  of  perhaps  half  an  acre,  which  we 
entered  through  a  gate  wide  enough  -for .  a  carriage  to  pass. 
Upon  entering  the  house  we  were  all  introduced  to  the  Chief 
hy  Mr.  Miller,  who  told  him  our  business  in  the  nation.  He 
received  us  very  courteously,  and  proffered  us  all  the  assistance 
in  his  power.  He  is  probably  over  50  years  of  age,  of  portly 
and  majestic  appearance,  being  more  than  six  feet  high,  well 
proportioned  and  weighing  about  320  pounds.  He  was  dressed 
in  leggings  and  a  blue  calico  shirt  that  came  down  to  the  knee,, 
profusely  ornamented  with  ruffle  s  of  the  same,  his  hair  nearly 
half  jLjray  and  lied  in  a  queue  hangin*^  elegantly  down  his  back. 
After  taking  leave  of  the  Chief,  we  proceeded  to  Deaf  Man's 
Village,  the  residence  of  the  captive  woman,  a  distance  of  about 
four  miles  further  up  the  Mississinewa,  where  the  natives  were 
employed  in  the  same  way  as  before  described.  At  one  of 
which  we  found  the  husband  of  the  youngest  daughter  of  the 
captive  woman.  He  mounted  his  pony  and  went  with  us  to  the 
village,  where  we  were  introduced  to  the  captive,  her  two 
daughters,  and  Capt.  Brouillette,  the  husband  of  the  elder.  The 
grls  are  aged,  one  thirty-three  and  the  other  twenty-three.. 
The  youngest  has  three  small  children,  but  not  by  this  husband. 
The  elder  had  two,  but  both  are  dead.  Capt.  Brouillette  is  a 
half-French  breed  Indian,  of  elegant  appearance,  very  straight  and 
slim,  and  about  six  feet  high.  Uncle  Joseph  at  once  recogni/ed 
his  sister,  and,  after  conversing  with  them  some  time,  in  the 
course  of  which  we  endeavored,  by  all  means  in  otur  power,  to* 
gain  their  confidence,  it  was  proposed  to  them  to  accompany  us 
to  Peru  to  see  Mrs.  Town.  ^Ir.  Miller  had  to  give  the  old 
lady  very  strong  assurances  that  we  had  no  intention  to  take 
her  away  contrary  to  her  inclination  before  she  would  go;  but. 
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at  length  she  consented,  and,  accompanied  by  her  two  daughters 
and  their  husbands,  she  returned  with  us  to  town,  where  they 
were  introduced  to  Mrs.  Town,  wlio  recoi^^ni/ed  her  long  lost 
sister.  They  then  joined  us  at  the  supper  table  and  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  at  ease.  They  had  now  become  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  we  were  their  rdations,  and  thdr  confidence  was  so 
much  strenghtened  that  she  fdt  justified  in  proffering  us  their 
friendship.  Thk  was  done  by  one  of  them  placing  on  the 
stand  something  wrapped  in  a  white  cloth,  after  which  thev 
spoke  with  the  interpreter  in  a  solemn  manner,  when  he  rose 
up  and  said  they  were  our  friends,  and  by  way  of  acknowiedg- 
themsdves  as  such,  they  presented  us  with  a  piece  of  fresh 
venison,  which  they  wished  us  to  receive  as  a  token  of  friend- 
ship, as  that  was  ihv'ir  manner  of  confirming  their  friendship. 
We  then  arose  and  thanked  them  and  received  the  token,  Mrs. 
Town  taking  up  the  ham  of  venison  and  removing  the  cloth, 
which  made  them  satisfied.  The  next  morning  they  all  came  to 
•  breakfast  with  us,  and  the  captive  gave  us,  in  the  course  of  tb^ 
day,  all  the  history  of  her  life  which  she  could  recollect.  Mr. 
Miller,  to  whom  we  are  greatly  indebted,  and  Mr.  Hunt  acted 
as  itUerpreters.  I  wrote  down  the  narration  in  the  words  of  the 
interpreter.  There  are  not  many  striking  incidents  in  her  life, 
but  she  and  her  family,  in  their  native  costume,  their  extreme 
dmpUdty  of  manner,  the  natural  modesty  and  solemnity  of  their 
deportment,  formed  the  most  interesting  group  I  ever  behdd. 
They  are  decidedly  the  most  respectable  family  in  the  nation, 
and  they  are  also  very  wealthy,  having  upward  of  a  hundred 
horses,  and  many  cattle  and  hogs.  Capt.  Brouillette  is  the  only 
Indian  who  cultivate^  com  with  the  plow.  He  has  a  yoke  of 
oxen,  and  wagon,  and  frequendy  takes  beef  and  other  artidea 
to  market." 

Misstssinewa  Expedition. — In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  bearing  date  of  October  13,  181 2,  Gen- 
eral Harrison  called  the  attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the 
&ct  that  the  Miamis  had  taken  up  the  tomahawk  and  were  com- 
mitting depredations  upon  the  settlements  along  the  frontier, 
citing  such  evidence  as  the  besieging  of  Fort  Wavne  and  the 
attack  on  Fort  Harrison.  Notwithstanding  these  unfriendly 
movements  they  were  still  claiming  to  maintain  a  neutral  posi-, 
tion  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 'Great  Britain.  It 
was  soon  determined  that  a  force  should  be  sent  against  those 
livini^r  along  the  banks  of  the  Mississinewa  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  their  villages.  This  duly  \Nas  assigned  to  Lieut.  Col. 
John  B.  Campbell  of  the  Ninteenth  Regiment  of  United  States 
Infentry,  with  a  detachment  of  six  hundred  mounted  men.  The 
detachment  was  composed  mainly  of  a  regiment  of  Kentudcy 
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dragoons  under  command  of  Col.  Simrall,  a  squadron  of  United 
States  Volunteer  Dragoons,  under  Maj.  James  V.  Ball  and  a 
corps  of  Infantry,  consisting  of  Capt.  Elliott's  company  of  the 
19th.  U.  S.  Regiment,  Butler's  Pittsburgh  Blues  and  Alexander's 
Pennsylvania  Ritlenien.  The  detachment  was  commanded  to 
march  on  the  25th  of  November,  and  in  his  letter  of  instructions 
to  Col.  Campbell  General  Harrison  commanded  him  to  march 
by  the  **Greenville  route**  in  order  that  he  might  not  come  in 
contact  with  the  Delaware  towns,  and  suggested  that  any  trouble 
Avith  them  would  be  unfortunate,  for  the  reason  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  pledged  for  their  safety.  He  further  stated  that 
some  of  the  Miami  Chiefe  had  exerted  themselves  to  keep  their 
■warriors  quiet.  He  named  among  others  Richardville,  Silver 
Heels,  White  Loon  and  the  son  and  brother  of  Little  Turtle, 
and  asked  that  they  be  left  unmolested.  Well-knowing  the 
methods  of  Indian  warfare  he  advised  Col.  Campbell  to  keep  his 
men  at  all  times  ready  for  action  by  night  as  well  as  by  day, 
fuid  when  in  the  enemy's  country  to  have  his  men  lie  upon  their « 
arms. 

The  expedition  did  not  reach  the  villages  on  the  Mississin- 
ewa  until  the  morning  of  December  17,  and  a  full  description  of 
what  followed  will  be  found  in  the  foilowmg  oliicial  report  of 
Col.  Campbell  to  General  Harrison,  which  is  now  on  file  in  the 
War  Department  at  Washington :  *<Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
17th,  I  reached,  undiscovered  an  Indian  town  on  the  Mississinewa, 
inhabited  by  a  number  of  Delawares  and  Miamis.  The  troops 
rushed  into  the  town,  killed  eight  warriors  and  took  forty-two 
prisoners  eight  of  whom  are  warriors,  the  residue  women  and 
children.  I  ordered  the  town  to  be  immediately  burned,  a  house 
or  two  excepted*  in  which  I  confined  the  prisoners.  I  then  left 
the  infantry  to  guard  the  prisoners,  and  with  SimralTs  and  Ball's 
Dragoons  advanced  to  some  Miami  \illages  a  few  miles  down 
the  Mississinewa,  but  found  them  evacuated.  I  burned  on  this 
occasion  three  consideraUe  villages,  took  several  horses,  killed 
many  cattle  and  returned  to  the  town  I  first  burned,  where  I 
had  left  the  prisoners,  and  encamped.  My  camp  was  in  the 
usual  form.  The  infantry  and  riflemen  were  in  the  front  line. 
Captain  Elliott's  c()in|ian\  on  the  right,  Butler's  in  the  center, 
Alexander's  on  the  left;  Major  Ball's stjuadron  occupied  the  right 
and  one-half  of  fhe  rear  line.  Col.  Simrall's  regiment  the  left, 
on  the  other  half  of  the  rear  line.  Between  Balls  right  and  Sim- 
ralTs  left  there  was  an  interval  which  had  not  been  filled  up.  I 
now  began  to  deliberate  upon  our  future  movements  whether  to 
go  on  further  encumbered  with  prisoners  the  men  much 
fatigued  and  many  frost-bitten,  and  horses  suffering  for  want  of 
forage.   At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  i8th,  1  ordered  the 
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revtSk  to  be  bcmten  and  the  officers  convened  at  my  iire  a 
short  time  afterward.    While  we  were  in  council  and  about  half 

an  hour  before  day,  my  camp  was  most  furiously  attacked  by  a 
large  party  of  Indians,  preceded  by  and  accompanied  with  a 
most  hideous  yell.  This  immediately  broke  up  the  council  and 
every  man  ran  to  his  post. 

**The  attack  commenced  upon  that  angle  of  the  camp 
formed  by  the  left  of  Capt.  Hopkins*  troops  and  on  the  right 
by  Capt.  Garrard's,  but  in  a  few  seconds  became  general  from 
the  entrance  of  the  right  to  the  left  of  Ball's  squadron.  The 
enemy  boldly  advanced  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  line  and 
Beemed  determined  to  rush  in.  The  guards  posted  at  the  differ- 
ent redoubts  retreated  to  camp  and  dispersed  among  their  differ- 
ent companies  thus  leaving  me  without  a  disposable  force. 
Capt.  Smith,  of  the  Kentucky  Light  Dragoons,  who  commanded 
one  of  the  redoubts,  in  a  handsome  and  military  manner  kept 
his  position,  although  abandoned  by  half  his  guards,  until  ordered 
to  fQl  up  the  interval  in  the  rear  Une,  between  the  regiment  and 
squadron. 

"The  redoubt  at  which  Capt.  Pierce  commanded  was 
first  attacked.  The  Captain  maintained  his  position  until  it  was 
too  late  to  get  within  tlie  Ime.  lie  received  two  balls  through 
the  body  and  was  tomahawked.  He  died  bravely  and  much 
lamented.  The  enemy  then  took  possession  of  Capt.  Pierce's 
redoubt  and  poured  a  tremoidous  fire  upon  the  angle,  to  the 
right  and  left  of  which  were  posted  Hopkins'  and  Garrard's 
troops,  but  the  fire  was  as  warmly  returned.  Not  an  inch  of 
ground  was  yielded.  Every  man^  oHicer  and  soldier,  stood  lirm 
and  animated  and  encouraged  each  other.  The  enemy's  fire 
became  warm  on  the  left,  at  which  Capt  Markle*s  troops  were 
posted;  and  the  right  of  Elliott's  company,  which,  with  Markle's, 
formed  an  angle  of  the  camp,  was  severely  annoyed  by  the 
enemy's  lire. 

"  I  ha'd  assisted  in  forming  the  infantry  composed  of  Elliott's 
company  of  the  19th  U.  S.  Regiment,  Butler's  Pittsburg  Blues, 

and  Alexander's  Pennsylvania  Riflemen,  and  ordered  them  to 
advance  to  the  brink  of  a  declivity  from  which  thev  cc^uld  more 
effectually  defend  themselves  and  harrass  the  eneniv  should  thev 
attempt  an  attack  on  that  line.  While  1  was  thus  engaged 
Maj.  Ball  rode  up  to  me  and  observed  diat  he  was  hard  pressed 
and  must  be  relieved.  I  galloped  immediately  to  the  left  wing 
with  the  intention  of  ordering  Capt.  Trotter**  troopS  tO  reinforce 
the  squadron,  but  was  there  informed  that  the  enemy  was  approaching 
in  that  direction,  and  believing  it  improper,  on  second  thought, 
to  detach  a  large  troop  from  that  line,  which  also  covered  an 
angle  of  the  camp,  I  determined  to  give  relief  from  the  infan- 
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try.   I  wheeled  my  horse   and   met   Maj.  McDowell,  who 

observed  that  the  spies  and  guards  under  Capt.  Patterson  Bam, 
consisting  of  ten  men   were   unemployed.    We  rode  to  them 
together  and  ordered  Capt.  Bain  to  the  support  of  the  squadron. 
Seven  of  them,  to-\vit:  James    Adrian,   \Villiam  Conner,  Silas 
McCullough,  James  Thompson,  James  Noggs,  John  Ruland  and 
Joseph  G.  McCleUand,  followed  their  brave  leader  and  rendered 
most  effectual  assistance.    I  then  ordered  Capt  Butler,  with  the 
Pittsburg  Blues,  to  repair  immediately  to  reinforce  the  squadron, 
and  Capts.  Elliott  and  Alexander  to  extend  to  the  right  and  left 
and  till   up   the   interval   occasioned  by   the  withdrawal  of  the 
Blues.    Capt  Butler  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  and  highly  worthj 
the  name  he  bears,  formed  his  men  immediately  and  in  excel- 
lent  order,  and  marched  them  to  the  point  to  which  he  wa£ 
ordered.    The  alacrity  with  which  he  formed  and  moved  was 
never   exceeded    by    any   troops   on    earth.    The    Blues  were 
scarcely  at  the  post  assigned  them  before  I  discovered  the  effect 
they  produced.    A  well  directed  fire  from  them  and  Hopkins' 
Dragoons  nearly  routed  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.   The  enemy 
then  moved  in  force  to  the  left  of  the  squadron  and  right  of 
the  infantry,  where  Capts,  Markle  and  Elliott's  companies  were 
posted.    Here  again  thev  were  warmlv  received.    At  this  time 
daylight  began  to  dawn.    I  then   ordered  Capt.  Trotter,  whose 
troops  had  been  ordered  by  Col.  Simrall  to  mount  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  make  a  charge.   The  Captain  called  to  his  troops  to 
follow  him  and  they  tilted  off  at  full  gallop.   •   «   «  Major 
McDowell,  with  a  small  party,  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the 
enemy  and  exposed  himself  very  much.    I  cannot  say  too  much 
for  this  gallant  veteran.    Capt.  Markle,  with  about  fifteen  of  his 
troops,  and  Lieut.  Warren  also  made  a  daring  charge  on  the 
enemy.    Capt.  Markle  avenged  the  death  of  his  relative,  Lieut 
Waltz,  upon  an  Indian  with  his  own  sword.   •   «    *  Fearing 
that  Capt  Trotter  might  be  U)o  hard  pressed,  I  ordered  Capt. 
Johnson,  of  the  Kentucky  Light  Dra^'oons,  to  advance  with  his 
troops  to   support  them.    Capt.  Johnson   did  not  join  Trotter 
until  the  enemy  was  out  of  reach.    The  cavalry  returned  and 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  fled  precipitately.    I  have  on 
this  occasion  to  lament  the  loss  of  several  brave  men.** 

The  battle  lasted  about  one  hour  and  resulted  in  a  loss  to 
the  whites  of  eight  killed  and  forty-two  wounded.  The  number 
of  horses  killed,  was,  according  to  one  of  the  colonels,  107. 
Fifteen  Indians  were  found  dead  upon  the  batde  field,  and  it 
was  estimated  by  Col.  Campbell  that  as  many  more  had  been 
carried  away  dead  or  mortally  wounded.  The  Indian  force  was 
estimated  at  300. 

The  account  of  this  battle  is  given  for  the  reason  that  a 
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large  number  of  the  Indians  engaged  were  from  Miami  County. 
The  scene  of  the  conflict  was  in  Grant  County,  at  a  command- 
ing point  on  the  Mississinewa  River.    It  is  probable  that  more  than 

half  the  nimiber  weri   from  Miami  County,  and  the  occurrence 

was  long  an  interesting  topic  to  those  that  linj^ered  here  after 
the  whites  had  become  tirmly  located.  The  acconi pain  ing  dia- 
gram of  the  battle  ground  is  given  as  an  interesting  feature. 

DIAGRAM  REPRESENTING  THK  PLAN  OF  ENCAMPMENT 
AND  THE  BATTLE  OF  MTSSTPSTN  KWA,  ON  THE* 
MORNING  OF  DEC.  It^u,  1812. 


AHEKirAN  KOIICK  ENOAOKD,  600  MEN;  LOSS,  8  KHJ-KI),  42  WOI  NUKD; 
107  UOaSBS  KILLED.     LNDIAN  U>Sti  NOT  lUtOWN.  KIFTEEN 

muD  WABBIOJI8  vonin>  oh  the  bjotim  vmux 
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CHAPTER  III. 

County  Organization — ^Acrs  op  the  LECisi^ATUEtB — Proceed- 
iN(;s  OP  the  County  Board — ^Pubuc  Buiuiings — Creation 
OF  Townships — County  Finances — ^Expenses  of  the  Poor 
— Wabash  and  Erie  Canal — ^Rail  Roads — Gravel  Roads 
— Medical  and  Agricultural  Socibtibs — Elections — 
County  Oppicbrs. 

MIAMI  COUNTY  became  a  distinct  political  organizatiofi 
on  the  I8t  day  of  March,  1834.  occupies  an  area  of 
384  square  miles  or  245,760  acres.  The  surface  is  level  or 
undulating,  except  along  the  course  of  the  Wabash  and  its  tribu- 
taries, the  banks  of  which  are  fringed  by  ranges  of  hills  prob- 
ably not  exceeding  an  average  altitude  of  one  hundred  feet.  The 
county  was  given  the  name  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  that  had  for 
so  many  years  owned  and  occu]Ned  the  territory. 

The  several  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  estabfishing  the 
new  county  and  fixing  its  boundaries  are  as  follows: 

A»  A(-r  EsTAHLISUINii  THE  Coi  NTY  OK  MlAMI.     AlM'U(>VED  FKBRirAKY  2,  1832. 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Oetural  AtaemHy  the  HUtU  of  Indinm^  That  from  and 
after  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  all  the  territory  included  within  the  followine 

bouiidti  tf)-wit :  BegintiiiiL'^  ;il  the  iiorfliwfst  coriuT  of  Sfction  5, 'I'ownsliip  of 
Ran^ce  5,  beina:  the  northwest  corner  of  Wabii^h  rounty:  thence  rH)uth  with  the  west- 
em  boondluyTine  of  waid  county  twenty-four  miles  to  the  north-west  corner  of  (irant 
County;  thence  auath  oLx  mllen:  thence  vest  to  a  point  due  aouth  of  range  line  divid- 
inir  townships  three  and  four,  east  of  second  principal  meridian  line:  thence  north 
from  hail!  r.uiu:*'  liiu'  to  a  point  due  west  from  the  place  of  txininniiiL'^:  thftice  ciist  to 
the  place  of  beginning:  shall  form  and  constitute  a  county  to  be  kuuwn  and  desig- 
nated by  the  name  of  the  Ooun^  of  MiamL 

A  StiBsBQtmsiT  Act.  Approvxd  Jamttaby  80, 1888. 

Be  it  furtlier  f'tiai  teil  \\y  the  (Jeneral  Assembly,  That  the  iHiutidaries  of  the 
County  of  Miami,  iis  ih'scriheil  iu  the  act  referred  to  in  the  foregoinjj,  l>e  and  they 
are  hereby  chauired  as  follows:  Beifinninj;  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Section  3, 
TowDahip  28DorUif  the  north-weat  comer  of  Wabaah  C\>unty,  runuiae  thence 
south  with  tiie  western  tioundary  of  said  county  twenty-four  ndies;  thence  from  the 
south-west  corner  of  the  County  Wabash,  east  four  mih  s  to  the  north  wpst  west 
corner  of  Grant  County;  thence' wmth  six  miles;  tii'-iu  c  west  fourteen  mih's;  thence 
north  with  the  range  "line  dtridiog  ranges  tliree  ami  lour  east  of  the  second  |)rinci- 
pal  meridian  thirty  miles;  thence  east  ten  miles  on  the  township  line  dividing  town- 
ships twMity-nlne  and  thir^,  to  the  place  of  be^nnlng. 

SvBBKqinBNT  Act.  Approvbo,  Jahitaby  8, 1884. 

Sm  inx  1.  /?,'  (7  Kiuirted  By  the  Gcnenil  .tx«,  /  /  f/.,  Sf,if,  of  Twliana, 
That  from  and  after  the  lirat  day  of  March,  next,  the  C  uuuty  of  Miami  shall  enjoy  the 
rights  and  Jurisdiction  wliich  to  separate  and  independent  countiea  do  or  may  pcop- 
eny  belong. 

8ec.  2.  That  Daniel  Harrow,  of  the  County  of  Putnam,  Smallwood  Noel,  of  the 
County  of  Allen,  .Iosej>li  Tatinan,  of  1h<'  ('ounly  of 'rippci  aiioe,  and  Ilarrv  Chase  and 
John  liaer,  of  the  County  of  Csirroll,  be  and  are  hereby  apjK>inted  Commlasionerts  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  tlie  permanent  seat  of  justice  of  sdid  Ooniity  of  Miami,  agiee- 


Digitized  by  Google 


COUNTY  ORGANIZATION, 


27* 


ably  to  the  provUons  of  an  act  to  efltHblish  the  seats  of  justice  in  new  counties.  The 
commissioners  or  a  majority  of  Uiem  shall  convene  at  the  house  of  Benj.  Scott  in 
aaid  county,  on  the  first  day  of  June  next  or  soon  thereafter  as  a  majority  sludl  / 
agree. 

*♦*♦**♦♦*** 

Sec.  4  The  circuit  ami  otJuT  court**  of  said  county  shall  he  h«'ld  at  the  hoiisie  of 
Benj.  II.  Scott, or  at  any  other  phu  e  in  ssiid  County  to  which  said  court  may  adjourn 
until  suitable  accommodations  can  be  liad  at  tlie  seat  of  justice  thereof,  after  which 
the  conrt  shall  be  held  at  tiie  ooonty  seat 

Sec.  5.  The  agent  who  shall  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  sale  of  lots 
at  the  county  sieat  of  said  Miami  County,  shall  reserve  ten  per  centum  out  of  the 
pnx-ccds  thereof,  and  also  ten  [ht  rentuui  out  of  all  donation>  to  said  i  ouuty,  and  pay 
the  same  over  to  8uch  person  or  persons  as  may  be  luwfuUy  appointed  to  receive  the 
same,  for  the  use  of  a  coun^  library  for  said  coanty. 

Sf.c.  6.  The  Board  doing  county  business,  when  elected  and  qualifiedj  may 
hold  special  sessions  not  exceeding  three  duriujf  the  first  year  after  the  organization 
of  said  county,  and  sh;Ul  appoint  a  lister  and  make  out  all  ne<  ess:iry  appointments, 
and  do  and  t>erform  all  other  necessary  business  which  might  have  heeu  necessaiy  to- 
be  performed  at  any  (^er  refiralar  smbIoq,  and  take  all  necessary  steps  to  collect  the 
State  and  County  revenue. 

Sbc.  7.  The  territory  includeci  in  the  following,  hoimdary  to  ^\  it:  Hegiuning  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  County  of  Miami,  runninL'  thince  west  twn  miles:  thenco 
north  with  the  section  lines,  thirty  (SU)  miles  to  the  north-ea.st  of  Section  H,  in  Town- 
ship 29.  Rangi^  8;  thence  east  two  miles  on  the  line  dividing  Townships  29  and  80,  to- 
the  north-west  comer  of  the  County  of  Miami  (being  a  |H»rtion  of  the  territory  now 
belonging  to  the  County  of  Cuss),  bhall  be  and  is  hereby  attiiched  to  the  County  of 
Miami,  and  shall  liereaVter  coDsotiite  and  form  a  part  and  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  said  County  of  MiamL 

Sec.  8.  f  he  terrltoiy  shall  lje  attju:hed  lo  the  el|^  jadldal  cbcnit  of  this- 
State  for  Judicial  parpoaes,  and  to  the  County  of  Cass  for  representative  purposes. 

First  term  of  commissioners  court  held  in  Miami  County 
was  at  the  house  of  John  ^cGregor  in  Afiambpbrt,  on  Wednes- 
day the  3rd  day  of  June,  1834.  "^'""^  members  of  the  board, 
Alexander  Jaiiii-son,  John  Miller  and  John  Cruid.son  were  for- 
mally qualitied  by  the  Sheriff,  after  whicli  they  appointed  Ben- 
jamin H.  Scott  clerk  pro-tem.  The  first  business  of  the  board 
was  the  appointment  of  Wm.  M.  Reyburn,  County  Agent,  and 
Abncr  Overman,  County  Treasurer.  Petitions  were  then  read 
praying  the  honorable  board  to  <^ranl  a  license  to  Nathan  Mc- 
Guire  and  William  Thompson  to  vend  foreign  merchandise  at 
Miamisport.  After  some  deliberation  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
was  granted,  and  the  rate  for  such  license  fixe<l  at  $12.50.  The 
second  day's  se^ion  was  held  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  H. 
Scott.  The  prindpal  business  was  the  division  of  the  county  into 
two  township.s,  viz:  Peru  and  Jefferson  with  boundaries  as  else- 
where described.  An  election  for  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
the  township  was  ordered  held  in  the  former  at  the  hotise  of 

'  •   on  Saturday,  the  2ist  day  of  Jiuie,  and  in  the 

latter  at  the  house  of  Widow  Wilkinson  on  the  same  day.  The 
board  then  appointed  William  Bain  inspector  of  election,  and 
John  Plaster,  Constable  for  Jefferson  Township,  and  William 
Coats  inspector  of  elections  and  James  Petty,  Constable  for  Peru 
Township.  ' 
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The  first  money  paid  into  the  treasury  was  $25,  for  a  license  to 
vend  nil  i  cliandise  at  Miamisport  and  the  first  allowance  made 
by  the  board  was  two  dollars  per  day  each  for  their  services  as 
Commissioners.  Lewis  Drouillard  Avas  assessed  $5.  for  the 
privilege  of  operatini'  a  ferry  on  the  Wabash  River  opposite 
his  store  (wherever  uat  may  have  been),  for  which  the  follow- 
ing rate  was  fixed:  Each  person,  6j{  cts.,  man  and  horse  25  cts. 
each  wagon,  50  cts.  each  horse  or  ox  attached  to  w  agon,  12^ 
cts.  Each  hog  or  sheep,  3  cts.,  all  children  under  twelve  years 
of  age  attached  to  the  family  to  pa.ss  free  of  charge.  The  first 
country  road  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  September,  1834  and 
was  described  as  beginning  at  a  stake  at  the  foot  of  a  h^  near 
an  old  elm  tree  in  .section  20,  Township  27,  range  4,  and  run- 
ning to  the  town  of  Mexico.  This  was  deemed  bv  the  \  ie\\  ers 
to  be  of  public  utility  and  therefore  declared  a  public  high\va\-. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  June  19th  the  first  Grand  and 
Petit  Juries  were  selected  and  was  composed  of  the  following 
xatizens:  Grand  Jury — ^Zephaniah  Wade,  George  W.  Holman, 
Jacob  Linsee,  Abner.  Overman,  William  Coats,  John  Hoover, 
Joseph  Clvmer,  Aaron  Rhenberger,  Ira  Evans,  John  Plaster, 
John  M.  Jackson  and  William  N.  Hood.  Petit  Jui\ — George 
Townsend,  John  Wiseman,  J.  T.  Liston,  Wm.  M.  Reyburn,  Robert 
Wade,  Richard  Rausford,  Isaac  Marquiss,  Isaac  Stewart,  John 
Ray.  Wm.  Wilkerson,  Jolm  Smith,  Joseph  C.  Taylor,  Wm.  Can- 
non, Stewart  Forgy.  Alexander  Jamtjson,  Joseph  B.  Campbell, 
Walter  D.  Nesbit,  Ratliff  Wilkerson,  John  Saunders,  Nathaniel 
McGuire  and  Jesse  Wilkerson. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  met  at  the  house 
of  Benjamin  H.  Sett,  in  Miamisport,  scmietime  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1834.  No  report  of  their  proceedings  was  recorded  and 
if  filed  was  doubtless  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  1843.  It  is 
known  however,  that  in  consideration  of  the  donation  of  ground 
for  a  public  s<^uare  and  the  erection  of  a  court  house  and  jail 
by  tlu  proprietor,  the  county  seat  was  located  at  its  present 
Site.  The  court  house  was  not  completed  until  1843  and  court 
was  held  in  consequence  at  private  residences  and  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

In  June  of  the  same  year  William  Reyburn  w^as  appointed 
■County  Agent.  The  principal  duty  of  said  officer  was  to 
superintend  the  sale  of  lots,  receive  donation  money  and  dispose 
of  funds  as  directed  bv  board  of  commissioners.  The  school 
commissioner,  road  commissioner,  tax  collector  and  suri^lus  reve- 
nue agent  were  othces  that  have  long  since  been  disposed  oL 

£1  the  spring  of  1835  the  offices  were  removed  to  Peru. 
A  tax  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  centum  was  levied  on  each 
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town  lot  in  Miami  County,  eiglity  cents  on  every  hundred  acres- 
of  first  rate  land,  sixty  cents  on  eveiy  hundred  acres  of  second 
rate  land,  and  forty  cents  on  every  hundred  acres  of  third  rate 
land;  polls,  tifty  cents;  work  oxen,  per  pair,  filtty  cents;  pleasure 
carriages,  fifty  cents;  watches,  fifty  cents. 

PuhUr  Buif(ii)i{y$. — At  the  March  term  of  Commissioncr's- 
Court  1835,  it  was  ordered  that  a  county  jail  be  built  on  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  public  sauare,  and  a  court  house  in  the 
center  of  said  square.  Plans  and  specifications  were  accordingly 
adopted  for  the  erection  of  a  court  house.  The  plans  provided 
for  a  brick  building  fort\'  feet  square,  and  two  stories  high  with 
a  stone  foundation.  The  building  was  substantially  built,  con- 
veniently arranged,  and,  at  that  time  was  considered  a  very 
credible  structure.  The  house  was  built  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  town  of  Peru.  Samuel  McClure  was  the  contractor  in  con- 
sideration of  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  its  present  site, 
and  it  was  accepted  by  the  Commissioners  in  1843.  The  house 
had  been  used  but  a  short  time  when  it  was,  with  all  the 
records,  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  March  16, 
1843. 

Second  Building. — ^AprU  the  7th,  1843,  it  was  ordered  by 
the  Board  that  a  fire  proof  building  be  erected  for  the  county 

offices  and  the  safe  keeping  of  the  records.  In  furtherance  of 
such  orders,  Samuel  Glass  and  James  DcFrees  were  appointed 
to  advertise  and  recieve  bids  for  the  construction  of  said  build- 
ing according  to  the  following  specifications:  To  be  16x45  feet, 
built  of  brick  with  stone  fourudation,  and,  when  completed,  to  be 
divided  into  three  rooms  of  suitable  dimensions  for  an  auditor*^ 
ofTice.  a  clerk's  office  and  a  treasurer's  ofTice.  The  contract  was 
purchased  by  George  W.  Goodrich  for  the  sum  of  $769.00,  to- 
be  paid  in  two  equal  installments,  the  first  to  become  due  on 
the  first  of  June,  1844,  and  the  second  in  one  year  after  that 
date. 

In  June  1848,  the  Commissioners  contracted  with  George 
Goodrich  for  the  erection  of  a  rt'cordor's  otfice.  dimensions  i6\-2a 
feet.  The  site  of  said  building  was  near  the  clerk's  office,  in 
the  public  square. 

The  first  jail  was  a  small  \oz  building  erected  by  Matthew 
Fenimore  on  the  northeast  comer  01  the  puUic  square,  and,  although 
bnOt  of  logs  and  containing  no  iron  cells,  it  was  simSdendy  substantial 
to  retain  the  prisoners,  who  at  that  time,  were  uneducated  in 
crime.  This  old  building  answered  the  purpose  of  the  county 
until  1852  when  it  was  destroyed  bv  fire.  The  present  building 
was  completed  September  1858.  Nathan  Crawford,  of  Hancock 
County,  watf  the  contractor.  The  contract  was  purchased  for 
$39»6oo,  but  owing  to  a  few  changes  in  the  original  plans  and 
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speciHcations  the  cost  was  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  con- 
tract price.  The  building  is  60x80  feet,  four  stories  high,  includ- 
ing the  basement,  and  is  of  the  **  Norman  Castle""  style  of  archi- 
tecture. The  basenifnt  is  usfd  for  a  jail:  on  the  first  floor  are 
the  Clerk,  Recorder,  Treasurer  and  Auditor's  offices.  Each  of 
these  otiices  is  provided  with  a  fire-proof  vault  in  which  the 
records  and  papers  are  kept.  On  the  second  floor  is  the  court 
room;  the  third  floor  is  unoccupied. 

Orgunigation  of  Townships. — During  the  first  term  of  CommiS* 
sioners  Court,  which  was  held  at  Miamisport,  June  1834,  the  County 
was  divided  into  two  townships  by  commencing  at  the  east  line 
of  the  county  and  running  on  the  line  dividing  Sections  22  and 
15  to  the  west  line  of  the  county,  the  township  north  of  said 
Une  to  be  known  and  designated  as  Jefferson  township,  the  one 
south  to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  Peru  township. 

Perry  Township. — Beginning  at  the  southeast  comer  of 
Section  34,  Township  29,  north  Range  5  east;  thence  west  west 
to  the  county  line;  thence  north  to  the  northw^est  corner  of  said 
county;  thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Union  Tawmkip  was  organized  November  7,  1837,  with 
the  following  boundaries:  Beginning  at  the  northwest  comer  of 
Section  4,  Township  29,  Range  4  east;  thence  west  five  miles 
to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county;  thence  south  nine  miles  to 
the  southwest  corner  of  Section  14,  Township  28,  Ran^^e  3  east; 
thence  six  miles  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Section  15  of  the 
same  township;  thence  north  three  miles  to  the  northeast  comer 
of  Section  3,  Township  28^  Range  4  east;  thence  west  one  mite 
to  the  northwest  comer  of  Section  last  named;  thence  north  six 
miles  to  place  of  beginninf]^. 

Richland  Tozvtishipy  organized  November  7,  1837,  with  the 
following  boundary:  Commencing  at  the  northeast  comer  Sec- 
tion 3,  m  Township  28,  Range  5  east;  thence  west  six  ndles  to 
the  northwest  comer  of  Section  2,  Township  28,  Range  4  east; 
thence  south  six  miles  to  the  soudiwest  comer  of  Section  35, 
Township  28.  Range  4;  thence  east  six  miles  to  southeast  comer  of 
Section  34,  Township  28,  Range  5  east;  theace  north  on  the 
county  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

jefferwtt  Townships  re-organized  and  with  the  following 
boundary:  Commencing  at  the  northeast  comer  of  Section  22, 
Township  28,  Range  4  east;  thence  west  to  the  northwest  cor^ 
ner  of  Section  23,  Township  28.  Range  3  east;  thence  south  on 
the  county  line  fo  the  center  of  Section  14,  Township  27,  Range 
3  east:  thence  west  six  miles  to  the  Une  dividing  Sections  14  and 
15  of  Township  27,  Range  4  east;  thence  north  on  the  section 
line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ordered^  That  on  and  alter  this  date  all  the  territory  lying 
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east  of  Jefferson  and  south  of  Richland  Townships,  included  in 
the  following  boundary,  be  attadied  to  and  form  a  part  of  Peru 
Township:   Commencing  at  the  northeast  comer  of  Section  3, 

Township  27,  Range  5  east;  thence  west  to  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Section  2,  Township  27,  Range  4  east;  thence  south  on 
the  line  of  Sections  2  and  3  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  county 
line;  thence  on  said  line  north  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Black  Hawk  mid £ri€  Townships. — On  a  petition  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  eastern  porton  of  Peru  Township,  the  following  described 
territory  was  organized  into  the  first  named  township:  All 
that  portion  of  the  territory  of  Peru  Township  lying  east  of  the 
recently  established  Range  line  and  entirely  east  of  the  Wabash 
County  line,  form  and  constitute  said  new  township.  Two  years 
later,  September  1847,  the  name  of  said  Black  Hawk  Township, 
was  changed  to  that  of  Erie. 

Lake  Township.— Th^  following  described  territory  was 
organized  into  the  above  named  township,  June  7,  18^2,  Com- 
mencing at  .the  northeast  comer  of  Rfiami  Comity  m  Section 
12;  thence  west  with  said  Section  line  and  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  coun^,  to  the  northwest  comer  of  said  county  of 
Miami  on  Section  19;  thence  south  with  the  Section  line,  and 
western  boundary  of  this  portion  of  said  county,  to  the  south- 
west corner  of  Section  31;  thence  east  with  the  Section  line 
between  Townships  29  and  30  Range  5  to  the  center  of  Section 
five  on  said  line;  thence'  south  through  said  Section  5.  Town- 
ships 29  and  30,  Range  5  to  the  center  of  Section  five  on  said 
line:  thence  south  through  said  Section  5,  Township  29,  Range 
5,  to  the  line  between  said  Section  5  and  8,  Township  29,  Range 

5,  thence  east  with  the  Section  line  to  southeast  comer  of  Sec- 
tion 3,  thence  north  with  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  County 
of  Miami  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Washing-ion   Township   was  organized  and  laid    out  June 

6,  1843.  and  bounded  as  follows,  to-\vit, :  Commencing  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Township  26,  Range  4,  east,  thence  west  on 
said  north  line  of  Township  26,  until  it  intersects  the  Godfrey 
Reserve  No.  7 ;  thence  soudi  'with  said  reserve  to  the  southeast 
comer  thereof;  thence  west  along  the  southern  line  of  said 
reserv'e  to  the  Godfroy  Reserve  No  8;  thence  south  to  the 
southeast  comer  of  said  reserve:  thence  west  on  the  south  line 
of  said  reserve  to  the  Northwest  corner  of  Section  4,  Township 
26,  Range  4,  thence  sOuth  on  the  section  line  to  Indian  boundary; 
thence  east  to  the  southwest  corner  of  UutU  r  Township,  thence 
north  on  the  west  line  of  said  Butler  Township  and  the  range 
line  to  the  place  of  bei^iiinini;. 

It  was  further  ordered   liiat  the  boundary  line  of  Butler, 
Washington  and  Pipe  Creek  Town^ps  be  extended  to  the 
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southern  line  of  the  county  and  have  juriadictioa  over  said  ter- 
ritory for  township  purposes. 

About  the  same  date  the  Wabash  River  was  made  the 

northern  boundary  of  Butler  Township. 

Deer  Creek  Township  was  organized  September  i,  1845  and 
bounded  as  follows:  Commendng  at  the  northwest  comer  of 
Section  2,  Township  25*  Range  3 ;  thence  east  to  the  northeast 
comer  of  Section  5,  Township  25,  Range  4;  thence  south  to  the 
southern  boundan,'  of  Miami  County:  thence  west  to  the  south- 
west comer  of  said  county;  thence  north  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. 

yackson  Township  was  organised  September  2,  1845  and 

bounded  as  follows:  Commencing  at  the  northwest  comer  of 
Section  2,  Tow^nship  25,  Range  5  ;  Thence  east  to  the  northeast 
corner  of  section  5,  Township  25,  Range  6;  thence  south  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  county;  west  to  the  southwest  corner  of 
section  35,  Township  25,  Range  5;  thence  north  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

Clay  Townskip  was  organized  March  3,  1846,  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Section  4,  Township  25, 
Range  4,  it  being  the  northeast  corner  of  Deer  Creek  Town- 
ship; thence  east  with  the  Congressional,  to  the  northeast  comer 
of  Section  i,  Township  25,  Range  4;  thence  south  with  the  Range 
line  dividing  Ranges  4  and  5  east  to  comer  of  said  Congression- 
al Township,  on  the  south  line  of  Miami  County ;  thence  west 
with  the  county  lint*  to  the  southeast  comer  of  Deer  Creek 
Township,  at  the  soulluvest  corner  of  Section  33,  Township  25f 
Range  4;  thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

harrison  Towmhip  was  organized  September  8,  1846,  and 
is  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the  southeast  comer  of 
Section  3,  Township  25,  Range  5;  thence  west  to  the  range 
line  dividing  ranges  4  and  5,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Section 
6;  thence  south  on  said  range  line  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
Miami  County,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  section  31,  Township 

25,  Range  5;  thence  east  with  the  southern  boundary  aforesaid, 
to  the  southeast  comer  of  section  34,  Township  and  range  afore- 
said, thence  north  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ordered,  that  Sections  3,  10  and  15,  Township  28  north, 
Range  4  east,  be  detached  from  Union  Township  and  be  attached 
to  and  form  a  part  of  Richland  Township. 

Butler  Taumship  was  organized  September  the  ist,  1S41, 
and  bounded  as  follows:  Commencing  at  a  point  where  a  north 
line  of  Township  26,  nortli  Range  5  east  intersects  the  line 
between  Miami  and.  Wabash  Counties:  thence  west  on  the  line 
of  Townships  26  and  27  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Township 

26,  Range  5;  thence  south  with  said  Townsliip  line  to  the  south- 
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west  corner  of  said  Township  26,  Range  5;  thence  east  with 
the  south  line  of  said  Township  to  the  boundary  line  between 
Miami  and  Wabash  Counties;  thence  north  with  said  boundar}- 
line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  being  all  of  said  Township  26, 
Range  5,  which  Hes  in  Miami  County. 

Allen  Township  was  organized  September  6th,  1859, 
bounded  as  follow  s :  Beginning  at  the  half-mile  on  the  west  side 
of  Section  26,  Township  29,  Range  3;  thence  north  on  the  line 
dividing  the  Counties  of  Miami  and  Cass  and  Fulton  to  the  line 
dividing  Townships  29  and  30  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Section 
2,  Township  29,  Range  3;  thence  east  with  the  line  dividing 
the  Counties  of  Miami  and  FultcMi  to  the  present  line  dividing 
the  Townships  of  Union  and  Perry  to  the  northeast  corner  of 
Section  4,  Township  29,  Range  4:  thence  south  with  the  line 
*  dividing  the  said  Townships  of  Union  and  Perry  to  a  center 
point  on  the  east  line  of  Section  28,  Tow  nship  29,  Range  4:  ihence 
west  with  the  line  dividing  Sections  29  and  30,  Township  29,  Range 
4,  and  Sections  25  and  26  Township  29,  Range  3,  to  the  place  of 
beginning.  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  Township  of 
Union,  from  which  said  Township  of  Allen  is  taken,  retain  its 
original  name — Union— and  that  the  original  lines  now  bounding  it 
continue  to  be  its  boundary,  except  liiat  the  above  line  separating 
the  Townships  of  AUen  and  Union  shall  be  the  north  boundary  of 
the  Township  of  Union. 

The  following  are  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
county  for  each  fiscal  year  since  1843: 


Date.  ReeeiplB.  Expendltnres. 

  $4,4:8  00  |t,780  80 

1H44   4,662  U  5^866  34 

1845   6,0<W  84  6,6l7  20 

1S4«   r,.!M5'>  48  7,275  75 

1S4T   7,712  05  7.5(;2  <Ki 

IMS.....   H,74S  27  7,17:J  ..'7 

l*iU   I^mt  00  »,»24  17 

18R0   10,719  78  10,906  78 

1851   11.24!)  h:j  8,444  14 

1852   16,f<5ri  49  .  11,820  35 

1H53   18,280  51  ■  15.H05  21 

1854   21.849  08  16,740  20 

1855   W.fm  40  M,25«  05 

'18BS   •10,702  80  27.690  18 

1857   ol,.V.U  10  28.8(ifi  OS 

1m:,S   :J2.S42  87  25.!t7<!  52 

1850   42,s7!>  91     '  86,211  46 

l^no   :57,O05  76  8«M39  41 

IHfJl   ;I5.475  SH  3:{,<i5!>  41 

1862   .SMS»4  li7  80,14*i  59 

1868  ;   36,965  29  89,184  24 

1S«4   5r»,32i)  59  4«,321»  59 

18fi5   S3,512  58  f53.1  10  21 

isii6  153.50(;  m  iio.tnn  45 

1867  180,825  76  1  4,809  20 

S 
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IHliS  11(1,15(4  73  l()l,i>.j2  H7 

1S(!<)  l(l.V{47  47  "    101,47»J  114 

ia70                                                 87,862  15  83.009  59 

lOTl  >                                     78.131  40  72,754  48 

1878  ,           i)3.:il7  04  7s,)i:)0  04 

lOTS  10iMi41  12  bl,012  OG 

1874  100.815  07  86,278  90 

1875  l(n».804  39  88,500  m 

1876  11 7,827  55  1 1 0,r,  i  O  53 

1877                                                 78,058  77  T.s.tJTO  85 

1878                                                  86,776  00  83,691  28 

1879                                              72,088  84  55,806  80 

1880  105.723  12  {>0.5S|  83 

1881                                                     89,04!)  43  74.5(15  37 

1882  222,553  13  lti7,511  73 

1888  202,035  99  149,081  50 

18W  847,455  78  282,100  68 

1885                                                  2«1,231  41  1»0,751  44 

1886  17l,74!l  80  13l»,!)45  93 

Followin;^  is  a  statement  of  taxes  to<^^et)ier  with  the  amount 
of  taxable  property  in  the  county  for  each  decade  since  the  cre- 
ation of  die  county. 

Date.                 Pol).                 Tcntal  Taxablea  Total  lluM. 

1841                    559                  I  401,354  f    3,933  42 

1850                1,851                    977,270  16,200  20 

1860               8,600                 4,365,768  80,896  48 

1870                 8)878                   5,340.505  nf.,595  75 

1880                4»06»                  7,358,540  135,877  24 


Poor.— To  properly  care  for  the  irtdigent  of  the  county  was 
a  matter  that  called  for  attention  from  those  in  whose  hands  the 
public  affairs  had  been  intrusted,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
county's  existence.  At  the  first  term  of  commissioners  court 
William  N.  Hood  and  William  M.  Reybum  were  appointed 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Peru  Township.  It  was  the  duty  of 
these  overse(M-s  to  look  after  the  needy  of  their  respective  Town- 
ships. Tlic  chiUlrt-n  were  '-bound  out"  while  the  adults  were 
*'farined  out"  to  tlie  person  who  would  properly  care  for  Uieni 
and  pay  the  highest  price  for  their  services.  Those  who  by 
indolence  and  prodigality,  had  been  thrown  upon  the  public  for 
support,  found  the  system  very  objectionable,  and  finding  that 
thev  would  be  compelled  to  work  for  those  to  whom  their  labor 
had  been  sold,  they  would  refuse  to  accept  the  ehariiies  of  the 
public  and  dexise  some  other  means  of  Hvely-hood.  For  those 
unfortunates  who  had  properly  became  objects' of  charity  the  system 
not  unfrequently  worked  a  hardship.  A  County  Asylum  was  soon 
provided  and  the  old  method  abandoned. 

Poor  Farm. — In  May,  1835.  ^'^  order  was  made  by  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  authori/.ing  William  N.  Hood  to  purchase  for 
the  location  of  a  county  poor  asylum,  the  northeast  fraction  of  Sec- 
tion 3,  Township  27,  Range  4.   The  county  paid  for  said  land 
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$20.80.  From  the  experience  of  other  counties  it  had  become  a 
woll  established  fart  that  (he  poor  of  each  county  could  be  better 
provided  for  and  more  cheaply  kept  in  an  asvluni  provided  for  that 
purpose  than  under  the  old  system  of  township  overseers.  The 
Board,  in  acconlance  with  the  above  conclusion,  appointed  I.  M. 
DeFreesand  Samuel  Glass  to  contract  for  the  erection  of  two 
houses  described  as  follows:  Houses  to  be  constructed  of  hewn 
logs,  12x8  inches,  the  buildinj^s  to  be  two  stories  high.  The  first 
story  to  be  8  feet.  6  inches  in  the  clear,  and  the  second  to  be  7  feet, 
6  inches  in  the  clear.  One  house  tq  be  26x18  feet,  and  the  other 
18  feet  square.  The  contract  provided  that  the  buildings  should  be 
placed  eigrht  feet  apart,  and  in  the  center  of  the  land  previously 
bought  b}  said  county.  The  contract  was  purchased  by  George 
W.  Meeks  for  the  sum  of  $365.00.  The  buildings  were  accepted 
b}'  the  Board  in  March,  1846,  and  a  superintendent  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  said  asylum  and  provide  for  the  wants  of  those  un- 
forttuiates  who  were  dependent  upon  the  charity  of  the  world  for 
support.  O.  E.  Noland  was  appointed  superintendent,  and  his  re- 
port for  the  first  year  showed  that  not  a  single  pauper  had  been 
sent  to  the  asvlum. 

After  several  years  the  provisions  were  found  to  be  inadequate, 
and  the  old  farm  was  sold  to  Charles  Petferman  for  $i,oo<^.o6,  and 
the  southwest  quarter  of  Section  3,  Township  26,  Range  4,  in 
Washington  Township,  containing  160  acres,  was  purchased  for  the 
sum  of  $6,400.00.  John  Clifton  was  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  house,  which  was  completed  and  accepted  July 
12,  1864. 

The  following  are  the  annual  expense  for  the  pwor  of  the  county 
for  the  dates  as  below  given: 

Datew  BxpenditoiM.     Date.  Expenditum. 

1845  $  810  80  18«e   2,812  84 

I84fi   506  35    IHiiT  »   ;5.8io  is 

1H47  ,   l.W  94    lNi8   aa'tl  ">« 

ms   490  65    lS(iy   5.831  00 

1U49   662  09    18*0   7.780  49 

185<»   8:«  78   1871   10.:«7  61 

isni   43.'»  10    1H7'2  6.:!(>J>  05 

1H.V,»   037  IH    lS7:i   ri.SSJ  .V.) 

ima   8(5.5  m  1H74   n,sr)«»  02 

1854   (J09  70    lH7r)   l,i]-24  S2 

laVi   2.:{'27  H2    187«   (iA.iS  44 

la^e   '-'.st!9  28  IS77   7o 

1867   1,854  71  1878   6.8:{<5  64 

1898   1,220  00  1879   5.181  14 

1850   1,602  63  1880   7.115  T;{ 

1800.   06i)  <»2  IHSl   (J,T44  71 

184il   l.(Mi2  73  1882.. »   7,7!t:)  lo 

1862   1,488  68  1888    8,971  61 

1868.   MOT  88  1884    0,112  14 

1864   2,13.')  65  1885   8,864  40 

1865   1,964  49  1886    8,470  91 
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The  Wahash  and  Erie  Canal. — To  the  early  and  rapid 
development  of  Miami  Coiintv,  this  Canal  conlribuled  very 
largely.  It  furni.siied  means  of  transportation  for  the  prodncts 
of  the  county,  which  would  of  necessity  have  been  dekued 
many  year.  In  regard  to  its  construction,  the  first  boat,  Ac., 
Hon.  John  A.  Graham  wrote  as  follows: 

WABASH  ft  EltIB  CAKAL,. 

'-From  the  letting  in  183^,  lliis  work  has  progressed  steadilv,. 
and  it  was  expected  that  the  division  from  Fort  Wayne  to  Peru 
would  be  open  for  the  navigation  of  boats  by  the  4th  of  July, 

1837. 

"Its  completion  was  an  important  event,  and  had  been  waited 
for  with  interest  and  anxiety.  Hence  the  Forcs-tcr  savs:  'Btfore 
12  oV-lock  of  that  day,  the  town  was  tilled  with  people  of  the 
county,  to  witness  the  grand  display  to  be  made  on  the  occasion. 
Unfortunately,  the  ^boats  did  not  arrive.  The  banks,  being  poms, 
absorbed  the  water  much  faster  than  was  anticipated. 

**P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  we -were  informed  that 
the  packet  boat  Indiana.  Capt.  Columbia,  had  arrived  at  the  head 
of  the  lock,  alx)ut  one  mile  above  town,  and  that  it  would  be 
impossible  tor  her  to  reach  the  basin  in  consequence  of  the 
canal  not  having  been  suflliciendy  fiUed  with  water  to  buoy  her 
up.*  The  Indiana  was  the  first  canal  boat,  freighted  with 
passengers  alone,  who  left  the  canal  boat  at  the  lock  above,  and 
came  down  to  town  during  the  evening,  where  they  were  most 
cordially  received  by  Mr.  Cooper,  proprietor  of  the  National 
Hotel  [northweiit  corner  of  Canal  and  Miami  Streets,  familiarly 
known  as  the  Stap;  Hotel  in  early  days  and  burned  down  some 
years  ago],  at  which  place  they  were  joined  b>  a  large  and 
respectable  party  "of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  a  few  turns  of 
the  -liuht  fantastic  toe,*  accompanied  with  music,  told  how  nmch 
the  company  were  gratified  at  the  long  expected  event.  Capt. 
Columbia  informs  us  he  will  make  another  trip  to  this  place 
next  week.' " 

CANAL  LAXD  OFFICE  ^LAND  SALES  **DOG." 

'•The  treaty  of  1834  was  not  ratified   bv  Gen.  Jackson,  on 
account  of  the  numerous  individual  reservations;  but  in  1837, 
the  bargain  was  struck  by  Martin  Van  Buren.    This  brought 
many  lands  within  the  canal  land  limits.    Chauncy  Carter  com- 
menced the  surveys  in  1838. 

'  I^arlv  in  the  spring  of  1840,  under  the  direction  of  \.  \..  Wil- 
liams, the  Canal  Commissioner,  these  lands  were  rated  and  booked> 
preparatory  to  the  public  sale  in  the  fall  of  184O. 

"John'^M.  Wilt,  Clerk  of  the  Land  Office  at  Fort  Wayne,  was. 
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engaged  in  selecting  and  rating  the  land  in  the  sprinu^  of  1840,  and 
ill  the  summer  the  safe  and  other  office  property-  was  removed  to 
Peru.  The  building  occupied  was  the  Wilson  row,  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Second  and  Miami  streets. 

**The  individual  reservaticHis  referred  to  interrupted  the  canal 
grant  of  even>'  alternative  five  miles  on  either  side,  in  lieu  of  this 
loss  the  state  was  allowed  to  select  from  any  unsold  government 
land  the  e<juivalent  in  quantity  of  what  she  was  deprived  of  by  these 
reservations.  These  selections  were  made  in  1844  and  a  public 
sale  of  them  took  place  in  the  Fall  of  the  same  year,  at  the  oilice, 
south  side  of  Second  street,  third  lot  from  Miami. 

"After  the  failure  of  the  internal  improvement  svstem,  large 
amounts  were  due  contractors  for  work  on  the  W.  &  E.  Canal, 
which  the  State  liad  no  means  to  pay.  These  amounts  were  at  tirst 
represented  by  certificates  of  indebtedness,  issued  to  the  contractors, 
on  yellow  paper,  which  had  a  limited  circulation  under  the  name  of 
"yellow  dog."  At  the  session  of  1840,  an  act  was  passed  by  which 
this  was  taken  up  and  a  iicatlv-en^raved  bill,  of  the  denomination  of 
ten  dollars,  and  afterw  arc!  of  tive  dollars,  issued  in  its  stead.  This 
was  made  receivable  for  interest,  and  subsequently  for  the  principal, 
due  on  canal  lands,  and  went  under  the  name  of  "white  dog."  It 
was  worth  from  forty  to  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar — a  disastrous 
value  for  the  contractor,  but  a  blessing  for  those  indebted  for  canal 
lands.  "Dog"  was  a  name  given  by  common  consent  to  corporate 
promises  to  pay  that  were  deemed  of  little  value.  In  the  linancial 
smash  of  1837,  Michigan  Bank  paper,  which  constituted  a  large 
share  of  the  currency,  was  called  "red  dog."  The  canal  furnished 
"yellow  dog,**  **white  dog,**  and  for  the  debts  west  of  Tippecanoe, 
<«blue  pup.' 

A  very  interesting  and  deeply  pathetic  episode  in  the  his- 
tor\-  of  the  early  settlement  of  that  portion  of  Miami  County  lying 
south  of  the  Wabash  River,  occurred  in  the  year  1847,  which  is 
deserving  of  a  more  detailed  notice  than  our  limits  will  permit: 

Nearly  half  a  century  ago,  shortly  after  its  acquisition  by 
the  Government,  the  territory  known  as  the  "Miami  Cessions," 
or  the  "Great  Miami  Indian  Reserve,"  began  to  be  settled  by 
a  sturdy,  honest  and  industrious  class  of  citizens  with  a  view  of 
making  it  their  permanent  home  bv  purchase  of  the  respective 
tracts  settled  upon.  In  view  of  the  extravagant  representation 
of  the  value  of  these  lands,  a  pre-emption  law  was  obtained 
with  great  difficulty  in  1845  at  the  increased  minimum  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  acre.  This  tract  of  land,  consisting  of 
thirty  miles  square,  containing  nine  hundred  .square  miles,  at  a 
former  treaty  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
been  reserved  by  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  and,  at  the  time 
referred  to,  had  only  recently  been  acquired  by  the  Federal 
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Government,  aiul.  for  the  reason  assigned,  had  become  cele- 
brated as  the  ])rospective  garden  of  the  State,"  and  in  view  of 
the  immense  value  attached  to  it.  Congress  refused  to  embrace 

it  within  its  pre-emption  laws  until  1845,  as  above  stated. 

The  years  1845  and  1846  will  be  remembered  bv  the  few 
remaining  fathers  who  came  to  the  wilds  of  Indiana  and  settled 
on  the  great  "  Miami  Indian  Reser\  e,"  as  years  of  unparalleled 
sickness,  suffering  and  destitution  throughout  the  Reserve. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  June  1847,  when  the  inhabitants  of 
this  territory  were  without  means  to  j^roourL'  the  necessaries  of 
life,  that  a  proclamation  of  TVesident  I'olk  for  the  immediate 
sale  of  these  lands  for  cash  down  came  upon  tliis  distressed  peo- 
ple, i  hey  sporilaneously  laid  aside  their  implements  of  hus- 
bandry and  congregated  together'*  at  the  town  of  Peru  for  the 
purpose  of  imploring  at  the  hands  of  the  Executive  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  sale.  There  were  gray-headed  men  there,  bowed, 
not  so  much  with  the  weight  of  years  as  by  excessive  toil  to 
acquire  a  home  in  the  wilderness  for  their  declining  vears.  who 
wrung  their  hands  and  cried,  "Alas,  too  late  to  begin  again.'* 

An  adjourned  meeting  was  held  on  the  lath  day  of  June, 
1S47,  to  pass  upon  petitions,  one  by  John  V.  Pettit,  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Senate,  one  by  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  a  member  of 
Congress  from  the  Grant  County  District,  and  one  by  James  B. 
Fulwiler,  of  Peru.  The  last  named  petition  was  adopted  bv  the 
meeting  unanimously,  and  a  responsible  and  trustworthy  person 
was  delegated  to  deliver  it  in  person  to  the  Pr(»tdent  himself, 
which  duty  was  faithfully  discharged,  and  the  sale  was  post- 
poned agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

This  petition,  which  was  instrumental  in  saving  the  homes  of 
some  1500  families  from  the  grasp  of  avarice,  should  be  perpet- 
uated, and,  as  it  more  fully  conveys  to  the  mind  of  the  reader 
the  exigencies  of  the  case,  we  give  it  in  full,  omitting  the  names 
of  the  signers: 

To  Era  BxcEULBKcr,  Jambs  K.  Pout, 

Fre$idetU  ef  the  Unittd  8Mm. 

Wp,  the  nniitTsiiined,  1k"l'  ri  spicttHlly  to  reprrsorit  tn  your  Kxcflh-ncy, 

that  we  lire  seUlerti  upon  Uie  luiidt*  Idiowu  tw  tbu  ">lia'iii  Cebnious,"'  in  Indiana;  that 
we  are  not  Ijrnonint  m  theextnto^linary  cost  of  thene  Innda  to  the  government,  main- 
ly owinL' to  cxtrrivMLMiit  rpprcHOiitatioiis  of  tht-lr  vnluf  l»y  (listin/iiislicd  nu'ii  wliose 
foot  prints  liiiw  iif\  i-r  trjickod  th*>  s'»il:  tliiit,  to  the  serious  preiijiKlire  urseUlers,  it  luw 
continued  to  Ik*  represented  MS  ininietiM'ly  valiuihle,  jind  surroun»led  I'V  a  liiirlily  de- 
veloped and  densely  poimlitted  country:  thus  creating  and  foatering  that  bitter  sec- 
tional pr.-djudlce  wnlrh  manifested  itself  In  ttnwonted  hoRtlllty  to  the  paMmge  of  the 
late  pre-«>inptiou  law.  That  ll:  ■  >  vi^pre^i'iitaticuis  liave  liei'ii  mad*' at  ratidmn  and 
witlioiit  a  knowled;re  of  the  1  (luiiii  V,  and  thai  (hi-  irupie->ioM>  wliic'h  pre\  ail>  ahroad 
in  re^^ard  to  the  worth  of  tlie  lands  is  Incorrert,  nni-t  sullu-iently  appear  l)y  reference 
to  map:>  and  tield  noteb  of  the  »ur\'eys.  Iniitead  of  meriting  the  reputation  of  Iteinc 
the  '^garden  of  the  Stale!,''  e  cognomen  gained  for  it  bgr  atrangws  to  its  quality  ana 
strangers  to  the  surrounding  countrj,  It  is,  in  fact,  a  body  of  oidlnaiy  land;  the 
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chotoe«t  portions  thereof  bBvin);  b«en  reserved     individual  Indiims  by  treaty  stipu- 

hitions,  and  f)H'<f',  foL'f'tlicr  with  mimtiorlc-s  trarts  seloff»'d  by  tlie  Statf  fof  canal 
purpoM'S,  oouiprix-  nearly  all  Uif  b<  st  laud  and  most  dcsiralilc  l<K-ations.  That  the 
adjacent  country,  instead  of  hoinir  den.sflv  populatt  d  and  valuaMf,  is,  in  truth,  spaq^^- 
ly  settled,  aud  iu  uoimproved  lands  will  »L-arL-t-ly  conuDund  the  minimuui  govern- 
ment price.  That  a  large  majority  of  tlie  pn  st  nt  occupants  of  this  territory  settled 
thereon  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  pre-<Mnptii)n  law,  knowing  that  in  thf  pvcnt  of  its 
becoming  Statt*  lan<l,  they  would  liave  llu'  benctit  of  »'asy  and  extended  payments, 
and  hoping.  shnuM  it  InH-ome  Federal  hmds,  that  their  imj)n)venient>,  in  cai^e  of 
their  inability  to  uurcliase,  would  not  be  taken  from  them  without  remuneration. 
Tliat,  ^re  it  pomble  to  blot  oat  these  Improvements  and  transform  the  conntry  in 
to  its  primeval  state,  the  condition  in  which  we  found  it,  our  honest  convictions  are 
tliat  not  one-half  the  tracts,  now  rendered  valuable  by  our  labor,  could  be  sold  at 
their  minimum  rate. 

Permit  us  further  to  represent,  that  the  numlK?r  of  families  occupying  this  ter- 
ritory, as  actual  settlers,  is  nearly  two  thousand,  the  value  of  whose  improvements 
will  probably  average  three  hundred  dollars  ewh,  and  of  this  number  not  more  than 
two  hundred  will  be  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the  l>enefit  of  the  late  pre-emp- 
tion law;  unlees  the  sale  shall  be  postponed  until  the  Fall  of  1848,  affbrdinfr  time  to 
reali/.e  tlie  pr<K-eeds  of  the  labor  of  ttie  jiresenf  and  succeeding  years.  Unless  the 
wale  sliall  l>e  thu.s  deferred,  the  ionseijueuces  will  be,  that  two  liundred  settlers  will 
Ik?  able  to  secure  eighty  acres  of  land  each,  wldch  will  bring  into  the  United  States 
Treasury  the  inconuderable  sum  of  30,000  dollars^  Eighteen  hundred  will  be  unable 
to  buy  and  must  necessarily  loee  S4O,00O  dollars  expended  in  improrements,  while 
llie  sale  of  thes«'  lands,  on  account  of  the  lmi>rovemcnt.s,  will  add  to  the  National  E.\- 
( he(juer  2N^.(>0<J  dollars,  selling  at  the  minimum  rate  of  two  doUara  per  acre,  which 
may  l*e  the  case,  when  the  settler  haa  not  the  means  to  compete  with  an  organized 
band  of  speculators. 

In  view  of  this  state  of  facts,  the  prm  lamatiou  of  Your  Excellency  designating 
so  earlv  a  day  for  the  sale  of  tliese  lands  has  given  rise  to  tlie  most  lively  emotions  of 
renvtin  the  breasts  of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  late  pre-emption  law  was  enacted, 
aim  we  have  spontaneously  laid  aside  oar  Implements  of  hnsbandary,  and  have  con- 
gregated toirether  for  the  purpose  of  implorin-r  at  tlie  hands  of  Your  Kxcelleiicy,  ;i 
postponement  of  this  sale.  \N'e  came  liere  as  pioneers  of  a  countr)'  usually  come,  in 
humble  circumstances,  many  of  us  have  larg^  families  claiming  support  at  our  hands, 
have  suffered  the  privations  incident  to  a  settlement  in  a  new  countiy,  onr  lalior  and 
the  products  therMf  have  been  absorbed  in  openinir  (»nr  fields  snd  erecting  our  cab- 
ins, and  the  general  sickness  which  h:\^  urevalled  to  a  fearful  extent  for  the  past  two 
years,  producing  an  incalculable  amount  of  human  sulTering  and  destitution,  hats 
•wept  away  the  means  that  otherwise  might  have  been  sparedto  secure  at  this  time 
oor  wildmieMi  liomieB— homes  which  are  dear  to  us,  not  on  aoooant  of  the  snpeiior- 
i^of  the  soil,  nor  In  view  of  their  desirable  localltiee,  but  becaase  we  have  reclaim- 
ed them  and  rendered  fliem  valuable  by  the  sweat  of  our  brows  because  of  our  la- 
bor, highways  of  communication  now  traverse  the  vast  wilds  where  a  short  time  ago 
the  trail  of  the  Indian  ventured  not  homes  rendered  dear  by  so<'ial  and  doniestic 
ties,  and  thrice  sitcred  as  the  burial  ground  of  departed  friends.  Yet,  if  this  appli- 
cation for  jvostponement  falls,  the  homes  of  eighteen  hundred  families  who  have  thus 
contributed  their  toil  and  tiea-ure  to  ri  luli  r  them  valii  il  !.',  'vlll  [la-- into  the  hands 
of  heartless  speculators,  and  these  families  will  become  houseless,  homeless,  dispir- 
ited wanderers  after  new  fields  of  labor  for  a  snbdstenoe. 

In  concluding  this  apjieal,  Your  Excellency  will  permit  us  to  say.  while  we  are 
sensible  that  no  ordin:u-y  circumstances,  at  this  crisis,  should  ha  allowed  to  checic  the 
flow  of  money  into  the  >iational 'ftessury,  w  e  at  the  same  time  feel  confident  tiiatthe 
voice  of  humanity,  though  it  comes  from  the  wilderness,  will  not  plead  in  vain. 

Therefore,  uf»  ask,  if  within  the  scope  of  Executive  discretion,  that  Your  Excel- 
lency may  rau-i'  ti  e  >ale  of  the  "Miami  Cessions"  to  Ix-  jioMponeil.  at  lea>t,  until  the 
Full  of  Iti^  or  until  after  the  next  congress  siiall  convene,  aud  your  petitioners  will 
ever  pray. 


Miami  Kbsbrts. 


June  lUt!i.  is; IT. 


Hat/  J\uads. — -January  19, 1846,  by  the  efforts  of  William  J.  Hoi- 
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man,,  the  Indianapolis  &  Peru  R.  R.  Company  was  incorporated. 
«In  the  election  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  Miami  County  was 
represetued  by  J.  T.  MiUer,  G,  S.  Fenimore,  William  Kesler,  R.  L. 

Britton,  W.  J.  Holman  and  N.  O.  Ross.  In  June  1849,  a  proposi- 
tion wjjs  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  count\-  asking  for  a  sub- 
scription of  $20,000  for  the  encouragement  of  the  project.  Thi« 
was  carried  by  a  huge  majoritv  of  the  taxpayers,  and  $10,000 
of  said  appropriation  was  immediately  borrowed  and  placed  hi  the 
hands  of  the  directors.  After  much  delay  and  many  appeals  to  the 
people  for  additional  help,  the  road  was  completed  to  Peri^in  the 
spring  of  1854.  road  was  afterward  extended  "to  Michii^an 

City,  and  is  now  known  as  the  Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chicago  R.  R. 
The  entire  len|[th  of  the  road  in  the  county  is  nearly  forty  miles,  and 
has  contributed  much  to  the  development  of  its  resources  and  added 
largely  to  its  material  prosperity. 

Another  project,  which  was  contemporaneous  with  tlie  fore- 
goini;,  and  in  which  the  people  of  Miami  County  were  much  inter- 
ested, provided  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Marion,  Ind., 
to  Chicago,  via  Peru.  The  company  was  incorporatdd  under  the 
name  of  the  Marion,  Peru  &  Chicago  Railroad  Company.  The 
object  of  the  sdieme  was  to  connect  with  another  proposed  route 
from  Marion  eastward  with  Cincinnati  the  terminal  point.  Thus 
the  two  great  trade  centers  would  have  been  connected  by  a  road  as 
practicable  as  any  that  has  since  been  constructed.  In  the  election 
of  officers  Mr.  James  B.  Fulwiler,  of  Peru  was  chosen  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  be  it  said  to  his  crediv  that  if  all  others  connected  with 
the  company  had  displayed  the  same  energy  and  zeal,  the  project 
would  not  have  failed.  The  following  account  of  the  project  is  in 
Mr.  Fulwiler's  own  words: 

"In  the  year  1853  a  company  was  organized  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Peru  to  Marion,  Grant  CounW,  Indiana, 
composed  of  nine  directors,  to- wit:  Judge  M.  G.  Mitchell,  of  Piqua, 
Ohio,  President;  James  B.  Fulwiler,  of  Peru,  Vice-President;  Ira 
Stanley.  N.  O.  Ross,  C.  S.  Ellis.  John  A.  Graham.  Jesse  Iliggins, 

L.  D.  Adkinson  and    Peirce,  of  Marion.    A  large  amount  of 

Stock  was  subscribed  by  substantial  men  along  the  valley  of  the 
Misdssinewa,  and  a  written  contract  was  entered  into  with  the 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Mississinewa  Valley  Railroad 
Company,  and  the  agents,  legally  appointed,  of  the  Columbus,  Piqua 
&  Indiana  Railroad  Company,  and  duly  adopted  and  continued  by 
the  respective  companies,  providing  for  a  perpetual  business  con- 
nection between  the  said  companies  at  Union  City,  on  the  State 
line,  of  such  a  character  as  to  fully  authorize  and  emj^ower  either  of 
said  parties  to  give  throu|fh  tickets  and  freight  bills  either  w  \\\  over 
the  several  roads;  providmg  for  a  uniform  gauge,  using  the  T  rail, 
and  for  the  erection  of  water  stations,  depots,  switches,  etc.  As 
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the  road  shall  then  be  completed  to  Peru,  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
the  Columbus  Company  agreed  to  put  upon  the  roacis  a  suffident 
amount  of  rolling  stock  for  the  business  of  the  same  as  soon  as  the 
•  road  should  be  compic  ted  in  parts  to  justify  it,  and  after  the  roacU 

are  completed,  the  said  Columbus  Company  shall  run  the  same  for 
ten  years  upon  tair  and  equitable  terms  to  be  a^n  eed  upon  bv  the 
parties  in  interest.  It  was  further  agreed,  upon  the  completion  of 
the  road,  that,  upon  the  election  of  either  company  to  consolidate 
the  stock,  it  shoiild  be  done,  and  that  the  stock  of  each  company 
should  be  put  in  at  its  fair  cash  value  at  that  time,  and  new  stock 
certificates  issued  for  the  same.  This  coiiti  a*.  t  was  to  be  binding 
upon  the  pai'ties  so  soon  as  confirmed  by  the  boauls  of  directors  of 
the /respective  companies,  and  certified  copies  ot  this  resolution, 
under  seal,  were  interchanged  between  them. 

This  secured  to  Peru  the  certainty  of  the  road,  and  }.  B.  Ful- 
wiler  and  Jesse  Higgins,  who  were  instrumental  in  accomplishing 
these  perpetual  connections  upon  which  depended  the  successful 
negotiations  of  their  bond,  returned  to  Peru  from  Marion.  Grant 
County,  where  the  representatives  ot  the  various  roads  had  con- 
vened, flushed  with  victory  over  the  combined  wealth  and  talent  of 
Logansport,  only  to  find,  to  their  mortification,  that  the  directory  of 
the  Union,  Peru  &  Chicago  Railroad  Company  had,  during  their 
absence,  been  beguiled  by  two  adventurers,  representing  themselves 
as  railroad  men  and  capitalists,  into  a  consolidation  with  another 
road  from  Peru  to  Chicago,  and  changing  the  eastern  direction  from 
Peru  to  a  southern  route  by  way  ^f  Cambridge  City,  the  home  of 
one  of  thi'  adventurers. 

Thus  Peru  lost  the  benefit  of  contracts  with  the  Marion  & 
Mississinewa  Valley  Railroad  Company  and  Columbus,  Piqua  & 
Indiana  Railroad  Company  (by  which  the  construction  of  the  road 
from  Peru  to  Marion  was  assured),  as  assurance  had  been  given 
the  Union,  Peru  St  Chk*ago  Company  by  certain  New  York  capi- 
talists that,  w  ith  the  above  connection*  duly  and  legally  entered  into 
they  would  furnish  sufficient  means  for  the  construction  of  tflC  tOad 
upon  the  bonds  of  the  company.'* 

Toledo  &  Wabash. — The  first  encouragement  given  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  line  was  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Logansport, 
June  23,  1852.  The  road  was  completed  between  Peru  and 
Logansport  in  1856.  It  is  now  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific,  with  its  termini  at  St.  Louis  and 
Toledo.  This  road,  like  all  other  public  enterprises,  received  the 
financial  encouragement  of  the  people  of  Miami  County,  who  have 
always  showed  their  liberality  by  their  support  of  every  movement 
tending  toward  public  good. 

Pan  Handtcy  or  Inttsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis,  was  built 
through  the  county  about  the  year  1867.   This  affords  the  people 
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of  the  southern  portion  of  the  coun^  the  means  of  transporting  their 
products  direct  to  Chicago  and  Cincinnati,  and  reaching  the  best 

markets  of  the  country.  Se\  eral  prosperous  towns  have  been  built 
along  the  line  of  this  road,  which  adds  much  to  the  wealth  of  the 
county. 

The  Ed  Jiivcr  Road  was  completed  through  the  county  — — 

 .    It  entered  the  county  from  the  west,  in  tlie  Section  8, 

Township  27,  Range  3;  thence  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  Mex- 
ico and  Denver;  thence  east  through  Chili  to  the  eastern  limits  of 
the  county.  While  the  line  is  not  so  successfully  operated  as  other 
roads  of  the  counlv,  yet  tiie  benefits  to  this  section  of  the  coiintv 
have  been  incalculable.  This  road  traverses  the  county  a  total  dis- 
tance of  about  seventeen  miles. 

Gravel  Roads, — ^During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been 
great]  improvement  in  the  matter  of  public  highways.  In  various 
parts  of  the  county'  gravel  roads  have  been  made,  and  perhaps 
nothing  contributes  more  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  a  commun- 
ity than  good  highways. 

The  following  table  gives  the  date  of  the  establishing  of  the 
several  roads,  together  with  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  roads, 
including  interest  on  the  bonds  and  all  other  expense  up  to  the  time 
they  are  to  be  paid  for  in  full: 

I860.   Slirork    Washington  and  Cluy  Tn\Mi^tiil>s   $  31.000  SO 

"      .MilltT    Harrison,  and  a  little  in  .lut-ksou  Twp..  ;J0 

"      iM«rsli—Butk'r  and  II iirrison  Townships   28,'240  08 

"      Ellis    in  Pipe  ("reek  Township   18,478  85 

«      Duckwall    in  IM|w  (  reek  T«>\vuship   6,785  82 

Ikllard    in.Iiu  ksnn  Township   28,4«JT  70 

1888.   Cole-^in  Washinf^oii  Townsliip   7,107  18 

Zehrlop-  in  Deer  Creek  Township   10,1M  44 

•*     Phclp>    in  (  lay,  and  part  in  Deer  Creek  Twp..  Ilj4l06 

•*     Squirrel  Village    in  I*ipe  Creek  Townsliip   b,l73  57 

I88S.         and  Stnwtawn— in  Wasliingtoo  Townsliip.  7,000  00 

All  free. 

The  toll  roads  are:  Peru  &  Mexico  Turnpike  Company, 
Peru  &  Chili  Turnpike  Company,  Peru  &  Paw  Paw  Turnpike 
Compan\-,  Peru  &  Mississinewa  Turnpike  Company,  Peru  &  Santa 
Fe  i'urnpike  Company.  There  are  no  reliable  statistics  at  hand 
showing  the  cost  of  these,  as  they  are  private  property. 

Afedical  Society, — The  Miami  County  Medical  Society  was  or- 
ganized, and  articles  of  association  filed  January  3, 1875.  The  object 
of  the  society  as  set  forth  in  the  article  of  association,  are  to 
advance  medical  kn(»wli(l<^e,  improve  the  health  and  protert  the 
li\  i  s  of  ihe  coinnuiniu ,  and  elevate  the  professional  charactiT  of  its 
members.  Any  regular  graduate  from  a  reputable  medical  college, 
of  good  moral  character  may  become  a  member  of  said  sodety  by 
paying  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  three  dollars.  The  original 
signers  of  the  articles  of  association  are  as  follows:  J.  H.  Helm» 
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M.  D.  Ellis,  E.  M.  IMoomfield,  E.J.  Kendall,  W.  II.  Jkenton,  j.  O. 
Ward,  W.  A.  McCoy,  James  A.  Meek,  E.  C  Friernaood,  S.  S. 
Marsh,  W.  T.  Wilson,  O.  C.  Irwin,  James  M.  McKee  and  C.  B. 
Higgins.  The  present  member  Ij  is  shown  by  Secretary's  books 
is  as  follows:  W.  K.  Armstrong,  U.  A.  A.  Ager,  E.  M.  Bloomfield, 
C.  C.  Brady,  W.  II.  Brenton,  Ezra  K.  Friermood,  B.  R.Graham, 
John  M.  Helm,  Carter  B.  Higgins,  James  A.  Meek,  S.  S.  Marsch, 
Henry  P.  McDonald,  RoUin  Pence  and  A.  F.  Smith.  The  present 
officers  are  W.  K.  Armstrong,  President;  Carter  B.  Higgins,  Secre- 
tary ;  Edwin  M.  r>loumfield.  Treasurer  and  A.  F.  Smith,  H.  P. 
McDowell  and  K.  K.  Friermood  Censors.  , 

Ascrirtilfural  Societies. — Earl\-  in  the  history  of  the  common- 
wealth ot  Indiana,  did  the  law-maker  recognize  the  value  that  would 
accrue  from  the  incorporation  of  such  societies,  and  accordingly 
provkled  by  law  for  their  organization.  The  first  e£Fort  to  organize 
a  society  in  Miami  County  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  fifties.  After 
repeated  efforts  the  Miami  County  Agricultural  Society  was  organ- 
ized. The  grounds  were  located  east  of  the  citv  of  Peru  on  land 
ow^ned  by  William  Smith.  Fairs  were  held  here  for  many  years, 
from  which  much  good  resulted. 

The  next  organization  pf  this  character  was  tiie  Peru  Driving 
Park  and  Fair  Association  which  was  incorporated  September  20, 
1873.  The  object  as  set  forth  in  the  articles  of  association  were  to 
promote  the  agricultural,  horticultural,  mechanical  and  household 
interest  of  the  county.  The  authorized  capital  stock  was  $22,ckx> 
divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  largest  stockholders  were 
J.  T.  Stevens,  J.  C.  Kratzer,  Wm.  Rassner,  G.  and  G.  W.  Conradt. 
No  fauv  have  been  held  by  this  society  for  several  years. 

JBUeiians. — From  various  sources,  the  following  figures  have 
been  compiled,  showing  the  results  of  the  Presidential  elections  for 
the  years  named : 

NOVEMBER  1844. 


TOWHBHIP.  DKit<>CR\T.  Willi.  UBEaTT. 

polk  ami  (  'UN  uml  Rirney  and 

DaUaa.  FtvliuMliuyBeiu  Murris. 

P*ni  S66  S83 

Tninn   44  20  1 

.Jelfemm   52  54 

Hiihland   70  60 

Peny   44  78 

Washington   10  SO 

Pipff-re^k   98  30 

Butler   19  23 

Total   517  m 


No  returns  for  Lako  and  £rie  Townshipa. 
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NOVEMBER  1848. 

BDtkr.  lUnHira.  ASuam, 

Peru                                             m  175  7 

Jeffer»ou  ;                  78  95  19 

Richland                                    87  98  2 

Peny                                        69  73  96 

Urfon                                       66  47  4 

Krl.                                                    84  19 

W>ishiu;;ton                                      77  68 

Pi|ie  Creek                                      60  84 

Deer  Creek                                   80  89  4 

Clay                                             30  17 

.lark^on                                      98  18  16 

Butler                                            47  55 

Total                                   770  '»io  70 

No  returns  from  Uarriflon. 

NOVEMBER  1852. 

TOWKaUIP.                                           OnCOCBAT.  VriTTO.  WVLWtmTU 

Pierce  and  Bfoit  mul  Hale  and 

Kinc.  tinitmrn.  JoUao. 

IVru                                               968  226  8 

Jefferson                                        92  135  19 

Erie                                               47  28 

Wiushin>rton                                    114  70  1 

l>eer  Creek                                   74  70  6 

Cl«y                                           80  94 

rnion                                            99  63  1 

Pipe  Creek                                      74  56 

Uichlimd                                     97  124 

Peny                                         91  85  18 

Butler                                       69  84 

-Tarksnn  .*                           49  24  88 

Httrri»oa                                         55  9  16 

Total                                  1196  068  86 


NOVEMBER,  1856. 

VOWIMDF*                                           DKMOCBAT.  BBPtTBUOAM.  niKK  SOIIm 

Bachanan  nnd  Fremont  and  Filmore  and 

Breckenridgei.  Dmjrton.  Dooelaon. 

Deer  Creek                                66  98  9 

Richlimd  ,  189  142  2 

Perry                                          98  110  16 

Peru                                        870  292  5 

Union                                     188  108  1 

CUy                                        98  80  1 

Jackson                                    66  107     '  6 

Harriflon                                    69  50 

Pipe  Croek  119  ori  • 

Butler                                      66  118  4 

Jefferson                                  194  185  1 

Washington                                181  102 

Erie                                              54  48 

Total                                   1518  1800  88 
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NOVEMBER,  i860. 


fUffUMUl*.            DSHOOBAT.  BXPtTBUOAV.  EXD,  DnoOBAT.  VKIOir. 

Braokearidfl*  Lincoln  and  DomdMwad       Bell  and 

and  Lana.  HotHb.  Joiuuon.  Ereratt. 

Peru                        7  M9  881 

Jefferwni  7  161  116 

Union   81  78 

Allen  5  •  88  IT 

Perry  4  174  121 

Richland   186  148 

Erie  8  57  r»s 

Washington   118  121 

Butler   165  «7 

Jackson   188  45 

Harrirton   68  86 

(lay    55  117 

Deer  Creek   184  07 

Pipe  Creek   80  111 


Total                   20                    18ar>                 1U08  00 

^  NOVEMBER  1864. 

TOWMaatP.                                                                          DKMOTBAT.  BF.HTtn.ir  VN, 

Hc(M«lliiu  find  Lincoln  mid 

Fendletun.  Johnaun. 

Peru                                                            484  884 

Jefferson                                                            134  im» 

Perrv'                                                                 110  l(i8 

I'uion                                                                78  81 

«       liichlaud  186  195 

Brie                                                            57  61 

Butler  :  188  m 

VVasiiiiigtun                                                        128     *  101 

Pipe  (  reek                                                            114  82 

Deer  Creek                                                 68  168 

Clay  •146  51 

Hiirrison                                                                 94  5!) 

Jackson                                                               02  120 

Allen                                                        74  68 


Total  1717  1831 

NOVEMBER  1868. 

TOWMBHIP.                                                                      PKMocuXT.  UKFUBUCAN. 

Si'MiK  iiirand  OnuitMld 

Hhur.  CdUax. 

Tern                                                          S6B  485 

Jeffemon  178  129 

Vnlon                                                              110  108 

Perr\'                                                              154  200 

Richland                                                     186  212 

Erie                                                            60  74 

Butler                                                                12*<  163 

Washinirton                                                      107  123 

Pipe  (  nek                                                            164  111 

Deer  Creek                                                      108  146 

Clav                                                               147  51 

Tl.ifrison  147  103 

Jackson                                                         134  100 

Allen                                                        84  88 

TOM                                                 8271  8188 
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NOVEMBER,  1872. 

DKMWH^T  AND 

TOWNSHIP.  fclBKRVI  HKrUBIJOAW.  BIPUBIJCAS. 

(ir.  l  .  liuil  Oraatand 
liniwn.  Wilwon. 

Peril   <>^i' 

JttflerMm                   117  i^i 

Deer  Creek                   70  m 

Clav                             140  •'>' 

Butler                           r.\-2  \M 

Perry  «   l^i*^ 

Richliuid  112  800 

Erie                           Tl  50 

Allen                           68  189 

Vnion                           71  134 

Jackson                       132  227 

Washinfiton                    158  116 

Pipe  Cre«k                    105  116 

HwriMm                      96  187 

Total  2119 

'     NOVEMBER,  1876. 

TOWMBHIPS.  BKPUBUOAS.   

Wheeler.  Hcodrieka. 

Allen   154  123 

Peru  714  794 

JedleEwm   105  2(>6 

Perry   201  166 

rnlon   125  t80 

Ri(  hland   223  172 

Erie   76  88 

Butler   177  172 

Washinirton   132  201 

Pipe  Creek  ♦   163  201 

Deer  Creek   163  112 

Clay   54  134 

Rarriflon  118  185 

Jackflon   865  171 

Total   8784  8786 

NOVEMBER  1880. 

WWaaHIf.  BEPUBLICAN.  DOIOOBAT. 

Gnrfiold  and       Hancock  and 
Arthur.  Engluh. 

Allen                                                16B  126 

P,.rii                                                  511  008 

.IrlT.TSOIl                                           216  889- 

Perry                                            203  170 

Union                                        121  120 

Richland                                      224  181 

Krie                                             77  88 

liml.r                                                 13.-)  186 

Wi»iihini?lon                                    105  218 

Pipe  Creek                                  804  198 

Deer  Creek  176  196 

(lav                                             61  191 

llafiison                                      125  178 

Jackson                                       284  169 

Total   8016  8666 


DEMOOBAT. 

O'CoDorud 
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NOVEMBER  1884. 

TomnuDP.          DKMCKiuAT.  vaawuxuM.        maiiohaii.  PBOHisinoit. 

devdaiid  aod  Bkineud  Bntlet.  BCJohn. 

HandncKB.  LoRan. 

All-n                           12«  KiT  18  0 

I'eni                           llt)2  i<4[)  18  1 

Jellenoa                  '2'>i  217  e  0 

Perry                       103  201  1  0 

Union                        Ill  118  0  1 

Kichland^                  143  805  28  8 

Erip                            a5  75  8  1 

Bitler  :               mr)  169  18  0 

Wiishinj^'tnii                  21G  151  1  1 

Pipe  Creek                   20$)  182  6  0 

Deer  Creek                158  168  18 

Clay                           188  81 

Harrison                   180  106  1  14 

Jackwo                   188  800  15  6 

Total  UIO  8996  96  89 


CV///w/.s.</<^//(V'5.— First  District,  John  Crudson,  1^34;  Wm.  M. 
Reyburn,  1835;  Z.  W.  Pendleton,  1838;  D.  R.  Bearss,  1840;  John 
Hiner,  1841;  Geor<;e  Wflson,  1^44;  George  C.  Smith,  1847;  Sam- 
uel Jamiaon,  1S50:  David  A.  Carr,  1853;  Cornelius  Cain  and  E.  B. 
Massev,  1854;  N,  D.  Nicoles,  1856;  John  Hann,  1861;  Thomas 
Dillard,  1864:  William  Zehring,  1867:  Joseph  B.  Mills,  1873; 
Stephen  Cranor,  1876:  D.  H.  Cain,  1880;  G.  S.  Evans,  1882. 

Second  District,  John  W.  Miller,  1834;  James  Gillett,  1839; 
Henry  Zern,  1848;  F.  S.  Hackley,  185 1;  George  Wilson,  1854; 
Allen  SkiUman,  1857;  David  Charters,  i860;  Paul  Hurk,  1863; 
David  Charters,  1866;  R.  C.  Harrison,  1869;  Absalom  Wilson,  1875; 
Geo.  Eikenbery,  1878;  Fred  Meyers.  1884. 

Third  District,  Alexander  Jamison,  1834;  Luther  Chapin.  iS.jo; 
Saniueljamison,  1841;  Martin  M.  Scruggs,  1S42;  Hiram  Huller, 
1849;  E.  A.  Deniston,  1855;  James  R.  Leonard,  1861;  R.  K. 
Charles,  1864;  James  R.  Leonard,  1865;  Benjamin  Graft,  1870; 
John  C.  Davis,  1876;  J.  W.  Hwit,  1882;  J.  C.  Davis,  1884;  Noah 
MiUer.  t886. 

Clerks.  Henjaiiiin  H.  Scott,  1834;  James  B.  Fulwiler,  1848; 
Alexander  Blake,  1855;  Darius  C.  Darrow,  1863:  John  A.  Graliam, 
1867;  Jesse  S.  Zem,  187 1;  C.  A.  Person,  1879;  Joseph  Lari- 
mer, 1887. 

Auditors. — James  M.  Defrees,  1841;  Ira  Mendenhall,  185 1; 
Elam  Henton.  1855;  Thomas  Jav,  1850:  Franklin  T.  Foote  and 
Elam  Henton.  1862;  Charles  Etferman,  1^64;  Milo  D.  Ellis,  1865; 
Louis  B.  Fulvviler,  1870;  R.  B.  Runyan,  1878;  Wm  B.  Miller,  1886. 

Hecorders, — ^Benjamin  H.  Scott,  1834;  William  C.  Buckhanan, 
George  Wilkerson,  1855;  Abel  L.  Hiirtt,  1859;  William  S.Todd, 
1863;  William  F.Ege,  1871;  Wm.  A.  Gibney,  1879;  Michael  Bap- 
pert,  1887. 
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Trai<in'crs. — Abner  Overman,  18J4;  A.  M,  Tli^j^i^ins  and 
Albert  Coli  .  1836;  Zach.  W.  Pendleton  and  William  R.  Mabray, 
1837:  Samuel  Glass,  1842;  Carlton  R.  Trac,  1848:  Daniel  Brower, 
1853;  Silas  Enyart,  1855;  Henry  Dutton,  1857;  David  R.  Todd, 
1859;  James  T.  Miller,  1863;  Otto  P.  Webb,  1865;  James  T.  Mil- 
ler, 1867;  Charles  Spencer,  187 1;  .William  B.  Deniston  and  Ira  B. 
Meyers,  1873;  Jno.  R.  Porter,  1879;  Ebenezer  Humrickhouse^ 
1881;  J.  C.  Clymer,  1885. 

S/icriJf.-  Jacob  Linzee,  1834:  A.  Leonard  and  L.  D.  Atkinson, 
183S:  John  A.  Graham,  iS4i:Xoah  S.  A;lsbau«;h,  1845;  Coleman 
ilenton,  1847;  Jonas  Hoover,  1851;  Hiram  Moore,  1854;  John 
Wertz,  1855  ,  Joseph  Hin*,  1857;  John  T.  Miller,  O.  H.  P.  Macy, 
1858:  Wesley  Wallick,  i860;  O.  H.  P.  Macv,  1862:  Weslev  Wal- 
lick.  1864:  Samuel  Ream,  1868;  Willard  (iHswold,  1872;  Vincent 
O'Donald,  1876;  A.  J.  Parks,  1880:  Edward  T.  Gray,  1884. 

Snrz-cyor. — ^Joseph  B.  Campbell,  1835;  A.  A.Cole,  1840:  S. 
Holman,  1841;  Ira  Mendenhall,  1843;  George  W,  Goodrich.  1847; 
Milton  Cook,  1852;  H.  Beane,  1854;  J.  M.  Moorhead,  1856;  Henry 
Krauskoff,  i8^8:  C.  J.  Kloenne,  i860;  Henry  Krauskoff,  1861,  A. 
J.  Phelps,  1863:  G.  W.  Goodrich,  18641  D.'C.  Goodrich,  1866;  S. 
E.  Haacken,  1868;  W.  W.  Sullivan,  1872;  Richard  H.  Cole,  1876; 
Michael  Horan,  1880. 

CoriDicr. —  James  Crowell,  1836;  James  Mow  bray,  1846:  Wm. 
S.  White,  1848;  Robert  Miller,  1854:  James  Crowell,  1862;  Adam 
Beck,  1869;  Joseph  Oldham,  1S74;  Joseph  C.  Ogle,  1876;  Charles 
Broadbeck,  1878;  A.  B.  Scott,  1879;  Abner  Cf.  Kimball,  1880; 
George  Nelp,  1882;  Eli  J.  Jamison,  1886 

Senu/ors.  -  George  W.  Ewing,  1837;  William  Wright,  1840; 
William  M.  Reyburn,  1843:  Cyrus  Taber,  1846:  Jacob  D.  Cassatt, 
18 17 :  Benjamin  Henton,  1850:  John  Shellenberger,  1852;  Daniel 
R.  Bearss,  1854;  Samuel  S.  Terry,  1864;  Stearns  Fisher,  1868; 
Robert  Miller,  1870;  Daniel  R.  Searss,  1874;  Milton  Garrigus, 
1878;  L.  D.  Adkinson,  1882;  B.  F.  Harness,  1886. 

Heprescftiafives — Gillis  McBean,  1835;  William  N.  Hood, 
1836;  Alexander  Wiison.  1838:  William  M.  Reyburn.  1840;  Daniel 

R.  Bearss,  1841;  (iahriel  Suihart,  t8^2:  Daniel  R.  Bearss,  1843; 
John  U.  Pfttit.  1844;  Benjamin  IKiitoii.  18^5:  George  W.  Holman, 
1846;  Alphonso  A.  Cole,  1847;  Nallian  L'.  Ross,  1848;  Alonzo  A. 
Cole,  1849;  Richard  F.  Donaldson,  1850;  Benjamin  Henton,  1852; 
N.  W.  Dickerson.  1854;  Reuben  C.  Harrison,  1856;  William  Smith, 
1858;  Richard  F.  Donaldson.  1862:  Jonas  Hoover,  1864;  Xalhan 
O.'Ross.  1866: Jonathan  I).  Cox,  1868:  J.  W.  Edward.  1872:  David 
Charters,  1874:  Samuel  WockIv,  1874;  William  Zehring,  1876: 
W.  H.  Thomson,  1876;  G.  I.  Reed  (Miami  iuid  Howard);  A.  C. 
Bearss,  1878;  C.  A.  Cole,  1880;  N.  N.  Antrin,  1882;  Henry  V. 
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Passage,  1884;  Jabez  Cox,  1886;  Charles  Cox  (Miami  and  Cass), 
1886. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Military  History — ^Thb  Early  Miutia  System — ^Thb  Mexi- 
can War— Public  Srntimbnt  Prior  to  i86i — ^Thb  Call 
to  Arms — ^First  Troops  for  the  Front — ^Miami  County 
Regiments  in  Detail — ^Roll  of  Honor — Bounty  anp  Rb- 

LIEP.  • 

FROM  the  earliest  settlement  in  Miami  County  by  the  whites, 
there  was  but  little  militar}'  display  to  interrupt  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  its  citizens  until  that  deluge  of  dvil  discord  which  began 

in  1861.  When  the  first  permanent  homes  were  established  here, 
the  Indian  troubles  that  attended  the  second  war  with  Great  Rritian 
had  been  settled.  The  celebrated  Miami  Confederacv  had  been 
entirely  broken  up,  leaving  the  country  undisturbed  by  the  red  war- 
riors. Some  of  them  yet  linger  in  the  county,  reluctant  to  quit  the 
scenes  of  their  nativity,  but  &e  tide  of  immigration  has  submerged 
most  of  tfaem,  and  the}-  are  now  scarcely  known  except  in  the  fad- 
ing memorv  of  the  oldest  settlers. 

The  militia,  which  had  done  such  effective  s(  r\  ire  in  the  early 
Indian  wars,  was  fostered  by  the  early  laws  of  the  State.  All  able- 
bodied  men  of  proper  age  were  enrolled  and  required  to  attend  cer- 
tain days  in  each  year  for  the  purpose  of  drilling  in  military  tactics. 
At  first  the  people  took  active  interest  in  learning  the  different  mili- 
tary movements  and  studied  in  their  homelv  war  the  stratemes  of 
war.  Each  man  furnished  ;i  jj^un  in  the  beginnin*^,  and  all  vxere 
skilled  in  the  manual  of  arms.  These  musters  took  place  several 
times  a  year  and  were  generally  held  at  the  county  seat  or  some 
other  important  point  in  the  county.  They  were  always  attended 
by  large  and  motley  crowds.  A  long  period  of  peace  had  some- 
what impaired  the  efhcienr\'  of  these  musters,  and  the  occasions 
became  more  of  the  nature  of  holidays.  i\s  the  tneii  \\  ere  pri\  ile<^ed 
from  arrest  on  "training  days"  a  general  joUilication  usually  took 
place,  and  fun  of  the  more  rough  and  boisterous  kind  was  indulged 
m,  frequently  mingled  with  fights.  This  system  was  maintained 
almost  uninterrupted  until  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war. 

Mcxiran  War. — Affairs  between  the  United  States  and  Mex- 
ico ha\  in|jj  assumed  a  hostile  attitude,  thi'  President  of  the  I'nited 
States  by  proclamation,  May  ii,  164O,  announced  that  a  stale  of 
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war  existed  between  this  country  and  Mexico.  Con^^n  ess  immedi* 
atelv  authorized  a  call  for  50.000  volunteers,  one-half  to  be  mus- 
tered in  at  once,  and  thi-  remainder  to  be  used  as  a  reserve.  May 
23d,  1846,  James  Whitcomb,  Governor  of  Indiana,  issued  a  procla- 
mation, in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  President.  Immedi- 
atel\  upon  the  call  of  the  Governor,  Capt.  John  M.  Wilson  com- 
menced the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  the  war.  Failing  to  enlist 
a  full  compatu'  from  Miami  Count\-.  \  <>lunteers  from  the  counties  of 
Tippecanoe  and  Johnson  joini'd  in  suHicient  numbers  to  complete 
the  roster.  Ouin»j  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  records  in  the 
Adjutant-General's  Oiii^,  only  a  partial  enrollment  of  the  company 
can  be  given.  Privates — Jno.  Mellen,  Wm.  Passons,  Geo.  Carpen- 
ter, W.  L.  Pric.  .  Richard  Bell.  Joseph  Bishop,  C.  .M.  Drouillard, 
Martin  Wey.  Bhiilip  P.ucels.  VVm.  McClain,  Q.  A.  Fisk.  Jesse 
Rowdle.  J.  Richardson.  Luther  Bush,  Valentine  Prestcr.  (t.  (jor- 
don,  J.  Brown,  James  Rellahor,  Wm.  Doughty,  L.  B.  Lynch.  Bar- 
net  Judge,  H.  Davenport,  S.  Segraves,  Levi  Shelenberger,  J.  W. 
Nichols,  J.  C.  Har\'ey,  J.  H.  Reed>  Edward  Anibal,  S.  8.  Bottow, 
P.  1.  Brown,  S.  L.  Clark,  W.  L.  Clark.  Samuel  Collyer,  Jackson 
Castor,  y.  S.  Denton.  Wm.  Fla^iT'  J-  ii-  Franklin.  Nathan  (iibson, 
Joseph  (lertes.  Jonas  Hoover.  W.  Ilumphn-r.  Isaac  Ilarter.  Alex, 
lloilidav,  W  m.  Kellev,  L  Keicher,  L».  ^larquiss,  Conrad  Metzer, 
Edward  McManus,  Michael  McDonald,  Dennis  Naughton,  Michael 
O'Niel,  H.  W.  Penny,  James  Parr,  Adam  Pence,  S.  Rodger,  Geo. 
Roundebush,  James  Shahan,  Jno.  Scarce,  Edward  Wilson,  Abram 
Wri^rhi.  I).  R.  Todd.  Jno.  S.  Crooks,  Howard  Shadini^er,  W.  G. 
KiMsiKi-.  1  K'nr\-  Collins,  f^.  Curtis.  A.  A.  Huiiler.  James  Coleman, 
Ciiaiies  Smith,  Major  .Miller,  Harvey  Tucker,  D.  M.  Dunn,  Cap- 
tain Sanderson,  A.  F.  Smith,  W.  T.  Wilson. 

.  Captain  Wilson,  with  company,  left  Peru  for  New  Albany,  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  June  16th,  1846.  In  the  organization  of  regi- 
ments. Captain  Wilson's  companv  was  assigned  to  the  position  of 
li  in  ihe  First  Regiment.  The  regiment  was  ollicered  hv  James 
P.  Dr.ike,  Colonel;  C.  C.  Nave,  Lieulcnant-Colonel,  and  Henry  S. 
Lane,  Major.  At  the  expiration  of  one  year  the  company  was 
mustered  out  with  regiment  June  15th,  1847. 

For  several  years  prior  to  1861  the  country  had  been  drift- 
ing svircK  toward  civil  war.  The  two  .sections,  the  North  and 
the  South,  had  different  interests  to  serve  in  the  administration 
of  national  affairs.  Until  that  time  the  contest  had  often  been 
\  igorous  between  the  two  sections,  but  always  peaceful.  The 
Republican  party  was  then  in  its  infancy,  but  it  contained  some 
elements  that  foretold  destruction  to  the  greatest  institution  of 
the  Southern  States  .slaverv.  It  is  true  that  the  jiart\  had  not 
then  taken  any  direct  stand  upon  the  question  of  slavery,  but 
its  leaders  were  among  the  avowed  opponents  of  that  institution. 
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and  manv  had  been  idcntitied  witli  the  nioxcmeiu  for  its  aboli- 
tion. Abraham  Lincoln  had  publicly  declared  that  it  was  his 
deliberate  conviction  thai  the  Government  c<Mii(i  not  exist  half 
slave  and  half  free.  His  election  to  the  Pre.">idenc\ ,  therefore, 
the  Southern  States  accepted  as  a  menance  to  tlieir  institutions, 
which  had  lon<:^  been  sanctioned  by  the  laws,'  and,  as  they 
thought,  with  apparent  right.  In  that  section  <  t  tlu-  Tnion  the 
doctrine  of  State  rights  as  paramount  to  national  rights  had  long 
been  taught  under  the  leadership  of  John  C  Calhoun.  Accord- 
ingly the}  did  not  long  hesitate  to  secede  from  the  Union  when 
it  was  known  that  Lincoln  had  been  duly  elected  President. 
The  South  had  for  man\  years  l^een  dominant  in  the  affairs  of 
the  nation,  and  w  ith  them  it  was  rule  or  ruin.  In  the  election 
of  i860  they  had  seceded  from  the  Democratic  part\.  with 
which  they  had  ;i1\va\s  acted,  and  refused  to  support  Stej^hen 
A.  Douglas  for  President.  On  the  20th  of  December,  i860, 
following  the  election  of  Lincoln,  South  Carolina  took  the  first 
active  step  and  passed  an  ordinance  of  secession  from  the  Union. 
In  this  movement  she  was  followed  in  rapid  succession  by  Miss- 
issippi, Januarv  9:  Alabama  and  Florida.  Januar^•  11:  Georgia, 
January  19;  Lf>uisiana,  January  26:  Texas,  Fehruar\  i ;  \'irginia, 
April  17;  Arkansas  and  Tennessee,  May  6;  North  Carolina, 
May  21.  No  President  ever  assumed  the  duties  of  that  high 
office  under  more  trying  times  than  did  Abraham  Lincom. 
Seven  States  had  declared  thems^ves  out  of  the  Union  and 
refused  to  recognize  his  authority,  and  in  less  than  two  months 
four  otliers  had  followed  into  tlie  Contederiu  \ .  In  I'Vbruarv, 
1861,  a  peace  conference  was  held  at  liaitimure,  attended  by 
aome  of  the  most  influential  men  from  most  of  the  States.  The 
object  was  to  effect  a  compromise  between  the  different  sections 
of  the  Union  and  to  prevent  a  disruption  and  war.  After  a 
laborious  sitting  of  several  days  it  adjourned  without  having 
accomplished  the  purj^ose  for  which  it  was  called,  i^xcitenient 
was  at  the  greatest  tension  throughout  the  country  and  public 
Spirit  ran  high.  The  extreme  partisans  that  had  supported  the 
new  President  were  for  a  time  disappointed  when  thev  saw  that 
other  States  were  allowed  unmolested  to  leave  the  Xlnion  and 
join  llie  Confederacy.  All  over  the  North  there  was  a  divided 
sentiment  in  regard  to  the  cause  and  respoiisibilily  of  this  attempt 
to  sever  the  Union.  There  were  many  who  believed  that  if 
the  South  wanted  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  there  was  no 
legitimate  way  of  preventing  it.  In  other  words  they  thought 
a  State  could  not  be  "coerced."'  The  condition  of  affairs  was  so 
strained  that  meetings  were  heUl  in  all  parts  of  the  country  to 
discuss  the  stale  of  the  Union  and  advise  the  best  course  to 
pursue.    It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  e.xcitenuiii  of  the  public 
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mind  that  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumpter  took  place.  That  deed^ 
more  than  all  others,  united  the  loyal  hearts  of  the  North  m  de- 
fense of  the  national  fla^  that  had  been  lired  upon  bv  those 
in  rebellion.  They  welcomed  it,  perhaps,  as  the  only  solution 
to  the  questions  of  the  hour,  and  gladly  responded  to  the  call 
to  arms. 

The  Call  to  Arms. — No  portion  of  the  Union  responded  to 

the  President's  call  for  75*^^^  volunteers  with  more  alacrity  than 
did  the  State  of  Indiana.  And  of  Indiana's  thousands  of  loval 
sons  none  were  more  eager  for  the  frav  than  the  citizens  of 
Miami  County-  Hardly  had  the  echoes  from  the  last  <ains  at 
Fort  Sumpter  died  away  before  the  stirring  scenes  that  attended 
a  public  volunteering  were  arousing  the  people  of  Peru  and 
vicinity.  The  thought  of  our  flag  being  lowered  at  the  com- 
mand of  a  rebellion  inspired  new  patriotism  in  all  those  who 
loved  that  flag  for  the  principles  of  union  and  toleration  lliat  it 
represented.  If  there  had  been  any  in  this  community  \\  ho  held 
that  obnoxious  idea  that  the  General  Government  could  not  coerce 
a  State  into  compliance  with  its  laws,  they  were  prudentl}'  quiet 
when  that  question  first  came  to  the  test.  The  sentiment  of  the 
people  was  almost  wholly  and  unanimously  in  favor  of  maintaining 
the  Union  unimpnired. 

]^oIit>itcri-in^:  Tlie  smoke  from  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumpter  had 
scarcely  blown  away  before  the  people  of  Miann  County,  with  the 
patriotism  that  had  characterised  their  action  in  the  past,  had  come 
forward  and  proffered  their  services  for  the  defense  of  the  country. 
The  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln  calling  for  75,000  troops 
was  Issued  April  151b.  tSo2,  the  news  reaching  Peru  on  tlie  follow- 
ing dav.  This  was  iinniediatelv  followeil  bv  the  proclamation  trom 
Governor  Morton,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  offer  of 
a  full  company  organized  and  ready  for  the  front.  The  company 
was  organized  by  J.  M.  Wilson,  who  was  at  the  time  the  most 
prominent  military  man  in  the  coimty,  having  ser\  ed  as  captain  in 
the  Mexican  war.  The  company  at  once  reported  at  Iiuliannpolis. 
but  the  quota  under  the  tirst  call  \vm\  been  tilled  and  the  comp;;nv 
was  in  con.sequence  held  as  reserve  until  the  cull  for  enlistment  for 
three  years  service  was  issued,  when  it  was  mustered  in  and  assigned 
the  position  of  B  in  the  Thirteenth  Regiment.  The  commissioned 
officers  of  tin-  company  with  the  dates  of  commissions  were.  Cap- 
tain, J.  .M.  Wilson.  April  2.^,  1861;  William  H.  Shields.  Mav  10, 
1862.  First  Lieutenants.  William  H.  Shields.  April  23.  1S61;  Wm. 
F.  M.  Wallick,  May  10,  1862;  William  B.  Vance,  July  15,  1863. 
Second  Lieutenants,  were  Wm.  F.  M.  Wallick,  May  6,1861; 
George  W.  Rader,  Maj'  18,  1862;  Henry  Sterne,  September  1, 
1863;  Silas  Clark,  June  3,  1863.  The  latter  became  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  A  reorganized.    The  original  number  of  enlisted 
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men  of  the  compain  was  96.  It  was  rccniiled  with  22  men.  There 
were  17  non-commissioned  and  enlisted  men  died,  and  11  deserters. 
John  M.  Wilson  was  promoted  Major  of  this  regiment  May  10, 
1862,  and  was  recommissioned  November  14th  of  the  same  year, 
promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  June  13,  1863:  term  expired  August 
5.  1864;  re-entered  the  ser\  ice  as  Colonel  of  the  155th  regiment. 
Gcor<^e  W.  RacK'i-  was  promoted  quartermaster. 

Sketch  oj  the  Thirteenth  J^e^imenl.—This  was  one  of  the 
four  Regiments  that  first  entered  the  service  from  Indiana 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Indi- 
anapolis on  the  19th  of  June,  1861,  with  Jerry  C.  Sullivan,  as 
Colonel.  On  the  .}th  of  Juh-  it  left  for  the  Held,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  lOlh  joined  (ien.  McClellan's  forces  at  the  foot 
of  Kicii  Mountain,  Western  Virginia.  On  the  next  day  it  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain,  under  Gen.  Rosecrans, 
losing  8  killed  and  0  wounded.  On  the  13th  it  moved  to  Bev- 
erly and  thence  to  Cheat  Mountain  Pass,  and  on  the  12th  and 
13th  of  September  took  part  in  the  engagement  which  resulted 
in  the  defeat  of  (ii  ii.  Lee's  forces.  It  marched  to  Alh ■^h;inv  un- 
der Gen.  Milroy,  and  on  the  13th  of  December  participated  in 
the  battle  at  that  place.  After  several  movements  of  minor  im- 
portance, it  moved  to  Winchester,  where  it  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Winchester  Heights  on  the  22nd  of  March,  and  then 
followed  in  the  pursuit  of  Stonewall  Jackson's  army  as  far  as 
New  Market.  It  |>arlicipated  in  the  battle  of  the  Deserted 
Faruj  on  the  30th  of  January,  1863,  and  the  defeat  of  Long- 
Street  in  his  attempt  to  seize  Suffolk.  While  stationed  at  Foley 
Island  it  took  part  in  the  operations  an  Morris  Island,  during 
the  seige  of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg,  and  was  the  first  to  en- 
ter in  the  assault  on  Fort  Wagner  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber. The  I'hirteenth  was  engaged  in  nearly  all  the  operations 
of  Gen.  Buder's  army  south  of  Richmond,  in  all  of  which  the 
loss  was  about  two  hundred.  On  the  13th  of  June,  1864,  the 
Regiment  was  transferred  to  the  Arm\  of  tin  Potomac.  After 
which  it  participated  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  assault  of 
the  rebel  works  in  front  of  Petersburg,  the  battle  of  Strawberry 
Plains  and  operations  against  Richmond.  On  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1804,  was  reorganized  into  a  battallion  of  five  compan- 
ies. Was  mustered  out  on  the  5th  of  September,  1865,  with 
29  officers  and  550  enlisted  men. 

Noti-commissioned    officers    of    Companx-    B    were  Ilenrx 
Sterns.  James  Carney.  James  Robinson.  Jiio.  11.  Ri  atn  and  Dan- 
iel Baker,    Sergeants;    S.  E.  Chamberlain,   William  Starr,  A. 
B.  A.ndrews,  Alexander  Leach.  John  Powell,  William  Vance, 
fVancts  Moore,  Jno,  F.  Wagoner,  Corporals. 

Company  F  Sixteenth  Jtegiment^  was  the  second  company  to 
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enlist  from  this  couiitN .  The  coniinissioned  otRccrs  of  the  company 
with  dates  of  commissions  were,  Captains:  J.  C.  Jones,  Grecncasile, 
August  13,  1862 ;  J.  R.  S.  Cox,  Indianapolis,  November  25,  1862; 
Elijah  Hawkins,  Peru,  April  14,  1865.  First  Lieutenants :  Elijah 
Hawkins,  Au«;ust  12,  1862;  Geor«^e  Cline.  May  i,  1865.  Second 
Lieutenants:  J.  R.  S.  Cox,  1S62;  Henry  L.  Boyce.  Jainiarv  25, 
1863;  William  A.  Walker.  May  i.  1865.  The  original  number  of 
enhsied  men  was  88,  with  30  recruits.  Of  the  88  enlisted  men 
48  were  credited  to  Miami  county,  while  the  whole  number  of 
recruits  were  from  this  county.  There  were  24  non-commis- 
sioned otiicers  and  enlisted  men  who  died,  and  Hve  deserted. 
The  whole  number  accounted  f(jr,  I20.  None  of  the  regimental 
officers  were  from  Miami  county. 

Sixicaiih  Regimcul^  was  organized  at  Richmond  in  May, 
1861.  It  was  intended  to  serve  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
for  one  year,  but  was  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the  (joxein- 
ment  on  flie  same  day  that  the  news  of  the  disaster  at  Bull  Run 
reached  Indianapolis,  and  on  the  23  of  July  left  Richmond.  It 
was  the  first  regiment  that  marched  throu<(h  the  streets  of  Bal- 
timore after  llie  firing  upon  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  regiment  in 
April.  The  term  of  service  expired  in  May  1862,  but  was 
reorganized  May  2  7ih  for  three  years  ser\ice,  but  was  not 
mustered  in  until  August  igth.  Thomas  J.  Lucas  who  was 
Lieutenant  of  the  original  organization  succeeded  to  the  Colonelcy 
upon  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Ilackleman  to  the  Brigadier 
Generalship.  The  reffiment  left  the  same  day  it  was  mustered, 
for  Kentucky,  to  repel  the  invasion  of  Kirby  Smith,  and  on  the 
30th  of  August  took  jKut  in  the  l^ittlr  of  Richmond,  Kentucky, 
losing  200  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  600  prisoners.  Decem- 
ber the  1st  it  moved  down  the  Mississippi  to  participate  in  ihe 
Vicksburg  campaign,  but  on  the  25th,  with  tiie  brigade  of  which- 
it  was  a  part,  was  sent  to  Dallas,  Texas,  to  destroy  the  Shreve- 
port  railroad.  January  iith  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Arkansas 
Post  and  was  the  first  regiment  to  plant  its  colors  within  the 
fort:  its  loss  w-is  77  killed  and  woutifkd.  On  the  30th  of  Aj^ril 
the  regiment  marched  to  Port  Gibson  and  on  the  following  day 
formed  a  part  of  the  reserve  of  Gen.  IIo\  ey's  division.  Later 
in  the  day  it  was  marched  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy, 
drawing  him  from  the  hill  in  front.  On  the  2nd  day  of  May 
marched  with  its  advance  into  Port  Gibson.  After  a  severe 
skirmish  at  Edwards"  Station  and  an  engagement  at  Black  River 
.Bridge  it  proceeded  to  the  rear  of  \'icksburg  and  went  into 
trenches  on  the  19II1  of  May  and  participated  in  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  siege.  In  the  assault  on  the  enemy^s  works  on  the 
22d  of  May  the  Sixteenth  bore  a  conspicuous  part,  holding^  an 
important  position  for  nearly  ten  hours  continuous  fighting.  Dur- 
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ing  thf  sie<:je  the  regiment  lost  sixty  men  killed  and  wounded. 
The  regiment  was  transported  to  New  Orleans  where  it  was 
mounted  and  attached  to  a  cavelry  corps.  It  marched  as  a  part 
of  cavalry  of  Hanks'  expedition  up  Red  River,  during  which 
campaign  it  had  sixtren  tMii^agements  with  the  enemv.  Tt 
returned  to  New  Orleans  where  it  was  mustered  out  June  the 
30th,  1865,  and  arrived  in  Indianapolis  the  loth  of  July  with  365 
men  and  officers. 

Seventeenth. — ^Miami  Coun^  was  represented  in  companies 
F  and  K  of  the  Se\  enteenth  Regiment.  In  the  former  seven 
men  were  credited  to  Miami  coiiiitx .  Tin-  oiilv  commissioned 
ollicer  \vom  the  county  was  (rccrm  F.  llavden,  of  Peru,  who 
was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  November  9th,  1862,  and 
promoted  Captain  April  25th,  1864.  In  Company  K  there 
were  four  .men  credited  to  Miami  county.  Included  in  the 
ntmnber  was  Julius  C.  Kloenne,  of  Peru,  the  llrst  captain  of  the 
company.  Ilis  commission  bore  date  of  April  25th,  iS6f.  He 
was  discharged  DecetnbtT  23rd  of  the  same  \ear,  and  casliiered 
January  5th,  1862.  I'iie  Seventeenth  was  organized  at  Camp 
Morton  during  May,  x86i,  and  mustered  in  June  12th,  the  same 
year,  for  three  years,  with  Milo  S.  HascaU,  Colonel.  The 
kegiment  participated  in  the  battle  erf  Green  Brier,  siege  of 
Corinth  and  was  eng.iircd  in  nimierous  fvpeditiotis.  until  Feb- 
ruarx'.  1^*63.  when  it  was  frdiiLtl  tu  mount  it.sel!.  wiiich  was  done 
by  f(jraging  and  pressing  horses  into  the  service.  Armed  with 
Spencer  rines,  with  which  esich  man  was  equal  to  sixteen  rebels, 
it  moved  to  Hooker's  Gap,  where  it  encountered  the  enemy  and 
did  efft  cti\  e  work.  Other  engagements  in  which  the  Seventeenth 
participated  were  at  MaiulicsU  1.  Chattanooga.  Ringgold,  Chick- 
aniauga,  Thon^pson's  Co\  c-.  b'ui  iiiiiigton,  In  llc  Plain.  Kem-saw 
Mtjuntain,  Marietta,  Ebenezer  Church,  near  Selma,  Selma,  and 
many  others.  During  its  term  of  service  it  marched  over  4,000 
miles,  captured  over  5,000  prisoners,  more  than  6,000  stands 
of  arms:  seventy  pieces  of  artillery,  eleven  stands  of  col- 
ors, and  more  than  3.000  horses  and  mules.  All  this  was  done 
with  a  total  loss  in  killefl  and  wounded  of  but  25S  men  and  of- 
ficers, regiments  of  the  war  had  a  better  record. 

Company  A,  Twentieth  Rct^iinent, — ^The  commissioned  of- 
ficers of  this  com] 'any  were:  Captains:  John  Van  Valkenburg, 
July  22,  1861;  William  B.  Reyburn,  December  28,  1861;  Jonas 
Hoover,  January  16,  i>S63;  j«>hn  F.  Thomas.  May  :r.  rS63; 
James  DeLong,  August  i,  1S04.  First  LicutiiiaiUs :  William 
B.  Reyburn,  July  .22,  1861;  Jonas  Hoover,  December  jS, 
i86i;  C.  R.  Pew,  January  16,  1863;  James  DeLong,  Ajuil 
16,  1863;  Williaiii  Trippeer,  August  i,  186.,  Second  Lieuten- 
ants:  Jonas  Hoover,  July  22,  1861;  Jno.  F.  Thomas,  Decem- 
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ber  28,  1861;  C.  R.  Pew,  Au^t  30,  1862;  James  DeLong, 
January  16,  1863;  W.  J.  Hawk,  April  II,  1863,  and  Wallace 

Richardson,  August  i,  1864. 

The  ori<;inal  onroUnicnt  of  the  companv  was  98.  all  of 
whom  wtTc  cruditt'd  to  Miami  county.  Tiu*  total  number  of 
recruits  was  seventeen,  sixteen  of  whom  were  from  Miami 
county.  There  were  eleven  died  while  in  the  service,  four 
deserted  and  thirty-six  were  unaccounted  for. 

The  only  rei^^imental  ofTieers  of  the  Twentieth,  from  Miami 
County,  were  John  \'ariValkenbur<j,  who  was  commissioned  as  fol- 
lows: Major,  December  28,  1868;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  February 
16,  1862,  and  Colonel,  August  30,  1868:  and  John  F.  Thomas, 
Adjutant,  December  21,  1861.  The  rL  ]n)rtofthe  Adjutant-General 
shows  that  Col.  VanValkenburg  was  dishonorably  discharged  from 
the  service  February  ir,  1863.  'fhe  charge  was  that  he  had  writ- 
ten a  letter  in  whicli  he  had  expressed  a  disloyal  sentiment.  It  is 
claimed,  however,  by  tiiose  best  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that  the 
letter  was  misinterpreted,  and  that  the  language  used  was  intended 
to  convey  an  entirely  different  meaning,  and  that  the  hasty  investi- 
gation made  by  the  authorities  deprived  the  Union  cause  of  one  of 
its  most  loval  supporters.  The  character  of  a  soldier  is  best  known 
by  those  w  ho  h;i\  e  tou^lit  i">v  his  side,  and  be  it  said  to  the  credit 
of  Col.  \  an\  alkenburg  that  whatever  public  opinion  may  have 
been,  his  comrades  remember  him  as  a  Inrave,  patriotic  and  loyal 
soldier. 

T/fc  Twentieth  Regiment  was  organized  at  Lafayette  in  July 
1861.  but  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Indianapolis  on  the  22d 
of  said  Mioiilh.  The  Regiment  went  to  Baltiniore  and  fiom  there 
sailed  to  I  latteras  hdet,  N.  C.  While  there  it  was  attacked  by 
the  enemy's  gunboat  and  forced  to  retreat.  On  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber 4t  embariced  for  Fortress  Monroe,  where  it  la}-  in  camp  till 
March  1862,  then  moved  to  Newport  News  where  it  participated  in 
the  engagement  between  the  Merrimac,  Cumberland  and  Congress. 
On  the  loih  of  Mav  it  moved  to  Norfolk  and  assisted  in  the  ca]>ture 
of  that  ci»y,  after  which  it  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
Peninsula,' and  was  assigned  to  Jameson's  GTrigade.  Took  part  in 
the  batde  of  Orchards,  sustaining  a  loss  of  144  men  and  ofBcers  in 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  It  covered  the  rptreat  of  the  3d 
Corps  in  the  celebrated  Se\  en  Days'  Fight,  participating  in  all  the 
battles,  especialK  that  ot  (iU-ndale  tir  Fra/ier's  farm,  in  which  the 
reginient  lost  heavily.  The  next  engagement  in  whicli  it  took  part 
was  that  of  Manassas  Plains',  where  its  first  colonel,  William  L. 
Brow  n,  was  killed.  On  the  i8th  of  November  it  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  and  aidi-d  in  saving  from  capture  three 
Union  batteries.  On  tlu'  .^oth  of  April.  1863.  it  crossed  the  Kajipa- 
hannock  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  capturing  at 
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one  time  the  whole  of  tlie  Twenty-third  Georgia,  liunibering  more 
than  its  own  men.  It  then  moved  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in 
pursuit  of  Lee  and  arrived  at  Gettysburg  in  time  to  pai  ticipate  irf 
the  second  day's  light.  It  occupied  a  position  in  Sickle  s  Corps,  on 
the  extrenu'  left  ot  the  army,  where  it  was  vers  much  exposed,  and 
lost  Col.  \\  heeier  and  152  men  and  oHicers.  It  took  an  acli\  e  part 
on  the  third  and  fourth  days  and  lost  hea\ily.  It  followed  in  pur- 
suit and  was  again  engaged  at  Manassas  Gap;  took  part  in  the 
engagements  at  Locust  Grove  and  Mine  Run,  after  which  it  was 
reorganized  at  Culpepper. 

Tile  regiment  crossed  the  Rapidan  with  Grant  s  arnn .  and  in 
May,  1S64,  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness.  Todd's  Tav- 
ern, Po  River,  Spottsylvania,  Tallopotanni  and  Cold  Harbor.' 
After  this  it  was  consolidated  with  the  Fourteenth  and  Nineteenth, 
and  was  again  engaged  at  Preble's  House  and  ll  iicher's  Run.  In 
all  the  engagements  on  the  left  from  Hatcher's  Run  to  tlie  fall  of 
Richmond  llie  regiment  took  active  part.  Its  last  engagement  w  as 
that  of  Clover  Hill  April  9th  1865.  On  tlie  12th  of  July  it  was 
mustered  out  at  Louisville. 

Company  H,  reorganized,  contained  seventeen  men  from 
Miami  County  w  ith  William  Trippeer,  of  Peru,  Captain,  December 
2,  1864,  and  Edward  B.  Weist,  of  Peru,  First  Lieutenant,  May  16, 
1865. 

Tu'cnty-Ainth  Rc^ment, — Miami  county  was  represented  in 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-Ninth.  In  Company  F  Perry 
Butler  was  the  only  representative,  and  was  commissioned  Cap> 
tain  May  17,  1864.  Company  H  was  represented  by  twenty- 
six,  originally'  enlisted  men  and  seventeen  recruits.  The  original 
enrollment  of  the  companv  was  61,  and  was  recruited  with  no. 
There  were  twenty -si-\  who  died  in  the  service  and  eight  de- 
serters. The  commissioned  officers  were:  Captains — William 
W.  Shuler,  September  10,  1861;  Adams  S.  Loventhal,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1863;  Hiram  B.  Bates,  January  i,  1865.  First  Lieu- 
tenants— Henry  Boyce,  September  10,  1861;  W.  A.  Duey, 
January  20,  1863:  Hiram  B.  Bates,  November  21,  1863.  Sec- 
ond Lieutenants — C.  Perry  Butler,  September  10,  i86i;John 
Posey,  January  14,  1862;  Thomas  C.  Reese,  March  i,  1862. 
The  only  regimental  officer  of  the  Twenty-Ninth  from  Afiami 
county  was  C.  Perry  Butler,  March  i.  1865. 

ihc  T-vcnt\'-Xinth  was  organized  at  LaPorte  and  muster- 
ed into  service  for  three  years,  on  the  27th  of  August,  i86t, 
with  Jno.  F.  Miller  as  Colonel.  It  joined  General  Rousseau's 
command  at  Camp  Nevin,  Ky.,  moved  to  Munfordville,  Bowl- 
ing (ireen.  and  later  to  the  Tennessee  River,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  on  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  was  under 
fire  for  more  than  5  hours  and  suffered  severely.    Took  an  ac- 
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live  part  in  llu-  sicLje  of  CVirinth.  Aftt  r  which  it  moved  with 
Buell's  Army  in  pursuit  ol  Bragg  and  returned  to  Nashville, 
and  with  Rosecrans'  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River» 
losing  many  men  and  officers.  After  the  oecupati(jn  of  Mur- 
freesboro  the  Re<^inient  remained  there  till  May,  1863.  when  it 
moved  forward  willi  Rost'crans'  to  Tullahoma  and  Chattanooija. 
Also  participated  in  the  skirmishes  at  Lavergne,  Triune  and 
Liberty  Gap.  In  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  the  regiment  was 
engaged  both  days  and  lost  heavily.  In  January,  1864,  the 
Regiment  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  organization,  leaving  for  home 
the  same  month  on  a  veteran  furlough.  After  it  returned  to 
tlie  field  was  engaged  in  a  skirmish  at  Decatiur,  Alabama,  and 
Dalton.  (irorgia. 

The  Thirty-JS'iiith. — The  two  Companies  A  and  M  of  the 
Thirty-Ninth  were  composed  largely  of  Miami  count}-  men.  The 
entire  original  enrollment  of  Company  A,  98  in  number,  was 
credited  to  Miami  county.  There  were  91  recruits,  twenty-nine 
deaths  and  live  lost  bv  desertion.  The  commissioned  ollicers 
w  ere:  Captains  On  is  Blake,  September  2,  1861 :  Horace  S. 
Foote,  May  10,  1864;  Albert  Downing,  January  i,  1865.  First 
Lieutenants — E.  V.  Peterson,  September  2,  1861 ;  Horace  Foote, 
January  5,  1864;  P.  Blake,  May  10,  1864:  Nelson  llurst,  Janu- 
arv  I,  1875.  Second  Lieutenants  Horace  Foole,  September 
2,  1861:  P.  Blake.  January  5,  i80|:  Albert  Downing.  March  6. 
1864;  Andrew  Huffman,  January  i,  1865.  In  Company  M 
there  were  100  enlisted  men,  with  fourteen  recruits.  Eighteen 
of  these  died  in  the  service  and  ten  deserted.  Twenty  of  the 
original  enroll  mi  nt  w  ere  credited  to  IVCami  county.  The  only 
commissioned  oliicer  from  tin-  t  ounty  was  Elhanan  \'.  Peter- 
son. Date  of  commission,  January  5,  1865.  The  only  regi- 
mental otiicer  from  the  county  was  A.  S.  Lakin,  of  Peru,  wiio 
was  commis.sioned  Chaplain,  August  28,  1861. 

The  Eighth  Cai>afry  (jf^fA)  Re^ment  was  organized  as 
an  infatUr\  regiment  at  Indianapolis  on  the  29th  of  August, 
1861,  and  left  for  Ki-ntuekv  early  in  September,  After  camp- 
ing at  se\eral  points  it  marched  with  iiuelTs  .\rmy  into  Ten- 
nessee and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  7th,  1862, 
losing  two  killed  and  thirty-four  wounded.  It  next  participated 
in  the  seige  of  Corinth.  •  After  which  they  moved  with  Buell's 
Aimy  into  Alabama,  through  Teiiin  ssee  into  Kentucky  and 
baek  tn  Xashvilh',  and  there  joined  Kosecrans*  Army  and  with 
it  partiey\'Ued  in  the  battle  of  ,Si(>iu'  l<i\fr.  In  this  eng.i^r- 
menl  the  Regiment  suffered  .severi'ly.  losing  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  three  hundred  and  eighty.  In  April,  1863,  the 
Regiment  was  mounted  and  served  as  mounted  infantry  during 
that  year.    In  June  it  reinforced  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry 
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and  participated  in  ilu-  skirtnislics  at  Middleton.  Lihertx  (iap 
and  Winchester,  and  on  the  19th  and  20th  oi  September  was 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  Authority  being  gi\  en  to  change 
the  organization  from  infantry  to  cavidry.  Companies  L  and 
M  were  organized  in  September  and  on  goiriLT  to  the  Com- 
mand in  the  Held  the  Regiment,  on  tlu-  15th  of  (Jctober,  1863, 
organizi  d  into  the  Eighth  Cavah  \ .  On  the  22nd  of  Febniarv. 
1864,  the  Regiment  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  organization,  and 
soon  after  participated  in  the  Rousseau's  raid  in  Alabama,  and 
McCook's  raid  around  Atlanta.  It  was  next  engaged  in  Kil- 
patrick's  raid  in  Georgia,  and  at  the  battle  of  Lovejoy  Station 
did  effective  work.  In  tlit-  campaign  against  Savannah  and 
through  llie  Carolinas  h  pariicipated  in  ihe  baltlejs  and  skirm- 
isiies  at  Waynesboro,  Buckhead  Churcii,  Browne's  Cross 
Roads,  Reynold's  Farm,  Aiken,  Benton ville,  Averysboro  and 
RaK'igh.  The  Eighth  Ca\alry  whipped  Hamilton's  entire  force 
at  Morrisx  ille,  and  thus  had  the  honor  of  Hghting  the  last  bat- 
tle with  the  enemy  in  that  State.  During  its  term  of  service 
the  Regiment  lost  9  odicers  killed  in  battle,  3CK>  in  prisoners,  and 
captured  from  the  enemy  1,500  men,  1,000  stands  of  arms,  three 
railroad  trains,  1,400  horses,  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  four 

battle  flags. 

(.  ontpanv  li  of  the  Forlicth  was  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
Miami  County  men,  and  was  ollicered  as  follows:  Captains  —  A. 
Evving,  November  27,  1861;  O.  C.  Harvey,  June  16,  1862:  Charles 
S.  Smith,  March  i,  1865.  First  Lieutenants^ — John  C.  liellew,  No- 
vember 27,  1861;  Willard  Griswold,  June  16, 1862;  J.  C.  Brower, 
July  I,  1864:  C.  S.  Smith,  December  4,  1864;  N.  Y.  Buck,  March 
20,  1865:  Franklin  Cranor.  June  20,  1865.  St  torul  Lieutenants  - 
J,  C.  Thompson.  November  27,  1861:  O.  C  .  Harvey.  March  30, 
1862;  Albert  dinger,  June  16,  1862;  Franklin  Cranor,  June  i, 
1865;  John  Debarr,  September  i,  1865.  In  Company  I,  same  regi- 
ment, Mark  Dwire,  First  Lieutenant;  Alfred  Warwick,  Second 
Lieutenant,  aad  two  others  in  the  rank  of  private,  were  enrolled 
from  this  county.  Willard  Gnswold,  of  Feru,  became  Adjutant  of 
the  regiment  Juh"  r.  iSO.p 

The  Forlicth  Jies^imeid  was  oriianized  at  Lafavelte  the  \o\\\  of 
December,  1861,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  Bardstown,  Ky.  In 
Febniarv,  1862.  it  marched  with  Buell's  Armv  to  Nashville,  and 
thence  to  Northern  Alabama,  after  which  it  joined  in  pursuit  of 
Bragg  througli  Kentuckv.  The  regiment  returned  to  Nash\  ille  in 
N()\  rndier,  where  it  \n  is  assigned  to  the  6th  Div  ision  of  the  14111 
Army  Corps.  In  Decenioer  it  luarched  toward  Murfreesboro"  and 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  losing  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  eighty-6ve.  It  remained  at  Murn'eesboro'  for  some- 
time after  the  batUe,  and  when  the  army  was  reorganized  it  was 
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assigned  to  the  command  of  Major-General  Criltenden.  The  l  e^n- 
menl  next  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickaniauga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Mission  Rid^e,  after  which  it  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran 
organization.  The  regiment  joined  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and, 
under  General  Howard,  took  part  in  all  the  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes of  said  campaign,  and  in  the  battles  of  Dallas.  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Chaltahoochie  River  and  Peach  Tree  Creek,  took  a  very 
conspicuous  part.  After  the  occupation  of  Athuita  the  regiment 
was  sent  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  from  there  moved  to  Nashville, 
and  ort  the  15th  of  December  partidpatLd  in  that  battle.  In  the 
following  year  went  to  New  Orleans  and  from  there  to  Texas  and 
joined  General  Sheridan. 

J^ijty-jirst, — The  commissioned  officers  of  Company  C,  Fifty- 
first,  Mrere:  Captains — Francis  M.  Constant,  October  li,  186 1; 
William  Wallick,  June  30,  1863;  Avery  B.  Charpie,  December  15, 
1864.  First  Lieutenants — Joseph  Y.  Ballou,  October  11,  1861; 
A.  G.  Murra^ .  Jime  30,  1863;  John  C.  Young.  February  6,  1865. 
Second  Ivieulcnaiits — William  Wallick.  October  18,  1861;  Jasper 
Brown,  June  30,  1863;  A.  B.  Charpie,  November  23,  1864; 
LfOuis  P.  Holman,  May  i,  1865.  Sixty-one  of  the  ninety-two 
enlisted  men,  and  eight  of  the  fifty-six  recruits  were  credited  to 
Miami  Countv.  W^illiam  Morehead,  of  Peru,  was  assistant  surgeon 
of  the  regiment.  It  was  organized  at  Indianapolis  on  the  nth  of 
October,  1801,  and  was  mustered  in  December  14,  with  Abel  1). 
Streight  as  Colonel.  The  regiment  joined  Buell  in  Kentucky  and 
marched  into  Tennessee  where  it  participated  in  the  siege  of  Cor- 
inth, and  after  the  evacuation  marched  to  Stevenson,  Ala.  It  next 
joined  iiuell  in  jjursuit  of  Bragg  through  Kentucky,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  retnnied  to  Nashville,  where  it  joined  Rosecrans'  army 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  losing  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  forty-nine  men.  After  the  engagement  at  Stone  River 
it  left  on  the  Streight  expedition.  This  was  a  provisional  brigade 
organized  by  Col.  Streight  and  consisted  of  the  Fifty-rirst  and  Sev- 
entv-third  Indiana,  Third  Oliit)  and  Eiixhtieth  Illinois,  witli  two  cav- 
airy  companies  and  two  pieces  of  artillerv.  Thr  e\p(.Mliti( >n  jiro- 
ceeded  to  Rome,  Georgia,  via  Palmyra,  Fort  Henry  and  Easiport, 
Miss.,  where  th^  purposed  making  a  raid  on  the  rear  of  Bragg's 
army.  The  e.xpedition  reached  the  base  of  Sand  Mountains  on  the 
29th  of  April,  where  a  battle  ensued  with  Forrest's  cavalry,  which 
resulted  disastrouslv  to  the  latter.  On  the  ist  of  May  another  fight 
took  place  at  Crooked  Creek,  in  which  the  enemy  was  repulsed,- 
and  again  defeated  at  Blunl's  Farm.  The  command  pushed  for- 
ward with  the  hopes  of  capturing  Rome,  but  on  the  3d  of  May  was 
overtaken  near  GayK  s\  iIU .  Ala.,  by  General  Forrest  and  com- 
pelled to  surrender.  The  w  hole  force  was  consigned  to  a  rebel 
prison,  but  after  some  time  the  enlisted  men  were  paroled  for  ex- 
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change.  On  the  pth  of  February  Colonel  Streight  escaped  from 
Libby  Prison  by  means  of  a  tunnel.  In  November,  1863,  the  regi- 
ment was  exchan^^  and  at  once  returned  to  the  Held.  In  Febru- 
ar\ .  1864.  a  portion  of  the  rei^iment  re-eiilistLtl  as  veterans.  The 
14th  of  Di'ccmbcr  the  non-veteraiis  were  mustered  out  of  ser\  ice. 
On  the  i5tii  ot  December  it  participated  in  the  battle  of  iSashville. 
In  the  following  year  the  regiment  moved  to  New  Orleans  and 
thence  to  Texas. 

Eighty-seventh. — During  its  term  of  service  Company  C  of  the 
Eigbtx -seventh  was  oflicered  as  follows:  Captains- — Ilenr',-  Calkins, 
August  9,  1862,  and  Milo  D.  Ellis,  May  3,  1863.  First  Lieuten- 
ants— Milo  D.  Ellis,  August  9,  1862;  Burr  Russell,  May  3, 
1883;  J<>h"  Demuth,  December  i,  1883,  and  Irwin  Hutchinson, 
August  23,  1884.  Second  Lieutenants — I.  H.  Cockran,  August 
9,  1882:  Burr  Russell,  February  14,  1883:  Elisha  Brown,  May 
3,  1883.  and  William  H.  Reyburn,  Mav  i,  1885.  The  com- 
pany as  it  was  mustered  was  composed  exclusively  of  Miami 
county  men — 92  in  number.  There  were  twenty-four  died  in 
the  service  and  three  deserted.  In  Company  H  there  was  on» 
commissioned  officer  from  Miami  Coun^ — James  S.  Duret,  Seo> 
ond  lyieutenant. 

A/oic))H'>i(s  (if  /li^i/itv-Scx'CtifJi. — After  its  or»;anization  at 
South  Bend,  August  28th,  1862,  it  moved  to  Indianapolis  and 
was  mustered  in  on  the  31st,  with  Kline  G.  Shryock,  as  Col- 
onel. It  left  for  Kentucky  on  the  day  of  muster  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  with  it  took  part  in  Hueirs  campaiijn  in  Kentucky, 
and  participated  in  the  engagements 'at  Springfield  and  Perry- 
ville.  After  the  Kentucky  campaign  it  moved  into  Tennessee, 
and  in  March,  1883,  was  engaged  in  a  skirmish  with  General 
Forrest  ai  Chitpcl  Hill.  In  June  it  moved  with  the  Army  of 
the  Cumbt  ilaiul  and  engaged  in  campai<^ns  against  Tullahoma. 
It  returned  to  Tennessee  in  the  Fall  and  took  an  actixe  part  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  in  November  was  in  the  front 
line  in  the  storming  of  ^fission  Ridge.  In  Febi^pary  it  engaged 
the  enemy  at  Buzzard  Roost  and  proceeded  to  Ringgold  where 
it  went  into  camp.  It  was  next  engaged  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paii^n  and  participated  in  all  the  principal  battles  and  skirmishes, 
confrnnlini;  the  enenn  at  Rocky  Face.  Resacca,  Cassville,  Dal- 
la.s,  Kenesaw,  Peacii  Tree  Creek  and  before  Atlanta.  From 
Atlanta  it  went  in  pursuit  of  Hood  through  Northern  Georgia, 
but  soon  returned  to  Atlanta.  The  Regiment  left  Atlanta  about 
the  middle  of  November,  and  after  a  long  march,  with  one  or 
two  minor  cni^agements,  it  reached  the  defenses  of  .*^avanah  on 
the  u/ih  of  December  and  participated  in  the  siege.  It  was  in 
the  campaign  of  the  Carolinas  and  from  Raleigh  went  to  Wash- 
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iiigtun  City  with  Sherman's  Army  where  it  was  mustered  out 
of  the  8er\'ice. 

The  Xincly-Xinth. — In  the  Ninety-Ninth  n  i^nment  which 
was  raised  from  the  Ninth  Conrfressional  District,  there  were 
two  companies  of  Miami  county  mm.  Tiu'  first  companv.  which 
was.  assigned  lo  the  position  of  G,  was  organized  late  in  the 
summer  of  1862,  and  under  the  command  of  josiah  Farrar,  Cap> 
tain,  left  for  the  place  of  rendezvous.  Stopping  at  Lo«runsport 
they  were  tliere  <rivcn  a  reception  and  banquetted  b\  the  patri- 
otic people  nf  i!u'  cit\ .  The  second  company,  which  was  com- 
mandt'd  b\-  C'ajH.  William  V.  I'owell.  left  for  the  camp  early  m 
the  fail,  and  m  liic  organization  of  tlie  regiment  was  given  the  posi- 
tion of  I. 

Company  D  dnrinii;  its  term  of  Service  was  oflicered  as 
follows:  Captains:  Josi;ili  I'arrar.  August  19,  186-'.  and  (ieorge 
W.  Norris,  Mav  i,  1S05.  First  Lieutenants:  Joim  Clifton, 
August  19,  186^;  George  W.  N'orris,  August  22.  i86.^  and 
John  Harvey,  May  i,  18O5.  Second  Lieutenants:  J.  H.  llaui- 
Un,  August  19,  1862;  G.  W.  Norris,  January'  1863,  and 
Jacob  D.  Smith,  May  1.  1865. 

Company  I  had  the  following  named  commissioned  officers : 
Capt:iins:  William  \'.  Powell,  October  10.  1862.  and  Ira  B. 
Myers.  Mav  2,  1865.  First  Lieutenants:  Ira  B.  Myers,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1802,  and  L.  U.  Powell,  June  i,  1865.  Second  Lieu- 
tenants: James  B.  McGonigal,  October  10,  1862,  and  John  C. 
Parks.  May  i,  1865. 

The  regimental  oflicers  of  the  Ninety-Ninth  from  Miami 
counl\  were:  Josiah  Farrar,  Colonel,  Ma\'  i.  1865.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonels:  Josiah  Farrar,  May  i,  1805,  and  William  V. 
Powell,  May  2,  1865;  William  V.  JPowell,  Major,  May  i,  1S65. 
The  Ninetj'-Ninth  Regiment  was  organized  in  the  Ninth  Con- 
gressional District,  and  nuistered  into  the   service  October  2r, 

1862,  with  Alexand  r  Fowler  Colojiel.  The  Regiment  left  in 
November  for  Memphis.  Tennessee,  and  with  the  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps  topk  part  in  the   Tallahatchie  campaign.    In  May, 

1863,  it  sailed  down  the  Mississippi  River  and  joined  in  the  be- 
seiging  forces  of  General  Grant  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg;  thence 
to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  with  Sherman's  Army  participated 
in  the  siege  at  that  place.  The  Regiment  in  tlie  latter  part  of 
September  marched  lo  Memphis  and  from  thence  to  Chatta- 
nooga, where  it  at  once  took  po.ssession  of  Indian  Hill,  the  east 
extremity  of  Mission  Ridge,  and  with  tin  plates  as  intrench- 
ing tools,  improvised  a  full  line  of  defense,  and  on  the  25th 
participated  in  the  battle.  After  the  battle  of  -Mission  Ridge 
the  Regiment  moved  east  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  com- 
munications between  Bragg  and  Longstrect  and  relieve  Burnside, 
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then  beseiged  at  Knoxville.  The  Regiment  accomplished  this 
drearv  march,  almost  entirely  destitute  of  clothini^,  hlankets  and 
shoes,  and  without  rt'i^ular  rations  or  supplies  of  any  kind,  and 
marciied  thr(>u<(h  mud  antl  over  rocks  and  compelk-d  Loiij^slreet 
to  raise  the  seii^e.  It  marched  with  Sherman  s  Army  to  Atlanta, 
and  under  the  gallant  McPherson  was  en^'.i<^ed  in  every  skirmish, 
battle  or  assault  in  which  the  army  took  part.  The  Ninety-Ninth 
was  en<^aL^rL(l  fverv  day  in  the  skirmishes  from  ihc  ^rd  ol  Au- 
gust to  the  r  ^ih.  Leaving  Atlanta  it  marciied  with  Sherman  to 
the  sea.  and  on  the  march  was  eniia<;cd  in  skirmishes  at  Cannou- 
chee  and  Ogeechee  Rivers.  On  the  15th  of  December  the  Regi- 
ment took  part  in  the  charge  upon  Fort  McAllister,  which,  after  a 
desperate  hand  to  hand  struggle,  its  garrison  suirendi  ied  and 
opened  Sherman's  comnmnications  witli  the  sea.  From  Sa\  aiinah 
the  Reiriment  marcheil  with  Shennan  throiiLjh  the  Carolinas  on  to 
Washington  City  where  it  was  mustered  out  with  Col.  Farrar  in 
command.  The  Ninety-Ninth  left  for  the  iield  with  900  and  re- 
turned with  425  men  and  officers.  It  marched  during  its  term  of 
servici'  more  than  4,000  miles. 

Mr.  Farrar.  under  whose  command  the  regiment  was  mustered 
out,  was  one  of  ihrte  of  the  Miami  L'ount\-  \ OUmlcers  w  lm  rose  to 
the  position  of  Colonel.  While  iiolding  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  com- 
mission he  was  much  of  the  time  in  command  of  the  regiment  and 
on  different  occasions  commanded  a  brigade.  His  promotions  were 
always  a  reward  of  merit,  he  having  filled  every  position  to  which 
he  was  called  with  distinfruished  abilitv. 

Afof'^(i/i\<  Raid.    -In  Jul  v.  a   division  of   reht:i  troops 

under  the  command  of  General  John  H.  Morgan,  crossed  the 
Ohio  at  Brandenburg  and  proceeded  northward  into  Indiana. 
All  the  available  regular  troops  had  been  sent  to  General  Boyle, 
at  that  time  commanding  the  District  of  Kentucky,  which  thus 
left  hidiana  seemingh-  at  the  mercv  of  the  "raiders."  (jovernor 
Morton,  having  the  utmost  contidence  in  the  patriotism  cA  the 
people  of  his  Slate,  addressed  a  dispatch  to  the  various  portions 
of  the  State,  requesting  that  companies  be  organized  and  imme- 
diate!}- sent  to  Indianapolis.  The  citizens  of  Miami  County?  with 
their  characteristic  patriotism,  organized  two  companies,  and  one 
in  less  than  forly-eight  hours,  were  en  route  to  tlu-  Capital. 
Both  companies  were  assigned  to  the  One  Ilundretl  and  Ninth 
Regiment  Minute  Men.  The  lirsl  was  mustered  in  July  10  and 
was  as.signed  to  the  position  of  F,  and  was  officered  as  follows: 
Captain.  \Vm.  B.  Re\  hurn:  First  Lieutenant,  Jonas  Hoover,  and 
Second  Lieutenant,  W.  F.  .M.  Wallick.  The  enrollment  of  the 
Company  was  nini-tv-tive.  All  were  mustered  out  on  the  17th 
of  same  month  e\cej')i  three,  who  deserted.  Companv  D  was 
mustered  in  on  the  nth  of  July,  ami  ct>n.>isied  of  si.\ty-live  en- 
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listed  men,  and  with  the  following  commissioned  officers:  Cap- 
tain, Joseph  Y.  Ballon:  First  Lieutenant,  Jo..n  C.  Bellew,  and 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ir.i  B.  StcN-rns.  The  conipan\  w  as  mustered 
out  with  rcfjimcnt  on  the  17th  of  julv.  Thv  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  Rej^inicnt  was  composed  wholl\-  of  niinulc  men.  The 
regiment  was  organized  on  the  loth  of  July.  1863,  witii  John 
R.  Mahan  as  Colonel,  and  contained  an  ag<;rcgate  of  709  rank 
and  Hie.  It  left  Indianapolis  by  rail  on  the  13th,  arriving  at 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  the  next  morning.  Thence  it  proceccled  to 
Cincinnati,  when  the  emergencv  being  past,  the  rei^iment  re- 
turned to  Indianapolis,  and  on  the  17th  of  Jul\  wa>  muslend  out. 

Public  Sentiment  in  iS6j  — In  the  latter  days  of  the  war 
opinion  was  divided  as  to  the  best  means  of  suppressing  the 
rebellion.  Many  were  in  favor  of  prosecuting  the  w  ar,  while 
other.s  were  in  favor  of  conciliatory  measures.  Those  who 
favored  the  latter  gave  expression  to  their  feelings  through 
the  resolution  in  the  Senate,  which  body  declared  "  that 
it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Chief  Executive  of  the 
Nation  to  proclaim,  and  we,  therefore,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
prople  of  Indiana,  demand  the  establishment,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, oi  an  armistice  to  the  end  that  a  convention  of  all  the 
States  may  be  held  for  the  adjustment  of  our  national  difficulties." 
They  called  uj)on  Congress  to  use  their  power  to  pro\ide  for 
such  a  convention,  but  in  the  event  that  Congress  should  fail, 
declared  further,  "that  we  hereby,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
Ituliana.  invite  all  States  to  meet  delegates  h'om  Indiana  at 
Nasluiile,  Tenn..  June  i,  1863.''  This  expression  was  indorsed 
by  the  Democracy  of  many  counties  in  Indiana,  and  while  the 
party  was  not  unanimous  in  its  support  of  this  policy,  there 
were  many  in  Miami  County  who  believed  such  a  course  would 
restore  the  Union  and  save  much  suffering  and  bloodshed.  The 
Democracy  of  this  as  well  as  pther  counties  of  the  State,  was 
opposed  to  the  war  policy  of  the  Administration,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  express  their  disajiproN  al  either  on  the  stump  or 
through  the  press.  In  response  to  this  freedom  of  expression, 
Brig.-Gen.  Hascall,  Commander  of  the  District  of  Indiana, 
issued  an  order,  known  as  Order  No.  o,***  in  which  he 
declares  that  editors  of  tu  wspapers  and  public  speakers  who 
oppose  the  war  policv  of  the  Administration  are  as  much 
opposed  to  the  goxeniniint  and  therefore  liiible  to  arrest.  This 
order  was  published  April  25,  1863,  and  during  the  time  it  was 
in  effect  caused  much  excitement  and  bitter  feeling.  It  was 
considered  by  many  to  be  unconstitutional,  believing  that  the 
right  of  the  people  to  criticize  all  pubUc  acts  is  inherent.  The 
Democrats  of  Miami  County  met  in  convention  soon  after  this 
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order  was  issued,  and,  among  other  resolutions,  adopted  the 
following: 

Resoli  cil,  That  the  will  of  the  jieople  is  tlic  foundation  of 
all  free  ^jfovernineiit.  and  that  free  thought,  free  speech,  and  a 
free  press  are  inherent  and  constitutional  rigiits  of  the  people 
and  that  no  military  officer,  whether  in  time  of  peace  or  war, 
has  a  right  to  restrain  the  people  from  discussing  the  measures 
and  policy  of  their  servants  and  to  decide  upon  the  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  their  acts." 

So  unpopular  had  this  order  become  that  Gov.  Morton,  who 
was  always  quick  to  discern  the  effect  of  any  movement  by  the 
military  authorities,  advised  that  it  be  rescinded,  which  was  done 
June  6,  1863. 

In  the  Twelfth  Cavalry  [127)  Regime ni,  Miami  CounQr 
was  represented  in  two  companies,  viz.:  L  and  M.  The  for- 
mer consisted  of  \oo  originally  enlisted  men,  all  from  Miami 
County  ,  and  ten  recruits.  There  were  eleven  killed  and  two  de- 
serted. The  commissioned  officers  of  Company  L  were:  Cap- 
tain, Ethan  E.  Thornton,  Januar}'  7,  1862;  First  Lieutenants,  J. 
Y.  Ballou,  January  7,  1864,  and  George  N.  Osgood,  May  i, 
1865;  Second  Lieutenants,  G.  N.  Osgood,  January  7,  1864;  J.  M. 
Houk,  May  i,  1865,  and  James  Highland,  July  i,  1865.  Com- 
pany M  had  but  one  commissioned  officer  from  Miami  County, 
Joseph  Y.  Ballou,  Captain,  May  i,  1865.  In  this  company  there 
were  twenty-two  enlisted  men  from  said  county.  Six  of  those 
died  in  the  service.  The  regimental  ofFiccis  from  the  county 
were:  Orris  Blake,  Major,  March  i,  1864,  and  William  Pew, 
Adjutant,  May  8,  1865.  The  Twelfth  Cavalry  (127)  Regiment, 
was  organized  at  Kendaliville  on  the  ist  of  March,  1864,  with 
Edward  Anderson  as  Colonel.  But  six  companies  were  mounted. 
The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Nashv^ille,  Tenn.,  and  after  a  few 
weeks'  instructions  proceeded  to  IIutits\-ille,  Ala.,  the  mounted 
portion  utuler  Col.  Reed  and  the  dismoutitcd  portion  under  Col. 
Anderson.  Col.  Anderson  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
railroad  defenses  from  Decatur  to  Point  Rock,  and  the  district 
around  HuntsviUe.  The  mounted  companies  had  numerous 
skirmishes  with  the  guerrilla  bands  that  infested  that  region. 
In  September,  1864,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  TuUahoma, 
Tenn..  to  garrison  that  post,  and  while  there  Col.  Anderson  was 
ordered  to  Indiana  for  special  service,  and  in  his  absence  Major 
Blake,  of  Peru,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post. 
While  stationed  there  the  regiment  had  several  skirmishes  with 
the  command  of  Geii.  Forrest,  Leaving  Tullahoma  the  regi- 
ment proceeded  to  Murfreesboro  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Wilkinson's  Pike  and  Overall's  Creek,  and  was  employed  in 
several  skirmishes  in  defense  of  Murfreesboro.     The  regiment 


uiyui^od  by  Google 


3i8 


HISTORY  OP  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


went  into  winter '  quarters,  where  it  remained  until  February 
II,  1865,  when  it  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans  and  from  thence 
to  Mobile  Bay  where  it  participated  in  the  operations  against 
the  forts  and  defences  of  Mobile.  After  the  fall  of  Mobile,  the 
regiment  under  command  of  Maj.  Wm.  H.  Calkins  participated 
in  a  raid  of  over  800  miles  through  Alabama.  Gcor<»-ia.  to  Col- 
umbus, Mississippi.  I  k-adquarters  were  changed  to  Gn  nnda, 
from  which  detachments  of  the  regiment  were  sent  to  various 
places  to  protect  gbvemment  property.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Vicksburg,  Nov.  10,  1865. 

///  the  One  Hundred  and  TioentymBigkth  (according  to 
the  Adjutant-General's  report),  there  were  four  men  from  >Iiami 
County,  viz.:  Geo.  S.  Evans,  Jas.  Duncan  and  Israel  Leedv, 
privates,  and  Richard  K.  Miller,  who  w^as  commissioned  Captain 
of  Company  I,  March  3,  1864;  Adjutant,  December  %  1863; 
Major,  May  l,  1865,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel,  June  i.  1S65. 

Company  K  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- Fourth  (roo 
days),  was  composed  to  a  large  extent  of  Miami  county  men. 
The  company  was  mustered  in  May  24,  1864.  The  onl\-  com- 
missioned oilicers  of  said  company  from  the  county  were  Alex- 
ander Jamison  and  Isaac  J.  C.  Guy,  Second  Lieutenants. 

Comfany  A  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-Eiirhth  \  100  days), 
consisted  of  eighty-one  enlisted  men,  all  from  Miami  county. 
The  company  was  mustered  in  May  27,  1864,  and  was  otlicered 
as  follows:  Captain,  Jonas  Hoover,  May  7,  1864;  First  Lieutenant, 
Wesley  Wallick,  May  7,  1864,  and  Henry  D.  Moore,  May  7, 
1864. 

Each  of  these  regiments  was  assigned  to  duty  along  tiie 
line  of  Na.shville  &  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  &  Alabama,  and 
Memphis  &  Charleston  railroads,  wliich  was  tlie  only  service 
performed  by  them. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fpy-Ftrst^^VtOitT  the  President's  last 
call,  issued  December  19,  i^iSf,  for  three  thousand  troops,  Miami 
county  responded  with  no  fewer  than  three  hundred  men.  These 
were  assigned  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-First  and  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftv'-Fifth  regiments,  for  one  years'  service. 
Companies  C  and  1j  of  the  151st  were  made  up  almost  exclu- 
sively of  Miami  coun^  men,  while  in  Companies  H  and  I 
there  were  as  many  as  ten  of  Miami  county's  veterans.  Com- 
pany C  was  ofTicered  as  follows:  Captain,  Willinm  A.  Nichols; 
First  Lieut.  I.  J.  C.  Guy,  and  Second  Lieut.  William  H.  \"ance. 
Of  the  ninety-nine  originally  enlisted,  five  were  kiUed  imd  three 
deserted.  The  commissioned  officers  of  Company  D  were:  Cap- 
tain, Nathan  Stephens;  First  Lieutenants,  J.  H.  Morgan  and  John 
B.  Winters,  and  Second  Lieutenants,  Andrew  J.  Haynes,  Thomas 
R.  Ellis,  and  Charles  U.  Gould.   There  was  lost  in  killed  ten,  and 
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one  by  desertion.  John  II.  Ream,  Captain  of  Company  H,  was 
the  only  commissioned  oHiccr  of  said  company  from  Miami  county. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-First  was  composed  of  com- 
panies raised  in  the  Ninth  Congressional  District,  and  was  organ- 
ized at  Indianapolis  March  3,  1^5,  with  Joshua  Healy  as  Colonel. 
On  the  6th  of  March  left  for  Nashville.  It  moved  on  the  14th  to 
Tullahoma,  where  it  remained  on  duty  until  June  14th.  when  it 
returned  to  Nashville.  There  it  did  post  and  garrison  duty  until  the 
19th  of  September,  1865,  when  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
Company  K  of  the  155th  was  composed  largely  of  Miami  county 
men,  and  was  officered  by  Henry  D.  Moore,  Captain;  J.  H.  Jamison, 
First  Lieutenant,  and  James  Bell,  Second  Lieutenant.  Eight  of  the 
company  deserted.  The  regimental  officers  from  this  county  were 
John  M.  Wilson,  Colonel;  John  W.  Smith,  Surgeon;  Joseph  A. 
Chandler  and  Martin  B.  Arnold,  Assistant  Surgeons.  The  regi- 
ment was  organized  at  Lidianapolis  April  18,  1865.  It  left  for 
Washington  me  latter  part  of  the  mouth  and  from  there  was  sent 
to  Alexandria  and  assigned  to  the  provisional  brigade  of  the  Third 
Division  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  On  the  3d  of  May  it  was 
transferred  to  Dover,  at  which  place  the  companies  were  detached 
and  sent  to  Centerville,  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  Salisburg,  Maryland. 
On  the  return  to  the  regiment  of  two  of  these  companies  a  railroad 
accident  occurred  by  wmch  a  number  were  seriously  injured.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Dover,  Delaware,  August  4,  1865. 

Col.  J.  M.  Wilson,  the  commander  of  the  last  regiment  in 
which  Miami  county  was  represented,  as  well  as  the  first  company 
to  the  front,  deserves  a  leading  place  in  the  military  history  of 
NGami  county.  He  was  by  profesaon  a  lawyer,  and  while  he  pre- 
ferred civil  to  military  life,  he  never  hesitated  to  lay  aside  the  duties 
of  the  former  for  the  latter  when  he  believed  his  country  was  in 
danger.  While  enterin*:^  upon  a  professional  career  with  much 
promise,  he  abandoned  it  to  lead  a  companv  against  the  forces  of 
Santa  Anna.  At  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico  he  returned  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  only  to  again  relinquish  it  at  the  first 
call  tor  assistance.  For  this  unselfish  devotion  to  his  country  he 
deserves  a  place  in  the  heart  of  every  loyal  citizen. 

The  Four  tec  tit  h  Battery  of  Li^ht  Artillery  was  recruited 
mainly  in  Wabash,  Iluntinij^ton,  Miami  and  Fayette  Counties  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  186 1-2,  and  was  mustered  uito  the  service  in 
March,  1862,  with  M.  H.  Kidd,  of  Wabash,  captain.  It  was  com- 
posed of  138  enlisted  men,  85  recruits  and  68  re-enlisted  veterans, 
making  a  total  enrollment  of  291.  Twenty-two  were  citizens  of 
Miami  County.  Of  this  number  twenty-five  died  and  thirty-ei'^ht 
deserted.  Henrv  C.  Loveland,  of  Peru,  was  commissioned  Second- 
Lieutenant  Jaimary  20,  1862,  and  died  at  Bethel,  Tenn.,  June  14, 
1862.   The  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory  by  the  members  of 
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his  section  shows  the  universal  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  bv  his 
comrades.  The  battery  left  hidianapolis  for  St.  Louis  on  the  nth 
of  April.  1862,  and  thence  to  Pittsburg  LandinjLj.  It  next  proceeded 
to  Corinth  where  it  participated  in  the  siege  of  that  place;  thence  to 
Jackson  and  I-exington,  Miss.,  where  a  section  of  the  battery,  con- 
sisting^ of  thirty  men,  were  captured  by  Forrest's  cavalry.  After 
spending  Uie  greater  part  of  1863  in  Tennessee,  it  embarked  for 
\''icksbiiri^,  and  from  thence,  with  a  force  under  General  vSherman, 
to  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  participated  in  that  famous  raid.  After 
returning  to  Vicksburg,  Captain  Kidd  was  promoted  Miiior  of  the 
Eleventh  Cavalry,  and  was  succeeded  as  Captain  by  F.  W.  Morse* 
At  Gunport,  Miss.,  the  battery  lost  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  five 
men  killed  or  wounded.  On  the  15th  and  i6th  of  December  it  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  before  Nashville.  Its  last  en^ajn^ement  was 
in  the  operations  against  Mobile,  after  which  it  marched  to  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  where  it  was  mustered  out  August  13,  1865. 

Indiana  Legion. — ^The  following  comj)anies  of  the  Indiana 
Legion,  in  Miami  County,  with  names  of  officers,  are : 

J//V/;///  ^rz/r/zv/.s-.  James  IIii;!dand.  Captain;  Thomas  R.  Kllis, 
First- Lieutenant,  and  John  Pearson,  Second- [lieutenant. 

Morton  Rangers, — Thomas  E.  Cassingham,  Captain;  James 
W.  Campbell,  Captain;  Alexander  Stanley  and  Lucus  A.  Adams, 
First-Lieutenante;  T.  R.  Ellis,  Second-Lieutenant. 

Union  Guards. — ^ Joseph  Y.  Ballou  and  Daniel  Griswold,  Cap- 
tains: James  L.  Wilson,  First- Lieutenant,  and  John  Lesley  and 
Daniel  Harter,  Second-Lieutenants. 

IVheatville  Guards. — John  Old,  Captain;  W.  A.  Cover,  First- 
Lieutenant,  and  R.  W.  Butt,  Second-Lieutenant. 

Mi^lkunous.^Yonr^  Heavy  Artillery,  U,  S.  Colored  Troop* 
was  represented  by  fifteen  men  from  Miami  County.  This  com- 
pany was  mustered  into  the  service  in  the  fall  of  1864. 

There  were  other  regiments  in  which  Miami  County  was  rep- 
resented, of  which  the  following  is  a  partial  list:  Eighth,  Thirty- 
first,  Forty-sijrth,  Seventy-Third,  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth 
(two  Companies,  K  and  G  ),  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth,  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-vSecond  (  Companies  I  and  K  ).  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-Seventh  (Companies  and  F),  Twelfth  Battery,  Light 
Artillery,  Seventh  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  and  Twenty-first  Bat- 
tery of  Light  Artillery.  There  were  doubtiess  many  others  who 
enlisted  from  this  county  that  were  not  accounted  for  in  the  official 
report  of  the  Adjutant-General. 

MIAMI  county's  dead  IN  THE  WAR  OF  THE  RIOBKLLION. 
COMPANY  II,  TIUKTKKNTII  Ui:< :  I M  KNT  (TITREK  YKAKS). 

Aker,  Nelson,  killed  at  Weir  Chuich,  May  80.  1864. 
Baker,  Daniel,  died  in  AndenonTllle  Ptiaon,  Sept.  80, 1864. 
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Chaudy,  Jna      died  at  Polly  Tsland,  Oct  13, 1868. 

D«y,  William,  kill.-.Iut  .Vllcirh  uiy.  ])>  <  .  VI.  isci. 
Oolan,  Patrick,  kilU^d  «t  ('hc!>t«  r"si;iiu)ii,  May  lU.  1»G4. 
Fagiin.  MHithew,  kUled  at  All.- Jmnv,  Dec  18, 1861. 

Fox,  WUlianif  Juno  7, 1«04- 

OonKpr,  Levi,  died  Folly  Islnnd,  Oct  21, 1888. 

John, dli'il  of  wound",.  M  ly  -.'n. 
i.oii-.T,  .Tonntlnin,  killed  at  Weir  I'iiun  h.  M  ly  .'O,  18B4. 
Graviu'.',  K^l^••^t,  died  at  Ucaufort,  Jan.  1"»,  IM!}. 
HcFarlaud,  Uarriitoiif  killed  at  Blackwater,  Va.,  Dec.  12,  lb62. 
Stevenson,  W.  H.  died  Polly  Island,  Oct.  14, 1868. 
W.-iriKT,  .lohtj  v.,  killcil  :if"Kirli  Moiiiit  iiii,  July  11, 1861. 
\\  jitMtu,  Uoburt,  died  at  FolJy  island,  Nov.  3,  1808. 
Widonr,  Franda,  died  at  Clarkaburg,  Vtu,  Aug.  6, 1861. 


roMI'ANY  A,  TniUTKKNTIl  KK  UIIUANIZKD. 

€orom»ter,  Alex>  killed  at  Ft  Fisher.  Jan.  15, 1865. 
Hamilton,  Daalel.  died  in  Anderaonville  Prison,  l>ec.  9, 1864. 

Marqiii--.  J.  M.,  (lied  <>f  wounds  n  t  i'ivfd  near  Poterslnir^  July  8, 1864. 
McQui>ioa,  J.  C,  died  in  AudenM>uville  IMsou,  Aug.  3U,  1804. 

coMP.urr  F,  nxTBBirru  rbguibnt  (TmutB  tbarb). 

Brandorn,  Abraliain,  died  of  woiinda,  July  1S*).1. 

BrookM,  Ibttioh,  died  fit  iudiaiiupolia,  July  11,  t8G3. 

Bennett,  IVmald  W.,  died  of  wonndet;  S^plemTicr  6, 1868. 

Buckley  Willi  i-n  r  .  ki!l.^d  at  Ri.  Jim.md,  Ky..  Aui;  30, 1868. 

Oolnr.  .T<'>>»-  1'.,  cli,-.l  ,»t  IndianaiK.li^.  Nov.  'iii.  I8fj2. 

iicn'mi.  David  D..  di«'d  at  Vi(  k<: 'ur-.  Jan.  2S,  KStilJ. 

Garrett,  Salatbiel,  died  of  wouado,  April  15, 1864. 

House,  Daniel,  died  at  Indianapolis,  Nor.  8, 1868. 

,Tay.  Alfre<l.  dir-d  ^ti!lik<-n  Ticnd,  Ai)ril  ISO:}. 

.Jon«'s,  Danifl  W.,  di.-d  at  Millikt  ii  Ik'iid,  April  15.  18G3. 

JpstfT.  .Madison,  di<'d  at  St.  I.ouis.  April  S,  ISI!;}. 

Jotmaoti,  WiUiam,  killed  Maoalield,  La.,  April  8, 1864. 

Eeefe.  Jamea,  killed  Mansfield,  Lti.,  April  8, 1864. 

Loo.  .Androw  J..  di(Ml  at  St.  f.oins,  July  2:{,  IS'W. 

Lanlioru,  Burton,  died  at  .Millikon's  Bond,  .Nlay  26,  1863. 

M(  I)on:dd,  William  A..  <lio«!  at  .Millkon's  i^nid,  Maich  80^  1868. 

Pond,  Joaiab,  died  at  St  Loui^  J  uae  28, 186ii. 

Robinson,  Andrew,  died  at  Vicksbnrjr,  June  38, 1868. 

Ri<ld.-.  Darius  A.,  di-d  at  :SIilliken's  Bond,  April  8,  1868. 

81.. :m,  William,  kilit-d  at  Mansfiold,  April  8,  1864. 

S.'irrr,  Florian,  died  at  Donaldsvillo,  May  11,  1864. 

Payne,  Aaron  £,  died  at  New  OrleaDs,  April  18,  1864. 

Vauffhn,  Jeremiah  M„  died  at  Young's  Point,  Feb.  22,  186& 

Tenia,  Ueniy,  died  of  wounda,  Sept.  18, 1868. 

COMPA5Y  K,  8BVB:(TEKNTH  bboimbnt. 
Jont's,  Newton,  died  at  Boling,  ivy.,  tk;pt  1862. 

OOHPABT  A,  TWKNTIBTB  KBanOXfT  (TRRSB  TBAII8> 

Thomas,  John  F.,  killrd  May  12.  1864. 
Ash,  Amos  D.,  killod  at  (M-ffyshiirir. 
Brownloo,  David  1*.,  kille  d  at  < i.Hv <liur;r. 
Cook,  Bonj.  F.,  died  at  Wtifhinirtoii,  July  4,  1864. 
Irvin,  Honry,  died  at  City  I'oint,  Va. 

Rol  iii-dii.  (icopj.'  \y  ,  iliod  at  .Vloxandria,  Marcl)  35, 1864. 
Bmitli,  Nictiulab  J.,  killed  at  Oak  Grove,  Va.,  June  85, 18tt2. 
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ScfTfT,  .I'»liu  M.,  killed  at  (tcttyslmrL'. 

Siuitli,  Chiirlcs  W..  kilh-tl  at  ("JHtyslmri;. 

8t<»\vi'.  (Jt'orgc  W.,  kilknl  at  Chit  kahomiuy. 

Tiif,  .Ino.  yi.,  killed  at  Getty sbur;i,'. 

Wright,  Daniel     killed  probably  at  Qettyaburg. 

ooMPAKT  H,  rwvttTt-tnma  vaatuMST  (rtaan  maa), 

Rccsc,  Thoiniis  II.,  died  in  I.ibby  Prinm. 

Gnodlio,  .Frx  ko,  di^d  at  I.i>iii>\  illi-.  Man  li  4. 

Killian,  John,  killml  at  (.'liit  kamauira,  Sept.  IK,  lS«>;i. 

McNair,  James,  died  at  Camp  WockI.  Ky.,  Jan.  14,  1863. 

McCain,  Jamea^  died  ut  Nashville,  April  13, 1864. 

Potter,  Thoron,  died  at  Nashville,  March  1868. 

Rider.  I.t  niuinl.  \vi)ini<1<  d  at  Chic  kamauga,  died  NOT.  8, 1868. 

KoccooQ,  Jiu:ksoii,  died  at  Nashville,  1865. 

COXPAHT  A,  BIOaTB  CATAUIT  (SOTH). 

Hicks  Ahniliam,  killed  at  Stono  River. 

Rt^ubo  Win.,  died  at  Chattanooga,  Sept  29, 1868. 

Bij^ley,  James  L.  died  of  disease. 

(lark.  Jiio.  II.,  Died  at  Nnshvillr,  Dec.  4, 1868. 

Uarve>\  \S  in..  kille«l  .it  Shih,h,  April,  18fi2. 

Hicke, Patrick,  died  at  Kvansville,  Jidy  .0,  ISiVi. 

JackaoD,  Juo.,  died  of  wouudn  at  Shiloli,  April  9, 1862. 

Jones,  William  W.,  killed  at  Stone  River. 

Lamhini).  Hiifns,  died  — 

Ltx  kvvood,  (ieo.  W.,  died  April  1863. 

Pearson,  Perrv  D.,  died  

Pontiou»«,  Benj.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  Dec  81, 1862. 

Powell.  Wm.  li.,  died  

Repp,  C'liristopher,  died 

Taylor,  Geo.  L,  killed  at  Stoue  itiver,  Dec  31,  1862. 
Vtter,  Thoina«  Q.,  died  Dee.  96, 1864. 

tX>MI'ANY  -M.  EKillTH  (  AV  AI.HY  (39TH). 

Gate,  Martin,  killed  at  Black  River,  March  16, 1863. 
Raynor.  Alfred,  killed  at  Black  River,  March  16,18(». 

Sharp,  llenr)-,  died  jit  C.unp  >Ve»isier,  Tenn.,  Oct.  l.'>.  1864* 
Swenirle.  Sain.,  killed  at  IJl:u  k  Hiver,  March  16,  1S65. 
Thomas,  HoU-rt  S..  died  at  Niu-hville,  June  16,  1865.  • 
WUkinaon,  F.  M.,  died  at  Nashville,  June 28, 1864. 

OOlfPAirr  B,  FOBTIKTR  UMUCBHT  (THREE  TBAEB.) 

Botton,  Jno.  T..  died  Dec.  6, 1864. 

Rrower.  J«Temiah.  killed  at  Franklin,  Nov.  :jn,  1864. 

Thomitson,  Wm.  L.,died  !>t  Kvansville.  Aul'.  14.  1862. 

Atchison,  Kobt.,  killed  at  Stotie  Hiver,  Dec.  ;M,  1862. 

Belew,  Joseph  A.  killed  at  Keneaaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 

Bank,  J.  n.,  klUed  at  Misdon  Ridize,  Nov.  25, 1868. 

Beard.  (Jeo.  II.,  died  of  womids.  Mission  Ridge. 

Cook.C.  M.,  died  at  Nashville.  Jime  5,  1K6:{. 

Collins.  Onesmus,  killed  at  Keiiesaw  Mountain.  June  27.  1864. 

Doud,  Arthur,  killed  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  27. 1864. 

Everhart,  Lewis  H..  killed  at  Keneaaw  Mountain,  June  87, 1868. 

Halin.  Jixt.,  died  of  \vnim<l>^,  Nov.  20.  1M6:{. 

Hide,  .\u-iiu  1)..  killed  at  Shiloh.  April  \'>,  1S62. 

Koff.  Fred,  died  of  wounds.  April  i:{,  18154. 

Lesley,  Morris,  killed  at  Mission  Ridge,  Mov.  25,  1863. 
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.Miller,  Milton,  killed  at  Stono  Hivor.  Tit  v.  m. 

3lot<',  KM,  killed  at  Mission  Ridirc,  Nov.  ijo,  IS(;;{. 

Null,  Jna  II.,  died  at  TiucumbiiH  Ala.,  Juoe  '4^^  1802. 

Ramscj,  David,  died  Oct.  2(K  1^- 

Smith,  .hio.  W.,  di«'d  at  Na-Jivilli-.  IVc  r,.  l^r,4. 

RunU'v,  Sanford,  dii'<l  ot  McHimls,  prolKil>ly  at  Stone  Hiver. 

Wattf fs,  Jamos.  kilknl  at  Keiifsaw,  .TimfJ?,  1S<>4. 

Walling,  J.,  Icilled  at  Stone  River,  Dec.  30,  1862. 

Wooley,  Jno.,  killed  at  Kenesaw,  June  27, 1804. 

COMI'AJiY  G,  FIKTT-FIKBT  UiaUMKNT  (THKEK  VKABS). 

Baker.  Hobt..  died  at  Sanford,  Kv..  Fob.  10,  1868. 
Crooks,  William.  di<Hl  at  Xaslivifle,  Sept.  IH.  1802. 
Dvt  r.  ("Iiarleii,died  at  L<'bnnon.  Kv.,  F»-!'.  15»,  is;j. 
Ewing,  Thomas,  died  at  Na^hvillei  Man  h  8(<,  18G2. 
Paley,  'Jtioraas,  died  at  Bowlinp  (treen,  Sept.  1 7.  1862. 
Jam."-.  :\rar(iii  V.  H.,  died  at  IVrn,  .\u«:.  15.  lS(>:i 
Bullivun,  tleorge,  died  at  Peru  July  19,  1864. 

COMPAHT  C,  KIOHTT-9BVEKTII  BHOniBlIT  (TIEBKB  YBiUW). 

Hus.s«'ll.  Ilurr,  died  of  wounds.  Nov.  39, 1868. 

Demutli,  Jno.,  kille<l  Aufr.  '22,  1804. 

Brown,  Elistia,  killed  at  ("hickuniautra,  Sept.  IWH. 

Brown,  Martin  V.  died  a'  <  li  ilfanoniM.  .Nov. 

Clendenin,  Andrew  P.,  died  at  Dowd's  Lsland,  April  3, 1866. 

Dcrii  k,  George,  died  at  Nashville.  March  6,  1868. 

Edward,  Sylvester,  died  of  \vi>iinds,  at  Chattanooga,  Oct.  11, 1868. 

Foss,  Jaujes  G.,  died  at  C'liat'anooira.  Oet.  II.  18453. 

Gla/.e  Geo.,  dieil  at  (  hattatiooira.  No\  .  s.  iscii. 

Hart,  Geo.,  dieii  at  Lebanon,  Ky.,  Feb.  21,  liMia, 

Hawyer,  Wm.  II.,  died  of  wounds,  Rirhmond,  Via.,Dec.  15|  1868. 

Kennedy,  Joe  J.,  died  at  (iallaiin,  Nov.  IS(52, 

Kepler,  Jno.,  died  at  Hiujrold,  (ia.,  Aprii  U',  1804. 

\Vi;i.  .1..  died  at  I^misville.  Dee.  15>,  1868. 
Alariue,  jVsa  W.,  Waldon  Kidge,  Oct.  1863. 
Marshall,  Flerman,  died  of  woun<b  at  Nashville,  Dec  14^  1868. 
Newby,  Isaiali  J,  died  nf  w  tumds  at  Chattantwga,  Oct.  17, 1868. 
Perkins,  Ilhainer,  died  :i1  (iallaiin,  Tenn.,  Nov.  12,  1862. 
Petty,  Miles  C,  killed  at  Cbiekat^la^lsr:^  Sept.  20,  1888. 
Reexe,  Jno.,  died  at  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  Jan.  10,  IS&H. 
Saxon,  Wm.  J.,  died  at  GallaHn,  Tenn.,  Dec.  14, 1863. 
Waller,  Geo.  P.,  did]  at  Bowling  (Jreen.  Pei  .  2:?.  18(52. 
Wicker,  Wm.,  killed  at  Chickamauga,  i:>ept.  20,  1863. 
Wodf,  JMob^  died  at  THune,  Tenn.,  May  8, 1868. 

<'OMP.\NV  I>.  MNKTY-MNTH  HKCIMKNT  (TllREK  YEARS). 

ConneU.  Jno.  F.,died  at  Memphis,  ^ov,  23,  1862. 
Hitsmiller,  Samuel,  died  at  Memphis,  Nov.  28, 1862. 
Reamer,  Wm.,  died  at  Memphis,  Sejit.  t?.'),  18()3. 
Reamerj-Jesse,  died  at  Memphis,  April  U,  1863. 
Snider,  Revbaii,  died  at  Fwt  Fowler,  March  4, 1868. 

COMrANV  I,  -MNKTV-NtNTH  UK(iI.MKNT  (TIIRSE  YKARS). 

Aibaugli,  Daniel,  died  at  Indianapolis,  Nov.  7. 1862. 
HcGraw,  Francis  M,  killed  at  Jackson  Miss.,  July  1 1, 1868. 
Studebaker.  Andrew,  died  at  Louisville,  Feb.  4,  1865. 
Freermood,  Geo.,  died  of  wouudn,  Aug.  5, 1864. 
OvMT,  JdOh  died  it  Scottsboto,  Ala.,  Feb.  88, 1864. 
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SalUTaa,  Jeflerwrn.  died  at  Fort  Fowler,  April,  1668. 
WUaon,  Leandm.  cued  at  Memphis,  Oct  11, 1868. 
Weelu,  Joo;,  killed  near  Atlanta,  July  88, 1864. 

COXPAirr  L,  TWBLVTH  CATALBT,  (OKK  HimDRCD  AHD  TWSKTY-eBVSHTH  BTOlirBWT, 

THHBE  YF.AUS). 

Houk,  Jolinsoii  ^I.,  (lied  at  Lognnsport,  May  27,  lS({5w 
Blackburn.  Jno.  died  at  Mnrfreoslioro,  .J.-ui.  ;J,  1805. 

Bunictt,  Sam  M..  di.nl  at  .IcfT.  r-ouvilh-.  Vvb.  16, 186S.  • 

Burk,  .liio.  W.,  di.'.i  at  M.ihilf,  May  l>^tir». 

Benucr,  Sainni'l,  died  at  Mout^'omcry,  .luiie  Itl.  1H<J5. 

Correll,  Zwchara-s,  difd  at  Kondallvifle,  April  7,  lb04. 

Clark,  Samuel  L.,  died  at  Goslicii.  March  4.  IH154. 

Ellison,  Pli-a>aiit,  ilied  at  Ntnv  (  >ili         April  IKOo. 

Geijror.  Heo.  W.,  died  at  Nrnv  .\lbanv,  .Jan.  10,  IHU.'). 

Karr.  .Ino.,  iliotl  at  Point  Rock  Hld;,'o,  May  lSt54. 

Witoon,  Geo.  W.,  died  at  Kendallville,  March  7, 186S. 

COMFANT  M,  TWEUTH  CAVALRT,  (ONB  HtTNDUKL)  AND  TWEHTY-8BVESITH  RBOIXBllTy 

Til  in- K  ykahh). 

Goodwin,  Geo.  W.,  died  at  Ken.lall,  March  31,  1^64. 
Laux,  Ephrnm  K..  died  at  New  Orleans,  May  21, 1865. 

Shenklo,  Win..  -lir.I  at  nniitHvillc.  .Inly  10.  IS64. 
Wilcox,  Martin,  dird  at  Madi.^on.  Ala..'.lun«'  14,  18(54. 
Wilcox,  K/.ra,  dieci  at  Nashvilif,  F«'l>.  1">. 
Willey,  J  no.,  died  at  Camp  Anderston,  Jaa.  21,  1804. 

coMPAirr  c,  oxx  hiixdrbd  aud  rtPTT-Fmsr  RBQiicBinr  (ohb  txabX 

King.  Stephen  A.,  died  at  Nasliville.  Marr  h  isr>5. 
Smith,  Adam  W.,  died  at  Xa.->livillc,  July       INia.  ^ 

(  OMPAN  V  I),  ONE  IH  NUUKD  AND  FI rrT  KIBaT  nSQIMBKT  (OKK  TSAB). 

Bell,  .Ino.  C,  died  at  Na«hvUle,  June  24,  1865. 
Crider,  Kplirian  L..  died  at  Tullahoma,  May  31,  1865. 
Coleman.  <;.•<>.  W.,  died  at  Nn-hvillc,  June  1,  1865^ 
Calvin.  Jno.  V.,  died  at  Mexico.  March  4.  lSf5."». 
Harmon.  David,  di<-d  at  Indiana[>olis.  Fel».  _'(»,  \>>Ch). 
Hakius,  Thumm^  \V.,  died  at  Nashville,  July  5, 1865. 
Hoover.  Mark  H.,  died  at  Nashville,  April  t.  1865. 
Park T  1.  Xoah  F.,  died  at  Nashville,  July  'Xiirt. 
bhauuberger,  Geo.  F.,  died  at  Tullahoma,  .May  1,  1865. 
Whitney,  Oea  W.,  died  at  NaahviUe,  April  81, 1866^ 

FOURTERNTH  BATTERY,  l.tOHT  ABTIU.BBT. 

Lovehuid,  lienr>'  C,  died  at  Bethel,  Tenu.,  June  14,  1802. 
Hale,  Ephrain,  died  at  home,  Oct.  86, 1868. 

vwBsmr-vntaT  BAirsBT,  i.roBT  abtiubbt. 

Montgomery,  Wm.  A- died  Ht  LexinvMon,  I)e<-  js.  istii. 
Deapennet,  Wm.  8.,  died  at  Columbia,  May  21, 18U4. 
BuIliTan,  A.  W.,  died  at  Columbia,  June  4, 1864. 

MIS(  Kl.l.ANtOLt*. 

Cole.  F.tlian,  died  of  wounds,  Anir.  9.  IHCil. 
WiUun,  Taylor,  died  at  Memphis,  (>.  t.  e^.  \Si]'2. 
Uulliu-.  r.'.lacol),  died  at  Wii-shin-rlon,  1).  C,  Feb.  »,  1865. 

MoTK.— The  foragoioK  list  in  probabljr  incomplete,  aa  there  are  nuajf  ODoccoanted  (or  in  the 
**^***'^  wpoftfc  who  weie  no  doubt  Ifillodi 
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Drafts, — The  first  draft  occurred  in  Indiana  on  October  6, 
1862.  This  was  held  under  the  President's  third  call  for  troops 
dated  Aui^^ust  ^.  1S62,  askiiiir  for  300,000  soldiers.  The  enroll- 
ment for  this  (h-aft  was  made  September  19  and  at  that  time 
Miami  county  was  credited  with  a  total  militia  force  of  2844. 
To  be  deducted  from  this  were  405  exempts  and  118  conscien- 
tiously opposed  to  bearinpr  arms,  leaving  3*321  subject  to  the 
ilraft.  At  that  time  tlie  Coimty  was  credited  with  having"  fur- 
nished a  total  of  1.065  volunteers,  of  which  996  were  then  in 
the  service.  When  this  draft  was  ordered  Miami  count \  hicked 
98  men  of  having  tilled  her  quota,  distributed  among  the  town- 
ships as  follows:  Jefferson,  2;  Perry,  29;  Union,  13;  Richland, 
10;  Washington,  11;  Clay,  24;  Harrison,  9. 

Under  the  call  of  October  17,  1863,  for  300,000  men  the 
quota  for  Miami  was  196.  The  calls  of  February  i,  March  14, 
and  July  18,  1864,  required  Miami  county  to  furnisli  1.056  in 
addition  to  those  already  ijiven.  To  offset  this  the  counu  was 
credited  with  839  new  volunteer  recruits,  152  veterans  and  39 
by  draft,  a  total  of  1,030.  This  left  a  total  of  21  men  yet  due 
from  the  county  which,  of  course,  were  raised.  The  President's 
last  call  for  troops  was  issued  December  19.  1864.  demanding 
3(X),ocx)  more  troops.  Miami  county's  quota  under  this  call  was 
337.  All  efforts  to  raise  troops  in  Indiana  were  abandoned  on 
the  14th  of  April,  1865,  and  at  that  date  the  county  was 
credited  with  the  following  to  offset  this  last  call:  New  volun- 
tecr  recruits  281,  veterans  H,  and  by  draft  45;  thus  just  balanc- 
ing the  account.  This  makes  a  grand  total  of  men  furnislied 
by  Miami  count\  for  tlie  war,  of  2.624.  Of  course  there  were 
not  that  many  different  men  in  the  war,  for  some  of  them 
enlisted  two  and  three  times,  and  were  counted  for  each  enlist- 
ment. It  is  probable  that  not  more  than  2,200  or  2,300  were 
ever  actually  sent  out  from  the  ccninty. 

Bounty  ami  Rellrf-  During  the  tirst  year  of  the  war  the  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  $100  to  volunteers  / 
enlisting  for  three  years.  This  was  followed  by  numerous  orders, 
during  the  years  1863  and  1864,  from  the  adjutant-generaPs  office 
authorizing  the  payment  of  bounties  ranging  from  %\oo  to  $400, 
depending  to  some  extent  on  the  term  of  service.  The  inequality 
of  the  amount  paid  for  the  same  term  of  service  caused  great  dis- 
satisfaction, liut  it  was  claimed  by  the  authorities  that  the  exi- 
gencies and  demands  of  the  service  necessitated  it  and  it  could  not 
be  avoided. 

In  addition  to  the  bounties  paid  by  the  Government,  large  and 
extravagant  local  bounties  were  paid.  Under  the  call  of  August, 
1862,  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  at  a  meeting  held  September  8, 
appropriated  $10,000,  w  hich  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  E.  ii.  Shirk 
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and  Juhn  A.  Graham,  to  be  paid  out  in  sums  of  $25  to  eacli  person 
that  had  enlisted  or  should  enlist  on  or  before  the  15th  of  said 
month.  Other  bounties,  not  exceeding  in  amount  $50,  were  paid 
during'  tlie  year  1863. 

There  was  expended  by  the  County  for  boimties  the  following 
amounts : 


3Iiaiiii  County  $  mu,5dU  UO 

Peru  Townddp   J5,«»0  00 

■Tr-iTi^rson  Township   ^^.ixxi  txi 

I'«'irv            "    r).LMMl  IH) 

riiiuii            "    4,(MM)  (K) 

HicMttud     "   6,000  00 

Erie           **    5.«»0  00 

Bull<*r         **   id.iMHi  UO 

W.'isliinsrlon  "    1(;.(KH»  ihi 

I'ipf  Crffk   "   '2.(H»\  (H) 

Deer  t'reek  "    14.000  00 

Clay           «*    4,000  00 

Ilarrlsou      •*    4.(hh)  (to 

.Juckstm          **    4.lMHMMt 

Allen    4.IMHI  (HI 

P»m  CSHj   1,100  00 


Total   $  281,050  OU 


These  amounts  were  paid  to  stimulate  enlisting  and  avoid  the 
drafts  under  the  calls  of  July  iSth  and  December  19th.  1864. 
Under  the  former  call  the  Board,  at  a  special  session  held  October 
10,  offered  the  bounty  of  $3<to  for  ihv  ni"cessar\  number  of  recruits 
to  fill  the  County's  quota.  I'his  quota  had  scarcely  been  filled  until 
a  call  for  300,000  additional  recruits  was  issued.  The  county  had 
seemingly  been  taxed  to  its  utmost,  but  with  the  zeal  that  had 
characterized  the  actions  of  the  people  of  the  county  during  the 
war,  another  effort  was  made.  Petitions  were  circulated  in  the 
\  arious  townships  in  the  countv  prax  inij  the  Board  of  Conitnission- 
ers  to  offer  an  adtlitit)n.il  bounty  of  $500.  This  was  grantctl  at  a 
meeting  held  January  24,  1865.  Subjoined  to  this  order  is  a  pro- 
test of  each  County  Commissioner,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a  pri- 
vate citizens,  which  states  that  they  wish  it  to  be  known  to  poster- 
ity that  it  was  their  judgment  that  such  action  was  impolitic  and 
inexpedient,  but  granted  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  because  a 
majority  of  tax-payers  of  the  county  demanded  said  appropriation. 

A  few  months  of  experience  in  the  field  showed  how  ill\ -pre- 
pared the  Government  ^vas  to  provide  the  army  with  tlie  necessary 
comforts  for  such  a  life.  The  inadequate  supplv  of  clothing,  such 
as  woolen  underwear,  mittens,  shoes,  etc.,  was  complained  of  by 
the  soldiers.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  these  necessities,  the 
State  Sanitary  Commission  was  or^ranized.  Auxiliary  societies 
were  organized  in  each  County,  and  tributary  to  these  societies  were 
organizations  in  the  towns  and  townships.  The  County  Society  in 
Miami,  like  most  other  counties  of  the  State,  was  officered  and 


* 
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managed  by  the  patriotic  women  who,  with  the  characteristic  ten- 
derness of  thdr  sex,  made  a  generous  response  to  every  call  to 
alleviate  the  suffering  of  the  soldiers  in  the  field  and  hospitals.  One 

of  the  first  relief  committees  consisted  of  Mrs.  Wni.  Ream,  Mrs. 
D.  R.  Bearss,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Constant.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Talbot.  Mrs.  A. 
H.  TracA'  was  Treasurer.  Mrs.  S.  S.  Rcnhaii,  Secretary,  and  Mrs. 
W.  ¥.  ilauk,  President.  These  are  the  names  of  but  few  of  the 
many  noble  women  of  the  county  who  were  prominent  in  this 
movement.  The  Society  was  organized  in  October,  1861,  and  in 
March,  1864,  the  following  report  was  made  at  the  State  Sani- 
tary convention,  held  at  Indianapolis,  which  speaks  for  the  generos- 
ity of  the  noble-hearted  and  patriotic  women  of  Miami  County. 


ShlppM  Nnvfinber,  1861,  stores  TttlQed  at   $  225  OO 

"   .hmimry,      1S«2,   "         "      "   90  00 

**   February,       "      "         "      "    1,6W)  (lO 

•*  March,          "               "      "    50  00 

•*  April,           •»      •*        «     «    150  00 

•*  3lay,            u      u        tt     If  ^   4^K)  00 

•*  Augnsti         "      •*        "      **    4(K)  00 

"    March,         1863,   "         "       "    ;r.7  00 

**  June,                   "         "      "    1,000  OO 

*•  August,         «      "        «      •*    8S8  00 

"     Octnlirr,             »        «            «        «    (i>  (K) 

"    November.      "       •*          "       *«    11«00 

"    Doccuiber,      "      "         "       "    151  00 

*•  Jaauary,       1864,            "      "    66  00 

**  February,       «     «        a      i«    40  oO 

To  soldiers"  families   100  00 

Cash  iu  treii.surj-  ,  ,   165  00 


Total   $lijm  00 


The  above  is  only  a  partial  report  of  the  supplies  furnished. 

Greater  care  than  that  of  providing  the  soldiers  in  the  field 
with  what  the  Government  had  failed  to  supply  was  the  relief 
of  the  destitute  families  of  the  soldiers.  Many  poor  men  volun- 
teered to  defend  their  country,  whose  famifies  were  dependent 
upon  their  daily  earning  for  support,  while  others  left  the  farm 
at  seed  time,  and  winter  came  and  found  them  without  the  nec> 
essary  subsistence.  Few  counties  more  readih  and  liberal!  \-  con- 
tributed to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  their  soldiers  than  did 
Miami,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  statement: 


Relief  furnished  by  CounQr   i|t29,890.86 

Relief  Aunlahed  t^  all  the  Townships   15,000.00 

HiaoeUaneous  ,   4^00.00 


Total  148^690.86 

Total  number  of  beaeliciaries   2,803 


The  above  amount,  added  to  the  whole  amount  paid  by  the 
county  for  bounty,  shows  a  total  amount  paid  bv  the  county  for 
bounty  and  relief,  $331,340.86.    This  amoimt  does  not  include 
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the  various  sums  contributed  by  private  individuals  nor  the  Sol- 
diers' Aid  Society. 


CilArTER  V. 

Bench  and  Bar — ^Eari.y  Courts — ^First  JtJDGBs — Destruc- 
tion OF  Records — ^Early  Cases — Early  Attorneys — 
Courts  Under  the  New  Constitution — Opficial  Sbai. 
— ^Important  Criminal  Trials — ^Later  Judges — ^Roll  op 
Attorneys,  Etc. 

THE  measure  of  a  people's  civilization  can  alw  ays  be  determ- 
ined by  the  condition  of  its  judiciary.  Tyrants  have  but  little 
use  for  courts,  and  in  proportion  to  the  decrease  of  their  power 
the  reign  of  incorrupt  judges  is  asserted.    Throughout  the  entire 

range  of  govcrnmpnts,  from  the  most  Ivranical  to  the  most  leni- 
ent and  indul<;ci)t,  can  be  traced  the  progress  and  expansion  of 
courts  of  justice.  Americans  being  the  freest  of  people  have  a 
right  to  expect  most  of  their  courts,  and,  as  a  rule,  their  ex. 
pectations  are  not  in  vain.  Nearly  all  our  laws  are  subject  to 
revii  w  by  our  judicial  tribunals,  and  our  every  interest  is  in- 
trusted to  their  care.  The  prompt  and  speedy  administration  of 
justice  is  the  safe-guard  of  our  liberties  and  the  promoter  of  our 
National  morality. 

The  transactions  of  courts  in  any  community  make  an  im. 
portant  item  in  its  history.  In  Miami  County  the  early  proceed- 
ings at  the  bar  of  justice  are  unfortunately  much  obscund  and 
mostly  destroyed.  There  is  scarcely  a  record  of  anv  kind  that 
antedates  the  destruction  of  the  court  house  by  lire  in  March, 
18A3.  Whatever  is  here  given  relating  to  a  time  prior  to  that 
is  founded  almost  wholly  upon  the  hearsay  evidence,  a  kind  of 
evidence  that  is  rarely  admitted  as  proofe  in  courts.  TIktc  are 
but  few  persons  now  living  who  were  residents  of  liie  County 
in  1834,  the  date  of  its  organization,  and  of  those  there  are  not 
more  than  three  or  four  who  can  bear  testimony  concerning 
the  earliest  courts. 

It  is  said  that  the  Hrst  term  of  the  circuit  court  held  in 
Miami  County  was  in  September,  1S34,  at  Miamisport.  The  pre- 
siding judge  was  Gustavus  Everts,  of  La  Porte.  As  Indiana 
courts  were  then  organized,  there  were  two  associate  judges, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  assist  in  conducting  the  business.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  they  did  but  little  good  towards  furthering  the 
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ends  of  justice,  as  they  nearly  always  gave  their  assent  to 
whatcxer  opinion  ihc  president  judge  announced.  The  cases 
wlu'i  f  thev  dissented  were  very  few  and  then  of  hut  little 
imporianee.  About  their  only  advantage  was  in  expediting 
business  by  disposing  of  probate  and  other  less  important  mat- 
ters. It  is  not  now  definitely  known  who  the  first  associate 
judges  were,  but  it  is  probable  that  George  S.  Fenimore  and 
Jacob  Wilkinson  were;  at  least  it  is  certain  thev  were  in  1836,' 
and  no  elections  occurred  between  the  time  when  the  court 
lirst  assembled  and  the  above  date.  But  they  may  have  been 
first  elected  in  1836.  If  that  is  the  case,  their  predecessors 
were  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  are  not  now  known. 
Samuel  C.  Sample  was  prosecuting  attorney,  Benjamin  H. 
Scott  clerk,  and  Jacob  Linzee,  sheriff.  Probably  the  usual 
routine  of  early  courts  prevailed,  leaving  little  to  be  imagined 
beyond  the  primiliveness  of  the  situation.  Among  the  early 
attorneys  are  said  to  have  been  Charles  Ewing,  David  H.  Colerick 
and  Henr}'  Cooper,  of  Fort  Wayne;  Henry  Chase,  John  W.  and 
Williamson  Wright  and  Benj.  Hurst,  of  Logansport.  All  these 
became  prominent  among  the  attornevs  of  Northern  Indiana 
except  the  last,  and  at  least  three,  Ewing,  Chase  and  ]o\m  W. 
Wright,  became  circuit  judges.  Colerick  was  one  of  the  most 
irresistable  of  advocates. 

•The  second  term  was  held  in  March,  1835,  at  Tarkington's 
Tavern,  on  the  Northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Miami  streets,  in 
Peru,  and  the  third  at  the  house  of  Hugh  Peoples,  also  a  log 
tavern  that  stood  near  the  corner  of  Cass  and  Second  streets. 
Of  this,  John  A.  Graham  has  written:  *The  room  in  which 
the  term  of  the  court  last  named  was  held  was  not  over 
eight<^n  feet  square.  The  judge,  prosecutor,  clerk  and  attorneys 
sat  around  a  table  near  the  North  wall,  and  parties  litigant 
and  spectators  stood  wherever  thi'\  found  convenient  pl{ices  in 
the  room  and  about  the  door  outside.  The  indictments  were 
generally  for  small  infractions  of  the  law,  such  as  betting  on 
shooting  matches,  selling  whisky  without  license,  and  indulging 
in  the  innocent  amusement  of  euchre  or  old  sledge  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a  corner." 

The  judicial  district  over  which  Judge  Everts  then  presided 
was  the  Ejgiillj,  and  was  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cass, 
Miami,  Wabash,  Huntington,  Allen,  LaGrange,  Elkhart,  St.  Joseph 
and  Ea  Porte.  By  act  of  February  4,  1836,  the  following  were 
attached  to  and  made  a  part  of  that  circuit:  Porter,  Marshall, 
Fulton.  Kosciusko,  Noble  and  Adams.  The  District  comprises 
the  best  portion  of  Indiana  and  was  an  exceptionally  large  one 
even  for  that  day. 

Judge  Everts  was  an  able  and  leading  lawyer  of  this  por- 
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tion  of  the  State,  and  Judge  Biddle  thus  speaks  of  him:  He 
was  a  lawyer  of  great  tact  and  tine  address:  extrenieh-  astute  in 
tlie  management  of  witnesses  and  facts;  not  remark alil\  studious 
nor  deeply  learned  in  the  law.  In  cases  that  moved  emotion,  or 
touched  passion,  or  appealed  to  the  feelings  which  stir  our  com- 
mon nature,  he  was  very  powerful — tso"  more  successful  than 
when  he  attempted  to  convince  the  understanding.  His  peculiar 
talent  made  him  personally  very  popular.  He  was  indeed  a 
very  prince  of  i^ood  fellows." 

The  smme<Sate  successor  of  Judge  Everts  was  Samuel  C. 
Sample.  He  held  but  one  term  in  his  county,  in  the  fall  of  1836. 
Judge  Sample  was  a  man  of  no  ordinary  ability,  but  was  plain 
and  practical  in  all  his  acts.  He  represented  his  district  in  Con- 
gress, and  was  always  at  his  post  among  the  workingmen  of 
that  body.  At  the  bar,  and  as  presiding  judge  of  the  Circuit 
Courts,  he  stood  high  among  the  most  efficient  and  able  practi- 
titioners,  and  one  of  the  purest  judges  that  has  graced  the 
bench.  His  person  was  fine,  his  head  and  forehead  large,  and 
hair  dark. 

Charles  W.  Ewing  came  upon  the  bench  as  president  judge 
of  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit,  the  immediate  successor  of 
Judge  Sample.  His  associates  were  the  same  as  those  who  sat 
with  Judge  Sample,  with  Thomas  Johnson,  prosecuting  attorney. 
Judge  Ewing  was  a  lawyer  of  superior  ability,  and  stood  high 
in  the  profession,  locally  and  generally.  As  a  judge,  he  was 
read}'  in  grasping  facts  pertinent  to  the  issues  involved,  and  sel- 
dom committed  an  error  in  disposing  of  questions  submitted  to 
him  for  consideration.  He  was  deservedly  popular,  both  as 
lawyer  and  judge,  and  his  untimely  taking  off  was  a  source  of 
regret  to  all  with  whom  he  was  acquainted.  His  term  of  service 
as  judge  of  the  Miami  Circuit  Court  closed  with  the  Marcii 
term,  1839.  He  died  by  his  own  hand  on  tiie  9th  of  January, 
1843,  in  the  meridian  of  his  life  and  usefulness^^__^  ^ 

Henry  Chase,  a  resident  of  Logansport^-^Scame  the  fourth 
Circuit  Judge  in  line  of  succession  um>iftlTe  Miami  County  bench. 
He  was  appointed  August  20,  1879,  bv  David  Wallace,  Gov- 
ernor, during  the  interim  preceding  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1839-40,  to  lill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Judge  Ewing.  Another  has  said  of  him:  *'He  was  a  close 
and  ready  pKadcr,  seldom  or  never -asking  for  time  to  prepare 
his  papers:  had  a  clear,  logical  mind  and  great  force  of  char- 
acter. As  a  judge  he  was  dignified,  self-reliant  and  unequivocal, 
making  no  mistakes  in  the  enunciation  of  his  decisions;  his  style 
brief  yet  exhaustive." 

John  W.  Wright  was  elected  president  Judge  of  the  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit  by  the  Lfegislattu-e  of  1839-40,  the  circuit  being 
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composed  of  the  same  couniies  as  when  Judge  Chase  was  ap- 
pointed, excepting  that  Carroll  County  was  added.  He  was  a 
man  of  peculiar  make-up;  not  a  profound  lawyer,  but  ready  in 
arriving  at  conclusions  and  prompt  in  announang  them.  During 
his  t«rm  of  service  the  amount  of  business  that  came  up  for  his 
cofisideration  was  unusually  large,  and  yet  few  appeals  were 
taken  from  his  decisions,  which,  though  not  alwa\ s  satisfactory, 
were  generally  concurred  in  by  the  parties  litigant. 

It  was  during  Judge  Wright*s  term  tljat  the  court  house 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  as  before  stated,  and  with  it  all  the  court 
records  up  to  that  time  were  destroyed.  To  alleviate  in  some 
measure  the  trouble  that  would  naturally  follow  from  the  de- 
struction of  important  judgments  of  the  court,  the  Legislature 
not  long  after  passed  a  law  to  provide  for  their  restoration.  The 
title,  preamble  and  first  section  of  this  act  are  here  given. 

Ak  Act  For  the  Bknevit  op  Pkrsons  Wao  abb  Likely  to  Bdpfeu  by  the  Dbs- 
TRtrcTiON  OF  TBK  Rbcords  OP  Mtami  Oouhtt  bt  FniB. 

WfuTMn,  On  the  —  day  of  ,  1843,  the  court  liouse  in  the  County  of  Miiinii 

was  burnt'd  and  all  the  records  of  the  Probate  and  Circuit  fourth  and  the  Kec(jnlcr"« 
OAci-  destroyed;  and, 

Wbereasf  Many  persons  are  affected  by  the  destruction  of  the  records  aforesaid. 

Sbctioh  1.  Be  it  Emfted  bp  the  Oenmd  AmmMp  pf  the  State  ef  Tndiann^  That 
for  tlic  purjKtse  of  perpctuufini;  testimony  of,  or  relating  to  any  judirments,  orders, 
di-crees,  or  other  pro<  ecdiuLjs  of  i!ic  I'robale  or  Circuit  Cotirts  of  the  County  of 
Miami,  hiid  previous  to  tlie  destruc  tion  of  the  records  thereof,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  periietuating  testimony  concerning,  of,  or  relating  to,  any  patentsi  deeds,  mort- 
ga<;e!),  bflla  of  sale,  wills,  inventoiries,  powers  of  attorney,  or  other  instewnents  of 
writinK  of  record  in  the  iKinks  of  the  Recorder  of  sain  county  and  destroyed  as 
aforeriaid,  M.  W.  Seely,  of  said  county,  is  herei)y  appointed  a  couiiuissioner  to 
receive  evidence  of  ana  concerning  any  auch  judfrmeiit-i,  orders,  de<  rees,  or  other 
proceedings  of  said  Probate  and  Circuit  Courts,  and  in  relation  to  any  patent,  deed, 
wilL  bill  of  sale,  mortgage,  power  of  attorney,  faiTentoty,  or  other  inatnunent  In 
wriung  hgr  aaj  persoa  who  maj  wish  to  hatro  soeh  teetimonj  perpetnatad. 

The  commissioner,  M.  W.  Seely,  appointed  by  this  act, 
was  at  that  time  a  resident  attorney  of  Peru.  There  was  but 
Utde  work  done  by  this  commissioner,  and  the  restored  records 
are  very  brief  concerning  the  prior  transactions  of  the  courts. 
One  thing  that  is  of  some  interest  recorded  in  this  volume  is 
the  will  of  Francis  Uodtro},  the  last  chief  of  the  Miami  tribe 
of  Indians.  The  mlumer  in  which  he  disposes  of  his  large 
property  shows  that  he  was  a  man  of  no  ordinary  abilit\'. 
His  several  wives   are  provided  for   with  seeming  impartiality. 

The  absence  of  the  earlv  records  is  a  matter  of  regret  as 
it  prevents  the  narnilion  of  many  important  occurrences  that 
took  place  in  the  earl^-  days  of  the  county's  history,  while  peo- 
ple were  seeking  justice.  From  the  eai  In  commissioner's  record 
which  was  not  destroyed  by  the  fire,  the  following  names  of 
the  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  have  been  ascertained.  Grand  Jur- 
ors:   Zephamiah  Wade,  Geo.  W.  Holman,  George  Linzee,  Abner 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


332 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


Overman,  Wm.  Coats,  John  Hoover,  Joseph  Cl\  mer,  Aaron  Rhen- 
bei  i^cr,  Ira  Evans,  John  Plaster,  John  >r.  J  icksan,  Wm.  II.  Hood. 
Petit  Jurors:  George  Townsend,  John  Wi.seman,  James  T.  Listen, 
Wm.  ISI.  Reyburn,  Robt.  Wade,  Ricliard  Ransford,  Isaac  Marquiss, 
Isaac  Stewart,  John  Rav,  Wm.  Wilkinson,  John  Smith,  Josepli  C. 
Taylor,  Wm.  Cannon,  Stewart  Forgy,  Alexander  Jamison,  Joseph 
B.  Campbell,  Walter  D.  Nesbit,  A.  B.  Rattiif,  John  Sanders,  Na- 
thaniel McGuire,  Jesse  Wilkinson. 

The  lirst  authcntil:  records  beq-in  with  the  September  term  of 
the  Miami  Circuit  Court,  which  began  at  the  Court  house  in  the 
town  of  Peru  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1S43,  and 
adjourned  therefrom  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  same  town, 
the  Court  house  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  since  the  last  term. 
Present—the  Hon.  John  W.  Wright,  President  Judge  of  the  Eighth 
judicial  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  his  associates,  George 
S.  Fenimore  and  Albert  Cole,  Esquires,  for  the  Countv  of  Miami, 
and  Benj.  H.  Scott,  Clerk,  and  John  A.  Graham,  Sheriff,  of  said 
Coiut  and  County.  ^ 

The  Sheriff  returned  into  court  the  following  list  of  €rrand 
Jurors:  Willys  Remch,  Stephen  Bradley,  Josephus  Au.stin.  Benja- 
min Austin,  Benjamin  Cadv,  Thomas  Black,  I'>!i  Cook,  Enos  Bald- 
win. James  B.  Sa\  ers.  Jonathan  Jiishop,  Matthew  Murden,  Samuel 
Fisher  and  Jacob  Flora,  for  the  regular  panel,  and  these  men  for 
the  petit  jurors:  Samuel  Gayer,  Eli  Flora  and  Washington  Ab- 
bott, a  total  of  fift^m,  that  bemg  the  number  then  required  op  the 
Grand  Jury  by  the  State  laws.  The  same  mmiber  is  now  in  de- 
mand by  the  Ignited  States  for  a  Grand  Jury. 

Spier  S.  Tipton  was  at  that  time  prosecuting  attorney  and 
because  of  the  destruction  by  tire  of  jUI  indictments  pending  in 
the  court  at  that  time,  he  entered  a  mile  prom  qui  to  them  alL 

Among  the  causes  on  the  docket  at  this  time  were  two  for 
divorce,  between  Hannah  and  Joseph  Read,  John  and  Luthania 
Cressman ;  one  for  a  writ  of  ad  quod  dannimn  b\-  the  Peru 
Bridge  Co.,  against  the  lieirs  of  Wm.  N.  Hood  and  of  George 
Washington  Godfrey;  two  for  slander  by  Fletcher  and  wife 
against  Thomas  Gowdy,  and  Richard  GiUaspel  against  Horace 
Mason.  Besides  these  were  a  number  for  debt,  assumpsit,  tres- 
pass, promise  and  other  important  matters.  The  Grand  Jury 
returned  a  number  of  indictments  but  tlie  records  do  not  dis- 
close what  they  were  for  except  that  one  was  for  perjury. 

The  names  of  the  attorne}S  that  appeared  at  that  term 
were  Daniel  D.  Pratt,  A.  A.  Cole,  Horace  P.  Biddle,  Nathan 
O.  Ross,  W'm.  Z.  Stewart,  Spier  S.  Tipton,  Ebenezar  P.  Love- 
land,  M.  W.  Seely. 

At  the  March  term  following  there  were  some  Slate  cases 
on* record  for  betting,  two  for  perjury,  one  for  violation  of  the 
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estray  law,  and  in  addition  to  these  were  live  for  contempt  of 
court  against  John  A.  Graham,  Wm.  World,  Jacob  Stroup,  Jere- 
miah Shaffer  and  Daniel  Chrosuster. 

In  vSepteniber,  1844,  the  suit  of  ati  qiwd  damnum  hv  the 
Peru  Bridge  Company,  was  brought  to  a  termination  by  the 
granting  of  a  right  to  erect  and  maintain  a  bridge  across  the 
Wabash  river  on  Broadway  street.  In  the  award  of  the  court 
in  this  cause  there  is  the  following:  "  That  it  Mrill  be  of  no 
damage  to  the  several  proprietors,  and  that  the  mansion  houses 
of  none  of  the  several  proprietors  (alon^^  the  river  )  nor  the  otlicers, 
cmtitage,  or  gardens  thereunto,  immediately  belonging  will  be 
overflowed  by  the  erection  of  said  bridge  nor  the  abutments,  toll- 
house nor  causeways  thereof  ;  and  it  appearing  further  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  that  ordinary  navigation  of  fish  or  passage 
will  not  thereby  be  obstructed,  and  that  the  health  of  tlie  neifrhbor- 
hood  will  not  be  annoyed  by  the  stagiiuiion  of  the  water  occa- 
sioned by  the  construction  of  said  bridge,  abutments,  toll-houses 
and  causeways   *   *   it  is  therefore  ordered,  etc.,  etc'* 

At  diis  terra  Z.  W.  Stewart  was  prosecuting  attorney.  It  was 
at  this  term  also  that  the  first  verdict,  now  on  record,  imposing  the 
penaltv  of  conlinement  in  the  State  Prison  was  returned.  It  was 
against  James  M.  Thompson  who  was  convicted  of  grand  larceny 
and  sentenced  to  two  years  iinprisonment  and  fined  nineteen  dollars 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Miami  Coun^  Seminary.  Nathan  O.  Ross 
was  allowed  five  dollars  for  defendmg  him.  This  is  the  first  case 
shown  b}'  the  records,  but  there  ma}^  have  been  others  of  this  kind 
prior  to  the  burning  of  the  records  in  1843. 

At  the  February  term,  1845,  W.  M.  Cadien  was  lined  five  dol- 
lars for  violation  of  the  election  laws.  It  seems  that  the  people 
were  as  eager  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  then  as  now. 

Phillip  Hester  was  found  guilty  of  grand  larceny  and  sen- 
tenced to  four  years  in  the  penitentiarj'.  David  Kistler  was  sent 
for  one  year  on  a  charge  of  petit  larceny.     The  Grand  Jury  re- 

J>ort  that  the  jail  is  sufKcient  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  prisoners, 
onah  Watterson  was  given  five  years  because  he  was  guilty  of 
ft)rgery.  Ile.sUi  and  Watterson  were  defended  b\^  D.  D.  Pratt, 
and  Kistler  by  E.  P.  Loveland,  A.  A.  Cole  and  N.  O.  Ross. 

In  August,  1845,  Noah  Allebaugh  presented  his  commission 
as  sheriff  of  Miami  County  and  he  proceeded  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  oflice. 

In  February,  1846,  David  M.  Dunn  presented  a  commission 
as  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Indiana. 
At  this  time  all  causes  that  required  publication  were  published  in 
the  Democratic  Pharos^  of  JLogansport,  that  being  the  nearest 
newspaper. 

Li  1847,  at  the  March  term,  Hon.  Horace  P.  Biddle  came 
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to  the  bench  in  Miami  County  as  president  judge.  His  com- 
mission was  signed  by  James  Whitoomb  as  Governor.   For  that 

term  Wm.  S.  Palmer  was  sworn  as  prosecuting  attorney. 
During  this  term  Samuel  Smith  was  tried  on  an  indictment  for 
murder,  but  the  jury  failed  to  agree. 

At  the  Mardi  term,  1848,  Nathaniel  McGhiire  assumed  the 
duties  of  prosecuting  attorney  and  at  the  same  time  Coleman  Hen- 
ton  was  ^eriff,  and  during  the  term  James  B.  Fulwiler  succeeded 
Benjamin  H.  Scott  as  clerk.  In  September,  1848,  Albert  Cole, 
who  had  been  so  long  one  of  the  associate  judges  upon  the 
circuit  bench,  retired,  and  his  place  was  occupied  by  Daniel 
.  Potter. 

William  Potter  became  prosecuting  attorney  at  the  Septem- 
ber term,  1849.  ^^^^  term  Mary  Ann  Reese  and  Jesse 
Washburn  were  prosecuted  for  murder,  and  a  jury  said  thev 
W'ere  not  guilty.  Both  of  these  cases  were  brought  to  this 
County  on  a  change  of  venue  from  Fulton  county. 

In  September,  1850,  Caleb  Fonce  was  found  guilty  of  mur- 
der in  the  second  degree.  The  gist  of  all  the  record  that 
remains  of  it  is  contained  in  the  following  verdict  of  the  jurv: 
"  We,  the  jury,  find  the  said  defendant  guilty  of  voluntarily 
killing  said  Godfroy,  us  charged  in  said  indictment,  upon  a  sud- 
den heat,  widiout  noalice  expressed  or  implied,  and  with  delib- 
eration and  premediation,  and  say  and  find  that  the  said  defend- 
ant is  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  that  he  be  imprisoned  in  the 
State  IMson,  to  be  there  kept  at  hard  labor  for  the  term  of 
two  \ears," 

Upon  the  convening  of  court  at  the  March  term,  1851,  it 
adjourned  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  the  Methodist 
Church.    At  the  September  term  of  that  year  John  B.  Clemens 

was  acquitted  on  a  charge  of  murder.  This  cause  was  on  a 
change  of  venue  from  the  Fulton  circuit  court.  At  that  term, 
also,  the  court  audited  the  accounts  of  this  County  against 
Fulton  County  arising  on  the  trials  of  Mary  Ann  Rees  and  Jesse 
Washburn,  who  were  also  tried  here  on  a  change  of  venue. 
These  two,  with  the  Clemens  case,  amounted  to  $766,  which 
amount  I'^ulton  County  was  called  upon  to  pay. 

judge  Biddle  was  succeeded  upon  the  Circuit  bench  at  the 
September  term,  1852,  by  lion.  Robert  11.  Milroy.  John  M. 
Wilson  was  at  the  same  thne  special  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
Judge  Milroy  was  destined  to  sit  upon  the  Miami  Circuit  bendi 
but  a  short  time.  It  was  during  this  year  Aat  Indiana  adopted 
the  new  constitution,  and  thereby  changed  very  much  the  man- 
ner of  holding  courts  and  the  methods  of  practice.  Before  proceed- 
ing further  with  an  account  of  the  court  proceedings,  it  will  be 
well  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  judges  and  attorneys  who 
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figured  largely  in  the  Miami  Circuit  Court  up  to  this  time.  The 
Judges  up  to  March,  1S47,  have  already  been  noticed.  At  that 
time  Judge  Wright  was  succeeded  by  Horace  P.  Biddle.  In 
Judge  Biddle  Mianli  County  had  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
jurists.  In  1852,  he  was  elected  senatorial  delegate  to  attend  the 
convention  which  met  at  the  capital  that  year  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  Constitution  for  the  State  Government.  As  a 
member  of  that  convention  he  distinguished  himself  in  the  advo- 
cacy of  provisions  which  experience  has  sh<fKrn  were  wholesome 
and  judicious,  imparting  additional  dignity  to  the  political  and  ju- 
dicial economy  of  the  State.  Resuming  the  practice  of  law  dur- 
ing tlie  interval  after  the  conclusion  of  his  convention  service,  he 
continued  his  professional  Jabors  until  the  fall  of  i860,  when  he 
.  was  re-elected  president  judge  of  this  circuit,  designated  at  that 
time  as  the  Eleventh.  His  commission  was  dated  October  26, 
i860,  and  extended  over  a  period  of  six  years  from  the  day  pre- 
ceding. The  circuit  was  then  composed  of  the  counties  of  Car- 
roll, Cass,  Miami,  Wabash,  Huntington  and  Grant.  Judge  Biddle 
was  re-elected  in  1866  for  another  term  of  six  years,  as  judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Circuit,  composed  of  the  same  counties,  and  left  the 
drcuit  bench  at  the  close  of  the  spring  session  in  1872.  Two 
years  later,  however,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  judges  of  Uie  Su* 
preme  Court  of  the  State,  and  served  a  fiill  term  of  six  years  as 
such,  leaving  that  high  position  full  of  judicial  honors.  Aside 
from  his  experience  in  the  field  of  law  as  practitioner  and  judge, 
he  has  not  been  unknown  to  fame  in  the  field  of  literature,  hav- 
ing produced  many  valuable  works  in  the  department  of  science 
aira  general  knowledge.  He  was  then  and  is  now  a  resident*  of 
LiOgansport. 

Robert  H.  Milrov  was  appointed  the  successor  of  Judge 
Biddle  at  the  time  of  his  resignation  in  1852.  Judge  Milroy, 
prior  to  his  accession  to  the  bench,  was  a  lawyer  of  consider- 
able abilitjr,  of  wide  experience  and  high  integrity,  and  carried 
these  qualities  with  him  in  the  discharge  of  ue  duties  pertain- 
ing to  hi'^  more  responsible  position,  leaving  no  stain  upon  the 
judicial  ermine.  His  earlv  life  was  spent  chieflv  in  Carroll 
County,  Ind.,  but  having  an  inherent  desire  for  distinction  in 
the  science  of  arms,  he  entered  the  military  school  at  Norwich, 
Vt,  where  he  became  proficient  in  the  theoretical  details  of 
military  life.  Upon  the  announcement  of  a  declaration  of  w;ur 
against  ^lexico,  and  a  call  for  volunteers  bv  (jov.  Whitconib, 
without  delav  he  enlisted  a  comjianv  for  that  service,  of  which 
he  was  made  captain,  and  tendered  his  and  their  services  tor 
the  strife  already  inaugurated.  Again,  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion,  he  enlisted  one  or  more  companies  for  three  months' 
service  and  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  regiment  known  as 
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the  *' Bloodv  Ninth.'"  lie  was  subsequently  promoted  to  a 
major-«;eneralship  and  served  with  distinction  during  the  war. 
He  now  resides  in  one  of  the  territories  of  the  great  West. 

Early  Attorneys, — The  records  for  the  ten  years  before  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution  showed  that  about  thirty  attorn 
ne\s  were  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Miami  circuit  court.  At 
the  September  term,  1843,  there  were  these  eight  practicing  in 
court:  D.  D.  Pratt,  A.  A.  Cole,  H  orace  P.  Biddle,  Nathan  (). 
Ross,  W.  Z.  Stewart,  Spier  S.  Tipton,  Ebenezcr  P.  L-oveland. 
and  M.  W.  Sjeeley.  Of  this  number  D.  D.  Pratt  is  too  well 
known  to  need  an  extended  notice  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
he  was  then  a  resident  of  Logansport  and  continued  such  until 
his  death.  Having  completed  the  studv  of  law  with  Calvin 
Fletcher,  of  Indianapolis,  early  in  the  year  1836,  he  went  to 
Logansport,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  on  the  plh  of  Aug- 
ust <^  that  year  and  immediately  entered  upon  a  very  successml 
and  lucrative  practice.  He  was  studious,  careful  and  judicious- 
in  the  preparation  of  his  legal  papers,  painstaking  and  thorough 
in  their  presentation  to  the  court,  and  frequently  secured  ver- 
dicts at  the  hands  of  a  jury  by  skillful  and  elaborate  arguments, 
which  were  presented  with  great  magnetic  force.  Eminently 
popular  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  was  equally  so  as 
;  Ln  «Kl  .  dSU  repre««t4  the  people  of  Wcoiity  one 
term  in  the  State  Legislature  and  the  State  of  Indiana  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  "  In  both  these  |K)sitions  his  char- 
acteristic energv  and  industry  were  ever\  w  here  manifest.  He 
died  on  the  I7tli  of  June,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

.  Hon.  WilUam  Z.  Stuart  settled  . Ih  Logansport  at  nearly  the 
same  time  with  Mr.  Pratt,  having  partly  completed  his  studies 
elsewhere.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  on  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1837.  From  1S43  he  served  one  term  as  prosecuting" 
attornev  in  this  circuit,  and  dischar^^^.d  tlu'  clutir-s  pcrtalnini^  to 
tliat  otiice  witli  signal  ability.  During  the  period  ot  his  practice,, 
which  took  a  very  wide  range,  he  was  ranked  among  tlie  most 
thorough  and  logical  lawyers  in  the  State.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  several  years  anterior  thereto,  he  was  principal  attor- 
ney for  the  Wabash  Railway  Company.  From  1853  to  i8^S7 
served  one  term  as  jiidi^^e  of  the  Supi  cine  Court  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  with  distiuguii-hed  credit  to  himself  and  the  profession 
he  honored. 

Alphonso  A.  Cole  was  for  several  years  the  leader  of  the 

Peru  l^ar.  He  w^is  a  man  well  educated  and  of  irreproachable 
character.  As  a  pleader  he  was  unexcelled  bv  any  attorney  that 
has  Hved  in  Miami  County,  and  his  papers  were  models  of  their 
kind.  AUhough  he  did  not  excel  as  an  advocate,  he  3'et  pos- 
sessed considerable  ability  in  that  direction.    His  speeches  were 
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generally  delivered  in  u  plain  and  unostentatious  manner,  and 
-were  couched  in  model  sentences.   At  times,  however,  he  would 

mount  to  a  convincing  and  unexpected  degree  of  eloquence  that 
neailv  ahvavs  carried  his  hearers  wkh  him.  He  was  a  man  of 
much  natural  ability  in  addition  to  educational  advantages.  In 
the  old  time  eijuity  proceedings,  his  name  appears  as  solicitor 
more  than  any  of  his  contemporaries. 

Ebenezer  P.  Lovdand  had  been  practicing  at  the  Miami 
County  Bar  since  1840.  For  a  period  of  about  fifteen  years  he 
continued  in  the  active  practice  and  from  the  frequency  of  his 
name  in  the  records,  it  is  presumed  that  he  was  one  of  the 
leatling  attorneys  ot  that  period.  He  later  engaged  in  railroad 
speculation  and  other  matters  that  required  nearly  all  his  atten- 
tion and  compelled  him  to  relinquish,  to  a  large  extent,  the  law. 
Later  in  life  he  returned  to  a  some  what  more  active  practice. 
His  death  early  in  1871  was  caused  by  an  accident  at  the  burning 
of  the  Howe  Machine  Works.  The  resolutions  of  the  liar  upon 
his  death  were  as  follows: 

**Ebenezer  P.  Loveland,  Esq.,  an  esteemed  citizen  of  our 
County  and  one  of  the  oldest  member  of  the  Bar,  suffered  a  horn- 
ble  death  In  being  crushed  beneath  the  ruins  of  the  Howe  Sew- 
ing Machine  factory,  whicli  w:is  destroyed  by  tire  on  the  lOth 
of  February,  187 1.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  Peru,  convened 
to  take  such  actioti  on  the  melancholy  occasion  as  should  be 
deemed  fitting,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

liegolml.  That  the  suddun  aad  feurf  ul  dettUt  of  £.  P.  Lo\  ulaud,  Esq.,  has  catit 
•  gloom  over  the  entire  commani^  and  wrapped  his  profeadmal  brethrpn  In  pro- 
found sorrow. 

ReneHted^  That  by  this  dreaded  ytritatSon  onr  Cotmtjr  has  lost  a  worthy  citizen, 
■ad  th<>  Bur  a  inciulMT  wlio  lirwl  the  iiMIity  to  h»ve  adiifvcl  its  highest  hoDurs. 

Hmolfnl,  That  we  tender  to  the  family  of  our  deceased  brother  our  earnest 
q^pathy  in  tlieir  deep  aflSictlon. 

Huoltfd,  That  the  secretary  of  this  meeting  present  a  copy  of  thene  resolu- 
tions to  the  bereaved  family;  ulso  that  he  fnmlah  cofnes  to  the  press  of  the  city  for 
publication. 

Reaoltedy  That  N.  (  ).  Ross  be  apj)ointed  to  present  tlie.se  resolutions  at  th«-  iii'\t 
term  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  and  Coi.  John  M.  Wilson  at  the  next  term  of  the 
Circuit  Court,  with  the  requoNt  of  this  meeting  that  they  lie  spread  upon  the  records 
of  said  courts  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

N.  O.  Rn-~s.  ) 

John  M.  \Vn;»u:i,  1 

£.  T.  Dicnr,  VOommlttee. 

IL  J.  SnntK,  I 

J.  L.  Fauuau,  J 

Nathan  O.  Ross  was  one  of  the  earliest  resident  attorneys  of 
Miami  Count}  ,  and  from  that  time  to  this  he  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  members  at  the  bar.  Throughout  all  he  has  maintained  his 
standing  as  an  able  and  successful  advocate.    He  has  had  for  his 

opponents  the  ablest  inen  of  the  early  bar  in  this  portion  of  the 
iState.    In  later  years  he  has  been  the  attorney  for  the  C.  St.  L.  &  P. 
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Railway,  and  now  spends  a  large  portion  of  his  time  at  Logansport 
in  the  practice.    He  has  been  a  cuHgent  student  and  has  acquired  a 

knowledge  of  statute  laws  and  the  court  decisions  that  is  probably 
unequalcd  by  any  attorney  10  this  portion  of  the  State'.  This  has 
made  him  one  of  the  safest  df  counsi'llors.  He  takes  liiij^h  rank  as 
a  lawyer,  based  entirely  upon  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  not  as 
a  brilliant  and  showy  orator. 

Courts  Uftder  the  New  Constitution, — ^The  courts  of  Indiana 
received  a  radical  chan<,rf  under  the  new  constitution.  They  were 
organized  throu<^hout  the  Slate  in  the  earlv  part  of  1853.  Hither- 
to the  old  common  law  methods  had  been  in  v()<rvic,  but  under  the 
new  order  of  things  the  practice  was  much  simplilied  and  many  of 
the  long  and  tedious  forms  were  done  away  with.  The  change 
brought  about  much  opposition  from  some  of  the  older  members  of 
the  bar  throughout  the  State.  They  had  studied  the  common  laws 
for  years,  until  they  had  become  imbued  with  its  principles.  To 
ihvm  it  embodied  the  i^etmine  wisdom  of  the  a^fs  that  concerned 
law  and  liberty.  They  admired  it  for  its  grandeur  and  its  equality. 
It  had  been  so  long  the  recognized  channel  through  which  jusdce 
had  been  sought  that  **the'  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  con- 
trary," and  they  were  reluctant  to  give  up  any  of  its  well  known 
avenues.  Indeed,  to  manv  of  these  okler  practitioners  the  common 
law  practice  had  grown  lo  be  oi  such  paramount  importance,  and 
had  assumed,  to  them,  such  beauty  and  symmetry  that  thes  hekl  it 
in  awe  and  reverence.  It  was  therefore  little  short  of  sacrilege  to 
attempt  the  pruning  of  this  system  even  in  its  smallest  branches. 
To  vSuch  an  extent  was  this  opposition  carried  that  many  never  be- 
came reconciled  to  the  change,  while  some  even  went  so  far  as  to 
abandon  the  practice  altogether. 

One  distinctive  feature  of  the  change  was  the  abolishment  of 
the  office  of  associated  judge.  This  was  an  office  more  for  orna- 
ment than  for  utility.  The  circuit  judge  then  held  court  in  several 
counties,  and  in  each  he  was  assisted  by  two  associate  judges,  who 
resided  in  the  county.  They  were  men  that  sekloni.  if  e\  er.  had 
ail}  knowledge  of  the  law  and  their  decisions  usually  ioilowed  in 
harn\ony  with  the  president  judge.  At  this  time,  however,  they 
folded  aw  a\  their  ermine  and  took  their  final  leave  of  the  Indiana 
coui  ts,  leaving  the  task  of  supporting  the  scales  of  justice  to  a  single 
judge. 

Jo/in  Doe  Ts.  Richard  /P^v.-— The  present  code  practice  in 
Indiana  has  been  in  operation  since  May  9,  1833.  I'nder  the  old 
erjrstem  many  relics  of  feudal  times  were  still  lingering.  Several 
fictions  of  die  ancient  common  law  were  still  retained,  but  under  the 
new  code  the  methods  of  pleading  were  much  simplified  and  the 
fictions  were  all  abolished.  Thenceforth  all  actions  were  to  be 
prosecuted  and  defended  in  the  names  o£  the  real  parties.    It  was 
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at  that  time  that  the  famous  m\  tliical  personages  John  Dot-  and 
Riciiarcl  Roe  were  forever  banished  from  the  courts  of  huliana. 
These  were  fictitious  jilaintiffs  and  defendants  that  were  used  in  all 
actions  to  recover  the  possession  o(  real  property.  This  common 
law  action  of  ejectment  originated  about  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century  on  account  of  "  the  thousand  nicities  with  which 
real  actions  "are  harassed  and  entangled. The  readiness  with 
whicli  Jolui  Doe  always  came  forward  lo  assert  the  alleged  ri^ht  of 
the  man  out  of  possession,  and  the  equal  promptness  of  Richard 
Roe  to  maintain  that  the  man  in  possession  was  the  lawful  owner, 
w'ere  such  as  to  command  the  devotion  and  sincere  attachment  of 
all  true  lovers  of  the  old  system.  It  w  as  with  det  p  regret  that  the 
old  practitioners  took  leave  of  these  knights  errant  of  the  common 
law. 

The  lirst  term  in  this  county  after  the  adoption  of  the  New 
Constitution  began  March  14,  1853,  with  Hon.  John  U.  Pettit  as 

Judge;  John  Connell  was  Prosecuting  Attorney,  James  B.  Fulwiler 
and  Jonas  Hoover,  Sheriff.  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  State  was  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  trying  duties  of  reorganizing  the  Circuit  Court 
under  the  new  methods  of  practice  than  Judge  Pettit.  lie  was  a 
resident  of  Wabash  County.  His  mind  was  a  storehouse  of  infor- 
mation on  almost  every  conceivable  subject.  A  ripe  scholar  and  a 
gn  at  reader,  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  history,  poetry 
and  the  current  literature  of  the  country.  In  law  no  man  in  Indi- 
ana had  a  more  comprelu  nsive  know^Iedge.  \\  hile  sitting  as  judge 
but  few  appeals  were  taken  from  his  decisions,  and  the  Supreme 
Coiu-t  rarely  reversed  his  judgments.  Prior  to  this  time  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  and  had  been  United 
States  Consul  in  BraziL  Beginnini,^  in  1854  he  served  four  terms 
as  a  nit-nibrr  of  Congress,  tin-  lirsi  three  as  a  Democrat  and  the 
last  as  a  Repulilican.  In  iS(}2  lie  was  coniiiiissioned  colonel  of  the 
Seventy-lifth  Regiment  of  the  Indiana  Volunteers,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  resign  on  account  of  feeble  health. 

Ado^/ton  of  Seai»^Tke  first  regular  adoption  of  a  seal  that 
appears  m  the  Circuit  Court  records  was  at  me  September  term, 
^  1853.   The  order,  reads  as  follows: 

•»T,  JohnUpfold  Pettit,  .Tndso  of  the  Miami  Circuit  Court,  within  «nd  for  said 

«  i  unity  ami  Statf.  ilo  licrciiy  tli'visc  iitul  .■I'lopt  th-  f' iir  i  w  ini^  :is  tli"  s*'al  of  Mic -iiild 
tourl,  to-wil;  To  ho  of  metal  cin  ular,  in  it>  aisk  ujxm  tlic  face,  of  th<>  vmu  X  aimon- 
810118  of  the  iinprf  s-.ion  tliereof  at  the  lowf^r  left  hand  rorner  of  this  p:i;r«' and  so 
engraved  upon  itH  fuce  an  to  niak*'  the  following  imprcsHion  in  relief,  viz:  A  dotted 
circle  around  and  at  Its  margin,  jii^t  u  ithin,  the  words  "Circuit  Court  Miami  Connty 
Indiana,"  till'  uord  IihH ma  -i  |i:ir  ili  1  limn  (lit- other  wor  ls  at  hotii  en<ls  !■%  four 
leaved  roM'<.  siiiil  wouls  in  Koiuau  (.-juutal  l>'ti<  r  and  in  iiire<  tion  parallel  with  the 
exteriorHnd  interior  dotted  eirclea.  Just  witliiii  >uid  words  a  ';e<  ond  <loii<'d  i-ircle 
in  the  Huine  direction  and  in  the  open  space  wlUiiu  said  circle  a  right  hand  holding  a 
pen  in  the  puHition  of  writing,  the  tlni;erB  directed  to  the  left,  a  true  iinpressioa  of 
which  said  seal,  1  certify  the  foregoing  impresdon  to  be  and  leaving  so  dBrioed  the 
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same,  I  hereby  declnrc  the  above  and  fureiroiDf?  to  be  a  true  dlscriptlon  thereof  and 

to  be  henceforth  the  seal  of  the  Mhtmi  Circuit  Court. 

"Done  iu  open  8et>j*ioD  of  tUisi  said  court  at  Peru,  in  said  county,  this  I3th  day  of 
SeptemlMr  A.  D.  186a.  Johk  Uptolo  PnTir.** 

Accesswfi  of  Judge  Wallace, — At  the  September  term,  1854, 

Hon.  John  Brownlee  came  to  the  Circuit  Bench  in  this  county 
in  the  place  of  Judge  Pettit,  who  hail  been  elected  to  Congress. 
Judge  Brownlee  was  then  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Cirant  county. 
He  was  coniniissioned  by  Joseph  A.  Wright  as  Governor.  This 
was  his  only  term  in  Miami  CountV)  and  at  the  March  term, 
1855,  he  was  succeeded  by  Hon.  John  M.  Wallace.  He  too 
was  a  resident  of  Grant  County  at  the  Bar  of  which  he  was  at 
that  time  foremost.  Judge  Wallace  was  a  brilliant  man,  aad  was 
a  fluent  speaker.  As  an  advocate  he  was  surpassed  by  but 
few,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  law  enabled  him  to  become  an  able 
and  efficient  judge.  At  this  same  term  Hiram  Moore  assumed 
the  duties  of  County  Sheriff.  Isaiah  M.  Harlan,  who  had  been 
Prosecuting  Attorney  one  year,  still  continued  Ul  that  office. 

In  September,  1855,  James  B.  Fulwiler  was  succeeded  in  the 
office  of  Clerk  by  Alexander  Blake,  and  John  Wertz  became 
Sheriff. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  mention  that  the  sessions  of  court  were 
still  held  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Since  the  fire  in  1843  there  had 
never  been  a  suitable  room  prepared  by  the  cotmty  for  that  purpose. 

Orris  Blake  became  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1856,  R.  P.  De- 
Ilart,  October.  1859,  W.  iS.  lienham,  October,  i860,  and  M.  H. 
Kidd,  September,  1861. 

An  order  that  was  of  some  importance  to  Attome3r8  was 
placed  on  record  at  the  March  term,  1856.   It  was  as  follows: 

Inasmiich  as  the  practice  of  nttome^  testifying  in  behalf  of  clieata 

is  in  ninny  c-ise-^  of  f(nf-5tion;itile  propriety,  caleurated  fre«nient  to 
oeca.Hion  lor  unlriendly  insinuations  and  K^rave  eluu-ges  of  a  criminal  character, 
and  generally  to  jirejudij-e  that  good  understanding  which  should  every  where 
prevail  amoDg  the  members  of  the  legal  profession,  it  is  ordered  th.-lt  in  the 
courts  of  the  Eleventh  Judicial  Circuit  the  practice  of  attorneys  testifying  in  behalf 
of  their  (  lii'iits,  ;it  flii  ir  own  infltancc,  or  :i1  the  instance  of  co-counsel,  will  bo  re- 

S;urded  with  great  disfavor,  niUesa  wlieu  it  is  absolutely  uece^^ary  to  prevent  great  tn- 
U17  to  parties,  and  when  toe  facts  can  be  established  1^  no  other  creditable  witness. 

The  October  term,  i860,  was  the  last  of  Judge  Wallace,  and  * 

most  of  that  was  held  by  John  Brownlee,  under  appointment.  In 
April,  1861,  Horace  P.  Biddle,  after  several  years  absence  from  the 
Miami  Circuit  Court,  returned  to  the  duties  of  Circuit  Judge. 
Judge  Biddle  has  already  been  extensively  noticed  in  this  cliapler. 

Jmportant  Criminal  Cases.- — Among  the  criminal  trials  of  the 
county  the  following  are  specially  mtmtioned.  In  September,  1853, 
Nathaniel  Myers  was  tried  on  a  charge  of  forgery,  w  as  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  two  years  in  the  penitentiary  and  fined  $100.  At 
the  same  term  James  Williams  was  givtin  two  years  and  fined  forty 
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dollars  for  grand  larceny.  In  March,  1S54,  George  Chesrown  re- 
ceived two  years  and  $ioo  for  forgery.  A  large  number  of  cases 
came  on  about  this  time  in  which  the  Logansport  and  Northern  In- 
diana Railroad  Co.  was  a  party.  They  were  mostl}'  trials  resulting 
over  the  right  of  wa\  and  for  stock  subscription.  These  were 
nearly  the  first  railroad  cases  in  the  county.  Nathan  Kimble  was  • 
acquitted  of  murder  in  September,  1854. 

One  of  the  most  important  criminal  trials  in  the  early  days  was 
{he  case  of  the  State  of  Indiana  vs.  Abner  Dillon,  for  murder. 
This  was  tried  at  the  March  term,  1857.  John  IM.  Wilson  assisted 
in  the  prosecution  with  much  vigor.  Dillon  w  as  charged  with  hav- 
ing killed  his  wife,  by  beating  her  with  a  shovel.  The  evidence 
showed  him  to  have  been  gtiilty  of  a  long  course  of  cruelty  to  her. 
The  jury  found  him  guilt}'  and  fixed  his  punishment  at  imprison- 
ment for  life.  On  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  below  were  fully  sustained  and  the  jury  said  to  have 
been  lenient  with  the  f>risoner. 

In  April,  1858,  Wade  Blackburn  was  given  one  year  for  lar- 
ceny, and  on  the  same  charge  James  W.  Fitzgerald  received  two 
years  in  Oct.,  i860.  Chas.  Warrenburg  also  was  sentenced  to  two 
years  about  the  same  time  for  receiving  stolen  goods.  In  April, 
1868,  Charles  Ager  was  sentenced  to  twenty-one  years  imprison- 
ment for  murder. 

Later  Judges. — The  October  term,  1872,  was  the  last  of 
Judge  Biddle  upon  the  AfOami  Circuit  Bench.  He  was  succeeded 
by  John  U.  Pettit  in  March  following  who  remained  a  full  term  of 
SIX  3-ears. 

In  October,  1879,  Lyman  Walker  assumed  the  duties  of  Cir- 
cuit Judge,  and  was  the  first  and  only  resident  of  Miami  Coimty 
who  had  been  elevated  to  that  excellent  position.  Jt  is  probable, 
too,  that  none  have  ever  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  with 
more  credit  to  themselves  or  satisfaction  to  the  public  than  did 
Judge  Walker.  His  abilities  as  a  jurist  are  of  a  high  order,  and 
his  education  is  liberal.  Another  has  said  of  liim:  "He  is  a  sup- 
erior man  in  everv  respect."  Mis  decisions  ujion  the  bench  stood 
the  test  of  the  Supreme  Court  far  better  than  the  average  of  Cir- 
cuit Judges.  He  possesses  a  good  judicial  mind,  and  in  &e  trial  of 
a  cause  gave  close  attention  to  the  evidence,  and  decided  according 
to  the  natural  equity,  or  the  right  of  the  case.  Tn  all  cases  involv- 
ing fraud  he  seemed  intuitively  to  anticipate  the  minutia.  Since 
his  retirement  from  the  bench  in  1885  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  at  Peru.  As  an  ad\'ocate  he  has  but  few  superiors. 
Being  a  good  speaker  and  of  commanding  personal  bearing,  he  has 
large  influence  with  the  jury.  On  the  whole  he  can  be  deemed  a 
brilliant  lawver  and  one  of  a  still  more  promising  future. 

The  present  Judge  J.  D.  Connor,  first  performed  the  duties  of 
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that  office  in  this  count}'  at  the  October  term,- 1885.  He  is  a  pains- 
taking official  and  one  who  is  determined  on  administering  justice 
without  paitialit}-.  Tie  is  a  resident  of  Wabash  where  he  was  for 
many  years  (ni^^aj^a-d  in  a  successful  practice,  and  where  he  earned 
tlie  repulalioii  of  being  an  able  lawyer. 

Later  Attorneys. — It  is  not  within  the  province  of  a  work  of 
.  this  nature  to  make  sj^ecial  mention  of  the  attorneys  now  living.  A 
considerable  portion  of  them  are  now  represented  in  another  part  of 
this  volume.  Such  attorneys  as  H.  J.  Shirk,  R,  P.  EfTin^'^cr.  Josiah 
and  John  L.  Farrar,  James  M.  Brown  and  John  Mitchell,  men  who 
have  nearly  all  been  in  the  active  practice  in  Miami  County  for 
more  than  thirt}'  years,  miirht  perhaps  be  more  extensively  noticed 
here.  But  a  sketch  of  e;tcli  will  be  found  elsewhere.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  they  have  taken  front  rank  in  their  profession,  and  for 
many  years  ha\  e  been  foremost  at  the  Peru  Bar.  Besides  these 
the  bar  is  well  re]:>i  esented  by  a  large  number  of  voung  men,  many 
*  of  whom  give  evidence  of  eminence  in  their  profession. 

Concerning  the  death  of  Albert  J.  Davidson,  who  was  at  one 
time  a  leader  among  the  younger  lawyers  of  the  county,  the  follow- 
ing record  was  made  at  the  October  term,  1874: 

llefuAted^  That  In  the  sudden,  painful  and  untimely  death  of  oar  brother,  Albert 

J.  Davidson,  we  hoar  tI)o  loss  of  otic  wlio.  by  hi^  n:if tin!  Ink'nts,  his  acfjiiirfd  endow- 
ments and  ni;u\v  nohle  qualities  had  ••urly  oii(.uiic<l  an  emiahh*  position  in  his  pro- 
ft"->iiiii  i.iul  in  xx  ifty;  and  wliDse  dt  ath  in  early  manhood  has  desitroyed  the  hope  of 
future  entinence  and  U8efulae:^s,  of  which  his  brief  profe«dionui  life  gave  ttuch  abuo- 
dant  promiae. 

Ttiat  \v(>  tenih^r  to  his  stricken  family  .lod  fHends  ottf  idncerest  sympathy  oud 
coudolenre  in  their  terril>le  IxTeavenit  iit. 

Th.'it  tilt  t  oiii-t  now  in  session  he  adjourned  on  the  day  of  the  0b6e(]ttle8  Of  OUT 
deceu^iiKl  brother,  uud  that  we  attend  the  8amo  in  a  body. 

That  wc  will  request  thia  meaiorial  to  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the 
Uiami  Circuit  Court 

Death  of  Cd.  Wilsm  ^At  the  April  Term,   1876,  the  fol- 
lowing record  was  made  concerning  the  death  of  Col.  John  M.  » 
Wilson: 

Comes  now  T?.  P.  KfVtni.'-er.  Esq.,  and  presents  to  the  Court  the  follnu  itn:  ivs,  ,]u. 
tlons  passed  h\  the  menilM^rs  of  the  Bar  at  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  ou  ^louiiay,  the 
20tii  day  of  March^  A.  D.,  187ft,  and  adss  that  they  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this 
court 

TftWrwf,  Tha*  wc.  the  professional  associate  of  Col.  .lohn  M.  Wili«m.  hite  a 
menilxT  of  this  Bar,  tender  1<>  Lis  lu  ieaved  family  onr  eDii  ioleni  e  an  l  synipatliv  in 
tile  atllii  lion  that  has  deprived  them  ot  a  loved  and  honorable  fatlier,  and  his  n'la- 
tions  an<i  eompauipns  of  a  warm-hearted  and  faithful  Mend. 

Btwlf.fl^  That  in  tlie  death  of  Col.  Wilson  we  recognise  ftnd  deplore  tlie  loss  of 
a  brave  smldierjim  able  lawyer  and  nu  honest  mtm. 

lirMiilrid,  That  a  copy  of  lln-r  resohilionfi  ho  presentci!  lo  Die  "Nli^ani  Circuit 
Court  at  its  next  session,  with  ilie  retjuest  that  the  ^ame  he  s])read  upon  the  rec<nd 
and  a  copy  thereof,  under  flie  seal  4^  the  court,  be  pn-sented  to  the  fami  1  v  of  the  de- 
ceased. B.  P.  ErmraBR,  Chairman. 
Ltman  W.\i.ki:u,  Hecretary. 

Judge  Petitt  then  spoke  at  considerable  length  ii\  praise  of  the 
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deceased,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said:  **In  many  respects  Col. 
Wilson  was  a  remarkable  man.  To  his  last  he  had  the  warmth, 
and  cheeriness,  and  lovinj^  confidence  of  a  child.  Here  at  this  bar 
he  is  best  known.  He  had,  so  to  ex])ress  it,  ;i  genius  of  speech  - 
sentences  not  contrived,  measured  and  modulated,  clothed  in  the 
drapery  of  chosen  language,  warm  with  thought  and  feeling,  and 
on  proper  occasions  said  with  just  resentment,  were  often  full  of 
.eloquence.  If  he  had  any  fault  of  mental  character,  it  was  that  to 
natural  resources,  so  ready  and  always  at  hand,  thev  w'ere  relied  on 
for  thf  occasion,  sudden,  instead  of  being  husbanded  and  trained 
and  disciplined  for  great  opportunities."  As  a  further  mark  of 
remembrance,  the  bar  secured  a  portrait  of  Col.  Wilson  and  had 
it  placed  in  the  court  room,  where  it  now  remains. 

Probate  Courts. — Under  the  old  laws  the  Associate  Judges 
were  ex-officio  judges  of  the  Probate  Courts  in  the  absence  of  a 
regular  probate  judge.  What  the  exact  method  of  conducting  the 
early  probate  business  of  this  county  cannot  not  now  be  surely  de- 
termined on  account  of  the  burning  of  the  records  in  1843.  The 
first  court  of  this  kind  of  which  there  is  any  record  began  in  May, 
1843,  with  Jonathan  R.  Smith,  as  judge.  lie  continued  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  November,  i8.}.8,  when  he  was  succeedetl  by  K^euben 
C.  Harrison.  Judge  Harrison  remained  upon  the  Probate  Bench 
iintil  that  court  was  abolished  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion in  August,  1852.  Up  to  that  time  it  had  jurisdiction  in  nothing 
but  probate  matters,  although  appeals  could  be  taken  to  the  Cir- 
cuit Court. 

T/tr  (  'oiinnon  Pleas  Court. — At  its  establishment  tin-  Coiu't  of 
Common  Pleas  was  given  e.\clusive  jurisdiction  o£  probate  matters,  and 
the  old  probate  courts  were  abohshed.  This  was  another  of  the 
changes  which  the  new  practice  brought  about.  It  had  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  that  class  of  offences  which  did  not  amount  to  a  felon\',  except 
those  over  which  Justices  of  the  Peace  had  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
State  prostcutions  were  instituted  by  atlidavits  and  information. 
Under  certain  resiricliuns  this  court  had  jurisdiction  over  felonies, 
where  the  punishment  could  not  be  death,  and  in  no  case  was  the 
intervention  of  the  Grand  Jury  necessary.  In  all  civil  cases,  except 
for  slander,  libel,  breach  of  marriage  contract,  action  on  oHicial 
bond  of  anv  State  or  Count^•  otliccr,  or  where  the  title  to  real  estate 
was  invoh  ed,  this  court  had  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  Circuit 
Court,  w  here  the  sum  of  damages  due  or  demanded  did  not  exceed 
$1,000,  exclusive  of  interest  and  costs.  It  also  had  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  Justices  of  the  Peace,  where  the  sum  due  or 
demanded  excieded  $50.  When  the  court  was  organized  ap- 
peals could  be  taken  from  it  to  the  Circuit  Court,  Inn  that  right 
was  afterward  abolished,  but  appeals  could  be  taken  to  the  Su- 
preme court,  and  its  jurisdiction  was  from  time  to  time  en- 
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larged.   The  Clerk  and  Sheriff  of  the  county  officiated  in  this 

court  as  well  as  in  the  Circuit  court,  and  the  judge  was  ex  <y- 
Jlcio  judge  of  the  court  of  com  iliation.  This  last  had  jurisdiction 
of  causes  of  action  for  libel,  slander,  malicious  prosecution,  assault  and 
batterv ,  and  false  impi  isonnient,  and  extruded  to  questions  of  re- 
conciliaUon  and  compromise  only,  ^o  ailorney  was  allowed  to 
appear  for  his  client  before  the  court  of  conciliation,  but  the 
parties  were  required  to  appear  before  the  judge  apart  from  all 
other  persons,  e^rcept  that  an  infant  was  required  to  appear  by 
guardian,  and  a  female  by  her  husband  or  ^end.  This  branch 
of  the  court  was  abolished  in  1867. 

y^/V-iV  Term. — The  lirst  term  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  in 
Miami  County  began  January  3,  1853,  with  Robert  F.  Groves 
as  Judge.  The  tirsl  act  of  the  court  was  the  adoption  of  a  seaL 
The  various  Common  Pleas  Judges,  with  their  first  terms  in  the 
County  after  Judge  Gr<i\  es,  were  Samuel  L.  McFadin,  January. 
1857;  Kline  G.  ShrNock,  November,  1860;  D,  D.  Dykeman,  No- 
vember, 1862;  T.  C.  Whitesides,  July,  1865;  James  H.  Carpenter, 
November,  1870;  D.  P.  Baldwin,  March,  1871;  John  Mitchell,  De- 
cember, 1872.  This  court  was  abolished  early  in  1873,  the  last 
term  in  this  countv  beinjr  held  in  March  of  that  \  ear.  Ml  matters 
pending  in  that  court  were  transferred  to  the  Circuit  Court. 

Roll  If/'  Attorneys. — In  a  hasty  review  of  the  court  records  it 
is  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  a  complete  list  of  all  the  attorneys 
as  they  were  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  this  county  of  course  it  is 
imj  ossihle  to  give  any  prior  to  1843.  The  following  list  is  given 
although  it  doubtless  contains  many  errors  and  omissions. 

ROLL  OP  ATTORNEYS,  MIAMI  COUNTY. 

1).  D.  Pnitt.  Soptt  iul.^T.  1S4:}.   Nirklin.  April.  lS(jl. 

Hom-e  P.  Bid.ll.'.  S,  |.t.-inlHT,  1S48.  B.  F.  Willi:irn-,  Ai^ril,  lt»61. 

W.  Z,  Stuart,  St'pU'Uiber,  itt43.   Shul<  r,  Aithl,  liHil. 

B.  P.  lioveland,  September,  1848.  T.  C.  Whitosid.  s,  Spptember,  1868. 

A.  A.  Cnl.'.  S.'pU'inlKT,  1848.  John        li.  ll.  M:in-h,  1884 

NaUiaii  ().  Uos.s,  S.'i>t«'mlK'r,  1843.  llt  iiry  A.  Hrowii,  March,  1864. 

Spier  S.  Tipton,  Sfi)t<'iulH'r,  lls4Ji.  NcIhoii  Ponlhtim.  .Man-h,  1805, 

M.  W.  Seelyi8eptember,  W.  W.  Sullivan,  April,  1867. 

WUlUunaon  Wright,  March,  1844  A.  B.  Chiirpl(>,  Beptember,  1867. 

Wm.  J.  ITnlmuii.  March,  1884.  W.  E.  Pew.  Sept.'iubcr,  18C7. 

 Palmer.  .March,  1844.  Geo.  H.  Williams,  April,  i;m 

,T.  D.  Connor,  Man  h.  1HI4.  Albert  C.  Kwinsr,  .Man  li.  IHIO. 

John  F.  Dodds,  Ket^ruary,  1845.  Hennr  T.  Underwood,  March,  1869. 

Mac«  ft  Brand,  Auu'iiHt,  1845.  Ed^n  Leas,  October,  1860. 

Joe.  B.  I  nderwoiKl,  February,  1845.  .Mexander  Ile^s,  October.  1869. 

John  M.  \Vil.M)u,  AuL'ust,  1840.  .1.  H.  McNarv.  October,  1870. 

Grepor)'  &  Thayer,  Anjtnrt,  1845.  Tho^.  B.  MilbT,  April,  1ST  I. 

John  Bu«h,  Augui«t,  1840.  John  R.  PanueU  e,  April,  1872. 

David  M.  Dunn,  February,  1846.  G.  A.  Osbom,  April,  1872. 

NaThrini.  1  M.Cuip'.  March.  1848,  F.  M.  MorL-nn,  April,  1878. 

Isaac  Ilartiuaii,  March,  IS-IS).  Stephen  i).  ( 'arpenter,  .Tune,  1873. 

WUliani  Polter,  Se[)teniber,  1841>.  Wm.  >I.  Waters,  October,  1!^72. 

Harvey  J.  Shirlc,  September,  1849.  Gea  W.  Brizee,  October,  1878. 


uiyiii^od  by  Google 


BENCH  AND  BAR. 


347 


Augiistin.'  O.  Nelson,  1850. 
K.  i'.  I)i<  k»'y,  prior  to  March,  1851. 
Meredith  U.  Kidd,  September,  1861. 
R  P.  EfBngpf,  prior  to  March,  1868. 
John  M.  Coniu'lK  M;in  li,  IH-jH. 

•  Hoal,  prior  U>  ScpttimlMT,  iyr)3. 

Daniel  M.  (  ox,  prior  to  Soptember,  1868. 
I.  M.  Harlan,  March,  1864. 
J.  A.  Beal,  March,  1864 
B.  Walker,  March,  IWn. 

 Baird,  September,  lt<'x5. 

Peters,  September,  1855. 
Joiiiah  Farrar,  March,  1856. 
J.  L.  Farrar,  March,  1866. 
Orris  Blake,  Sept.  ml ht.  I'^'ift. 
Jas.  A.  Stret<-h,  Sfpt^MuU-r,  lb56. 
B.  T.  8t  John,  September,  1868. 
J.  Carvin,  March,  1857. 
J.  M.  Brown,  March,  18S7. 
—     (  hristv,  prior  to  September,  1857. 
B.  P.  n.  llarl,  April,  1H59. 
.John  I{.  (  otTrotli,  April,  1858. 
W.  S,  lieuham,  April,  1859. 
James  M.  Talbott,  October,  1859. 
John  M.  Washburn.  OcToImt,  IsriO. 
Jas.  N.  Tj  ner,  prior  to  April,  1860. 
J.  M.  Robinson,  prior  to  April,  1860. 

 Goodwin,  October,  1860. 

8.  W.  Robert^u.  October,  1860. 
I.vnian  Walkt-r,  October,  1H«0. 
Calvin  Cowgill,  October,  1860. 
 Peteraon,  April,  1861. 


Thos.  A.  Sfujirt,  Marili,  1875. 
Hood  I*riitt  l.ovcland,  March,  1875. 
Orlando  McNabb,  June,  1870. 
Ethan  T.  Reamner,  October,  1877. 
Si>f'!ir  S.  Steele.  i)ri<>r  to  Jinit',  ISVI* 
Lysier  T.  Pitman,  .June,  1877. 
.Jos.  A.  Faust,  April,  1877. 
Chas.  A.  Cole,  Januaiy,  1878. 
Thofl.  E.  Son^r,  Febniary,  1878. 
Abraham  r)li)b«)ye,  Ajiril,  1878. 
Vi  m.  J.  Smith,  .fune.  1878. 
David  W.  ("urtis.  January.  1879. 
Wm.  B.  McCUntic,  January,  1870. 
Heniy  T.  Helm,  January,  1879. 
Geo.  E .  Ross,  .January,  1870. 
Jay  JI.  NefT,  June,  1879. 
Lynn  ilrlin,  Jtine.  1879. 
Wm.  £.  Mowbry,  prior  to  June.  1879. 
Samtiel  F.  Winter,  October,  1879. 

M.  Emerick,  \n]ni  to  Octol)er,  1870. 
Chnn  J.  Kern,  De*  ciiil.H?r,  1879. 
(  huK.  S.  Dunn,  April,  1880. 
N.  N.  Antrim,  prior  to  April,  1880, 
Robt.  J.  Loveland,  April,  1880. 
(ieo.  F.  O'Byrne,  A|)ril,  1880. 
Wm.  C.  Farrar,  April,  188lt. 
Jos.  II.  I^arimcr,  April,  1880. 
Alfred  H.  Plummer,  April,  laSl- 
Hiram  S.  Holt,  October,  1881. 
Michael  8.  EAin^er,  October,  1881. 
Win  Brenton,  April,  1882. 
Charles  R.  Pence,  June,  1888. 
Jabea  T.  Cox,  May,  1888, 


Resident  Attorney^.-  The  Bar  docket  now  contains  these 
names  of  active  resident  attorneys  of  Miami  Coun^. 


N.  O.  BoM, 

H.  J.  Shirk, 
\\.  \\  Ellinger, 
John  I^.  Farrar, 
Joeiah  Farrar, 
Jatnes  M.  Brown, 

I.  yitKin  ^^';ilkcr, 
John  Milrhell, 
W.  E.  .Mowbraj, 
W.  W.  SoUiTaii, 
O.  M.  Eiucrlck, 
Nott  A.  Antrim, 
S.  I>.  Carpenter, 
Hcnrv'  W.  Jamison, 
John'W.  Eward, 


LIST  OF  ATTORNBYS. 

Bobt.  O.  Foor, 

Chas.  A.  Cole, 
A.  J.  Dipboye, 
Walter  C.  Bailey, 
Joseph  A.  Fau^ 
Ethan  T.  Reasoner, 
II.  F.  T'liilcrwood, 
W.  B.  McCliutic, 
William  J.  Smith, 
Wm.  C.  Farm; 
Bobert  J.  Ixmland, 
Joseph  IT.  I^rimer, 
Hiram  S.  Holt, 
Chas,  R.  Pence, 
*         Jabez  T.  Cox, 

Elmer  8.  Morris. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Schools — ^Early  Educational  Advantages — ^FIrst  Schools — 
Teachers  and  Their. Methods — Schools  of  Peru — ^Tkb 
Townships  in  Detail — ^Thb  County  Seminary — ^Thb  Con- 
gressional Township  Funds — ^Normals  AND  Institutes, 
Etc. 

WHEN  our  forefathers,  a  century  a<:^o,  declared  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  17S7  that  knowledge  with  religion  and  moral- 
ity was  necessary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  they  struck  the  key-note  of  American  liberty.  Science 
and  literature  began  to  advance  and  the  enthusiasm  began  to  move 
forward  with  the  tide  of  emigration.  The  declaration  of  the  con- 
stilulion  of  Indiana  jjave  new  life  to  the  cause  within  the  borders  of 
the  new  State.  The  tirst  who  came  to  lind  homes  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Wabash  and  its  tributaries  were  illy  prepared  to  provide  the 
necessary'  means  for  the  education  of  their  children.  So  impor- 
tant an  object,  however,  could  not  be  delayed,  and  struggling 
through  the  pressure  of  poverty  and  privation,  they  soon  began  to 
plant  among  them  these  early  institutions  of  learning.  The  schools 
for  many  years_  were  in  a  condition  corresponding  with  the 
advancement  in  sJl  other  public  matters.  The  teachers  were,  as  a 
rule,  ilHterate  aiul  incompetent  and  selected  not  because  of  any 
special  qualifications,  but  because  they  had  no  other  business.  The 
only  requirements  were  that  the  teachers  should  be  able  to  teach 
reading,  writing  and  "ciphering."  The  teacher  who  could  "cipher 
all  the  sums"  m  Pike's  arithmetic  up  to  and  including  the  single 
rule  of  three  was  considered  a  mathematician  of  no  mean  ability. 
With  such  a  condition  of  things,' no  system  and  no  discipline  coiud 
have  been  expected.  Among  the  teachers  there  was  no  concert  of 
action  and  consequently  no  uniformity  in  work.  No  appliances 
were  provided  without  which  successful  work  can  not  be  accom- 
plished. Blackboards  were  unknown;  wall  maps  were  not  in  use; 
text-books  were  few,  and  diose  provided  were  illogically  arranged 
and  unsuitable  for  use;  classification  wa3  imknown,  the  number  of 
classes  always  corresponding  with  the  number  of  pupils.  For 
manN  \  ears  there  were  in  most  districts  only  subscription  schools 
and  lliese  presided  over  by  incompetent  and  inexperienced  teachers. 
Several  years  had  elapsed,  after  the  first  settler  came  to  the 
^  county,  before  a  school  was  open  to  the  public.  This  delay  was 
due  the  sparseness  of  the  population— there  being  in  no  one  neigh- 
borhood a  sufficient  number  of  white  children  to  constitute  a  school 
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until  1833.  William  Smith,  now  a  citizen  of  Peru,  was,  according 
to  ^fooc]  authorit\-.  tho  first  to  assume  the  role  of  the  peda<:jogue. 
He  opened  a  scHodI  during  the  winter  of  said  }  ear  in  a  cabin  that 
stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Mexico.  1  lie  calkin  was 
built  of  unhewn  lugs,  with  a  mud  and  stick  chimney  in  one  end  of 
the  building,  and  a  Hre-place  wide  enough  to  receive  a  four  to 
six-foot  back  log.  For  windows  a  part  of  a  log  was  cut  out  and  the 
aperature  covered  with  paper,  which,  with  :m  application  of 
grease  became  quite  translucent.  The  writing  desks  consisted 
of  hewn  slabs  or  heavy  oak  plank  laid  upon  wooden  pins 
driven  in  the  wall.  The  benches  and  floor  were  of  the  same 
material — ^pimcheons.  With  these  equipments  the  first  term  was 
opened.  The  children  presented  themselves  the  first  morning 
well  supplied  with  Webster's  spelling  books,  from  which  spell- 
ing, reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  were  taught.  The  attain- 
ments of  Mr,  Smith  were  probably  superior  to  the  average 
teacher  of  to-day,  yet  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  organization  was 
unsystematic  and  the  teaching  immediodical,  for  such  was  cer- 
tainly true  of  the  teaching  of  every  Hoosier  school-master  of 
that  period.  It  is  claimed  by  one  of  the  pupils  who  attended 
this  school  that  whenever  there  was  any  manifestations  of  a 
lack  of  interest  or  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  the  same 
was  restored  by  a  vigorous  application  of  the  rod,  which,  it  is 
said,  w^as  vary  potent  in  its  influence.  This  school  was  patron- 
ized by  the  families  who  resided  in  that  neighborhood,  amohg 
whom  were  the  Wilkinsons,  Beards,  Connors,  Cooks,  Banes  and 
others. 

The  second  school  in  Jefferson  Township  was  taught  by  the 
same  teacher  the  following  year,  in  a  house  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  was  a  log  building  15x20  feet,  and  in  convenience 
of  arrangement  was  superior  to  the  first,  A  school  was  taught 
by  William  Sue  wait  in  the  winter  of  1834-35.  "^^^  house  was 
a  log  dwdling  which  stood  <xi  the  Wynkoop  farm,  n&u  wh^e 
John  Stanton  now  lives.  The  township  was  soon  organized  and 
other  houses  were  erected  at  public  expense.  ^ 

At  present  there  are  two  graded  school  buildings  in  the 
township  one  at  Denver  the  other  at  Mexico,  the  former  con- 
sisting of  four  graded  schools  and  the  laitter  of  three  depart- 
ments. There  are  nine  countr}"^  districts,  and  altogether  the 
township  emploNs  sixteen  teachers. 

Schools  of  Peru. — Tlie  common  schools  of  every  State  or 
county  are  the  foundation  upon  which  the  general  system  of 
education  must  be  built.  These  are  the  colleges  of  the  people, 
and  if  neglected  the  great  mass  must  grow  up  in  ignorance. 
Although  many  of  these  primitive  schools  were  but  little  more 
than  a  place  at  which  the  pupils  would  gather  to  receive  their 
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daily  "tannings"  by  a  teacher  who  was  selected  because  of  his 
physical,  rather  than  his  mental  proclivities,  yet  there  is  no 

^  doubt  but  diat  the  influence  was  good.  \  The  first  institution  of 
learnin*^  was  a  log  buikliiig  18x24  feet,  located  on  Third  street 
atid  iTcctcd  by  the  venerable  William  Smiih,  at  his  own  expense. 
This  building  was  probably  completed  in  the  fall  of  1834, 
the  first  term  taught  the  winter  following.  Mr.  Smith,  who  had 
previously  taught  at  Mexico,  was  the  first  teacher,  and  taught 
three  consecutive  terms.  This  was  a  subscription  scHchiI.  each 
pupil  being  required  to  pay  a  fee  of  $2.50.  It  is  claimed  that 
in  some  instances  this  amount  was  paid  in  coonskins  and  venison 
hams,  which,  at  a  still  earlier  day,  is  said  to  have  been  very 
generally  used  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  The  attendance 
averaged  about  ten  pupils  daily,  which  brought  to  tlie  teacher 
about  $25  per  terra,  he  furnishing  both  house  and  fuel.  The 
second  h  >usc  was  a  frame  structure,  located  on  Third  street 
opposite  llu-  residence  of  Dr.  Bloomtleld.  Another  house  which 
was  used  but  a  short  time,  was  erected  on  Broadway.  The 
Presbyterian  and  Catholic  churches  were  both  used  for  school 
piurposes  during  the  latter  part  of  the  thirties.  About  the  year 
1837,  what  was  known  as  the  Peru  Collegate  Institute,  was 
established.  A  Presbyterian  minister  by  the  name  of  John 
Stocker,  a  classical  scholar,  was  the  first  principal,  atnl  his  wife, 
who  was  an  accomplished  lady,  associate  principal.  I'he  build- 
ing used  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  at  times  when  the  attendance  was  too  large  to  be  accom- 
modated in  one  building,  an  old  log  house  on  Second  street  was 
used  by  the  academical  department.  The  institute  was  largely 
patronized  not  only  by  the  people  of  Miami,  but  adjoining  coun- 
ties as  well.  Among  others  who  served  as  members  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  were  Rev.  S.  Newberry ,  Wm.  N.  Hood» 
Richard  L.   Briiion,  James  B.  Fulwiler  and   Alfred   S.  Keiser. 

>s^Prof.  n.  Waldo,  A.  M.,  succeeded  Mr.  Stocker  as  principal. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Collegiate  Institute  the  schools 
of  Peru  have  steadily  developed  into  a  system  equal  in  the  re- 
sults obtained  to  those  of  any  city  in  Northern  Indiana.  For 
many  years  there  was  no  supervision  other  than  that  afforded 
by  the  Trustees  or  Directors,  but  early  in  the  sixties  the  neces- 
sit\-  becoming  more  apparent,  as  the  attendance  increased,  Ly- 
man Walker,  a  young  graduate  from  the  east,  was  appointed 
City  Superintendent.  Under  his  supervision  many  of  the  methods 
that  proved  successful  in  the  older  states  were  introduced,  and 
in  a  short  time  there  was  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  work. 
D.  Eckley  Hunter,  one  of  Indiana's  best  known  educators, 
served  in  the  same  capacity  until  1871,  wluri  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  present  incumbent,  Prof.  G.  G.  Manning.    The  best  tes> 
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timonial  of  the  eminent  Jitness  of  Manning,  and  the  satisfactory 
results  obtained  under  his  management,  is  the  mention  of  the 
ha  of  his  re-appointment  each  year  for  fifteen  consecutive  years. 

The  cit\  lias  pro\  ided  and  conveniently  located  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  buildings  to  accommodate  an  enrollment  of  2,100  child- 
ren. The  following  teachers  were  employed  in  the  schools  in 
1886  7  and  assigned  iu>  follows:  High  School — W.  E.  Henry, 
Mamie  G.  Taylor  and  W.  A.  Woo£ing.  Seventh  and  Eighth 
Grades — ^Eileen  Ahem,  Ida  Statesman  and  Carrie  C.  Putep> 
baugh.  Sixth  Grade — Alice  Stahl  and  Nannie  Rees.  Fifth 
Grade — Belle  Watson  and  Madge  Calvert.  Fourth  Grade^ — 
Mamie  Smith  and  Clara  Stoneberger.  Third  Grade^ — Alice 
Reisecker  and  May  Servoss.  Second  Grade — Emma  Davidson 
and  Rose  Seyfert  First  Grade — ^Minerva  BeckvHth  and  Eva 
McFarland.  Brownell  School — W,  D.  Whisler  and  German  A. 
Gehring.  The  work  is  divided  into  eight  grades  and  a  High 
School  course  of  four  years.  The  school  has  been  commissioned 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education  which  entitles  the  graduates  tO 
admission  into  the  State  University  without  examination. 

The  school  histor}'  of  Peru  would  be  incomplete  without 
more  than  passing  tneintion  of  the  name  of  the  venerable  Will- 
iam Smith.  To  his  wisely  directed  energies  the  efficiency  of 
the  early  schools  of  Peru  are  largely  due.  He  came  at  a  time 
when  his  services  were  needed  and  at  once  entered  into  the 
work  with  Uttle  promise  of  reward.  He  taught  the  first  school, 
erected  at  his  own  expense  the  first  house,  and  dedicated  it  to 
the  cause.  For  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  coimty's  existence 
he  lead  in  every  movement  that  promised  an  increase  of  the 
schools,  and  in  all  his  actions  he  has  shown  an  unselfish  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  education. 

The  first  school  house  to  make  its  appearance  in  Jackson 
Township  was  in  1848^  and  was  located  on  the  farm  of  Benja- 
mm  Da\  is.  During  the  same  year  another  was  built  on  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Gates.  J  The  first  board  of  trustees  was  constituted 
of  the  following  named  persons:  O.  H.  P.  Masev,  Samuel 
Draper  and  Thomas  Moore.  Prominent  among  the  early  teach- 
ers were  David  Stanfield,  Elizabeth  Cook,  Mason  Sharp, 
Thomas  Reese  and  Harvey  Cooper.  Several  years  later  a 
graded  school  was  established  in  Xenia.  The  sdK)ol  IS  divided 
into  four  departments,  viz:  High  school,  Grammar  grade,  In- 
termediate and  Primary  grades,  presided  over,  respectivelv,  by 
M.  H.  Hester,  Principal,  Edgar  A.  Smith,  Ida  Armstrong  and 
Anna  Tuey.  There  are  at  present  fourteen  teachers  employed 
in  the  schools  of  the  township.  The  schools  of  Amboy  have 
taken  high  rank,  and  under  J.  Z.  A.  McCaughan  the  course  is 
sufficiently  advanced  to  prepare  pupils  to  enter  the  State  Uni- 
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versity,  and  to  that  end  the  school  has  been  conmuBnoned  by 

/the  State  Board  of  Education.  CThe  schools  of  Harrison  Town- 
ship had  their  inception  in  a  small  log  hut,  which  had  been 
-  abandoned  as  a  residence,  that  stood  on  the  farm  of  Jesse  Lee. 
^  It  was  a  subscription  school,  taught  by  Mr.  Lee,  and,  although 
the  attendance  was  small,  it  is  said  that  much  interest  was  man^ 
ifested.  The  year  following,  1849,  Irwin  Murden  taught  in  a 
\  house  that  stood  on  the  farm  of  William  Smith,  Jr.  j  One  of  the  princi- 
pal characleristics  of  these  schools  was  the  freedom  and  vigor  with 
which  the  birchen  twijr  was  bent  about  the  larger  boys.  "Whip 
the  large  ones  and  the  small  ones  will  not  need  it,"  was  the 
maxim  of  the  pioneer  pedagogue.  The  Township  has  at  pres- 
ent nx  district  school  houses  and  a  township  graded  school  with 
two  departments,  at  North  Grove.  [  The  people  of  Clay  Town- 
ship  began  to  provide  means  for  the  education  of  their  children 
in  the  beginning  of  the  forties.  At  first,  instructions  were  gi\  en 
in  spelling  and  reading  in  the  houses  of  several  of  the  early 
settlers  by  a  traveling  pedagogue,  who  would  make  daily  trips 
and  impart  his  knowledge  in  a  way  that  was  not  calculated  to 
over-work  the  student.  Feeling  the  necessity  for  increased  fa- 
cilities for  school  work,  people  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Z.  Hos- 
tettle's  erected  a  house  on  the  farm  of  said  Hostettle,  and,  in 
the  whiter  of  18431  the  first  school  was  taught  by  Etias  Ho- 
baugh.  The  next  house  was  buOt  on  the  I«ewis  Hoover  farm 
in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  the  first,  term  of  school  was  commenc- 
ed in  the  winter  of  the  same  year.  To  Henry  Murden  is  due 
\  the  honor  of  dedicating  the  new  buildin^^)  The  Township  is  at 
present  divided  into  eigliL  school  districts,  .each  suppUed  with 
commodious  buildings. 
/  The  early  settlers  of  Deer  Creek  Township  were  not  slow 
in  giving  their  children  all  the  opportunities  for  an  education 
that  the  circumstances  would  admit  of.  The  first  settlers  came 
to  the  territory  now  included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  town- 
ship, in  18^4,  and  in  the  following  year,  1845,  they  had  pro- 
vided a  small  log  cabin  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Haines,  and  early 
in  December  the  first  school  was  opened,  with  Henry  Garrett 
in  charge.  The  inconvenience  of  having  to  walk  three  and  four 
miles  was  very  great,  and  especially  at  a'  time  when  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  winter  the  ground  was  covered  with 
snow.  This  was  at  once  overcome  by  the  erection  of  another 
house  the  following  ^ear  on  the  farm  of  Austin  Herrel,  where 
John  Truax  was  installed  as  teacher.  Among  the  early  families 
who  patronized  these  schools  were  the  Millers,  Pearsons,  IIofT- 
mans,  McCrareys,  Davises,  Lewises,  Armstrongs,  McConnels, 
liusbys,  besides  a  few  others.  The  Township,  at  present,  has 
^  eight  school  houses  and  employs  nine  teachers. 
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The  early  settlers  of  Pipe  Creek  Township  were  not  lack^^ 
ing  their  appredatioa  of  ediicatioa  although  they  were  not  so 
early  in  providing  the  necessary  means.   The  first  school  was 

taught  in  a  hastily  constructed  cabin  on  the  farm  of  the  first  set- 
tler, Joel  Julian,  in  the  winter  of  1843-44.  The  name  of  the 
Hrst  teacher  has  been  forj^otten,  but,  a  few  rears  later,  Jacob 
Brandt  and  Eliza  Barnett  taught  in  the  same  district.  What 
was  known  as  the  Marquis  school  house,  in  the  northeast  part 
of  t)ie  Township,  stood  near  the  residence  now  owned  b}'  Joseph 
Sullivan,  and  was  used  for  many  years.  Another  of  the  early  school 
houses  was  erected  on  the  farm  of  Samuel  Dewese,  near  Bunker  Hill. 
Mr.  Dewese,  a  Baptist  minister,  was  the  tirst  to  occupy  this  house. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  serviceable  man,  bein^  an  excellent 
hunter,  a  good  preacher  and  a  fair  teacher,  and  if  occasion  demanded 
it,  he  could  serve  in  any  Other  capacity  with  about  equal  ability. 
Daniel  Puterbaugh  was  one  of  the  prominent  early  teachers,  and 
taught  in  various  parts  of  the  township.  A  house  was  erected 
at  an  early  day  on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Brandt.  A  few  years  ago 
a  graded  school  was  established  at  Bunker  Hill,  in  wmch  four 
teachers  are  now  employed,  viz:  J.  H.  Neff,  principal;  J.  £. 
Rinehart,  grammar  grade;  Jennie  Haggerty,  second  primary'  and 
Eva  Wilson,  first  primary.  There  are  six  houses  in  the  town- 
ship, not  including  the  graded  school  building  at  Bunker  Hill. 
The  lirst  house  in  which  school  \vas  taught  in  Washington 
Township,  was  erected  on  the  form  of  John  Allen,  In  1842,  and 
in  the  following  year  was  dedicated  to  God  by  Rev.  Johnson,  of 
Peru.  The  house  had  been  built  for  a  dwelling,  but  being  un- 
suitable for  the  purpose,  was  converted  into  a  school  and  church 
building.  The  first  teacher  was  a  young  lady  from  Peru.  In  the 
fall  of  1843  this  house  was  abandoned  for  a  small  round  log  cabin 
that  was  erected  on  the  farm  of  Patrick  Colgan.  A  small  Buckeye 
cabin  was  built  on  the  Peter  Weckler  farm  the  same  year.  In  this 
house  Lucy  O  lJrien  was  the  first  teacher,  and  she  is  remembt-n-d 
by  the  old  settlers  as  being  one  of  the  most  competent  pioneer 
teachers  of  the  county.  The  township  is  now  divided  into  ten 
school  districts,  and  each  is  supplied  with  a  well  arranged  house, 
some  being  of  the  most  modem  style  of  architecture. 

Of  the  early  school  histor}'  of  Peru  and  Erie  Townships  but 
little  can  be  said.  The  residents  of  the  former  for  many  years 
availed  themselves  of  the  priviK  irc  afforded  by  the  town  of  Peru, 
which  was  for  many  years  a  part  of  the  Township  system,  and  in 
consequence  but  litde  was  done  outside  of  what  is  now  the  city. 
There  are  at  present  school  houses  in  th^  Township.  In  Erie 
Township  seventeen  years  had  elapsed  after  the  coming  of  the  first 
white  man,  in  ib27,  before  a  school  was  organized.  This  was  not 
due  however,  to  lack  of  zeal  in  educational  matters,  but  for  want 
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of  a  suliicicnt  number  o£  settlers  to  organize  and  support  a  school^ 
and,  in  consequence,  there  was  no  school  taught  until  the  winter  of 
1844.  There  were  at  this  time  two  houses  built,  one  on  the  Phila. 
baum  and  the  other  on  the  Peer  farm.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
school  from  the  date  of  their  inception  was  largely  due  to  the  in- 
fluence of  Pheobe  Cox,  Robert  Taylor  and  James  Corwin,  who 
were  pioneer  teachers  of  the  Township.  In  school  enumeration,  as. 
well  as  area,  the  Township  is  the  smallest  in  the  County,  and  em> 
ploys  but  fi\  I-  teachers. 

Butler  Township  has  eleven  school  districts  and  employs  twelve 
teachers.  The  Santa  Fe  school  is  what  is  known  as  a  district 
graded  school  and  consists  of  two  departments.  The  development 
of  the  schools  into  their  present  excellent  condition  speaks  well  for 
the  citizens  of  the  Township,  who  have  been  zealous  in  the 
cause  of  education  since  the  opening  of  the  first  school.  This  was 
in  the  winter  of  t8|2  13,  in  a  house  that  stood  on  what  was  known 
as  the  J.  Lon^r  farm.  It  is  uncertain  as  to  who  was  the  tirst  teacher. 
The  year  following  a  house  was  erected  near  the  present  site  of 
the  Cla3rton  cemetery.  This  was  a  very  rudely  constructed  cabin, 
16x16  feet.  Jacob  Elliott  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  to  teach  in 
this  building.  The  school  was  made  up  of  about  an  equal  number 
of  Caucasians  and  Indians,  there  being  six  of  the  former  and  eight 
of  the  latter.  The  patrons  of  this  school  were  the  Votaws,  SuUi- 
vans,  Millers,  Claytons,  and  prominent  among  the  Indian  pupils 
were  the  children  of  Pymyotimah,  a  Miami  Indian,  who  was  con- 
spicuous among  hb  tribe  for  the  interest  he  manifested  in  educa- 
tion, Elliott  was  probably  succeeded  as  teadier  by  Margaret 
Mackey,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  teacher  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability.  John  Rowman  was  also  a  pioneer  teacher  of  the  township. 
The  Bradley  school  house,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township,  on 
the  Wabash  river,  and  the  one  on  the  land  of  John  Miller,  were 
also  constructed  at  an  early  day.  Among  those  who  wielded  the 
birchen  rod  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  early  settlers  of  the 
Township  may  be  mentioned  the  name  of  Lewis  Reeves.  Union 
township  was  settled  as  early  as  1835,  the  number  of  inhabitants  at 
the  close  of  the  3-ear  being  four.  These  were  soon  joined  by  new 
emigrants,  and  in  1837  the  township  was  organized.  Churches 
were  soon  built,  and  in  the  winter  of  1838  that  most  important  foc- 
tor  in  Ae  civilization  of  every  communit}' — education — began 
to  receive  attention,  and  a  school  house  was  accordinj^ly 
erected  on  the  land  erected  of  John  I'laster.  It  was  the  same 
characteristic  log  house,  with  stick  chimney,  puncheon  floor,  paper 
windows  that  was  provided  for  all  the  primitive  schools.  Mahala 
Scott  was  thought  to  be  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  teacher 
and  was  at  once  put  in  charge  of  the  school.  In  literary  attain- 
ments she  was  probably  not  equal  to  the  requirements  of  the  most 
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fastidious,  ^'et  she  was  endowed  by  nature  with  ^ood  common 
sense,  a  qualilicalion  fountl  wanting  in  man}'  of  the  colle^^e  bred  of 
to-day.  The  following  year,  1839,  more  houses  were  built, 
one  on  the  £ann  of  Mr.  Kiplinger  and  the  other  near  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Cross.  Other  houses  were  built  as  soon  as  thcv  became 
necessary  ,  until  there  are  now  six  houses  in  the  township,  which 
includes  a  township  graded  school  building  at  Perrysburg. 

Probably  to  Robert  Watson  is  due  the  credit  of  establish- 
ing the  first  school  in  Richland  township.  The  house  was  built 
upon  the  land  of  said  Watson  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  in  the 
winter  of  the  same  year  he  began  teaching.  It  had  been  but 
two  years  since  the  first  settler  had  erected  his  pioneer  mansion 
within  the  limits  of  the  township,  and  consequently  in  so  short 
a  time  but  few  others  had  come.  There  were  not  to  exceed 
ten  enrolled  during  the  term,  and  these  represented  nearly  every 
family  of  the  township  at  that  time.  The  house  was  also  used 
h\  the  Methodists  as  a  place  of  worship.  The  church  w^as 
always  given  the  right-of-w'ay  when  appointments  conflicted,  for 
the  reason  any  other  course  would  have  been  considered  sacri- 
legious in  those  days.  The  same  year  a  house  was  built  on  the 
farm  of  M.  Martindale,  and  in  the  winter  of  1838-39  the  first 
term  of  school  opened  by  M.  Martindale.  Jr.  This  was  followed  , 
by  the  erection  of  a  diminutive  structure  on  the  farm  of  R.  C. 
Harrison,  which  wiis  used  for  school  purposes  for  several  years. 
A  house  was  built  near  Chili  early  in  the  forties.^  There  are 
at  present  ten  district  school  buildings  and  one  toWnship  or  dis- 
trict graded  school  building,  making  a  total  of  eleven,  requiring 
the  services  of  twelve  teachers.  The  school  history  of  Perry 
Township  begins  with  the  winter  of  1836-37.  During  said  winter 
two  buildings  were  erected,  one  on  the  land  of  Benjamin  Landis, 
and  the  otiier  three  miles  northwest  of  Gilead.  The  schools 
were  attended  hy  die  children  living  m  a  radius  of  three  and 
four  miles  and  included  nearly  all  settlers  in  the  township  at 
that  time.  The  best  informed  now  livinjr  differ  as  to  who  was 
the  first  teacher.  Prior  to  1840  there  w'as  a  building  erected 
near  the  present  site  of  Gilead  in  which  Samuel  L.  Thomas  is  said 
to  have  tanght  the  first  school  Hiram  Butler  taught  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  township  about  the  same  time.  These  were 
followed  by  the  location  of  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  town- 
ship. In  the  southwest  part,  at  what  was  known  as  Paddytown, 
James  Potter  taught  at  an  earlv  day,  John  Gaerte  taught  in  a 
log  house  that  stood  on  the  land  of  Jacob  Hoffman.  In  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township,  a  log  house  was  erected  on  the 
land  of  Joseph  Grogg.  Others  who  belong  to  the  catalogue  of 
pioneer  teachers  of  the  township,  were  Peter  Smith,  Alvin  Dun- 
bar, Valentine  ilobart,  Amanda  Doud,  C.  B.  Ash,  Joel  Crum- 
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packer,  James  Adams  and  John  Whittenberger.  The  township 
is  at  present  divided  into  thirteen  districts  and  employ  fourteen 
teachers. 

/  The  first  school  taught  within  the  present  limits  of  Allen 
Township  was  taught  by  Sarah  Bryant  in  1839,  The  house  in 
which  this  school  was  taught  stood  near  the  residence  of  Ma- 
thias  CarvcN',  and  had  previously  been  used  as  a  dwelling.  She 
was  succeed  the  following  year  b^'  Betsy  Bailey.  This  school 
was  patronized  by  the  Harveys,  Baileys,  Carveys,  Bryantsj  Carrs 
and  all  the  early  families  of  that  community.  The  first  school 
house  was  built  in  1840,  on  land  at  that  time  owned  by  Geor<jfe 
Neese.  George  Wilkinson  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  to 
teach  at  the  Neese  school  house.  A  house  was  built  on  the 
land  of  Mr.  Wait,  in  the  east  part  of  the  township,  sometime 
in  the  fifties,  and  another  about  the  same  time  at  Five  Cor- 
ners.   S.  S.  Tracy  taught    at   an   early  day  in  a  house  that 

\,  stood  on  the  Fred.  Heck  farm. )  Joseph  A.  Howard  taught  in 
various  parts  of  the  township,  and  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful of  the  early  teachers.  In  the  township  there  are  seven 
houses  convenienUy  located,  each  well  supplied  with  furniture 
and  apparatus,  llie  town  of  Macy  is  a  distinct  corporation  for 
.  school  purposes,  and  sustains  a  \\  ell  regulated  ^praded  sdiool  of 
three  departments  of  which  A.  M.  Arnold  is  pnncipal. 

Sprflino-  Schools. — In  many  of  the  localities  of  Miami  Coun- 
ty «*spelling  school"  was  the  chief  public  evening  entertainment 
for  many  years.  Both  young  and  old  look  forward  to  the  next 
8peIling-.scnool  with  as  much  anticipation  and  anxiety  as  the 
people  n  iw  look  forward  to  a  general  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion, and  when  the  time  arrived  the  people  for  many  miles 
around  would  flock  together  to  witness  the  combat  of  the  learn- 
ed individuals.  If  there  was  good  sleighing  the  young  folks 
would  turn  out.  The  wagon  box  would  be  placed  on  the  **bob- 
sled,**  and  with  sufficient  hay  to  secure  a  soft  seat,  the  young 
"fellers"  with  the  "gals'*  were  off  in  great  glee. 

When  the  appointed  hoiir  arrived  the  battle  was  com- 
menced bv  two  of  about  equal  attainments  bv  "choosing 
up."  The  captains  would  then  decide  who  should  have  tirst 
dioice  b}  guessing  at  the  number  of  a  page  of  a  book  which 
the  teacher  held  partly  open  before  them.  When  this  was  de- 
cided each  would  choose  alternately,  always  selecting  the  best 
speller,  and  the  ultimate  strength  of  the  respective  .sidei*  would  be 
about  equal.  There  were  man}'  methods  of  testing  the  relative 
strength  of  the  opposing  parties.  One  of  the  most  popular  in 
many  sections  of  the  county  was  for  the  captains  to  open  the  con- 
tests. They  would  spell  the  words  alternately  until  a  word  was 
missed — ^the  person  missing  was  required  to  take  his  seat,  and 
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the  first  chosen  on  the  side  of  the  defeated  captain  would  be 
the  next  combatant,  and  so  on  until  one  side  was  defeated.  It 
would  oocasiooally  happen  that  two  or  three  good  spellers  would 
retain  the  floor  so  long  that  the  exercises  would  become  mon- 
otonous, when  a  few  difficult  words  taken  from  the  dictionary 
would  break  the  monotony.  A  few  minutes  intermission  which 
was  usually  given  was  a  time  for  all  amusements  common  to 
the  neighborhood,  and  was  participated  in  by  all  present.  While 
tills  method  of  teaching  would  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
modem  pedagogue  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  much  good  resulted. 

County  ScmiiKiry. — Tiie  old  constitution  of  the  State  provided 
that  all  fines  for  the  breach  of  the  penal  law  and  all  commutations 
for  military  service  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  county  semi- 
naries. Under  the  operation  of  this  provision  of  the  constitution 
money  began  to  accummulate  at  once.  Upon  the  organization  of 
a  county,  a  trustee,  whose  duty  it  was  to  properly  invest  the 
money,  was  appointed  bv  the  13f)ard  of  Commissioners.  The*  first 
to  act  in  that  capacity  in  Miami  County  was  Wm.  N.  Hood,  the 
proprietor  of  the  town  of  Peru.  Others  who  acted  in  that  capacity, 
prior  to  1845  were  Daniel  Bearss,  Eli  Pugh,  William  Cole,  E.  P. 
Loveland,  Albert  Cole,  I.  R.  LfConard  and  G.  W.  Goodrich.  The 
•  accumulation  of  the  fund  was  necessarily  slow,  and  the  growing  , 
demand  for  a  school  in  wliich  other  than  the  rudiments  of  the  ele- 
mentary branches  might  be  taught  was  so  widely  felt  that  private 
donations  to  the  fund  were  solicted.  The  citizens  of  Peru  donated 
in  money,  notes  and  building  material  $211.93.  The  people  of 
Mexico,  desirous  of  securing  the  location  of  a  seminary,  donated 
real  estate  and  building  material  to  the  value  of  $i,ooa  The  fund 
in  1843  aggregated  about  $1,700. 

In  consideration  of  the  donation  made  by  the.  people  of  Mexico 
and  vicinity,  the  site  was  selected  at  said  place  and  the  contract  for 
tiie  erecticm  of  a  brick  budding,  35x45  feet,  two  stories  high,  was 
sold  at  public  outcry.  There  was  no  halt  in  the  work  until  the 
first  story  was  completed,  when  the  donors  failing  to  furnish  the 
material  promised,  work  was  suspended.  The  money  that  had 
been  invested  was  lost  and  whatever  of  the  fund  was  on  hand  was 
merged  into  the  common  school  fund  luider  the  provisions  of  the 
new  constitution.  *^ 

Tile  Origin  of  tks  Congressional  Tovmshif  Fund  of  Miami 
County. — The  congressional  township  fund  originated  from  the  sale 
of  one  section  of  land  in  each  congressional  township.  This  section, 
usuallv  the  i6th,  was  set  apart  by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  fimd  which  might  be  utilized  without  tlelay.  Miami 
county  nad  ten  of  these  sections,  the  sale  and  rent  of  which  was 
managed  by  the  School  Commissioners;  later  by  the  County  Audi- 
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tor  and  Township  Trustees.  The  foUowing  statement  wiD  show 
the  origin  of  the  fund  in  this  county: 

No.  Amount 

Townithip.        Uaoge.            Bm>  Acrw.  K<<o«>iT(>d. 

27  4  16  040  13,192.60 
:»7  6  16  640  6,400.00 
88             6             16  84S  4,100.80 

28  4             16  689  8,531.87 

29  5  16  640  2,729.80 
29  4  16  640  2,056.30 
26  4  16  640  1,820.00 
26  6  16  643  2,370.60 
25  4  16  G:U  3.421.98 
25               6               16  049  2,758.54 


Total  6,806  $27,781.99 


Normals  and  Institutes. — ^During  the  summer  of  each  year 
there  is  held,  under  the  management  of  the  County  Superin- 
tendent, a  Normal  Institute.  The  usual  lenjLjth  of  the  term  is 
about  six  weeks,  and  the  attendance  varies  from  seveniv-tive  to 
one  hundred.  The  attendants  are,  as  a  rule,  the  young  and  in- 
experienced teachers  or  those  preparing  to  teach,  who,  as  a  re- 
sult, become  lietter  acquainted  with  the  plans  of  the  County 
Superintendent,  learn  more  of  the  practical  part  of  their  work, 
increase  their  ability  to  organizi*  their  schools  and  utilize  their 
acquired  knowledge.  These  normals  are  not  without  their  so- 
daJs  features,  which  afford  an  opportunity  for  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance among  teachers  of  the  county,  thereby  rendering  uni- 
formity of  work  possible.  The  lirst  institute  was  held  in  the 
summer  of  1886,  under  an  act  of  1865,  which  provided  for  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $50  to  defra\-  necessary  expenses.  There 
were  about  thirty -live  teachers  in  attendance,  and  although  there 
were  no  regular  instructors — each  teacher  acting  in  that  capac- 
ity— the  institute  was  an  acknowledged  a  success.  Since  that 
time  institutes  have  been  held  annually,  and  with  fee  of  $1.00 
(which  each  teacher  voluntarly  pays),  the  fund  is  sufficiently 
lar<(e  to  warrant  the  emplovnient  of  instructors  of  experience  and 
ability.  Tlie  last  institute,  which  was  held  in  August,  1886, 
was  attended  by  116  teachers.  Institutes  were  given  by  Profo. 
W.  W.  Parson.  President  of  the  State  Normal;  H.  B.  Brown, 
President  of  the  Northern  Indiana  Nor  mid,  and  R.  I.  Hamilton, 
of  Madison,  in   all  the  branches  appertaining  to  school  work. 

The  present  method  of  teachers  examining  teachers  was 
adopted  early  in  the  fifties.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  as 
it  then  existed,  three  persons  were  appointed  to  perform  that 
duty.  These  examinations  were  conducted  in  an  informal  man- 
ner, usually  oral,  and  were  in  no  way  a  test  of  the  qualitica- 
tions  of  the  applicant.  In  1861,  the  law  was  amended,  providing 
for  the  performance  of  the  duty  by  one  examiner  instead  of  three. 
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as  before.  This  change  had  little  effect,  however,  in  increasing  the 
usefulness  of  the  office;  and  it  was  not  until  the  creation  of  the  of- 
fice of  County  Superintendent,  in  March,  1873,  school  of- 
ficers of  the  county  was  given  the  general  management  of  the  school 
work.  This  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch  in  the  school 
history  of  Indiana.  The  advancement  in  educational  affairs  since 
the  creation  of  this  ofHce  has  been  truly  wonderful,  and  to  no  other 
influence  may  be  attributed  the  growth  and  efficiency  of  the  district 
schools  of  the  State.  Among  those  who  held  the  office  of  examin- 
er were  H.  H.  Miller,  G.  I.  Reed,  and  Prof.  Dunham.  The  first 
regularly  appointed  to  fill  the  position  of  County  Superintendent 
was  W.  Steele  Ewing,  who  was  twice  re-elected,  serving  in  iUl  si.x 
years.  N.  W.  Trissal  became  the  successor  oi  Mr.  Ewing,  and 
after  serving  one  term  was  succeeded  June,  z88i,  by  W.  C.  Baily, 
at  present  a  member  of  the  Peru  bar. '  He  was  a  practical  teacher, 
and  his  experience  of  several  years  was  proved  to  be  one  of  his  most 
essential  qualifications  and  aided  him  much  in  the  administration  of 
his  oliice.  Mr.  Baily  carried  into  effect  tlie  plans  introduced  by  liis 
predecessors,  besides  adopting  better  plans  and  introducing  many 
new  methods.  In  fact,  an  impetus  was  given  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, which  has  been  followed  by  fruitful  results.  The  present  in- 
cumbent, A.  J.  Dipboye,  who  succeeded  to  the  office  in  18S5,  is 
a  man  of  more  than  scholastic  attainments,  besides  having  had 
much  e.xperience  in  school  work.  He  is  a  man  of  indomitable 
energy,  and  during  his  incumbency  created  much  enthusiasm  in 
school  work.  A  manual,  which  was  issued  by  the  County  Su- 
perintendent in  1885,  shows  that  the  work  of  the  district  schools 
has  been  divided  into  a  primary,  grammar  and  graduation  dWi- 
sions  or  five  district  grades.  The  time  fi.xed  for  the  completion 
of  the  course  is  eight  years,  and  those  completing  are  presented 
with  a  certificate  of  graduation.  The  commencement  or  graduat- 
ing exercise  is  held  at  some  central  point  in  the  towiuhip,  to 
which  the  people  are  invited  to  attend.  The  exercise  consists 
of  either  an  original  essay  or  oration  from  each  of  the  candi- 
dates for  graduation.  This  brings  prominently  before  the  peo- 
ple the  results  of  the  pupil's  work  and  has  done  much  to  popu- 
larize the  system. 
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CHAPTER  VU 

BT  FRANK  FKTTER. 

Peru  Thiv  Originat.  Owner.s — Laying  Out  of  the  Town — - 
MiAMisi'ORT — Sali:  of  Lots — Early  Business — Naviga- 
tion OF  THE  Wabash — The  Canal — Early  Families — 
Incorporation — Additions — Fire  Department — Water 
Works — ^Newspapers — Phurchbs — Secret  Societies — 
LiTERtXRY  Societies  and  Libraries — ^Banks — ^Manufac- 
turing Enterprises. 

THE  history  of  Peru  is  all  within  the  lifetime  of  living  men. 
No  Indian  Bancroft  has  handed  down  to  us  an  older  record; 
no  Indian  Byron  has  touched  with  poetic  associations  the  woods  and 
hills  around.  It  may  be  said  to  begin  with  the  treaty  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississincwa  river,  Oct.  23,  1826,  between  the  United  States 
unci  the  Miami  Indians.  By  this  much  land  was  transferred  to  the 
goverament,  but  large  tracts  were  reserved  to  the  influential  chiefo. 
in  tliis  way  the  section  on  which  the  original  plat  of  Peru  \\  as  laid 
passed  from  the  common  ownership  of  the  tribe  to  John  B.  Richard- 
ville,  one  of  the  chiefs.  The  next  year,  AuL,nist  18,  1827,  a  deed 
was  made  by  Richardville  and  his  wife  Penie-se-quah,  conveying 
this  section  to  Joseph  Holman  for  $500,  and  there  is  a  half  tradition 
that  this  was  not  aU  cash  but  a  thrifty  trade  was  worked  in  on  the 
bargain.  This  conveyance  was  approved  by  John  Quincy  Adams, 
March  3,  1828.  This  land  is  now  probably  worth  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars.  Thus  began  the  boom  in  Peru  real  estate.  Jan.  7, 
i82p,  Holman  sold  210  acres  of  the  east  end  of  his  640  acres  to 
Wm.  N.  Hood  for  just  what  he  had  paid  for  the  whole.  Before 
ever  the  transfer  to  Holman  was  made,  John  McGregor  had  in  Feb. 
1827,  located  in  the  western  part  of  what  are  now  the  limits  of 
Peru,  and  is  considered  to  be  the  Hrst  settler  within  those  limits. 
Joseph  Holman  laid  out  at  that  place  March  12,  1829,  the  town  of 
Miamisport,  David  Burr  being  the  surveyor,  and  the  plat  was  re- 
corded in  Cass  County,  of  Mmich  this  was  a  part,  July  15,  1830. 
This  town  of  Miamisport  and  the  later  town  of  Peru,  were  platted 
regardless  of  meridian  lines  and  in  conformit}  with  the  course  of 
the  river  at  that  point,  being  nearly  the  same  trend  in  both  towns. 
At  the  founding  of  Miamisport,  the  canal  which  even  then,  eight 
.  years  before  it  was  completed  to  this  point,  was  looked  forward  to 
as  the  great  future  thoroughfare,  was  counted  on  'and  planned  for 
accordingly.  The  lots  were  laid  out  lar^c  and  a  market  and 
public  square  provided  for.  The  site  of  the  town  is  now  in- 
cluded by  about  the  following  boundaries  in  Peru:     On  the 
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south,  the  river;  on 'the  east,  Lafayette  street:  on  the  north. 
Main;  on  the  west,  Holman.  The  little  .village  grew  and  pros* 
pered,  and  with  the  hopes  of  youth,  looked  forward  to  becom- 
ing the  capital  of  the  county,  which  was  soon  to  be  separately 

organized.  Its  business  and  population  increased  and  Peru  was 
still  among  the  things  not  yet,  perhaps  not  thought  of.  A  tan- 
nery was  built  by  Andrew  Marquiss.  G.  W.  Holman  run  a 
boot  and  shoe  store;  tavern  was  kept  by  John  McGregor.  The 
licenses  granted  the  first  few  meetings  of  the  first  commission- 
ers which  probably  represent  the  businesses — already  settled  there 
in  1834,  are  to  Louis  Drouillard,  to  keep  a  grocery  and  also  a 
ferry;  Nathaniel  McGuire.  grocery;  Wm.  Thompson,  grocery; 
James  T.  Listen,  tavern;  Patrick  Murphy,  tavern.  In  addition 
to  these  may  be  added  the  names  of  such  early  settlers  as  Ben- 
jamin H.  Scott,  tirst  Coimty  Clerk;  Wm.  M.  Reybum,  first 
County  Agent;  Abner  Overman,  Hrst  County  Treasurer;  Geo. 
W.  Holman,  Wm.  N.  Hood,  Zachariah  Pendleton  and  Walter  D. 
Nesbit.  While  Miamisport's  hopes  were  thus  rising  there  sprang 
up  a  rivalry  between  the  two  probabhr  most  influential  men  in 
the  community  at  that  time,  Joseph  Holman  and  Wm.  N.  Hood. 
The  former,  the  proprietor  of  Miamisport,  had  been  in  the  Legisla- 
ture from  the  district  composed  of  Allen  and  Cass,  while  this  was 
a  part  of  Cass  County;  the  latter,  two  years  later,  1836,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  the  rirst  man  who  represented 
tiltt  county  after  it  was  made  a  separate  Legislative  district.  The 
contest  was  this:  Hood  determined  to  found  in  the  unbroken  woods 
on  his  land  east  of  Miamisport,  a  town  which  should  dispute  with 
that  village  the  prize  of  the  county  seat.  Holman  was  indignant 
and  personal  and  violent  words  were  passed,  and  it  must  have  been  ^  * 
for  a  time  the  absorbing  topic  in  that  little  conununity.  Vigorous 
measures  were  necessary  to  within  a  few  months,  make  a  forest 
outstrip  a  flourishing  village  of  five  years  growth.  But  destiny  was 
with  Peru.  Hood  had  the  town  surveyed  some  time  in  the  spring 
of  1834,  by  Stevens  Fisher,  then  an  engineer  on  the  canal.  An  old 
document  in  our  possession  says: 

**When  Peru  was  laid  out  the  site  was  entirely  covered  with 
heavy  timber  and  a  thick,  impenetrable  growth  of  underbrush. 
Not  a  rod  square  was  cleared.  I  have  frequently  heard  Mr. 
Fisher  sav  that  the  men  had  to  precede  him  and  clear  away  the 
underbrush  so  he  could  get  a  sight  through  his  instrument," 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  a  special  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, January  2,  1834,  which  organized  this  county,  met  June 
3rd  at  the  house  of  John  McGregor.  To  secure  the  location  of 
the  county  seat,  the  proprietor  of  Peru  executed  to  the  Com- 
missioners on  that  date,  a  bond  offering  inducements,  of  which 
the  following  are  certainly  part  and  probably  all:    He  donated 


Digitized  by  Google 


3^ 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


the  public  square  mid  agreed  to  erect  upon  it  a  brick  court 
house  and  a  log  jail,  to  donate  a  lot  to  each  of  the  congrega- 
tions, Methodist  and  Presbyterian,  and  to  give  $125,  probably 

for  a  town  library.  These  promises  were  all  fulfilled.  He  en- 
listed the  friendship  of  the  merchants  then  in  Miamisport  by 
donatintr  to  them  business  lots  or  selling  them  for  a  nominal 
sum.  Some  of  the  best  lots  on  Broadway  were  sold  for  ^[^50. 
These  liberal  and  energetic  measures,  accomplished  their  purpose, 
and  though  the  commissioners  continued  to  meet  in  Afiamisport  until 
May  1835,  its  hopes  of  greatness  had  departed.  June  9, 1841,  it  was 
vacated  by  the  County  Commissioners  b}'  request  of  those  interested 
and  has  became  the  county  seat  only  by  the  limits  of  Peru 
growing  beyond  and  including  it.  In  July,  1834,  taking  advaiuage 
of  the  crowd  attracted  by  Sie  letting  of  the  work  on  a  portion 
of  the  canal,  the  first  sale  of  lots  is  believed  to  have  taken  place. 
This  fact  can  not  be  ascertained  from  the  records,  nor  the  names  of 
the  tirst  purchasers,  the  deeds,  whatever  they  were  being  among 
the  burned  records  of  the  court  house  lire  of  1H43.  The  sale  is 
believed  to  have  been  saUsfactory,  the  lots  bringing  the  best  price 
being  those  near  the  canal,  on  accoimt  of  the  advantages  which 
were  hoped  to  be,  and  were  afterwards  gained  by  its  nearness. 
The  same  month  Hood  enlisted  additional  influence  for  his  town. 
July  26th  he  transferred  to  Richard  L.  Hritton  a  third  interest  in  the 
original  plat  for  $3,000,  and  July  28lh  to  Jesse  L.  Williams  another 
third  interest  for,  as  stated  in  the  deed,  the  same  amount,  which 
deeds  are  among  the  restored  records  of  this  county.  The  former, 
who  is  always  referred  to  by  old  settlers  as  "Dickey  L,"  or  "Old 
Dicky"  had  come,  with  considerable  wealth,  from  Fort  Wa}Tie. 
The  latter,  an  important  fact,  was  civil  engineer  on  the  canal.  A 
feeder  dam  was  to  be  located,  and  it  was  deemed  desirable  for  Peru 
that,  on  occount  of  the  water  power  and  other  advantages,  it 
should  be  located  at  that  point  just  above  Peru.  Williams  became 
a  third  owner  of  the  town.  Tlie  feeder  dam  was  located  there. 
The  best  idt  a  of  Peru  in  earlier  times  can  be  gained  from  descrij> 
tions  of  different  earlv  settlers.  Writes  one:  "When  I  wi-nt  to 
Peru  in  1835,  it  was  a  new  and  a  very  small  village  of  between  one 
and  two  hundred  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  were  laborers  on  the 
canal."  Another  writing  of  the  same  year,  says:  **I  looked 
around  and  what  did  I  behold  ?  A  living  forest,  with  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  log  shanties,  and  some  eight  or  ten  rather  respectable 
houses.  The  village  was  lilled  w  ith  people  working  on  the  Wabiish 
and  Erie  canal,  from  different  States."  Another,  describing  Peru 
as  it  was  in  the  fall  of  1837:  **Peru  was  new  and  small,  relied 
trees  lay  scattered  over  much  of  the  place;  all  of  the  buildings  of 
the  town  wei  e  then  situated  on  and  between  Canal  and  Fifth  streets, 
and  on  and  between  Broadway  and  Cass,  except  on  Fifth  street  west 
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of  Cass  sirccl,  iliree  dwellings;  and  on  Fifth  street  east  of  Wabash 
street,  two  dwellings;  on  Fourth  street  east  of  Wabash  street,  one 
dwelling;  on  Canal  street  east  of  Broadway,  one  dwelling.  On  the 
east  side  of  Broadway,  including  the  old  court  house  and  the  j  iil 

were  just  hve  buildiiii:^s:  on  the  corner  of  Broa(hva\'  and  Canal 
streets, one;  the  corner  of  liroadway  and  Si'cond,  one;  and  on  Hroad- 
way  between  Third  and  Main,  one.  Outside  of  these  all  was  the 
dense  primeval*  forest,  except  on  the  west  were  some  cultivated 
fields." 

The  canal  trade,  tJ  settlers'  needs  and  the  Indian  traffic 
attracted  to  this  place,  described  bv  ihose  witnesses,  as  so  wild  and 
roui^h.  a  swarm  of  enterprising  nicrchants.  FolIoNNing  the  license 
mentioned  above  as  granted  by  the  first  Conmiissioners'  Court,  come 
rapidly  a  number,  nearly  all  of  which,  probably,  are  for  Peru.  They 
are  all  for  a  year  from  the  date  given;  C.  R.  Tracey  &  Co.,  grocery, 
Oct.  I,  1834;  ^  Cranor,  .same;  John  Prescott,  same;  Bearss  & 
&  Cole,  merchandise,  Oct.  3rd;  Pike  &  Co.,  same:  J.  Evans  &  Co., 
merchandise,  Nov.  4th:  Alex.  Wilson,  merchandise,  Dec.  ist, 
I.  Y.  Sanger  &  Co.,  merchandise,  March  3d,  1835;  James 
B.  Fulwiler,  same;  Ezekial  Cooper,  tavern,  Alarch  3d;  and 
so  they  came.  The  names  of  many  others  who  either  in  these 
first  years,  or  soon  afterwards,  engaged  in  business  in  Peru,  have 
been  preserved,  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  them  all.  The  methods 
of  doinL^  biKsiness  differed  widely  from  the  present.  The\'  generally 
bou|jht  on  long  time  and  sold  the  same  way,  every  one  in  the  com- 
mUni^  counting  the  date  of  the  Indian  pa3rment  as  the  time  of  set- 
tling accounts.  Before  the  canal  was  built,  goods  were  hrought 
here  with  much  expense  and  trouhle.  One  route,  for  instance, 
when  tlie  i^^oods  were  bought  east,  was,  bv  Lake  to  Toledo,  bv 
pirogues  (boats  pushed  by  men  who  walked  from  the  front  to  the 
back  of  them,  pushing  with  long  poles^  up  tiie  Maumee  River  to 
Fort  Wayne,  then  by  v\  agon  over  primitiye  roads  to  the  destination. 
When  J.  B.  Fulwiler  brought  from  Leesburg,  O.,  to  Peru,  the  goods 
with  which  he  stocked  the  store  he  named  the  *<  Emporium,"  he  had 
five  five-horse  wagons,  and  one  si.x-horse  wagon.  Some  hopes  were 
raised  of  the  possibility  of  steamboat  navigation  up  to  this  point  on 
the  Wabash.  They  were  occasioned  by  the  arrival  one  day  in 
June,  1835,  unexpected,  of  the  little  8teamlx>at  Science.  The  water 
was  high,  but  already  falling,  and  having  thrown  the  whole  com- 
munity into  excitement,  it  steamed  rapidly  down  the  stream.  The 
next  spring  the  Tecumseh  also  reached  this  place  loaded  with  goods 
from  Cincinnati  for  the  merchants.  These  experiments  have  never 
since  been  successfully  repeated.  The  canal  was  pushed  through 
very  soon  after  the  town  was  buHt,  and  it  opened  up  a  thoroughfare 
for  comparatively  cheap,  easy  and  rapid  transportation.  The  4th  of 
July,  1837,  was  the  date  announced,  and  the  town  was  filled  with 


uiyui.ie<j  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


people  trom  the  suiTounding  country,  come  to  see  the  wonderful 
sight.  The  boat  « Indiana "  reached  th6  lock  above,  but  dh  ac> 
count  of  the  escaping  water,  was  unable  to  get  to  Peru.  The  pas- 
sengers walked  down,  and  joined  by  the  citizens  at  the  Stag  Hotel, 
kept  by  Mr.  Cooper,  had  a  jolly  time.  The  canal  continued  until 
1854,  principal,  until  1875,  ^  important  means  of  transporta- 
tion. 

The  friendless  traveler  could  get  food  and  shelter  of  almost  any 
of  the  hospitable  settlers,  but  of  regular  taverns,  the  one  just  men- 
tioned, was  one  of  the  first.  The  Stai;  Hotel,  or  Buck  Tavern, 
was  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Canal  streets.  It  was 
named  from  the  decorations  hung  on  it  by  successful  hunters.  It 
was  kept  by  Durgan  &  Cox,  and  by  Cooper,  son-in-law  of  the  for- 
mer, for  several  years.  •  Luscious  venison  steaks  from  that  animal 
which  gave  the  tavern  its  name,  may  have  occasionally  graced  the 
board,  but  we  have  the  testimony  of  one  who  boarded  at  the  famous 
hostelry,  that  the  bill  of  fare  consisted  of  "  hard  bread  and  stale  but- 
ter, with  an  old  potato  and  an  egg,  sometimes  rotten."  Patrick 
Murphy,  who  was  licensed  to  keep  tavern,  September  3, 1834, 
located  a  little  to  the  west  of  this  hotel,  H.  A.  Tarkington,  a  local 
Methodist  preacher,  blended  the  duties  of  minister  and  host  in  a 
tavern,  about  where  the  Episcopal  church  now  stands.  Hugh 
Peoples,  in  whose  house  the  September  term  of  Court  was  held  in 
1835,  was  near  the  comer  of  Cass  and  Second  streets.  James 
Ennis,  C.  Price  and  others  are  among  the  names  of  early  **  mine 
hosts." 

77/f  Peru  Collcg-iatc  Institute^  a  bright  promise  of  the  early 
days  of  the  town,  was  chartered  by  the  Legislature.  Rev.  Samuel 
Newbury  and  Rev.  John  Stocker  and  wife,  were  the  teachers  from 
1836  to  1839.  The  school  was  attended  by  nemiy  aH  ttie  children 
of  the  community^  Two  papers  containing  the  names  of  scholars 
enrolled  in  183918  in  eaatence  still,  worn  and  yellow,  and  the  fol> 
lowing  familiar  names  appear  on  them:  J.  Omer  Cole,  Georire 
Rettig,  Caroline  Zerne,  George  R.  Barse,  Jesse  Zt'nu\  David 
Hood,  Joseph  Reyburn.  The  college  failed  for  lack  of  backing 
and  is  one  of  the  thinfi»  which  will  continue  to  be  regretted. 

The  history  of  Fern,  as  a  town  corporation,  begins  about 
eight  years  after  the  town  was  platted.  March  26th,  1842,  a 
mass  meeting  of  the  voters  was  held,  and  Joseph  L.  Reyburn 
elected  president  and  James  DeFrees,  clerk,  of  the  meeting. 
These  two  officers  divided  the  town  into  five  districts  by  north 
and  south  alleys,  and  the  meeting  elected  one  trustee  for  each 
di>ti  ii.  t  in  the  order  named:  John  Lowe,  Samuel  Glass,  J.  L. 
Reyburn,  John  Coulter  and  Isaac  Robertson.  The  trustees  at 
their  first  meeting  made  permanent  the  president  and  clerk  of 
the  mass  meeting;  at  its  second  meeting  elected  Wm.  R.  Mow- 
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bray,  treasurer;  Samuel  Hurst,  lister,  and  John  H.  Griggs, 
mardiaL    A  number  of  ordinances  were  passed,  then  for  n^iiiy 

a  year  the  board  did  not  meet.  When  it  did  it  was  to  "pro- 
\nde  measures  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  ravages  of  tire," 
whidi  will  be  referred  to  urider  the  head  of  lire  department. 
The  board  met  once  more,  May  8th,  1843,  and  elected  John 
Low  its  second  president,  then  for  nearly  five  years  Peru  gov- 
erned itself.  The  board  never  met  again.  March  ist,  1848,  the 
councilmen  named  in  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  who  were 
Albert  Cole,  Jacob  Fallis,  James  M.  DeFrees.  George  W.  Good- 
ricli,  and  Edward  H.  Bruce,  met  and  elected  Albert  Cole,  May- 
or, Ira  Mendenhall,  Recorder,  and  C.  R.  Tracey,  Treasurer* 
The  first  election  was  held  March  13th,  at  which  Wm.  A.  Mc- 
Gregor was  chosen  Mayor.  For  nearly  two  years  the  legal 
learning,  the  broad  statesmanship  and  the  burning  eloquence  of 
our  city  fathers  boiled  and  seethed  around  the  question  of  hogs, 
to  impound  them  or  let  them  run.  Ordinance  after  ordinance 
was  framed,  but  there  always  seemed  a  crack  through  which  a 
pig  could  crawl.  The  no-hog  party  seems  finally  to  have  con- 
quered. The  total  revenue  the  tirst  year,  March,  1848,  to  March, 
1849,  ^^'^^  $34^-79>  the  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  was  ^^221.17.  The  most  important  question  which 
has  been  continually  before  the  counctl  h  that  of  the  streets. 
The  second  month  of  the  incorporation  a  grade  of  Broad- 
way, by  S.  Coleman,  was  adopted,  and  during  the  next  year 
the  work  was  done  at  a  cost  of  $387.59.  In  185 1,  Broad- 
way was  partly  paved,  and  so  year  after  year  the  improvement 
went  on.  I'lie  city  was  incorporated  by  a  vote  of  the  electors, 
Feb.  25th,  1867 — 350  ayes  and  37  noes.  The  d!ty  was  divided 
into  four  wards.  Major  Orris  Blake  was  the  first  Mayor  or  the 
new  corporation,  elected  at  the  special  election  and  succeeded  by 
Josiah  Farrar,  elected  at  the  first  regular  election.  Peru  has 
been  from  the  first  well  governed.  The  names  of  the  old,  sub- 
stantial citizens  appear  as  councilmen  and  corporation  officers, 
and  they  seemed  to  have  put  the  same  thought  into  it  as  with 
their  pnvate  business.  The  Water  Works  (treated  of  separate- 
ly) was  an  expense  met  by  the  sale  of  city  bonds  which  are  now 
outstanding.  Aside  from  that  the  city  is  free  from  debt  and 
with  excellent  credit.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the 
Mayors:  Under  the  town  the  term  was  for  one  year;  imder  the 
dty,  two  years.  The  date  given  is  that  of  the  election.  Under 
first  incoiportion :  Joseph  L:  Reyburn,  March  26,  1842:  John 
Low,  May  8,  1843;  they  were  called  presidents  of  the  board. 
Under  the  new  incorporation:  Albert  Cole,  March  i,  1848; 
Wm.  A.  McGregor,  March  13,  1848;  N.  O.  Ross,  '49,  D.  C. 
0r>den,  '50;  Samuel  Coulter,  '51;  D.  C.  Dryden,  '52;  N.  O, 
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Ross,  *53;  Jno.  A.  Beal,  '54  and  '55;  E.  T.  Dicky,  '56:  Chan- 
dler C.  Moore,  '57;  E.  T.  Dicky,  '58  and  '59;  Janus  M. 
Browne,  '60,  '61,  *62,  '63;  resigned  Sept.,  1863,  and  E.  T. 
Dickv  filling  balance  of  term;  N.  O.  Ross,  '64:  Alrx.  I^)like. 
'65;  Jesse  Higgins,  '66.  Under  the  city:  Orris  Blake,  March 
to  I^Iay,  '67;  Josiah  Farrar,  '67;  Wm.  A.  McGregor,  '69,  '71, 
'73;  W.  B.  Reyburn  '75,  '77,  '79,  '81,  died  March,  1882:  Jno. 
A.  Graham  '82,  '83'  '85. 

Additions  to  Peru  have  been  steadily  made.    Those  by  the  first 

proprietors  ■  were  made  a  part  of  the  ori<^inal  plai.  Then 

follows  that  which  was  made  by  the  will  of  Frances  Godfroy,  War 
Chief  of  the  Miamis,  who  diea  m  1840.  It  provided  for  the  lay- 
ing out  of  160  acres  of  his  section  of  land  situated  in  the  Five 
Mile  Reserve,  which  extended  from  the  Wabash  to  Eel  river. 
This  quarter  adjoined  the  Richardville  Reserve  on  the 
east.  It  was  to  be  so  platted  that  the  fractional  lots 
would  supplement  aiul  complete  the  fractions  left  along 
the  se^on  Ime  of  the  original  plat.  This  plat  was  entered  for  rec- 
ord by  Allen  Hamilton,  executor  of  Chief  Godfroy,  in  June,  1840. 
The  north  and  south  streets  named  in  that  plat  are  St.  Claire,  Cal- 
houn, Clav,  Adams  and  Columbia.  The  name  of  Clav  onlv  is  re- 
tained. The  next  addition  was  Ewin<^'s,  east  of  Inroad  way  from 
Sixth  to  Eighth,  in  1845.  Hood's  addition  m  1849,  between  Hood 
and  Lafayette,  Canal  and  Main.  Whistler's  subdivi^on  from  Sixth 
street  north,  between  Miami  and  Broadway,  in  1862.  Sliirk's  ad- 
dition, a  portion  of  the  old  Hood  farm,  on  which  one  of  tlit  fu  st  brick 
houses  in  Peru  was  built,  where  the  old  residence  of  E.  H.  Shirk 
now  stands,  was  made  in  1S63,  i^'om  Hood  to  Lafayette  and  from 
Main  to  Eighth.  Ewing's  partition  addition,  from  Fifth  street  north 
to  Reserve  line,  east  to  Cass,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth,  to  the 
school  grounds  and  the  grounds  north  of  Seventh  to  the  railroad,  in 
1864.  Hi-ownell's  addition,  from  Canal  to  one  tier  of  lots  north  of 
Main  and  from  Holman,  which  was  tht*  west  line  of  Miamisport.  to 
Forest,  was  laid  out  in  1S66.  Shirk's  second  addition  in  1868.  Smith's 
addition,  between  Lafayette  and  Hood,  Eighth  and  the  railroad 
grounds,  was  laid  out  January  8,  1869.  I^uke*s  addition  from  Grant 
to  old  Logansport  road,  and  Seventh  to  railroad  ground  May  5, 1870. 
Smith's  second  addition  east  of  Grant  and  north  of  railroad,  De- 
cember, 1870.  Sterne's  addition,  from  Grant  two  squares  west  and 
Main  to  Seventh,  February,  187 1.  Shirk's  third  addition,  between 
Seventh  and  Eighth,  Fremont  and  Hood,  December,  1871.  Duke's 
second  addition,  west  of  Grant  and  north  of  Boulevard,  June,  1872. 
Smith's  third  addition  from  Canal  street  north  to  railroad,  east  of 
Godfroy \s  section,  1S72.  Runyan's  addition  north  of  Boulevard  to 
Thirteenth  and  between  Runyan  street  on  the  west  and  Fremont  on 
the  east,  June,  1873.    Besides  these  additions  of  territory  platted 
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and  sold,  numerous  sub-divisions  of  out  lots  have  been  made  at 
various  times  as  the  growth  of  the  town  demandeil  additional  build- 
ing lots.  Some  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  in  the  records 
of  sub-divisions  are  Ross  &  Fennimore,  Fallis,  Mendenhall,  G.  W. 
Ewing,  Ross  &  Talbot,  Whistler  &  Mitten.  Brandon,  Shields,  Davis 
and  Shirk,  J.  W.  Ellis,  J.  M.  Brown  and  O.  P.  Webb.  The  sub- 
urban corporations  are  South  Peru  and  Ridgeview,  the  former  hav- 
ing a  population  of  perhaps  two  hundred. 

TAe  PopulaHon  of  Peru  at  different  dates  was  as  fottows: 
In  1850,  1,266;  in  1854,  as  taken  by  the  town,  2,351;  in  i860, 
2.506;  in  1867,  as  taken  by  the  town,  3|237»  in  1870,  3*617;  in 
ibbo,  5,280;  at  jMesent,  7,000. 

The  Fire  Department  had  a  humble  origin,  l^he  tirst  town 
hoard  of  trustees  had  a  special  meeting,  March  25th,  1843,  "to 
provide  measures  to  arrest  the  ravages  of  fire."  The  means 
provided  were,  five  ladders,  twenty-four  feet  long;  five  ditto, 
fourteen  feet  long;  five  roof  ladders,  fifteen  fe«.  i  lonfr;  three  hooks 
with  poles  twenty-two  feet  long.  Alexander  Porter  furnished  the 
lot  for  $52.  These  were  distributed  to  the  different  districts,  and 
were  the  only  fire  apparatus  for  years.  One  of  the  first  acts  of 
the  new  government  organized  1048,  was  to  set  the  Marshal  to 
hunting  this  "fire  department."  After  considerable  search  he 
found  three  long  and  six  shorter  ladders  and  two  hooks.  In 
1856,  a  number  of  incendiary  tires  occasioned  the  appointment 
of  special  pohcemen  who  served  for  a  short  time,  and  of  a  com- 
mittee **to  take  steps  to  secure  a  suitable  fire  engine."  Anoth- 
er committee  was  later  appointed  to  inquire  as  to  tiie  cost  of 
the  best  hooks,  ladders  and  fire  buckets,  and  Jan.  i857»  a  small 
lot  was  ordered,  but  probably  never  obtained.  It  was  not  un- 
til March,  i860,  that  a  petition  presented  by  the  citizens  induc- 
ed the  council  to  send  F.  S.  Hackley,  as  their  agent,  to  Day- 
ton, CinctDnati,  and  Indianapolis,  to  examine  engines  and  appar. 
atus.  In  May,  the  old  hand  fire  engine  was  bought  from  the 
City  of  Indianapolis,  and  in  September  Uie  contract  for  the  en. 
gine  house  was  awarded.  The  cost  of  engine,  hose  and  other 
apparatus  was  about  $2,300,  of  the  engine  house  $1,100.  The 
expense  of  the  fire  department  was  about  $50  to  $75  a  year, 
during  the  next  twelve  years.  The  energetic  citizen  would  grab 
his  hat  at  the  first  alarm  of  fire  and  streak  it  for  the  engine 
house.  Arriving  at  the  conflagration  he  would  give  a  few 
strokes  on  the  levers  of  the  hand  engine,  «^et  knocked  in  the 
head,  his  arm  jerked  out  of  joint,  and  then  reliie  and  tell  the 
fellow  who  took  his  place  how  it  ought  to  be  done,  in  rsuveuiber, 
1872,  an  ordinance  was  passed  to  establish  a  fire  department,  and 
a  new  steam  fire  engine  was  purchased.  Geo.  Crowell  was  the 
first  chief.   The  present  department  is  very  effective.   It  consists 
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of  three  companies  and  Alex.  Appel  is  chief.  The  electric  Hre 
alarm  was  added  about  the  time  of  the  water  works. 

TAe  Water  Works  were  first  agitated  in  187 1  but  public 
sentiment  opposed  them.  In  1876,  Messrs.  Sliirk,  Dukes  &  Co. 
proposed  to  build  works  under  a  franchise,  the  citv  to  rent  fire  pro- 
tection, but  no  action  w  as  taken  on  it.  The  discussion  contiiniin^', 
the  council,  to  test  the  wishes  of  the  people,  ordered  an  t-K  ciion, 
July,  1^77,  at  which  ballots  «*For  Water  Works"  and  "Against 
Water  Works"  were  voted,  resulting  two  to  one  in  favor  of  them. 
The  council  at  once  took  steps  toward  the  work,  in  October,  the 
same  rear,  the  contracts  for  the  different  parts  of  the  work  and 
materials  bein*^'  let  to  a  number  of  different  parties.  The  pmnp 
house  is  situated  on  the  river  near  the  east  end  of  the  city,  corner 
Canal  and  Wayne  streets.  The  ground  contains  nearly  three  scores. 
The  building  is  brick,  handsome  and  modem  in  appearance.  The 
pumping  machinery  consists  of  two  engines,  run  by  steam,  which  have 
a  combined  capacity  of  2)^  million  gallons  per  day.  The  length 
of  pipes  laid  is  nearly  twelve  miles.  There  are  loi  hydrants.  An 
important  feature  in  the  safety,  convenience  and  economy  of  the 
works  is  ttie  reservoir,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  'Wabash 
river  on  the  hill,  a  little  less  than  half  a  mile  from  the  pump  house. 
Most  fortunately  the  elevation  of  this  point,  so  convenient,  is  just 
what  is  needed  to  provide  the  force  found  the  best  means  for  ef- 
fectiveness and  economy,  the  reservoir  being  93  feet  above  the 
pumps.  Five  streams  from  50  to  75  feet  in  height  can  be  thrown 
by  reservoir  pressure  alone. 

The  engines  were  ready  for  operation  March,  1879,  ^"^ 
reservoir  completed  Augu.st  3rd,  the  same  year.  Since  then  thev 
have  been  uninterruptedly  in  operation.  The  enterprise  of  the  city 
has  been  eminently  satisfactory.  The  net  cost  of  construction  was 
$109,549.93.  The  funds  to  met  this  was  mostly  raised  by  the  sale 
of  city  bonds.  The  cost  of  operation  of  the  works  being  from  the 
first  less  than  the  income  the  city  is  already  prepared  to  redeem  a 
portion  of  them,  but  unfortunately,  although  the\-  were  mostly  sold 
at  a  discount,  they  are  now  held  at  par  and  cannot  be  redeemed 
for  some  years.  This,  however,  speaks  well  for  the  credit  of 
the  dty.  la  addition  to  the  net  profits  of  the  operation  of  &e 
works,  the  dty  has  had  full  amoimt  of  fire  protection,  whidi  at  the 
lowest  rates  usually  charged  private  companies,  would  be  about 
$8,000  a  3'ear. 

Until  May,  1S80,  the  works  were  under  the  control  of  a  com- 
mittee of  three  of  the  council.  At  that  time,  under  a  legislative  en- 
actment, a  board  of  Water  Works  Trustees,  consisting  of  James  M. 
Brown,  Andrew  Fa^nacht  and  C.  H.  Brownell,  were  elected,  and 
since  then  this  Board  of  Trustees,  elected  hy  a  direct  vote,  have  had 
control  of  the  worXs. 
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The  Gas  Work>  were  undertaken  by  the  firm  of  H.  E.  and 
C.  F.  Sterne  &  Co.,  the  owners  of  the  woolen  mills  at  that  time. 
Work  was  cominenced  June,  1874,  ^^^y  were  first  ready  for 
lighting  November  !$»  1874.  ^  contract  was  made  witli  the  city 
to  run  25  years  from  date  of  lighting.  Three  and  a  half  miles 
of  *  mains  were  laid.  The  gasometer  has  a  capacity  of  twenty 
thou-sand  feet.  The  amount  of  gas  made  increases  each  year, 
and  last  year  jt  was  about  six  million  feet.  July  27,  1S86,  it  was 
sold  to  the  Peni  Anterican  Gas  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Wm.  Tracy  is  now  superintendent.  Since  taking  the  works  the 
company  has  laid  a  half-mile  of  mains  and  intend  laving  three 
mik  s  more,  bringing  the  gas  to  many  residences  for  which  it 
was  hitherto  not  available. 

The  Electric  Light  was  added  to  the  improvements  of  Peru 

*  October,  1885.  The  Thompson-Houston  Company  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  put  in  a  twenty-five  light  machine  as  a  trial  plant,  operat- 
ing it  with  ]io\ver  furnished  b}'  Miller's  mill.  Julv  i,  1886,  V. 
Q.  Irvine,  of  Crawfordsville,  purchased  the  plant  and  the  ground 
and  building,  where  now  located  on  the  canal  next  to  the  canal 
mill.  He  put  in  an  85-horse-power  engine,  a  1 1 2-horse-power 
boiler,  and  two  nomind  twenty-five  light  dynamos,  with  an  actual 
capadty  of  55  lights.  They  are  now  running  near  their  full  ca- 
pacity, lighting  stores,  the  depot  and  part  of  the  ^streets. 

Kcit'sfapcrs. — The  press  dates  its  existence  in  Peru  from 
1837,  wheiX  an  association  of  citizens  was  formed,  the  press  and 
material  piu-diased  of  the  Richmond  PaUddiunty  and  Samuel 
Pike,  of  Fort  Wayne,  put  in  charge.  From  July  22,  1837,  to 
January,  1839,  it  continued,  and  tiien  followed,  one  aft^r  another, 
and  printed  with  the  same  press  and  materials:  Peru  Gazette^ 
James  li.  Scott  and  Augustus  l^anks,  a  Whig  paper,  July  20,  1839, 
to  April  16,  1842;  Peru  Gazette  Peru  Democrat^  a  double  paper, 
half  Whig  and  hAlf  Democrat,  James  B.  and  John  H.  Scott, 
editors  from  the  last  date  to  October  15,  1842;  the  Cork  Screw, 
humoroifo;'  the  Peru  Observer.  Whig;  the  Peru  Herald,  Demo- 
cratic, and  finally  June  28,  1848,  the  Miami  Coioity  .Sc/// iac/,  tha 
oldest  paper,  still  in  existence  here.  Its  publication  from  tliat  time, 
has  not  Been  uninterrupted,  it  being  continuous  until  1861,  when  it 
suspended  for  about  two  years.   During  this  period  was  pub- 

*  lished  in  1854  for  about  a  month  a  daily  edition,  the  first  daily 
published  here.  Graham  was  succeeded  by  W.  B.  Loughridge, 
he  in  turn  bv  iMcI)o\\Lll.  Loughridge  agam  in  1S67.  The  next 
few  yea;:s  the  changes  of  linn  averaged  nearh'  one  a  vear.  The 
Uai/y  and  } reciiy  TimeSy  started  by  T.  J.  McDoweU  &  Sons,  .1874, 
was  for  a'  time  consolidated  with  the  Sentind  under  the  name 
Times-Seiifincly  then  again  separated  and  continued  for  a  few  years. . 
The  Sentinel  was  run  by  Ewing  &  Maxey,  and  th^r  w€re  suc- 
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ceeded  by  S.  F.  Winter,  who  continued  for  about  three  years. 
For  the  past  six  years  Fulwiler  &  Cole  have  been  the  editors  and 
proprietors.  To  go  back  to  the  time  just  following  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Sentinel,  and  we  begin  with  the  second  printing  press 
ever  brought  here.  Its  products  were  all  W^hig — F'ree  PresSy 
1852;  fVa/xis/i  Olio,  T853;  Republican  Arg^is^  1^54;  Peru  Ae*^vSy 
1855,  all  forerunners  of  the  Peru  Republican,  That  paper,  still 
published,  was  started  by  E.  P.  Loveland  October  ^  1856,  add  un- 
furled above  its  columns  the  motto.  "  Liberty  and  Union,  One  and 
Inseparable,  Now  and  Forever."  wliere  it  remained  until  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war.  Other  proprietors  followed  before  one  of  the 
present  owners  became  interested  in  it  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Reed 
&  Brown,  March,  1868.  After  Mr.  Reed  had  been  for  a  few  years 
alone,  Mr.  Sinks  became  a  partner  in  1873.  His  place  was  taken 
by  W.  W.  Lockwood,  the  firm  being  now  Reed  &  Lockwood. 
Besides  the  pioneer  daily  of  1856,  there  was  published  in  1S74  a 
dailv  edition  of  the  Times.  This  and  a  later  daily  enterprise  failed 
to  lind  suiiicient  support.  In  the  summer  of  1884  the  Daily  Jour- 
nal was  started  by  Crowder  &  Miller,  continued  by  C.  F.  C>owder, 
who  was  joined  by  Ezra  Roe.  Richard  Kilgore  continued  the 
paper,  and  January  I,  1887,  C.  F.  Crowder,  one  of  the  founders, 
and  Wm.  Brenton,  purchased  the  office. 

The  Catholic  Church,  first  in  point  of  members  lo-dav,  was 
first  to  build  a  church  edilice.  The  iirst  services  were  occasionally 
held  by  Priests  who  came  from  Bardstown,  Ky.  Father  Badin  vis- 
ited Peru  from  1834  *o  i^37*  During  this  time,  in  1835,' Ae  ^^^^^ 
church  was  built  on  two  lots,  donated  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
town.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  the  Rev.  John  Corcorass,  on  one 
of  his  visits,  died  after  a  brief  illness  and  is  buried  in  Reyburn's 
graveyard.  Rev.  M.  Ruff,  priest  of  tfie  diocese  of  St  Vincennes, 
visited  Peru  in  1837.  From  1837  to  '42  Father  M.  J.  Clark  wa» 
the  first  resident  pastor,  but  only  for  a  time.  After  him  the  occa- 
sional visits  were  resumed  by  Maurice  St.  Palais,  and  continued  dur- 
ing the  time  from  1842  to  1845.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  Priests 
and  his  territory  embraced-three  States,  from  Vincennes  to  Chicago 
and  Detroit.  He  had  been  ordained  priest  1836,  appointed 
Vicar  General,  Administrator  1848,  Bishop  of  Vincennes  1849 
(now  diocese  of  Indianapolis),  and  died  from  apoplexy  June  28, 
1877,  at  St.  JNIarx  's  of  the  Woods,  near  Terre  Haute,  where  he 
was  attending  commencement.  1846  Father  Fisher,  *48  to  '52 
Father  McDermot,  '52  to  *57  Failier  F.  A.  Carius,  '57  to  '60  Father 
C.  A.  Zucker,  April  15,  i860,  Rev.  Bernard  Force  took  permanent 
charge  of  the  congregation,  building  the  parsonage,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,000,  and  under  him  the  Catholic  cemetery  was  bought  and  con- 
secrated. January  i,  1864,  Rev.  Bernard  Kroeger  succeeded  him. 
Under  him  was  built  the  present  brick  church  in  1865,  at  a  cost  of 
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$2z,ooa  He  was  followed  by  Father  Lamour  Oct.  187 1,  to 
Sept.  8,  1875.  The  first  frame  church,  erected  in  1835  wliich  had 
been  for  years  used  as  the  Catholic  school  house,  burned  during 
his  incumbency  and  was  replaced  by  the  present  brick  building 
at  a  cost  of  $16,000.  Father  Lamour  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Henry  Mdssoer,  the  present  pastor.  Owing  to  the  large  ouday 
necessary  to  rebuild  the  school  house,  and  the  hopes  &*u£rated  by 
the  finimrnil  crisis  through  which  the  country  had  just  passed, 
the  coflgrep^ation  on  his  arrival  was 'in  debt  to  the  amount  of 
^16,350.  Throuijjh  ihe  lilu  ial  and  united  efforts  of  the  people 
the  last  note  was  paid  December  23,  1886,  and  Father  Meissner 
had  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  them  New  Year's  Day  1887, 
that  the  church  was  free  from  debt.  Besides  the  regular  con- 
gregation Father  Meissner  has  spiritual  charge  of  the  Sisters  of 
Pro\Tdence  at  the  school,  seven  in  number,  and  of  the  Sisters 
of  St.  Francis,  five  in  number,  who  are  employed  as  nurses  at 
Peru  Hospital  of  the  Wabash  Railroad.  The  total  membership 
of  the  church  is  about  1,500.  The  church  property,  embracing 
a  quarter  of  a  square,  is  on  the  northwest  comer  of  Miami  and 
Fifth  street. 

A  school  has  been  for  years  connected  with  the  church. 
As  early  as  the  pastorate  of  Father  M.  J.  Clark  (1837-42),  a 
school  was  established.  The  Reverend  Father  was  a  cultured 
gentleman,  revered  by  the  entire  community  and  children  of  all 
denominations  attended  the  school.  The  school  was  then,  for  a 
Jong  time,  discontinued.  Prior  to  the  pastorate  of  Father  Force 
a  school  was  taught  for  a  few  months  by  G.  Volkert.  a  Badin- 
ese  student,  in  a  house  on  5th  street,  opposite  the  residence  of 
Rev.  W.  L.  Huffman.  Father  Force  opened  a  school  in  die 
church  building,  Mr.  Franz  Edtler  being  the  first  teacher.  He 
was  a  great  favorite  with  both  parents  and  children,  leading  his 
pupils  on  delightful  excursions  into  the  woods  and  enterin<(  into 
their  enjoyment.  Many  non-Catholic  children  attended  the 
school,  especially  on  account  of  tlie  instruction  in  German.  The 
school  increasing,  Miss  Mary^  Force,  sister  to  Father  Force, 
became  an  assistant.  Prof.  Edtler  left  Peru  to  accept  the  position  of 
organist  in  the  Fort  Wayne  Cathedral,  which  place  he  held  until 
his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-five  yeara.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded as  teacher  by  Victor  Stevens  who  continued  after  Father 
Kroeger  took  the  place  of  Father  Force,  being  assisted  until  this 
change  by  Miss  Force,  Vho  removed  with  her  brother,  after 
which  Mr.  Stevens  was  unaided.  When  under  Father  Kroeger  the 
new  church  was  built,  the  old  building  ^^'as  used  exclusively  as  a 
school.  The  desks  were  remodeled,  a  little  later  the  school-room 
enlarged,  singing  made  obligatory  and  the  list  of  students  increased. 
When  Mr.  Stevens  resigned  his  position  Mir.  Theo.  F.  Wolfram  was 
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engaged,  an  excellent  and  systematic  teacher.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  1867  he  <;a\  c  up  tlic  school  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  M. 
Kinney,  late  of  St.  Mary's.  Notre  Dame.  Othi-r  teachers  about 
this  time,  in  rapid  succession  and  in  part  co-jointh-  were  Thomas 
Miller,  a  Peruvian  and  an  almunus  of  Notre  Dame,  Mr.  John  Schenk 
of  North  Vernon,  Lnd.,  and  the  imperishable  Proi  Dr.  Rudolph 
Ladislac  Mueller,  of  Zanizow,  the  most  popular  teacher  of  die 
old  regime,  whose  life  reads  like  a  romance.  The  second  son  of  an 
ancient  baronial  family  of  Pomerania,  the  plnx  inate  of  Prince  Otto 
Von  Bismarck,  at  sixteen  he  bore  a  conunission  as  lieutenant,  at 
eighteen  was  professor  in  ordinary  of  mathematics  in  a  Prussian  mili- 
tary academy,  at  twenty  filled  the  chair  of  history,  and  at  twenty-one 
disinherited  for  professing  the  Catholic  faith,  enlisted  in  the 
the  English  army,  and  bound  for  the  Cape,  in  ccMisequence  of  a 
mutiny  was  cast  by  fate  upon  tht  si' shores.  IK*  en<:ra«Ted  in  min- 
in<^  speculations  in  \'ir^nnia  and  Penns\  l\  :inia.  lost  all  he  po.ssessed, 
including  a  private  library  of  5,000  volumes,  accepted  a  professor- 
ship in  St.  Vincent*8  College,  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
taught  the  languages,  in  which  he  conversed  fluently  to  the  number 
of  fitter  lecturedon  Geology  and  Ethnology,  and  became  eccentric 
in  his  manners.  He  sought  Fatlicr  Kroet^er.  who  had  atone  time 
been  his  pupil,  and  offered  to  teach  the  parish  school,  which  he  did 
for  the  space  of  four  years,  when  Bishop  Dwenger  who  esteemed 
highly  his  vast  erudition,  besought  him  to  accept  a  professordiip  in 
the  chief  college  of  the  Bishop's  own  order,  which  he  did,  and  died 
there  recenth-,  1SS5,  in  the  habit  of  a  monk,  full  of  years  and  in 
great  peace  of  soul.  The  doctor  was  the  last  teacher,  of  both  L.'irls 
and  boys  under  the  old  system.  Under  Father  Kroeger;  about 
1870,  the  Ursuline  Nuns  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  took  charge  of  the 

firls'  school  and  were  succeeded  in  1874  by  the  Sisters  of  Provi- 
ence.  They  took  charge  of  the  boys'  school  also,  Sept.  i,  i88r, 
the  last  lay  teacher  of  the  boys  being  Mr.  Frank  Horn.  In  the 
school  at  present  are  '^00  pupils  and  seven  teachers  engaged  in 
teaching,  including  the  musical  and  painting  dejiartments. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  riiursday,  No\  ember 
26,  1835,  at  the  house  of  William  N.  Hood,  and  consisted  of  thir* 
teen  members.  Rev.  Sanmel  Newbury,  the  first  minister  of  the 
church,  presided.  For  a  time  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  house 
where  organized,  then  in  a  double  log  cabin,  renuideled  into  one 
large  room  on  West  Fifth  street:  then  in  the  Smith  school  house  on 
West  Second  street,  the  Hrst  school  house  in  the  countv.  Rev. 
Newbury  divided  his  time  between  Peru  and  Wabash.  During 
the  year  1 836  a  church  building  was  erected  on  the  present  church 
lot,  John  W.  Timberlake  and  IIenr\  Robinson  being  the  carpenters. 
This  was  probabh  the  first  Protestant  house  of  worship  in  the  countv, 
although  the  Methodist  Church  was  in  process  of  erection  at  the  same 
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time.  During  this  time  was  organized  a  Sabbath  School,  then,  and 
for  several  years,  the  only  one  in  the  count)  .  October,  1837, 
Rev.  Asa  Johnson,  the  second  pastor,  took  charge  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Newbury  giving  all  his  time  until  July,  1838, 
when  he  reraoved  to  the  interests  of  the  Peru  Collegiate  Insti-  . 
tute.'*  For  a  time  Mr.  Johnson  preached  on  alternate  Sabbaths, 
dividing  his  time  over  four  counties.  In  the  winter  of  '42  and 
'43  a  successful  protracted  meeting  was  held.  The  Court  House 
burning  March,  1S43,  court  was  for  two  years  held  in  this 
church.  From  its  erection  to  1850  the  church  served  the  pur- 
pose of  a  town  hall.  Rev.  Asa  Johnson  was  succeeded  with  a 
few  months*  interval  by  Rev.  Milton  Starr,  July  15,  1849, 
he  contiimed  in  charge  of  the  church  two  years.  During  this 
time  the  building  was  moved  from  the  blocks  of  wood  back  on 
the  lot  and  placed  on  a  solid  foundation.  The  store  box  steps 
and  store  bo-x  pulpit,  covered  with  calico  and  gieen  baize,  were 
replaced,  lamps  took  the  place  of  tallow  candles,  and  the  church 
generally  improved.  Mr.  Starr  ceasing  the  summer  of  185 1,  the 
pulpit  for  a  year  was  vacant.  Rev.  S.  F.  McCabe  commenced 
his  ministry  July  lo,-  1852,  and  remained  for  fifteen  years.  The 
membership  of  the  church  when  he  began  was  about  fifty. 
The  salary  was  a  little  over  $250.  In  the  fall  of  1854  the  pres- 
ent church  was  begun,  and  dedicated  July  4,  1858.  During  his 
ministry  in  Peru  Mr,  McCabe  preached  1,277  sermons  in  his  own 
pulpit,  baptized  177  persons,  officiated  at  2S2  funerals,  and  received 
into  the  church  210  .persons.  Mr.  McCabe  resigned  May  20, 
1867,  and  removed  to  Illinois,  thence  to  Topeka,  Kansas.  Rev. 
Everett  B.  Thomson  commenced  February  2,  1868,  and  continued 
one  year.  April  i,  186^  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  formed 
a  union  with  the  First,  the  history  of  which  has  thus  far  been 
followed.  September  5,  1869,  Rev.  Henry  L.  Brown  began, 
continuing  one  year.  During  this  year  unusually  successful  reviv- 
als were  held  in  this  and  the  other  churehes  of  the  city,  result- 
ing in  62  additions  to  this  church.  Revi  Samuel  Wyckoff  entered 
upon  his  duties  Nov.  4,  1870,  and  continued  until  July,  1874. 
During  this  time  the  cluirch  was  enlarged  and  imiMd\  ed'  and  the 
lecture  room  built.  The  church  was  re-dedicated  January  19, 
1873.  Rev.  J.  B.  Parmelee  liegan  his  service  October  i.  1874. 
In  Apxil,  1870,  he  resigned,  procured  a  letter  of  dismission  from 
the  Presbj'ter}',  and  was  the  first  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Chui  ch,  which  continued  for  some  years.  May  i,  1877,  Rev. 
Matthew  M.  Whitford  accepted  the  call  of  the  church  and  was 
installed  a  few  months  later,  being  the  only  installed  pastor.  lie 
coruinued  to  December  31,  1882.  Rev.  L.  P.  Mar-sludl  entered 
upon  his  duties  July  i,  1883,  and  continued  to  the  present  time. 
Thursday  and  Friday,  November  26  and  27,  1885,  was  held  the 
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Jubilee,  or  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  church's  organization.  Tlie 
meetings  were  largely  attended  and  were  full  of  interest.  G.  I. 
Reed,  editor  of  the  Republican^  read  a  sketch  on  the  history  of 
Peru  and  J.  II.  Fetter  a  very  complete  history  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  from  which  most  of  these  facts  are  taken.  A  remi- 
niscence meeting  was  held,  participated  in  by  many,  and  letters  were 
read  from  a  number  of  the  ex-pastors.  The  church  is  now  entirely 
out  of  debt  and  in  \ii^orous  condition.  The  membership  o£  the 
church  is  256:  of  the  Sunday  School,  about  180. 

The  Mclhudist  Church. — In  1831  Col.  Wm.  M.  Reyburn  re- 
turned from  Ohio  and  settled  near  Miamimort  He  was  a  local 
preacher  and  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Dalla  Moore,  Mrs.  Pendleton, 
Mrs.  Jackson,  Mr.  Hurst  and  a  few  others  he  organized  a  class 
meetin£r,  and  occasionally  preached  and  held  prayer  meetings.  With 
this  organization  in  view  the  Methodist  church  would  be  entitled  to 
the  priority  ot  age  in  Peru.  In  1832  tins  little  band  was  reinforced 
by  George  S.  Fenimore  and  wife,  and  several  others.  It  was  prob- 
ably this  same  year  that  the  socie^  was  officially  recognized  by 
Rev.  Miles  Huffaker  and  reported  to  the  annual  conference.  When 
Miamisport  was  de.serted  for  the  new  town  of  Peru  this  little  class 
was  known  as  the  Methodist  Society  of  Peru.  It  held  its  meetings 
at  Matthew  Fenimore's  and  besides  Col.  Reyburn,  A.  A.  Tarking- 
ton,  another  local  preacher,  held  services  m  this  tavern.  At  the 
masut  time  that  the  Presbyterian  church  was  building,  fall  of  1835 
and  spring  of  1836,  Geo.  Fenimore  and  John  Ganol  put  up  the  first 
Methodist  church  on  Third  street.  It  was  ceiled  with  hoards,  and 
neither  plastered  nor  painted.  A  wooden  chandelier,  on  the  arms 
of  which  candles  were  stuck,  hung  suspended  by  a  rope  whidi  ran 
up  through  a  hole  in  the  ceiling.  Through  this  hole  and  down  the 
rope  the  pla3rful  mice  would  omie  and  dine  on  the  sa\  or}-  tallow. 
The  country  around  was  now  organized  as  Peru  Circuit,  and  the 
era  of  circuit  riding  began.  An  approximately  correct  list  of  the 
preachers  in  this  period  is  as  follows:  Miles  Huffaker,  '35-'36; 
Burris  Westlake,  '36-'37;  September  24,  1836,  Rev.  Jacob  Col- 
clazer,  so  long  identified  with  this  community,  was  licensed,  in  the 
little  Third  street  church,  to  preach,  b\  the  Rev.  Richard  Hargrove 
and  recommended  for  admission  into  the  traveling  connection: — 
Merchon  '37;  — Reed  '38;  John  F.  Truslow  '37;  Wm.  Wheeler, 
Wm.  Stonax,  and  Nelson  Green,  '42-'44;  — Beach  '46;  E.  Hold- 
stock  '47:  John  F.  Donaldson  '48.  In  1849  ^  the  country  appoint- 
ments were  stricken  off  and  Peru  was  made  a  station.  Rev.  W. 
L.  Huffman  was  sent  as  the  first  station  preacher  and  organized  the 
first  station.  Steps  were  at  once  taken  towards  the  erection  of  a 
new  church  and  the  present  Main  street  church  was  erected.  The 
subscription  for  that  purpose  was  contributed  to  by  citizens  of  all 
denominations  and  paid  in  wood,  plaster,  work,  brick,  <*shoemaking,*' 
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groceriei^  or  cash  as  most  convenient.   At  this  time  the  first  large 

revival  was  held,  and  lOO  were  added  to  the  church.  About  i860 
the  charjTe  was  divided  b}'  the  conference,  and  Third  street  church  • 
was  formed.  A  neat  brick  church  was  built,  which  proved  too 
small,  and  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  corner  Miami  and  Main 
^eets,  was  purchased  and  r^odded.  The  name  of  the  charge 
was  then  changed  to  St.  Paul's,  in  1870,  Rev.  C.  W.  Miller 
being  pastor  at  that  time.  He  was  followed  by  W.  F.  Walker 
in  1872-3-4,  who  departed  from  here  to  the  North  China  mis- 
sion. Charels  E.  Disbro,  the  last  pastor  of  St.  Paul's,  was  here 
in  1874-5.  To  return  to  the  Main  street  church;  it  continued  to 
•prosper  under  the  follow  in  ministers:  C.  W.  Miller  '51;  F.  A. 
Hardin  '53;  H.  B.   Beers  '55;  H.  PhiUips  '56;  T.  Habler  *57; 

A.  S.  Lakin  '59:  D.  F.  Stri^rht  '61;  W.  R.  Kistler  '64;  J.  Col- 
clazer  '66:  W.  J.  Vigus  '68:  W.  E.  McCarthy  '70;  R.  Toby 
'71;  Augustus  H.  Tevis  '72;  W.  R.  Jordan  '74.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  the  two  charges  were  united,  neither  of  the  old  minis- 
ters returning  and  J.  C.  Makin  being  the  first  minister  of  the 
united  church.  The  ministers  since  have  begun  their  work  on  the 
following  dates:  H.  J.  Lacev  '77;  J-  Colclazer '78:  C.  H.  Brown 
'80;  W.  H.  Daniels  '83;  a/S.  Wooten  '85.  The  value  of  the 
present  church  property  is  $10,000.  The  membership  of  the 
Sundaf  School  is  275,  that  of  the  Church  350. 

Tie  £^scopal  Ckwrch  was  organized  first  1846  under  the 
name  of  St.  James  parish.  Every  evidence  pointed  to  a  vigor- 
ous church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  a  man  ver^,'  popular  with  , 
the  people  of  the  community,  had  charge  of  the  congregation, 
and  the  services  were  held  over  store  rooms.  Unfortunately  he 
was  called  home  to  the  East,  and,  his  place  being  unsupplied, 
the  organisation  was  abandoned.  In  1870  the  people  of  the 
church  began  regular  meetings  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  W.  N. 
Dunham  in  the  rooms  in  second  storv,  northwest  corner  Main 
and  Broadway,  and  December  9th  an  organization  was  made 
under  the  name  Trinity  Church.  May,  1871,  the  present  lot 
was  purchased  and  steps  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  building. 
October,  1872,  the  building  was  opened.  May  I,  1873,  Mr. 
Dunham's  place  was  taken  by  Rev.  John  Henr\-  Weddell,  who 
continued  to  Mav,  1875.  He  was  in  Septeruber  followed  by 
Rev.  Andrew  Mackie,  and  he,  with  some  interval,  by  Rev. 
David  L.  Trimble,  who  served  this  parish,  in  connectira  with 
Delphi,  until  February,  z88i.  The  church  was  vacant  until 
Noveniber,  1882,  when  Rev.  J.  E.  Martin  was  employed.  The 
church  was  doing  well  under  his  charge,  but  January-,  1884,  he 
resigned  with  the  consent  of  the  vestry.    July,  1884,  Rev.  W. 

B.  Burke  was  emploved  and  continues  to  the  present  time. 

The  Evangcliau  Lutheran  Church, — As  early  as  1849  ser- 
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vices  were  held  here  by  Rev.  Sturken,  then  of  Logansport. 
The  congregation  brin^,  however,  too  small,  he  discontinued  for  a 
\  ear,  when  he  again  began,  and  Rev.  Jungle  also  preached  here. 
The  church  was  regularly  organized  in  1859  Rev.  H.  Horst 
called  to  the  pastorate.  He,  after  a  abort  time,  receivings 
another  call.  Rev.  Sturken  again  preached  to  the  congregation, 
and  it  was  at  this  time  that  the  first  church  w  as  built,  a  small 
brick,  building  on  Second  street,  near  Hood.  In  1864,  Mr. 
Sturken  receiving  a  call  to  Baltimore,  the  services  were  held  by 
Rev.  Jox,  also  of  Logansport,  and  his  assistant,  Rev.  G.  A. 
Htnkle.  The  latter  received  a  call  from  Sturgis,  Mich.,  in  1869, 
and  the  former,  on  account  of  too  much  work,  could  not  attend* 
to  this  church,  so  Rev.  Stricter  was  called  and  became  settled 
pastor,  remaining  until  1873,  when  he  responded  to  a  call  from 
Proviso,  Illinois.  In  August  of  the  same  3'ear,  Rev.  C.  A.  (jer- 
man  became  pastor.  Under  him  was  built,  in  1875,  present 
church,  comer  of  Main  and  Fremont.  It  is  a  fine  brick  build- 
ing, 40  feet  wide,  75  long  and  with  a  spire  125  feet  high.  The 
bell  18  the  largest  in  the  dty,  and  a  fine  pipe  organ  adds  to  the 
interior.  The  cost  was  about  $11,000.  The  old  church  has 
since  been  used  as  a  school  building,  where  Mr.  Feussner 
teaches  about  seventy  children.  Rev.  (ierman,  in  1883,  received 
a  call  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  March,  1884,  Rev.  H.  Diemer,  the 
present  incumbent,  began  his  work.  The  membership  has  increased 
from  eight  or  ten  to  seventy-five  voting  members,  which  repre- 
sents about  175  communicants.  The  Church  is  in  good  financial 
condition. 

yVit  Baptisi  Church,— A.  meeting  Jul}-  18,  1866,  of  those 
interested,  organized  a  Baptist  conference  preparatory  to  organia- 
ing  a  Baptist  Church.  Those  participating  were:  F.  M.  Bacon, 
M.  H.  Waters,  David  DeLawter,  E.  H.  Shirk,  Moses  Mercer, 
Rev.  A.  Virgil,  II.  J.  Shirk,  George  Geves,  Sarah  Bacon,  M. 
T.  Waters,  II.  S.  DeLawter,  Mary  Shirk,  H.  A.  Mercer,  Min- 
erva Shirk,  Ellen  Geves. 

Oct.  3, 1 866  a  council  met,  pastors  of  a  number  of  churches  in 
Northern  Indiana  being  present  and  formally  recognized  the  newly 
established  church.  Rev.  A.  Virgil  was  in  charge  from  organiza- 
tion until  May,  1867,  Rev.  John  Trennamon  Julv  iSf  j,  to  July 
1869,  during  which  time  the  church  building  and  parsonage  were 
undertaken.  The  lecture  room  being  occupied  Jan.  i,  1869.  The 
meetings  before  this  had  for  a  time  been  in  rooms  over  a  store  on 
Broadway,  opposite  the  court  house,  and  then  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  building  then  vacant  on  Main  street.  Rev.  F.  D.  Blaiul, 
of  Indianapolis,  began  July,  1S69  and  found  the  church  membership 
28,  si.\  of  whom  were  non-residents.  He  was  a  man  of  enthusiasm 
and  very  successful  as  a  revivalist.    During  liis  first  year  108  were 
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baptised  and  142  were  added  to  the  church.  The  church  building^ 
being  completed  during  this  year  was  dedicated  the  first  Sabbath  in 

1870.  The  cost  of  the  church,  parsonage  and  grounds  \\-as  $22- 
000.  hi  Xovemher,  1S70,  Rev.  Bland  resigned.  In  response  to  a 
repeated  call,  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Leonard-  came,  taking  charge  o£  tlie 
church  May  5,  187 1  and  continued  until  Jan,  i,  1882,  at  which  time 
he  accepted  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Oliio  Baptist  Stale  Con- 
vention, where  he  still  is.  March  5,  1S82,  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Cavins, 
then  from  New  Albany,  preached  his  first  sermon  and  has  since  re- 
mained with  the  church.  A  tine  pipe  organ  has  been  put  in,  the 
churcii  and  lecture  room  frescoed  and  carpeted,  and  the  church  gen- 
erally has  prospered  under  his  care.  The  Sunday  School  is  well  at- 
tended ever  Sunda\  n^orning.  The  church  membership  at  the  dose 
ol  the  church  year.  May,  1886  was  327. 

T/ic  A.  J/,  /f.  Church  had  as  its  first  minister.  Elder  Patterson 
and  meetings  were  held  in  the  engine  house.  The  present  church 
on  Third  street  was  dedicated,  August,  1874,  at  which  time  Rev. 
Robinson  Jeffries  was  pastor.  The  only  stationed  minister  ever 
here  was  the  Rev.  Wm.  Knight  in  1875.  The  congregation  being 
small  has  general! \-  been  served  in  connection  with  some  other 
charge.  Altogether  there  have  been  13  ministers  here.  The 
present  one,  J.  W.  Collins,  is  every  second  week  at  Wabash.  The 
church  property  is  worth  about  $2,500. 

In  SecrH  Orders  Peru  is  well  supplied,  there  being  24  lodges, 
chapters,  &c.,  at  present  here.  The  first  in  point  of  time  was  the 
Miami  Lodge,  67,  F.  &  A.  M.  It  was  organized  about  June  1844  in 
upper  storv  of  of  the  brick  building  used  as  the  toll  house  at  the 
bridge.  It  was  instituted  by  Logansport  and  Tipton  lodges  and 
worked  under  dispensation  until  the  charter  was  granted,  Ma\  29, 
1S48.  The  names  of  the  earliest  members  were:  Col.  "Wm.  M. 
Revburn,  the  first  Master;  Isaac  Marquis,  the  first  Senior  WanU  n; 
Richard  L.  Britton,  the  first  Junior  Warden:  Geo.  L.  Dart,  Secre- 
tary; John  M,  Jack.son,  Treasurer;  John  Bush,  Senior  Deacon; 
James  Douglass,  Judge  Potter,  Albert  Cole,  Peter  Long  and 
Matthew  Fennimore.  The  earliest  members  taken  in  were:fh«t, 
Moses  Falk;  second,  Aaron  Scott;  third,  A.  Keiser;  fourth  Michael 
Lang.  Thev  occupied  the  room  where  they  organized  three  or 
four  vears,  then  rented  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  They  fitted  up  a 
room  in  a  new  three  story  building  on  the  souUi-west  corner  of  Second 
and  Broadway  which  burned  six  months  later.  Tliey  then  again 
used  the  Odd  Fellows  hall,  situated  then  where  Deiberr  s  groceiy  is, 
about  three  years,  then  fitted  up  a  room  across  the  street  now  70, 
south  Broadway.  About  12  years  ago  they  fitted  up  the  present 
lodge  room.  Their  numbers  have  increased  steadily.  They  furnish 
most  of  the  members  who  orgiuiized  the  Peru  Lodge.  The  masons 
in  Peru  besides  the  two  lodges  named  have  for  years  maintained  a 
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chapter  and  the  council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  organized  Feb. 
9,  1886,  with  Lyman  Walker,  as  Illustrious  Master. 

Miami  Lodge,  .Yo.  s^,  /.  O,  O.  i^.— The  oldest  lodcre  of 
the  order  in  Peru,  was  organized  January  13,  1848,  wilh  the  follow- 
ing charter  members:  David  Charters,  James  M.  Reyburn,  Brown 
A^Clintic,  John  Reid,  Augustiu  Hunter,  John  Pasmore  and  M.  R. 
Crabill.  Since  its  organization  the  lodge  has  admitted  396  niem- 
bers,  and  its  present  mcmbersliip  is  94.  The  lodge  owns  its  own 
hall,  has  money  enough  to  pay  all  demands,  and  has  $1,250  loaned 
on  good  security.  From  January  i  to  November  i,  1686,  the  lodge 
paid  $750  for  six  bwefits  and  charitable  purposes.  The  Peru 
Ix>dge  and  Peru  Encampment  are  later  growths  of  the  Order.  The 
Lessing,  a  German  lodge  of  the  Order,  was  organized  April,  1873. 
The  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  maintained  by  the  ladies,  is  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition. 

The  Patriarch  MiUtant,  uniformed  rank  of  Odd  Pellowship,  is  a 
new  degree.  Peru  Canton,  No.  20,  was  organized  August  25, 
1886,  with  26  charter  members,  W.  K.  Armstrong,  Captain. 

W.  Reyburn  Post^  JVo.  56,  Department  of  Indiana,  G* 
A.  R.,  was  organized  in  Kumler's  Hall,  April  10,  18S2.  with  a  char- 
ter membersliip  of  57,  J.  R.  Carnahan.  Department  Commander, 
officiating.  The  rirst  commander  installed  was  Louis  B.  Fulwiler. 
The  present  membership  is  144,  who  represent  eleven  states. 
Michigan,  Connecticut  and  West  Virginia  have  each  one  regiment 
represented;  New  Jersey  and  Missouri  each  one  cavalry  regiment; 
Iowa,  two;  New  York,  tliree:  Pennsylvania,  five;  Illinois,  one  bat- 
tery and  six  infantry  regiments;  Ohio,  sixteen,  and  Indiana,  sixty- 
three,  fifty-two  of  which  are  infantry,  seven  cavalry  and  four  bat- 
teries. The  99th  Regiment  has  eleven  representatives;  the  13th, 
eleven;  the  iSist,  nine;  the  155th,  seven.  The  Post  has  taken  part 
in  four  decoration  services,  four  cam{vfires,  and,  as  a  bodv,  ha.s 
attended  re-unions  at  Miami.  Dt  in  er,  Macy,  Bunker  Hill  and 
Wabash.  The  Post  has  furnished  one  Junior  Department  Com- 
mander, W.  F.  Didy. 

Hercules  Lod^^  No.  127^  Knights  of  Pythias^  instituted 
August  14,  1885,  with  84  charter  members.  At  the  institution 
were  present  representatives  of  tlie  Huntington,  Kokomo,  Marion, 
Logansport  and  Indianapolis  lodges.  They  at  once  fitted  up  a 
lodge  room  over  the  Postoffice,  62  S.  Broadway.  The  present 
membership  is  over  100.  The  uniform  rank,  K.  of  P.,  was  organ- 
ized in  Peru,  August  17,  1886,  with  38  members,  Louis  N. 
Andrews,  Captain.  Many  were  present  from  a  distance  and  a  ban- 
quet was  given  in  Ikadlex  "s  Hall. 

The  Knights  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Maccabees,  Royal 
Arcanum,  two  Councils  of  the  National  Union,  two  assemblies  of 
the  Knights  of  Labor,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engin- 
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eers  arc  nuiintaincd  licre,  besides  a  number  of  benevolent  organiza- 
tions not  belonging  to  secret  orders.' 

MUitary  Orgumzaiioiis. — ^The  first  company  was  tl^-  Peru 
Blues,  organized  almost  the  first  \  ear  of  the  town,  A.  M.  Higt^iiis, 
Captain,  and  Vincent  O'Donald,  Sr.,  First  Lieutenant.  The  com- 
pany consisted  of  most  of  the  young  men  of  the  community,  its 
notable  exploits  seem  to  have  been  two  in  number.  The  first  was 
taking  part  in  the  patriotic  celebration  July  4, 1836,  the  clay*8  festi- 
vities ending  with  the  explosion  of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  0*Donald, 
the  first  lieutenant,  only  slightly  injurin^r  him,  but  resulting  in  lock- 
jaw and  death  in  about  two  weeks.  The  second  exploit  was  march- 
ing to  the  scene  of  difficulty  with  some  Indians  on  the  i'ottawattomie 
payment  grounds  on  the  Tippecanoe,  near  Rochester.  Not  a  mo- 
ment foltered  they,  but  the  campaign  was  bloodless  as  either  their 
presence  or  the  efforts  of  diplomacy  quieted  the  difficulty.  This 
was  the  famous  battle  of  Chippewanoc,  the  cause  of  many  a  smile 
to  our  older  citizens.  The  next  military  company  for  peaceful  pur- 
poses was  the  Reyburn  Guards,  organized  February  25,  185S,  G. 
A.  Crowell,  Captain,  J.  M.  Reyburn,  First  Lieutenant,  C.  M.  Wal- 
ker, Second  Lieutenant.  They  at  once  uniformed  handsomely  in 
blue,  and  the  same  year  organized,  and  conducted  a  big  4th  of  July 
celebration  and  ball  which  was  largely  attended  from  a  distance,  and 
at  which  they  cleared  $500.  Crowell  resigned  and  Reyburn 
became  captain  immediately  after  this.  The  next  year,  July  4th, 
they,  with  the  Teutonic  Rifle  Corps,  now  to  be  mentioned,  attended 
a  big  encampment  and  celebration  at  Lafa\  ette,  at  which  were  pres- 
ent eleven  companies.  The  Teutonic  Ritle  Corps  was  organized 
about  the  same  time  as  the  guards  with  Julius  Kloenne,  Captain, 
Henry  Kransko^,  First  Lieutenant,  Wm.  Rassner,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant. The  uniform  was  dark  green  with  light  green  trimmings. 
They  numbered  between  50  and  60  members,  all  Germans.  They 
were  preceded  by  two  jnoneers,  Philip  Gabs  and  Jake  Louis,  wear- 
ing big  drum-major  hats  and  carrying  axes.  When  wrought  up 
by  the  martial  spirit  they  sang  a  song  the  chorus  of  which  ran: 

•'De  Dutch  corapunp*^  is  do  best  companee, 
Dnt  ever  come  over  from  the  old  countrcc" 

At  the  Lafayette  encampment  they  had  the  glory  of  an  award 
for  their  excellent  drill  and  soldierly  bearing.  These  companies  had 
nearly  if  not  quite  ceased  their  meetings  some  time  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  war,  and  the  demand  for  their  arms,  and  the  enlistment 
of  many  of  their  members,  was  the  end.  Just  after  the  war  Cap- 
tain Wm.  Wallick  organized  the  Peru  Zouaves,  uniformed  in  red, 
and  continued  for  a  year  or  two.  The  Peru  Grays,  Captain  Jack, 
was  organized  in  1875,  spent  a  week  in  camp  at  Put-in- Ray, 
responded  to  a  call  by  Gov.  Hendricks  in  1876  to  quell  some 
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troubles  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  but  only  went  as  far  as 
Indianapolis.  In  187 7  they  disbanded.  The  Peru  Light  Infantry 
organized  December  18S2,  H.  F.  Bolcy,  Captain,  continut-d  for 
about  two  years.  The  I^eru  Zouave  Cadets  organized  Novem- 
ber 1884,  with  56  nieiiibers,  bovs  from  14  to  20,  Ed.  Maxwell, 
Captain.  They  went  to  the  3d  regiment  encampment  at 
LaPorte,  August,  1885,  and  took  first  honors  in  the  regiment 
Disbanded  November,  1886.  GatlingGun  Detachments  Nos.  i  and 
2  were  organized  in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  July,  1886,  respectively. 

LiUrary  Societies  and  Public  Libraries  have  to  some  extent 
shaped  the  development  of  the  community.  The  first  "  Lvceum  *' 
was  in  the  ver^'  infancy  of  the  town,  being  organized  ^Vugusl  10, 
1837.  It  continued  its  discussions  for  some  3  ears,  dealing  with  the 
highest  questions  of  government  and  philosophy.  Of  the  members 
who  still  survive  are  N.  O.  Ross,  L.  D.  Adkinson,  John  A.  Gra- 
ham. J.  B.  Fulwiler  and  J.  8.  Fenimore.  For  some  time  after  it 
ceased  its  meetings,  there  seems  to  have  been  nothing  of  the  char- 
acter indicated  by  the  heading  of  this  paragraph.    It  consisted  of  a 

good  selection  of  standard  books,  which  were  for  years  kept  in 
»e  Recorder's  office.  On  the  page  of  the  yellow,  dusty  record 
can  be  traced  the  tastes  and  character  of  many  a  prominent  Peru 
citizen.  The  books  became  scattered,  the  library  fell  into  disuse, 
and  in  1881  the  remnants,  consisting  of  a  few  valuable  books  and 
a  great  many  agricultural  reports,  were  gladly  handed  over  to  the 
Peru  High  S(£ool,  where  they  now  are.  The  Miami  County 
Workingmen*s  Institute  was  wganized  the  latter  part  of  1856,  the 
Town  Council  pursuing  inquiries  through  a  committee  as  to  what 
had  beccMiie  of  the  "  Corporation  Library "  (  ne\  er  before  men- 
tioned in  tlie  record  j,  after  publishing  notices  and  kiring  "a  boy — 
Ira  Myers  ** — ^for  three  days  to  gather  books,  succeed^  in  getting 
together  140  volumes.  These  were  turned  over  to  the  Peru 
Township  Trustee  to  add  to  the  Township  Library.  The  record 
of  the  latter  bci^nns  with  that  }  ear,  1856. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  terms  offered  by  the  will  of  Mr. 
McClure,  of  New  Harmony,  Posey  Coimty,  who  provided  that  if 
an  institute  should  be  formed  of  "persons  who  labor  with  their 
hands  and  earn  dieir  living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,"  and  con- 
tribute TOO  volumes,  he  would  donate  them  $500.  The  earliest 
remaining  record  of  a  meeting  is  Februarv  17.  1857,  and  for  about 
three  years  they  maintained  semi-monthly  and  monthly  meetings, 
the  discussions  partaking  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  literal^' 
society.  The  constitution  provided  for  lectures,  and  at  one  time 
the  society  authorized  the  secretary,  J.  \V.  Shields,  to  correspond 
with  I3ayard  Taylor,  and  how  near  this  distinguished  literarv 
man  came  to  addressing  a  Peru  audience  may  be  seen  from  the 
following  reply. 
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Vtncen'nks,  Februar}'  16,  iHoS). 
Dk.vu  Siu:    I(  i«  (juitt'  i!iii'0>^IMi-.    A]l  my  tiiiu'  up  (o  tin  nul  of  Ai>ril 
Cnffagecl  uear  three  montiis  u^o,  and  I  have  siuce  been  oblhred  to  deeUiu'  150 
adolnonal  Invitatloiu.  Very  truly  yoon,  Batasd  Tatu>b. 

'  The  Institute  made  no  further  attempt  to  secure  lecturers. 
The  last  recorded  meeting  was  March  2,  i860,  and,  in  the  exciting 
years  which  followed,  the  organization  was  abandoned.  Just  be- 
fore the  last  meetings,  the  library  was  removed  from  the  special 
room  to  the  gallery  of  H.  G.  Fetter,  and  some  years  later  by 
him  lianded  over  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Gilbert,  who  lias  kept  it  in 
excellent  condition  and  still  has  it.    The  lejial  statues  of  it  is  that 


whom  are  atill  here,  should  reorganize  die  institute.  The  diar- 
acter  of  tfie  books  was  excellent,  and  the  record  shows  a  very 

dilli^'^rnt  iisr  of  them.  Among  the  names,  with  the  occupation 
stated  by  which  they  "sweat  to  earn  their  bread,"  are:  Jonathan 
Stutesman,  wagonniaker;  John  W.  Timberlake,  carpenter;  Peter 
Keegan,  shoemaker,  John  Mitchell,  tailor;  J.  M.  Stutesman,  sad- 
dler; C.  Griggs,  hamessmaker;  John  H.  Jamison,  cabinetmaker. 

For  a  number  of  years  we  find  no  literary  organizations. 
In  the  winter  of  1877-78  a  course  of  lectures  was  successfully 
carried  on  by  some  enterprising  citizens,  which  encouraged  the 
formation  October,  1878.  of  the  Peru  Lecture  Association,  with 
capital  stock  of  $500  in  fifty  shares  of  $10  each.  The  first 
president  was  R.  P.  Effinger,  the  first  secreUry  G.  £.  Leonard. 
The  organization  was  maintained  until  January,  1883,  during 
wliich  time  were  furnished  twenty-eight  lectures  and  musical  and 
literary  entertainments,  including  Helen  Potter,  Theodore  Tilton, 
Mary  A.  Livermore,  J.  W.  Riley  and  other  noted  lecturers. 
The  Opera  House  being  completed  December,  1882,  philosophy, 
music,  and  literature  went  down  before  the  popularity  of  the 
funny  play  and  high  tragedy,  and  the  Association  discontinued. 
Early  in  1884  in  the  study  of  the  Presb\  terian  church  was  organ- 
ized a  societv^  for  the  study  of  literature.  Rev.  L.  P.  Marshall 
president.  That  spring  and  in  the  winter  of  1S84-85  the  orig- 
inal plan  was  strictly  pursued.  In  October,  1885,  it  was  reor- 
ganized as  a  Chautauqua  reading  circle,  under  the  name  **The 
Hoosier  C.  L.  S.  C.,  of  Peru.'*  It  is  now  in  its  second  year, 
with  a  membership  of  twenty.  Miss  Eileen  Ahem,  president. 
During  the  winter  of  1884-85  the  society,  <(eiurally  known  as 
the  Episcopal  Literary  Society,  was  organized,  Rev.  \Vm.  Burke 
president,  and  studied  Shakspeare,  the  next  winter  studied  gen- 
eral history  and  the  present  winter  are  studying  general  liter- 
ature. The  society  meets  at  the  houses  of  members.  October, 
t  S86,  was  organized  the  Vincent  Chautauqua  reading  circle,  com- 
posed mostly,  but  not  exclusively,  of  members  of  tlie  'Methodist 
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congregation,  with  a  membership  of  twenty,  Ed.  T.  Gregg,  pres- 
ident. The  same  month  was  organized  the  Philomathean  ( lovers 
of  learning  I  Chautauqua  circle,  through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  B. 
F.  Caxins,  and  though  the  youngest,  is  now  the  largest  circle, 
numbering  thirty  members.  They  meet  at  the  Baptist  church, 
the  meeting  night  of  all  the  circles  being  Monday.  In  the  matter 
of  musical  organizations  there  has  been  little  outside  of  the  reg- 
ularly maintamed  church  choirs.  During  the  war  musical  and 
dramatic  entertainments  were  frfqucnt,  but  the  Peru  Clioral 
Union,  about  1872,  with  J.  W.  Shields,  director,  was  the  first 
regular  organization,  il  was  maintained  about  a  year,  giving  an 
entertainment  and  old  folks  concert.  In  January,  1886,  was  or- 
ganized the  Peru  Musical  Association,  with  W.  £.  M.  Brown  as 
director.  For  a  half  year  it  did  good  work,  its  abandonment  at 
present  being  due  to  the  removal  of  the  director. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  organized  April,  1864,  under 
the  law  of  February  25,  1863,  authorizing  national  banks.  K.  11. 
Shirk  was  the  first  president  and  continued  until  his  death,  1886. 
The  first  directors  were  E.  II.  Shirk,  Robt.  Miller,  James  Hol- 
lenshade,  Jacob  Kreutzer,  Geo.  L.  Dart,  W.  W.  Constant,  Abra- 
ham Lercly.  The  capital  .stock  was  $75,000,  afterwards  increased 
to  $r  00,000.    The  first   building   occupied  was  a  small  frame 


Broadway,  but  soon  after  organization  removed  to  present  loca- 
tion opposite  public  square.    There  is  at  present  a  large  surplus 

fund  in  addition  to  capital  stock.  The  officers  are:  President, 
Milton  Shirk;  V^ice  President,  Elbert  W.  Shirk;  Cashier,  R.  A. 
Edwards;  Teller,  G.  R.  Chamberlain. 

7^  Citizens*  Nationid  Bank  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  private 
bank  of  Bonds,  Hoagland  &  Co.,  organized  February,  1867. 
This  in  July,  1871,  was  changed  to  the  present  corporation  and 
present  name,  under  the  national  bankin^^  laws.  It  was  composed 
of  nearly  the.  .same  parties  as  the  former  bank,  willi  some  addi- 
tions. The  first  Board  of  Directors  was:  D.  C.  Darrovv,  A.  C. 
Brownell,  Wm.  Smith,  N.  O.  Ross,  C.  D.  Bond,  R.  F.  Donald- 
son, M.  S.  Robinson.  Dr.  Darrow  was  President  until  July, 
1883,  when,  he  resigning,  Chas.  Brow^nell  succeeded  him.  M. 
S.  Robinson  has  been  ca.shier  continuously.  The  capital  stock  is 
$100,000,  and  the  surplus  $16,000.  The  room  now'  numbered  6 
South  Broadway  was  occupied  from  lirst  imtil  September,  1886, 
when  the  bank  moved  into  its  own  new  building,  opposite  the 
Court  House. 

The  Teleay'raph  bound  Peru  with  the  world  before  the  first 
railroad  reached  it.  The  canal  line  ran  from  Toledo  throuf(h 
Lafayette  to  Indianapolis  via  Crawfordsville.  The  first  operator 
was  G.  L*.  Daniels,  who  serving  only  a  month,  was  succeeded  by 
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J.  T.  Henton,  who  served  until  January,  1853,  being  succeeded  by 

J.  G.  Dickey.  In  1855,  the  Wabash  line  along  the  raikoad  was 
established  and  the  canal  line  abandoned.  Jas.  S.  Duret  was  the 
first  operator  of  this  line  and  was  succeeded  by  K.  H.  Wade,  who 
is  now  General  Superintendent  of  the  Wabash  Railway.  The  office 
was  removed  into  ue  Otijsens'  Peru  Bank  building,  Nov.  1886.  Miss 
Alice  Dunlap  has  been  £or  some  years  the  operator,  and  her  aer< 
vices  have  been  eminently  satisfactory  to  both  company  and  public 

The  Telephone  Exrhavrc  wa.«!  established  June  13,  i88r,  the 
number  of  subscribers  being  45.  At  present  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers is  70.  Connections  can  be  made  with  all  Exchanges 
within  75  miles,  and,  under  favorable  circumstances,  conversa* 
tion  has  been  carried  on  with  Louisville,  Ky,  The  Exchange 
from  the  first  has  been  in  the  telegraph  office,  removing  with  it 
to  the  new  location.  The  present  manager  in  Peru  is  Miss 
Bessie  LaBonta. 

The  Railroad  Sho^s  were  established  in  1853,  when  this 
was  the  northern  terminus  of  the  Peru  &  Indianapolis  R.  R., 
then  \otX  building.  The  average  number  of  men  employed  in 
these  shops  was  40.  In  1873,  shops,  then  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  I.  P.  &  C,  were  removed  to  the  present  loca- 
tion, and  the  force  increased  to  130.  When  the  road  and  shops 
passed  into  Uie  hands  of  the  Wabash,  Sept.,  1881,  the  force  in- 
creased to  250.  The  shops  on  present  location  consist  of  Round 
House,  capacity  15  stalls,  area  33,210  square  feet;  Machine 
and  Car  Shops.  150  by  135  feet;  Paint  Shops,  153  by  45  feet; 
Blacksmith  Shops,  105  bv  36  feet;  Freii^ht  Repair  Shops,  200 
by  60  feet.  The  round  house  and  main  shops  are  brick,  the 
repair  shops,  frame.  There  are  in  addition  a  number  of  build- 
ings and  sheds  for  lumber,  coal,  ice,  etc.  Together  die  shops 
occupy  an  area  of  about  ten  acres.  The  business  of  these  shops 
is  the  building,  rebuilding  and  repairing  of  engines  and  cars. 
They  are  the  most  important  industry  in  Peru. 

The  Woolen  Mills  have  been,  since  their  estabHshment  in  1865, 
,  one  of  the  important  industries  of  Peru.  The  firm  of  H.  £.  &  C.  F. 
Sterne  consisting  of  the  two  named  and  Henry  Sterne,  built  the  first 
mill  on  the  canal.  U  Avas  a  "five  set  mill"  consistinn-  of  five  sets 
cards  and  about  1,500  spindles.  They  made  flannels,  jeans,  blankets 
and  yarns,  and  did  custom  work  for  farmers,  a  class  of  work  no 
longer  done.  They  employed  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  hands  and 
were  buildirig  up  a  prosperous  business,  mostly  in  the  Western 
States.  One  afternoon  in  January  i8<^,  the  entire  building  and  con- 
tents burned,  being  a  loss  of  $too.ooo,  on  which  the  insurance  was 
$30,000.  It  was  probably  caused  by  spontaneous  combustion. 
With  M.  Oppenheimer  added  to  the  old  tirm  as  the  "company" 
they  erected  on  their  present  location  a  building  300  by  66  feet  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


390  HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 

two  Others  which  together  are  300  by  44.  This  was  a  four  set  mill, 
now  enlarged  to  a  six  set.  In  January,  1874,  Mergentheim 
became  associated  in  the  business.  Feb.  1877,  Henry  Sterne  went 
out  and  a  new  firm  was  organized,  Harry  W.  Strouse  taking  his 
place.  The  mill  was  enlarged  to  five  sets  cards  and  1,900  spindles 
and  looms  with  a  capacity  of  70  pieces  at  a  time,  110  hands  were 
employed  and  the  trade  was  extended  east  and  west.  Of  that  firm 
H.  E.  Sterne  died  February,  1878,  in  Cincinnati,  C.  F.  Sterne 
died  August,  1879  ^"  same  city,  and  M.  Oppenheimer  AujLCUst, 
1885  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  gone  for  his  health.  The 
present  firm  was  organized  June,  1886  and  consists  of  L.  Mergen- 
theim, H.  W.  Strouse  and  the  estates  of  H.  £.  and  C.  F.  Sterne. 
During  the  past  fall  the  mills  have  been  enlarged  to  six  sets  of  ma> 
chiner\'  and  2,400  spindles.  The  film  has  always  be^  financially 
in  excellent  standing  and  never  missed  a  pay  day. 

The  Indiana  Manufacturing  Company^  one  of  the  most 
important  industries  of  rem,  dates  from  1870,  when  the  Howe 
Machine  Company,  looking  for  a  location  for  a  &ctory  for  wood 
work,  was  induced  to  locate  here.  The  name  under  which  it 
began  and  continued  for  live  years,  was  the  Howe  Factory.  The 
first  buildings  had  been  completed  but  a  short  time  when  a  fire 
occurred,  destroying  them  almost  entirely  and.  occasioning  the 
loss  of  two  lives,  £.  P.  Lovdand  and  John  Cummings,  who  were 
caught  by  the  falling  roof  while  assisting  to  save  the  property. 
The  shops  were  rebuilt  in  six  months  and,  as  before,  some  500  or 
550  men  were  emplo3ed.  In  1875  a  new  company  was  orq-an- 
ized  under  the  name  of  The  Indiana  Manufacturing  Company. 
Li  1881  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  Mr.  A.  N. 
Dukes,  who  has  successfully  conducted  it  since.  Not  connected 
especiall}'  with  any  machine  company,  sewing  machine  woodwork 
is  made  for  16  different  companies.  A  large  amount  is  shipped 
direct  to  foreign  countries.  The  number  of  men  employed  is 
about  300  at  present,  and  the  value  of  the  yearly  product 

$200^000. 

Th€  Basket  Factory  was  built  in  1872  by  Gardiner,  Blish  &• 
Co.,  who  removed  from  Antioch  in  consideration  of  a  donation 
by  our  citizens.  This  place  was  considered  especially  well  sit- 
uated on  account  of  the  great  plenty  of  elm  timber  found  in  this 
locality.  In  1878,  for  some  reason,  the  firm  failed,  J.  M.  Brown 
was  appointed  receiver,  and  it  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  Uie 
Citizen's  Bank.  After  standing  idle  for  two  years  Lewis  Benedict 
rented  the  building.  April  1882,  Henton  &  Talbot  purchased 
the  interest  of  Benedict,  and  after  eigiUeen  months  Ilenton  with- 
drew and  Frank  M.  Talbot  continues  to  the  present  time.  At 
the  opening  sixty  men  were  employed,  the  highest  number  at 
any  time  was  150,  the  present  number  ninety.   The  present 
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product  is  exclusively  baskets  which  are  shipped  to  all  parts  o£ 

the  collnt^}^    The  daily  capacity  is  600  dozen. 

The  Dow  Factory^  \\hich  promised  to  be  so  important  an 
addition  to  the  city,  was  established  by  B.  F.  Dow  &  Co.,  who 
had  been'  manufacturing  farm  implements  in  PowlerviUe,  N.  Y. 
The  citizens  donated  ten  thousand  dollars  to  secure  it.  The 
buildings  were  erected  in  1880,  and  in  May  1881,  work  was 
begun.  The  product  was  principally  portable  engines  and  thresh- 
ing machines  and  all  kinds  of  repairs  for  farm  implements.  They 
were  sold  over  a  large  territor^^,  but  collections  being  slow 
under  the  general  depression  of  business  at  that  time,  the  firm 
became  deeper  involved,  and  November  27,  1883,  J.  G.  Blythe 
was  appointed  receiver.  He  completed  his  last  report  tlie  first 
<lay  of  1887.  The  buildings  are  well  situated  for  manufacturing 
purposes  and  no  doubt  will  be  used  in  some  way  before  long. 

Tkt  MmBnH  Waier  Factory  of  A.  Reed  ft  Co.,  was 
established  the  Fall  of  1880,  by  A.  Reed.  The  product  con* 
sists  of  the  cooling  drinks  of  Ginger  Ale,  Champagne  Cider, 
Birch  Beer,  Cream  Soda,  and  all  kinds  of  pop.  The  territory 
supplied  extends  well  over  the  State,  the  amount  made  being 
1,200  bo.xes  1^ about  25  thousand  bottles)  a  yeai\  Five  men  are 
employed  for  this  and  the  beer  agency  run  in  connection  with  it 

Shearer's  Ware  Hcuse  was  established  1866,  and  is  a  buildmg 
with  the  liberal  capacity  of  40,000  bushels  of  grain.  It  was 
built  on  the  canal  by  which  most  of  the  shipping  was  at  that 
time  done. 

Wilkinson^ s  Planing  Mill  was  started  by  Dan.  Wilkinson, 
who  in  1860^  moved  to  Fern  with  a  saw  mill.   This  was  located 

in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town;  in  1865  was  burned,  mmedi- 
ately  rebuilt,  and  sold  in  the  Fall  of  1867.  The  only  planing 
mill  then  in  Peru  was  that  of  Wampler  ik  Kranzman,  who  suc- 
ceeded Coucher  &  Jamison,  and  which  was  located  east,  near 
the  canal.  WiDdiwoa  erected  a  frame  building  on  die  lots  at 
present  occupied;  in  1867  and  1872  it  was  burned,  being  a 
total  loss,  no  insurance.  The  present  brick  building  was 
immediately  erected.  The  work  done  is  mostly  local,  embrac- 
ing, however,  the  surrounding  counties  and  some  citv  work. 
In  the  spring  of  1883,  Walter  Wilkinson  became  associated,  and 
the  firm  name  is  WiUdnson  ft  Co.  In  building  season  ten  men 
are  employed. 

BrowneWs  Planing  Mill  was  started  by  John  Mulhiield  in 
connection  with  the  lumber  business  and  in  partnership  with 
New  York  parties,  during  the  fall  of  1879.  May,  1885,  C. 
H.  Brownell  became  owner,  on  the  failure  of  the  former  man- 
agement. Charles  Coz  was  made  manager,  and  the  mill  is  now 
doing  an  exceUent  business.   From  12  to  15  men  are  employed. 
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7%e  Jftrsi  Foundry  was  built  by  F.  S.  and  George  Hadt- 
ley  about  1843.  Just  before  the  war  the  present  buiOing  was 
•  erected  by  the  former,  who  continued  the  business  until  his 
death.  It  was  then  continued  by  his  son  Levant,  then  by 
Thomas  Lovctt.  The  firm  of  Lovttt  &  Ri'tti<;,  formed  later, 
branched  out  extensively  into  the  manufacture  ul  agricukural 
implements.  Last  year  the  foundry  was  bought  b\  A.  J.  Ross 
ana  now  conducted  by  him. 

AI.  F.  Smith'' s  J\f(ic/iinc  S/iop,  Brass  and  Iron  F'oundry 
was  established  1873.  It  is  located  corner  Canal  and  Clay 
streets,  and  employs  about  nine  men. 

Isaac  Miller's  Roller  Mill,  on  the  railroad,  is  a  descendant  of 
the  first  mill  in  Peru,  built  on  the  feeder  dam  at  the  time 
the  canal  was  made.  The  water  power  was  excellent,  and  for 
years  the  old  stone  burrs  ground  out  the  support  of  a  good 
part  of  the  county.  Having  passed  through  various  hands,  Mr. 
Miller  obtained  it  1870.  In  1876,  the  dam  washed  out  and  the 
mill  was  removed  to  the  present  location,  more  conveinent  for 
-shipping,  and  is  run  by  steam.  In  1882-3  the  improved  roller 
madiinery  was  put  in.  The  capacity  is  100  barrds  per  day^ 
shipped  mostly  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  some  however  going  as- 
far  as  New  York  City. 

The  Canal  Holler  Mil!  has  been   under  the  present  man-  . 
agement  of  Jackson  A.  Neal  only  since  February,  1886.  He 
succeeded  Collintine  &  Jackson.    The  mill  is  not  a  new  insti- 
tution, but  lately  lias  put  in  the  latest  roller  machinery  and  has  a. 
capacity  for  75  barrels  ]mm-  day. 

The  Peru  I*lax,  Toiv  and  Bagging  Mill  was  started  bj' 
John  Coyle,  spring  of  1871.  Mr.  Torrey,  of  New  Jersey,  joined 
him  in  1872,  and  the  bagging  mill  was  built.  A  stock  company 
purchased  the  mill  some  years  ago,  and,  with  some  changes,  still 
riin  it.  The  product  is  mainlv  sold  in  the  South,  being  used  for  the 
cotton  croji.  The  mill  affords  employment  to  a  number  of  men, 
women  and  children. 

In  addition  to  these  factorira  described  are  XJIridc's  Wagon  Fac^ 
tor}%  Sullivan  &  Eagle,  and  EUb  Stiles  &  Co.*8  Carriage  Factories,  the 
Cigar  Factories  of  the  Keeners,  Webb  and  Arnold,  and  various- 
shops,  which  together  represent  in  the  aggregate  as  great  a  por- 
tion of  manufacturing  interests  as  any  city  in  the  State. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

HON.  LEWIS  D.  ADKISON,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
pioneer  of  Peru,  is  a  native  of  Favette  Count v,  hnJiana,  born 
about  eight  miles  west  of  Connersville,  May  2t)lh,  1816.  His^ 
parents,  Robert  aiid  Rebecca  (Henderson)  Adkison,  were  bora 
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in  North  and  South  Carolina  respectiveh',  of  Irish  Hneage.  The 
father  in  1829  moved  to  Fountain  County,  where  his  death 
occurred  one  year,  later.  The  mother  was  bom  in  the  year 
1776^  and  departed  this  life  on  the  37th  of  August,  1846. 
Lewis  D.  Adkison,  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Fountain  County,  where  for  two  ^•<.'ars  he  worked 
on  his  father's  farm.  His  earlv  educational  advanta<res  were 
limited,  beinjyj  only  those  derived  from  attendance  at  the  indifferent 
county  schools  of  that  period  for  about  three  months  each  year, 
until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  left  home  in  the 
spring  of  1835,  and  went  to  Logansport,  were  he  worked  at 
brick  making  until  the  following  Fall,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Peru  and  secured  emplovment  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
Canal,  then  in  progress  of  construction.  After  one  year  spent 
as  workman  on  the  canal  Mr.  Adkison  accepted  a  clerkship 
in  the  mercantile  house  of  D.  R,  Bearss,  and  later  was  engaged 
in  the  same  capacity  by  Mr.  Bearss'  successor,  Jacob  Lindsey, 
actinLT  as  clerk,  in  nil  about  three  years.  In  1838,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Wallace  Sheriff  of  Miami  County  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Asa  Leonard,  who  died  in  ofHce,  and  at 
the  ensuing  election  in  1840  was  chosen  Sheriff,  the  duties  of  which 
position  he  discharged  for  about  four  years.  On  leaving  the  office  he 
engaged  in  the  plasters'  and  brick  laying  trades  and  after  continuing 
the  same  for  some  four  years,  opened  a  general  store  in  Peru,  which 
he  conducted  with  good  success  for  sometime.  He  subse- 
quently abandoned  that  line  of  trade  and  for  some  years  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  carried  on  quite  extensively 
in  connection  with  a  general  hardware  trade.  In  1855  he  dis- 
posed of  his  mercantile  interests  in  Peru  and  emigrating  to 
California  opened  a  general  store  at  Oak  Valley,  in  the  mines. 
He  was  subsequently  elected  Supervisor  of  Yuba  County,  that 
State,  an  office  similar  to  that  of  County  Commissioner  in 
Indiana,  and  after  serving  one  and  a  half  \  i  ;us  was  chosen 
Sheriff,  the  duties  of  which  otlicf  he  discharged  for  about  ftnir 
3'ears.  In  1868  he  returned  to  Indiana  and  settled  in  Fulton 
County,  where,  until  1874,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, disposing  of  his  farm  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  return- 
ing to  Peru.  In  1874-5  he  was  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Indiana  State  Senate,  and  in  1882  was  elected  State  Senator 
from  the  counties  of  Miami  and  Howard.  Me  look  an  active 
part  in  the  deliberations  f)f  that  body  and  ser\ed  on  some  of 
the  most  important  committees,  among  which  were  these: 
Banks  and  Banking,  Public  Printing,  Public  Buildings,  Swamp 
Lands,  Fees  and  Salaries,  etc.  Since  the  expiration  of  his 
term  as  legislator,  Mr.  Adkison  has  been  engaged  in  the 
instu-ance  business  and  loaning  money  at  Peru.   On  December 
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i6tb,  1840,  he  married  Mrs.  Lucy  Davis,  daughter  of  the  late 
Judge  Albert  Cole,  of  Peru.  b\-  whom  he  had  four  children,  onlv 
one  of  whom,  ^.ucy  A.,  vvi£e  o£  James  H.  Fetter,  is  living.  Mrs. 
Adkison  was  bom  in  the  year  1820,  and  died  March  nth,  1S85. 
Mr.  Adkison  was  originally  a  Whig,  but  since  the  organisation  o£ 
the  Republican  party,  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  is  n  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  belongs 
to  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity. 

NOTT  N.  ANTRIM,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Miami 
County  bar  and  fourth  son  of  Benjamin  and  Frances  (Grey) 
Antrim,  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Indiana,  on  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1847.  Left  motlu  rlt\ss  at  the  age  of  four  vears  and  fath- 
erless at  ten,  he  was  earlv  in  life  oblifjed  to  relv  almost  whollv 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  until  attaining  his  majority  worked  on 
the  farm,  obtaining  a  common  school  education  in  the  meantime. 
Possessing  a  desire  to  make  law  his  life  work,  Mr.  Antrim,  in  1872, 
began  his  legal  studies  with  Messrs.  Mitchell  &  Shirk,  of  Peru, 
imder  whose  instructions  he  continued  until  his  admission  to  the  bar 
in  1873.  He  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  April, 
1874,  and  within  a  short  time  thereafter  won  for  himself  a  con- 
spicuous place  among  the  Iaw}'ers  of  Miami  and  adjoining  counties^ 
having  been  elected  the  same  year  to  the  office  of  State's  Attorney 
for  the  circuit  composed  of  Miami  and  Wabash  counties.  He  was 
re-elected  to  tho  same  position  in  1876,  and  in  1882  was  chosen  to 
represent  Miami  County  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana.  In 
1881  he  effected  a  copartnership  in  the  practice  with  James  M. 
Brown,  Esq.,  and  the  firm  thus  formed  stiU  ccnitinues.  As  a  law-  • 
yer,  Mr.  Antrim  is  painstaking  and  methodical,  and  has  already  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice  in  the  courts  of  Miami  and  other 
counties  of  Northern  Indiana.  His  otficial,  as  well  as  private  Hfe  is 
above  reproach,  and  he  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community  around  him.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and,  as  such,  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  his  party  in  this 
county.  Mr.  Antrim  on  the  nth  day  of  February,  1875,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  S.  Marilda  Adkisson,  of  Crawford 
Countv,  Illinois. 

DANIEL  R.  BEAR6S  (deceased]  was  born  -  August  23, 
180$^  in  Geiieseo,  Livingston  County,  New  York.  His  parents 
were  Truman  and  Sabrina  ^Roberts)  Bearss.  His  grandfather 
was  a  major  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  under  General  Wash- 
ington, and  his  father  served  in  the  war  of  181 2.  About  the 
year  181 1,  the  famil\-  removed  to  Painesville,  Ohio,  and  in  1815 
to  Detroit,  Michigan.  Mr.  Bearss'  boyhood  was  spent  on  a 
farm  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  a  log  school  house.  In 
1828  he  went  to  Ft.  Wayne  where  he  became  a  derk  for  W. 
G.  and  G.  W.  Ewing.    His  employers  soon  opened  a  branch 
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stori'  in  Logansport  in  which  Mr.  Bcarss  was  engaged  until 
1832.  He  then  spent  two  years  in  mercantile  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Goshen.    In  August  1H34  with  his  young  wife 

.  he  settled  in  Peru  where  he  resided  the  rest  of  his  life.  During 
his  first  year's  residence  here  he  carried  on  a  general  mercan- 
tile business  in  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  Judge  Albert 
Cole,  whose  biograph\^  appears  elsewhere.  This  connection 
being  disolved  Mr.  Bearss  continued  the  business  until  1844, 
when  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Charles  Spencer  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bearss  and  Spencer.  Mr.  Bearss  being  occu- 
pied with  outside  matters,  Mr.  Spencer  took  charge  of  the 
business.  In  i  S49,  Mr.  Bearss  sold  his  interest  irt^  the  store  and 
finally  retired  from  mercantile  life,  after  a  prosperous  business 
career  of  about  twenty-one  years.  With  perhaps  one  e.xception 
Mr.  Bearss  was  the  largest  ta.v  payer  in  Peru.  He  owned  con- 
siderable dty  property  among  which  were  the  Broadway  Hotel 
and  a  number  of  business  blocks.  als  o  owned  se\'eral  val- 

uable farms  one  of  which  just  north  of  Peru  he  made  his  hf>me. 
Mr.  Bearss  was  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of  his  county  but 
was  never  known  to  resort  to  political  trickery  in  order  that  his 
party  might  triumph.  No  one  in  his  locality  labored  more  earn- 
estly for  the  promotion  of  Henry  Clay  to  the  Premdency.  From 
the  organization  of  the  Repubucan  party  he  was  one  of  its 
warmest  friends  and  through  his  great  popularity  succeeded  in 
carrying  many  elections  when  said  party  was  in  the  minority. 
Through  his  infiuence  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax  was  first  placed 
before  the  people  as  a  candidate  for  Congress.  Mr.  Bearss 
served  his  county  in  various  minor  public  offices.  He  was  in 
the  state  Legislature  twenty  years,  eight  years  as  Representative 
and  twelve  as  Senator.  During  the  memorable  and  exciting 
period  of  the  late  civil  war  when  many  legislators  seemingly  in 
sympathy  with  the  south  sought  to  tie  the  hands  of  Governor 
Morton  and  prevent  the  state  from  furnishing  support  to  the 
Union,  r  .  member  of  the  Senate  was  more  faithful  to  his  coiutry 
than  .Mr.  Bearss.  'His  age  prevented  him  from  entering  the 
armv  hut  he  did  his  dutv  in  the  halls  of  LeHslation.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  railroad  enterprises  of  the  county  and  for 
a  while  served  as  director  of  the  I.  P.  &  C.  and  Wabash  roads. 
With  his  family  he  attended  the  CcNOgregational  church  and  gave 
liberally  towards  its  support.  Mr.  Bearss  was  a  man  of  com- 
manding stature  and  in  his  prime  possessed  great  physical 
strength  and   endurance.     Few   men   were   more   favorably  or 

'  belter  known  not  only  in  the  county  but  throughout  the  state. 
He  died  April  x8,  1884  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  where  he  had 

gone  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  January  14,  1834,  Goshen, 
idiana,  he  married  Emma  A.  Cole,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge 
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Albert  Cole.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bearss:  George  R.,  WDliam,  Albert,  Oliver, 
Homer,  Frank,  Emma  and  EUa.' 

ALBERT  C.  BEARSS,  a  native  of  Peru,  was  born  April 
I,  1838,  and  is  the  third  son  of  Daniel  R.  ;ind  Emma  A.  (  Cole) 
Bearss,  the  sketches  of  whom  appear  elsewhere.  Reccivinfr  his 
primary  education  in  the  city  schools  of  Peru,  at  the  age  of  14 
he  entered  the  preparatory^  department  of  Kenyon  College  at 
Gamiier,  Ohio,  where  he  pursued  the  studies  of  that  institution 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  and  then  returned  to  Peru.  In  1859 
he  traveled  westward  and  located  in  California,  where  he  secured 
the  position  of  salesman  for  a  firm  in  the  northern  part  of  that 
State,  and  in  1862  he  returned  east  as  far  as  Nevada,  where  he 
engaged  principally  in  silver  mining  and  politics.  In  the  year  1867 
he  came  back  to  his  native  State  and  established  himself  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  the  town  of  Rochester,  Fulton  County,  where 
he  continued  until  1875,  and  then  again  made  Peru  his  home  con- 
tinually since  that  time,  devoUng  his  attention  to  farming  and  also 
to  public  affairs.  During  his  stay  in  Nevada  he  was  three  times 
elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  Legislature,  and  when  he  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  the  same  position  and  was  elected  in  1878,  and  in  1879, 
was  by  his  very  intimate  friend.  James  N.  Tyner,  postmaster 
general,  appointed  postoffice  inspector,  which  he  HUed  in  a  cred- 
itable manner  imtil  his  resignation  took  place — March,  1885 — 
and  since  that  time  has  been  looking  after  his  farm  of  550  acres, 
situated  in  Peru  township.  Mr.  Bearss  was  married  to  Miss 
MadeHne  V.  Lamb,  of  Coshocton,  Ohio,  March  20,  1867.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  Fannie  Emma  and 
Nellie  Cole.  Our  subject  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  believes 
»in  the  Jacksonian  motto:  "To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.'* 
He  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Republican  central  committee  of 
Miami  county,  and  at  present  occupies  that  position. 

JOHN  H  BECK,  City  Treasurer,  was  born  in  Miami  county, 
Indiana,  October  23,  1845,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Adam  and 
Teresa  Beck,  parents  natives  of  Germany.  Adam  Beck  was 
bom  in  1816;  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Teresa  Trefferd 
in  1844,  and  the  year  following  emifjrated  to  the  United  States, 
comintr  direct  to  the  citv  of  Peru.  ]ohn  H.  Beck  was  raised  in 
Peru,  obtained  a  practical  education  in  the  city  schools  and  at  the 
age  of  16  commenced  the  tinner's  trade,  at  which  he  served  a 
t&ee  year's  apprenticeship.  In  1879,  in  partnership  with  Edward 
E.  Riley,  he  opened  out  in  the  business  for  himself.  He  still 
carries  on  the  business  in  connt  c  tion  with  the  retail  hardware 
trade,  and  is  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of  the  city.  In  1883 
he  was  elected  City  Treasurer,  re-elected  in  1885  and  is  the  present 
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incumbent  of  the  office.    He  was  married  April,  i860,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Silberman  of  Peru,  a  daughter  of  F.  B.  Silberman. 
NER.  BLACK  was  born  in  Peru  township  May  3,  1837, 

and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Haines)  Black,  natives 
of  \'ir<^nnia  and  Connecticut,  who  were  of  English  descent.  His 
father  came  to  Peru  township  in  1834.  and  followed  farming  the 
whole  of  his  life.  Born  in  1800  and  died  in  18S0.  The  subject 
was  raised  on  the  farm  and  has  always  pursued  the  occupation 
.  of  farming.  His  wife  was  Margaret  noaan,  daughter  of  Solomon 
and  Mary  Honan,  who  came  to  tWs  country  in  1832  or  1833, 
and  remained  until  death,  which  occurred  in  1852.  The  subject 
was  the  father  of  four  children,  whose  names  are  Nellie  A., 
Charles  E.,  Milton  W.,  and  Fred  G.  He  adheres  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party* 

EDMUND  BLOOMFIELD,  M.  D  .  prominent  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Peru,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  l)orn  near  the  city  of 
Eaton  on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1841.  His  father,  Reuben 
Bloomfield,  was  bom  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1809, 
and  his  mother,  Ann  (Hopkins)  Bloomfield,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  state  also,  and  died  there  about  the  year  1856.  Dr.  Bloom- 
field's  early  educational  training  was  received  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  city,  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Miami  University, 
Oxford,  Ohio,  in  which  institution  he  pursued  his  literary  studies 
for  nearly  two  years,  making  substantial  progress  during  tliat 
period.  His  early  taates  leadmg  him  to  a  choice  of  the  medical 
profession,  the  Doctor,  in  1866,  commenced  preparing  (or  the  same 
by  a  course  of  reading  with  A.  L.  Dunham,  M.  D.,  of  Eaton,  under 
whose  instruction  he  continued  until  the  fall  of  the  following  year. 
He  then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, at  Ann  Arbor,  completing  the  prescribed  course  in  1869,  and 
graduating  the  summer  of  the  same  year  in  Pharmaceutical  chemis- 
try. Having  thus  thoroughly  familiarized  himself  with  the  profes- 
sion, he  began  the  active  practice  in  1870  at  Peru,  Indiana,  where 
his  superior  professional  abililv  soon  won  for  him  a  conspicuous 
place  among  the  successful  medical  men  of  the  county.  Dr.  Bloom- 
field,  as  a  skillful  physician  and  surgeon  takes  high  rank,  possess- 
ing many  of  the  elements  of  popularity,  and,  since  locating  m  Peru, 
his  practice  has  been  erainendy  successful,  both  professionally  and 
financiallv.  His  extensive  acquaintance  in  this  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, together  with  his  well  known  integrity  and  abilii\ .  has  brought 
him  a  large  and  lucrative  business,  while  his  standing  as  a  citizen  is 
such  as  to  make  him  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  no  sense  of  the 
word  a  partisan ;  although  firm  in  his  convictions  and  intellectually 
qualified  to  fill  official  position  he  avoids  the  strife  of  political  con- 
tests, preferring  to  give  his  entire  time  to  his  profession.  Dr. 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


398 


HISTORY  OP  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


Bloomfield's  marriage  with  Miss  licien  Da%  cnport,  of  Peni,  was  sol- 
emnized April  26,  187 1.  They  have  three  children,  viz:  Mar^  G., 
Guy  D.,  and  Nellie  B.  Bloomfield.  Mrs.  Bloomfield  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  city.  Dr.  Bloomfield  is  a  number  of  State 
Medical  Society,  American  Medical  Association  and  County  Medi- 
cal  Society. 

JOHN  P.  BOWMAN,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Vir- 
ebia,  was  bom  September  a,  1826,  to  John  and  Mary  (Cromer) 
Bowman,  natives  of  Virginia,  but  of  German  descent.  His  father 
emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Tippecanoe  County  when  the  subject 

was  only  about  twelve  years  old,  and  they  then  came  to  Peru 
Township.  John  C.  was  reared  on  the  farm  .and  received  a  medium 
education.  His  occupation  has  always  been  that  of  a  farmer.  He 
was  married  in  1848  to  AGss  Catharine  Meyers,  a  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Me\  ers.  To  them  were  born  ten  children,  viz:  Sarah  J., 
Emeline,  William  R.,  Julia  A.,  Noah,  .\manda,  Daniel,  Phoebe, 
Charles  and  George  W.  (deceased).  Mr.  Bowman  is  the  proprietor 
of  277  acres  of  rine  land  in  Peru  Township,  and  also  291  acres  in 
Cass  Count}-,  all  of  which  is  under  good  cultivation.  His 
politics  are  Democratic. 

PHILIP  H,  BOYNTON,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a  native  of  Miami  and  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Hannah 
Boynton.  Captain  Joseph  Boynton,  the  paternal  <^randfather,  was  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Sallie  (Goss)  Boynton,  who  were  early  resi- 
ifents  of  Nqw  Hampdiire,  die  former  bom  in  Stratham  and  the 
latter  in  the  town  of  Gh'eenland,  that  State.  Captain  Joseph 
Boynton  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  at  the 
capture  of  Burj^oyne  and  Cornwallis,  and  also  took  part  in  the 
celebrated  eampai^n  against  Quebec  under  General  Arnold.  He 
was  two  years  adjutant  of  the  New  Hampshire  Division — died 
June  25, 183 1,  aged  76  years.  Joseph  D.  Boynton  was  bom  in  Cor- 
nish, Maine,  June  4,  1793;  was  raised  a  fanner  and  while  young 
familiarized  himself  with  several  trades,  among  which  were  those  of 
shoemaking,  carpentering,  tanning,  plastering,  etc.,  in  all  of 
which  he  became  a  skillful  workman.  He  married  November 
30,  18 1 5,  Hannah  Chick,  daughter  ^f  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Lord)  Chick,  who  were  members  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  families  of  Maine.  Mrs.  Boynton  was  bom 
at  the  town  of  Parsonsfield,  Maine,  January  24,  1794,  and  died 
at  Freeport,  the  same  State,  February  12,  1882.  Mr.  Boyn- 
ton departed  this  life  early  in  the  eighties,  exact  date  unknown. 
The  following  are  the  names  oi  the  children  bom  to  Joseph 
D.  and  Hannah  Boynton,  to-wit:  Mary  P.  (deceased),  Hannah, 
Frances  A.,  Ammi  L.  (deceased),  Alvira  P.,  Harriet  O.,  Lucy  A., 
Joseph  W.,  Elizabeth  B.,  Caroline  N.,  Philip  H.  and  Martha  E. 
S.  Bo3mton.    Phihp  H.  Boynton  was  raised  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
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received  in  the  district  schools  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education, 
and  later  attended  the  Cornish  high  school  w  here  he  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  tfie  higher  branches  of  learning.  When  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  accepted  a  position  in  a  cotton  factory  at  Saco, 
Maine,  and  after  working  at  the  same  for  one  year,  went  to 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  engaged  as  repairer  of  track  on  the 
Rochester  &  Niagara  Falls  railroad.  In  August,  1852,  he  came 
to  Indiana,  and  for  three  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  what  is  now  the  Wabash  railroad.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  went  to  Indianapolis  where,  for  a  limited  period, 
he  worked  in  the  freight  office  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  railroad,  and 
later  engaged  as  brakeman  for  the  same  company.  For  about 
one  year  he  had  charge  of  the  freight  othce  in  Peru,  Indiana, 
and  then  took  charge  of  an  engine,  running  freight  and  con- 
struction trains  for  About  three  years.  In  December,  i86a,  he 
began  running  a  passenger  engine  on  the  I.,  P.  &  C,  a  position 
he  has  since  filled,  being  at  this  time  one  of  tlie  oldest  and  most 
reliable  engineers  in  Indiana.  An  estimate  of  his  mileage  since 
engaging  as  engineer  would  be  difficult  to  determine,  but  an 
approximati<m  of  die  distance  traversed  in  his  engine  would  be 
equivalent  to  over  forty  trips  around  the  earth.  Mr.  60311- 
ton  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  i860,  to  Miss  Eliza]->eth  Livesav,  of  Virginia, 
w-ho  died  July  i6th  of  the  following  year.  He  married  his 
present  wife,  Mary  J.  Todd,  daughter  of  H.  S.  and  Agnes 
Todd,  of  Rockville,  Indiana,  in  January  1863,  a  union  blessed 
with  one  child,  Charles  J.  Bovnton.  Mr.  Bovnton  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  and  K.  of  H.  fraternities  and  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  cluirch.  Mrs.  Boynton  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  Peru. 

DR.  WILLIAM  H.  BRENTON,  M.  D.,  eldest  son  of  Francis 
and  Mary  (Gilmer)  Brenton,  is  a  native  of  Clarke  Cbunty,  Indiana, 
born  May  2,  1828.  His  grand&ither,  William  Brenton,  w  as  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Indiana,  moving  as  early  as  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century  to  Clarke  County,  of  which  part  of  tlie  State 
Francis  and  Mary  Brenton  were  natives.  The  Doctor  was  raised 
on  a  farm  and  has  early  educational  privileges  were  such  as  the 
public  schools  of  that  day  and  locally  afforded.  During  the  pro- 
gress of  this  primary  course  he  decided  upon  the  medical  pro- 
fession for  a  life  work,  and  at  the  age  of  r6  began  preparing  for  the 
same,  under  the  able  instruction  of  Dr.  Frank  Ta\  lor  of  Westport, 
Kentucky.  Ht;  subsequently  took  a  com  se  of  lectures  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  and  in  1852  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  Indiana  Asbury  University.  Prior  to  that  time  (in  1849)  he 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Taylorville,  Indiana,  and 
after  having  completed  his  collegiate  course  went  to  Metropolis^ 
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Southern  Illinois,  where  he  continued  until  1857.  In  the  meantime, 
with  a  laudable  ambition  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  profession 
he,  in  1853  and  '54  attended  the  St.  Louis  medical  college,  and  sulv 
Sequentlyin  1866  graduated  w  ith  honor  from  liellevue  Hospital  medi- 
cal college,  New  York,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  thorough  medical 
institutions  in  the  United  States.  In  1862  he  joined  the  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  volunteer  infentry  as  first  assistant  surgeon,  in  which 
capacity  he  continued  until  his  resignation  in  1863,  acting  as  surgeon 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  period  of  service.  He  came  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  1857  and  on  leaving  the  army  resumed 
his  professional  duties  in  Peru,  where  he  has  continued  to  enjoy  a 
well  merited  reputation  in  his  calling.  He  is  a  member  of  the  county 
and  district  medical  societies,  and  also  belongs  to  the  State  and 
American  Medical  Assodations.  His  professional  career  has  been 
singularly  successful,  the  reputation  being  awarded  him  as  one  of 
the  most  skillful  surgeons  and  thorough  practitioners  in  Miami 
County.  Although  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  the  Doc- 
tor has  ncrt  been  an  aspirant  for  official  honors,  preferring  lu  gi  \  e  his 
entire  attention  to  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  He  was 
married  December,  185 1,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Bills,  a  native  of 
Louisinna,  but  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Bartholomew  County,  In- 
diana, b\  w  hom  he  had  two  children,  both  deceased.  Mrs.  Brenton 
died  September,  1856.  In  1858  he  married  his  second  wife,  Lucinda 
Marsh,  who  bore  him  two  children,  viz.,  Effie  M.,  deceased,  and 
William  M.,  who  is  at  present  in  the  employ  of  the  Wabash  railroad 
company  at  Peru.  The  Doctor's  third  marriage  was  solemnized  in 
the  year  1879  ^^'^^^  Miss  Loantha  Search,  of  Peru,  a  union  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  three  children,  viz.,  Emma  Mary  M.,  and  John 
H.  Brenton. 

JAMES  M.  BROWN,  prominent  member  of  the  Miami 
County  bar,  is  a  nadve  of  Union  County,  Indiana,  bom  October 

16,  1826.  He  is  the  son  of  Walter  Brown  who  was  born  in 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  Keziah  (Labo\seaux)  Brown,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  English  and 
<Hi  the  motJier's  side  he  is  descended  from  the  Fr^wh.  Waher 
Brown  was  a  prominent  pioneer  of  Union  County,  moving  to 
that  part  of  the  State  in  183O)  where  he  was  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  for  his  many  excellent  qualities.  James  M.  Brown 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  early  life  attended  the  common 
schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  Beech  Grove 
Academy,  an  institution  under  the  control  of  the  Friends  and 
conducted  at  that  time  by  one  William  Haughton.  Until  he 
was  twenty-two  Mr.  Brown  was  variously  occupied  in  attending 
school,  farming  and  teaching.  In  the  fall  of  1848  he  married 
Emily  C.  Willis,  also  a  native  of  Union  County.  For  five  years 
he  continued  teaching,  farming  and  studying,  spending  eighteen 
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months  of  the  time  in  preparing  to  enter  upon  the  practice  o£ 
the  law.  In  the  meantime  he  held  the  office  of  Township  Trus- 
tee for  one  year  in  Preble  County,  Ohio.  He  removed  to  C(mi- 
nersville,  Indiana,  in  1854  ^'^^  ^'^^  purpose  of  completing  lus 
studies,  and  there  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Nelson  Trusler 
and  was  soon  after  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  October,  1855,  Mr. 
Brown  removed  to  Peru,  Indiana,  where  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  one  year  later  effected  a  co-partnership  in 
the  law  with  Orris  Blake,  Esq.    From   1859  1862,  with 

some  intermission,  hf  w;is  associated  in  a  law  partnership  with 
Hon.  James  N.  Tyncr,  e.\-l*ui>tniat.ler-General.  In  the  spring  of 
i860,  Mr,  Brown  was  elected  Mayor  of  Peru,  and  being  three 
times  re-elected  served  for  four  successive  terms.  Immediately 
after  he  was  elected  City  En<rineer,  the  duties  of  which  position 
he  discharj^ed  for  a  period  of  about  eight  years.  He  also  served 
as  School  Trustee  two  years,  and  from  1877  until  1879  was  a 
member  of  the  Peru  City  Council.  He  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  1868  was  connected  with 
G.  I.  Reed  as  part  owner  of  the  Peru  Republtcan^  continuing 
as  associate  editor  of  the  same  the  greater  part  of  the  succeed- 
ing three  years.  Mr.  Brown  is  recognized  by  all  who  know 
him,  as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  upright  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  Possessing  an  extraordinary  fund  of 
exact  information  on  m;my  subjects,  his  qualifications  to  discharge 
with  ability  the  duties  of  each  official  trust  to  which  he  has  been 
called  are  unquestioned.  A  close  student  of  history,  science 
and  ancient  literature,  he  is  also  a  genial,  companionable  gentle- 
man, beloved  by  his  family,  and  honored  and  respected  by  his 
friends.  His  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  two 
dlildren,  viz:  Benjamin  and  Mar\  E.  Brown. 

GEORGE  W.  CHAMBERLAIN,  contractor  and  builder  and 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Chamberlain,  natives  of  New 
jersey,  was  born  in  that  state  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1822.  He 
was  reared  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  until  his  fourteenth  year,  at 
which  time  (1836)  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  where  one  year  later  he  began  working  at  the  carpenter's 
trade.  He  soon  acquired  great  proficiency  in  his  chosen  calling 
and  worked  at  the  same  at  different  places  until  1S5T.  wlien  he 
came  to  Peru,  where  he  has  since  followed  the  trade  with  success 
and  financial  profit  He  is  at  this  time  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  principally  in  Peru  and  Miami  County,  and  some  of  the 
most  elegant  residences  and  business  houses  ki  the  ci^  and  adja- 
cent country  were  erected  under  his  personal  supervision.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  an  intelligent  mechanic,  and,  with  his  family,  pos- 
sesses in  an  eminent  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens.   His  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Morrison,  of  Pennsyl- 
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of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of 
two  children,  viz:  George  R.,  and  Nellie  Chamberlain. 

GEORGE  R.  CHAMBERLAIN,  teller  First  National  Bank, 
was  bom  in  Peru,  Indiana,  August  4,  1854,  George.  W.  and 

Margaret  (Morrison)  Chamberlain.  He  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools,  which  he  attended  until  his  sixteenth  year,  completing  the 
High  School  course  in  1870.  He  then  engaged  as  clerk  in  the 
mercantile  house  of  J.  S.  Half,  Pt.ru,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
one  year,  severing  his  connection  with  the  dry  goods  business  at  the 
end  of  that  time  and  engaging  February  17,  1872,  as  book-keeper 
in  the  First  National  Bank.  In  May,  1881,  he  was  promoted  teller, 
the  duties  of  which  responsible  position  he  has  since  discharged 
in  a  manner  eminently  satisfactory  to  his  employers.  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain is  an  accomplished  business  man,  enjoys  thtj  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  has  before  him  a 
future  fraught  with  much  promise.  He  is  a  member  of  die  K.  of 
P.  order,  and  politicallv  votes  with  die  Republican  party. 

DAVID  CHARTERS  (deceased)  was  a  native  of  Lewis- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  and  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Comfort) 
Charters,  parents  natives  of  the  same  state.  The  family  moved 
to  ACami  County,  Indiana,  in  1846  and  settled  on  a  farm  two 
miles  west  of  Peru,  where  the  mother  died  in  1873  and  the 
&ther  in  i865«  David  Charters  was  bom,  January  24,  182 1,  wa^ 
reared  a  farmer  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life. 
He  came  to  Miami  County  in  1846  and  from  that  time  until 
his  death  lived  upon  the  beautiful  home  place  west  of  Peru. 
He  was  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  as  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  he  was  several  times  chosen  by  the 
people  of  Miami  to  pomtions  of  trust,  in  all  of  which  he  acquit- 
ted himself  with  such  commendable  fidelity  that  no  one  was 
ever  known  to  utter  a  breath  of  suspicion  against  his  official 
record.  During  the  war  and  for  several  years  thereafter,  he 
served  as  Ooun^  Commissioner  and  in  1874  elected  to  rep- 
resent Miami  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  his  business  trans- 
actions he  was  uniformly  successful  and  as  a  farmer  he  stood 
among  the  tirst  in  the  county.  On  the  24th  dav  of  October, 
1852  he  was  married  to  Eliza  Long,  daughter  of  John  and  EHzabeth 
(Tingle)  Long,  of  Delaware.  Mrs.  Charters  was  bom  in  Eaton, 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  mne  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  to-wit:  William,  Juniata,  MiiHin,  Emmet^ 
Margaret,  Lafayette  and  Charle  Charters.  The  deceased  mem- 
bers of  the  fami]^•  were  Sarah  and  Catharine.  Mr.  Charters 
died  on  the  iith  day  of  March,  1882.  His  widow  and  several 
of  the  children  still  reside  upon  the  home  place,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  improved  farms  in  Peru  Township. 

JOSEPH  C.  CLYMER,  Coun^  Treasurer,  was  bom  in  Jef- 
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lenon  Township,  Afiami  County,  March  15,  1847.  His  pater- 
nal  ancestors  were  Pennsylvanians,  his  grandfather,  Christian 
Clymer,  emigrating  from  that  State  in  an  early  day  to  Warren 
County,  Oliio,  where  he  hved  until  his  removal  to  >Iiami  County, 
about  the  year  1834.  He,  with  his  son  Levi  Clymer,  fother  of 
subject,  settled  near  Mexico,  Jefferson  Township,  and  was  among 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  section.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  died  sometime  in  the  latter  part  of  the  forties.  Levi  Cly- 
mer was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  January  15,  181 1.  He 
was  a  resident  of  Jefferson  Township,  this  county,  until  the  year 
1848,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Ulay  Township,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  is  one  of  Miami  County's  representative  farmers 
and  a  man  widely  and  favorablv  known  for  his  many  sterling  quali- 
ties. Subject's  mother,  Elizabeth  Clymer,  was  the  daughter  of 
Henry  Kirb^-,  one  of  the  early  and  substantial  citizens  of  Warren 
County,  Ohio.  She  departed  tliis  life  at  her  home  in  Clay  Town- 
ship, in  the  year  i87<S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clymer,  were  the  paroits  of 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  Joseph  C,  being  the 
youngest  son  of  the  family.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Clay  Township,  acquired  in  the  common  schools  a  practical  education 
and  subsequeniK-  attended  the  Peru  High  School  and  the  Valpa- 
*  raiso  Normal  College.  He  began  life  as  a  farmer  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1881,  at  which  time  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Deputy  County  Treasurer,  under  E.  Humrickhouse,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  for  a  period  of  four  years.  In  the  mean-^ 
time,  1884,  he  was  nominated  bv  the  Democratic  party  as  a  candi- 
date for  that  office,  and  at  the  ensuing  election  received  a  large 
majority  of  the  county  vote,  a  fact  which  attested  his  great  popu- 
larity with  the  peopiie.  He  having  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
responsible  trust  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  to  all  he  was 
in  1886  re-elected  and  is  now  entering  upon  upon  his  second  term. 
Mr.  Clymer  is  an  intelligent,  thoroughly  well  posted  business  man, 
and  his  career  has  been  a  marked  success.  He  was  married  January 
21, 1885,  to  MBss  £nuna,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Maria  Miller,  oiE 
Miami  County. 

JUDGE  ALBERT  COLE  (deceased)  was  born  May  13, 
1790,  at  Berlin  Connecticut.  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Lucy 
(^Deming)  Cole.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  1801. 
Albert,  then  eleven  years  old,  went  to  live  with  his  oldest  brother, 
who  was  also  a  farmer,  and  until  the  age  of  fifteen  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  during  the  winters.  He  spent  the  interval  between  fif- 
teen and  twenty  in  learning  tanning  and  shoe-making  at  ISIeriden, 
Connecticut.  Illness  obliging  him  to  give  up  his  trade,  he  engaged 
one  year  in  selling  notions  through  the  country.  In  1812,  he  decided 
to  go  to  Mississippi,  where  he  -had  an  older  brother  living.  He  hav- 
ing reached  his  destination  he  remained  one  year,  a  part  of  the  time 
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assisting  his  brother  in  a  saw  mill — on  account  of  sickness,  which  he 
could  not  throw  off,  he  purchased  a  ponv  at  New  Orleans  and 
started  North  by  land — there  bein^^  at  lliat  lime  only  one  steamer 
on  the  Western  Waters.  After  a  long  and  tedious  journey,  during 
which  he  passed  through  the  possessions  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  Nations,  he  reached  a  white  settlement  near  Columbia, 
Tennessee,  where,  owinjr  to  a  severe  illness,  he  was  oblit^ed  to 
remain  four  weeks.  In  the  fall  of  181 3,  he  reached  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  remained  there  until  the  following  spring.  In  the  mean- 
time news  came  that  peace  had  been  declared  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  After  leaving  Cincinnati  Mr.  Cole 
returned  to  Connecticut.  There  in  September,  1814,  he  married 
Mary  Galpin,  and  started  for  the  west.  lie  ptirchased  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  as  a  farmer,  tanner  and 
,  shoemaker,  he  remained  until  1833.  That  year  by  means  of  a  four 
horse  wagon — ^probable  among  tilie  first  seen  in  that  section,  he 
transferred  his  family  first  to  Goshen,  Indiana,  and  afterwards,  July, 
18^4,  to  Peru,  in  the  same  State.  Miami  County  had  then  been 
recently  organi/ed  and  Peru  selected  as  the  County  Seat.  Con- 
siderable enterprise  had,  however,  been  manifevSted  in  the 
construction  of  the  Wabasli  and  Erie  canal,  the  laying  out  of 
town  lots,  etc.  Soon  after  going  to  Peru  Mr.  Cfole  -  formed  " 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  D.  R.  Bearss,  carried  on  a  general 
mercantile  business  for  one  j'ear  and  erected  a  store  house.  At  the 
^end  of  that  time  the  tirm  dissolved.  Mr.  Cole  taking  his  share  of 
the  goods  to  Lewisburg  on  the  canal  where  he  put  up  some  log 
buildings,  and  sold  goods  for  another  year.  He  then  returned  to 
Peru  and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  about  nx  years, 
after  which  in  1848  he  was  elected  postmaster,  which  office  he 
held  till  185  I  and  then  retired  to  a  farm  which  he  purchased  in  an 
earlv  day  just  north  of  the  citv.  After  the  death  of  bis  wife  who 
had  been  a  faithful  companion  for  forty  years,  iie  returned  to 
Peru,  having  disposed  of  his  farm,  and  invested  his  capital  in  dty 
property.  Judge  Cole  was  a  Whig  during  the  existence  of  that 
party  and  after  its  dissolution  identified  himself  in  the  Republican 
party,  voting  the  latter  ticket  until  his  death.  lie  was  elected 
Judge  at  the  August  election  in  1840,  when  the  circuit  was  com- 
posed of  a  President  judge,  elected  by  the  Legislature  and  two 
associate  judges,  from  each  county,  chosen  by  the  people.  He  was 
United  States  Commissioner  under  President  Harrison,  for  distribu- 
tion of  Surplus  Revenue.  In  1857  he  married  Mrs.  McCleary,  of 
Zanesville,  Ohio.  Judge  Cole  had  six  children  by  his  first  wife, 
namely:  Emma  A.,  now  Mrs.  D.  R.  Bearss,  Alphonso  A., deceased, 
Lucy,  wife  of  Lewis  D.  Adkison,  Mary  L.,  the  late  Mrs.  James  T. 
Miller,  James  O.,  and  Ellen,  wife  of  H.  G.  Fetter.  Mr.  Cole  died 
November,  1878. 
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RICHARD  H.  COLE,  of  the  Miami  County  SeiUinel  and  one 
of  the  proprietoVs  of  the  Cole  Block,  was  born  in  this  city,  Nov. 
26,  1S53;  son  of  Hon.  Alphonso  and  vSarah  II.  (Henton  )  Cole,  and 
is  of  English  extraction.  His  father  was  born  near  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
December,  25,  1818.  He  came  to  Miami  County  in  1834.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a  lawyer  and  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Afiami  County  Bar.  In  1847  and  '48,  and  in  1849  and '50,  ^  i^P* 
resented  this  county  in  the  Indiana  Le«:jislatiire.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  prominent  men  of  this  county.  His  death  occurred 
August  4,  1862.  Our  subject  is  the  elder  of  two  living  children. 
After  graduating  at  the  Peru  Hieh  School,  he  was  a  student  for 
two  years  at  the  University  of  ffiinois,  located  at  Champaign.  In 
1876  he  was  elected  Surveyor  of  Miami  County,  and  in  t88i  was 
elected  City  Engineer  of  Peru.  In  1879  ho  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  Miami  County  Sentinel^  and  with  which  he  is  now 
connected.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a  member  of  the  K. 
of  p.  fraternity  of  this  city.  He  was  married  November  15,  1882, 
to  Miss  Belle  M.  Talbot,  of  this  city,  bom  March  15,  t86o.  Mr. 
Cole  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  this  county. 

HARVEY  COMER,  gunsmith,  was  bom  in  Allen  County 
Indiana,  May,  30,  1846  and  is  the  tifth  child  of  James  and  Sarah 
E.  (SomersJ  Comer,  natives  of  Virginia,  James  Comer  moved 
to  in^ana  m  an  early  day  and  setSecf  in  Allen  County  prior  to 
the  founding  of  the  City  of  Ft.  Wayne.  He  was  a  cooper  by 
trade  but  after  moving  to  Indiana  engaged  in  farming  which  he 
carried  on  until  his  death  in  1875.  Mrs.  Comer  is  still  living  on 
the  home  place  in  Allen  County  having  reached  a  ripe  old  age. 
Harvey  Cbmer  was  raised  on  a  form,  enjoyed  such  educational 
advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the  common  schools  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  began  life  for  himself  in  the  employ  of  the  I. 
P.  &  C.  rail  road  company  at  Peru.  He  worked  in  the  shops 
here  until  1S73  at  which  time  he  took  up  his  present  trade,  that 
of  gunsmitli  and  alter  following  the  same  for  some  time  in 
Peru,  went  to  Terre  Haute.  He  soon  returned  to  Peru,  where, 
since  1874,  he  has  ceen  actively  engaged  at  his  vocatioii,  and  is 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  verj'  prosperous  business.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  National  Union  Orders  and  is  in 
every  respect  an  honorable  and  trustworthy  citizen.  On  the  15th 
day  of  April,  1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Enmia 
Marshall,  daughter  of  John  Marshall,  of  Peru. 

GODLOVE  CONRADT,  native  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
and  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  Conradt,  was  born  on  the  loth  day 
ofjulv,  1834.  When  four  years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  the  United  States,  and  from  1840  until  1845  lived  in 
Springfield,  Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  The  fomilymovcMdtoAfiami 
County,  Indiana,  the  latter  year,  and  setded  in  Peru,  where  the 
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father  for  a  numbt  r  of  years  carried  on  a  successful  tannery  busi- 
ness. The  parents  both  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1870.  God- 
love  Conradt  received  in  the  common  schools  a  practical  education, 
and  at  an  early  age  learned  the  tanning  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  his  twentieth  year.  He  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi^ 
nes8,  opening  a  leather  and  shoe-findings  store  in  Peru,  which  he 
carried  on  in  connection  with  the  tannery,  operating  the  latter  with 
encouraij^inpf  success  until  18S4.  In  addition  to  his  private  enter- 
prises, Mr.  Conradt  has  at  different  times  been  called  to  till  positions 
of  trust,  the  first  of  which  was  that  of  Township  Clerk,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  i860.  He  was  subsequently  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Citv  School  Board,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  discharrjed 
in  a  manner  hi^hh'  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  for  a  period  of  nine 
years.  In  his  business  ventures  Mr.  Conradt  has  been  successful, 
and  at  this  time,  in  addition  to  other  property,  owns  a  valuable  tract 
of  200  acres  of  land  in  Deer  Creek  township.  On  the  27th  day  of 
December,  1857,  he  married  l^Gss  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Smith,  of  Germany,  a  marriage  blessed  with  the  birth  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom,  Matilda,  Fred  and  Albert,  are  living.  Mr. 
Conradt  is  Uberal  in  his  political  views  in  State  and  National  affairs, 
voting  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  part} ,  and  in  local  matters 
voting  for  the  man  best  qualified  for  the  position.  Mrs.  Conradt  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Peru. 

JONATHAN  D.  COX,  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
December  9,  18 18,  being  the  third  son  of  David  J.  and  Rosina 
(Bakej  Co.x,  native  of  Monmouth  County',  New  Jersey. 
The  rather  of  Mr.  Cox  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  in  1826 
came  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana.  lie  was  born  in  1792  and  died 
in  1837.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Cox  died  in  1836.  The  subject  of  this 
biography,  received  a  common  school  education.  He  came  to  Miami 
County  in  1837,  and  for  some  years  worked  on  a  farm  and  later 
clerked  in  a  st<Mre.  In  i8jx>  he,  in  partnership  with  Richard  Miller, 
started  a  general  store  at  Pawpaw.  He  continued  this  business  for 
four  years  and  then  engaged  in  farming.  February  2,  1842,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  Richard  Miller,  who  died  in  1848.  By 
that  marriage  were  born  two  children,  Wni.  II.  and  Alplionso  C. 
Mr.  Co.x  was  married  again  February  12,  1850  to  Miss  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Col.  William  M.  Reybum,  (deceased),  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Miami  County.  They  have  two  children,  viz: 
Charles  R.  and  Horace  G.  Mrs.  Cox  died  in  1856.  Mr.  Cox  was 
married  again  in  1859  to  Miss  Jennie  Thornburg,  a  native  of  Wavne 
Counl\ .  Indiana.  By  this  union  they  ha\  e  one  child,  Jessie  B.  i^Ir. 
Cox  removed  to  Peru  in  1856.  In  1857  he  engaged  in  the  stove, 
tinware  and  lumber  business.  This  business  he  continued  one  year 
and  then  again  engaged  in  the  a  <^n  i cultural  pursuits  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1885,  when  he  retired  from  active  life.   In  1867  he  was 
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appointed  Assessor  for  Miami  County  of  Internal  Revenue.  In  1868 
he  was  elected  to  represent  Miami  County  in  tiie  General  Assem- 
bly of  It\diaiia.  He  was  re-eleeted  to  the  same  office  in  1870.  He 
is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  iraternity. 

HON.JABEZ  T.  COX.  The  gentleman  whose  biograph- 
ical  sketch  is  herewith  presented,  was  bom  in  Clinton  County, 
Oiiio,  Januarv  27,  1846.  His  parents,  Aaron  and  Marv  (Skej^gs) 
Cox,  were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  the  father 
of  English-Welsh,  and  the  mother  of  German  lineage.  Jabez 
T.  Cox,  in  early  life  attended  the  common  schools  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  Westfield  Academy,  an  educational  institu- 
tion under  charge  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  VV^estfield,  Ind., 
in  which  he  pursued  liis  literary  studies  for  a  period  of 
four  years.  Having  early  decided  upon  the  legal  profession  as 
his  life  work,  he,  in  1865  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late 
Hon.  N.  R.  Overman,  of  Tipton,  Indiana,  under  whose  instruc- 
tions he  continued  until  his  admission  to  the  bar,  a  little  later, 
and  with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the  practice  which 
lasted  from  1867  till  1869.  In  the  latter  year  he  abandoned 
the  law  for  a  time  and  entered  the  field  of  journalism  as  editor  of 
the  Frankfort  Cresceni^  of  which  paper  he  was  proprietor  until 
187 1,  when  he  returned  to  Tipton  and  again  took  up  the  legal 
profession  with  his  former  partner,  Judge  Overman.  From  1871, 
till  1875  he  practiced  with  marked  success  in  the  courts  of  Tipton 
and  adjoining  coundes,  but  in  the  latter  year  owing  to  liis  wife's 
ill  health  disposed  of  his  interest  in  Indiana  and  removed  to  Hutch- 
inson, Kansas,  In  that  state  he  soon  acquired  more  than  a  local, 
reputation,  as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  in  1878  he  was  nominated 
on  the  Democratic  state  ticket  for  the  othce  of  Attorney  General. 
Although  defeated  at  the  ensuing  election,  the'  Democratic  party  in 
Kansas  oeing  in  a  hopd^  minority,  yet,  when  tiie  vote  was  canvassed 
it  was  fowid  that  he  had  run  3,500  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Owing  to 
continued  ill  heath  of  his  wife  he  shortly  afterw  ai  d  left  Kansas  and 
went  to  Colorado  where  he  remained  until  1883  when  he  r<?turned 
to  Indiana  and  located  in  Peru,  where  he  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  politics  Mr.  Cox  has 
always  been  a  prcmounced  Democrat,  believing  earnestly  in  his  politi- 
cal convictions.  In  1886  he  received  the  nomination  for  Representa- 
tive to  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature  and  after  a  bril- 
liant canvass  defeated  his  competitor  by  a  very  decided  majority. 
Mr.  Cox's  legal  career  presents  a  series  of  continual  successes  and 
his  acknowledged  familiarity  with  the  principles  of  law,  and  thor- 
oughly independent  cast  of  his  mind  make  him  a  safe  and  trusted 
counselor.  He  has  a  military  as  well  professional  career,  entering 
the  service  of  his  country  in  1864  as  private  in  Company  B,  136th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  serving  with  the  same  until  honorably  dis- 


Digitized  by  Google 


410 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


charged  at  the  dose  of  the  war.    He  is  prominently  identified  with 

the  G.  A,  R.  and  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternities.  He  married  his  first 
wife.  Miss  Jennie  Price,  of  Tipton,  Indiana,  in  1867.  She  died  in 
Colorado  in  the  spring  of  1882.  Two  children  were  born  to  the 
marriage,  viz:  Edward  E.  and  Inez.  His  second  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  the  year  1884  with  Miss  Lizzie  Meinhardt,  of  Peru, 
who  has  borne  him  one  child,  Carl  M.  Cox. 

GEORGE  A.  CROWELL,  retired  business  man  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Peru,  is  a  nalivt-  nf  Jefffrson  County,  Virginia,  bom 
there  June  25,  1820,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Link)  Crowell, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  V^irginia,  respectively,  and  of  English- 
Scotch  and  Irish-German  ancestry.  His  early  school  experience 
embraced  the  studies  appertaining  to  the  educational  course  pre- 
•  sented  by  the  usages  of  those  days  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  to 
which  he  moved  with  his  parents  when  but  seven  3*ears  of  ar^e. 
He  was  raised  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  remained  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  after  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  began  life  for 
himself  as  derk  in  a  mercantile  house  m  the  town  of  Fremont,  Ohio. 
He  continued  in  the  capacity  of  salesman  at  the  above  place  until 
1843  and  in  1845  came  to  Peru,  Indiana,  to  take  charge  of  a  stock 
of  ^oods  for  Sanford  E.  Main,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  a 
period  of  about  one  and  a  half  years.  From  the  time  of  severing 
his  connection  with  Mr.  Main,  up  to  1850,  he  clerked  for  different 
parties,  but  in  the  latter  year  effected  a  co-partnership  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  with  William  Smith,  which  lasted  untU  1855. 
He  purchased  his  partner's  stock  that  \  ear  and  conducted  a  sue- 
diessral  business  until  1876,  at  which  date  he  retired  from  active  life, 
having  by  diligent  and  judicious  management  accumulated  a  hand- 
some competence  in  the  meantime.  In  addition  to  his  large  busi- 
ness interests,  Mr.  Crowell  always  took  an  active  part  in  all  the 
enterprises  for  the  cit\ 's  welfare  and  wjis  several  times  elected  its 
treasurer,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged  in  an  eminenllv 
salisfactorv  manner.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  inauguraiiiig 
the  street  improvements  of  Peru,  in  which  he  encountered  much  op- 
position, and  also  brought  the  first  plate  glass  store  front  to  the  city, 
besides  introducing  a  number  of  other  modern  improvements.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  internal  improvement  of  the  countr\-.  and 
to  him,  more  than  to  anv  other  niaiu  is  (hie  the  credit  of  securing;  and 
building  up  of  the  present  efficient  turnpike  sy  stem  of  Miami  County. 
At  this  time  he  is  Superintendent  of  the  following  roads,  to-wit: 
Peru  and  Mexico,  Peru  and  Santa  Fe,  and  Peru  and  IVGssissinewa 
Turnpikes,  and  their  present  superior  condition  is  largely  owing  to 
his  careful  and  judicious  management.  In  the  year  1869  he  was 
appointed  special  Indian  agent  for  the  Miamis  of  Indiana  and  the 
Eel  River  bands  of  Miamis,  and  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  same  until  1876.   Mr.  Crowell  was  married  in  May  185 1,  to 
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MaiT  A.  Stede,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Steele,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  ftuami  County.  Mrs.  Crowell  was  bom  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  is  still  living.  Of  the  four  duldren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cro- 
well, but  one,  Alice  O.,  is  livlnir  at  this  time.  The  following  are 
names  of  the  of  the  children,  (K  cc  used,  to-wit:  Mary  C..  George 
G.  and  Byron  F.  Throughout  a  long  and  active  lite,  during  which 
he  passed  through  many  vicissitudes,  Mr.  Crowett*s  ruling  ele- 
ments have  been  industry'  and  honesty,  qualities  which  ha\  e  made 
themselves  apparent  to  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  in  a 
business  capacity  or  otherwise.  And  now  in  the  sixty-seventh 
year  of  his  age,  he  is  still  an  energetic,  wide  awake  citizen,  in  pos- 
session of  all  his  faculties  and  enjoying  the  full  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  his  friends  and  acquaintances.  His  portrait  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

PHILIP  Q.  CURRAN,  merchant  tailor,  was  bom  in  the 
City  of  Qnebec,  Canada,  July  12,  1829,  and  is  the  third  son  of 
Patrick  and  Mary  Curran,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland,  and 
Scodand.  Mr.  Currants  early  life  was  passed  in  his  native  city, 
in  the  schools  of  which  he  received  the  rudiments  of  an  English 
education.  It  may  be  said  with  propriety  that  he  is  not  an  edu- 
cated man  in  the  accepted  meaning  of  that  term,  yet  thoroughly 
skilled  in  the  details  of  jiraclical  business,  such  as  is  acquired 
only  by  the  experience  of  }ears  and  the  active  observations  of 
well  developed  common  sense.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  appren- 
ticed himself  to  leam  the  tailor's  trade,  and  after  serving  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  during  w  liich  time  he  acquired  great  pro- 
ficiency, began  workin;'-  for  himself  in  the  city  of  Troy,  New 
York.  From  there  in  1848  he  went  to  Massachusetts,  and 
located  at  the  dty  of  Oieshire,  where  he  opened  his  first  shop, 
and  where  he  continued  with  encouraging  success  for  a  period 
,  of  three  years.  He  subsequently  worked  in  various  places,  and, 
in  1854,  experiencing  a  desire  to  move  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
the  Eastern  States,  went  to  Detroit.  Michigan,  in  which  city  he 
was  cutter  in  a  large  tailoring  establishment  until  the  spring  of 
1858.  He  then  removed  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  he  followed 
cutting  principally  until  1866,  at  which  time  he  located  in  Ander- 
son, Indiana,  where  he  carried  on  a  successful  business  until  he 
n  inoved  to  Peru  in  1873.  On  locating  in  this  city  he  at  once 
took  high  rank  as  a  cutter,  and  continued  that  branch  of  the 
trade  until  1878,  in  the  spring  of  which  year  he  opened  a 
business  of  his  own,  which  he  has  since  successfully  operated. 
Mr.  Curran  Is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  man,  always  alive  to  the 
interests  of  his  business  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  city. 
He  has  a  large  and  lucrati^c  patronage,  and  the  businesis,  now 
conducted  under  the  tirm  tiame  of  Curran  &  Co.,  is  the  leading 
tailoring  establishment  in  the  dty,   Mr.  Curran  has  a  militaiy  as 
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well  as  a  business  record,  of  which  he  feels  deservedly  proud. 
He  entered  the  army  August,  1861,  enluting  in  the  For^-sev-  • 
enth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  with  the  same  until  honorably 
discharged  October,  1864.    He  went  into  the  service  as  first 

sergeant,  but  earl}  in  1864  was  promoted  captain,  a  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  discharge.  In  politics  Mr.  Curran  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  asked 
official  position  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow-dtizens.  He  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Masonic  fraternities,  having  taken  a  number 
of  degrees  in  the  latter,  including  that  of  Sir  Knight.  On  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1850,  was  solemnized  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Ellen  Brazee,  of  Canada,  a  union  blessed  with  the  birth  of  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom — Philip  H.  and  James  W. — are 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curran  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Peru. 

WILLIAM  F.  DALY,  lumber  inspector  for  Indiana  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  was  born  in  North  Bridgejiort,  Fairfield 
County,  Connecticut,  on  the  25ih  day  of  September,  1842.  His 
feither,  Dennis  Daly,  was  a  native  of  North  Ireland,  and  his  mother, 
Alvira  (French)  Daly,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Daly's  parents  dying  when  he  was  quite  young,  early  threw 
him  upon  his  own  resources  and  he  made  his  first  start  in  life  as 
a  boot  black.  This  employment  he  subsequently  abandoned  for 
mechanical  pursuits,  engaging  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  carriage  making,  which  he  followed  in  his  native  dty 
until  the  breakmg  out  of  the  war.  In  September,  1861,  he  en- 
tered the  armv,  enlisting-  in  Compan\-  I.  Sixth  Rt^i^nnient  Connec- 
ticut Infantry,  with  which  he  scr\ rd  until  honorably  discharged 
three  years  later.  During  his  period  of  service  Mr.  Daly  took 
part  in  a  number  of  engagements,  among  whidi  were  the  follow- 
ing: Fort  Wagner^  Mackey's  Point,  siege  of  Port  Pulaski, 
seiges  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  all  the  battles  around 
Charleston,  Alosta,  Fla.,  and  Drury  Bluff,  City  Point,  Deep 
Bottom,  Pittsburgh  and  others  of  the  Virginia  campaigns.  On 
leaving  the  army  he  returned  to  Bridgeport  and  resumed  his  trade 
imtil  1866,  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Wheeler  & 
Wilson  sewing  machine  company,  in  their  shops  in  that  city.  Two 
years  later  he  took  charge  of  the  wood-work  department  in  the 
Howe  machine  shops  at  Bridgeport,  and  continued  as  foreman  of 
the  same  until  promoted  superintendent  of  the  company's  shops 
at  Peru,  Indiana,  in  187 1.  He  was  identified  with  the  shops  here 
until  1875,  when  he  became  foreman  of  the  Muhlfield  wagon 
and  dimension  works,  Peru,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  dis- 
charged until  1880.  In  the  latter  vear  he  engaged  with  the  In- 
diana manufacturing  company,  with  which  he  lias  since  been 
identified,  holding  at  this  time  the  responsible  position  of  lumber 
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inspector.  Mr.  Daly  is  a  public  spirited  citizen,  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  and  has  been  his  party's  candidate  for  dilicrcnt 
official  positions.  He  served  in  the  Common  Council  of  Peru, 
and  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body  bore  a  conspicuous  part. 
He  bflonfjs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  Masonic,  Roxal  Arcanum,  and  K. 
of  H.  orders;  in  politics,  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  On  the 
25th  of  September,  1873,  he  married  Miss  Hattie  M.  Scott, 
daughtor  of  Aaron  B.  Sa>tt,  a  uni<»i  Messed  widi  the  Inrth  of 
two  children,  one  of  which,  Nellie,  bom  September  23,  1877,  ia 
living. 

GEORGE  W.  DEIHERT,  assistant  jreneral  foreman  of  the 
Wabash  shops,  canu-  to  Miami  County  in  Mav,  1854.  Was  born  Octo- 
ber 28, 1833,  in  Schuylkill  County,  Penn^  lvania,  and  is  the  second  son 
of  Jacob  and  Rosanna  ^immemuin'^  l5etbert,  natives  of  Pennsyl> 
vania,  who  migrated  to  Indiana  in  1854  and  located  in  Peru.  The 
father,  who  was  by  trade  a  carpenter,  died  in  March,  188 1,  and  the 
mother  and  brother — Albert — in  1854.  soon  after  their  arrival  in 
Indiana.  The  subject  returned  to  his  native  county,  and  on  the  14th 
of  February',  1857,  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta  Wervert,  a  native 
of  Schuylkill  CounW,  Pennsylvania,  of  German  origin.  They  were 
blest  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living — 
John,  Frank,  Florence,  Georgie  (girl),  and  Philip  (deceased). 
In  May,  1867,  the  subject  returned  to  Peru  and  worked  at  the  car- 
penter trade,  which  he  learned  when  a  boy.  In  the  fall  of  1868, 
engaged  witii  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  R.  R.  in  the  car  department,  and  con- 
tinued until  June,  1872,  when  he  assumed  charge  of  that  depart- 
ment. He  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  also  an  Encampment  Odd 
Fellow,  and  was  elected  by  the  Republicans  to  the  City  Council,  serv- 
ing from  1880  to  1884. 

REV.  HERMAN  H.  DIEMER,  pastor  St.  John's  Luthem 
Church,  Peru,  and  son  of  Christain  Diemer,  is  a  native  of 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  bom  on  the  26th  day  of  October, 
1851.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age  his  parents 
left  their  native  country  for  America,  but  before  the  com- 
pletion of  the  voyajyje  the  mother  died  and  was  buried  in  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  father  died  shordy  after  reach, 
ing  the  United  States,  and  Herman,  thus  early  left  an  orphan, 
was  sent  to  Perry  County,  Missouri,  where,  until  his  thirteenth  year, 
he  attended  school  at  the  town  of  Attenburgh.  In  1869,  he  entered 
Concordia  College,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  which  institution  he 
pursued  his  studies  for  a  period  of  si.v  years  wilii  the  object  of  the 
ministry  in  view.   After  securing  a  thoroughly  classical  education 


which  he  attended  three  years,  completing  the  prescribed  course  in 
that  time.  In  1874  he  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  his  sacred 
calling  at  Elkhart,  Indiana,  being  the  first  minister  of  the  L.utheran 


he  entered  Concordia  Theological 


Missouri, 
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Church  to  prodaim  the  guspei  in  that  city.  He  remained  at  Elk- 
hart until  1877,  at  which  time  he  went  to  Fultoo  County,  Ohio, 

where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  pastoral  work  until  1883,  moving 
to  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  the  latter  year  and  remaining  there  until  the 
spring  of  1884,  when  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  St.  John's  Church, 
Peru,  Indiana.  Rev,  Mr.  Diemer  is  a  popular  pastor  and  eioq^uent 
and  forcible  pulpit  orator,  and  since  locating  in  this  aty  has  made 
many  warm  friends  irrespective  of  church  and  creed.  He  was  mar- 
ried July  6th,  1876,  to  Margaret  Schuster,  a  union  blessed  with  four 
children,  viz. :  Emma,  Gerhart,  Paul  and  Martin. 

AARON  N.  DUKES.  The  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  and 
son  of  William  and  Matilda  (McKim)  Dukes,  the  father  bom  in 
Maryland,  and  the  mother  in  tlie  State  of  Ohio.  On  the  father's 
side  he  is  desceiidecl  from  Englisli  anci'Stors,  his  grandfather, 
Isaac  Dukes,  emigrating  from  England  to  the  United  States  in  an 
early  day  and  settling  in  Maryland..  William  Dukes  in  early  life 
moved  to  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  alternately  engaged  in  merchandising,  milling  and 
agricultural  pursuits.  Me  subsequendy  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
that  part  of  the  State,  and  in  1846  moved  to  Miami  Count v, 
locating  near  the  village  of  Gilead,  where  he  lived  until  he  re- 
moved to  a  beautiful  farm  adjoining  the  cit\  of  Peru,  several 
years  later.  He  was  a  prominent  fanner  and  stock  raiser,  and 
deserves  mention  as  one  of  liie  successful  men  of  his  adopted 
count  v.  His  death  occurred  in  the  vear  187S.  His  wife,  Matilda 
Dukes,  was  the  daugliter  of  William  and  Jane  McKim,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  from  Ireland  about  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century.  It  is  related  that  on  the  voyage  to  the  new 
world,  the  vessel  on  which  they  sailed  encountered  a  terrific 
storm,  which  for  a  time  threatened  the  complete  destruction  of 
all  on  board.  The  sails  were  riddled  and  torn  b^'  the  tierce  gale, 
and  m  order  to  mend  them  Mrs.  McKim  spun  threads  on  a  little 
spinning  wheel  which  she  was  bringing  over  with  her,  the  Cap- 
tain holding  the  wheel  and  Mr.  Mc^m  holding  the  chair  in  which 
she  sat.  By  this  means  the  sails  were  repaired,  and  in  due  time 
the  vessel  was  enabled  to  proceed  on  its  course  in  safety.  Wil- 
liam McKim  settled  near  Chillicothe,  Oliio,  but  subsequentlv 
emigrated  to  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  where  he  lived  undl 
his  removal  to  Miami  County,  about  the  year  1855.  ^^'"^^  ^ 

farmer  by  occupation  and  died  in  the  count}^  in  1862.  His  wife 
survived  him  about  eight  years,  departing  this  life  in  1870*  Mrs. 
Dukes,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  at  her  home  near  Peru 
in  1874.  '^^^^  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  born  to 
William  and  Matilda  Dukes,  viz:  A.  N.,  Levi,  L}dia,  wife  of 
Oliver  Wilson,  Jane,  wife  of  John  McRea,  Mary,  wife  of  Mir. 
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Parmley,  Emma,  wife  of  James  Pugh,  John,  and  PriscOla,  wife  of 
Dr.  Frank  Black.   Aaron  N.  Dukes  was  bom  on  the  37th  day 

of  October,  1S34;  accompanied  his  parents  to  Miami  County  in 
1846,  and  has  hwn  one  of  its  most  successful  and  hi/^hly  esteemed 
citizens  ever  since.  He  attended  the  public  schools  durin;^'  winter 
seasons,  where  he  acquired  a  ^ood  practical  education,  and  when 
out  of  school  improved  his  time  working  on  the  farm,  early 
acquainting  himself  with  the  details  of  that  useful  occupation. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  seventeenth  year,  at  which 
time  he  abandoned  agricultural  pursuits  and  accepted  the  position  of 
salesman  in  the  mercantile  houiic  of  E.  II.  Shirk,  Peru,  in  which 
capacity  he  continued  one  year,  effecting  a  co-partnership  with  his 
employer  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  a  general  store  at  the  town  of 
Gilead.  After  remaining  in  the  latter  place  about  two  }'ears  he  dis- 
posed  of  his  interest;  and  in  1S56  removed  to  Mankiito.  Minnesota, 
where  until  1862  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising,  milling  and 
dealing  in  real  estate,  retaining  his  connection  with  Mr.  Shirk  in  the 
meantime.  He  returiMd  to  Peru,  Ind..  in  the  latter  year  and  from 
that  date  until  1865  was  a  partner  of  Mr.  Shirk  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business,  their  house  during  that  period  being  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  successful  of  the  kind  in  Northern  Indiana.  He 
withdrew  from  tlu  tirm  in  1865,  and  in  partnership  with  J.  H. 
Jamison  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  pork  packing  business,  which 
branches  of  industry  were  conducted  with  financial  profit  until  i868» 
Mr.  Dukes  purchasing  his  partner's  interest  that  year.  Two  years 
later  he  sold  out  and  purchased  what  is  known  as  the  Holmanfarm, 
adjoining  the  city  of  Peru,  a  part  of  which  he  subsequently  laid  off 
in  town  lots,  known  as  Dukes'  tirst  and  second  additions.  In  the 
meantime  he  began  dealing  in  real  estate,  a  business  he  carried  on 
quite  escteiMively  until  1881.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  assi^ee 
of  the  Ulrich  wagon  works  of  Peru,  the  duties  of  which  position 
required  the  greater  part  of  his  time,  until  the  satisfactory  arratige- 
ment  of  the  business  in  1881.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed 
receiver  of  the  Indiana  Manufacturing  company  of  Peru,  one  of  the 
largest  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Sie  State,  to  whkh  he  has  since 
devoted  his  entire  attention.  Mr.  Dukes  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Sioux  war  of  Minnesota  in  1862,  having  been  for  some  time  in  com- 
mand of  the  militar\  post  of  Mankato.  1 1  is  has  been  a  very  active 
business  life,  throughout  which  he  has  discharged  his  duty  with 
commendable  ridelity,  proving  himself  worthy  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens  and  competent  to  fill  responsible  positions  intrusted  to 
him*  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  since 
about  the  year  1854.  In  September,  1859,  ^^  '^^  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  A.  Thompson,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Thomp- 
son, the  projector  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Wabash  College,  at 
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CrawfordsviUe.  Mr.  Thomi»on  was  a  man  of  deep  piety  and 
scholarly  attainments,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
Master  for  over  half  a  century.  He  died  in  Minnesota  in  the  year 
1876-  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dukus  ha\e  been  born  two  children, 
tO-wit:    Elbert,  born  in  i860,  and  William,  born  in  1862,  died  in  1871. 

JAMES  S.  DUKET,  Deputy  Auditor  Miami  County,  was 
bom  in  Logansport,  Indiana,  March  9,  184 1,  and  is  the  'second 
son  of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Bell)  Duret,  nati\  es  respectively  of 
Canada  and  Kentucky.  John  B.  Duret  accompanied  General  Louis 
Cass  from  Michigan  to  Indiana  about  the  vear  1824,  and  subse- 
quently in  1827  located  permanently  in  Logansport.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  organization  of  Cass  County,  and  at  the  lirst  elec- 
tion was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  same,  the  duties  of  which  position 
he  discharged  for  a  period  of  twenty-nine  years,  or  until  his  death 
in  1855.  He  was  married  in  1828  to  a  daugfiter  of  Major  Daniel 
Bell,  who  was  the  first  person  to  make  permanent  settlement  on  the 
present  site  of  Logansport,  locating  there  as  early  as  the  year  1826. 
John  B.  Duret  was  a  man  of  fine  ability,  and  is  remembered  as  one 
of  tfie  most  accomplished  ofiidals  of  the  county,  in  the  welfare  of 
which  he  took  such  an  active  interest.  James  S.  Duret  passed  the 
years  of  his  youth  and  earh*  manjiood  in  Logansport.  attended  the 
schools  there  until  twelve  \ears  of  age,  when  he  entered  Notre 
Dame  University,  in  which  instiluiion  he  pursued  his  studies  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  Subsequently  in  1857  and  in  1858  he  studied 
telegraphy,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  worked  at  the  same.  In 
May,  1863,  he  entered  the  army,  enlisting  in  Company  H,  Eighty- 
seventh  Indiana  \^olunteer  Tnfantrv,  and  in  Aiit^Mst  of  the  same 
year  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  as 
such  served  until  honorably  discharged.  Previous  to  the  war  in 
1859  he  came  to  Peru,  ancl  subsequently,  in  1863,  was  appointed 
Deputy  Treasurer  of  Miami  County,  the  duties  of  which  position 
he  discharged  for  a  period  of  six  vears.  Tlu-n  for  a  number  of 
\  ears  he  was  emploved  in  the  railroad  business,  and  held  several 
important  positions  in  that  capacity  until  his  appointment  iis  Deputy 
County  Auditor  in  1881.  He  is  still  connected  with  the  office^ 
and  bein^  deservedly  popular  and  possessing  unusual  alnlitv,  may 
yet  serve  the  public  in  a  wider  and  more  exteimve  sphere.  He  has 
led  a  remarkably  industrious  life,  full  of  energy  and  of  great  force  ^ 
of  character,  and  as  an  accomplished  business  man  none  in  Peru 
stand  higher  than  he.  In  January,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Miller,  adopted  daughter  of  James  T.  Miller,  of 
Peru.  H  ;  a  Democrat  in  polities,  and  in  religion  adheres  to  the 
creed  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

HENRY  DUTTON.  was  a  native  of  Schoharie  County,  X- 
Y.;  was  born  June  25, 1824,  and  was  a  son  of  Julius  Dutton,  a  native 
of  Connecticut.    At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  came  to  Fort  Wayne  and 
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secured  an  engagement  as  clerk,  in  a  dry  goods  store,  where  he 
secured  the  greater  part  of  his  education.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
retail  dry  goods  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  latter  part 

of  his  iife,  when  he  emerged  into  the  business  of  private  banker 
and  broker,  which  avocation  he  pursued  during  the  eighteen  years 
«  preceeding  his  death,  which  sad  event  occurred  in  July,  1877. 
Mr.  Dutton  was  elected  County  Treasurer  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office.  He  manifested 
a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  Remaining  at  Fort 
Wayne  for  a  number  of  years,  he  then  came  to  Peru  and  resumed 
his  former  occupation— the  dry  goods  business — in  1847.  Was 
married  in  New  York  City  July  20,  1847,  to  Miss  Nancy  M.  Moore, 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Wicks)  Moore,  natives  of  Duchess 
'  County,  N.  Y.  To  this  union  there  were  bom  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Mrs.  Emma  McWhinney, 
now  residing  at  Richmond,  Henry  I).  I).,  born  November 
9,  1855,  now  a  resident  of  St.  Josepii,  Missouri.  Those 
deceased  are:  Mary  M.,  born  September  9,  1849,  died 
in  1877;  Lillie  D.,  bom  February  10,  1868,  and  died  1877. 
Mrs.  Dutton  was  bom  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Baltimore  which  nominated  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  the 
Presidency,  and  was  also  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Central  Committee  for  the  County  of  Miami. 

RICHARD  A.  EDWARDS,  cashier  First  National  Bank, 
son  of  Prof.  Richard  and  Betsey  (Sampson)  Edwards,  was  born  in 
Hrid^^^ewater,  Massachusetts,  November  9,  1851.  Richard  Ed- 
wards, Sr..  was  born  in  Wales,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
•1832,  settling  originally  in  Ohio.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Mas- 
sachusetts,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  principal  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Salem,  in  the  organization  of  which  institu- 
tion he  took  an  active  part.  In  1859  he  went  to  St  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, to  take  charge  of  the  Citv  Normal  School,  a  position  he  re- 
tained until  1S62.  at  which  time  he  accepted  the  pn  sidc-ncy  of  the 
Illinois  Stale  University.  He  held  the  latter  position  for  a  period  of 
sixteen  or  eighteen  years,  and  was  for  some  time  pastor  of  the 
First  Congrejjational  Church  at  Princeton,  Illinois.  In  1886  he 
was  elected  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  Illinois, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office.  Prof.  Edwards  is  a 
man  of  brilliant  attainments,  and  as  an  educator  ranks  among 
the  first  in  the  country.  He  is  the  father  of  elt'\  en  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  second  in 
number.  R  ic  hard  A.  Edwards  received  his  elementary  education 
at  Normal.  Illinois,  and  subsequently  attended  Pi  inceton  and  Dart- 
mouth Colleges,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1876.  His  literary 
education  then  completed,  he  accepted  the  position  as  instructor 
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of  Latin  and  Greek  in  the  Rock  River  Seminary,  Morris,  Illinois, 
and  two  years  later  became  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  English 
Literature  in  Knox  Collejje,  Galesburg.  He  held  the  latter  posi- 
tion three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  severed  his  connection 
with  the  college,  and  in  i8Si  came  to  Peru,  Indiana.  He  entered 
the  First  National  Bank  in  this  city  as  assistant  cashier  in  1882,  and 
in  June,  1886,  became  cashier,  a  position  he  holds  at  this  time.  On 
the  ist  of  June,  1880,  he  married  Miss  Alice  Shirk,  daughter  of  the 
late  E.  H.  Shirk,  of  Peru.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  have  four  chil- 
dren, viz. — Richard  E.,  Milton  A.,  Mary  A.  and  Clara  E.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Edwards  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  relig- 
ion adheres  to  the  creed  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Peru. 

WALTER  II.  EMSWILER.  Mr.  Emswiler  was  bom  in  the 
city  of  Peru,  May  10.  1S5S  and  is  the  second  son  of  John  H.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Miller)  Emswiier,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Indiana.  The  father  came  to  Miami  County  in  a  very  early 
day,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  Peru  and  departed  this  life  September,  1884.  Walter 
Emswiler  received  a  ufood  practical  education  in  the  city  schools 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  began  life  for  himself  as  clerk  for  his 
brother  Charles,  in  the  mercantile  business,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  his  twenty-fourth  year.  In  1883  he  became  a  part- 
ner with  Schuyler  Mercer  in  the  livery  business  and  subsequently 
purchased  the  entire  interest  which  he  still  controls.  Mr.  Ems- 
wiler has  alreadv  a  well  estalilished  business  reputation  and  is 
meeting  with  encouragingsuccess  as  a  liveryman.  He  was  married 
March  2,  1881  to  Miss  Rose  Fisher,  daughter  of  Joseph  Fisher, 
one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  Jefferson  Township,  this  county.. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emswiler  ha\-e  been  bom  one  child,  Joseph,  whose 
birth  occurred  September  2,  1883. 

JOHN  J.  ENGLISH.  The  subject  of  this  bio<^raphy  is  a 
native  of  Miami  County,  born  in  Peru  U'ownship  on  the  6th  day- 
of  April,  1848,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  £. 
( Baker)  English,  of  Licking  County,  Ohio.  The  father  came  to 
Miami  County  in  1846,  settled  in  Peru  Township,  but  subsequently 
lived  in  l^ipe  Creek  and  Erie  Townships,  and  finally  purchased  a 
home  in  Richland  Township,  where  he  is  at  this  time  living.  John 
J.  English  remained  at  home  until  his  mother's  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,*  at  which  time  he 
abandoned  the  farm  and  took  up  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  served 
a  four  years  apprenticeship  at  the  same  under  W.  D.  Allen,  of  Rich- 
land, after  which  he  began  working  for  himself,  and  subsequently, 
August  27,  1877,  accepted  a  position  as  skilled  mechanic  in  the 
coach  department  of  the  railroad  shops  (I.,  P.  &  C.)  at  Pern, 
which  he  still  retains.   He  is  one  of  the  substantial  employes  of  the 
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company  with  which  he  is  identified,  and  ranks  among  the  best 

mechanics  of  Peru.  His  marriage  with  ^Gss  Mary  C.  Bouslog, 
daughter  of  R.  Bouslog,  of  this  citv,  was  solemnized  on  the  29lh  dav 
of  October,  187S,  a  union  blessed  with  three  children,  viz.:  Xellie 
D.,  Hazel  B.  and  John  W.  English.  Mr.  English  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  but  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  partisan.  • 

JOHN  L.  FARRAR,  prominent  member  of '  the  Miami 
County  bar,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York,  April  29, 
1824,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Lloyd  and  Rachel  Farrar,  natives 
respectively  of  \'ermont  and  Rhode  Island.  The  familv  came  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  1847  and  settled  in  Butler  township, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Lloyd  Farrar  was  a  man  of  local  prominence,  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  I^utler  Township  for  a  series  of  years  and 
died  in  i860.  Mrs.  Farrar  survived  her  husband  four  years, 
departing  this  life  in  1864.  John  L.  Farrar  spent  the  years  of  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  as  a  farmer,  and  received  in  the  common 
schools  the  elements  of  an  English  education,  supplem<aited  by  a 
course  in  a  college  at  Kalamazoo,  Micfaigan  where  he  pursued  his 
studies  for  a  limited  period.  At  the  age  of  twent\-  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  during  the  time  he  continued  at  that  profession,  lead 
law  under  the  able  instruction  of  Hon.  Charles  E.  Stuart,  of  Kala- 
mazoo, who  at  one  time  represented  the  State  of  Michigan  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  After  acquiring  a  partial  knowledge 
of  the  legal  profession,  Mr.  Farrar  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  active  practice  in  the  courts  of  Miami 
Count V,  where  his  real  abilitv  as  a  criminal  lawver  soon  won  for 
him  a  conspicuous  place.  He  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Peru 
continuously  since  1852,  and  in  addition  to  his  kurge  and  lucrative 
business  in  Miami  County,  is  frequently  employed  in  important  cases 
in  various  parts  of  the  State.  Hi*  is,  without  doubt,  the  most  suc- 
cessful criminal  lawyer  in  northern  Indiana,  and  few  attornevs  in  the 
State  have  presented  the  result  of  more  labor  and  research  in 
behalf  of  their  clients  than  he.  As  a  public  speaker  Mr.  Farrar  is 
forcible  and  logical,  bringing  his  cases  before  the  court  with  much 
skill,  and  in  his  address^  to  the  jury  analyang  the  testim<my  and 
conducting  it  upon  the  point  at  issue.  Tn  earU  life  he  was  not 
fa\  ored  with  any  peculiar  advantages  arul  his  professional  success 
must  be  attributed  to  the  indomnitable  \\  ill  and  energy  which  he  has 
displayed  in  all  his  undertakings.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  voting  in  conformity  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  not 
a  partisan  in  the  .sense  of  seeking  official  position.  Mr.  Farrar  was 
married  on  the  26th  day  of  March  1848  to  Miss  Everisa  Foster, 
of  Vermont.  The  issue  of  this  union  was  one  child,  Arnold,  born 
May  29,  1857.  Arnold  Farrar  was  a  young  man  of  much  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.   He  received  a  good  literary  educa- 
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tion,  early  began  the  study  of  law  with  his  father  and  subse- 
quently graduated  from  the  law  tlepartment  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Bioomington.  Before  commencing  the  practice,  how- 
ever, he  met  with  a  violent  death,  having  been  accidentally  shot 
in  the  year  1877. 

JO.SIAH  FARRAR,  a  leading  lawyer  of  Peru,  is  a  native 
of  Jefferson  County,  New  York,  and  second  son  of  Lloyd  and 
Rachel  Farrar,  He  was  born  September  25,  1826,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  receiving  his  early  education 
and  training  in  the  common  school  from  which  he  was  subse* 
quently  promoted  tu  the  academic  grade.  He  took  an  academic 
course  in  wliich  he  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  higher 
branches  of  learning  and  while  thus  engaged  decided  upon  the 
legal  profession  for  a  life  work.  In  1846  he  came  to  Miami 
County,  Indiana  and  selected  in  Butler  Township  a  tract  of  land 
to  which  his  father's  family  removed  and  settled  the  following 
year.  For  some  time  after  coming  here  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  school  and  in  the  meantime  pursued  his  legal  studies  as 
opportunities  would  permit.  Actuated  by  a  laudable  desire  to  in- 
crease his  knowledge  of  the  profession,  Mr.  Farrar,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three  went  to  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he  read 
for  some  time  under  the  able  instruction  of  Lysander  Farrar,  otie 
of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the  city.  In  this  count}-  he  read  in 
the  oflice  of  H.  J.  Shirk  in   1849  following  year  re- 

turned to  Rochester,  where  he  was  similarly  engaged  until  1852. 
Having  thus  completed  his  preparatory  reading,  during  which  he 
made  substantial  progress  in  his  professicm,  Mr,  Farrar,  in  1852* 
engaged  in  the  practice  at  Peru,  Indiana,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  John  L.  Farrar,  and  the  Hrm  thus  constituted  still  con- 
tinues. In  1856,  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  pros- 
ecutor for  the  counties  of  Miami  and  Cass,  and  in  1867,  against 
his  wishes,  was  elected  mayor  of  the  aty  of  Peru.  Since  his 
admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Farrar  has,  by  dose  appUcatioo 
to  business  and  commendable  studiousness  gradually  surmounted 
the  obstacles  in  the  course  of  everv  professional  man  and  won 
for  himself  a  fine  reputation  as  a  successful  practitioner.  In 
1862  he  closed  his  office  and  tendered  his  services  to  his  country 
recruiting  in  May  of  that  year.  Company  D.,  99th  Indiana  Infantry, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  captain.  He  accompanied  his  command 
through  all  its  varied  experiences  in  the  southwestern  campaigns  of 
the  ^Iississippi  department,  and  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  July  22.  1S64. 
was  in  command  of  the  brigade  of  skirmishers,  a  duty  fraught  with 
a  great  deal  of  danger.  At  the  battle  of  July  28th,  of  the  same 
3'ear,  he  was  second  m  command  of  the  regiment,  and  while  his 
Colonel  was  sick  during  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  he  commanded  the 
regiment  one  week  when  the  duty  was  very  difficult  to  perform. 
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The  confidence  which  the  line  officers  reposed  in  his  ability  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  they  frequently  requested  him  to  take  com- 
mand on  trying  occasions,  and  it  is  also  a  conceded  fact  that  in 
nearly  every  hotly  contested  battle  in  which  the  99th  was  engaged 
he  was  at  itsi  head.  He  commanded  the  regiment  during  the  recon- 
noisance  toward  Dalton  and  Rocky  Face  Gap,  in  February*  1864, 
and  subsequently  on  the  arrival  at  Savannah,  being  the  ranking 
officer  suceeeded  to  the  command  which  he  held  until  mustered  out 
of  the  service.  On  May  20,  1865  he  was  mustered  as  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  on  the  mustering  out  of  the  regiment  received  a  com- 
mission as  Colonel.  Among  the  batUes  in  which  he  participated 
were  the  following:  Vicksburg,  capture  of  Jackson,  AGssissippi, 
Mission  Ridi^c.  the  numerous  engagements  in  the  advance  upon 
Atlanta,  the  battle  of  the  2 2d  of  July,  when  General  Mc  IMierson  was 
killed,  battle  of  the  28th,  same  month  west  uf  Atlanta,  Hank  movement 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  that  city,  and  battles  consequent, 
Sherman's  march  to  the  sea  and  up  through  the  Carolinas,  and  to 
the  battle  of  Bentonville,  the  last  fight  in  which  the  Ninctv-ninth 
was  engaged.  At  the  close  of  the  war  his  regiment  marched  to 
Washington  City,  and  after  participating  in  the  "  Grand  Review," 
he  was  honorably  discharged.  Col.  Farrar  was  a  brave  and  honor- 
able soldier,  and  his  military  record  is  bright  with  duty  intelUgentI}* 
and  faithfully  performed.  In  him  were  combined  those  qualities  of 
mind  wliich  displav  under  the  inosl  trying  circumstances  the  pos- 
session of  great  executive  abilit\ ,  added  to  a  personal  courage,  that 
made  him  the  trusted  leader  on  many  bloody  battle  fields.  Return- 
ing, after  an  alnence  of  three  years,  to  the  quiet  of  civil  life,  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully continued  in  Peru.  He  is  an  able  lawyer,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  methods  and  principles  of  legal  jurisprudence,  and  stands 
high  among  his  professional  associates  of  the  Miami  County  bar. 
He  is  and  always  has  been  a  Democrat  in  politics.  Though  he  ad- 
heres to  his  political  foith  with  tenacity  and  expresses  his  senti- 
ments fearlessly,  he  is  far  removed  from  partisan  intolerance,  and  on 
several  occasions  has  followed  his  convictions  rather  than  the  dictates 
of  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  G.  A.  R.  post  in  the  city.  He  marriecf  on  the 
13th  day  of  November,  1856,  Miss  Emma  Gould,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Eliza  Gould,  of  Peru.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrar  have 
three  children,  viz :    William  C,  Ada  and  Maude  Farrar. 

H.  G.  FETTKR  was  born  in  Carlisle.  Cumberland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  Xoxcniber  12,  JH28.  His  father,  Samuel  Fetter, 
was  a  carpenter  and  contractor.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Wise.  The  parents  were  both  of  German  descent.  Wlule 
the  subject  was  quite  young  his  father  removed  to  Sunbur}', 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  erected  a  number  of  the  churches  and 
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principal  buildings  still  standing  in  that  city.  IT.  G.  Fetter,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  went  to  Danville  and  learned  the  printer's 
trade,  remaining  in  the  office  four  yt-ars.  His  health  then  fail- 
ing, he  learned  tlie  art  of  daguerreolyping,  then  in  its  infancy  and 
conducted  mostly  by  traveling  artists  in  tents.  For  the  next  four 
years  with  a  short  interruption  he  pursued  the  art  of  picture- 
making  in  West  Virginia,  Ohio  and  Indiana,  locaring  in  Peru  in  . 
1853.  For  a  number  of  years  he  operated  two  galleries.  In  1861 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Peru  two  weeks  after  Lincoln's 
inauguration,  and  held  that  position  four  years  and  a  half,  being 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  J.  H.  Fetter.  In  1867  he  removed  to 
Logansport,  and  conducted  a  gallery-  there  about  ten  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Peru,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

JAMES  H.  FETTER,  dealer  in  furniture,  is  a  native  of  Sun-  • 
bury,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  eleventh  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children  bom  to  Samuel  and  Mary  (Wise)  Fetter,  of  the  same 
State.  He  was-  bom  on  the  28th  day  of  Februaiy,  1842,  and 
after  receiving  a  Uberal  education  engaged,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, as  a  salesman  in  a  dry  goods  house  in  his  native  town. 
He  continued  in  that  capacity  until  his  nineteenth  year,  at  which 
time,  October  14,  1861,  he  came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and 
became  deputy  postmaster  at  Pern,  under  his  brother,  H.  G. 
Fetter.  Subsequently,  August  6,  1865,  he  succeeded  his  brother 
as  postmaster,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  continu- 
ously till  April  I,  1879,  ^^ht""  effected  a  copartnership  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  with  L.  C.  Gould.  He  is 
still  engaged  in  that  branch  of  the  trade,  carries  a  large  stock 
of  all 'kinds  of  furniture,  and  leads  the  business  in  Peru.  Mr. 
Fetter's  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Adkison,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Lewis  D.  Adkison,  of  Peru,  was  solemnized  March  9,  1873. 
Thi  v  have  two  children — Robert  A.,  born  March  28,  1874,  and 
Thomas  C,  bom  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  1883.  Mr.  Fet- 
ter is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  tiie 
Encampment,  and  with  his  wife  bdongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

JAMES  B.  FULWILER  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  6lh  day  of  vSeptember,  1812.  Was  educated  at 
Hopewell  Academy  and  Gettysburg  Gymnasium,  now  Pennsyl- 
vania College.  His  father,  Abraham  Fulwiler,  was  one  of  the 
early  graduates  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  bom  and  reared,  and  died  in  1830,  leaving  a  large  estate. 
His  paternal  ancestry  is  traceable  through  centuries  into  Switzer- 
land, where  the  inevitable  millions  are  said  to  be  awaiting  identi- 
fication of  the  descendants.  His  mother  was  a  cousin  of  the  late 
Jeremiah  S.  Black,  a  Cabinet  officer  of  President  Buchanan,  and 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Black,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Scottish 
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divine  of  extensive  erudition.  In  the  year  1834,  subject  of 
this  notice  came  to  Peru,  Indiana,  with  a  stodc  of  merchandise 
under  the  management  of  one  Samuel  Pike,  his  employer,  who 
who  aubsequently  became  famous  as  a  campaign  editor  of  countless 

newspapers  in  many  of  the  States,  beginning  with  the  Peru  For^ 
rcsicr,  the  first  newspaper  priiUetl  and  published  in  Miami  County, 
Indiana.*   In  tlie  year  1838  Mr.  FuKviler's  name  was  announced  by 
his  friends  as  a  candidate  to  represent  the  counties  of  Miami  and  . 
Fulton  in  the  State  Legislature,  which  he  at  first  stoutly  resisted 
for  the  reason  that  his  views  in  regard  to  tlie  simultaneous  prosecu- 
tion of  all  the  public  w'orks  which  had  been  projected  by  former 
Legislatures  of  the  State,  was  so  unpopular  that  there  could  be  no 
hope  of  his  election,  but  finally  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  his 
friends,  and  he  was  defeated,  as  he  expected  to  be.   He  was  one  of 
the  few  men  of  Indiana  who  at  that  time  favored  the  classification 
of  the  pubHc  works,  and  the  prosecution  to  completion  of  the  most 
important  work  tirst.    The  people  of  the  several  counties  had  been 
led  to  believe  that  a  road  or  canal  would  pass  by  their  very  doors  . 
and  that  **9Xi  additional  hen  and  chickens  would  pay  the  additional 
tax.**   Hence  a  '^classifier'*  was  more  odius  to  the  people,  if  pos- 
sible, than  an  ''abolitionist."    As  they  became  more  enlightened 
on  the  subject,  however,  they  changed  their  views,  and  in  the  brief 
period  of   two  years  there   was  not   to   be    found  within  the 
borders  of  the  State  a  public  man  who  would  acknowledge  him- 
self in  favor  of  an  indiscriminate  prosecution  of  the  thirteen 
projected  works  known  as  the  **cow  biU,**  and  classification  became 
a  popular  word.    In   1843  Mr.  F.  was  called  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  attend  to  the  disposal  of  a  large  body  of  unpro- 
ductive land  in  Schuylkill  County,  being  a  part  of  his  father's 
estate  lying  in  a  mountainous  region  and  traversed  by  rich  veins 
of  anthracite  coal,  where,  with  the  aid  of  miners  from  Potts. 
\  ille,  in  the  spring  of  1844,  he  located,  opened  up  and  leased 
thirteen   veins  f)f  coal — amon<^  the   number  was  the  celebrated 
'•mammoth  vein,''  twenty-two  feet  in  thickness — and  at  the  same 
time   laid   off  the   town  of   Fremont  upon  the  premises.  This 
town,  situated  as  it  is;  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  coal  region, 
is  now  a  prosperous  little  dty.   In  1847,  Mr.  F.  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  Miami  Circuit  Court,  which  office  lie  held  until  thp 
6th  day  of  June  1855,   when  he  was  succeeded  by  Alexander 
Blake.    In  the  year  i860,  he  was  selected  as  a  delegate  at  large 
for  the  State  of  Indiana  to   the  Democratic  National  Convention 
which  nominated  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  at  Baltimore,  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  of  two 

♦On  the  7th  day  of  Man-h,  IHiH.  \w  \v:i.s  inurri<'(i  to  I'liuliiii  A\ aline,  dHii^hter 
of  Fmnci!'  Avaliiie,  of  Fort  Wiiyni-.  Iiid.,  and  sister  of  Knincis  S.  Avaline,  late  pro- 
prietor of  the  ATaline  Houae,  0/  Fort  Wayne,  a  beautiful  and  accomplished  lady. 
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from  Indiana,  who  escorted  Mr.  Douglass,  when  on  his  presi> 
dential  tour,  from  Cmdnnati,  Ohio,  to  IncUanapoUs,  Indiana,  and 

had  Mr.  Douglass  been  successful  in  the  race,  Mr.  F.  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  a  prominent  position  would  have  been  reser\'ed 
at  Washington  for  his  acceptance.  In  i86r  Mr.  F.  purchased 
of  Messrs.  Todd  &  Zerne,  wholesale  and  retail  grocers,  their 
stock  in  trade;  and  in  1865  bought  the  undivided  half  of  a 
furniture  manufacturing  establishment  of  Messrs.  West  &  Jami- 
son, which  burned  to  the  ground  within  ten  days  after  his  pur- 
chase and  before  he  had  the  same  insured  against  fire.  In  1S68 
he  embarked,  with  considerable  capital,  in  extensive  purchases 
and  sales  of  Kansas  and  Iowa  lands,  which,  for  a  time,  yielded  liini 
an  immense  profit,  but  which  eventually  proved  disastrous.  In  his 
present  court  of  judicature  in  the  city  of  Peru,  his  duties  are 
greatly  facilitated  by  a  course  of  legal  studies  pursued  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life.  Mr.  F.  has  six  children  living  and  one  deceased. 
Julia,  his  eldest  daughter,  married  to  Harry  F.  Clark,  late  super- 
intendent of  the  western  diviaon  of  the  W.,  St  L.  &  P.  Rail- 
road, at  i>re8ent  manager  of  a  western  road  with  headquarters 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa;  his  second  chOd,  William  died  at  Portsmouth, 
Washington  Territorv,  some  years  ago;  Louis  Berthelet,  second 
son,  is  one  of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Miami  C'ountv 
Sentinel-,  Clarence,  late  clerk  in  the  W.,  St.  L.  «S:  P.  Railway 
offices  at  Toledo,  is  now  a  rendent  of  Peru.  Mar\-  Frank  is 
married  to  J.  R.  IlaniHn,  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange.  St.  Louis; 
Ada  Pauline,  wife  of  William  E.  Clark,  of  Edward-sville,  Illinois; 
Frank,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  F.,  is  clerk  in  a  railroad  office 
of  the  W.,  St.  L.  &  P.  Railway  Company  at  St.  Loiiis.  All  of 
his  children  are  naturally  bright  and  have  had  the  advantages 
of  good  educations. 

LOUIS  B.  FULWILER,  editor  of  the  Miami  County  Sen. 
(i)h'L  and  son  of  Jantes  "R.  and  Pauline  (Avaline)  Fulwiler,  was 
born  in  I'eru,  Indiana,  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1842.  He 
received  a  liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  ciu-  and 
began  life  for  himself  by  accepting  a  position  in  the  omce  of 
the  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Railway,  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  only  for  a  limited  period.  In  1861  he  entered 
the  army,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  20th  Indiana  Infantrv,  for  the 
three  years  service,  and  with  that  noted  regiment  took  part  in 
some  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  war.  In  the  seven  days 
fight  before  Richmond,  June  25,  1862,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  a  litnb.  and  being  incapacitated  for  further  service  he  was 
honorably  discharged  and  returned  home  in  October  of  the  same 
year.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  Miami 
Circuit  Court,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged  for  a 
period  of  seven  years.    In  1870  he  was  elected  Auditor  of 
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Miami  County,  re-elected  in  1874,  and  held  the  office  two  terms 
or  eight  years.  In  1869  he  entered  the  tield  of  journalism  as 
editor  of  the  Miaini  County  Sentinel^  with  which  paper  he  has 
since  been  identified  and  in  which  he  now  owns  a  one-half 
interest  with  Richard  II.  Cole.  As  the  Sentinel  is  the 
exponent,  so  is  Mr.  FuUviler's  influence  one  of  the  prime  fac-  * 
tors  in  moulding  the  character  and  action  of,  the  Democratic 
party  in  ^fialni  County.  He  has  proved  himself  a  superior  poli- 
tician, bold  and  zealous,  undertaking  what  others  deem  impos- 
sible and  being  judicious  and  untiring,  nearly  always  succeeds. 
Mental  culture  and  strong  common  sense  have  developed  and 
supplemented  his  natural  talents,  till  all  combined  have  made 
him  one  of  the  ablest  newspaper  writers  in  Northern  Indiana. 
In  1869  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cora  L.  Scott, 
who  was  bom  in  L#ogansport,  Indiana,  September  13,  1846. 
Mr.  Fulwiler  is  prominently  identiiied  with  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
K.  of  P.  Orders. 

WILLIAM  A.  GIBNEY,» Recorder  of  Miami  County,  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  is  a  native  of  Holmes  County, 
Ohio;  the  8<hi  of  William  S.>and  Nancy  (Landis)  Gibney,  and  dates 
his  birth  from  the  30th  day  of  September,  1837.  His  parents  were 
born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  but  earlv  emi^j^ratcd  to  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  until  their  removal  to  Miami  Count\ ,  Indiana, 
in  1849.  William  S.  Gibney  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  died 
in  Peru  in  1873.  His  wife  inreGeded  him  to  the  grave,  departing 
this  life  in  the  year  1868.  William  A.  Gibney  passed  the  years  of 
his  youth  amid  &e  active  acenes  of  the  farm,  and  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  country  received  a  fair  Knglish  education,  which, 
.^uiiplenienling  a  practical  knowlcdi:;^  such  as  books  fail  to  impart, 
has  enabled  him  to  successfully  discharge  the  duties  of  an  active 
business  life.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1865,  at  which 
time  he  abandoned  the  farm  and  engaged  in  saw-milling  and  rail- 
.reading,  \Vhich  he  followed  some  years,  working  at  intervals,  in  the 
meantime,  as  deputy  in  the  Sheriff's  office.  In  ib/i  he  accepted  a 
position  in  the  railroad  shops  in  Peru,  later  run  as  fireman  on  the  I. 
P.  &  C,  and  was  afterwards  promoted  baggage  master  at  the  depot 
in  this  city,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged  until  1879. 
In  the  meantime,  1878,  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  Miami  County, 
and  the  followint^  year  severed  his  connection  with  the  road  in  order 
to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his  otiicial  duties.  He  was  re-elected 
in  1882,  and  at  this  time  is  nearing  the  close  of  his  second  term.  In 
politics  Mr.  Gibney  is  an  unflinching  Democrat,  evincing  at  all  times 
a  lively  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party  upon  the  principles  of 
political  purit}%  rigidly  averse  to  anything  that  savors  of  deception 
or  trickery'.  His  otiicial  rec(^rd,  toL^ctlier  with  his  acknowledged 
integrity  as  a  trustworthy  and  reliable  Christian  gentleman  have 
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won  for  him  a  prominent  place  in  the  estimation  of  Kis  fellow 
citizens,  irrespective  of  party  affiliation.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember, i860,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Ninon  of  Fayette  Count}-,  Penn- 
sylvania, wliich  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  George  M.,  Lillie  M., 
lona,  Dora,  Mattie,  Pearl  and  Albert  C.  Mr.  Gibney  is  an  acii\  e 
member  of  the  K.  of  H.  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternities,  and  with 
his  wife,  belongs  to  the  ^^^thodist  church. 

HON.  JOHN  A.  GRAH  AM  was  born  in  Baltiinore,  Maryland, 
January  8,  181 7.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  emigra- 
ted to  this  country  in  1S15.  They  landed  in  Baltimore  after  under- 
going great  hardships  during  a  prolonged  voyage  in  which  they 
narrowly  escaped  bong  ship-ivredced.  In  1826  the  family  removed 
to  Pittsburgh,  in  1827  to  Wheeling,  and  in  1828  returned  to  Balti- 
more. Tn  1830  they  went  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  finally  in  1832 
settled  in  Indiana.  John  A.  Graham  was  employed  at  Harper's 
Ferry  as  clerk  until  1835.  In  May  of  that  year,  being  then 
eighteen  he  started  for  Indiana.  -  nAt  Wheeling  he  took  passage 
on  a  steam  boat  and  was  landed  at  mid-night,  a  solitary  passenger 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash.  He  there  expected  to  find  a  town 
filled  with  enterprising  people;  but  he  saw  only  a  dreary  waste  of 
turbid  waters.  No  sound  greeted  his  ear  but  the  hoot  of  the  owl 
and  the  crash  and  crunch  of  the  running  drift.  After  sitting  upon 
his  baggage  at  the  waters  edge  until  near  daylight,  he  discerned 
from  the  top  of  the  bank  something  like  a  buikling  in  the  obscurity 
of  the  morning  fog  and  detected  a  faint  sound  of  human  voices 
coming  from  a  point  farther  up  the  river.  About  a  half  mile  from 
where  he  landed  he  found  a  steamboat  bound  for  the  upper 
Wabash:  and  after  various  adventures  and  detentions,  he  succe  eded 
in  reaching  Peru.  There  he  made  arrangements  for  taking  charge 
of  a  store  in  Logansport  for  Alexander  Wilson.  He  remained  in 
tlu'  latter  place  until  the  business  was  closed  up,  in  June,  1835,  when 
he  returned  to  Peru.  He  acted  as  clerk  for  Mr.  Wilson  until  i8  :;o 
when  he  became  a  partner.  The  firm  of  Wilson  &  Co.,  packed 
pork  in  1839.  It  was  the  first  4mdertaking  of  the  kind  in  Uie  place 
and  proved  a  financial  failure,  owing  to  the  low  water  in  the  Maumee 
which  prevented  its  quick  transportation  to  New  York.  They 
built  flatboats  and  in  1840  commenced  sending  pork  to  New 
Orleans.  This  also  proved  a  failure  on  account  of  hard  times  and 
low  prices.^  In  1841  and  1843  Mr.  Graham  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Miami  county.  In  1846  he  was  appointed  derk  in  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  Canal  Land  Office.  I^e  held  this  place  until  tS.)7  when 
the  oflice  was  moved  to  TvOi^ansport.  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
adjusting  the  State  debt,  known  as  the  Butler  Bill.  He  then  bought 
tlie  printing  oflice  at  Peru  and  June  28, 1848  issued  the  tirst  number 
of  the  Miami  County  Setttind,   This  paper  was  successfully  man- 
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aged  by  him,  as  editor  and  proprietor  until  1861,  when  he  sold  out 
and  retired  from  the  editorial  chair.  In  1S50  Mr.  (jraham  was  a 
delegate  to  the  State  Convention  to  form  a  new  Slate  Constitution. 
In  1870  he  was  elected  derk  of  the  Miami  Circuit  Court  and  at  dif- 
ferent times  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  and  city  council.  He 
was  special  a<;ent  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  Miamis  in  the 
years  iS57and  1S59  and  has  held  many  other  positions  of  trust. 
In  1 86 1  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Peru,  a  position  he 
holds  at  the  present  time.  He  has  been  a  life  long  Democrat  and 
io  religion  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  He  was  married  to  Caroline  A. 
Avaline  in  Peru,  June  28,  1842 ;  a  family  of  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham.  Mr.  Graham  is  below 
the  average  height  but  is  heavily  and  compactly  built.  He  poss- 
esses a  strong  constitution  and  although  having  reached  the  allotted 
three  score  and  ten  years,  many  years  of  usefulness  and  honor  may 
3'ct  remain  to  him.  His  opportunities  for  an  education  were  limited 
•  but  he  has  been  a  constant  reader  and  has  a  wonderful  memory.  He 
is  recognized  as  the  '•Historian  of  Miami."  As  a  writer  he  is  fluent 
precise  as  to  elates  and  lii^^ures,  and  full  of  humor.  Few  men  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  the  conuuunit\  in  a  more  eminent  degree. 

EDWARD  T.  GRAY,  Sheriff  of  Miami  County,  is  a  native 
of  Markham,  Canada,  and  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
Hines)  Gray,  the  father  born  in  Canada  and  the  mother  in 
outhampton,  England.  Mr.  Gray  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
May,  1836,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  to  learn  the 
blacksmithing  and  carriage  making  trades,  at  Norwich,  Canada. 
At  the  age  of  twent3*-five  he  came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
and  began  working  at  his  trade  in  the  city  of  Peru,  where  he 
has  since  r<'S!ded.  In  1S72  lie  purchased  an  interest  in  the  firm 
of  H.  Armantrout  &.  Co.,  manufacturers  of  carriaj^es,  after  which 
the  name  was  changed  to  that  of  Armantrout  &  Gray,  under 
which  title  they  continued  business  until  1878.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Gray  purchased  the  entire  interest,  and  under  his  efficient  man- 
agement, the  concern  soon  became  one  of  the  leading  manufac- 
turing establishments  of  its  kind  in  the  city.  Mr.  Gray  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  politics,  and  in  1S84  was 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  Sheriff  of  Miami  County',  the 
duties  of  which  position  he  has  since  discharged,  having  been 
re-elected  in  1886.  As  a  citizen  Mr.  Gray  has  the  resjuet  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  him,  and  as  an  official  he  is  faithful 
and  diligent  discharging  the  duties  of  his  position  in  a  manner 
highly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  He  is  a  man  of  conscien- 
dous  scruples  and  is  ever  ready  to  do  what  he  can  to  promote 
die  interest  of  the  public  wdfare.  He  is  prominendy  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fratemit}-,  being  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  in 
religion  hokls  to  the  creed  of  the  Episcopal  church.   On  the 
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31st  of  December,  1863,  he  married  Miss  Kate  M.  Wilson,  of 
Peru,  who  has  borne  him  three  children,  viz.:  Alice,  Nellie  and 

Lewis  Grav. 

WILLARP  ORIS  WOLD,  of  the  rtrm  of  Griswold  &  Geves, 
liverv  stable,  was  born  in  Watertown,  New  York,  An<^nst  8,  T833, 
the  third  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Barry)  Griswold;  parents 
natives  of  Vermont  and  of  English  ancestry.  Daniel  Griswold 
moved  to  Miami  County  in  1844  settled  at  the  village  of 
Mexico*  where  he  followed  the  plasterer's  trade  a  miinber  of 
years  and  later  engaged  in  tlie  mercantile  business.  He  was  a 
man  of  considerable  local  prominence;  took  an  active  part  in  the 
early  growth  of  his  adopted  town,  and  departed  this  life  in  the 
year  1858.  Mn.  Griswold  survived  her  husband  fourteen  years, 
dying  in  1872.  Willard  Griswold  received  the  advantages  of  a 
common  school  education  in  his  native  State,  and  shortly  after 
coming  to  Indiana  engaged  as  salesman  in  a  store  at  Mexico, 
where  he  remained  for  a  number  of  vears.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  he  tendered  his  service  to  his  country,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  40th  Indiana  Voltmteer  Infentry, 
with  which  he  served  until  honorably  discharged  on  the  21st  day 
of  December,  1865.  He  shared  with  his  regiment  the  vicissitudes 
of  war  in  many  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  southwestern  cam- 
paigns, and  was  twice  severely  wounded,  the  first  time  at  Stone 
River  and  later  near  Kenesaw  Mountain.  He  entered  the  service 
as  private,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge  was  adjutant  of  his  re^- 
ment,  and  a  short  time  after  being  mustered  out  was  commis- 
sioned captain.  Mr.  Griswold's  military  record  is  one  of  which 
he  feels  justly  proud,  and  in  all  the  battles  where  his  command 
was  engaged  he  took  an  active  and  gallant  part.  His  military 
career  thus  being  completed  he  returned  to  Mexico,  and  engaged 
in  the  general  goods  business,  which  he  continued  until  his  election 
to  the  office  of  Sheriff,  in  1872,  when  he  moved  to  the  county 
seat.  He  discharged  his  official  duties  in  a  manner  highly  cred- 
itable to  the  people,  who  in  1874  re-elected  him  by  a  decided 
vote,  a  fact  which  showed  his  popularity  in  the  county,  which 
had  previously  given  decided  Democratic  majorities,  he  being  a 
Republican.  In  1878,  in  partnership  with  R.  H.  Segar,  he  en- 
ga^^'ed  in  the  livery  business,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
continued,  being  at  this  time  a  partne?-  with  II.  Geves,  in  the 
largest  stable  in  the  city.  Mr.  Griswold  is  a  public  spirited 
citizen,  and  deserves  mention  as  one  of  the  representative  business 
en  of  Miami  County.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Masonic 
fraternities,  is  a  decided  Republican  in  politics,  and  as  such  has 
rendered  valuable  service  to  his  party.  He  was  married  in  1867 
to  Miss  Harriet  Graft,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Graft,  of  Mevico, 
a  union  blessed  with   the  Ijirth  of  one  child,  Charles  Griswold. 
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HENRY  HAUPTy  foreman  wood  madime  department, 
Indiana  Manufocturing  Company,  is  a  native  of  Grermany  and 
dates  his  birth  from  the  19th  day  of  May,  1835.  He  was 
rnisod  on  a  farm,  received  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country 
the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
commenced  to  learn  the  saddler's  trade  at  the  town  of  Barken, 
where  he  served  a  three  years*  apprenticeship.  After  becoming 
proficient  in  his  chosen  vocation  he  worked  at  the  same  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  Germany  until  1856,  at  which  time  thinking  the 
new  world  offered  a  more  remunerative  field,  sailed  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  Here  he 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1861,  where  being  infected  with  the 
war  spirit  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Connecticut  In6uitr}%  with 
which  he  served  until  August  of  the  same  year.  He  then  rein, 
tered  the  service,  volunteering  in  the  Sixth  Connecticut  regi- 
ment, with  which  he  shared  the  fortunes  and  vicissitudes  of  war 
until  honorably  dischared  in  1865.  He  participated  in  a  number 
of  bloody  batttesin  one  of  which.  Fort  F^er,  North  Carolina, 
he  received  a  severe  wound.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service  Mr.  Haupt  returned  to  Bridgeport,  and  engaged  with 
the  Howe  Machine  Company  in  that  city,  where  he  remained 
until  sent  by  the  compan\  to  Peru,  Indiana,  where  for  sometime 
he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  contractor  and  later  as  foreman. 
He  subsequently  severed  his  connection  with  the  company  and 
firom  1880  until  1883  was  superintendent  of  Muhlfield's  varie^ 
works.  He  engaged  the  latter  year  with  the  Indiana  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  at  this  time  holds  the  position  of  foreman 
of  the  wood  machine  department.  Mr.  Haupt's  marriage  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1873,  with  Anna  M.  E.  Kranzman,  of  Germany, 
has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  two  children,  both  deceased* 

JOHN  H.  HELM,  M.  D.,  of  Peru,  is  one  of  the  ablest  phy- 
sicians in  Northern  Indiana.  His  early  life  was  not  like  that  of 
many  here  chronicled — a  struggle  with  poverty — but  was  char- 
acterized by  the  possession  of  ample  means,  and  for  some  years 
by  travd  mid  adventure.  Having  previously  acquired  a  literary 
and  profesdonal  education,  he  was  able  to  improve  his  opportu- 
nities for  travel  by  intelligent  observation.  Both  physical  and 
mental,  he  bears  evidence  of  descent  from  superior  stock.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  well  educated  German,  who  having 
settled  in  America,  lielped  in  the  Revolutionary  war  to  defend 
the  land  of  his  adoption.  His  father,  Dr.  John  C.  Helm,  an  early 
settler  of  AGami  Coun^,  and  one  of  its  most  wealthy  and  influ- 
ential citizens,  was  a  man  of  vigorous  intellect  and  iron  will,  and 
his  mother,  Amy  (Hampton)  Helm,  was  the  daughter  of  Major 
John  Hampton,  of  South  Carolina,  who  served  with  General 
Jackson  in  the  war  of   181 2,  and  a  second  cousin  of  the  noted 
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Wade  Hampton  of  the  present  day.  Dr.  John  C.  Helm  was  born 
at  Charleston,  in  what  is  now  West  Viri^inia,  Nox  embrr  7,  iSoo. 
Two  years  later  the  family  removed  to  Washini^^ton  County, 
Tennessee.  At  eleven  years  of  age  he  entered  Washington  Col- 
lege, and  during  the  course  walked  every  day  to  and,  from  school, 
a  distance  of  three  and-a-half  miles.  He  embraced  the  medical 
profession,  and  pursuing  it  with  characteristic  zeal  and  energy, 
became  a  well  qiialititd  physician.  In  182 1  he  married  Amy 
Hampton,  above  mentioned,  by  whom  lie  had  eii^ht  children.  In 
1835  he  removed  to  Preble  County,  Oiuo,  and  tliere  practiced 
medidne  until  1844,  when  he  came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
built  a  large  flouring  mill  at  Peru,  and  afterward  another  at 
Peoria,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  finally  established  his  home. 
There  he  continued  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  so  invested 
the  receipts  as  to  amass  a  fortune.  In  1865  occurred  the  death 
of  his  intelligent  and  devoted  wife.  After  this  severe  affliction 
he  divided  most  of  his  real  estate  among  his  three  sons,  giving 
to  each  property  of  much  value.  These  sons  are  John  H., 
Henry  T.,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Chicaf^o,  and  David  B..  a 
farmer,  who  are  respected  wherever  known.  Sometime  after  making 
this  liberal  provision  for  his  children.  Doctor  Helm  marned  in 
Chicago,  his  son  Henry's  mother-in-law,  an  estimable  lady,  but 
she  soon  died,  and  he  ^id  not  long  survive  her.  On  the  7th  of 
September,  1847,  the  strong  man,  who  had  never  known  weak- 
ness or  defeat,  yielded  to  the  resistless  enemy,  death.  He  was 
a  man  of  wonderful  energv  and  tenacity  of  purpose.  He  had 
made  antl  lost  fortune  after  fortune,  but  no  ad%  ersity  could  wholly 
overcome  him,  and  finally,  as  if  victorious  over  adverse  fate,  he 
died  in  the  po.ssession  of  wealth.  His  son.  Doctor  John  H.  Helm, 
the  principal  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Elizabethtown, 
Carter  Counly,  Tennessee,  April  2,^.  1826.  His  education  was 
gained  chietiy  tb.rough  private  instruction.  Having  inherited  in 
some  respects  his  father's  tastes,,  he  studied  medicine,  first  under 
Doctor  Piiny  M.  Crume,  at  Eaton,  Ohio,  and  with  Doctor  Charles  L. 
Avery.  In  r8  }  }  lie  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincin- 
nati, from  which  lie  graduated  in  1S47  and  immediately  commenced 
practice  in  partnership  with  Doctor  Crume,  at  Eaton.  In  the  mean- 
time, in  the  spring  of  1846,  he  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  under  General  Wool,  and  served  one  year  in  the  war  with 
Mexico.  The  years  i848-'49  and  1850  were  spent  in  traveling 
through  California,  Oregon,  Mexico,  the  West  Indies  and  Centr^ 
America,  and  a  portion  of  South  America.  In  185 1  he  married 
Mary  Henkle,  daughter  of  Rev.  Andrew  Henkle,  of  Germ;itn<n\  n. 
Ohio,  but  she  died  only  about  a  year  later.  Having  resumed  the 
duties  of  his  profession  with  Doctor  Grume,  he  remained  at  Eaton 
until  1860^  when  he  removed  to  Peru,  Indiana. '  There  he  soon ' 
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established  himself  in  the  contidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  and 
gained  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  In  1854  he  married  his  second 
Mfife,  Margaret  Ridenour,  of  Preble  County,  Ohio.  They  have 
three  chfldren,  one  daughter  and  two  sons,  liviiiL;.  He  still  resides 
in  Peru  and  intends  to  abide  there  the  remainder  of  his  da\  s.  Re- 
sides attending  to  his  patients  Doctor  Helm  directs  the  management 
of  his  farms  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  atid  Champaign  County, 
nUnois.  Though  he  possesses  good  busmess  qualifications  and  has 
acquired  considerable  wealth,  hk  chief  ambition  has  been  to  excel  in 
the  medical  profession,  and  he  has  lent  his  best  energies  in  that  • 
direction.  In  this  Irnidnble  purpose  he  has  not  failed,  as  sliown  in 
part  by  the  honors  conferred  upon  him  by  various  medical  societies. 
The  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  made 
him  in  1876  their  president.  In  1872  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  Miami  County  Medical  Society.  He  organized  the  Peru  Board 
of  Health  and  has  ever  since  been  its  president.  He  is  a  member 
also  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Dr.  Helm  has  contrib- 
uted various  able  articles  to  these  societies  and  to  medical  journals. 
He  was  one  of  the  company  of  1 73  physicians  who  crossed  the 
continent  to  San  Francisco  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  in  that  dty  in  1871,  and  an  hmorary  membership  in  the 
California  Medical  was  there  conferred  upon  him.  Having  been 
ab.sorbed  in  the  labors  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Helm  has  neither  sought 
nor  accepted  any  political  distinction,  though  his  talents  and  acquire- 
ments would  have  enabled  him  to  succeed  in  that  field.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  early  life,  but  in  later  years  he  has  voted  for  those 
candidates  he  deemed  most  eligible,  regardless  of  their  partv  con- 
nection. He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  Tall,  powerful 
and  po.ssessing  much  personal  magnetism.  Dr.  Helm  is  titted  to  in- 
fluence men  by  these  qualities  alone,  and,  uniting  with  them  talent, 
culture  and  experience,  he  cannot  fail  to  be  a  leader  in  every  enter- 
prise he  undertakes.  His  lot  seems  enviable,  and  it  is  hoped  he 
may  long  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  family,  his  medical  reputation 
and  the  material  blessings  with  which  he  is  surrounded. 

COLEMAN  HENTON  came  to  Miami  County  in  18.^7, 
and  is  a  native  of  Washington,  Fayette  County,  Ohio,.  He  was 
bora  March  7,  1822,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Rachel  (Stinson)  Hmton,  natives  of  Rockingham  County,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Ro.ss  County,  Ohio,  respectiveh-,  the  former  being 
born  in  1793  and  the  latter  in  1801.  Thev  came  to  Peru  in 
1S37,  where  the  husband  followed  the  practice  of  medicine  until 
Mardi,  1863,  when  his  death  occurred.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  1846  and  to  the  State  Senate  in  1852,  ser\ing  one 
term  in  each  house.  The  subject  was  reared  principally  in  Peru 
where  he  secured  a  verv  good  education.  He  was  elected  Sher- 
iff on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1847  and  served  two  terms,  and 
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was  a  mail  agent  from  iS$6  to  i860,  running  Over  the  I.,  P.  Sc 

C.  route.  In  1854  held  the  responsible  position  of  cashier  of 
the  State  Stock  Bank  of  Peru,  which  he  held  for  one  year, 
and  he  then  moved  on  a  farm  of  120  acres  a  short  distance 
Qorth  of  Peru.  liis  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Skinner  was  sol- 
einni2ed  November  i,  1855,  she  being  a  daughter  of  Corsen  C. 
Skinner  (deceased),  of  this  county.  Three  children  were  bom  as 
the  resuh  of  this  union.    Mr.  Henton's  political  views  are  Democratic, 

CARTER  B.  HIGGINS,  M.  D.,  is  a  native  of  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  born  December  15,  1843,  being  the  eldest  of  the  family  of 
Jesse  and  Ann  M.  (Rodebaugh)  Higgins,  natives  respectively  of 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  Albany,  New  York.  The  fomily 
is  of  English  extraction.  The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Miami 
County  in  1846  and  settled  in  Peru.  He  first  took  char<j;e  of  the 
Peru  Mills  and  subsequently  dealt  in  real  estate.  From  1858  to 
to  i860,  he  was  Deputy  Treasurer  of  Miami  County.  Later  he 
was  Mayor  of  Peru.  was  a  prominent  man  and  held  many  posi- 
tions of  trust  with  credit  to  himself.  His  death  took  place  January 
17,  1879,  having  been  bom  in  1806.  His  marriage  was  solemnized 
December  27,  1841.  Of  five  children  born,  only  two  survive; 
Harriet  M.  Logue,  of  Chicago,  and  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
who  was  educated  at  the  Peru  High  School  and  Earlham  College. 
At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  tiie  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Drs.  Constant  and  Walker,  of  this  city,  and  in  October, 
1865,  he  entered  the  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago  and  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  in  1866,  and  then  returned  to  Peru,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  partnership  with  Dr. 
Walker,  one  of  his  preceptors.  This  union  practice  continued  until 
i869>  when  Dr.  Higgins  removed  to  Rochester,  Indiana,  where  he 
remained  a  short  time  and  then  returned  to  Peru  and  this  has 
since  been  his  residence.  He  still  continues  the  active  prac- 
tice and  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Miami  County.  He 
was  married  January  22,  1868,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Jay,  of  Miami 
Count}-,  daughter  of  Thomas  Jay,  deceased.  To  this  issue  are 
three  children; Clara,  Jesse  .and  Alice.  Dr.  Higgins  is  Secretary 
of  the  Miami  Medical  Sodely,  and  Treasurer  of  the  State  Societ}' 
and  a  member  of  the  American  Association.  He  also  holds  the 
position  of  consulting  surgeon  of  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific 
Hospital  located  at  Peru.  He  is  a  Mason  and  a  man  of  promi- 
nence and  honor. 

JOSEPH  HOLMAN.  Prominent  among  the  pioneers  of 
Miami  County  was  Joseph  Holman,  a  name  familiar  to  all  the 
early  residents  of  the  citv  of  Peru.  He  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky and  son  of  George  Holman,  who  ligured  conspicuously  in 
the  early  annals  of  the  "Dark  and  Bloody  Groiuid,"  locating 
there  man}-  years  ago  when  the  country  was  in  the  possession 
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of  the  Indians.  When  quite  youn^  he  was  stolen  by  the  sav- 
ages who  kept  him  a  prisoner  until  his  seventeenth  year,  in  the 
meantinie  becoming  habituated  to  all  tlie  modes  And  customs -of 
the  tribe,  with  the  majority  of  which  lie  appears  to  have  bt-rn 
on  terni.s  of  greatest  friendship.  He  left  Kentucky  in  an  early 
day  emigrating  to  Indiana  and  settling  in  Wayne  County,  where 
his  deaUi  \occurred  a  number  of  years  ago  at  the  advanced 
,age  of  one  hundred  and  seven  years.  Joseph  Holman  came  to' 
Indiana  about  the  year  1820  and  located  in  Wayne  County,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  1836.  In  the  latter  year  removed  to 
Miami  County  and  settling  in  Miamisport,  purchased  a  tract  of 
64.0  acres  of  land  on  the  Wabash,  upon  the  eastern  lialf  of 
which  the  original  plat  of  Peru  was  subsequently  laid  out  by 
William  N.  Hood.  A  large  portion  of  the  western  half  is  in* 
duded  in  the  city  limits,  and  the  entire  tract  now  represents  a 
value  of  several  million  dollars.  Mr.  Holman  traded  extensively 
in  lands  and  all  kinds  of  real  estate  and  was  prominently  asso- 
ciated with  the  early  growth  of  Peru  and  Miami  County.  He 
was  land  commissioner  at  Fort  Wayne,  during  the  administration 
of  John  Quinqr  Adams,  but  soon  after  the  inauguration  of 
Andrew  Jackson  was  relieved  of  the  office  for  political  reasons. 
He  was  a  man  of  recognized  abilitv  in  the  various  spheres  of 
life,  an  active  politician,  and  took  part  in  the  convention  which 
framed  the  present  constitution  of  Indiana,  having  been  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  same.  He  married  Lydia  Overman  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children:  Mary,  Soloman,  Martha  and 
Elizabeth,  deceased,  and  Rachel,  Margaret, '  William  and  George, 
living.  In  about  the  year  T839  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
Miami  County  and  returneii  to  Wayne  County,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1872  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

SOLOMON  HOLMAN,  second  child  and  oldest  son  of  Jos. 
Holman,  was  born  18 13  in  Wayne  County.  In  early  life  he  learned 
civil  engineering^  and  assisted  on  many  public  works  of  Indiana, 
having  been  for  sometime  employed  in  surveying  the  White  Water 
Canal,  and  subsequently  was  assistant  superintendent  tmder  Jesse 
Williams  in  the  construction  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal.  He 
located  permanently  in  Miasm  County  in  1836,  and  in  addition  to 
his  duties  as  civil  engineer,  carried  on  a  farm  west  of  Peru,  now  in 
the  corporation  limits  of  the  city.  He  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Miami  County,  a  leading  Mason,  and  his  funeral  in  /^gust,  1852, 
was  the  occa8i<»i  of  one  of  the  largest  Masonic  pageants  ever  wit- 
nessed in  Peru.  He  married  about  the  year  1835  Mary  Forgy, 
daughter  of  Stewart  and  Margaret  Forgy,  of  Ohio,  but  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  moving  here  early  in  the  thirties.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holman, 
viz.:  Margaret,  wife  of  N.  Black;  Lewis  P.,  Lydia  J.,  wife  of  John 
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Melcher;  William,  Emma  (deceased),  wife  of  N.  Balantine; 
Joseph  and  Edgar  (deceased). 

LEWIS  P.  HOLMAN,  llie  gentleman  whose  biographical 
sketch  is  herewith  presented,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Solomon 
and  Maiy  E.  (Forgy)  Holman,  natives  icspi'ctively  of 
Indiana,  and  Ohio.  The  father  was  a  pioneer  of  Miami 
County,  emigrating  here  as  early  as  the  year  1836  and  settling 
*a  short  distance  m>ni  the  Oty  of  Peru,  where  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  fursuits  w  hich  he  carried  on  for  a  number  of  years 
in  connection  with  his  prc^fession  of  civil  engineer.  He  bore  a 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  early  development  of  the  county,  was  a 
man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  powers  of  mind,  and  departed 
this  life  about  the  year  1852.  Lewis  P.  Holman  was  bom  on 
the  paternal  homestead,  in  l^Gami  County,  on  the  24th  day  of  May 
1 84 1.  He  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  early  life  as  a  farmer 
securing  in  the  public  schools  an  education,  which,  although 
not  of  the  highest  scholastic  order,  was  of  a  character  that  has 
since  enabled  him  to  participate  successfully  in  the  details  of  an 
active  bumneas  life.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion, 
when  but  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  age,  with  the  spirit 
that  actuated  the  movements  of  :\]\  patriotic  young  men  and  old, 
throughout  the  entire  North,  he  volunteered  in  the  service  of 
his  country  to  do  battle  for  the  maintenance  of  her  rights.  In 
October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  company  G,  51st  Indiana  infontry 
and  shared  the  vicissitudes  and  fortunes  of  war  with  the  same 
until  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  on  the  13th  da\'  of 
January,  1866.  His  military  record  is  one  of  which  he  feels 
justly  proud,  and  during  his  term  of  service,  he  participated  in 
many  of  the  bloodiest  baldes  of  the  war,  among  which  were 
Perrysville,  Stone  River,  Shiloh,  Chickamauga,  Franklin,  Nash- 
ville and  numbers*  of  lesser  engagements.  Immediately  after 
enlistment  he  was  promoted  corporal,  later  to  4th  duty  sergeant 
and  from  that  to  orderly  sergeant.  On  the  2d  da\  of  April, 
1865,  he  was  promoted  to  2d  lieutenant,  which  commission  he 
held  until  the  dose  of  the  war.  Having  thus  completed  his 
military  career,  he  returned  to  Miami  County  and  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  winch  he  carried  on  successfully  imtil 
1878,  at  which  time  he  abandoned  the  farm  and  began  the  lum- 
ber business  in  the  City  of  Indianajiolis  where  he  remained  until 
1882.  in  lj;^e  latter  year  he  again  returned  to  Miami  County 
and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Peru, 
which  he  has  since  continued  successfully  and  with  financial 
profit.  Mr.  Holman  is  a  man  of  liberal  views,  and  while  taking 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs  has  never  been  a  partisan  in 
the  sense  of  seeking  otHcial  position.  He  votes  the  Republican 
ticket  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  Masonic 
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fraternities.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1S66,  was  solemnized  his 
marriage  with  '  Miss  Emihr  Blake,  daugliter  of  Samuel  Blake, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Miami  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hol- 
man  have  two  children,  namely:  Roxella  and  Lou  Emma. 

WILLIAM  N.  HOOD,  one  of  the  oHirinal  proprietors  of 
of  Peru,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  burn  about  the  year  1791  or 
*92.  His  father,  iVndrew  Hood,  emigrated  from  Kentucky-  in  an 
early  day  and  was  one  of  the  first  residents  in  the  vicmity  of 
Dayton,  near  which  city  the  subject  of  this  biography  passed  his 
youth  and  early  manhood.  In  1S19  William  Hood  came  to  Indi- 
ana and  located  in  Fort  Wayne,  wliere,  for  a  number  of  \ears, 
he  carried  on  a  successful  mercantile  business,  dealing  extensively 
with  the  Ludians  during  the  period  of  his  residence  there.  He 
moved  to  Miami  County  in  1831  and  purchased  of  Me.  Holmaa 
a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  Wabash  River,  including  that  upon 
which  the  City  of  Peru  now  stands.  In  1S34,  in  partnership 
with  Richard  L.  Britton  and  Hon.  Jesse  L.  Williams,  he  laid 
out  the  original  plat  of  the  city  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
securing  the  county  seat.  After  locating  the  town  Mr.  Hood 
engaged  in  speculating  in  lands  and  real  estate,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death,  and  in  which  he  was  very  successful,  accu> 
mulating  a  valuable  property  and  becoming  quite  wealthy.  While 
a  resident  of  Fort  Wayne  he  became  acquainted  with  and  married 
Sophia  C.  Ewing,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Charlotte  E.  Ewing, 
wbD  were  among  the  early  prominent  residents  of  that  dty.  1V&. 
and  Mrs.  Hood  raised  a  family  of  five  children,  viz:  Andrew  A. 
(deceased),  Richard  B.  (deceased),  William  E.,  David  B.,  liv- 
ing at  this  time  in  Peru,  and  Susan  W.,  wife  of  Howard  Hug- 
gins,  of  New  York  City.  Mr.  Hood 'was  a  man  of  line  abilities, 
and  m  1836  was  elected  to  represent  AGami  County  m  the  State 
Legislature.  He  served  one  term  and  in  1838  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  position,  but  did  not  live  to  enter  the  second  time  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  dying  on  the  9th  day  of  July 
of  the  latter  year.  Mr.s.  Hood  survived  her  husband  about 
thirty-one  -years,  dying  in  1869. 

MICHAEL  HORAN  is  a  native  of  the  County  of  Roscom- 
mon, Ireland,  and  was  bom  September  32,  1841.  His  pai  ents 
are  Michael  and  Margaret  (Byrne)  Horan,  also  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1847  and  located  in  San- 
dusky City,  Ohio.  The  subject  was  reared  in  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
where  he  rece*ved  a  common  school  education.  He  came  to 
Miami  County  in  1861,  where'  he  has  since  resided.  He  was 
elected  County  Surveyor  in  1880  on  the  Democradc  ticket,  and 
was  the  candidate  for  the  fourth  time.  Previous  to  his  election 
he  was  engaged  at  his  trade — painting— which  he  learned  when 
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a  boy.  On  the  23d  of  September,  1886,  he  was  manied  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Campbell. 

JACOB  HOSTETLER  came  to  Miami  Countj'  in  the 
year  1847  from  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  bom 
January  8,  1826,  the  youngest  son  of  twelve  children  born  to 
Benjamin  and  Catharine  (Miller)  Hosteller,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  of  German  descent  Our  subject  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  and  then  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Eric  T(nvnship,  where  he  remained  until  1883,  when 
he  came  to  Peru  Township.  Me  has  held  the  offices  of 
Assessor  and  Trustee  of  Erie  Township,  and  is  tlie  possessor 
of  280  acres  of  fine  land  situated  in  these  townships.  June 
25,  1846,  he  and  NGss  Elizabeth  Shetler  were  united  in  holy 
matrimonial  bonds,  and  to  them  eleven  children  have  been 
born,  ton  of  ^vhom  are  living:  Marx  E.,  Benjamin,  John,  Caro- 
line, Gideon,  I^^iank.  Jacob  H.,  PCH/.ahelh,  Ulysses  G.,  Edward  and 
Laura.  He  and  tamiiy  arc  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

REV.  WALTER  L.  HUFFMAN,  one  of  the  pioneer  min- 
isters of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Northern  Indiana,  was  born  in 
Tioga  County,  New  York,  on  the  5th  day  of  June  18 16.  When 
about  three  years  of  age,  his  parents  removed  to  Livingston 
Coun^  and  settled  near  Genessee,  the  same  State.  Here  young 
Walter  was  sent  to  the  district  school  in  a  little  deserted  cabin 
that  had  been  vacated  by  some  previous  occupant.  This  prim- 
iti\  r  building  was  fitted  up  with  rail  seats  and  other  furniture  in 
keeping,  and  here  the  young  student  was  required  to  stud}'  until 
both  head  and  back,  were  almost  racked  with  pain.  When  he 
had  arrived  at  sufficient  agb.he  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer 
and  attended  school  at  intervab  during  the  winter  seasons.  *  Sub- 
sequently his  parents  heard  of  the  far  west,  which  was  then 
Ohio,  and  possessed  of  an  ardent  desire  to  move  to  a  place 
where  cheap  lands  could  be  obtained  tiiey  sold  out  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years,  and  emigrating  to  Northern  Ohio,  settled 
near  Florence,  in  Huron  County.  Here  Walter,  bemg  now  a 
young  man,  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm  and  while  thus  em- 
ployed, snatched  what  time  he  could  from  his  daily  toil  to  study. 
By  a  thorough  course  of  reading,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
done  by  the  flickering  light  of  the  old  lard  lamp  stuck  in  the 
jamb  of  the  chimney,  he  soon  became  well  informed  on  all 
the  current  topics  of  the  day,  besides  making  substantial  progress 
in  history  and  some  of  the  higlier  branches  of  learning.  As 
he  advarurd  in  his  studies,  he  sought  an  oj>portunity  to 
recite  to  an  instructor  which  was  j^oon  gratified  in  the  person 
of  Rev,  J.  F.  Chaplin,  a  minister  of  much  learning  and  piety, 
then  stationed  at  Elyria,  Ohio.    In   1828,  before  leaving  his 
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native  state,  in  a  revival  meeting  near  Brook's  Grove,  conducted 
by  Rev.  A.  Haywood,  he,  with  a  number  ot  others,  gave  his 
young  heart  to  Christ  and  connected  himself  with  the  Meth> 
odist  Episcopal  church.  At  the  same  time  and  place  he  felt  that 
he  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  to  which  end  he 
directed  his  education  and  all  his  mental  and  moral  nature  that 
he  might  become,  as  he  afterwards  did,  a  successful  preacher  of 
the  gospel.  In  the  winter  of  1837  he  came  to  Indiana  and  set- 
tled at  Crawfordsville  where  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  dur- 
ing the  interim  of  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  1839, 
taught  school  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  He  was  subse-. 
quently  requested  by  Major  J.  C.  Elston,  at  the  time  postmaster 
at  Crawfordsville,  to  take  charge  of  the  postoftice,  which  posi- 
tion he  accepted  and  filled  to  the  entire  satisfoction  of  the  peo- 
ple and  his  employer.  In  the  fall  of  1839,  he  was  recommended 
as  a  suitable  candidate  to  be  received  into  traveling  ministrv, 
and  at  the  Annual  Conference  held  that  wiw  at  Lawreneeburgh, 
he  was  duly  received  and  sent  to  Covington  circuit  as  junior 
preacher,  the  Rev.  James  L.  Thompson  being  preacher  in  charge. 
In  th^  fiUl  of  1840  he  was  sent  to  the  Rensselaer  circuit  and 
the  fell  of  1 841  to  Williamsport,  where  he  remained  for 
only  a  short  time.  As  the  preacher  sent  to  Logansport  had 
by  reason  of  poor  health  resigned,  the  Presiding  Elder  changed 
him  from  Williamsport  to  Logansport  to  till  out  the  unexpired 
term.  The  following  year  he  was  sent  to  South  Bend,  from  the 
latter  place  to  LaPorte,  thence  to  Crawfordsville  station,  and 
from  the  latter  place  to  Centreville,  in  Wayne  County.  At  the 
close  of  his  second  year  at  this  station  he  was  appointed  agent 
for  the  Asbury  University,  now  DuPauw,  in  which  capacit\-  he 
continued  for  a  period  of  two  years.  Severing  his  connection 
with  the  agency,  he  was  sent  to  Peru  station,  and  during  his 
two  years'  pastorate  he  built  the  Main  Street  Church,  which  still 
stands  an  eloquent  monument  to  his  untiring  energv  and  indus- 
try. At  the  close  of  his  pastoral  labors  in  this  city  he  was 
appointed  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Peru  District,  the  duties  of  which 
responsible  position  he  discharged  for  two  years.  Near  the 
expiration  of  his  term  in  the  district  it  was  but  too  plainly  seen 
b\-  his  many  friends  tiiat  his  health  was  giving  way,  and  that 
lighter  work  and  less  exposure  to  the  rigor  of  the  weather  was 
absolutely  necessarv.  The  Bishop  sent  him  the  seeontl  time  to 
take  charge  of  tiie  Logansport  station.  It  was  during  his  second 
pastorate  m  that  city  that  he  commenced  the  erection  of  that 
beautiful  stone  temple  of  worship  on  Broadway,  one  of  the  most 
commodious  church  edifices  in  Northern  Indiana.  He  closed  his 
labors  in  Logansport  at  the  end  of  one  vear.  and,  although  str<)n<^dv  ' 
solicited  to  return,  saw  fit  on  account  of  rapidly  failing  healtli  to  decline. 
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and  it  was  at  his  request  that  that  year  was  granted  by  the  confer- 
ence a  certificate  of  location.  Since  then  he  h;is  been  an  earnest  laborer 
in  the  local  ranks,  and,  as  such,  has  done  as  much  work,  for 
the  Mjistcr  as  he  could  possibly  have  done  as  traveUng  minis- 
ter, having  had  and  still  has  more  calls  to  preach  than  he  can 
find  time  to  fill.  His  popularity  as  a  minister  is  attested  by  the 
fact  that  the  people,  who  ha\-e  had  the  privilege  of  once  hear- 
ing him,  always  desire  to  attend  his  meetings  the  second  time, 
and  scores  of  persons,  noted  for  their  deep  piety  and  active 
christian  experience,  were  induced  to  abandon  the  wa\s  of  sin 
for  the  better  way  leading  to  Life  and  Holiness,  through  the 
effect  of  his  eloquent  and  powerful  appeals.  As  a  pulpit  orator 
he  is  always  clear  and  logical  in  his  statements,  eloquent  and 
impressive  in  application,  and  well  calculated  in  his  manner  to 
effectually  reach  the  hearts  of  the  people.  During  the  half 
century  of  his  ministry  he  has  united  in  marriage  over  eleven 
hundred  couples,  and  in  the  dark  hours  of  bereavement, 
has  officiated  at  the  funerals  of  more  than  twelve  hun- 
dred persons.  The  companion  of  his  youth  died  in  1871. 
The  children,  one  son  and  a  daughter  are  still  living.  This 
venerable  and  highly  honored  servant  of  God  is  now  m  his 
seventy-first  }ear,  and  although  the  frosts  and  snows  of  many 
winters  have  been  scattered  upon  his  brow— eloquent  of  the 
rapidly  passing  time — yet  lifers  evening  is  full  of  hope  and  the 
promise  of  a  brighter  day  to  come. 

NICHOLAS  A.  HULL,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  is 
a  native  of  Sweden,  and  dates  his  birth  from  the  25th  day  of 
April,  1848,  a  son  of  Magnus  and  Thoa  HulL  During  his  boy- 
hood and  early  youth  he  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
country  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  good  education,  which, 
aided  by  travel  and  experience,  has  developed  into  a  fund  of 
paactical  knowledge.  Having  early  manifested  decided  taste 
for  mechanical  pursuits  he,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  began  to 
learn  the  cabinet  maker*s  trade,  in  which  he  soon  acquired 
considerable  proficiency.  Thinking  that  the  New  World  af- 
forded better  opportunities  for  a  young  man  than  his  native 
land,  he  left  the  latter  in  1861,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States;  located  in  New  York  City,  where  he  found  employment  as 
a  skilled  workman  in  the  manuncture  piano-fortes.  In  the  fell 
of  1863  he  joined  the  United  States  navy  as  a  carpenter's  mate,  and 
subsequently  (1866)  went  to  the  City  of  Chicago,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  until  he  removed  to  Peru  in  the  year  1872. 
Upon  reachini^  the  chv  he  engaged  with  the  Indiana  manufac- 
turing company,  and  at  this  time  holds  the  responsible  position 
of  superintendent  of  the  cabinet  department  for  the  manufecture 
of  sewing  machine  wood  work.   Mr.  HuU  b  a  skillful  mechanic, 
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thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  details  of  the  trade,  and  has 

the  confidence  of  his  t  iiiplnyers.  Politically  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  thougii  he  has  neV^er  figured  as  a  partisan 
or  othce  seeker.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in 
the  ddiberations  of  which  order  he  .takes  an  active  part  He 


on  October  i6,  1868. 

DAVID  IRWIN  was  bom  January  27,  1847,  in  Peru,  and 
is  the  eldest  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Matilda  (Coun^hL-nour )  Irwin, 
natives  of  Huntington  County,  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Mianii 
County  in  1845,  and  located  in  Peru,  where  our  subject  was 
reared.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  learn  the  butcher's 
trade  with  Mr.  Henry  Mack  (deceased),  and  in  1867  commenced 
the  business  for  himself.  November  13,  1870  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  H.  Pierce,  a  native  of  this  State.  To 
them  has  been  born  one  child,  Harry,  January  27,  1872.  He  was 
again  married  September  38,  1876,  to  Miss  Emma  N.  Stigle- 
man,  of  Peru,  daughter  of  Samuel  M.  Stigleman.  Our  subject's 
father  was  married  in  1845,  and  became  the  parent  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  David,  CaroHne,  William  (deceased),  and  Samuel. 
David,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
this  being  the  only  secret  society  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and 
in  poUtics  is  a  Democrat  He  received  a  very  fair  education, 
and  all  in  all  is  a  most  worthy- citizen. 

ELI  J.  JAMISON  was  bom  in  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
NoMmbir  24,  1820,  and  is  the  fourth  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
( Harris j  Jamison,  both  natives  of  Maryland  and  of  English-Scotch 
origin.  The  subject  of  the  biography  remained  on  the  Marvland 
farm  until  1837,  when  he  came  to  Indiana  and  located  in  Wayne 
County,  where  for  three  years  he  served  as  an  apprentice  at  the 
cabinet  maker's  trade.  In  1848  he  engaged  in  the  general  fur- 
niture and  undertaking  business  in  Muncie,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  John  Jamison.  In  1856  he  came  to  Peru,  where  he 
continued  the  business  until  z88o,  when  he  sold  the  furniture 
department  and  is  now  only  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  for  more  than  ten 
years.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jamison  occurred  1841,  to  Miss  vSarah 
Dinwiddle,  a  native  of  Peru.  They  have  two  children,  viz.:  Henry 
B.  and  Elizabeth  L.  Mrs.  Jamison  died  in  1846.  In  1848  Mr. 
Jamison  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Marshall  of  Kentucky.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 

JAMEvS  J.  KEYES  is  a  native  of  Pickaway  County,  near 
Circleville,  Ohio,  and  was  born  November  6,  1846.  He  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  fOman)  Keyes,  natives  of  the 
same  county  in  Ohio.   The  faitner  came  to  Butler  Township, 


was  united  in  marriage 
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tbis  county,  in  X847;  was  a  fanner,  died  September  18,  1868; 

was  at  one  time  township  assessor  of  Butler  Township.  The 
rnoiher\s  death  occurred  September  4,  1879.  person  whose 

name  appears  at  the  commencement  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
on  the  farm  in  Butler  Township,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
secured  emplo3rment  with  a  Mr.  Whittenberger,  grocer,  as  clerk, 
and  afterwards  engaged  with  Mr.  N.  C.  Brower,  boot  and  shoe 
dealer,  where  he  remained  until  1876,  when  he  formed  a  co-part- 
nership with  Alexander  Keyes  and  started  a  general  store  at 
Xenia,  where  they  continued  imtil  1882,  when  he  purchased  a 
shoe  store  in  Logansport  and  moved  the  stock  to  Peru,  and 
since  1883  has  been  transacting  business  at  that  place.  In  June, 
1885,  Wm.  M.  Trout  became  his  business  partner.  Mr.  Keves 
was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Jacobs,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jacobs  of 
Logansport,  June  10,  1880,  to  whom  were  bom  two  children; 
Evelyn,  bom  December  9,  1883,  and  Clarence  L:,  bom  Octo- 
ber 29,  1885.  He  is  an  ardent  adherent  of  the  principles  and 
practices  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Kni<i;^hts  of  Honor.  Mr.  Ke^'es  is  an  honest,  upright  citizen  and 
commands  the  respect  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he 
resides. 

RICHARD  KILGORE,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  £ven- 

yourtial,  was  born  in  Peru,  Indiana,  December  18,  1866,  and 
is  the  second  child  of  W.  W.  and  Jane  ( Kinsley-)  Kilgore,  natives 
of  Kentucky.  W.  W.  Kilrrore  came  to  Miami  County  Indiana,  in 
1868  and  for  some  years  was  in  partnership  with  E.  H.  Shirk  in 
the  mercantile  business.  Richard  Kilgore  received  a  rudimentary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Pera,  supplemented  by  a  course  in 
Waba.^^li  C  ollege,  which  institution  he  attended  for  some  time.  He 
servi  d  a  four  years  apprenticeship  in  the  Republican  office,  under 
Reed  and  Lockwood  and  after  acquiring  proficiency  in  the  printer's 
trade,  worked  at  the  same  in  various  places,  having  been  one  year 
employed  on  Bvttrfrm^  pubfished  at  Midiigan  Ci^.  In  June, 
1885,  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  TS$  Chicago  Tirifmnc 
which  he  held  until  March,  1886,  when  he  returned  to  Peru,  Indiana 
and  purchased  the  Evenini(  yotirnal^  of  which  he  has  since  been 
editor  and  proprietor.  He  has  displayed  fine  ability  in  Journalism 
and  at  Uiis  time  is  perhaps  the  youngest  editor  m  the  State.  He 
He  was  married  September  7,  1886  to  Miss  Gertrade  Canrode, 
daughter  of  T.  W.  and  Jenny  Canrode,  of  Kokonio.  Indiana. 

FRED  A.  KISSELL,'  Deputy  Clerk  Miami  Circuit  Court, 
was  born  in  Peru,  Indiana,  May  17,  1858;  the  onlv  .son  of  George 

H.  and  Sallie  T.  ^Tracy)  Kissell.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  ix)m  February  26,  1833.  He  came  to  Indiana  in 
1855,  and  was  for  a  number  of  years  express  messenger  on  the 

I.  F.  &  C.  railroad,  having  run  on  the  first  train  from  Indianapolis 
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toPertt.  He  subflequently  abandoned  the  road  and  located  in 
Peru,  and  later  moved  to  a  farm  near  the  dty.  He  operated  a 
large  stone  quarry  for  a  period  of  about  ten  years,  and  died  June 
22,  1886.  Mrs.  Kissell  was  the  daughter  of  Carleton  Tracy, 
who  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Miami  County,  settling 
here  when  Peru  was  but  a  niche  in  the  surrounding  forest.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  of  the  county, 
held  many  positions  of  trust,  and  departed  this  hfe  about  the  year 
1865.  Mrs.  Kissell  was  born  in  Peru  J;irm:iry  7,  1834,  and  died 
August  22.  1882.  Fred  A.  Kissell  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Miami  County,  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  country  and 
city  schools,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  accepted  a  position 
in  the  Corcuit  Clerk's  office  under  Jesse  S.  Zem.  At  the  e3q;>iration 
of  that  officiars  term  of  service  he  was  appointed  deputy  by  the 
present  clerk,  Charles  A.  Parsons,  a  position  he  still  retains.  Mr. 
Kissell  is  a  careful  business  man  and  an  accomplished  penman, 
and  liis  records  are  among  the  neatest  and  best  kept  of  those  in 
any  of  the  public  offices.  He  votes  the  Republioui  ticket  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  On  the  5th  of  November, 
187^  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie  D.  Deniston,  a 
union  blessed  with  two  children,  Nellie  M.,  born  July  26,  1880, 
and  Jessie  F.,  born  August  13,  1883.  Mrs.  Kissell  was  born 
July  5,  i860,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

JULIUS  KOHLS  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  was  bom 
November  3, 1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Wilhclm  and  Catharine  Kohls. 
He  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1S72,  and  came  direct 
to  Peru.  In  December,  1885,  J.  M,  Garver,  his  step-father,  came 
to  America  and  located  in  Peru.  He  is  engaged  in  business  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Albert  Moesk.  In  April,  1876,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Conradt,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles 
Conradt  (deceased),  of  this  county.  Four  children  have  been  bom 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohls,  viz:  Otto,  Hulda,  Hedwi^-  and  Catharine. 
Mr.  Kohls  has  been  an  energetic  citizen  since  his  ad\ent  to  tliis 
country,  and  by  his  judicious  management  has  acauired  a  pleasant 
home  and  comfortable  surroundings.  He  and  his  taroily  are  mem. 
hers  of  the  German  Luthern  Church  and  he  is  a  Democrat. 

JOHN  C.  KRATZER,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  born  March 
i^.33i  son  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  Kratzer.  The  family 
emigrated  to  America  in  iS-^p,  and  settled  near  Woostor.  Ohio, 
and  remaining  there  one  year  came  to  Miami  County  in  1850 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Clay  Township  and  here  the  fether 
of  Mr.  Kratzer  died  Febriiai  y  11,  1883,  the  mother  preceeding 
him  December  19,  1S81.  The  subject  of  this  biography  had 
the  advantages  of  fine  schools  and  received  a  classical  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  ten  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  jeweler's  trade  at  his  birthplace,  Cheux-de-Fonds,  Switzer- 
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land.    He  came  to  Peru  in  1852,  since  which  time  he  has  been 

engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in  this  city.  By  industry  and 
energy  he  has  succeeded,  .md  is  now  one  of  the  best  business 
men  in  his  line  in  this  county.  He  was  married  November  10, 
1857,  to  Miss  Eliza  Rettig,  a  native  of  Ohio.  By  that  union 
two  children,  .were  horn.  Mrs.  Kratzer  died  April  2,  1879, 
and  May  25,  1881  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Rettig,  widow  o£ 
John  Rettig.  Mr.  Kratzer  has  been  a  member  of  the  Peru 
City  Council.  lie  is  a  K.  of  P.  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  He 
is  a  good  citizen  and  an  honorable  man.  He  erected  Odd  Fellows 
Hall  in  this  city.  He  is  a  Democrat  Mrs.  Kratzer  has  one 
daughter  In-  her  tlrst  hus]);ind. 

JOSEPH  H.  LARIMER,  Clerk  elect  of  Miami  Circuit  Court. 
Conspicuous  among  the  self-made  men  of  Miami  County,  is  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  biographical  sketch.  Mr.  Lari- 
mer was  bom  in  Deer  Creek  Township,  this  county,  on  the  3rd 
day  of  February,  1854,  ^  fourUi  son  of  Joseph  D.  and 
*  Mary  A.  (Miller)  Larimer,  natives  of  Fairfield  and  Perry  Coun- 
ties, Ohio,  respective! V.  Joseph  D.  Larimer  was  born  in  the  year 
1826.  emigrated  to  Indiana  in  1S46,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Deer 
Creek  Township,  where  his  death  occurred  August  11,  1877. 
Joseph  H.  Larimer  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools  a  good  English  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  abandoned  the  farm,  and  commenced 
reading  law  with  Messrs.  Farrar  &  Carpenter,  of  Peru.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  October,  1880,  but  did  not  at  once  engage  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  taking  charge  of  the  Bunker- 
hill  Press,  a  weekly  paper  published  at  Bunker  HiU,  of  which  he  was 
editor  and  proprietor,  for  about  one  year.  Severing  his  connection 
with  said  paper,  he  returned  to  Peru  and  entered  upon  the  active 
practice  of  the  law.  which  he  has  since  successfulh'  continued.  He 
early  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs  and  developed  con- 
siderable ability  as  a  successful  politician  and  organizer.  He  is  an 
unflinching  Democrat,  and  in  i8i36  was  nominated  by  his  party  for 
the  oflice  of  Circuit  Clerk.  He  made  the  race  against  one  of  the 
most  popular  candidates  the  opposition  could  put  in  the  fielil.  and 
after  a  \  erv  close  and  exciting  contest,  was  elected  by  a  decided 
majority.  As  a  business  man  and  attorney,  Mr.  Larimer  is  straight- 
forward, upright  and  honorable,  and  as  a  citizen,  he  enjoys  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  On  the  21st  day  of 
jNovember,  1882,  was  solemnized  his  marriage  with  Miss  Lillie  M. 
Bliler,  of  Cass  County,  Indiana,  to  which  union  one  child,  Edna,  has 
been  born. 

ABRAHAM  LEHMAN.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  bom  in  Wurtemburg  on  the  19th  of  May,  1845. 
He  enjoyed  superior  educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  attending^ 
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first  the  common  and  high  schools  of  his  imttve  country  and  subse- 
quently the  Kumzelan  College,  from  which  he  graduated  after  a 
four^ears  course*     His  literary  education  being  completed  Mr, 

Lehman,  at  the  n^v  of  nineteen  sailed  for  the  United  States  and  on 
reachin<(  his  destination  came  direct  to  Peru,  Indiana,  where  he 
engaged  as  cleric  with  tlie  mercantile  lirm  of  the  Levi  Brothers. 
He  continued  in  that  capacity  for  only  a  limited  period;  engaging 
in  1867  with  David  Adler  in  the  dry  goods  business  at  Attica,  IndH 
ana,  where  he  carried  on  that  branch  of  trade  until  1870.  He  re- 
turned to  Peru,  the  latter  year  and  opened  out  in  the  clothing  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  with  success  and  financial  profit  until  1879. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  flax  bagging  and  tow  manufacturing,  in 
partnership  with  the  Rosenthal  Bros.,  and  in  1881  became  a  mem- 
ber of  a  stock  company  of  which  in  1882  he  was  elected  President 
Tliis  company  operate  the  large  flax  mills  just  west  of  the  city,  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  the  county  and  do  ^n  extensive  and 
prosperous  business.  Mr.  Leiiman  w  as  married  October  29,  1884 
to  Miss  Ada  Rosenfield,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leh- 
man have  two  children,  viz:   Bernard  and  Minnie  F. 

WILLIAM  \V.  LOCKWOOD,  editor  of  the  Peru  RepuhJinin, 
was  born  in  Preble  Countv,  Ohio.  December  24.  1835.  His  father, 
George  W.  Lockwood,  was  born  in  Sussex  Countv,  Delaware, 
in  1809,  and  was  accidentally  killed  in  1837.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Lockwood  was  Belinda  Lockwood,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jackson.  She  died  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in  1840,  having  been 
bom  in  that  county  in  1813.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  William  Lockwood,  who  was  bom  in  Delaware  in 
1776;  emigrated  to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in  1826,  and  died 
there  the  following  year.  The  grandmother  of  Mr.  Lockwood 
was  Phoebe  (Dingle)  Lockwood,  bom  in  Delaware  in  1775, 
and  died  in  Ohio  in  1840.  The  Lockwood  family  is  of  English 
origin,  though  the  familv  has  been  known  in  America  for  more 
than  a  centur\-.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  elder  of  two 
sons  and  because  of  the  early  death  of  his  parents,  was  reared 
by  his  kindred,  and  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age  came  to  Miami 
Coun^  with  his  uncle,  Daniel  D.  Lockwood.  He  first  attended 
the  common  scliools  and  subsequently  was  a*  student  at  Wabash 
College.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Companv  E,  Eighty-sixth  In- 
diana Volunteers,  and  was  honorablv  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  conflict  between  the  States.  From  1865  to  1867  he  was  an 
employe  in  the  Indianapolis  postoffice.  In  the  latter  part  of  1867 
he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  which  occupation  he  continued 
without  interruption  until  1878.  As  a  teacher  he  was  a  pro- 
nounced success,  and  is  vet  an  uncompromising  friend  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  extended  education.  In  1878  he  came  to  Peru 
and  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Peru  Jxcpttblican^  and  in  this 
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connection  continues,  and  is  a  leading  newspaper  man  o£  this 
portion  of  Indiana.  Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
ever  on  the  alert  for  the  best  interests  of  liis  party.  His 'first 
right  of  suffrage  was  e.xercised  for  Lincoln  for  President.  In  1867 
he  was  made  a  Mason,  and  is  also  a  charter  member  o£  the  K. 
of  P.  lodge  of  this  city  and  also  G.  A.  R.  post.  December  38, 
1869.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Waite,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Sullivan  and  Margaret  ( Woods ^  Waite  of  tliis 
county.  Mrs.  Lockwood  was  born  in  Allen  Township,  this 
county,  February  24,  1848.  To  this  union  are  five  sons  .ind  two 
daughters,  vis.:  Charles  W.»  George  B.,  Margaret  H.,  William 
W.,  Florence  B.,  Arthur  and  Albert  L.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  M.  £.  church,  and  are  among  the  best  people  of 
this  citv  or  count\'. 

EBENEZER   P.  LOVELAND,  late  promitunt  lawyer  of 
Peru,   was  born^  at   West   Rutland,   Vermont,   November  25, 
1817.    His  parents  were  Col.  Joseph  and  Beulah  (Pratt)  Love- 
land.    When  he  was  ten  \  t  ars  of  age  his  parents  moved  to 
Granville,  Ohio,  at  which  place  he  attended  school  until  his  six- 
teenth year.    His  father  dying   at  that  tinn-  oblii^ed  him  to  rely 
in  a  great  measure  upon  his  own  resources,  and  shortly  after- 
ward he  engaged  in  teaching,  which  he  continued  several  years, 
pursuing  his  literary  studies  when  not  thus  employed.  He  early 
chose  the  profession  of  law  for'  a  life  work,  and  began  his  pre- 
paratory reading  of  the  same  under  competent  instructors  at 
Richmond,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  the  year  1S40.  He 
removed  to  Miami  County  that  year  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Peru,  where  his  high  legal  abilities  soon  won 
for  him  a  conspicuous  place.    He  continued  in  the  active  prac- 
tice at  the  Miami  bar  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  during  w  hich 
period  he  achieved  the  record  of  never  having  lost  an  imporiaiit 
case  entrusted   to  his   management.    During  the   time  he  was 
practicing    he    was   associated   with  Mr.   Heal,  under   the  firm 
name  of  Loveland  &  Deal,  and  Judge  N.  O.  Ross,  under  the 
title  of  Loveland  &  Ross,  tlie  latter  having  been  one  of  the 
strongest  law  firms  in  Miami   County.    In   1856   Mr.  Loveland 
entered  the  held  of  journalism  and  founded  the  /V/  //  /^V/>///»//^^/w, 
which  was  the  first  successful  effort  to  run  a  newspaper  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Democracy  in  Miami  County.    The  early  success 
of  this  enterprise  was  such  as  to  cause,  for  a  time,  the  suspen- 
non  of  the  opposing  paper.    From  the  year  1863  to  1867  he 
was  engaged  as  assistant  pavmaster,  Indiana  Legion,  with  head- 
quarters at   Indianapolis,  and  at  the  time  the   Democratic  mem- 
bers of  the  Indiana   Legislature  resigned  their  seats  in  order  to 

Srevent  the  adoption  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment,  was  the 
Lepublican  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
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very  small   majority.    In   addition  to  his  extensive  professional 

business  Mr.  Loveland  always  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
internal  improxcmcnt  of  the  county  and  was  largely  instrumental 
in  inaugurating  the  present  etiicient  turnpike  system  of  Miami. 
He  abo  took  an  active  interest  in  all  measures  having  for  their 
object  the  welfare  of  Peru,  and  while  editor  of  the  Republican 
persistently  urged  upon  the  citizens  the  propriety^  of  improving 
and  beautifying  their  premises  and  improving  and  keeping  in 
repair  the  streets  of  the  city.  He  earlv  look  a  decided  stand  in 
favor  of  temperance  reform  in  Indiana,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  *«Sons  of  Temperance"  ^havin^  been  a  total  abstainer 
from  the  time  he  signed  the  Washingtonian  pledge  when  quite 
a  small  boy  in  Vermont),  and  in  185 1  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Grand  Division  of  that  organization  for  this  State,  which 
met  at  Indianapolis.  While  in  attendance  ai  tliis  meeting  he  was 
chosen  a  delegate  to  the  National  Division,  which  consened  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  in  the  summer  of  1853.  In  1853  he  was 
made  vice  president  of  the  railroad  then  in  process  of  construc- 
tion between  the  cities  of  Laporte  and  Peru.  He  was  active  in 
his  endeavors  to  secure  tlie  location  of  the  Howe  Sewing 
Machine  works  in  this  city,  and  it  was  while  trying  to  save  the 
company's  property  in  the  great  fire  of  February  10,  1876,  that  he 
met  with  a  violent  death  by  being  crushed  beneath  a  burning  build- 
ing. This  sad  event  cast  a  sha<K:  of  deepest  gloom  over  the  entire 
city  and  county,  for  his  death  was  not  onlv  looked  upon  as  a  public 
calamity,  but  as  a  personal  loss  to  the  many  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  in  social  and  business  relations.  Mr.  Loveland  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  honest  in  his  political  convictions 
and  opposed  to  everything  seeming  like  dishonesty  and  trickery.  He 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  which 
nearly  all  of  his  family  also  belonged.  On  the  12th  day  of  October, 
1842,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jane  Hood,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  namely:  Henry  C. 
(deceased),  CeUa,  wife  of  A.  Paling;  Alice,  wife  of  L.  Morrill; 
Clara,  wife  of  B.  R.  Graham;  Hood  P.,  Robert  J.  and  Irene 
(deceased ) . 

ROBERT  J.  LOVELAND,  attorney  at  law,  and  youngest  son 
of  Ebenezer  P.  and  Jane  Loveland,  is  a  native  of  Miami  County, 
Indiana,  bom  in  the  city  of  Peru,  January  17,  1858.  He  attended 
the  city  schoob  until  his  thirteenth  year  and  subsequently,  1873, 
entered  Central  College,  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  where  he  pursued 
his  studies  for  a  period  of  four  vears  completing  the  prescribed 
course  in  that  lime.  He  then  liecame  a  student  of  Wabash  College, 
Indiana,  and  attended  the  same  from  1877  till  1879,  returning  to 
Peru  the  latter  year,  and  taking  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Shirk  &  MitaieU.   He  pursued  his  legal  studies  under  the  above 
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able  instructors,  until  the  spring  of  1880,  but  prior  to  that  time 
during  his  vocations,  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Ohio,  and  Nfiami 
County,  Indiana,  lie  was  admitted  to  tlic  bar  in  1880.  but  did  not 
engage  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  until  the  spring  of 
the  following  year,  at  which  time  he  effected  a  co-partnership  with 
E.  T.  Reasoner  under  the  firm  name  of  Reasoner  and  LiOveland 
which  lasted  until  1884.  Since  June,  1884  he  has  been  associated 
in  the  practice  with  R.  P.  Efhnger  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
Peru,  and  the  firm  thus  constituted  has  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice in  the  courts  of  Miami  and  other  counties.  From  his  boyhood 
Mr.  Loveland  has  been  a  dilligent  student,  and  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  his  chosen  profession  is  e>  inced  by  the  reputation  he 
enjoys  among  his  brethren  of  the  Miami  County  bar.  He  mastered 
tile  principles  of  the  law  in  a  short  time,  soon  became  familiar  with 
its  practice,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best  young  lawyers  in  the  city  of 
Peru.  He  is  an  active  member  oi  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternity.  Votes 
in  confirmity  with  the  Republican  party  and  since  his  thirteenth 
year  has  belonged  to  the  Prt'sbvterian  Church. 

HENRY  MEINHARDf ,  merchant,  is  a  native  of  Breslau, 
Germany,  and  only  son  of  lIenr^  and  Elizabeth  (Franke)  Mein- 
hardt.  He  was  born  March  14,  1852,  and  at  the  age  of  three  years 
was  brought  to  the  United  States,  and  for  ten  years  thereafter 
resided  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  In  1865,  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Columbus  and  three  years  later  came  to  Peru,  Indiana,  and 
engaged  as  salesman  with  the  mercantile  firm  of  Kilgore  &  Shirk, 
in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  1884.  In  March,  18S5,  he 
engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  on  his  own  responsibilit}',  and  in 
October  of  the  same  year,  effected  a  copartnership  with  Oscar  L. 
Minor,  which  still  continues.  Mr.  Meinhardt  is  a  notable  exam(de 
of  what  energy  and  determination  can  accomplish  in  the  face  of 
ad\  erse  circumstances.  Commencing  life  with  little  capital,  save  a 
desire  to  succeed,  he  has  by  diligent  attention  to  business  and  strict 
probity  of  character,  won  for  himsdf  a  place  in  the  ccmfidence  of 
the  people,  and  the  house  which  he  so  recently  established  has 
already  become  one  of  the  n  ell  known  business  places  of  the  city. 
Mr.  ^^e^nhardt  is  Independent,  so  far  as  politics  are  concerned,  and 
in  religion  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  on  the  iith  day  of  February,  1880,  with  Miss  Missouri 
Hazzard,  daughter  uf  John  Hazzard,  of  Kokomo,  a  union  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  one  child.  Mrs.  Meinhardt  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

REV.  HENRY  MEISSNER  is  a  native  of  Munster,  in 
the  province  of  Westphalia,  and  the  capital  of  that  province.  He 
was  born  on  the  3d  of  December,  1842.  His  parents,  August 
and  Catharine  (Brohmeyer)  Meissner,  both  died  when  he  was 
quite  young,  casting  hini  upon  his  own  resources  and  compelling 
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him  to  fight  the  battles  of  early  life,  without  the  assistance  of 
paternal  care,  in  which  he  succeeded  admirably,  as  the  following 
brief  review  will  indicate:  After  the  death  of  his  parents  his 
nearer  relatives  desired  that  he  should  learn  the  carpenter  trade, 

but  his  strong  desire  for  knowledge  prompted  him  otherwise, 
and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  entered  the  gymnasium  or  college 
in  his  native  town,  where  he  remained  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  graduated  in  Latin,  Greek,  mathematics,  sciences 
and  classics.  He  procured  money  sufficient  to  pay  his  tuition 
and  purchase  books,  etc.,  by  giving  private  instructions  to  his  associ- 
ates, and  by  his  superiority  in  examinations  accomplished  that 
which  he  had  most  desired.  However,  not  satisfied  with  the 
amount  of  knowledge  he  already  possessed,  alter  lie  had  attained 
his  majori^  he  entered  the  university  and  embraced  the  studies 
of  theology,  law,  philosophy,  etc.,  and  continued  there  for  three 
years,  or  until  1S66,  when  he  graduated  with  degree  in  most 
branches  as  "excellent."  In  1866  he  embarked  for  America. 
About  this  time  the  Austrian-Prussian  war  broke  out,  lasting 
only  about  six  months,  and  his  country  was  about  to  be  involved 
MriUi  France.  He  landed  at  New  York,  going  direct  to  Balti- 
more, where  he  finished  his  studies  in  St.  Mar\'*s  Seminary.  Our 
subject  was  ordained  priest  June  30,  1868.  and  then  went  to  the 
Diocese  of  Fort  Wayne,  which  comprises  the  Northern  portion 
of  Indiana.  Here  he  had  charge  of  the  parish  at  Goshen,  Elk- 
hart County,  for  two  and  one-half  years,  and,  in  the  beginning 


he  was  continued  for  a  period  of  nearly  five  years,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1S75,  came  to  Peru,  where  he  has  since  had  charge  of 
the  parish  at  this  place.  While  at  Crown  Point,  bv  his  indomi- 
table will  and  energy,  he  built  a  school  house  and  church,  which 
are  both  creditable  reminders  of  his  perseverance.  At  Peru  he 
found  the  congregation  encumbered  with  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  $16,000,  which  obligations  have  all  been  discharged. 
In  1884  he  returned  on  a  visit  to  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  while 
on  his  trip  visited  many  of  the  cities  of  France  and  Italy,  making 
a  stay  of  about  four  months.  In  1880  he  completed  a  volume 
of  poems  in  the  Low  German  entitled,  "Knaffeln,'*  or  in  English, 
♦'Biscuits,''  which  was  a  youthful  production,  and  also  a  volume 
in  High  German,  the  title  of  which  is  "  Orgeltoene,"  the  English 
of  which  is  "Organ  Strains."  He  was  advanced  in  1880  by  the 
Bishop  to  the  position  of  Examiner  and  Visitor  of  the  Fort 
Wa3me  Diocese.  His  territory  as  Exi^miner  only  extaids  over 
one  district,  viz:  Peru.  He  is  also  one  of  three  of  the  Board 
of  Theolgians  for  the  Diocese  of  Fort  Wayne. 

MOSES  MERCER,  a  native  of  Muskingum  County,  Ohio, 
was  bom  September  5,  1827,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Aaron  and 
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Mahala  (Ofiver^  Mercer,  natives  of  Rockingham  and  Tiger's 
Valley,  Va.,  ana  who  are  of  English  origin.  The  father  moved 
from  Virginia  in  1815  to  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  moved 
to  Peru  in  1845,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Newton  Ccninty,  In- 
diana, lie  was  born  in  1802,  and  is  still  living  and  enjoying  a 
reasonable  share  of  nature's  blessing.  The  subject  was  reared  in 
Muskingum  and  Putnam  Counties,  Ohio,  on  a  farm,  until  at  the 
age  of  twelve  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  mill-wrighting, 
which  he  completed  at  eighteen  and  soon  after  abatuloning  it, 
adopted  the  occupation  of  carpentering,  at  which  he  worked 
until  1866.  In  1845  he  was  located  in  the  town  of  Peru.  He  was 
engaged  by  the  Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chicago  Railway  Company  in 
1865,  to  work  in  their  shops,  and  then  went  with  the  Wabash  Com^ 
pany,  where  he  worked  in  the  wood  depaiinunt.  He  married 
Miss  Ann  ].  Loni^^  on  March  9,  1886.  Miss  Long  was  an 
accomplished  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Long,  a  Cass  Couiily  pioneer, 
who  resided  in  the  city  of  Logansport.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mercer  are 
the  parents  of  five  children,  Ada  J.,  May,  William  S.,  Georgie  (girl), 
and  Robert  E.,  deceased.  Her  death  occurred  in  March,  1886.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically  clings 
to  the  faith  of  the  Republican  party.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  are  regular  attendants  at  public  worship. 

GEORGE  C.  MILLER,  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Shirk  & 
Miller,  was  bom  in  Cass  Coimty,  Indiana,  January  2,  1845,  and  is 
the  eldest  son  of  John  L.  and  Mary  (Long)  Miller,  natives  respec- 
tively of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.  John  L.  Miller  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Cass  Count\ ,  and  for  some  years  carried  on  liie 
mercantile  business  in  Logansport,  having  been  one  of  the  lirst  mer- 
chants of  that  city.  He  was  a  man  widely  and  feivorably  known 
and  departed  this  life  about  the  year  185 1.  George  C.  Miller  was 
raised  in  Cass  and  Miami  Counties,  received  a  practical  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  salesman  in 
the  mercantile  house  of  Kilgore  &  Shirk,  in  Peru.  He  continued 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk  until  1873,  at  which  time  he  become  a  part-  . 
ner,  and  subsequently,  1880,  when  Mr.  Kilgore  retired  he  pur- 
chased that  gentleman's  interests,  thus  changing  the  style  of  the 
firm  to  that  of  Shirk  &  Miller,  by  which  title  it  has  since  been 
known.  To  describe  in  detail  the  vast  amount  of  busine-s  trans- 
acted bv  this  house  would  far  transcend  the  limits  of  this  sketch, 
but  sufHce  it  to  say,  that  in  dry  goods,  hardware,  agricultural 
implements,  and,  in  fact,  all  kinds  of  general  merchandise,  it  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  successful  mercantile  firms  in  Northern  Indiana, 
affording  eniplovment  throughout  the  entire  year  to  about  twenty 
clerks  and  salesmen,  Mr.  Miller,  as  manager  of  the  immense  busi- 
ness, displays  ability  of  a  high  order  and  a  merchant  thoroughly 
conversant  with  all  the  detsuls-  of  the  trade,  and,  as  a  succ^iful 
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financier,  he  is,  perhaps,  without  a  peer  in  the  city  of  Peru.  He  is 
withal  a  very  popular  citizen,  and  his  success  in  addition  to  his  thor> 
ough  knowledge  of  the  business,  is  largely  due  to  his  industry  and 

fidelity  and  that  courtesy  which  marks  the  well  bred  gentleman. 
He  was  married  March,  1870,  to  Miss  Ella  Leebrick,  of  Wayne 
Countv.  Indiana,  who  has  borne  him  the  following  children,  viz: 
Harry  L.,  Charles  W.,  Elbert  S.  and  George  C.  Miller. 

WILLIAM  B.  MILLER,  Auditor  of  Miami  County,  and  son 
of  George  B.  and  Margaret  (Columbia)  Miller,  was  born  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  February  20,  1845.  George  B.  Miller  was  bom 
in  Columbus.  Ohio,  about  the  year  1816,  of  German-Scotch  ances- 
try, his  parents  being  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  Indiana 
in  1 836,  settling  in  Fort  Wayne,  where  he  worked  at  the  plasterer's 
trade,  and  where  he  resided  until  his  removal  to  the  town  of 
Wabash  in  1846.  From  there,  in  the  year  1852  he  came  to  I*eru, 
where  he  still  resides.  Marjjaret  Miller  was  born  in  the  Cilv  of 
Fort  Wayne,  ot  French  parentage,  and  died  thereon  the  13th  clay 
of  April,  1845.  By  a  subsequent  marriage  with  Mary  Ross,  sister 
of  Judge  N.  O.  Ross,  of  Peru,  Mr.  Milfer  has  three  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  at  this  time.  William  B.  l^fiUer  was  reared  in 
Peru,  moving  to  this  city  with  his  father  when  about  seven  years  of 
age.  He  attended  the  citv  schools  at  inter^  :i1s  until  his  fifteenth 
year,  at  which  early  age  he  entered  the  aruu  enlisting  in  June,  1861, 
in  Company  A.,  20th  Indiana  Infantry,  witli  which  he  shared  the  vis- 
dsntudes  and  fortunes  of  war  in  many  of  the  Moodiest  battles  of  the 
Eastern  Campaigns,  including  among  others  the  expedition  from 
Fortress  Monroe  to  Fort  Ilatteras.  Seven  days  fight  before  Rich- 
mond and  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing.  Bull  Run,  Gettysburg, 
Frederickburg,  Chancellorsville,  The  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburgh.  His  term  of  service  expiring  immedi- 
atel\  after  the  engagement  kst  named,  he  was  honorably  (Hscharged 
at  Indianapolis  on  the  1 8th  of  July,  1 864.  On  leaving  the  army  he  re- 
turned to  Peru,  but  the  follo\\  intj  October  he  again  tendered  his  ser- 
vices to  the  country  and  joined  Company  K..  i42d  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  with  which  he  served  till  honorably  discharged,  August  5, 
1865,  spending  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  Nashvme,  Tennessee. 
His  military  record  thus  completed,  he  returned  home  and  after 
remaining  with  his  friends  in  Peru  until  April,  1866,  went  to  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  at  which  place  he  worked  at  the  plasterer's  trade 
until  1872.  He  returned  to  Indiana  that  year  and  worked  at  his 
vocation  in  Logansport,  until  1875,  at  which  time  he  came  back  to 
Peru,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1883  he  was  elected  a  mem. 
ber  of  the  City  Council  of  Peru  and  in  the  fall  of  1886,  was  nomi- 
nated on  the  Republican  ticket  for  Auditor  of  Miami  County;  an 
ofiice  to  which  he  was  elected  after  a  spirited  contest,  overcoming  a 
previous  Democratic  majority  of  350  votes.    Mr.  Milller's  record 
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both  as  soldier  and  dvUian  is  one  of  which  he  feels  justly  proud  and 
his  triumphant  election  over  so  much  opposition  attests  his  great 
personal  popularity,  \\  ith  the  people  of  the  County.   He  is  and  has 

been  since  his  twenly-tirst  year  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  at  this  time  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  K.  of  H.  orders.  He  was  married  July  i8,  1872,  in  Cass 
County,  Indiana,  to  IVfiss  Julia,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
St  Clair,  of  the  same  county  and  State. 

OSCAR  L.  MINOR,  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Meinhardt  & 
Minor,  was  born  in  Rush  Countv,  hidiana,  February  8,  1856,  son  of 
Constantine  and  Mary  (Gates)  Nlinor;  both  parents  natives  of  the 
same  State.  Mr.  Minor,  when  quite  young,  w  as  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Rochester,  Indiana,  in  whidi  city  he  passed  the  years  of  his 
youth  and  early  miuihood,  acquiring  in  the  meantime  from  the  pub- 
lic schools  a  practical  English  education.  He  came  to  Peru  in  1872 
and  engaged  as  salesman  in  the  mercantile  house  of  Kilgore  & 
Shirk,  where  he  remained  until  1855,  at  which  time,  in  partnership 
with  Henry  Meinhardt,  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  The 
firm  of  Meinhardt  &  Minor,  although  but  recently  established,  has 
already  won  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  successful  business 
houses  of  the  city,  and  has  a  reputation  more  than  local.  Mr.  Minor 
has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  dry  goods  business,  and 
is  thoroughly  well  posted  in  all  the  details  of  the  trade,  lie  was 
married  October  13,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Susan  (Culbertson)  Bearss,  of 
Peru. 

JUDGE  JOHN  MITCHELL,  Peru.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
is  a  native  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Bristol. 
England,  September  24,  1829.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Prussia, 
and  his  mother  a  native  of '^Ingland.    In  November,  1833, 

f rated,  with  his  parents,  to  the  United  States,  arriving  at  the  city  of 
hiladelphia.  He  lived  in  Dela\' .  u  r  and  Chester  Counties,  Penn- 
sylvania, until  ten  vears  of  age.  He  then  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Wa\  nc-  County,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  four  years.  His 
parents  then  removed  to  Peru,  Indiana,  bringing  their  family  with 
them,  arriving  on  the  second  day  of  October,  1843.  Mr.  Afitdiell 
attended  the  public  school,  where  he  received  a  good  primary  edu- 
cation. After  completiog  his  course  of  study  in  this  department, 
he  was  sent  to  a  seminary  at  Cambridge  Citv.  Indiana,  where  he 
continued  his  studies  one  vear,  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  Hos- 
iiour,  now  of  the  Norilivvestern  Christian  University.  Ai  the  age 
of  14  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade  with  his  father,  who  was  engaged 
in  that  occupation.  This  trade  he  followed  in  the  city  of  Peru  for 
a  number  of  years,  devoting  his  spare  moments  to  the  acquisition  of 
legal  knowledge,  in  which  pursuit  he  made  rapid  progress,  under 
the  instruction  of  the  late  Aljihonso  A.  Cole.  In  1861,  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  when  he  abandoned  the  tailor's  trade, 
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devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  study  of  law.   In  December,  1863, 

he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Miami  County,  and  entered  into  part, 
nership  with  Hon.  H.  J.  Shirk,  with  whom  he  has  since  been  asso- 
ciated, excepting  a  short  interval  in  the  winter  of  1872.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  tliree  terms,  without  opposition.  He 
rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  taking  rank  with  die  older  members 
of  the  bar.  In  October,  1872,  less  than  nine  years  after  he 
commenced  practice,  he  was  elected  Common  Aeas  Judge  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Judicial  District  of  Indiana,  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Miami,  Cass  and  Pulaski.  To  this  office  he 
was  also  elected  without  opposition.  This  was  a  high  honor 
to  confer  upon  him;  and  more  particularly  so,  as  he  is.  the 
only  member  of  the  Miami  Coun^  Bar  who  was  elevated  to 
that  position.  In  this  capacity  he  served  his  constituents,  until  the 
Legislature  abolished  the  court,  when  he  resumed  tht*  practice  of 
law  with  his  formbr  partner,  Mr.  Shirk.  At  the  close  of  his  brief 
judicial  career,  Judge  Mitchell  retired  from  the  high  position 
awarded  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  with  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
jurist,  and  a  record  of  which  he  ma}'  justly  be  proud.  The  annals  of 
the  Twent\  -flfth  Judicial  District  Court  present  no  brighter  example 
of  integrity  and  dignity.  He  is  a  logical  and  impressive  speaker,  and 
is  known  throughout  the  county  as  a  conscientious  adviser  and  suc- 
cessful practitioner.  Though  a  self-made  man,  he  is  one  of  marked 
abOity.  His  name  will  stand  out  prominently,  in  the  years  to  come, 
as  an  example  of  what  may  be  accCMXiplished  by  application  and 
perseverance  in  the  difficult  profession  of  the  law.  J"dge  Mitchell 
was  married  February  24,  1859,  to  Miss  Caroline  K.  Foote.  of 
Paynesville,  Ohio,  who  bore  him  several  children,  the  following  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Emily  M.,  Samuel  C.  and  Mary  F. 
Mitchell.    Mrs.  Mitchell  died  on  the  l6th  day  of  September,  1883. 

EDDMORE  S.  MORRIS,  a  native  of  Chillicothe,  Rush 
County,  Ohio,  was  born  August  5,  1829,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Carvil  and  Elizabeth  (Beale)  Morris,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Virginia  respectively.  Eddmore  S.  was  reared  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  his  youthful  patriotism  grew 
so  strong  that  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country  in  the 
Mexican  war  in  the  Second  Ohio  regiment  in  1847, 
and  remained  about  one  year,  and  he  then  returned  to  . 
the  farm,  there  continuing  until  reaching  his  majority,  1850,  when 
he  came  to  Peru,  and  m,  a  short  time  thereafter  was  to  be  found  in 
Logansport  learning  tiie  trade  of  a  stone^nitter,  and  after  a  time, 
when  his  eanings  would  permit,  he  would  attend  school,  applying 
his  surplus  earnings  to  the  payment  of  tuition  until  his  education 
was  so  complete  that  he  finally  engaged  in  school  teaching,. at  which 
he  contiiuiLcl  alternately  with  his  trade  until  1857,  then  returned  to 
Peru  and  engaged  exclusively  at  his  business  until  1863.   He  then 
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purchased  the  Browndl  farm  which  he  managed  for  three  ^ears 

{^')  \  and  then  disposed  of  it  and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  bttsmess, 

{j\  ^    in  which  he  did  not  prove  to  be  successful,  losinL^  his  entire  investment, 

i\  C\    $15^000.    Although  luck  was  not  his  companion,  in  1869  he  again 

Jj^  V  ^  re-opened  his  business,  having  secured  the  aid  of  some  eastern  capi- 
talist,  which  again*  re-established  him,  and  since  which  time  he  has 
been  doing  a  thriving  trade  in  the  grocery  and  bakery  business. 
The  19th  of  January,  1857,  his  marriage  was  solemnized,  he  taking 
as  a  life  partner  Miss  Nancy  Johnson  Grant,  a  native  of  Butler 
^  ^  County,  Ohio,  and  to  them  seven  children  were  born.    Their  names 

I       are  Nellie  B.,  Jennie  F.,  Elmer  S.,  Wilbur  G.,  Schuyler  M.,  Lizzie, 
^       ^'Z  Ica  E.,  and  Anna  (d^eased).   In  1853  he  was  made  a  Mason  and 
'  ^       also  an  Odd  fellow.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican.    His  son  Elmer 
S.,  is  an  attorney  at  law,  born  in  November,  1861,  and  commenced 
'         practicing  in  1883.    He  is  a  (rraduate  of  the  High  Schools  of  Peru, 
I  "irr       as  are  also  Wilbur  S.,  Schuyler  M.,  Jennie  and  Nellie. 

^  JOSEPH  D.  OATES,  a  native  of  New  Buffalo,  Berrian 

County,  Michigan;  bom  June  30,  185 1,  and  is  the  second  son  of 
Joseph  D.  and  Hannah  (Austin)  Oates.  His  father  was  born  in 
EiiL^Warid  and  his  mother  in  Indiana.  In  childhood  the  subject  re- 
nio\a  il  with  his  par<'nts  to  Lake  Countw  Indiana.  At  nine  vears  of 
age  he  went  to  Lai'orte  to  live  with  an  aunt.  In  1865  he  began 
working  on  a  farm  in  Porter  County.  Here  he  was  accorded  the 
privilege  of  attending  school  during  the  winter  months.  In  186S  he 
returned  to  LaPorte  and  began  learning  the  cabinet  maker's  trade. 
He  came  to  Peru  in  187 1  and  from  that  time  until  18S3  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  sewing  machine  factory  of  this  city.  Since  1883  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business.  Mr. 
Oates  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Indiana  E.  Snively,  in  1878,  a 
•daughter  of  John  M.  Snively  of  this  city.  To  this  imion  are  four 
children,  viz:  Fred  M.,  Alice  E.,  Arlie  M.,  and  Indiana  M.  Mrs. 
Oates  died  May  31.  18S6.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican. 
In  1882  he  was  elected  Councilman  from  the  second  ward,  and  re- 
«lected  to  the  same  office  in  1884,  and  elected  to  the  same  office  in 
1886.    He  is  an  lion(jrable  citizen  and  a  man  greatly  respected. 

ANDREW  J.  PARKS.  The  subject  of  this  biography  is  a 
native  of  Miami  County,  born  in  Richland  Town.ship  on  the  22nd  of 
June,  1843.  His  parents,  James  and  Jane  (  Watson)  Parks,  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  respectively.  The  father  came  to 
Miami  County  in  his  early  manhood — about  the  year  1839— ^nd 
purchased  land  in  Richland  Township,  upon  which  he  lived  until  his 
death,  in  i860.  Andrew  J.  Parks  was  raised  a  farmer,  received  a 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  his  native  township  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  ACaroi  County,  and  in  order  to  conveniently  dis- 
charge his  official  duties,  moved  to  Peru,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
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His  official  record  having  been  one  highly  satisfactory  to  his  party 

and  the  people  at  large  throughout  the  county,  he  was  re-elected  in 
1882  and  served  until  1884.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
Mr.  Parks  opened  out  in  his  present  business,  viz. :  dealing  in  har- 
ness, trunks  and  buggies,  and  has  already  met  with  well  earned  suc- 
cess in  the  enterprise.  In  1865  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country 
as  private  in  Company  K,  134th  Indiana  V^olunteer  Infantry,  but  the 
war  closing  soon  after,  he  was  in  the  army  for  a  period  of  only  four 
months.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  K.  of 
P.  and  Masonic  fraternities,  and  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  His 
marriage  in  1866  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Monteith,  daughter  of  Watson 
Monteith,  of  Richland  Township,  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of 
three  children,  viz:  Emma  ( deceased  K  Louie  and  Watson  l^irks. 
Politically,  Mr.  Parks  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  ■  Democratic 
party. 

CHARLES  A.  PARSONS,  Oerk  of  the  Miami  Orcuit  Court, 
was  bom  in  the  city  of  Lock  port,  N.  Y.,  July  11,  1839^  and  is  the 

youngest  son  of  Aaron  and  Emily  (Stowe)  Parsons,  natives  respec- 
tively of  Massachusetts  and  Cotmecticut.  The  subject  spent  his 
youth  on  a  farm,  received  in  tlu-  common  schools  a  practical  educa- 
tion and  at  the  age  of  fourieen  accepted  a  position  with  the  Great 
Western  railroad  company,  in  the  employ  of  which  he  remained 
until  he  removed  to  Peru  in  1859.  In  the  latter  year  he 
received  a  position  in  the  freight  department  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  Rail- 
road with  headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  and  in  1861  became  passen- 
ger conductor,  in  which  capacit}'  he  continued  until  taking  charge  of 
the  office  at  Kokomo  one  year  later.  He  served  as  local  agent  at 
Kokomo  until  January,  1865,  at  which  time  he  abandoned  railroads 
ing  and  engaged  with  the  American  Express  Company,  Indian- 
apolis, in  which  city  he  subsequently  became  agent  for  the  Mer- 
chants Union  Express  company,  remaining  with  the  latter  for  a 
period  of  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned 
to  Peru  and  again  engaged  in  railroading,  accepting  the 
position  of  roadmaster  with  the  I.,  P.  &  C,  and  continuing 
in  that  capacity  until  1872.  In  that  year  he  became  identified  with 
the  Howe  Machine  Company  with  which  he  remained  until  1873, 
when  he  accepted  the  position  of  Deputv  Clerk,  Miami  Circuit 
Court,  under  Jesse  Zern,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged 
in  an  eminently  satisfactory  manner  until  elected  to  the  office  in  1878. 
Mr.  Parsons  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  by  a  majority  ' 
vote  of  404,  a  fact  whicli  attests  his  great  personal  popularity  in  a 
reliably  Democratic  county.  Me  was  re-elected  by  a  decided  ma- 
jority in  1882  aud  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office.  Mr.  Par- 
sons fife  has  been  a  very  active  one  and  against  his  official  record 
no  breath  of  snspidon  luis  ever  been  utterS.  He  is  a  public  spir> 
ited  dtisen,  takes  a  five  interest  in  all  measures  having  for  their 
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object  the  public  good  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. On  the  8th  day  of  May,  1862,  was  solemnized  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Ferris,  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  a  union  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  four  children  of  whom  the  following  are  now  living, 
to-\vit:    Anna  II.,  Fred  A.,  and  Ella  G. 

JACOB  PAULY,  is  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  was 
born  January  18,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Marv  Paulv, 
natives  of  Germany.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1851,  and  his  par- 
ents followed  ten  years  latter,  he  having  been  reared  on  a  farm  and 
received  a  good  German  education.  On  coming  to  this  country  he 
went  to  Cinciunati  and  worked  at  the  shoemaker's  trade,  at  which 
he  had  served  an  appreniicship  of  three  years,  and  then  came  to 
Peru  and  worked  at  the  tailor  s  business  for  about  nine  years,  hav- 
ing abandoned  tlie  siioe  trade  on  account  of  his  eyes.  In  1869  he 
opened  his  present  business  in  Peru,  at  which  he  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful and  has  succeeded  in  accumulating  considerable  property.  He 
was  married  in  May,  1848,  to  Miss  Mary  Weltman,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, who  are  now  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
dead.  He  passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  a  subordinate  lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows,  is  a  Republican  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
John  C.  Fremont. 

Adam  RADER  came  to  Miami  County  in  the  fall  of  1840, 
from  Rockingham  Countv,  Virginia.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  8th 
of  March,  1822,  being  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Hoover) 
Rader,  natives  of  the  same  county.  The  father  came  west  at  the 
same  time  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Peru  Township,  where  he  re- 
mained until  death,  April  9,  1872.  In  1835  subject  of  this 
sketch  came  to  Clinton  County.  He  was  principally  reared  in 
Montiromerv  Countv.  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education.  He 
now  owns  eightv  acres  of  land  in  Peru  Township.  \lv  was  married 
to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Wallace  June  2,  1853,  a  native  of  Highland 
County,  Virginia,  to  whom  were  bom  nine  children:  William, 
Henry,  Edwsutl,  Lew  is,  Anna  M.,  Sarah,  Elsie,  Martha  and  Pearley. 
Mr.  Rader  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

WILLIAM  RASSNER,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was 
born  in  Germany  on  the  23d  of  April,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of 
Albert  and  Elizabeth  Rassner.  He  remained  in  his  native  country 
until  nine  years  of  age,  at  which  time,  1832,  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  landing  at  the  City  of  Baltimore  in 
September  of  the  above  year.  From  there  they  removed  to 
Chamber.sburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  thence  in  1835  to  Dayton, 
Ohio,  in  which  city  the  subject  grew  to  manhood.  His  educa- 
tional privileges  were  fair,  the  best  his  opportunities  afforded, 
yet  of  that  practical  nature  which  enabled  him  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  to  commence  his  business  career  as  a  druggist,  at  which 
profession  he  served  about  six  years,  acquiring  great  proficiency 
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in  the  meantime.  Severing  his  connecticHi  with  his  preceptor  in 
1846,  he  enlisted  in  the  ist  Ohio  Regiment  for  the  Mexican 
war,  and  continued  with  the  same  for  about  one  year,  serving 

part  of  the  \ime  as  a  private  soldier,  and  a  part  in  the  capacity 
of  hospital  steward.  On  leavin^^  the  army  he  returned  to  Day- 
ton, and,  in  1849,  came  to  Peru,  Indiana,  where  he  opened  a 
drug  house  and  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  continued  the 
drug  business  with  encouraging  success  until  1873,  at  which 
-  time  he  retired  from  active  life,  and  is  now  enjo\ing  that  quiet 
which  only  those  who  have  battled  with  the  world  for  over  a 
half  century  know  how  to  appreciate.  Mr.  Rassner  lias  taken 
an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  ot  his  adopted  city,  and  all 
measures  for  the  public  good  find^  in  him '  an  ardent  and  ener> 
l^c  supporter.  He  deserves  mention  for  his  efforts  in  the  city*s 
mterest  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  to  which  he  was 
elected  several  times,  and  in  the  deliberations  of  which  he  dis- 
played wisdom  and  rare  executive  ability.  He  is  at  this  time 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  dty  water  works.  He  was  married 
August,  1848,  to  ISfiss  Anna  Kaabe,  of  Germany,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  viz:  Matilda,  Catharine  and  Amelia  R.  JVfrs. 
Rassner  died  early  in  1857.  The  latter  part  of  the  same  vear 
was  solemnized  his  second  marriage  with  Mat;d:iK  ne  Sprinp^er, 
of  Peru,  a  union  blessed  witli  the  birth  of  two  children,  Emma 
and  Frances.  His  second  wife  died  in  1864.  He  married  his 
present  wife,  Mary  A.  Stepler,  in  1864,  to  which  marriage  four 
children  have  been  bom,  viz, :  Lizzie,  Louisa,  Elvira  R.,  and  David 
H.  Mr.  Rassner  votes  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  been  an  active  participant  in  local 
politics. 

JOHN  H.  REAM  is  a  native  of  Shanesville,  Tuscarawas 

County,  Ohio,  and  the  eldest  son  of  William*  and  Harriet  A. 
(  Shultz)  Ream,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are  of  German 
descent,  and  came  to  Miami  County  in  1847  and  located  in  I'eru, 
the  former  being  a  blackiimith  by  trade.  John  H.  was  born 
December  10,  1838,  and  in  1853  commenced  learning  the  trade  of 
hamess^making  under  J.  M.  Stutesman,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  nearly  three  years.  Not  being  satisfied  with  his  chosen  vocation 
he  secured  the  position  of  "new\s-butcher"  on  the  railroad  which 
he  retained  for  some  time,  after  which  he  worked  in  many  depart- 
ments of  railroad  service,  and  was  finally  promoted  to  that  of 
Master  of  Transportation  of  the  Grand  RafHds  and  Indiana  R.  R. 
(northern  division)  in  which  he  was  retained  for  about  three  years, 
with  headquarters  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich*,  In  the  year  1877,  with 
Thomas,  a  brother,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  bakery  business, 
and  afterwards  purchased  his  brother's  interest  in  July  1886.  In 

April,  1861,  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  13th  Ind- 
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iana  Regiment,  Volunteer  Infontry,  and  was  mustered  out 
July   2,   1864,  as    Sergeant,  having  then   served  over  three 

years  in  this  nobk-  cause.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  the  Deserted  Farm,  near  Suffolk,  Virginia.  In  I865  he  re- 
entered the  service  as  Captain  of  Company  H.,  of  the  1 5 1  st 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  at  the  re-organisation  of  that  rcgi- 
meut,  and  continued  until  the  close  of  the  war  or  until  the  disbaml- 
ing  of  the  troops.  Mr.  Ream's  marriage  to  Mbs  Lottie  C.  Cov- 
elle,  of  Cxrand  Rapids,  Michigan,  was  solemnized  February  21, 
1873,  them  one  child — Anna  M. — was  born.    Politicallv  he 

is  a  Republican.  He  is  also  prominendy  identified  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  Royal  Arcanum, 
in  all  of  which  he  is  a  highly  respected  and  much  esteemed 
member.  He  conducts,  at  present,  the  leading  grocery  and  bakery 
business  of  Peru. 

GEORGE  I.  REED,  editor  Pern  Republican,  was  born  in  Cass 
County,  Indiana,  December  14,  1838;  son  of  James  and  Margaret 
(Cox)  RefMl.  His  father  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Cass  County, 
having  moved  there  in  an  early  day  from  Ohio.  His  mother  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee;  her  father  served  in  the  war  of  181 2.  Mr. 
Reed  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  at  the  Cass  County  Sem- 
inary and  the  Union  Christian  College  at  Merom,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1866.  As  a  student  he  excdled  in  the  languages  and 
during  the  last  three  years  he  taught  the  Latin  classes.  In  July, 
1866,  he  accepted  the  pontion  of  Superintendent  of  the  Peru  city 
schools,  which  he  was  obliejed  to  rosit^n,  on  account  of  ill  health,  at 
thi'  end  of  six  months.  After  recuperating  about  one  vear,  Mr. 
Reed,  in  connection  with  J.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  purchased  the  Peru 
ReptiNkan,  with  which  he  has  since  been  identified.  The  firm  of 
Reed  &  Brown  continut  tl  as  such  for  about  one  year,  when  Mr. 
Reed  purchased  Mr.  Brown's  interest  and  remained  sole  proprietor 
until  1S73.  Mr.  M.  R.  vSinks  was  then  received  as  partner  and  he 
took,  charge  of  the  mechanical  part  of  the  business.  In  May,  1878, 
he  sold  his  share  to  W.  W.  Lockwood,  Esq.,  of  Odell,  Illinois,  since 
which  time  the  firm  has  been  Reed  ft  Lockwood.  Under  Mr. 
Reed's  management  the  Republican  has  become  the  leading  news- 
paper in  Miami  County  and  it  is  universallv  recognized  as  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  influenlial  journals  of  Northern  Indiana.  From 
1867  to  187 1  Mr.  Reed  occupied  the  position  of  School  £.vam> 
iner,  and  subsequently  served  as  President  of  the  City  School 
Board  of  Peru.  In  1878  he  was  elected  a  Representative  to 
the  Legislature.  The  Republican  is  opm  for  articles  writ- 
ten in  the  interest  of  education,  and  few  men  have  done  more 
than  he  has  toward  di*\  elopin<^  the  )'>resent  effective  rdiu  alional 
svstem  of  his  county.  ^Vn  c.nnesl  Republican,  the  columns  of  his 
paper  are  devoted  during  political  campaigns  to  advocating  the 
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principles  of  his  party.  Mr.  Reed  is  a  member  of  the  Christiaii 
Church  and  an  active  Mason.   During  the  war  he  enlisted  In  the 

2 1st  Indiana  Volunteers,  1st  Hea\  v  Artillery,  but  was  at  once 
detailed  for  clerical  duties  in  which  he  continued  until  peace  was  de- 
clared. He  has  been  foremost  in  supporting  all  enterprises  for  the 
public  good.  He  is  of  medium  size  and  build,  has  genial,  pleasant 
manners  and  stands  deservedly  high  as  a  conscientious,  intelligent, 
public  spirited  citizen.  January  13,  iSfO,  he  married  Alaggie  Bell, 
daughter  of  N.  Bell,  Esq.,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Kokoma  They 
have  one  child. 

WILLIAM  C.  H.  REEDER,  a  native  of  Massillon,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  was  born  to  Daniel  and  Sarah  ^ames)  Reeder, 
November  3,  1839,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  England,  respect- 
i\  cly.  The  father^s  ancestors  are  of  German  descent.  Mr.  Daniel 
Reeder  came  to  Miami  County  in  the  year  1854,  and  settled  in 
Peru.  The  father  was  born  in  1808  and  the  mother  in  1821.  The 
person  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  a  cabinet  maker,  having 
commenced  to  learn  the  trade  at  the  age  of  eighteen  under  Messrs. 
West  &  Jamison,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years..  In 
July,  1861,  he  answered  the  country^s  call  and  enlisted  in  the  service 
for  its  preservation,  in  the  20th  Indiana,  Company  A,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  July,  1864.  Was  wounded  twice  at  the  battle  of 
Peach  Orchard,  Va.,  June  25,  1862.  He  came  back  to  Peru  and 
and  was  employed  by  his  former  employers,  West  &  Jamison, 
with  whom  he  again  labored  at  his  trade  for  about  two  years,  after 
which  he  was  employed  by  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  Railroad  Company,  in 
their  wood  department  and  is  their  pattern  builder,  at  which  he  has 
been  employed  ever  since.  Our  subject  was  united  in  matrimony 
with  Miss  Agnes  Weist,  of  Huntington,  Indiana,  October  21, 
1869,  and  they  have  been  blest  with  the  birth  of  six  children, 
named  Charles,  Emma,  Edward,  Robert  and  Anna,  who  are 
still  Hvinfj,  and  John  E.,  deceased.  Mr.  Reeder  and  familv  are 
very  much  respected  citizens  in  the  vicinity  in  which  they  reside. 
He  is  a  Republican. 

JOHN  C.  REYBURN  was  bom  in  Peru,  August  28,  1838; 
the  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Timberlake  )  Reybum,  who 
hailed  from  Ohio  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The  father  of  this 
subject  came  to  Miami  County  about  the  year  1836,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  was,  in  an  earl\'  day,  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
died  May  2i,  184.6,  and  the  mother.  May  6,  1850.  John  C  was 
also  a  carpenter,  having  learned  the  trade  under  a  Mr.  Timberlake, 
his  unde,  and  in  1879  commenced  to  work  for  Mr.  Lenhart,  who 
does  a  general  furniture  and  undertaker's  business.  Near  the  close 
of  the  late  war,  March,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  155th  Indiana  Regi- 
ment, and  was  in  the  service  about  si.\  months.  His  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Detamore  was  solemnized  on  the  i8th  day  of  August, 


Digitized  by  Google 


464  HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 

185^  and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom 
are  stSXt  livui|r — Charles,  Luella,  Lillie,  Emma,  and  Mary  £.  (de- 
ceased). His  education  was  that  usually  received  at  the  common 
scliools.  Our  subject  is  a  meinher  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  also  represents  his  ward  in  the  Council  of  the  city. 

JOSEPH  REYBURN  was  bom  in  Miami  County,  Ind.» 
May  5,  1833,  son  of  Rev.  William  M.  and  Sarah  (Black)  R^- 
burn.  William  M.  Reyburn  was  born  in  Virginia  Oct.  21,  1792, 
and  when  quite  young  emigrated  to  Ohio,  settling  near  the  City 
of  Lewisburgh,  where  he  grew  to  manhood's  estate.  He  was 
raised  a  farmer,  but  early  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  receiving  his  license  to  preach  about  the  year  1829  or  '30. 
In  October,  183 1,  he  came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  settled 
on  land  adjoining  the  Citv  of  Peru,  where  he  opened  a  farm,  which 
was  his  home  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  one  of  the  first  preach- 
ers in  Miami  County,  and,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  sacred 
calling,  took  an  active  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  county, 
having  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  m 
1835,  RejMiisentative  in  1841,  and  State  Senator  in  1S43.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  while  a  resident  of  Ohio 
held  the  oflice  of  Major  in  the  Militia  of  that  Slate.  His  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  Black,  of  Ohio,  was  solemnized  June  13,  1816,  a 
union  blessed  with  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Eliza  J., 
James  M.,  Caroline,  Sobieski,  John  C,  Margaret.  Sarah,  William 
B.,  Joseph  and  Sarah,  all  dead  but  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Reyburn  died  Jan.  28,  1849.  Mr.  Reyburn's  second  marriage  was 
celebrated  Sept.  26,  1850,  with  Ann  S.  Woodword,  who  is  still 
living.  His  death  occurred  June  i,  1854.  Joseph  Reyburn  wa» 
raised  in  Miami  County,  and  has  spent  all  his  life  on  the  paternal 
estate  west  of  Peru.  He  was  educated  in  the  early  schools  of  the 
citv,  which  he  attended  at  intervals  until  attaining  his  mnjoritv, 
when  he  bi-gan  life  upon  his  own  responsibilitw  ehoosin<T  agricul- 
ture as  a  vocation.  He  has  led  a  quiet  and  ucvcntful  liie,  ^uid 
belongs  to  that  substantial  class  of  citizens  whose  recommendations 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people  are  actions  instead  of  words.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  zealous  Christian,  hav- 
ing been  born  and  raised  in  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his 
family  also  belongs.  On  the  25lh  of  March,  1856,  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  he  married  Rachel  L.,  daughter  of  George  and  Han- 
nah Deacon,  of  Ohio,  to  which  marriage  the  following  children 
have  been  bom,  to-wit:  William  A.,  Edwin  C,  Joseph  S.  and 
Marv  Reyburn. 

■ni':\RV  REYNOLDS  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ithaca,  Xew 
York,  .May  21,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  xVmanda 
(Purdy)  Reynolds.  His  ancestors  were  English  people,  and  sev- 
eral representatives  of  the  family  came  to  the  New  World  in  the 
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first  vessel  that  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  River  early  in 
the  17  th  century.  The  subject^s  grandfather,  Samuel  Reynolds,  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  tor  inaoy  years  a  prominent  business  man 

of  New  York  City,  where  he  carried  ot>  the  banking  business. 
The  grandfather,  on  the  mother  side,  Monmouth  Purd}',  was  born 
in  New  York  also,  and  \n:is  a  large  farmt-r  and  stock  raiser  of 
Cayuga  County.  Abraham  Reynolds  was  born  in  New  York  City 
about  the  year  1809,  was  fanner  and  stock  raiser  by  occupation, 
and  died  in  his  native  State  in  the  year  1854.  Amanda  Reynolds 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  and  died  there  in  1864. 
Hi  nr\-  Reynolds  was  raised  on  a  farm  in  Cavuga  County  and 
received  a  liberal  education  in  the  Courtland  Academv,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1859.  engaged  in  business  for  himself  as  a 

machinist,  in  Poplar  Ridge,  in  which  place  and  near  by  he  oper- 
ated shops  for  a  period  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  Disposing 
of  his  interests  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Ithaca,  New  York, 
and  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Cayuga  Lake 
Railroad  shops  in  that  city,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  resided  at  Ithaca  until  the  spring  of  1886,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  geih  ral  foundry  and  machine  shops,  formerly  oper- 
ated bv  E.  S.  Hackley  and  later  by  Thomas  Lovett.  He  is  at  this 
time  a  partner  with  A.  J.  Ross,  and  the  tirm  thus  con.stituted  do  a 
general  foundry  and  machine  business,  giving  employment  to  about 
fifteen  men.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  married  July,  1864,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Tuthill,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  v  ith  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

CHARLES  R.  ROBINSON,  JR.,  second  son  of  C.  H.  and 
Mary  E.  (lioynton  )  Robinson,  natives  of  Maine,  was  bom  at  the 
City  of  Farmington,  New^  Hampshire,  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  1850. 
His  parents  came  to  Indiana  in  185 1,  and  located  in  Peru,  where 
Charles  R.  spent  the  years  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  which  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an  English 
education.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  engaged  as  lireman  on  the  Pan 
Handle  Railroad,  subsequently  worked  in  the  same  capacity  on  the 
«*Big  Four"  line,  and  still  later,  accepted  a  similar  pontion  on  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  ft  Santa  Fe  road,  for  which  company  he  was  soon 
promoted  engineer.  In  1877  he  engaged  with  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  road 
as  engineer,  running  between  Peru  and  Michigan  City,  and  still 
retains  this  place,  being  at  this  time  in  the  enip!f)v  of  the  Wabash 
Company.  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  skillful  railroad  man,  and  has  the 
confidence  of  the  large  corporation  with  which  he  has  for  so  many 
years  been  identified.  He  belongs  to  the  l^rotherhood  of  Locomo- 
tive Engineers,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  besides  an  active  member 
of  the  K.  of  P.  and  T.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities.  He  votes  in  conformity 
with  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  in  no  sense  of  the 
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word  a  partiflan.  In  Januarys  1872,  Miaa  Sarah  M.  Apperson,  of 
Clinton  County,  Indiana,  became  his  wife,  and  to  their  marriage 
have  been  born  three  children,  viz:    Neil,  Stella  and  Edith. 

RICHARD  B.   RUNYAN,  ex-Auditor  of  Miami  County, 

is  a  native  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  born  October  16,  1824.  His 
father,  Lewis  Run^an,  was  a  New  Jerse\'  merchant,  and  lived  and 
died  in  that  State.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Runyan  was  Mary  Runyan, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Britton.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
educated  in  the  State  of  his  nativity.  In  1844  he  came  to  Miami 
Countv  and  settled  in  Peru.  Some  years  afterward  he  removed  to 
his  present  place  of  residence,  just  outside  the  present  northwest 
dty  limits.  Here  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres,  and  has  in  addition  valuable  property  in  the  city  of  Peru. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
Democratic  party.  In  October  1878  he  was  t-lected  Auditor  of 
Miami  County  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  otlice  in  1882.  He 
is  a  public  man  in  whom  the  people  of  this  county  have  implicit 
confidence.  He  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  county  officials,  the 
county  has  ever  had.  Mr.  Runyan  was  married  in  November 
1853  to  Miss  Maria  McGregor,  the  only  child  of  John  McGregor,  a 
man  famous  in  the  pioneer  history  of  Miami  County  and  this  city. 
He  was  born  in  Buckley  County,  Virginia,  January'  11,  1798,  and 
died  August  26,  1S35.  Mrs.  Runyan  was  born  May  i,  1834,  '^"^ 
was  the  first  white  child  bom  in  what  was  then  known  as  Miamis- 
port,  now  a  part  of  Peru.  They  have  one  son,  Britton  L.  Mr.  Run- 
yan is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  this  county.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

JOHN  SHAFER,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  born  July  10, 
1842,  the  second  son  of  George  and  Catharine  (Naucle)  Shafer, 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  Miami  County  in  1050  and  located 
in  Peru  Township,  the  father  always  following  farming  for  a 
livelihood.  The  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  when  the 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  52nd  Indiana  Infantry,  Company 
E.,  March,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  in  May,  1865;  was 
wounded  during  the  fight  at  Nashville,  and  was  in  several  other 
engagements.  His  education  was  very  limited.  His  marriage 
to  >Iiss  Sarah  B.  Bell  was  solemnized  November  15,  1867,  and 
to  them  five  children  were  born:  Francis  M.,  Walter  L..  Mary 
G.,  James  O.,  and  Otto  P.  His  wife  died  in  1880,  an cl  in  1882 
he  was  again  married  to  Lurinda  Crosley,  and  two  children  were 
the  result  of  this  second  union.  John  Willard,  and  Charles.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  is  a  Republican. 

DAVID  L  SHEARER,  grain  dealer  and  prominent  business 
man,  of  Peru,  is  a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  born  May  24, 
1820.  His  parents,  David  and  Mary  R.  (LaRose)  Shearer,  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  which  State  they  left  in  an  early  day. 
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emigrating  to  Ohio  about  the  year  1804.   David  Shearer,  senior, 

•  was  descended  from  German  ancestors  and  died  in  the  year  1857. 

The  mother's  ancestors  were  French  people  and  among  the  earlv 
residi'nts  of  the  Carolinas.  She  preceded  her  husband  to  the  a\  e 
departing  this  hfe  in  1852.  They  both  lie  buried  at  Huntington, 
Indiana,  to  which  diy  they  removal  in  the  year  1840.  The  sub- 
ject, at  the  age  of  eight  years,  was  taken  to  Tuscarawas  County, 
Ohio^  in  the  common  schools  of  which  he  obtained  the  elements  of 
a  practical  education.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  accepted  a  clerk- 
ship in  a  mercantile  house  at  Shanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  1840,  at  which  time  he  took  service  in  the  same  capacity  in  Hunt- 
ington, Indiana,  in  which  dty  he  subsequently  (1846)  engaged  in 
die  goods  business  on  his  own  responsibilit\'.  He  remained  at 
Huntington  until  1866,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
there  and  came  to  Peru  and  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  a  branch 
of  trade  he  has  carried  on  with  success  and  financial  protit  ever 
since.  He  erected  the  lar^e  elevator  in  this  city  which  has  a  capac- 
ity of  40,000  bushels,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful 
grain  dealers  in  Northern  Indiana.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  marked  example 
of  a  self-made  man,  and  from  an  humble  beginning  has  bv  dint  of  per- 
severance and  a  large  share  of  well  developed  business  sense,  suc- 
ceeded in  accummulating  a  comfortable  competence.  He  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having  taken  the 
degree  of  Sir  Knight,  and  in  religion  holds  to  the  creed  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  His  marriage  on  the  7th  of  June,  1846,  with 
Miss  Harriet  Wiest,  of  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  has  been 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  these  children,  viz:  Mary  D.,  B.  F., 
George  W.,  H.  W.,  Louisa  and  Charles  F.  (deceased). 

E.  H.  SHIRK  (deceased^.  Elbert  Hamilton  Shirk  was  bom 
in  Franklin  County,  Indiana.  February  14,  181 8.  He  was  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Stout)  Shirk,  natives  of  Georgia 
and  Kentucky,  respectively.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  enjoyed  the  limited  advantages  afforded  by  the 
public  schools  during  the  winter  months  On  arriving  at  manhood, 
he  attended  college  two  years  in  Miami  University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio> 
where  he  studied  Latin,  French  and  Mathematics.  After  leaving 
the  University  he  was  employed  as  teacher  in  the  County  Seminary, 
at  Rushville,  hidiana.  for  two  years,  and  immediately  thereafter 
located  in  Peru,  arriving  here  in  the  summer  of  1844  and  forming  a 
partnership  with  the  late  John  Harlan  in  the  mercantile  business. 
June  18,  1845,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Wright,  of  Franklin  County, 
a  lady  of  English  descent,  who  returned  with  her  young  husband  to 
the  new  and  strange  home  in  Peru.  Thev  came  the  old-fashioned 
way,  bringing  all  of  their  goods  in  a  two-horse  wagon.  A  year  later 
tlie  rirm  of  Harlan  &  Shirk  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Shirk  continued 
the  business  alone.   He  was  very  successful  as  a  merchant  and  ac- 
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cumulated  wealth  very  rapidly.    From  1850  to  1855  he  invested 
largely  in  Mexican  war  land  warrants,  which  }ic  laid  judiciouslv  in 
Iowa  and  other  western  States,  which  in  turn  wej  e  exchanf^ed  for 
improved  farms  in  Miami  County.    This  was  the  beginning  of  oper- 
ations in  real  estate  which  laid  the  foundation  for  a  cdossal 
fortune^  equal  in  magnitude  to  that  amassed  in  his  commercial 
pursuits.    The  most  profitable  of  these  deals  was  the  purchase 
of  a  large  number  of  lots  in  Evansville  and  lands  in  south- 
W'Cstem  counties  of  the  State,  in  1862,  that  had  been  forfeited  as 
donations  to  a  railroad  company;  the  purchase  of  large  tracts  in 
Kansas  in  x868,  and  in  Mx^igan  in  1867;  and  the  securing  of 
equities  in  unencumbered  Chicago  real  estate  in  1874-75.  In 
1857  he  established  a  private  bank  and  received  deposits  from 
farmers  and  others  who  had  a  surplus.    In  i860  he  resumed 
mercantile  business,  which  he  had  dropped  for  a  few  years  pre- 
vious.   Under  the  national  banking  act  Mr.   Shirk  procured  a 
charter  and  proceeded  to  organize  the  First  Natioiial  Bank  of 
Peru,  taking  for  himself  one-half  the  stock,  and  subsequently,  by 
purchase,  acquirin<;  over  nine-tenths.    Tie  was  elected  president 
of  the  bank  and  was  re-elected  annually  frgm  that  time  until  his 
death.    This  bank  has  been  a  remarkable  financial  success,  having 
already  invested  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  its  surplus  earn- 
ings in  government  bonds,  and  having  accumulated  an  additional 
surplus  of  two  hundred  thousand.    At  the  beginning  of  1867  the 
firm  of  KilLT'^re  &  Shirk,  in  general  merchandise,  was  formed,  to 
which  George  C.  Miller  was  admitted  as  partner,  some  years  later, 
and  from  which  Mr.  Kilgore  withdrew  in  1880,  leaving  the  tirm 
Shirk  &  MiUer,  as  it  stands  to-day.   In  politics,  Mr.  Shirk  had 
strong  convictions  on  which  he  always  acted,  first  as  a  Whig  and 
afterwards  as  a  Republican,  though  he  never  took  a  prominent  part 
in  partisan  contests.    In  early  manhood  he  professed  Christianity 
and  united  with  the  Baptist  church  before  locatinj^  in  Peru.  He 
was  one  of  the  eleven  original  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
diis  city  in  1867,  and  continued  one  of  its  devoted  members  till  his 
death,  contributing  liberally  of  his  means  towards  its  support.  Mr. 
Shirk  was  of  medium  lieight.  erect  and  quite  slender.    I  lis  life  was 
clean  and  free  from  vicious  habits,  which  weaken  and  destroy  the 
plnsical  system.    He  was  therefore  clear  headed:  able  to  utilize  all 
his  tremendous  energ}%  and  accomplished  the  purpose  of  his  will, 
even  though  it  required  long  continued,  unremitting  effort.  The 
probity  of  his  character  was  the  foundation  of  persistent  honesty 
and  commercial  intei^rily  that  stood  unimpeachc  d  and  unchallenged 
through  a  business  life  of^niore  than  forty  years  in  this  community. 
This  was  the  inspiration  of  that  universal  confidence  which  selected 
him  as  the  reliable  custodian  of  the  accumulatiofia  of  others,  a  con- 
fidence which  insured  his  success  as  a  banker.   Measured  by  the 
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most  practical  standard  known — the  results  accomplished— ^b*. 
Shirk's  life  was  a  most  conspicuous  success.  He  was  a  financier  of 
transcendant  ability,  endowed  with  wise  foresight,  intuitive  percep- 
tions, broad  comprehension,  accurate  judgment,  and  his  death  left  a 
vacuum  in  commercial  affairs,  felt  as  a  personal  bt  rea\  ement  by  a 
large  number  of  persons  in  the  community  with  whom  he  had  rela- 
tions of  a  business  character.  He  was  a  conspicuous  ejcample  of 
tiie  successful  self-made  man,  and  the  acquisition  of  his  immense  for- 
tune, by  honest  business  mediods  in  an  agricultural  coinnnmity,  was 
something  akin  to  the  mar\'elous.  He  owned  at  the  time  of  his 
death  valuable  propcrtv  in  various  cities  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Other  States,  immense  tracts  of  real  estate  and  line  farms  in  various 
States,  the  larger'share  of  stock  in  the  banks  at  MonticeUo,  Delphi 
and  Tipton,  and  was  in  fact  the  wealthiest  man  in  northern  Indiana, 
and  one  of  the  wealthiest  in  the  State.  He  died  at  his  home  in 
Peru  on  the  8th  dav  of  April.  1S86.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shirk  have  had 
four  children,  three  of  whom  (two  sons  and  one  daughter |  are  at 
this  time  living;  Milton,  the  eldest,  is  President  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Peru;  Elbert  W.  Vice  President  of  the  same;  and 
Alice,  wife  of  Richard  A.  Edwards,  Cashier  of  the  bank. 

MILTON  SHIRK,  President  of  the  First  National  Hank, 
and  eldest  son  of  E.  H.  and  Mary  Shirk,  is  a  native  of  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  born  in  Peru  on  the  2ist  day  of  November 
1849.  His  educational  advantages  were  those  afforded*  by  the  city 
schools,  which,  supplemented  *by  a  thorough  business  training 
under  his  father,  have  enabled  him  to  successfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  a  very  active  business  life.  In  the  year  1^67,  when 
but  seventeen  vears  of  age,  he  entered  the  First  Xaliunal  Bank, 
of  which  he  was,  in  a  couple  of  months,  promoted  cashier,  and 
on  the  death  of  his  father  in  the  spring  of  1886,  succeeded  to 
the  presidt  iii.  y  of  the  same,  a  position  he  holds  at  this  time. 
Thoroughly  f.nniliar  with  all  the  details  of  the  business.  Mr. 
Shirk  on  the  de^ith  of  his  father  became  president  not  only  of 
the  First  National  Bank  in  the  city,  but  also  of  banks  in  Mon- 
ticello,  Delphi  and  Tipton,  and  their  present  successful  condition 
18  largely  due  to  his  superior  management.  He  is  a  worthy 
successor  to  his  distinguished  father,  and  has  already  carried 
financial  success  into  all  his  business  enterprises,  including  in 
addition  to  the  banks  referred  to,  large  transactions  in  real  e.slate, 
and  also  the  mercantile  business,  having  at  tiiis  time  a  one-third 
interest  in  the  large  goods  house  of  Shirk  &  Miller,  in  Peru. 
He  is  a  marked  example  of  those  sound,  practical  business  qual- 
ifications which  secure  the  ccmfidence  bf  the  people  and  those 
personal  qualities  that  win  and  retain  the  public  esteem.  As 
a  successful  financier,  he  has  few,  if  anv  superiors  in  the  State, 
and  as  a  public  spirited  and  courteous  gentleman,  he  occupies 
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a  conspicuous  place  among  the  representative  citizens  of  Peru 
and  Miami  Count}'.  On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1868,  was  solem- 
nized his  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  Walker,  of  Worcester,  Mas- 
sachuetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shirk  have  two  children,  viz:  Elbert 
W.,  bom  November  9,  1879,  and  Joseph  H.,  born  January  6, 
1881. 

HARVEY  J.  SHIRK,  prominent  lawyer  of  Miami  Countv, 

and  for  thirt)'-six  years  a  reffldent  of  Peru,  was  bom  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Indiana,  January  20,  1826.  His  father  was  Samuel 
Shirk,  a  native  of  Georgia,  and  his  mother  Elizabeth  ( Stout) 
Shirk  was  born  in  Kentucky.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Andrew  Shirk,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  an  early  pioneer  of  the  Hoosier  State,  moving  to 
the  same  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  Samuel 
Shirk  came  at  the  samt*  time  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Frank- 
lin County.  Harvey  J.  Shirk  was  reared  amid  the  active  scenes 
of  farm  life  until  his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  became  a  student 
at  Oxford  College,  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
1846.  His  literary  education  being  thus  completed,  he  engaged 
for  a  time  in  teaching  school,  but  abandoned  that  profession  after 
a  limited  period  and  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  John  L). 
Howland,  at  Brook ville,  Indiana.  Having,  by  diligent  application 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  profesion,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  began  the  practice  at  Peru,  in  1850,  where  he  early 
won  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  successful  lawyers  of 
Miami  County.  Mr.  Shirk  is  a  man  of  high  legal  ability,  thor- 
oughly devoted  to  his  profession  and  has  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  in  the  courts  of  Miami  and  a  number  of  other  counties 
in  the  state.  As  an  adviser  he  is  trustworthy,  and  as  a  dose 
logical  reasoner  clear  in  his  comprehension  and  correct  in  his 
application  of  legal  principles.  He  handles  the  facts  of  a  case 
with  wonderful  power  and  effect.  A  methodical  and  painstaking 
industry  has  been  one  of  his  marked  characteristics  through  life, 
and  with  his  mental  endowments  unimpaired,  and  a  well  pre- 
served physical  constitution,  he  apparently  has  before  him  many 
years  of  usefulness  and  honor.  He  is  and  has  been  since  1865 
associated  in  the  practice  with  Hon.  John  Mitchell,  under  the 
name  of  Shirk  and  Mitchell,  a  law  lirm  having  a  wide  and  hon- 
orable reputation  throughout  the  State  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Shirk, 
in  1 85 1  was  married  to  Catharine  Remy,  of  BrookviUe,  Indiana, 
who  died  the  following  year.  His  second  marriage  was  solem- 
nized in  1852  with  Eliza  M»  Cole,  of  New  York.  A  union 
blessed  with  these  children,  viz:  Winona,  wife  of  Wm.  McClin- 
tic,  Elizabciti,  wife  of  Charles  C.  Cole,  Martha  and  Charles.  The 
result  of  the  lirst  marriage  was  one  daughter,  Catharine  Shirk. 
In  politics  Mr.  Shirk  was  originally  a  Whig,  but  since  the  organ- 
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ization  ol  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  its  prindples. 

JOSEPH  SHROCK,  JR.,  a  native  of  Holmes  County,  Ohio, 

was  born  August  28,  1833,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  David  and 
Susanna  (Hostetler  )  Shrock,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to 
Miami  County  in  1841  and  located  in  Peru  Township.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  iboo.  Joseph,  Jr.,  remained  upon 
die  farm  during  the  most  of  his  life  and  received  a  common  school 
education,  and  now  owns  eijfhty-three  acres  of  tinf  farming  land. 
On  March  8,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Working,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jacob  Working  (deceased  ).  They  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  whose  names  are  Laura  B.,  Dewitt  C,  Stella,  Pearl 
and  Bertha.  Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  a  saw-mill  in  the 
north  part  of  the  township,  which  he  has  managed  for  several 
years.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  in  1876,  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  bom  March  15,  18 11,  the  eldest  son  of  Peter  aiid 
Barbara  (Knowles)  Smith,  who  both  had  their  origin  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father  died  when  he,  the  subject, 
was  but  nine  years  old.  Until  about  1834  ^"l^jt^ct  remained 
on  the  farm  when  he  emigrated  to  Peru,  and  since  that  event 
his  time  has  been  divided  in-  the  various  occupations  of  farming, 
buying  and  selling  grain,  and  retailing  goods.  Was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Runyan,  in  1845,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York. 
Twelve  children  were  the  result  of  this  marriage,  seven  of  whom 
are  now  living,  and  whose  names  are:  Harriet,  Alice,  Caroline, 
William,  Lillie,  Lincoln  and  Joseph.  He  followed  selling  goods 
for  about  twenty  years,  thereby  amassing  a  handsome  fortune. 
His  education  was  such  as  is  generally  received  in  the  common 
schools.  In  the  years  1859-60-61  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  having  been  elected  to  that  responsible  position  on 
the  Republican  ticket. 

GILES  W.  SMITH  was  born  in  Richmond,  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  April  3,  1830,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  WilUam  C.  and 
Phoebe  T.  (King)  Smith,  natives  of  Wajme  County  and  of  New 
York,  respectively.  His  grandfather,  George  Smith,  came  from 
North  Carolina  to  W^avne  Count v  in  the  vear  1807.  The  subject 
of  this  biography  was  partly  reared  in  tlu  same  countv,  but  his 
father  being  a  Methodist  minister,  the  family  were  constantly  shift- 
ing from  pkice  to  place,  and  in  consequence  he  received  but  a  com- 
mon  school  education.  Until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  then  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  printer 
at  Madison,  Indiana,  at  which  he  worked  until  1849  when  he  pur- 
chased a  one-half  interest  in  the  Bloomington  Herald,    In  the  spring 
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of  1 85 1,  he  started  iKe  Orleans  Commercial  Review,  the  manage- 
ment of  which  he  controlled  witH  1853,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  and  procured  an  en|[agement  on  the  New  Albany  &  Chi- 
cago R.  R.  in  the  engineering  corps,  in  which  he  continued  until 
the  road  was  in  running  order,  after  which  he  became  a  train  con- 
ductor for  the  same  company.  He  and  Benjamin  R.  Prosser  superin- 
tended the  construction  of  twenty-four  miles  of  the  road,  and 
he  continued  in  the  corporation  until  1857,  and  he  then 
located  at  Peru,  employed  by  the  Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chicago 
Company  as  freit^ht  and  ticket  agent,  which  position  he  held  for 
about  eighteen  months.  He  was  next  to  be  found  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  on  the  Eel  river.  At  this  occupation  he  was  not 
successful  but  continued  until  1870^  when  he  returned  to  Peru  and 
engaged  with  the  Howe  Machine  Company,  for  which  he  became 
general  agent,  traveling  through  Indiana  and  Illinois.  In  1876  Mr. 
Smith  began  selling  farm  implements,  and  was  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  Shirk  &  Miller  in  that  department  of  their  store  for  more 
than  six  years,  when  he,  with  Frank  O.  Rettig,  opened  an  imple- 
ment store  in  Peru.  This  co-partnership  existed  until  1885  when  Mr. 
B.  W.  Matthews  came  in  as  a  partner,  and  since  this  change  the\ 
have  added  the  retail  of  hardware  to  their  business.  Our  subject 
was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds  011  januarv  15.  1852.  to 
Martha  A.  Prosser,  of  Orange  County,  Indiana,  and  to  this  union 
six  children  were  bom,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Lora  M.,  Martha  and  Mary  D.  He  and  iiis  wife 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  he  is  prominently  idenlitied 
with  the  F.  &  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities.  Politically, 
he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

M.  F.  SMITH,  the  gendeman  whose  biographical  sketch  is 
herewith  presented,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Madrid,  New 
York,  February  7,  1838,  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Elvira  (Peck) 
Smith,  natives  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  and  early  evincing  decided  taste  for  mechanical  pur- 
suits, entered  at  the  age  of  thirteen  the  locomotive  and  machine 
shops  of  an  eastern  railroad  and  continued  at  the  trade  until 
attaining  his  majority.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  located  in 
the  City  of  St.  Albans,  Verm<Mit,  and  three  years  later,  in  April 
1861,  entered  the  armv,  enlisting  in  the  i6th  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  one  of  the  first  regiments  from  that  State  mustered 
out  of  the  service.  He  subsequendy  joined  the  13th  New  York 
Heavy  Artilery,  with  which  he  served  until  near  the  dose  of 
the  war  and  with  which  lie  was  engaged  in  some  of  the 
bloodii'st  battles  of  the  Virginia  campaigns.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  and  for  some  months  was  in 
the  hospital  in  New  York.  On  leaving  the  army  he  returned 
to  St.  Albans,  V^ermont,  and  shortly'  afterwards,  1865,  came  to 
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Peru,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  the  locomotive  depart- 
ment  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  Railroad,  with  which  he  was  identified 
until  1872.  Severing  his  connection  with  the  road  he,  in  1873, 
established  the  foundry  and  machine  shops  of  which  he  is  at 
this  lime  manager  and  proprietor.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  an  active 
business  man,  and  as  a  mechanic  takes  high  rank.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  FeSows  fraternities  and 
one  of  Peru's  representative  men.  In  August,  1866,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marti la  Beaty,  of  St.  Albans,  Ver- 
mont, to  which  union  two  children  have  been  born,  viz;  Wyan 
Everett  and  Louis  F. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  Jr.  is  a  native  of  Peru  Tovmship  and 
was  bom  the  iith  of  October,  1856,  the  eldest  son  of .  William 
Smith,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere.  He  is  the  proprietor 
of  two  pieces  of  land  containing  seventy-eight  and  thirty-three 
acres  respectively,  or  a  total  of  iii  acres.  Mis  education  was 
but  ordinary.  The  i6th  of  March,  1886,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Everly,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Everly.  He  has  been 
reasonably  successful  m  life  and  has  bright  prospects  before 
him. 

ABRAHAM  L.  SMITH,  a  native  of  Peru  Township,  was 
bom  in  September,  i860,  and  is  the  youngest  son  of  William 
and  Mary  Smith,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York, 
who  came  to  Miami  County  about  the  year  1834.  Our 
sul>ject  received  a  common  school  education.  In  the  month  of 
October,  1884,  he  married  Miss  Nellie  Rettig,  daughter  of  John  Ret- 
tig  (deceased).  He  owns  and  has  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion about  19Q  acres  of  line  farming  land,  which  has  reached 
that  state  of  productiveness  which  affords  a  handsome  yearly  re- 
muneration. Mr.  Smith  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  advanced  to  the  Royal  Arcanum  degree.  In 
political  matters  he  is  a  Republican. 

JOHN  T.  STEVENS,  the  subject  of  this  biographv,  was 
born  ill  the  City  of  Indianapolis  on  the  14111  day  of  March,  182S, 
and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Tracy  )  Stevens,  parents 
natives  of  Wrmont.  Mr.  Stevens*  paternal  ancestors  were 
natives  of  England,  his  grandfather  emigrating  from  that  coun- 
tr}'  many  years  ago  and  settling  in  one  of  the  Eastern  States. 
Isaac  Stevens  came  to  Indiana  in  the  year  1822,  and  for  some 
years  resided  in  Indianapolis,  moving  from  that  city  to  Green- 
iSeld  about  the  year  1830.  He  was  a  merchant  and  in  his  store 
at  the  latter  place,  the  subject  took  his  first  lesson  in  practical 
business  life,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  salesman  there  until  his 
removal  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  the  year  1845.  On  reach- 
ing this  city  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  mercantile  house  of 
Carlton  R.  Tracy,  ami  later  accepted  a  position  of  the  same 
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kind  in  the  diy  goods  store  of  Henry  Dutton,  with  whom  he 
subsequently  severed  his  connection  and  took,  service  with  the 

firm  of  Smith  &  Foote.  In  1852  he  went  to  California  where 
he  accepted  a  clerkship  with  John  and  Silas  Atchison,  general 
merchants  at  Foster's  Bar,  where  he  remained  until  engaging  in 
the  goods  and  mining  business  with  J.  O.  Cole  in  Oak  Valley, 
one  year  later.  The  firm  thus  constituted  continued  until  1867, 
at  which  time  both  partners  returned  to  Indiana  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising  in  Miami  Countv.  Mr.  Stevens  for 
some  time  has  made  a  specially  of  breeding  and  selling  tine 
horses,  in  which  branch  of  business  he  has  met  with  the  most 
encouraging  success.  He  owns  at  this  time,  besides  other  prop- 
erty a  valuable  farm  of  168  acres  in  Peru  Township,  and  is 
justly  considered  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  the 
county.  On  the  17th  day  of  April,  1856,  he  married  Miss 
Indiana  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Wilson,  who  was 
kUled  by  guerrillas  imm^iately  after  the  Mexican  war.  He  was 
a  trader  in  that  struggle  and  was  on  his  return  home  when 
killed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  have  two  children.  Nellie,  wife 
of  F.  O.  Rettig,  and  Grant  I.  Stevens. 

JAMES  M.  STUTESMAN,  retired  business  man  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Peru,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
bom  August  3,  1819.  His  paternal  grandfather,  David  Stutesman, 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  early  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  He  subsequendy  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  State  in  the  year  1808  he  emigrated  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of 
weaver,  until  his  death  in  1820.  His  son,  Nathaniel  Stutesman, 
bther  of  James  M.,  was  bom  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  He  left 
that  city  about  the  year  1795,  and  with  his  father  moved  to 
Browns\il]e.  Pennsvlvania,  where  he  subsequently  married  Miss 
Sarah  Flynn,  and  in  1808  located  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
which  was  his  home  until  he  removed  to  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
in  1866.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life,  and  died  in 
Peru  about  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  Mrs. 
Stutesman  was  born  in  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  of  Scotch  parent- 
age, and  departed  this  life  in  Montgomery  Countv.  Ohio  in  the 
year  t8;?q.  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Stutesman  were  the  parents  of 
the  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows,  to-wit:  Catharine, 
wife  of  Henry  Stauffer;  Amy  A.,  deceased;  Jonathan,  David, 
deceased;  James  M.,  Ellis,  deceased;  Nathaniel,  Daniel,  deceased; 
Perry,  deceased;  Robert,  and  Marietta,  wife  of  Lyman  Baldwin, 
of  Chicago.  James  M.  Stutesman  spent  the  tirst  sixteen  vears 
of  his  life  as  a  farmer,  and  eiijovcd  during  that  tinu-  such 
educational  advantages  as  the  country  afforded.  in  1835 
he  commenced  learamg  the  trade  of  saddlery  and  haraess-mak- 
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ing  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  and  after  serving  a  five  years*  appren- 
ticeship and  acquiring  great  proficiency,  began  working  at  the 
same  at  Lewisburgh,  Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  he  continued 

until  1842.  In  that  year  in  company  with  his  brother,  Jonathan 
Slutesman,  he  came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  opened  a 
saddler^'  and  harness  sliop  in  Peru,  which  he  carried  on  with 
success  and  financial  profit  until  1858,  dealing  extensively  with 
the  Indians  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  also  supplying  many 
of  the  trading  houses  along  the  Wabash  river  from  Fort  Wayne 
to  Peru.  He  abandoned  the  trade  the  above  year,  and  in  part- 
nership with  W.  W.  Kil^^ore,  under  the  Hrm  name  of  Stutesman 
&  Kilgore,  engaged  in  the  general  hardware  and  agricul- 
ture implement  Dusiness,  which  was  continued  until  he  sold  out 
to  his  partner  in  1864.  purchased  the  hardware  stock 

of  Palmer  &  Deniston,  ran  a  very  successful  business  until  1871, 
when  the  Puterbaugh  Bros,  bought  an  inteicst,  and  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Stutesman  &  Puterbaugh  continued,  until  Mr. 
Stutesman  sold  out  to  his  partners  and  retired  from  active  life  in 
1881.  In  his  various  business  enterprises  Mr.  Stutesman  was 
•  eminently  successful,  and  as  a  public-spirited  and  popular  citizen, 
few  men  in  Peru  stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
than  he.  On  the  31st  of  March,  1831,  Miss  Elizabeth  Shields, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Shields,  of  Vincennes,  Indiana, 
became  his  wife,  and  to^this  union  has  been  bom  the  following 
children,  to-wit:  Mary  A.,  deceased;  Harriet,  wife  of  John  S. 
Hale;  Edwin  H.,  deceased;  Frank  M.,  Clara  £.,  wife  of  W.  V. 
Spinning,  and  James  F.  Mr.  Stutesman  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  since 
1845,  and  with  his  wife  and  family  belongs  to  the  Peru  congre- 
gation. In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  in  1840  cast 
his  first  vote  for  General  William  Henry  Harrison.  On  the  dis- 
solution of  that  part}'  he  joined  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
since  been  an  earnest  supporter  of  its  principles  and  measures. 

WILLIAM  W.  SULLIVAN,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  BuUer 
Township,  Miami  Coun^,  March  19,  1843,  and  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Jonah  and  Louisa  (Smith)  Sullivan,  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Delaware  respectivly,  the  father  of  German-Irish  extraction  and 
the  mother  descended  from  English-Irish  ancestors.  Jonah  Sul- 
livan came  to  Miami  County  in  1840  and  purchased  land  in 
Buder  Township,  to  which  he  moved  his  family  the  following 
year.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  that  part  of  the  county  and  resided  upon  his  orig- 
inal purchase  until  1876  at  which  time  he  retired  from  active 
life  and  moved  to  South  Peru  where  he  now  resides.  William 
W.  Sullivan  was  raised  on  a  farm  and  in  addition  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  worked  for   some  years   at  the  carpenter's  trade.  He 
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received  a  liberal  educati(Mi  in  the  schools  of  Peru  and  in  1864. 

accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  mercantile  house  of  George  A. 
Crowell,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  for  one  year.  The  pro- 
fession of  law  liaving  more  charms  for  him  than  any  other,  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  mercantile  business  and  in  1865 
entered  the  office  of  Shirk  &  Mitchell  where  he  pursued  hia 
legal  studies  until  September  of  the  same  year  when  he  became 
a  student  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor.  He  attended  this  institution  until  1867  at  which 
time  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  L.  and  immediately 
thereafter  engaged  in  the  practice  of  Us  profession  in  the  courts 
of  Miami  County,  Indiana  In  1872  he  was  elected  County  Sur- 
veyor and  by  re-election  in  1874,  ^^^^  office  until  1876.  Since 
the  latti  r  ^'enr  he  has  jriven  his  attention  to  his  profession  having 
at  this  time  a  lai  ^jje  and  lucrative  practice  in  the  courts  of  Miami 
and  other  counties,  besides  an  extensive  real-estate  business  which 
he  has  conducted  with  success  and  financial  profit  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, while  taking  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  supporting 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  is  not  a  partisan  in  the 
sense  of  seeking  official  honors  at  the  hands  of  his  frllow  citi-  • 
izens.  lie  is  a  courteous  gentlemen,  honored  and  respecied  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  among 
the  attorneys  of  the  Miami  County  bar.  In  October,  1867,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Savers,  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  haxe  two  children,  viz:  Nannie  L.  and 
William  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Peru. 

FRANK  M.  TALBOT,  proprietor  of  the  Peru  Basket 
Factory,  was  bom  in  Eppbg,  N.  H.,  April  3,  1849,  son  of 
Ezekiel  M.  and  Nancy  W.  Talbot,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Turner.  Maine.  Ezekiel  M.  Talbott  was  for  many  years 
en£^a<^ed  as  civil  engineer  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  tirst 
on  the  Grand  Trunk,  then  on  the  New  York  Central,  and  came 
to  Indiana  as  Resident  Engineer  of  the  Wabash  Railway,  spend- 
ing some  time  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  ten  years  as  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Peru.  In  1870  he  moved  to  Lafayette,  taking  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  Lafayette,  Muncie  &  Bloomington  R.  R.  as  Chief 
Engineer.  In  1874  became  a  member  of  the  Kankakee  Ice  Corn- 
pan}',  managing  their  business  and  at  the  same  time  serving  as 
City  Civil  Engineer  for  the  City  of  Lafayette  till  1884,  when  he 
suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis  which  caused  his  death.  Frank  M. 
Talbot's  mother  dying  when  he  was  three  years  old,  he,  with 
his  sister,  Nancy  W.,  lived  with  their  grandparents  in  Turner, 
Maine,  until  1859,  when  they  came  to  Peru,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  *He  att^ded  the  pubHc  schools,  being  only  absent  one 
term,  at  Cincinnati  and  one  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.   In  1868  he 
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obtained  employment  of  Rettig  &  Cole,  at  the  brewery,  and  remained 
with  them  the  greater  part  of  the  time  as  book-keeper  until  1882, 

when  he,  in  partnership  with  Frank  Henton,  enga^n'd  in  the 
manufacture  of  baskets,  taking  charge  of  the  large  factory  in  the 
western  part  of  the  city  erected  in  1870  by  Gardner,  Blish  & 
Co.  He  purchased  his  partner's  interest  in  1884,  and  at  this 
time  controls  the  entire  business,  which  is  large  and  constantly 
increasing.  Mr.  Talbot's  factory  produces  more  baskets  and  a 
greater  variety  than  any  other  factory,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing industries  of  Peru.  It  is  reprcseiUt  cl  on  the  road  by  three 
competent  salesmen,  who  dispose  of  an  immense  number  of  baskets 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Talbot  was  married  Febru- 
ary ID,  1875,  to  Lorena  M.,  daughter  of  George  Rettig,  a 
prominent  citizen  oi  Peru.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbot  have  two 
children,  George  W.,  born  February  8,  1876,  and  Frank  M., 
born  April  3,  1879. 

JACOB  THEOBALD,  contractor  and  builder,  is  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  bom  there  on  the  19th  of  August,  1839, 
Peter  and  Catharine  (Licht)  Theobald.  He  passed  the  first  two 
3'ears  of  his  life  in  his  native  country,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in 
1849,  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Washington  County,  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  died  in  1875. 
Mrs.  Theobald  survived  her  husband  five  years,  departing  this  life  in 
1880.  Jacob  Theobald  received  his  early  education  in  Wisconsin, 
and  in  that  State  took  his  first  lessons  in  the  scioioe  of  agriculture, 
in  the  pursuit  of  which  he  continued  until  attaining  his  majority. 
He  then  abandoned  the  farm  and  commenced  working  at  the  car- 
penter trade,  and  after  following  the  same  for  a  period  of  three 
years,  engaged  in  contracting  whidi  he  has  since  successfully  con- 
tinued, h»  principal  business  being  confined  to  Miami  Coun^,  hav- 
ing moved  to  Peru  in  the  year  1861.  Mr.  Theobald  is  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  industr\-,  and  since  locating  in  Peru  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  appertains  to  the  city's  welfare,  ha\  ing 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Common  Coimcil  in  1880  and  1886. 
In  March,  1865,  he  was  uiiited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Shire- 
man,  of  Germany,  who  died  in  1873.  Two  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage,  viz:  Katie  and  Mary  Theobald.  Mr.  Theobald's 
second  marriage  was  celebrated  August  27,  1874,  with  Martha  C. 
Keyl,  of  Monroe,  Michigan,  who  has  borne  him  four  children,  viz. : 
Ernest,  Oscar,  Clara  and  Martha.  Bifr.  Theobald  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Luthem  Church,  of  Peru. 

OLIVER  TILLETT,  bom  May  i,  1831,  is  a  native  of  W'ayne 
County,  and  is  the  fifth  son  of  James  and  Susanna  (Buck )  Tilfctt, 
who  hailed  from  Virginia  and  iV'nn.sylvania,  and  came  to  Peru 
Township  in  the  year  1833.  The  father  held  the  position  of 
County  Conunissioner  in  an  early  day.   The  gendeman  whose  name 
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heads  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  only  received  a 
common  school  education.  He  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1873  to 
Anna  Duncan,  dau<(hter  of  James  Duncan.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  John,  born  in  1874;  James,  born  in 
1876,  and  Harry,  born  in  1881.  Mr.  Tillett  is  the  owner  of  377 
acres  of  nicely  improved  land,  in  Peru  Township,  and  belcNigs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  also  to  the  Democratic  party. 

JOSKIMI  TILLETT  (deceased),  a  native  of  Miami  County, 
was  horn  in  October,  1839,  and  died  April  30,  1880.  He  was  a 
son  of  Junies  and  Susanna  (Buck.)  Tillett,  natives  of  V^irginia.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  Miami  County  and  always  followed  (arming. 
His  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  £.  I'ownsend,  daughter  of  George 
and  Susanna  (Dingman  )  Townsend,  former  residents  of  Ohio,  who 
came  to  Peru  Township  in  the  vear  1832  and  purchased  his  land 
from  the  L»-o\ crnnu-iit.  He  was  once  Township  Trustee  and  built 
the  lirst  corn  miii  ever  constructed  in  the  township.  He  was  bom 
in  1810  and  died  in  1855.  and  his  wife  died  in  1870.  The  widow 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Peru  Township.  She  is  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Carrie  A.,  Dora  A.,  Emma  P.,  and 
Joseph  G.  She  owns  217  acres  of  land  in  Peru  Township,  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

JOHN.  W.  TIMBERLAKE,  is  a  native  of  Campbell  Count}-, 
Virginia,  bom  February  i,  18 10,  eldest  son  of  Christopher  and 
Polly  (Farley)  Timberlake,  both  natives  of  Virginia  ;uid  of  English 
descent.  His  father  emigrated  to  Jav  Count v,  Indiana,  about  1838, 
where  he  remained  until  his  deatli,  which  occurred  during  the  war. 
Our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  twenty-hrst  year 
when  he  came  to  Highland  County,  Ohio.  There  he  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  and  there  continued  until  183$,  when  he 
removed  to  Miami  County,  Indiana.  Mr.  Timberlake  was  mar- 
ried in  1833  Miss  Marv  Sanders,  a  native  of  Highland 
Count\.  Ohio.  To  this  union  were  horn  two  children,  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Timberlake  died  in  1836.  Our  subject  w^as 
again  married  in  1839  to  Miss  Mary  Hussey,  also  a  native  of 
Highland  County.  To  this  marriage  were  bom  six  children,  aU 
of  whom  are  deceased.  In  1858,  in  partnership  with  Aaron  H. 
Gregg,  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  In  an  early  day  he 
was  township  trustee  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Timberlake  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  was  one 
of  the  company  who  went  out  to  remove  the  Miami  Indians. 
He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Citizens*  Bank,  and  a  man  of 
wealth  and  prominence. 

WILLIAM  S.  TODD.  The  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  Jessamine  Countv-  on  the 
13th  day  of  March,  1814.  His  parents,  David  and  Sallie  D. 
(Smith)  Todd,  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  and  his  paternal  grand* 
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father,  John  Todd,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  State,  served  with 
distinction  in  the  war  for  American  Independence.  When  the  sub- 
ject was  aboui  seven  v«.*ars  of  a^e  his  parents  emigrated  to  Indiana 
and  located  in  Parlce  County,  about  eight  miles  from  Rockville, 
having  been  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try. Mere  on  a  farm  William  S.  Todd  passed  his  youthful  years, 
and  in  the  common  schools,  which  he  attended  under  many  clitficul- 
ties.  he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  Bv  com- 
ing in  contact  with  business  men  in  after  years,  and  by  always  tak- 
ing an  active  interest  in  literary  matters,  he  became  in  time  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  fund  of  valuable  information  which  has  enabled  him  to  sue- 
cessfully  fill  portions  of  trust  at  different  times.  He  began  life  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  !intisr  at 
Rockville,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  about  the  vear  1843. 
In  1S37,  July  rjth,  while  at  Rockville,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Marsaret  Christian,  a  native  of  Virginia,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children,  to-wit:  Mary  D.,  bom  April  15,  1838;  Sarah  £., 
born  January  6,  1840;  William  B.,  born  July  31,  1841;  Margaret, 
born  Augu.st  18,  1843.  died  June  6,  1871:  Martha  E..  born  October 
9.  1845:  David  R.,  born  March  i,  1848;  Lucy  A.,  born  Ajuil  18, 
1850,  and  Lewis  C,  born  April  21,  1852.  In  1845  he  moved  to 
Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  where  for  eight  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  lie  left  Iowa  in  the  foil  of  1853,  and 
returning  to  Indiana,  located  in  Peru,  where  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  salesman  in  the  mt  icaitile  house  of  Blake  &  Todd,  con- 
tinuing in  that  capacity  until  elected  to  the  office  of  County 
Recorder  in  1862.  He  took  charge  of  the  office  in  1863  and 
served  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  trans- 
acted the  business  of  the  portion  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  his  friend  and  political  opponents.  Since  the  termination  of 
his  orticial  career  Mr.  Todd  has  been  actively  engaged  in  preparing 
a  complete  abstract  of  the  real  estate  of  Miami  County.  His  first 
wife  died  November  3,  1854,  and  in  i860,  March  i,  was  solemn- 
ized his  second  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Oldshue)  Brown- 
ell,  who  departed  this  life  August  15,  1884,  leaving  him  the  second 
time  a  widower.  Mr.  Todd  i.s  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv. 

HON.  JAMES  N.  TYNER,  of  Peru,  was  born  at  Brookville, 
Indiana,  January  17,  1826.  He  is  the  eldest  of  eleven  children 
of  Richard  and  Martha  S.  W.  S,  (Noble)  Tyner.  His  father, 
a  native  of  South  Carolina,  was  a  [HOneer  of  Indiana,  and  for 
fort}'  years  a  leading  merchant  of  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the 
State.  His  mother's  brothers  were  men  of  ability  and  promin- 
ence. Noah  Noble  was  Governor  of  Indiana,  James  Noble  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  about  the  time  Indiana  was 
admitted  to  the  Union,  serving  fourteen  years,  and  was  a  mem- 
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ber  of  that  body  at  the  time  of  his  death.    Lazarus  Noble  was 

at  one  time  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Indianapolis,  and 
George  T.  Noble  for  a  number  of  years  held  various  local  posi- 
tions in  Wayne  County.  James  N.  Tyner  was  educated  in  the 
Brookville  Academy,  and  in  1846  removed  to  Cambridge  City, 
where  for  five  years  he  was  engaged  m  selling  goods  and  m 
Garr3ring  on  an  extensive  grain  and  provision  trade.  In  June,  1851, 
he  established  himself  permanently  in  Peru  and  there  continued  for 
some  time  in  the  same  business.  Subsequently  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  i\rm  of  Brown  6c  Tyner,  a  partnership 
which,  with  occasional  intermissiona,  was  maintained  until  recently. 
Mr.  Tyner  was  at  lirst  a  Whig,  and  since  the  organizatk>n  of  the 
Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its  most  faithful  supporters. 
In  1856  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Representatix  e  to 
the  Indiana  Legislature,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority  on 
a  strictly  party  vote.  He  served  four  sessions — ^from  1856  to 
1862 — as  one  of  the  secretarira  of  the  State  Senate.  In  1861  he 
was  appointed  special  agent  of  the  postoffice  department,  liaving 
charge  of  the  postal  service  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  during 
part  of  the  time  of  the  entire  country,  in  1866  he  was  removed 
by  an  order  from  President  Johnson.  In  1869  Mr.  Tyner  was 
elected  Representative  to  Congress  firom  the  Eighth  Indiana  dis- 
trict and  by  re-election  served  in  this  position  three  terms,  during 
two  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  committeee  on  postoffices  and 
post  roads.  He  was  considered  the  best  informed  member  on 
postal  affairs.  The  increased  mail  facilities  received  by  him  for 
his  district,  with  every  portion  of  which  he  was  perfectly  familiar, 
were  highly  appreciated  by  his  intelligent  constituents.  He  was 
also  acting  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Grounds  and 
Public  Buildings  during  his  second  term,  and  many  important 
repairs  in  the  capitol  building  and  furniture  were  made  under  his 
supervision.  During  his  third  term  he  served  on  the  Committee 
of  Appropriations,  the  most  important  and.  powerful  of  the  House 
committees.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Congressman,  on 
the  urgent  solicitation  of  President  Grant  and  Governor  Jewell, 
Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Tyner  accepted  the  position  of  Second 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  for  sixteen  months  had  full 
charge  of  all  tlic  mail  contracts  of  the  United  States.  Upon  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Jewell  Mr.  Tyner  was  appointed  Postmaster 
General,  and  served  as  such  from  July,  1876,  to  March,  1877, 
the  expiration  of  Grant's  administration.  Upon  the  inauguration 
of  President  Haves  and  thr  ajipointment  of  David  M.  Kev  as 
Postmaster  General,  by  the  continuous  solicitation  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Tyner  was  induced  to  return  to  the  Postoffice  De- 
partment as  First-Assistant  Postmaster  General,  to  take  entire 
charge  of  the  business  of  the  Department  and  of  the  appoint- 
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meats  in  the  postal  service  of  the  Northern  and  border  States. 
This  position  he  lilled  to  the  entire  satisfactioti  of  his  superior  in 
office  and  of  the  country  at  large,  his  lon^t  experience  and  excel- 
lent executive  ability,  especially  qualifx  ing  him  for  the  office. 
Postm  ister  General  Blair's  expressed  opinion  that  an  energetic 
and  efficient  special  agent  could  do  the  public  greater  service  by 
expediting  the  transportation  and  delivering  the  military  mails, 
than  by  serving  either  as  a  private  or  commissioned  officer  in 
the  Volunteer  Army,  prevented  Mr.  Tyner  from  resigning  hia 
position  in  the  postal  service  and  entering  the  army  during  the 
late  civil  war.  Mr.  Tyner  was  brought  up  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  but  is  not  now  coiuu-cted  with  any  religious 
denomination.  He  married  his  tirst  wife,  Dena  L.  Humiston, 
daughter  of  Lewis  Humiston,  of  Cambridge  City,  November  8, 
1848.  This  estimable  lady  died  in  1870,  leaving  one  son,  Albert 
H.  Tyner,  and  one  daughter.  December  24,  1872,  Mr.  Tyner 
Avas  married  to  Christine  Hinds,  daughter  of  John  P.  Hinds,  late 
of  Washington.  District  of  Columbia. 

HENRY  F.  UNDERWOOD— A  native  of  Fairfield  County, 
Ohio,  born,  October  3,  1843;  son  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Brandt) 
Underwood,  both  nati\  L\s  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  extraction. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised  on  the  farm  and  received  a 
common  school  education.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Companx-  I., 
43d  Ohio  Volunteers.  He  served  one  year  and  then  came  home, 
being  honorary  discharged  in  1862  on  accotti\t  of  wounds 
received  at  the  rattle  of  Corinth,  Mississippi.  In  January,  1864,  he 
went  again  to  the  front  and  remained  until  the  dose  of  the  war. 
He  came  to  Miami  County  in  1S66  and  in  1868  entered  the  law 
oHk  c  of  Shirk  and  Mitchell  and  in  1869  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  iVevious  to  1869  he  began  the  pension  claim  business, 
which  he  has  since  continued.  During  1879  ^ 
partner  of  Nott  N.  Antrim.  lie  was  married  October  3,^1871,  to 
Miss  Nannie  Hollipeter,  of  Wabash  County,  and  daugjiter  of  Eliza- 
beth HoUipeter.  Thev  have  seven  children  as  follows:  William 
E.,  Charles  H.,  Lyman  M.,  Viola  M.,  Nancy  E.,  Frank  I.,  and 
Edith  Floy.  He  is  a  Republican.  In  1868  was  elected  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Sec- 
retar\  of  Canton,  Peru,  No.  20  P.  M.,  I.  O.  O.  F.,and  of  the  K.  of 
P.  Order. 

LYMAN  WALKER,  e,\-Judge  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Judi- 
cial Circuit,  was  born  at  Peacham,  Vermont,  January  26,  1837.  He 
is  the  son  of  Lyman  and  Elmira  G.  Walker.  Soon  after  Judge 
Walker's  birth,  ue  family  removed  to  Thetford,  Vermont,  where  the 
&ther  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Here  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  tilled  for  college  at  the 
Thetford  Academy.    He  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources. 


Digitized  by  Google 


484 


HISTORY  OP  MIAMI  COUKTY. 


and  in  order  to  obtain  the  means  for  a  complete  education,  engaged 
in  teaching.  He  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  1854,  and  after 
remaining  there  two  years  entered  Middlebury  College  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856.  Thus  did  he  in  early  life  manifest  a  spirit  of 
detennination  to  succeed  in  whate\  er  he  undertook,  and  bv  his  own 
unaided  efforts  succeeded  in  gaining  a  classical  education.  The 
years  1859  and  i860  were  o<xupiea  in  teaching  and  in  studying 
law  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Cnias  A  Topliff,  Manchester,  fiew 
Hampshire.  Early  in  1861,  Mr.  Walker  took  charge  of  the 
public  schools  of  Peru,  Indiana,  and  to  him  belongs  the  honor  of 
establishing  the  tirst  graded  school  there.  After  remaining  about 
one  year  in  that  position  he  began  to  practice  law  in  connection  with 
Harvey  J.  Shirk.  This  partnership  was  continued  two  years,  after 
which  Mr.  Walker  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  for  the  next 
four  years  he  was  in  practice  with  Hon.  R.  M.  Corwine.  He  then 
returned  to  Peru,  where  he  has  since  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative 
business  in  the  County,  State  and  United  States  Courts.  Mr. 
Walker  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  Knight 
Templar  degree.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  measures  brought  before  the  people  for  their 
consideration.  He  has  usually  preferred  the  quietude  of  private 
life,  but  such  talents  as  he  possesses  being  needed  and  demanded  by 
the  public,  he  was  elected  October,  1878,  Judge  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Judicial  Circuit,  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his  offiaal 
duties  1879^  His  eminent  legal  abilities  enabled  him  to  perform  the 
duties  of  this  office  faithfully  and  efficiently,  and  his  record  as  a 
Judge  is  one  of  which  he  and  his  fnanv  friends  mav  justly  feel 
proud.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  otlice  in  18H5,  Mr. 
Walker  has  been  busily  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
In  personal  appearance.  Judge  Walker  is  ratiier  above  the  average 
in  height  and  build  and  of  commanding  presence.  Although  still 
in  the  prime  of  life,  he  has  by  integrity  and  persistent  industry  won 
in  an  eminent  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  community. 

CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  WALLICK.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  01uo» 
November  4,  1832,  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
fShalter)  Wallick,  of  the  same  State.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Wallick,  senior,  was  a  native  of  Penns\  K  ania  and  an  early 
settler  of  Tuscannvas  County,  where  he  lived  until  liis  rcinmal  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  the  winter  of  1840.  He  ilied  in  this 
county  about  the  year  1855-6.  Benjamin  Wallick,  junior,  father 
of  William,  was  bom  in  Tuscarawas  County,  and  in  early  life 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  came  to  Indiana  in  1840,  and 
locating  in  Peru  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  time,  and  then  erected  a 
planing  mill  un  Little  Pipe  Creek,  a  short  distance  southwest  of  the 
city,  which  he  operated  with  good  success  for  a  number  of  years. 
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He  died  in  1883.  Elizabeth  Walllck  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  the  year  1881.  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Wallick  had  a  family  of  six  children  whose  names  are  as 
follows,  to-wit:    William,  the  subject  of  the  biography;  Joseph 
(deceased),  James  M.  (deceased),  John  W.,  Cliarles  F.  and  Emma, 
wife  of  Jackson  Ewing,  Esq.    William  Wallick  ^rew  to  manhood 
in  MKami  County  moving  here  with  his  parents  in  1840,  when  but 
eight  years  of  age.    ms  early  educational  advantages  were  lim- 
ited, attendini^  only  the  county  district  schools  irregularly  until  his 
seventeenth  year.     During  this  period  his  time  when  out  of  school 
was  spent  at  farm  labor,  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  abandoned 
agricultural  pursuits  and  be^an  the  carpenter^s  trade.    lie  was  thus 
engaged  till  the  fell  of  1801,  when  the  drum  and  fife  (music  still 
familiar  to  his  ears)  was  heard  throughout  the  North,  calling  the 
friends  of  the  Federal  Union  to  ori^^anize  and  rallv  in  its  support. 
The  loyal  sons  of  Ituliana  respondcil  nobly  to  that  call  and  earl}' 
took  steps  to  the  n)usic  for  the  Union.    Among  them  William 
Wallick  was  found  on  the  muster  roll  of  Company  G.,  51st  Regi- 
ment  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  company  he  was  largely  intru- 
mental  in  organizing.    He  enlisted  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1861, 
entering  the  service  as  Second  Lieutenant,  and  with  his  regiment 
soon  after  proceeded  to  tlie  front,  where  in  a  number  of  the  blood- 
iest battle  of  the  war  he  bore  an  active  and  conspicuoui*  part.  The 
51st  was  attached  to  the  4th  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumber^ 
land,  and  in  common  with  other  regiments  that  particijxited  in  the 
southwestern  campaigns  suffered  extrrmc  hardships  and  endurance. 
Among  the  most  important  battles  in  which  Captain  Wallick  was 
engaged  were  Murfreesboro,  Nasiiville,  Shiloh,  Franklin,  besides 
lesser  engagements,  in  all  about  twenty<^ne.    At  an  encounter 
near  Rome,  Georgia,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1863,  the  entire  command 
to  which  the  $ist  belonged  was  captured,  and  the  prisoners  first 
taken  to  Rome  and  later  to  Atlanta.    Captain  Wallick  w  ith  many 
of  his  comrades  were  .subsequentlv  incarcerated  iti  the  Libh\-  Prison 
at  Richmond,  V  irginia,  where  for  a  period  of  nine  months,  exposed 
to  all  the  hardships  and  horrors  of  that  notorious  pen,  he  lived  with 
the  one  (jbject  in  view — ^that  of  regaining  his  liberty.    Among  the 
many  thrilling  experiences  of  the  Captain's  prison  life  was  that 
when  with  seventy  other  unfortunate  comrades  he  was  oblij^ed  to 
lake  his  chances  in  drawing  lots  to  determine  which  two  of  their 
number  should  be  executed  in  retaliation  for  the  death  of  a  couple 
of  Confederate  officers  captured  and  hanged  by  General  Bum  side 
He,  with  twenty<^our  others,  among  whom  was  Col.  A.  D.  Streight, 
of  Indianapolis,  all  sworn  to  scrrt-cy  on  penalty  of  death,  matured 
and  liiially  succeeded,  in  carrying  into  successful  effect  a  plan  of 
escape  by  excavating  a  tunnel  under  the  prison  walls.  Through 
this  aperture  one  hundred  and  nine  persons  made  their  escape. 
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fifty-seven  of  whom  were  recaptured  and*  taken  back.  The  Cap- 
tain, in  common  with  those  who  succeeded  in  reaching  the  .Union 
lines,  narrates  with  thrilling  interest  the  many  adventures  he 

encountered  during  the  two  days  nnd  nights  spent  in  making  his 
way  to  Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  the  nearest  available  point  in  pos- 
session of  the  Federal  forces.  To  escape  observation  he  was  com- 
pelled to  secrete  himself  during  the  day  in  swamps,  thickets,  etc, 
and  to  travel  wholly  by'  night,  suffering  intensely  during  the  trip 
from  hunger,  exposure  nnfl  cold,  the  Umv  briiij^  carlv  in  the  month 
of  February,  1864.  On  reaching  Williamsburgh  he  at  once  procured 
a  furlough,  and  alter  a  short  time  spent  with  his  family  and  friends  in 
Peru,  again  returned  to  the  front  rejoining  his  regiment  in  Tennes- 
see, where  he  found  a  Captain's  commission  awaiting  him  having 
been  promoted  to  the  command  of  &e  company  while  a  prisoner  in 
Libby.  He  was  with  his  regiment  in  the  campaign  of  central  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  dav  succeeding  the  bloody  battle  of  Nashville,  in 
which  engagement  he  took,  an  active  part,  his  term  of  service 
expired  and  he  once  more  became  an  private  citizen.  Immediately 
after  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Peru  and  resumed  his  trade  whidb 
he  has  since  followed,  principally  in  the  city  and  Miami  County. 
Captain  Wallick  has  recently  prepared  an  interesting  lecture 
entitled,  Libby  Prison,  in  which  are  narrated  in  detail  the  suffer- 
ings, privations  and  death  of  union  prisoners  and  prison  life  in  gen- 
eral, with  a  full  account  of  his  Wonderful  and  almost  miraculous 
escape.  He  is  delivering  this  lecture  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try and  has  already  won  manv  encomiums  from  the  press  and  those 
who  have  heard  him.  Mr.  Wallick  was  married  June  11,  1855,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Burns,  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio.  To  this  mar- 
riage was  bom  one  child.  Flora  M.  Wallick,  deceased. 

WILLIAM  WEESNER.  Conspicuous  among  the  self-made 
men  of  Peru  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  biogra- 
phical sketch.  Mr.  Weesner  was  born  in  Wavne  Count^^,  this 
State,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1836,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Micajah 
and  Elizabeth  (Mendenhall)  Weesner,  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  early  settlers  of  Southern  Indiana.  He  passed  the  years  of  his 
youth  upon  a  farm,  with  the  rugged  duties  of  which  he  early  be- 
came familiar,  and  in  1850.  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  came  to 
Minmi  County  and  located  at  the  village  of  Peoria,  where  he  subse- 
quently engaged  in  the  blacksmithing  business.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Peoria  until  187 1,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Peru,  where 
for  ei^ht  years  he  followed  his  chosen  vocation  with  success  and 
finanaal  profit.  He  then  began  dealing  in  pine  lumber,  which  he 
has  since  handled  on  quite  an  extensive  scale,  and  in  connection 
with  that  branch  of  business  deals  in  coal,  buying  and  shipping  for 
many  of  the  leading  ^ties  of  the  State.  Mr.  Weesner  is  a  man 
of  great  energy  and  industry.   Believing  idleness  a  crime,  he  has 
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devoted  all  his  life  to  active  labor,  and  while  this  principle  has  been 

valuable  as  a  precept,  it  has  redounded  to  his  own  financial  advant- 
age. He  has  met  with  deserved  success  in  his  various  undertak- 
ings, and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  competence,  in- 
cluding a  tine  farm  of  160  acres  in  Butler  township,  Mr.  Weesner 
politically  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  On  the  ist  day  of 
October,  1856,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minerva  Hiatt,  * 
of  Jay  County,  Indiana,  a  union  blessed  with  one  child — Alvina 
Roscoe  Weesner,  born  Mav,  29,  1863. 

DANIEL  WILKINSON  was  born  in  ZanesviUe,  Mus- 
kingum County,  Ohio,  July  26,  1830.  He  migrated  to  this  county 
in  the  year  1861.  His  father  and  mother,  John  and  Hannah 
fSharp)  Wilkinson,  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England,  emigrated  to 
tnis  country  in  1819  and  located  in  Ohio.  Our  subject  was  reared 
in  Zanesville.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  k  arn  the 
machinists  trade,  at  which  he  worked  in  all  about  seventeen  years, 
when  he  engaged  in  saw-milling,  following  this  business  for  about 
seven  years.  In  1868  he  opened  a  planing  mill  in  Peru,  and  was 
burned  out  in  1872,  but  which  was  immediatdy  rebuilt.  Hie 
enterprise  was  converted  into  the  use  of  manufacturing  doors, 
sash,  blinds,  and  everything  of  that  order  in  tirst-class  style,  and 
which  gave  employment  to  from  ten  to  twelve  workmen.  In 
1882  Mr.  Walter  Wilkinson  came  into  the  establishment  as  a  part- 
ner. Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  I.  O. 
O.  F.  fraternities,  and  in  politics  i»  a  Republican. 

ASHER  WILLIAMSON,  Superintendent  of  the  Peru  Water 
"Works,  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  the  eldest  son  of 
Levi  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Musserj  Wiiliiunson,  parents  born  in 
England  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  He  was  bom  on  the 
19th  day  of  August,  1844,  and  when  but  four  years  of  age  was 
ts^en  by  his  parents  to  Indianapolis,  in  which  city  he  passed  the 
years  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  learn  the  machinist 
trade,  at  which  he  served  three  years,  and,  after  becoming  pro- 
ficient in  the  same,  commenced  working  at  Indianapolis.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment, working  in  various  capacities  and  in  1864  enlisted  in  the 
2 I.St  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which  he  served  one  year, 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  Southwestern  Campaigns  during  that 
time.  He  was  with  Banks  m  his^cdebrated  ex]^dition  up  the 
Red  River,  and  participated  in  all  the  batdes  of  that  unfortunate 
raid  and  several  others.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  Indianapolis  and  resumed  his  trade,  working  at  the  same  in 
that  city  until  1871,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Peru  and  accepted 
a  position  wiiii  the  Indiana  Manufacturing  Company,  with  wliich  he 
was  identified  until  1878.   In  that  year  he  severed  his  connection 
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with  the  company  in  order  to  take  charge,  as  Superintendent,  of 

the  city  water  v\  (»rks,  a  position  be  has  since  retained.  Mr. 
Williamson  ranks  high  as  a  skillful  mechanic,  and.  since  taking- 
charge  of  the  water  works,  has  demonstrated  his  peculiar  Htness 
for  the  position.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic,  K.  of 
L.,  K.  of  H.  and  Red  Men  fraternities,  and  in  politics  generaUy 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Caro-^ 
line  Berrynian,  of  Hamilton  County,  Indiana,  was  celebrated  on 
the  31st  day  of  May,  1866.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  have 
three  children,  viz.:  Cora,  Maude  and  (jordon  Willirmison, 

ALBERT  T.  ZERN,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  bom  November  28,  i838,the  eldest  son  of  Henry  and 
Deborah  (Shepherd)  Zern,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to 
this  county  in  1837  and  located  in  Peru.  His  father  built  the  Peru 
Flourin<;  Mills  about  the  year  1838.  He  was  one  of  the  enrlv  Com- 
missioners of  the  county,  and  was  deceased  at  the  age  of  si.\ty-three, 
January  21,  1868.  His  wife  died  in  December,  1876,  aged  seventy- 
eight.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  Town  of  Peru  and  received 
a  rair  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  learn  the 
art  of  chair-making  and  painting,  which  occupations  he  pursued 
jointly  for  twelve  years.  In  November,  1854,  he  and  Miss  Rachel 
Bell,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Bell,  who  came  to  the  county  in  1834, 
were  unit^  in  marriage.  She  is  a  native  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. To  them  was  bom  but  one  child,  Liddie,  the  wife  of 
William  Kunkle,  of  this  county.  Mr.  Zern  is  a  Democrat,  and 
beloni^s  to  the  subordinate  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  also  to  the  Encampment. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Allen  Township — Srru.vnoN  and  BouNi>.\[iV — Cominc.  ok  the 
Pioneers — L.\ni)  Entriks  Organization — Religions — In* 
uusTKiEs — History  of  Macy,  &c. 

THIS  Township  joins  Fult<Mi  County  on  the  north,  Cass  County 
on  the  w  i'st.  and  is  bounded  on  the  >(>uth  and  east  by  the 

townships  of  I  riion  and  Perr}' respectively.  The  superficial  area 
expressed  in  lii(ures  is  equivalent  to  about  14.720  acres,  or  twen- 
ty-three square  miles,  all  of  which  is  included  in  congressional 
townships,  29  north,  ranges  3  and  4  east.  The  general  surface  of 
the  town^ip  may  be  described  as  level,  with  irregular  undula- 
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tions  at  intervals  in  the  soudiern  and  southeastern  parts.  A  por- 
tion of  the  surface,  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  settle- 
ment, quite  wet  and  marshy,  requiring  a  system  of  artificial  drain- 
age to  bring  it  into  successful  cultivation.  The  greater  part  of 
the  township,  however,  was  covered  with  a  growth  of  very  heavy 
timber,  much  of  which  has  been  lavishly  sacrificed  to  the  demands 
of  trade.  The  following  species  were  found  in  abundance:  beech, 
walnut,  maple,  elm,  hickory,  poplar,  ash,  and  the  several  varietie  s 
of  oak. '  Cranberries  are  a  natural  production  of  some  of  the 
marsh  lands,  and  although  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  their 
cultivation,  they  formerly  constituted  an  important  interest  with 
some  classes  of  the  community.  The  soil  of  the  township  is  of 
an  average  quality,  and  agriculmre  and  stock  raising  are  the  chief 
occupations  of  the  people.  The  country  is  nbuiidantly  supplii'd 
with  water,  much  of  which  has  to  be  fjotten  rid  of  by  artilicial 
drainage.  While  the  township  does  not  claim  to  be  foremost  in 
improvements,  it  has  made  commendable  progress,  and  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  are  to  be  seen  many  highly  cultivated  and 
well  improved  farms. 

Comtvo-  of  the  Pioneers. — More  than  fifty  years  have  dis- 
solved in  the  mists  of  the  past  since  the  bold  pioneer  first  pene- 
trated the  wilderness  of  what  is  now  Allen  Township.  In  the 
winter  of  1834  three  sturdy  men.  John  Horton,  T.  N.  Wheatley 
and  T.  J.  Holcomb,  having  determined  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the 
new  country,  came  and,  selecting  their  respective  claims,  erected 
thereon  cabins,  preparatory  to  moving  their  families  the  following 
spring.  Mr.  Horton  chose  for  his  home  a  tract  of  land  in  the  west- 
em  part  of  the  township,  and  was  the  first  actual  settler  of  Allen, 
the  other  two  locating  just  across  the  line  in  Fulton  County.  The 
country  at  that  time  presented  no  attractions  to  the  pioneer,  being 
an  unbroken  wilderness  infested  with  w  ild  beasts,  both  tierce  and 
dangerou's;  but  nothing  daunted,  Mr.  Horton  went  to  work  with  a 
will  and  in  March,  1835,  nioved  his  family  to  the  new  home  in  the 
woods.  A  small  field  was  cleared  in  due  time,  and  from  the  few 
vegetables  raised  thereon  the  family  managed  to  subsist  until  a 
lari^er  area  of  land  could  be  made  ready  for  cultivation.  The 
abundance  of  game  with  which  the  forest  abounded  furnished 
the  chief  subsistence  of  the  familv  in  the  meantime. 

From  the  spring  of  1835  until  1836  Mr.  Horton  was  the  sole 
white  resident  of  the  township,  his  nearest  neighbors  being  the  two 
families  mentioned  and  a  few  other  settlers  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
Perrysburg.  Union  Township.  In  1836  one  George  Neece  came 
to  the  country  and  made  some  improvements  about  one-half 
mile  north  of  the  present  site  of  Macy,  where  he  remained  a 
few  years.  He  was  a  substantial  citizen  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  development  of  the  country,  but  disposed  of  his  home 
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in  an  early  day  and  emigrated  to  one  of  the  Western  States. 

I  lis  brother,  William  Neece,  came  about  the  same  time  and 
settled  two  miles  north  of  Mac  v  on  the  Zartman  farm.  Jona- 
than Williams  became  a  resident  some  time  in  1836,  settling  on 
the  Tracy  farm  about  two  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Macy, 
where  he  made  substantial  improvements.  Isaac  Williams,  a 
brother  of  Jonathan,  purchased  the  Nei'cc  place  prior  to  1837, 
and  enrly  earned  the  reputation  of  an  honest  and  upright  citi- 
zen. The  year  1837  witnessed  the  arrival  of  a  number  of 
dauntless  men,  prominent  among  whom  were  the  Wilkinsons, 
who  had  formerly  settled  at  the  village  of  Mexico  in  Jefferson 
Township.  The  family  at  that  time  consisted  of  John  Wilkin- 
son and  his  sons,  Anderson,  George,  James  and  Baldwin,  all  of 
whom  were  pioneers  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term.  John  Wil- 
kinson moved  from  Ohio  in  1836,  and,  after  a  short  time  spent 
in  Jefferson  Township,  purchased  land  where  Macy  now  stands. 

George  Wilkinson  entered  a  tract  of  land  south  of  Macy 
in  the  spring  of  1837  and  is  still  an  honored  resident  of  the 
township.  Anderson  located  near  the  present  site  of  the  village 
and  is  also  living  at  this  time.  James  located  in  the  same 
neighborhood  and  Baldwin  made  his  first  improvements  on  what 
is  now  the  Ewing  farm.  J.  Reiker  came  in  1837  and  settled 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township  on  land  which  he  subse- 
quentlv  sold  to  Sullivan  Waite.  Jesse  Yost  became  a  resident 
as  early  as  1837.  settling  a  short  distance  northwest  of  Macy, 
while  the  Dabney  brothers,  James,  John  and  Samuel,  located  in 
the  southwestern'  part  oi  the  township  the  latter  part  of  the 
above  year,  or  early  in  1838.  Sullivan  Waite,  to  whom  refer- 
•ence  has  been  made,  nio\  ed  to  the  township  in  March,  1838, 
and  was  an  honored  and  highly  respected  resident  of  the  same 
until  his  death  in  April,  1S50.  His  son,  A.  C.  Waite,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  business  men  of  Macy,  and  another  son,  j.  H. 
Waite,  is  proprietor  of  a  large  mercantile  house  at  the  town  of 
Gilead.  Conspicuous  among  the  arrivals  of  1S39  were  Matthias 
Carvey  and  son,  P.  M.  Carvey,  the  latter  still  living  where  the 
family  originally  settled,  a  short  distance  east  of  Macy.  William 
Hatch,  brother-in-law  of  Carvey,  came  the  same  year  and  set- 
tled in  the  same  neighborhood,  as  did  also  Thomas  Clemens, 
who  purchased  the  Waite  farm,  upon  which  he  is  still  living. 
Othei  s  of  1839  and  1840  were  George  Hakins,  <Mie-half  mile 
west  of  Macv;  William  Squires,  in  Section  7,  northern  part  of 
the  township;  David  Kinder,  eastern  part:  Matthias  Harmon, 
Section  23,  Township  29,  North  3  East;  Elias  Bills,  Section  24,  same 
township  and  range ;  John  McCriea,  Section  20^  Township  29,  4  East ; 
Nathamel  and  George  Bryant,  in  southwestern  part  of  the  town- 
ship; William  and  Avery  Carvey,  sons  of  Matthias  Carvey, 
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southwest  of  Macy;  Samuel  Carr  and  Frederick  Fore,  northeast 
part;  William  Fenimore,  a  short  distance  southwest  of  Macy; 
Hcnn,'  Studebaker,  about  one  mile  north  of  the  village;  William 
Boggs,  south  of  town;  Joseph  and  Richard  Endsley,  southeast 
part  of  the  township;  Peter  Weaver,  near  the  Fulton  County 
line;- Daniel  Hoover,  Section  4,  Township  29,  North  4  East; 
William  Gibson,  Section  16;  Clark  Bailey,  Jeremiah  I^ailey  and 
Stcplu'n  Railev  in  Section  18;  Stewart  Bailey,  Section  11, 
Township  29,  3  East,  and  Andrew  Highland,  Section  12,  same 
township  and  range. 

Lmid  EtUrus — The  first  laud  purchased  from  the  Government 
within  the  limits  of  Allen  was  entered  in  a  traet  lying  in  Section  4^ 
Township  29,  north  of  Range  4,  East,  the  year  1835,  by  Charles 
W.  Cathcart.  He  obtained  a  patent  for  the  north  half,  southwest 
quarter  of  said  section,  and  the  same  }'ear  Alexander  B.  Morrison 
entered  a  tract  in  the  same  part  of  the  township. 

During  the  year  1836  lands  were  entered  by  Samuel  A.  Mann, 
William  hT  Stubblefield  and  David  Hoover,  in  Section  4  of  the 
above  towni>hip  and  range:  Asa  Leonard,  William  Smith,  William 
Cannon,  Nathaniel  Leonard  and  Jonathan  Williams  in  Section  5; 
William  H.  Lee  and  Samuel  Hoover  in  Section  6;  George  W. 
Neece,  Section  7;  Alexander  Wilson,  Section  8;  John  McCrea,  Sec- 
20;  James  Wheeldon,  Newberry  Wheeldon,  £lias  Beard,  Isaac 
Lapham,  John  G.  Gibson,  William  Neece,  David  Harp  and  Jesse 
Yost  in  Section  i,  Township  29,  Range  3,  East;  Jeremiah  E.  Cary, 
Joseph  Car\ .  Samuel  Harp  and  John  L.  Gibson,  Section  2;  John 
Horton,  Jonathan  Williams  and  George  Harkins,  Section  11;  Wil- 
liam Neece  and  D.  R.  Rowan,  Section  12;  John  Horton  and  John 
Dabney,  Section  14;  Joseph  Holman,  Eli  Pugh  and  E.  S.  Wyatt, 
Section,  25.  In  1837  the  following  persons  secured  lands  by  entry, 
viz.:  David  Kinder,  Section  6,  Township  29,  4  East:  Alex- 
ander Jameson,  Gartin  Calaway,  W.  T.  Squires  and  T.  J.  Holcomb, 
Section  7;  A.  M.  Campbell  and  Peter  Harshman,  Section  9;  James 
Wilkinson,  Daniel  Mendenhall,  Thomas  Clemens  and- Sullivan  Waite, 
Section  17;  John  Wilkinson,  Eli  Pugh  and  Matthias  Carvey,  Sec- 
tion iS;  Baldwin  Wilkinson.  Section  19;  Grimes  Holcomb,  Ander- 
son Wilkinson,  Andrew  Highland,  Thomas  Holcomb  and  Daniel 
Lee,  Section  12  of  Township  29,  North  Range,  3  East:  George 
Wilkinson,  William  R.  Mowbray,  Ebenc/er  Fenimore,  Stephen 
Brewer  and  John  A.  Taylor,  Section  13;  Elias  Bills  and  James 
Wilkinson,  Section  24;  Charles  Lowe  and  Townsend  Evans,  Sec- 
tion 26.  Numerous  entries  were  made  during  the  years  1839 
and  1840,  and  by  the  year  1842  nearly,  if  not  quite  all,  the  Gov- 
ernment land  in  the  township  was  taken  up,  the  greater  part  by 
actual  settlers. 

TattmsAtp  Orgmugalibtt, — ^AHen  originally  formed  a  part  of 
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Union  Township,  and  dates  its  history  as  a  separate  division  from 
the  6th  dav  of  Sopti-inb.'r,  1859.  It  wa'^  orL^.itiizod  with  bound- 
aries same  as  now,  and  named  in  honor  ot  Senator  Allen,  of 
Ohio.  The  first  eli^on  was  held  in  Lincoln  (novir  Macy),  at 
the  residence  of  Anderson  Wilkinson  in  the  Call  of  the  acK>ve 
year,  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  inspector.  The  first  officers  elected  were 
Frederick  Huffman,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  James  Wilkinson, 
Trustee.  The  second  Trustee  wa'^  William  Fenimnre,  who 
resigned  liie  olhce  before  the  expiration  of  ills  term  in  order  to 
enter  the  army.  Anderson  Wilkinson  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  since  which  time  the  office  has  been  held  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  viz:  Baldwin  Wilkinson,  Henry  Heming,  M. 
McGinlev,  Frank  Hart,  William  Belt,  John  Zartman,  and  David 
McKillip,  the  last  named  being  the  present  incumbent.  The 
present  Justices  of  the  Peace  are  O.  Case  and  Henry  Pulver.  Politi- 
cally, AJlen  has  ever  been  noted  for  its  handsome  Republican 
majorities,  the  plurality  ranging  from  forty  to  fifty-five. 

Rrlii^iuti. — The  religious  history  of  Allen  dates  from  its  first 
settlement,  manv  of  the  pioneers  havini^  been  men  of  marked 
piety  and  active  members  of  Churches  in  the  country  from  which 
they  emigrated.  The  first  meetings  were  generally  held  m  the 
cabins  of  different  settlers,  and  they  may  to  said  to  have  been 
one  of  the  principal  means  of  intellectaal  as  well  as  spiritual 
improvement.  The  circuit  preachers  were  for  a  number  of  vears 
the  only  circulating  medium  of  thought  and  emotion  that  kept 
isolated  settlements  from  spiritual  stagnation.*'  "  They  were  men 
of  great  physical  endurance,  absolutely  devoted  to  their  work 
which  they  pursued  in  the  foce  of  every  hardslup  and  discour- 
agement." Their  circuits  were  frequently  great,  requiring  them 
to  be  constantly  on  the  route,  and  their  oratory  was  of  the  pop- 
ular kind,  familiar  to  all  the  early  settlements  of  northern  Indiana. 
With  all  the  uncouthness  and  eccentricities  of  these  early  pio- 
neers of  the  Cross,  they  did  much  towards  checking  the  evils 
and  vices  of  the  times,  and  are  entitled  to  special  credit  among 
those  who  conquered  the  wilderness.  Prominent  among  the  early 
ministers  of  Allen  Township  was  Rev.  George  Pope,  a  Baptist 
preacher,  who  held  religious  worship  at  the  residence  of  George 
Neece  as  early  as  1838.  Rev.  Mr.  Kendall,  another  Baptist 
preacher,  visited  the  sparse  settlements  as  early  as  183^  and  about 
the  same  tinie  Rev.  William  Williams,  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
began  holding  meetings  at  the  cabin  of  Anderson  Wilkinson, 
where  the  first  organization  was  effected  in  1840  ^See  M.  E. 
Church,  of  Macy). 

The  Pleasani  HUl  Meihtdisi  Society,  about  four  miles  northeast 
of  Macy,  was  an  early  organization  and  among  the  tlrst  members 
were  John  Clifton  and  wife.  Perry  Dukes  and  wife,  John  Hill  and 
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wife,  T.  J.  Carpenter,  Jacob  Bennett  and  wife,  Thomas  Powell  and 
wife,  Enoch  Powell  and  wife,  Samuel  Carr  and  wife  and  others 
whose  names  cannot  be  recalled.  Meetings  were  held  in  private 
residences  for  several  years  and  as  the  emigration  increased  in 
numbers,  efforts  were  made  to  erect  a  house  oi  worship.  The 
first  building  was  a  log  structure  on  the  land  of  Wm.  Dukes. 
It  was  replaced  by  the  present  building  some  time  prior  to  1870. 
The  organization  is  in  good  condition  and  at  the  present  time 
enjoys  the  pastoral  labors  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Belt. 

TAe  MctJwdist  Church  at  Five  Corners,  was  organized  prior 
to  i860  and  is  one  of  the  points  of  the  Macjr  Circuit.  The 
organization  has  enjoyed  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity  for  a 
number  of  years  and  upon  its  records  can  be  seen  the  names  of 
many  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community.  A  frame 
house  of  worship  was  erected  about  the  year  i860.  The 
society  is  not  so  strong  as  formerly,  numbering  at  this  time  only 
about  forty  members.  Rev*  J.  D.  Belt  is  pastor.  The  Birming- 
ham Class  was  organized  about  the  time  of  the  founding  of  that 
village  and  has  a  fair  membership.  The  village  school  house  is 
used  for  a  meeting  place  and  services  are  regularly  held  by 
Rev.  J.  J.  Cooper,  pastor  in  charge  of  the  Perrysburg  Circuit. 

Industries — ^In  1856  Messrs.  Runkle  and  Woodring  built  the 
first  saw  mill  in  the  township.  It  was  a  steam  mill-  with  corn 
burrs  attached  and  was  highly  prized  by  the  residents  of  Allen 
and  adjoining  townships.  It  was  operated  very  successfully  for 
some  time,  when  it  was  blown  up,  killing  three  men;  Mr.  Hart 
and  his  son  William  and  a  Mr.  Hippie  (Sec  sketch  of  Macy 
for  other  mills).  The  first  manufacturing  establishment  of  any 
kind  in  the  township  was  an  ashery;  operated  by  William  T. 
Squires  as  early  as  1840.  Mr.  Squires  carried  on  the  business 
with  reasonably  fair  success  for  several  years  and  manufactured 
much  of  the  soda  used  by  the  early  settlers. 

Mixellan&ms  Items* — ^Probably  tfie  first  marriage  in  Allen 
Township  was  that  of  Elijah  Ogle  to  Catharine,  daughter  of  John 
Wilkinscm,  solemnized  sometime  in  the  year  1838.  The  first  death 
which  occurred  was  that  of  John  Wilkinson  who  departed  this  life 
on  the  24th  of  December,  183S.    "In  December  of  1838.  Mar- 

faret,  wife  of  William  Hatch,  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  Delilah 
fatch,  who  was  probably  the  first  white  child  bom  in  the  town- 
ship.** Joseph  H.  Waite,  son  of  Sullivan  and  Margaret  Waite,  was 
born  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1839,  and  the  following  year,  Nov- 
ember 15,  A.  C.  Waite,  was  born  to  the  same  parents.  Both  of 
these  gentlemen  are  still  living,  the  former  in  Gilead  and  the  latter 
in  Macy.  "The  first  brick  in  the  township  was  manufactured  by 
Stewart  Baili^,  on  the  Sullivan  Waite  farm,  about  the  year  1842." 
**To  George  Hawkins  is  due  the  credit  of  building  the  first  brick 
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house  in  the  township  in  1856."  In  the  year  1850  Sullivan  Waite 
was  kicked  to  death  bv  a  vicious  horse,  an  occurrance  that  cast  a 
deep  gloom  o\  er  ihi'  entire  community.  The  following  incident 
shows  tile  moral  standing  of  two  former  residents  of  the  township. 
«*Men  will  trade  cattle,  houses,  horses  and  lands  without  enlisting 
much  attention,  but  when  it  comes  to  trading  wives  people  will  very 
natural]}-  be  astonished,  and  yet  such  a  trade  actually  occurred  at 
an  early  day  within  the  borders  of  Allen.  There  were  two  farm- 
ers by  the  names  of  Adams  and  Hernsberger  living  not  a  great  wav 
apart.  An  intimacy  sprang  up  between  Mr.  Adams  and  the  wife  of 
Hernsberger.  At  this  there  need  be  no  surprise,  for  in  the  eyes 
of  Nineteenth  Century,  it  has  grown  quite  common  fcMr  men  to 
admire  the  wives  of  others  more  than  they  do  their  own.  The 
friendship  between  the  couple  increasing  an  elopement  was  planned 
and  a  day  fixed  for  putting  the  same  into  execution.  At  the 
appointed  time  they  stole  avva^'  and  quietly  started  on  their  journey. 
Mr.  Hernsberger,  it  seems,  was  on  the  alert,  and  the  guilty  pair 
had  not  proc^ded  far  before  they  were  overtaken  by  him.  He 
did  not  approach  rashly  the  dispoiler  of  his  home  with  drawn  revol- 
ver and  shoot  him  dead  upon  the  spot,  but  calmly,  with  the  utmost 
composure,  and  in  a  business  like  manner  proposed  that  since  he 
(Adams)  thought  more  of  his  ( Hernsberger s)  wife  than  he  did 
of  his  own,  if  he  would  give  him  his  wife  and  a  small  sum  to  boot, 
he  might  proceed  on  his  way  unmolested.  Adams  without  the  least 
hesitation  accepted  the  proposition,  and  all  parties  concurring 
therein,  the  trade  was  at  once  closed,  and  rumor  says  that  they  all 
lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  domestic  felicity  ever  afterwards.*' 

Cemeteries. — The  two  principal  places  of  burial  in  Allen 
Township  are  the  Carvey  cemetery,  near  Macy,  laid  out  in  an  early 
day  on'  the  land  of  Matthias  Carvey,  and  the  graveyard  at  Five 
Corners,  where  lie  many  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county- 
Among  the  earliest  burials  in  the  former  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baily,  Matthias  Carvey  and  a  child  of  William  Hakins,  and  in 
the  latter  were  laid  to  rest  many  years  ago  the  bodies  of 
Nathan  Bryant,  Matthias  Harmon  and  a  number  of  others  whose 
names  have  long  since  been  forgotten. 

F'hr  Comers. — A  straggling  village  in  the  western  part  of 
the  township,  so  named  on  account  of  its  location  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  several  roads,  was  the  nucleus  of  a  very  early  settlement, 
and  at  one  time  achieved  considerable  reputation  as  a  trading 
point  The  place  was  never  platted,  being  merely  a  thickly  set- 
tled locality  to  which  the  term  village  can  scarcely  be  applied,  but 
it  earlv  became  the  chief  source  of  supplies  for  a  large  area  of 
territor\-  in  Miami  and  Fulton  Counties.  About  the  year  1857, 
or  perhaps  a  httle  earlier,  a  stock  of  goods  was  brought  to  the 
place  by  Moses  &  Williams,  who  carried  on  a  very  successful 
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liusiness  for  a  period  of  six  or  seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  the  store  was  purchased  by  Nathan  Shaddeford*  who  re> 

mained  in  business  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  William 
Harp,  who  had  previously  operated  a  general  mercantile  house  at 
Wooleytown  in  Richland  Township.  After  remaining  about 
eighteen  months  Mr.  Harp  closed  out  within  a  short  time,  L. 
Carl  began  merdiandising,  and  continued  with  fair  success  for 
over  a  year,  \\  hen  he  moved  his  stock  of  goods  to  Macy,  his 
store  beinfT  the  last  business  venture  at  the  Comers.  A  postotfice 
was  established  in  1859,  with  Nathaniel  Bryant  as  postmaster. 
The  last  postmaster  was  L.  Carl,  who  had  charge  of  the  office 
-when  it  was  moved  to  Macy.  At  one  time  tiie  place  gave 
promise  of  a  bright  future  on  account  of  its  remote  location  from 
any  other  trading  point,  but  the  completion  of  the  I.,  P.  and  C. 
railroad  through  the  country  a  couple  of  miles  distant  and  the 
springing  up  of  the  town  of  Macy,  served  as  an  effectual  check 
to  its  anticipations,  and  all  that  now  disdnguishes  the  village  from 
the  surrounding  neighborhood  are  a  church  and  school  house, 
with  a  few  dwellings  in  close  proximity. 


central  part  of  the  township  and  dates  its  history  from  June,  l86o 
at  which  time  the  original  plat,  consisting  of  twenty  lots  was  laid 
out  by  George  and  Anderson  Wilkinson,  under  the  name  of  Lincoln. 
The  village  was  the  immediate  outgrowth  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  Rail- 
road and  soon  became  the  principal  shipping  point  on  said  road 
between  the  cities  of  Peru  and  Rochester.  One  of  the  earliest  resi- 
dents of  the  town  was  William  Cordell,  who  built  a  blacksmith 
shop  a  short  time  after  the  plat  was  made,  and  about  the  same  time 
John  G.  Inscho,  a  carpenter,  purchased  lot  15  and  erected  thereon  a 
dwelling  which  is  still  standing  occufned  at  the  present  time  by  Mrs. 
B<irrN-.  These  men  folhnved  their  respective  vocations  for  several 
years  and  found  abundant  employment  durin<^  the  early  settlemants 
and  building  up  of  the  town.  Nelson  Wilkinson  bought  lot  No.  20 
and  built  a  residence  thereon  sometime  in  i860  and  the  same  year 
another  building,  in  which  was  kept. the  first  store  was  erected  by 
George  Wilkinson  a  short  distance  west  of  Mr.  Cordell's  shop. 
Mr.  Wilkinson  brought  a  large  stock  of  general  merchandise  to  the 
place  and  for  about  three  years  carried  on  a  fairly  successful  trade, 
closing  out  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  retiring  from  business.  The 
next  merchants  were  J.  W.  Hurst  and  A.  L.  Norris,  who  engaged 
in  business  as  partners  prior  to  1869,  using  the  Wilkinson  buildmg 
for  their  store  room.  In  the  meantime  the  influx  of  population  con- 
tinued such,  that  an  addition  to  the  town  became  necessary.  Con- 
sequently in  June,  186^,  a  plat  of  eighty  lots  was  made  and  offered 
for  sale  by  Messrs.  Wilkinson  and  Powell.  These  lots  found  ready 
purchasers  and  within  a  short  time  quite  a  number  of  residences 
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and  business  houses  were  erected  in  the  new  addition ;  among  which 
was  the  store  room  now  occupied  by  O.  Case.  This  building  was 
erected  by  Hurst  and  Norris  and  in  the  &n  of  the  above  year 
another  business  house  was  erected  on  lot  29,  same  addition,  L. 
Carl,  who  from  that  time  until  the  present  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  town.  In  May,  187 1, 
David  Enyart  laid  out  an  addition  of  thirty-two  lots,  the  majority  of 
which  were  soon  purcliased  and  improved.  The  firm  of  iiurst 
and  Norris  lasted  but  a  short  time  the  latter  retiring  at  the  expira- 
tion of  about  one  year.  Mr.  Hurst  continued  the  store  some  time 
longer  and  in  connection  with  his  mercantile  business  engaged  in 
the  grain  li  ade  which  he  still  carries  on  being  at  the  time  the  most 
extensive  and  successful  buyer  between  the  cities  of  Peru  and 
Rochester.  L.  Carl  brought  a  stock  of  goods  from  Five  Comers  in 
1869  and  with  the  exception  of  about  one  year  has  been  one  of 
Macy's  leading  merchants  ever  since.  Frank  Ernsberger  engaged 
in  merchandising  in  1871  and  one  year  later  the  first  drug  store 
was  started  by  Lon  Hudson.  Another  early  merchant  was  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Cole,  who  opened  a  busitiess  house  on  the  corner 
now  occupied  by  Cloud  &  Son;  and  sometime  in  the  seventies  a 
clothing  store,  a  branch  of  Mr.  Bear's  large  establishment  at  Roch- 
esteV  was  brought  to  the  place  by  David  Goldsmith  who  continued 
it  for  a  period  of  about  two  or  three  years.  In  addition  to  those 
mentioned,  the  following  business  men  sold  goods  from  time  to 
time,  viz:  Milton  Enyart,  Stephen  Bennett,  Ira  and  James  Hurst, 
Hurst  &  Hoffman,  W.  H.  Hatch,  Mr.  Casde,  Frank  Edwards  and 
others. 

///<///.v/r/V5.  The  first  industry  of  Macy  was  a  steam  saw  mill, 
brought  to  the  village  in  i860  by  J.  L.  Peck.  It  stood  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  town,  and  was  operated  as  a  lumber  mill  exclusively 
for  several  years.  John  Gamer  subsequently  purchased  an  interest, 
and  the  iirm  of  Peck  &  Gamer  remodeled  the  machinery  and  con- 
verted the  mill  into  a  flouring  mill,  using  for  their  building  the  frame 
of  a  large  barn  that  stood  near  the  town.  The  mill  did  its  first 
grinding  some  time  in  1868,  and  operated  with  good  success  until 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1870.  The  last  owners  were  Stallard  <k  Gar- 
ner. A  flouring  mill  was  built  in  the  southern  part  of  the  village 
in  1870,  by  Messrs.  Wagoner  &  Swihart,  who  operated  it  until  1885. 
It  was  then  purchased  by  Steel  &  Norris,  who  have  since  thoroughly 
remodeled  and  supplied  it  with  improved  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  flour,  by  the  roller  process.  The  proprietors  are  exper- 
ienced mill  men,  and  their  brand  of  flour  has  already  achieved  a 
reputation  for  its  superior  quali^.  In  1880  a  large  steam  saw  mill 
was  started  a  short  distance  north  of  Macy,  by  Shindler  &  Wilkin- 
son, who  still  operate  it   The>  do  a  successful  local  business,  besides 
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shippint;  lar^e  quantities  ot  lumber  to  various  Cities  on  the  line  of 
the  L,  P.  &  C.  Railroad. 

Physicians. — The  first  physician  to  practice  his  profession  in 
Ma(^  was  Dr.  James  McKee,  who  moved  to  the  village  in  i860. 
The  next  medical  man  was  Dr.  M.  M.  Boggs,  who  is  still  in  the 
active  practice  of  hb  profession,  having  been  one  of  the  leading 
ph\"sici;ins  of  the  town  ever  since  its  infancy.  Amon^  otlu-r  doctors 
who  have  made  the  village  a  stopping  place  from  time  to  liine,  were 
Drs.  Ford,  Weltie,  Wright  and  Ernsberger.  The  resident  physi- 
cians at  this  time  are  M.  M.  Boggs,  E.  H.  Sutton,  John  Bames»  R. 
J.  D.  Peters  and  J.  S.  Wilson. 

Hotels. — The  first  hotel  in  Macy  was  built  by  H.  C.  Ewing, 
who  kept  it  several  years.  It  stands  on  the  principal  street  near 
the  central  part  of  the  village,  and  is  now  run  by  Jeremiah  Hatch. 
The  second  hotel  was  opened  several  years  later  by  J.  C.  Feni- 
more,  who  is  still  in  the  business,  his  house  having  already  become 
a  favorite  stopping  place  for  the  traveling  public. 

Tlie  I'*rcss. — ^The  Macy  Monitor,  the  first  and  only  newspa- 
per enterprise  of  Macy,  was  established  in  1885  by  M.  Lew 
Enyart,  with  D.  O.  Huffman,  publisher.  The  first  number  of  the 
MonUmr  made  its  appearance  May  z6th  <rf  the  above  year,  since 
which  time  it  has  steadily  grown  m  favor  as  a  spicy  local  paper, 
having  already  reached  a  circulation  of  several  hundred.  The 
Monitor  is  a  five-column  folio,  independent  in  politics,  and  pre- 
sents an  attractive  appearance,  with  every  indication  of  beini^  in 
a  Nourishing  condition.  Its  mechanical  execution  is  good,  and  the 
editorial  and  local  departments  are  equal  to  those  of  any  local 
paper  in  Miami  Count}'. 

Ch(in«cc  of  Name^  and  Incorporation. — As  already  stated,  the 
town  of  Macy  was  surveved  and  recorded  under  the  name  of 
Lincoln,  and  was  known  as  such  until  about  the  year  1875.  'The 
near  location  of  another  and  older  town  of  Lincoln,  in  Cass  County, 
together  with  the  name  of  AUen,  by  which  the  post  office  was 
originally  known,  gave  rise  t  >  much  confusion  and  no  little  trouble 
in  the  shipment  of  goods  and  the  sending  of  mail  matter.  To 
obviate  this  difficulty  the  citizens  of  the  town  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  County  Board  praying  that  the  name  be  changed  from 
Lincoln  to  Macy,  which  was  duly  granted  in  1875,  and  about  the 
same  time  the  postoffice  department  was  petitioned  to  change  the 
name  of  the  office  to  correspond  with  the  name  of  the 
town.  The  latter  petition  had  the  desired  effect  also,  and  since 
the  adoption  of  the  one  name  for  both  otHce  and  town,  a  cTfoat 
deal  of  annoyance  consei^uent  upon  the  missending  of  mail  and 
merchandise  has  been  avoided.  The  postoffice  was  removed  from 
Five  Comers  in  1869,  and  Mr.  L.  Carl  had  the  hon  or  of  being 
the  first  postmaster  of  Macy.   The  present  postmaster  is  Dr.  Af . 
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M.  Bog<rs.  In  18S4,  the  citizens  of  Macv  de<jirin!^'  to  ascertain 
whether  public  sentiment  was  in  favor  of  erecting  and  maintain- 
ing a  town  corporation,  called  an  election  to  decide  the  same. 
A  full  vote  was  cast,  with  a  very  decided  majority  in  favor  of 
the  corporation,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  town  was  divided 
into  three  districts,  and  the  following  Board  of  Trustees  elected, 
viz:  M.  Freeland,  Jeremiah  Hatch  and  A.  C.  Waite.  The  officers 
of  the  town  at  this  time  are  M.  Freeland,  Oliver  Jenkins  and 
Albert  iiakins,  i  rustees;  J.  D.  Bell,  Clerk;  John  Cloud,  Marshal 
and  L.  Carl,  Treasurer. 

School  Buildings. — ^The  first  school  building  was  a  frame 
structure  built  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  some  time 
in  the  seventies.  The  original  building  was  subsequentlv  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  an  upper  storv,  niakini^  in  all  three  i^ood 
rooms,  which  served  to  accommodaie  ilie  pupils  of  the  town  until 
1880.  Li  that  year  the  Township  Graded  School-house,  a  beau- 
tiful brick  edifice  of  eight  rooms,  was  built  at  a  cost  of  over  $6,ooa 
This  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  commodious  school  buildings 
in  the  county,  and  is  an  improvement  of  which  the  citizens  of 
Macy  may  justly  feel  proud. 

L.odg'es. — Lincoln  Lodge,  No.  523,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  insti- 
tuted August  16,  1875,  the  membership  at  date  of  organization  be- 
ing eleven,  of  which  the  following  were  elected  to  till  the  various 
offices,  viz.;  J.  W.  Hurst,  W.  M.;  Daniel  Mussulman,  S.  W.; 
Valentine  Thompson.  J.  W.;  Frederick  Hoffman,  Treasurer;  F. 
B.  Hart,  Secretary;  J.  H.  Hurst,  S.  D.:  H.  Hoover,  J.  I).,  and 
John  Zartman,  tyler.  The  other  original  members  were  Dr.  M. 
,  M.  Boggs,  W.  R.  Marshall  and  Daniel  Ross,  and  the  first  person  initi- 
ated was  J.  S.  Washington.  The  lodge  has  enjoyed  a  fair  degree 
of  prosperity,  and  at  the  present  time  has  the  names  of  thirty-three 
active  members  upon  the  records.  The  officers  for  1886  are  as  fol- 
lows: Ira  B.  Hurst,  W.  M.;  A.  P.  Carvey,  vS.  W.:  W.  H.  Day, 
J.  W.;  David  Black,  Secretary;  Abner  C.  Waite,  Treasurer;  A.  S. 
Benedict,  S.  D.;  J.  W.  Carvey,  J.  D.;  S.  W.  Tracy,  Tyler;  Onis 
Case  and  J.  S.  Washington,  Stewards,  and  A.  L.  Norris,  Chaplain. 

Alien  Lod^c,  ]\^o.  5^0,  /.  O.  O.  F.^  was  instituted  November 
23,  1876,  with  the  following  charter  members,  viz. :  W.  R.  Mar- 
shall, Easton  A.  Guyer,  Oliver  Jenkins,  J.  R.  Cunningham,  C.  C. 
Johnson  and  G.  P.  Franklin.  The  first  officers  were  W.  R. 
Marshall,  N.  G.;  Oliver  Jenkins,  V.  G.;  Azro  Wilkinson,  Secre- 
tary, and  Milton  Enyart  Treasurer.  Meetings  were  held  in  the 
Grange  Hall  until  the  winter  of  1876,  at  which  time  the  present 
hall,  on  the  jirincipal  business  street  of  the  town,  was  erected,  which, 
with  the  other  lodge  property,  represents  a  capital  of  about 
$1,400.  The  growth  of  the  lodge  has  been  steady  and  healthful, 
and  although  not  so  strong  in  numbers  as  formerly,  is  still  in 
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good  condition,  with  an  active  membership  of  thirty- four.  For  the 
year  tS86  the  officers  are:  Thomas  Powell,  N.  G.;  Wm.  F, 
Wilkinson,  Treasurer,  and  J.  Norman,  Secretary. 

Mystic  Jewel  L.odgc  No.  210,  Daughters  of  Rebecca,  was 
established  January  15,  1881,  with  seventeen  charter  members, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  D.  K.  Ogden,  Mrs.  £.  A.  Og^en, 
Henrv  PuK  er,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Pulver,  W.  R.  Marshall,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Marshall,  (ieo.  W.  O^'den,  Mrs.  Sarah  O^^den,  William  F.  Wilkin- 
son, Oliver  Jenkins,  Mrs.  Oliver  Jenkins,  A.  II.  Wilkinson,  Etta 
Wilkinson,  E.  Chapen,  Mrs.  E.  Chapen,  C.  C.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Johnson.  At  this  time  the  membership  is  about  twenty,  and  the 
organisation  is  reported  im  a  prosperous  condition.  The  following 
are  the  present  officers:  Nancy  Freeland,  N.  G.;  Sarah  Cloud,  V. 
G.;  William  F.  Wilkinson,  Sec,  and  Elizabeth  Ogden,  Treas. 

(  luirles  Waiie  Post  No.  7/,  G.  A.  R.  was  organized  in  the  year 
1 88 1,  with  a  membership  of  nineteen,  a  number  which  was  increased 
.  from  time  to  time,  until  forty-five  names  were  on  the  roU.  Owing 
to  various  causes  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  early  manifested  itself  in 
the  organization,  and  such  was  the  disaffection  that  a  number  of 
memb>.^rs  withdrew  from  the  Post  ahoL^ether.  These  w'ere  followed 
from  time  tr)  time  by  others,  and  the  niemb<irship,  in  October,  1866, 
numbered  about  nineteen.  The  tirsl  commander  was  F.  D.  Hart, 
after  whom  were  elected  in  regular  succes-tion,  Abner  Waite,  Joseph 
Hoover  and  J.  B.  Hatch.  The  officers  at  this  time  are  H.  C.  Day, 
Commander;  George  Shackleford,  S.  V.  C;  Thomas  Powell, 
Offieer  of  the  Dav:  Josepli  Wikel,  Ollirer  of  the  Guard;  Augustus 
Ikow nmiller.  Clerk;  Samuel  Tracy  Adjutant  and  Abner  Waite, 
Chaplain. 

In  addition  to  the  organizations  mentioned,  there  is  in  the  vil- 
lage a  flourishing  society  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  established 
a  number  of  years  ago,  with  a  large  membership,  among  which  are 
a  number  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  township.  At  one  time  the 
societv  maintained  a  general  store,  whirh  lasted  several  years,  and 
in  addition  to  this  inveslment  a  beauiitul  hall  was  erected,  in  which 
the  meetings  are  still  held.  The  organization,  while  not  so  strong 
numerically  as  formerly,  has  still  an  active  and  wide  awake  mem-  ' 
bership,  and  from  present  indications,  promises  to  remain  a  fixture 
of  the  town  for  years  to  come. 

Churches. — The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Macy  was 
organized  a  number  of  years  prior  to  the  foundation  of  the  town, 
the  first  meeting  of  the  society  having  been  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Anderson  Wilkinson  as  early  as  the  year  1842* 
Soon  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  township  had  been  made, 
itinerants  of  the  Methodist  persuasion  began  to  visit  the  locality 
where  Macv  now  stands,  delivering  their  messages  of  peace  and 
good  will  to  audiences  consisting   of   a  few  scattered  settlers. 
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who.  not  infrequently,  were  brought  together  through  the  in- 
strumentality and  patient  searching  out  and  earnest  solicitation  of 
the  messengers  themselves.  One  of  these  early  circuit  riders 
was  Reverend  Ansel  Beach,  to  whom '  the  credit  is  due  of  sow- 
ing the  first  seed  which,  under  his  careful  culture,  germinated 
andjn  due  time  developed  into  what  is  now  the  Macy  church. 
After  holding  several  meetings  Mr.  Beach  determined  to  gather 
the  few  Methodist  families  into  a  class,  which  was  accordinglv 
accomplished.  Among  the  earliest  members  composing  said 
dass  were  George  WiOcmson,  Thomas  Clemens  and  wife,  D. 
Wilkinson  and  wife,  Elijah  Ogle  and  wife,  Stewart  Bailey  and 
wife,  Anderson  Wilkinson  and  wife,  Baldwin  Wilkinson  and 
wife,  James  Wilkinson  and  wife  and  Anna  Rains.  AFeetings 
were  held  at  private  residences  by  this  nucleus  of  a  church 
until  about  the  year  1844,  at  which  time  steps  were  taken  to 
provide  a  house  of  worship  more  in  keeping  with  the  growing 
congregation.  Accordingly  a  lot  at  the  cross  roads  where  Macy 
now  stands  was  donated  by  George  Wilkinson,  and  in  due  time 
a  comfortable  log  structure   20x24   ^^''•-^  erected.     It  was 

used  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  church  and  school  house  for 
several  years,  but  was  finally  abandoned  as  a  meeting  place  on 
account  of  an  addition  to  the  building,  which  interfered  with  the 
arrangement  of  the  audience  room.  After  this  the  meetings 
were  held  at  the  residences  of  the  several  members,  and  in 
i860  the  village  school  house,  erected  that  vear.  was  opened 
for  public  worship.  The  growth  of  the  village  brought  addi- 
tional members  into  the  society,  and  in  the  course  of  time  the 
school  house  became  insufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  greatly 
increased  memberdiip.  Consequendy  measures  were  inaugurated 
to  supply  that  want  bv  the  construction  of  a  new  house  in 
which  to  worshiji.  Lot  No.  60,  in  Wilkinson  and  Powell's 
addition,  was  procured,  and  the  erection  of  the  present  hand- 
some frame  edifice  occupy itig  that  site  was  completed  and 
formally  dedicated  in  the  year  187 1.  The  buildiug  is  33x45 
feet  in  size,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  400,  and  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,400. 

Commencing  in  an  earl\-  da\',  the  following  are  amoiiLT  t)\e 
ministers  who  have  sustained  the  relation  of  pastor  at  this  point, 
viz:  Daniel  F.  Strite,  H.  J.  Lacy,  L.  Roberts,  Nelson  Green, 
Allen  Skillman,  Paul  Jones,  William  Vigus,  Jacob  Coldazer, 
George  Gill,  Arthur  Badlev,  J.  C.  Metsker.  Sanmel  Woolpert.  J. 
C.  White,  Robert  Calvert,'?.  Garland,  Mr.  Stephens,  N.  Shackle- 
ford,  Adam  Curry.  R.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Bell,  Peter  S.  Cook,  J.  Lee, 
J.  K.  Waltz,  Mr.  Girard,  A.  J.  Leweilen,  A.  J.  Cary  and  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  J.  P.  Belt.  The  church  has  been  a  potent  factor  for 
good  in  the  communis,  and  has  htea  maintained  with  a  constandy 
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increasing  membership.  The  church  officers  at  this  time  are  Isaac 
MulHcan  and  M.  Freeland,  class  leaders,  and  S.  S.  Tracy,  steward. 
The  Sunday  school  is  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition,  and 
has  an  average  attendance  of  about  seventy-five.  A.  L.  Norris  is 
the  efficient  superintendent. 

Christian  Church  of  Macy. — About  the  year  1S68,  Elder 
Aaron  Walker,  of  Kokomo,  Indiana,  one  of  the  ablest  ministers 
of  the  Disciples'  Church  in  the  State,  was  invited  by  some  of 
the  friends  accepting  his  form  of  belief  to  visit  Macy  with  the 
object  of  nunisterin^  to  their  spiritual  wants;  and  if  practicable 
organize  the  scattering  members  into  a  church.  Pursuant  to 
that  invitation  he  came  here,  and  after  laboring  successfully  for 
some  months  succeeded  in  organizing  a  society  of  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirtx':  a  number  of  whom  had  previously  belonged  to  a 
church  in  Fulton  County.  Elder  Walker  continued  to  visit  the 
village  at  intervab  preaching  acceptably  to  large  audiences 
including  the  congregation  over  which  he  exercised  a  watcful 
but  kindly  care.  Under  his  ministrations  the  society  increased 
in  numbers  and  a  good  influence  was  spread  abroad,  services 
being  held  regularly,  notwithstanding  a  stated  house  of  worship 
had  not  yet  been  prpvided.  To  supply  this  want  the  school 
house  was  used  for  meeting  purposes  until  1872,  at  which  time 
the  congregation  set  about  devising  means  for  the  erection  of  a 
proper  place  of  worship.  The  movement  was  heartily  received 
bv  the  co-operation  of  all  members  of  the  congregation  and  the 
year  1873  found  the  society  in  the  occupancy  of  a  neat  and 
commodious  brick  chapel  in  the  original  plat  of  the  village,  erec- 
ted and  furnished  at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  From  that  time  until  the 
present,  the  membership  has  constantly  increased,  numbering  at 
this  time  over  one  hundred  in  creditable  standing.  The  min- 
strations  of  Elder  Walker  extended  over  a  period  of  about  thir- 
teen years  and  were  the  means  of  keeping  alive  and  active,  the 
working  elements  of  the  congregation.  Subsequently,  Elder  John 
Rohrer  accepted  the  pastorate,  and  after  laboring  with  efficiency 
and  zeal  for  one  year,  was  succeeded  by  Elder  L.  II.  Jameson 
who  preached  in  an  able  and  satisfactory  manner  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  His  labors  were  crowned  with  eminent  success 
and  the  evidence  of  his  devotion  to  the  cause  he  represented 
will  long  remain  to  remind  his  people  of  the  master  spirit  who 
ministered  to  them  so  lovingly  in  the  past.  The  next  minister 
was  Elder  Luke  Warren  after  whom  came  Elder  Huff,  W.  T. 
McGowan  and  I.  N.  Grisso,  all  of  whom  earned  the  reputation  of 
earnest  and  able  defenders  of  Apostolic  Christianity.  Since  the 
expiration  of  Elder  Grisso  s  term  of  service,  the  Church  has  been 
without  a  regular  pastor; the  services  at  this  time  being  con- 
ducted by  leading  lay  members  of  the  congregation,  thus  pre- 
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venting  a  subsidence  of  interest  in  the  observance  of  Christian 

duties.  At  present  the  society  is  in  every  way  in  a  healthful 
condition,  indicating  unmistakably  that  tlie  members  are  fully 
alive  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  they 
have  already  accomplished  so  much  good.  The  present  officers 
are  T.  G.  Horton,  John  Abbott  and  P.  M.  Carvey,  Elders;  James 
Hurst,  I.  B.  Hurst  and  John  Champ,  Deacons;  P.  M.  Carvey, 
'Addison  Horton  and  John  Champ,  Trustees.  The  Sunday  School, 
under  the  efficient  superintendency  of  L.  J.  Hurst  is  doing  a 
good  work  in  the  community.  The  school  numbers  about  , 
seventy,  including  teachers  and  pupils. 

Macy  Cornet  Band  was  organized  in  the  year  1881  with 
about  ten  or  twelve  members*  Sbice  then  many  changes  have 
been  made  and  at  the  present  time  the  band  is  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing efficient  corps  of  musicians:  Vcster  Carvey,  E  flat  Cornet; 
SchuN  Icr  Arnold,  Solo  H  flat;  Henry  Norris,  Solo-Alto;  William 
Day,  First  Alto;  L.J.  Hurst,  Second  Alto;  C.  H.  Norris,  Baritone; 
Thomas  Savage,  First  B  flat;  L.  J.  Savage,  Second  Tenor;  Charles 
Palmer,  B  flat  Bass;  John  Carvey,  Tuba.  R.  M.  Belt,  snare  drum. 
William  Wilkinson,  bass  drum.  The  band  is  a  credit  to  the  town 
and  one  of  which  her  citizens  may  feel  proud. 

Present  Popttlation  and  Business.  As  a  mercantile  and  ship- 
ping point  the  town  of  Macy  is  second  to  no  other  place  of  like  sixe 
and  population  in  Indiana.  Its  growth,  during  the  first  five  years  of 
its  history,  was  more  rapid  than  at  any  time  since,  and  during  that 
period  the  amoimt  of  grain  and  stock  sliipped  was  greater  than  that 
billed  from  anv  other  stations  of  its  size  between  Peru  and  Michigan 
City.  Its  reputation  as  a  grain  markt-t  is  still  kept  up,  its  remote 
location  from  larger  towns  making  it  the  chief  shipping  place  for  a 
large  area  of  country  in  the  Counties  of  Miami  and  Fulton.  The 
'population  at  this  time  is  about  600  and  the  business  is  represented  by' 
the  following  rcL^ister :  Carl  &  Hakios,  general  merchandise;  Clend- 
ing  &  Waite,  dealers  in  general  merchandise;  Cloud  &  Son.  general 
stock:  O.  Case,  dealer  in  hardware;  John  Cloud,  restaurant;}.  B. 
Hatch  and  J.  C.  Fenimore,  hotels;  Miss  C.  Cotiian,  miUiner;  Mrs. 
Caroline  Carl,  milliner;  Mrs.  Henry  Ooud,  milliner;  Henry  C.  Ew- 
ing  and  James  Sheets,  butchers;  W.  R.  Marshall  and  Henry  PuK  er, 
blacksmiths  and  wai^nm makers;  D.  K.  Ogden,  shoe-maker;  J.  W. 
Hunst,  grain  and  stock  buver;  John  Champ,  manufacturer  of  drain 
tile:  M.  Lew.  Enyart.  attorney-at-law;  Ogden  &  Abbott,  barbers  and 
jewelers;  L.J.  Ilur.si,  railroad  agent. 

Birmingham — ^The  village  of  Birmingham  situated  on  the  I. 
P.  &  C.  Railroad,  in  section  29  and  30,  township  29,  north;  range 
4,  east,  was  laid  out  No\  ember,  1868,  by  Solomon  Jones  and  Isaac 
Caulk.  The  original  plat  embraces  quite  an  extensive  area  and 
consists  of  122  lots,  traversed  by  the  following  streets:  Main, 
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Third,  Fourth,  Sixth  and  Seventh,  running  east  and  west;  and 
Prairie,  Jones  and  Spring  str«jets,  north  and  south.  The  town  was 
platted  solely  for  speciuative  purposes,  but  the  growth  tailed  to 
come  up  to  the  expectations  of  tiie  proprietors,  the  unfavorable 
location  proving  the  chief  detriment  to  its  success.  It  has  never 
been  a  place  of  extensive  business,  but  has  always  enjoyed  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  current  trade.  The  population  does  not  proba- 
bly exceed  one  hundred,  but  the  place  is  supplied  with  all  the  neces- 
sary auxilliaries  of  the  kind  and  quality  of  trade  demanded  by  the 
people  in  the  country  immediatelv  surrounding.  A  large  steam 
saw  mill  was  the  first  industry  of  the  villat^e,  and  for  several  years 
after  its  erection  an  immense  amount  of  lumber  was  manufactured 
and  shipped  on  the  1.  P.  &  C.  Railroad.  At  this  time  a  saw  mill, 
blacksmith  shop,  and  one  small  general  store,  constitute  the  sum 
total  of  the  business  interests  of  the  place. 

1Vagvfier%  a  small  railroad  station  in  section  i,  near  the  Fulton 
County  Une,  is  a  local  trading  point  of  some  importance.  It  has  a 
steam  saw  mill  and  one  general  store  which  does  a  fairly  prosper- 
ous business. 

B100RAPHICAI<  SKETCHES. 

ALBERT  M.  ARNOLD,  Principal  of  the  Macy  Schools, 
is  a  native  of  Hiitler  Township,  this  County,  and  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1856.  He  was  the  second  son  born  to  William  M.  and 
Mary  B.  ^iMowbray)  Arnold,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  former 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  County  about  and  the  latter 
located  in  Peru  in  1837.  When  Albert  was  seven  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Fulton  County,  where  he  worked  u)">on  his 
father's  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  \  ea!  «^  of  age.  The  father  died 
in  Fulton  County  in  1871,  after  which  our  subject,  in  companv 
with  his  mother  and  other  members  of  the  family,  returned  to 
Butler  Township.  Here  Albert  worked  upon  a  form  in  summer, 
and  attended  the  public  schools  at  Santa  Fe  until  the  fall  of  1877. 
At  tliat  time  he  took  up  the  avocation  of  a  teacher.  In  this 
capacity  he  has  been  actively  en<^af^ed  ever  since.  In  the  fall  of 
i88.^,  he  was  elected  to  the  Principalship  of  the  Schools  of  Macy, 
which  position  he  has  held  ever  since.  In  the  meantime  he  has 
improved  his  education  by  attending  the  Academy  at  Amboy  in 
this  County  three  terms,  and  the  Normal  School  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  one  term.  October  t,  1884.  he  was  married  to  Anna  C. 
Miller,  a  native  of  Hutler  Township,  born  April  17,  1865.  vShe 
was  the  daughter  of  Abram  and  Anna  (Erbaugh  )  Miller,  both 
natives  of  Rockingham  County,  Va.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  have 
bom  to  them  one  child — a  son,  bom  October  14,  1886.  They 
are  members  of  the  M.  £.  Church*  In  politics  Mr.  Arnold  is  a 
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Republican.  He  is  an  earnest,  faithful  worker  in  the  schoolroom, 
and  ranks  among  the  best  teachers  of  the  county. 

MRS.  SUSAN  BAKER,  of  AUen  Township,  was  born  in 
Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  9,  iSaa  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Eve  (Layman)  Messenger,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  Dutch  descent.  When  Susan  was  nine  vears  old 
her  parents  emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  she  grew 
up  to  womanhood,  and  where  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  1846, 
she  was  married  to  Timothy  Baker.  He  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  was  born  December  13,  1810.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  and  Charit}'  (Col*')  Baker,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  In 
185 1  Mrs.  Baker  and  her  husband  came  to  this  county  and  located 
upon  a  farm  in  Perry  Township.  There  her  husband  pursued  the 
vocation  of  a  farmer,  until  in  April,  1881,  at  which  time  they 
they  located  where  our  subject  now  resides  in  Allen  Township. 
There  the  death  of  her  husband  occurred  April  4,  18S4,  since 
which  time  Mrs.  Raker  has  been  a  W'idow.  She  is  tin-  mother  of 
seven  cliildren,  three  of  whom  are  Hving.  Their  names  are  Henry, 
Deborah,  Sarah  J.,  Maria,  John  and  two  daughters  who  died  in 
infancy  unnamed.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a  member  of  the  M.  £.  Church. 
She  has  a  comfortable  home  one-half  mile  east  of  Macy,  where 
she  resides  in  a  quiet,  pleasant  way. 

DR.  JOHN  BARNES,  of  Macy,  was  born  in  Harrison  Countv, 
Va.,  Autrust  29,  181 5.  He  was  the  third  son  born  to  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Huilj  Barnes,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey, 
respectively;  the  former  of  German  and  die  latter  of  English  de- 
scent. When  our  subject  was  eleven  years  old  his  parents  came 
to  Ohio  and  located  in  Richland  County,  where  his  youth  was 
spent  workinu^  upon  his  father's  farm.  At  the  age  of  Iwentv-two 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Howard,  of  Manslield, 
Ohio.  After  three  years  of  preparation  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  with  Dr.  John  Palmer,  of  Leesville,  Ohio.  In 
1845  he  came  to  this  State  and  located  near  Somerset,  Wabash 
County,  where  he  continued  to  practice  his  profession.  He  came 
to  this  coimt\-  atullocated  at  Santa  Fe  in  1847.  hi  the  spring  of 
1865  he  removed  to  Gilead,  this  countv,  and  in  November,  1879, 
he  located  at  Macy.  September  25,  1844,  he  was  married  to 
Nancy  Bebout,  a  native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1823.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Nancy 
(Kellv)  Bebout,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  f  :  iner  of 
rrench  and  the  latter  of  Irisli  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
are  the  parents  of  sewn  children.  Their  names  arr  Abram, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Nathaniel,  Martha  A.,  Mary  E.  and  Arthur  W. 
Of  these  Sarah,  Nathaniel  and  Mary  E.  are' deceased — the  first 
two  in  infancy  and  the  last  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnes  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  church.   In  politics, 
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Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Rt'publican.  He  is  now  comfortably  located  in 
Macy,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  spending  their  old  dciys  in  a 
pleasant,  happy  way.  He  has  been  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
over  forty  years,  and  as  such  he  has  been  very  successful.  His 
success  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  while  a  resident  of  Wabash 
County  he  was  in  active  practice  three  years  without  losing  a 
single  case.  He  has  now  resided  in  Miami  County  nearly  lOTty^ 
years,  and  is  one  of  its  most  highly  respected  citizens. 

JAMES  D.  BELT,  Teacher  in  the  Public  Schools  of  Macv, 
was  bom  in  Allen  Township,  this  county,  April  30,  i860.  He 
was  the  oldest  son  bom  to  William  and  Ellen  (Davis)  Belt,  natives 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  respectively,  the  former  of  English  and  the 
latter  of  Dutch  descent.  James  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
working  upf)n  a  farm.  During  this  time  he  attended  the  district 
school,  in  which  he  received  a  good,  common  education.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  took  up  the  avocation  of  a  teacher.  He  taught 
his  first  term  of  school  at  Macy  during  the  winter  of  i88a-i, 
and  has  since  taught  six  successive  winters.  In  the  fall  of  1884 
he  was  elected  to  teach  the  primary  department  of  the  Macy 
Schools,  which  position  he  has  held  ever  since.  As  such  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  in  a  mariner  that  reflects  very  creditably 
upon  himself.  December  23,  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elmira  Kamp,  who  died  February  22,  1884.  He  was  again 
married  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1886,  to  Mrs.  Amanda  Seidner, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Fishley.  Mr.  Belt  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church,  and  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics.  He 
is  an  exemplary  young  man  of  irreproachable  character,  and  as  a 
teacher,  he  is  an  earnest  and  successful  worker,  and  ranks  among 
the  best  instructors  in  the  county.  In  May,  1885,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  town  olf  ^facy,  and  is  the  present 
incumbent. 

MILTOX  M.  BOCKiS.  M.  I).,  of  Macy,  was  born  in  New 
Ciistle,  Henry  County,  this  State,  January  10,  1830.  He  was  the 
second  son  bom  to  James  and  Martha  H.  (Stinson^  i^uggs,  the 
former  a  native  of  Virginia,  of  Irish  descent,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  of  Scotch  descent.  While  our  subject  was  yet  a 
child,  his  parents  removed  to  LaPorte  County,  this  State, 
where  they  located  on  a  farm.  In  1839  they  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Kosciusko  County.  There  the  death  of  his  father  occurred  in 
1842,  after  which  Milton  returned  to  Laporte  County,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month  until  April  17,  1847,  at  which  tinae 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  St;iti  s  in  the  Mexican 
war.  from  which  he  was  honorabh'  discharged  in  August 
1848.  He  partici]tated  in  se\  eral  small  skirmishes,  but  no  import- 
ant engagements.  At  the  close  of  tlie  war  he  returned  to  Lees- 
bnrg,  Kosciusko  County,  where  he  began  the  study  of  medicine. 
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After  three  years  of  diligent  study,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
medidoe  at  Palestine,  that  county.  He  removed  to  Fulton,  Fulton 
County,  in  1854,  ^  '^59  located  upon  a  farm  which  he  had 
purchased  in  Cass  County,  in  the  vidnit}  of  which  he  continued  to 
practice  his  profession  until  in  August,  1S61.  At  that  time  he 
resp(^nfled  to  his  country's  call,  and  organized  Company  E,  Twentv- 
^ninUi  Indiana  Infantry.  He  served  with  this  company  in  the  capac- 
ity of  captain  until  in  March,  1862,  when,  owing  to  a  disaUUty 
received  while  in  active  service,  he  resigned  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Cass  County,  He  located  at  North  Manchester,  Wabash 
County,  in  1866,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  May  19,  1870, 
when  he  came  to  this  county  and  located  at  Macy.  He  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  in  that  place  in  1875,  since  which  his  attention 
has  been  directed  between  that  and  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  has  a  commodious  store  room,  well  stocked,  and  is  doing  a 
good  business.  In  October,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Emeline 
Miller,  who  died  in  February,  1856.  April  8.  TS57,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Penrose,  who  died  in  January ,  1867.  He  was 
married  again  to  Mrs.  Mary  Hanna  on  the  26th  of  May,  1870. 
In  all,  Mr.  Boggs  is  the  father  of  six  children — ^Emma  A,, 
Joseph  E.,  Alice  V.,  Minnie  W.,  Miltie  and  Myrtie  M.  The 
first  four  were  bom  to  his  second  wife  and  the  last  two  to  his 
third  wife.  Of  these  Joseph  E.,  Miltie  and  Mrvtie  M.  are 
deceased.  Mr.  Boggs  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
of  tlie  F.  and  A.  M.  and  G.  A.  R.  Lodges.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Macy 
in  October,  1885,  which  office  he  continues  to  hold.  Dr.  Boggs 
is  a  pleasant,  intelligent  gentleman,  a  successful  practitioner  and 
business  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

ROBERT  P.  BRIGGS,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Allen  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  w;is  bom  May  25, 
1835.  He  was  the  second  son  bom  to  Robert  Briggs,  a  native  of 
England,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1833  and  located  in  Rich- 
land Counl\-,  Ohio.  When  our  suliject  was  two  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Hardin  County,  Ohio,  where  his  early  life  was 
spent  upon  a  farm.  I A  the  spring  of  1857  he  went  to  Missouri, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  fall  of  1861, 
at  which  time  he  returned  eastward  to  this  county  and  located  in 
Butler  Township:  He  removed  to  Allen  town^p  and  settled 
where  he  now  resides  in  the  fall  of  1865.  He  entered  Company 
D,  99th  Ind.  Vols.,  in  August,  1862.  with  which  he  served  in  a 
manner  becoming  a  loyal  soldier  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Mission  Ridge,  Resaca,  Ken- 
nesaw,  the  siege  of  Atlanta  and  the  battle  of  Fort  McAllister,  Ga. 
At  the  siege  of  Atlanta  he  was-  struck  by  a  spent  ball  just  over  the 
heart.   Oct  3i,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Mary  J.  Eider,  a  native 
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of  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  born  June  14,  1837.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Adelia  (Miller)  Elder,  both  natives  of 
Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  have  had  nine  children:  Adelia  C, 
R^th  A.,  Uala  M.,  James  M.,  Susan  A;,  Albert  M.,  Avice  1.,  Jennie 
L.  and  Elizabetfi  L.,  all  of  whom  are  Hving  except  Susan  A.,  who 
died  in  the  ninth  year  of  her  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Chui  ch.  In  politics,  the  former  is  a  Republi- 
can. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  owners  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  is  in  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer  and  a  worthy  and 
honored  citizen. 

.  LOUDEN  CARL»  merchant  at  Macy,  and  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 25,  1828.  He  was  the  oldest  son  born  to  Matthew  and 
Anna  ( Suffield)  Carl,  natives  of  New  York  and  Kentucky,  res- 
pecdvely.  When  our  subject  was  about  twelve  years  old  his 
parents  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Jefferson  Township, 
where  he  spent  his  youth  working  upon  his  father's  farm.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade. 
This  received  his  attention,  more  or  less,  for  ten  vears.  In  1855 
he  went  to  Iowa,  but  in  1862  he  returned  to  this  State  and  lo- 
cated Upon  a  form  in  Cass  County.  In  1867  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  located  at  Five  Comers,  in  Allen  Township.  Tlu  l  e 
he  was  engaged  in  the  mi^rcantile  business  until  1869.  In  that 
year  he  located  at  Macy,  erected  the  first  business  house  in  the 
town,  and  continued  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  entered  into 
a  partnership  with  Albert  Hawkins  in  February,  1884.  They 
now  have  a  commodious  store-room,  well  stocked  with  dry  goods, 
groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  and  are  doing  a  good  business.  April 
20,  185 1,  he  was  married  to  Caroline  Enyart,  by  whom  he  has 
had  three  children.  Their  names  are  Minerva  P.,  Marion  B., 
and  Ida  E.,  the  last  of  whom  died  at  five  years  of  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  are  members  of  the  M.  £.  church.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Carl  is  a  Republican.  While  a  resident  of  Iowa  he  held 
the  office  of  Township  Trustee  one  term.  He  has  also  been 
honored  with  the  Town  Treasurer's  office  in  Macy  ever  since 
the  town  was  incorporated.  He  is  a  pleasant,  intelligent  gentle- 
man, an  enterprising  and  successful  business  man  and  a  No.  i 
citizen. 

ONIS  CASE,  of  Macy,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
April  25,  1845,  He  was  the  youngest  son  born  to  Onis  and  Sarah 
(Williams)  Case,  natives  of  Wayne  and  Seneca  Counties,  Ohio, 
respectively.  Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  oonnty  working  upon  his  father's  farm.  In  Mardh,  1864,  he 
came  to  this  coimty  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  Peny  Township. 
He  enlisted  in  Company  A.,  x55tfa  lindiana  Regiment,  m  February, 
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with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  (It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  our  subject  and  his  four  elder  brothers  all  served  in  the 
Union  Army  and  that  all  are  still  living).  He  resided  in  Perry 
Township  until  1876.  At  that  time  he  located  in  Macy  and  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business.  This  has  received  his  attention  ever 
since.  He  now  has  a  commodious  little  store  room,  wdU  stocked, 
and  is  doing  a  good  business.  January  i,  1868,  lie  was  married  to 
Rhoda  A.  Dukes,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  children,  Rollie  and 
Ethel,  both  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Case  is  a  member  of  the  M. 
£.  Church  and  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican.  In  1882  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1886.  He  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  business 
man  and  a  good  citizen. 

ISAAC  CAULK,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Allen  Township, 
was  born  in  the  city  oi  Philadelphia,  March  27,  1831.  He  was 
the  only  son  bom  to  Oliver  and  Rachel  6.  (Cox^  Caulk,  both 
natives  of  Maryland,  but  of  English  descent  Wnen  Isaac  was 
a  youth  of  thirteen  years,  his  parents  came  to  this  county  and 
located  up  in  a  farm  in  Allen  Township.  There  the*  father  and 
mother  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  their  respective  deaths  occur-  . 
ing  in  October,  1869,  and  December,  1885.  At  the  time  of  tlieir 
deaths  the  father  was  seventy-eight  and  the  mother  had  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four.  Our  subject  remained  upon 
the  farm,  engaged  in  agricultui  al  pursuits,  until  the  fall  of  1873, 
at  which  time  he  located  in  the  town  of  Birmingham.  Since 
then  his  attention  has  been  given  to  the  grain  business,  and  to 
mercantile  pursuits.  October  15,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Lunetta 
A.  Fobes,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children,  Oliver  M.,  Nellie 
A.,  Harry  P.,  Lunetta  Grace,  and  Fred  G.  The  second,  Nellie 
A.,  died  in  the  fifth  vear  of  her  age.  By  virtue  of  his  birth, 
Mr.  Caulk  is  a  member  of  the  Friends'  Church.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Republican.  He  has  held  the  position  of  postmaster  at  Birm- 
ingham since  July  28,  1869.  He  has  also  held  the  Raih-oad 
Agency  for  the  same  lengm  of  time.  He  is  an  enterprising  and 
intelligent  man,  and  a  worthy  and  honored  citizen. 

JOHN  CHAMP — Farmer  and  tile  manufacturer,  at  Macy, 
was  horn  in  Piqua  County,  Ohio,  April  8,  1830.  He  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  Ann  (Baggs)  Champ,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia  respectively,  the  former  of  Scotch-Irish  and 
the  utter  of  German  (descent.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
when  the  latter  was  but  seven  years  old.  When  he  was  ten 
years  old  his  widowed  mother  and  five  children  came  to  this 
county  and  first  located  at  Peru.  That  was  in  1840.  Five 
years  later  they  located  upon  the  present  site  of  Somerset, 
Wabash  County  and  erected  the  first  house  in  that  place.  In 
about  1848  they  returned  to  Peru.   They  removed  to  a  ^m  in 
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Kosciusko  County  in  1850.  About  two  years  later  they  removed 
to  Cass  County  and  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Huldah  Iron 
Works,  four  miles  east  of  Logansport.  John  took  a  position  in 
that  establishment,  which  he  continued  to  hold  four  years.  In 
1856  he  and  his  mother  located  upon  a  farm  in  Adams  Town- 
ship, Cass  County.  In  1864  he  removed  to  a  farm  which  he 
had  purchased  in  Fulton  County.  In  February  1865,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F.,  151st  Indiana  V'olunteers,  from  whicli  he  recci\  ed 
an  lionorable  discharge  in  the  following  November.  In  the  spring 
of  1876  he  again  came  to  this  county  and  this  time  located  at 
Macy.  He  owns  a  farm  adjoining  that  place  which  he  superin- 
tends, and  in  connection  with  this  he  is  engaged  quite  extensively 
in  the  manufacture  of  tile,  having  entered  into  a  partnership  in 
that  business  in  1S78,  with  Peter  Carve}'.  June  23,  1859, 
married  to  Sarah  M.  Scott,  a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  born 
March  18,  1S39.  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  £llen  M. 

(DiDiorn)  Scott,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  the  for- 
mer of  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  English  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Champ  have  never  had  any  children  of  their  own,  but  are  the  foster 
parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Out  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Christian  Church  over  thirty 
years.  The  former  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  aiid  G.  A.  £L. 
Lodges  and  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  was 
elected  to  the  otlice  of  Justice  of  thc^  Peace  and  served  one  term. 
He  is  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer  and  business  man  and  a 
worthy  and  honored  citizen. 

THOMAS  CLEMANS,  a  venerable  and  aged  citizen  of 
Allen  Township  and  pioneer  of  the  county,  was  bom  in 
Champaign  County,  Ohio,  November  lO^  1811,  He  was  the  fifth 
in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Carpen- 
ter) Clemans,  who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  V'irginia, 
respectively.  He  chose  for  his  life  work  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
As  early  as  1835,  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in  the  woods  of 
Allen  Township,  wKere  the  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  Indians  were 
plenty.  He  immediately  set  about  dearing  a  farm,  and  to  do  this,  < 
naturally  devolved  upon  him  a  great  deal  of  hard  work.  His 
strong  constitution  and  iron  will,  however,  proved  equal  to  ihc  emer- 
gency, and  these  coupled  with  an  indefatigable  pluck  and  energy, 
enabled  him  to  convert  his  wildemess  home  into  lx»utiful  and  well- 
tilled  fields.  Unlike  most  of  the  early  setders  he  did  not  stop  at  one 
conquest  over  the  forest,  nor  two,  but  for  a  third  time  he  settled 
down  ttl  the  woods  and  experienced  the  hardships  of  the  sturdy 
pioneers.  Three  of  the  best  farms  in  Allen  Township  were  j^laced 
in  a  state  of  cultivation  through  labor  performed  by  his  own  hands. 
He  was  not  only  c<^urageou8  but  fearlesa  as  well.  Nothing  will 
serve  better  to  illustrate  his  bravery  than  the  following  incident, 
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which  occurred  one  day  while  he  was  riding  on  horseback,  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  habitation,  with  some  loose  horses  that  belonged  to  him 
in  his  advance.  His  attention  was  suddenly  attracted  by  the  veil  of 
an  Indian,  whereupon  he  faced  about  and  two  Indians,  armed  with 
guns  and  tomahawks  were  seen  approaching  him  some  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  distant  They  ordered  him  to  wait  which  he  did 
until  they  capae  up.  One  of  them  approached  a  loose  horse, 
adjusted  a  rope  around  its  neck  in  a  manner  indicating  that  he 
intended  to  take  possession.  An  exclamation  of  "Let  loose  that 
horse,"  from  Mr.  Clemans  failed  to  cause  the  Indian  to  desist,  where- 
upon the  former  bounded  to  the  ground,  gathered  a  well  seasoned 
dub  and,  drawing  it  over  the  Red-skin's  head,  repeated  the  com- 
mand. The  Indian,  not  yet  ready  for  a  journey  to  those  Happy 
Huntini^  Grounds,  immediately  obeyed  and,  joining  his  companion, 
walked  peaci  ablv  awav.  On  the  i8th  of  January,  1836,  .Mr.  Cle- 
mans was  united  in  marriage  to  Delilah  Wildman.  She  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  this  State,  June  24, 1820,  being  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Underwood)  Wildman,  who  were  respectively 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentuckv.  For  more  than  half  a  century 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clemans  have  stood  side  b\'  side,  administerin<j^  to  each 
other's  wants  and  sharing,  alike,  each  other's  sorrows  and  pleasures. 
They  are  the  parents  of  twelve  children — seven  sons  and  live 
daughters.  Their  names  are  James,  Mary,  Joseph,  David,  Samuel, 
John,  Elizabeth,  Eliza  J.,  Thomas  A.,  Catharine,  Silas  and  Maggie, 
of  whom  James,  Joseph,  Samuel  and  Eliza  J.  are  deceased.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  politics 
the  former  is  a  Republican.  They  have  a  comfortable  home  where 
they  are  spending  the  decline  of  life  in  a  quiet,  happy  way.  They 
are  among  the  worthy  and  honored  dtizois  of  the  township. 

EPHRAIM  B.  CLENDENNING,  a  native  of  this  county, 
and  at  present  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Macy,  was  bom 
in  Union  Township  Feb.  t6,  1841.  He  was  the  oldest  child  born 
to  Robert  and  Cynthia  (Clymer)  Clendenning,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ireland,  born  Oct.  15,  1810;  emigrated  to  Amerca  in  1835 
'this  country  about  1837;  the  latter  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  bom  Feb. 
22,  1817;  came  to  this  country  about  1837  and  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1839,  ^^'^^  married  to  Robert  Clendenning.  She  died 
in  this  county  March  14,  1863.  When  Ephraim  was  about  eight 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Richland  Township,  where  he 
grew  up  to  manhood  working  upon  his  father's  farm.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  July  20,  1863,  at  which  time  his  marriage 
occurred  with  Martha  E.  Bell.  She  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  April  22,  1838,  being  the  daughter  of  Eben  and  Elizabeth 
Bell,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  Jersey,  respecrively.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Clendenning  engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  That  was 
in  Richland  Township.    In  1866  he  returned  to  his  native  town- 
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ship,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1874,  when  he  located  at  Macy  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  This  has  received  his  attention  ever  sinci .  He 
is  now  the  senior  member  'of  the  firm  of  Clendenning  &  Waite. 
They  have  a  good  store  room  well-stocked  with  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, boots,  shoes  and  general  merchandise,  and  are  doing  a  protit- 
able  business.  During  his  early  life  Mr.  Clendenning  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  a  school  teacher  for  eight  years.  He  is  the  fether  of 
six  children :  Mary  A.,  Amanda  E.,  Alabama  E.,  Lydia  A.,  Viola 
B.  and  Laura  M.  Of  these  Amanda  E.  and  Viola  B.  are  deceased. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  an  ardint  Republican.  In  September^ 
1874,  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Macy,  in  which 
capacity  he  acted  until  September,  1885.  As  such  he  discharged 
his  duties  with  credit  to  himself 'and  satisfaction  to  the  public.  He 
is  an  industrious  and  successful  business  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

THOMAS  D.  COFFING,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Allen  Township,  was  born  in  Fayette  Count\-,  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  26,  1828.  He  was  the  youngest  son  born  to  Joshua 
P.  and  Mary  (Davis)  Coffing,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  of  Dutch  and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent  When  Thomas 
was  eight  years  old  his  parents  came  westward  to  Ohio  and  lo- 
cated in  Knox  C(junly,  where  his  youth  was  spent,  working  upon 
his  father's  farm.  There,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1848,  he 
was  married  to  Sophia  McDaniel.  She  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  13,  1826,  being  the  daughter  of 
Joel  and  Catharine  (Smith)  McDaniel  who,  also,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  Irish  and  tlie  latter  of  Dutch  descent. 
Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Coding  and  wife  remoyed  to 
Delaware  County,  Ohio.  There  the\  resided  on  a  farm  about 
eighteen  months.  They  then  returned  to  Kno.x  ^  County,  but  a 
year  and  a  half  later  they  located  upon  a  ^rm  in  Defiance 
County,  Ohio.  They  came  to  this  State  and  located  where  they 
now  reside  in  the  fall  of  1866.  The  chief  occupation  of  Mr. 
Colling  has  been  that  of  a  farmer  and  breeder  of  fine  stock.  He 
owns  a  handsome  farm  of  160  acres  of  land,  fitted  up  with  good 
fences  and  buildings,  and  altogether  a  very  desirable  location.  He 
has  always  taken  especial  pains  to  secure  the  best  grades  o£ 
stock  possible.  He  now  has  some  excellent  specimens  of  Cotswold 
sheep,  Berkshire  hogs,  Clydesdale  and  Norman  horses,  and  his  large 
herd  of  Devonshire  cattle  is  the  finest  of  the  kind  in  Northern 
Indiana,    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cofhng  are  the  parents  of  seyen  children, 

ioshua  P.,  Mary  E.,  Joel,  Susan  C,  Isabel  A.,  Lucy  A.,  and 
ackson.  Of  these  Mary  Joel,  Isabel  A.  and  Jackson  are  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Coffing  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
and  independent  in  politics.   He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
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ican  Devon  Catde  Qub.   He  b  an  industrious,  pushing  and  en- 

terprisini;  farmer,  and  a  worthy  and  honored  citizen. 

JOSHUA  COFFING,  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farmers 
of  Allen  Township,  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 9,  1849.  oldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children 
bom  to  Thomas  D.  and  Sophia  (McDaniel)  Cofiing,  who  are  now 
prominent  citizens  of  Allen  Township.  When  he  was  five  years 
old  his  parents  located  in  Defiance  County,  Ohio,  where  his  boy- 
hood and  early  youth  were  spent  working  upon  his  father's  farm. 
At  the  a^e  of  seventeen  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  count\' 
and  located  with  them  where  the  latter  now  reside  in  Allen 
Township.  There  he  continued  to  work  on  the  form  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when,  on  the  22nd  day  of 
December,  1872,  his  marriage  with  Cynthia  Ann  Burket  occurred. 
She  was  born  in  Tipton  County,  Indiana,  January  29,  1855,  being 
the  dauglUer  of  Asa  and  Lucinda  (Fouts)  Burket,  now  of  Allen 
Township.  That  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children. 
The  first  was  a  daughter  that  died  in  infancy,  unnamed.  The  others 
were  Effie  E.,  Edger  E.,  Arthur  E.  and  Emma  J.  On  the  17th  of 
August,  188 1,  Mr.  Coffing  suffered  the  bereavement  of  losing  his 
first  wife,  and  the  4th  of  April,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Jane 
Licht}',  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Barbara  Ann  (Study)  Rigel, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  in  Defiance  County,  Ohio, 
September  28,  1853.  This  latter  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children:  Mary  E,,  Joshua  D.,  and  a  daughter  that  died  in 
infancy.  Joshua  D.  also  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  CofMtij^^  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge,  and  inde- 
pendent in  politics.  At  the  time  of  its  organization  he  was  chosen 
secretary  of  the  Macy  District  Fair  Society,  which  position  he  has 
filled  in  a  creditable  manner  ever  since.  He  is  an  industrious  farmer 
and  a  good  c  itize  n. 

M.  LEW.  EN V ART,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Afarv 
jlloiiifor,  is  a  natiNe  of  Cass  County,  this  State,  and  was  boni 
June  22,  1840.  He  was  the  youngest  son  in  a  family  of  si.x 
children  bom  to  Benjamin  and  Maiy  (^McColla)  Enyart,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  of  French  descent,  and 
the  latter  a  native  of  Clark  County,  West  Virginia.  At  the 
tender  age  of  three  years  our  subject  was  left  without  a  mother. 
Owing  to  a  physical  disability''  he  was  unable  to  help  his  father 
upon  the  farm  and  was  in  consequence  kept  in  school.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to  Thomas  Bringhurst,  of 
Ix>gansport,  with  the  view  of  learning  the  printer^s  trade.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  '56-7  he  taught  school  in  Fulton  Count}'.  In 
the  sprin<:r  of  1857  he  went  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  where  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  Cedar  Valley  Register.  Here  he 
remained  about  six  months.    In  the  following  fall  he  returned  to 
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Fulton  County  and  taught  another  term  of  schooL    In  the  spring 

of  1858  he  again  returned  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  befjan  the 
study  of  law  under  Judge  L.  D.  Rannalls.    In  the  spring  of 
1 86 1  he  again  returned  to  the  home  of  his  father  in  Fulion 
County,  anot  feeling  a  deaire  to  enter  the  army,  he  made  three 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  join  the  Union  army  but  was  refused 
admission  on  account  of  the  deficiency  in  his  leg.    He  tl^  went 
to  Logansport  and  read  law  under  Jud^^^e  Chamberlain  one  year. 
August  2,  1862,  he  again  made  an  attempt  to  enter  the  military 
service,  and  this  time  was  successful.    He  entered  Company  K., 
5th  Cavalry,  90th  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  from  which, 
owing  to  his  physical  weakness,  he  received  an  honorable  dis^ 
charge  in  December  following.    On  leaving  the  army  he  returned 
home  and  again  took  up  teaching.    In  1865  he  again  began  the 
study  of  law,  was  admitted  to   the   Rochester  bar  in  1867.  At 
that  place  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Col.  K.  G.  Shryock, 
with  whom  he  practiced  law  two  years.   In  1869  our  subject 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  at  North  Manchester,  Wabash 
County.    A  year  later  he  came  to  this  county  and  located  at 
Lincoln  (now  Macy  ).    In  1875  he  located  at  Twelve  Mile,  Cass 
Countv.     lie  went  to  Wolcott,   While  County,  in  the  sprini;  of 
1876,  and  in  the  following  fall  he  returned  to  Logansport  and 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.   In  1879  he  engaged  in  the 
same  business  in  Peru.    To  promote  his  interests  in  this  he 
puUished  for  a  time  The  Real  Estate  Review^  and  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  Mr.   Enyart  became  the  most  successful  agent  of 
that  kind  that  has  ever  done  business  in  the  county.     In  March, 
1885,  lie  returned  to  Macv ,  and  on  the  i6lh  day  of  May,  following, 
the  first  issue  of  the  Maty  Monitor  went  forth  with  the  name  of  M. 
Lew  Enyart  as  editor  and  proprietor.    He  took  into  his  employ 
Mr.  David  O.  Huffman,  who  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  publisher 
ever  since.    June  14,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Sophia  M.  Knight,  a 
native  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  born  Aug.  6,  1840.    She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Knight,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  Yonc  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Piqua  County, 
Ohio.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bnjrart  have  had  four  children.    The  first 
was  an  infant  son  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed.     The  others  are 
Ora  M.,  Orpha   E.  and  Edwin  K.,  all  living.    Mr.  Enyart  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge,  and  an  ardent  Republican  in 
politics.    He  was  honored  with  the  oliice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Allen  Township  one  term,  at  the  dose  of  which  he  declined  the 
nomination  of  both  political  parties.   Mr.  Enyart  is  a  pleasant,  intel- 
ligent gentleman  and  a  good  citizen. 

THOM  AS  G.  EWER,  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farmers 
of  Allen  I'ownship,  is  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  this  State,  and 
was  born  March  17,  1843.    He  was  the  second  son  bom  to  James 
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and  Hannah  (Hokome)  Ewer,  natives  of  New  York  and  Virginia 
respectivdy.  Thomas  grew  up  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
working  upon  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  began  farm- 
ing for  himself  upon  the  home  place.  In  March,  1869,  he  located 
where  he  now  resides,  in  Allen  township,  but  in  the  following 
November  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  house  by  fire.  He 
then  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Fulton  Count}-.  In  April, 
187 1,  he  located  upon  a  farm  in  that  county,  owned  by  Wil- 
liam Hatch,  but  in  the  following  fall  he  returned  again  to  his 
farm  in  Allen  Township,  having  in  the  meantime  erected  another 
house.  March  6,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Burket,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  this  State,  born  December  25,  1851. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Lucinda  (Fonts)  Burket,  the 
former  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  this  State,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewer  have  had  eight  children. 
Their  names  are  Nancy  J.,  Hannah  M..  S;i[ah  L.,  James  W.  A., 
Hiram  M.,  Thomas  J.,  lona  P.  and  Benjamin  F.,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewer  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  In  politics  the  former  is  a  Republican.  He  owns  180 
acres  of  land,  eigh^  of  which  lie  in  Fulton  County.  He  is  an 
industrious  farmer  and  a  good  citizen. 

MRS.  ANN  W.  FOSTER,  of  Macy,  was  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Betsy  (Hurst)  Hays  and  was  born  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  June  27, 1821.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Maiyland  and 
Delaware,  respectively.  '  She  grew  to  womanhood  in  her  native 
Count}'  where,  on  the  29th  day  of  October,  1846,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  John  W.  Hurst,  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1818.  He  was  the  son  ot  William  and  Sarah  ( Alkire) 
Hurst.  In  1846  she  came  with  her  husband  to  this  Conniv  and 
located  upon  a  farm  near  Chili,  in  Ricfakmd  Township.  A  few 
months  later  they  removed  to  a  farm  in  Allen  Township,  where  her 
husband  died,  January  26,  1854,  leaving  to  her  care  four  children:  * 
Jesse  H.,  Joseph  W.,  Ira  B.,  and  Levi  J.,  the  first  two  of  whom  are 
drccasfd.     hi  March,  1854,  companv   with  her  children, 

returned  to  the  home  of  her  father  in  Ohio.  While  there  she  was 
married  on  the  nth  day  of  December,  1856,  to  Abraham  F.  Gep- 
hart,  who  died  July  26, 1857.  That  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  one  child,*Abraham  F.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  In  the  spring  of  1864,  our  subject  again  came  to  this 
county  and  located  upon  the  farm  she  had  fornu'riv  occujiied  in 
Allen  Township.  L  n  tlie  30th  day  of  January,  1872  her  marriage 
with  William  Tanquary  occurred.  With  him  she  located  upon  a 
farm  near  Xenia,  this  county.  There  Mr.  Tanquarry*s  death  oc- 
curred on  the  27th  of  May  following  their  marriage.  Our  subject 
continued  to  reside  near  Xenia  until  August  5,  1873  at  which  time 
she  was  married  to  James  Foster.    She  accompanied  him  to  Moul- 
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trie  County,  Illinois,  where  the  hand  of  death  again  made  her  a 
widow,  December  23,  1877.  In  February  1886, she  once  more  re- 
turned to  this  county  and  this  time  located  at  Macy  where  she  now 
resides  in  a  quiet  happy  way.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  M.  £. 
Church  since  August  1838. 

A.  F.  GEPRART,  a  promising  young  man  of  Macy,  was 
born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  5,  1857.  He  was  the  only 
child  born  to  Abraliam  F.  and  Ann  W.  (Havs)  Gepharl,  tlie 
former  a  native  of  V  irginia,  of  German  descent,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  When  our  subject  was  six  years  old 
his  mother  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Allen  Township,  and 
in  1873  he  accompanied  her  and  his  step-father  to  Moultrie  County, 
111.  There  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk  and  was  otherwise 
variously  employed  until  the  spring  of  1886,  at  which  time  he  and 
his  widowed  mother  returned  to  this  county  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence at  Macy.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  1886,  he  became  the 
partner  of  his  half-brother,  L.  J.  Hurst,  in  the  lumber  business  at 
Macy.  He  is,  also,  an  equal  partner  of  the  latter  in  the  agencies  of 
the  railrdad  and  express  companies  at  that  place.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  voung  man  of  good  habits  and  irreproach- 
able character,  and  is  well  wortW  the  confidence  of  the  public. 

ALEXANDER  N.  HOOVER,  one  of  the  enterprising 
farmers  of  Allen  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which 
he  resides,  and  was  born  December  4,  1846.  He  was  the  fifth 
son  born  to  Daniel  C.  and  Frances  (  Shrofe  )  Hoover,  both  nati\'es 
of  Ohio,  who  settled  in  this  county  about  1832.  Our  subject 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  workmir  upon  his  father's  farm  in 
his  native  county.  He  attended  the  district  school,  in  which  he 
received  a  good  common  school  education.  In  February,  1865, 
he  made  a  third  effort  to  enter  the  Union  army,  having  been 
•  refused  twice  already  on  account  of  his  youthfulness.  This  time 
he  succeeded,  and  the  name  of  Alexander  N.  Hoover  appeared 
upon  the  roll  of  Company  C,  151st  Indiana  Regiment.  With 
this  he  served  until  the  dose  of  tiie  war,  receiving  his  discharge 
in  September,  1865.  An  attack  of  a  chronic  disease,  occa- 
sioned by  exposure  and  the  habitual  use  of  unwholesome  food 
and  water,  had  impaired  his  health  somewhat,  in  consequence  of 
which  two  years  w  ei  e  spent  at  the  home  of  his  father  recruiting 
the  same.  As  soon  as  it  was  sufficiently  regained  he  resumed 
farming.  He,  however,  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  to  at- 
tend school  during  the  winter  time,  which  he  did  until  the  fall  of 
1871,  at  which  time  he  took  up,  for  his  winter  employment,  the 
avocation  of  a  teacher.  In  this  capacity  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged for  eii^ht  years.  In  order  to  qualify  himself  for  this  pur- 
suit he  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute,  during 
the  spring  of  1874,        term.   Since  the  spring  of  1879 
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tention  has  exclusively  been  {riven  to  farming.  He  located  where 
he  now  resides  in  the  fall  of  1874.  Emma  A.  Cook,  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  born  June  6,  1847,  became  his 
wife  March  26,  1879.  daughter  of  George  and 

Rachel  (Albright)  Cook,  who  were  respectively  natives  of  Som- 
erset and  Bedford  Counties,  Pennsylvania.  This  marriage  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Charles  Guy,  born  January  2  2.  1882. 
Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Hoover  belong  to  the  M.  E.  church.  Politicallv.  the 
former  is  a  Republican.  He  owns  a  handsome  little  farm  of  sixty- 
two  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  cultivation.  He  is  an  industrious 
and  successful  farmer,  and  an  honored  and  worthy  citizen.  He 
began  with  nothing,  but  through  industry,  perseverance  and  econ- 
omy, he  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

JOHN  HORTON,  an  aged  and  venerable  citizen  of  Allen 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Berkley  County,  Virginia.  He  was 
bom  December  12,  1796,  being  the  second  son  of  John  and 
Barbara  (Hay)  Horton.  The  former  was  bom  and  reared  in 
Germany,  where,  during  our  Revolutionary  War,  he  was  induced 
to  join  a  company  of  German  soldiers  that  came  to  America 
and  assisted  the  Brittish  in  their  warfare  against  the  colonists. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
where  he  became  the  fether  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
When  the  latter  was  six  years  old  his  parents  emigrated  to  Steu- 
benville,  Ohio,  where  the  father  engaged  at  the  hatter's  trade. 
At  twenty  years  of  age,  or  in  1816,  John  came  to  this  State 
and  located  in  Jefferson  County.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  1836,  at  which  time  he  came  to  this 
county  and  located  in  the  woods  of  Union  Township.  A  divis- 
ion that  has  been  made  places  the  site  of  the  hxation  in  the 
present  Allen  Township.  There  he  erected  a  rude  lo<4  cabin, 
and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons,  immediately  went  about  clearing  up 
a  farm.  He  not  only  has  the  credit  of  erecting  the  first  dwell- 
ing-house in  Allen  Towndiip,  but  also  the  first  school  house. 
The  latter,  however,  was  not  built  for  a  number  of  years,  or 
until  the  children  of  other  settlers  had  come  and  made  the  num- 
ber s\ifRcient  to  form  a  school.  Mr.  Horton  continued  upon  the 
scene  of  his  labors  until  old  age  compelled  him  to  desist.  He 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  son,  T.  G.  Horton,  where  he  is 
spending  the  decline  of  life  in  a  quiet,  pleasant  way.  He  was 
married  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  to  Jane  Holcome,  who  was 
born  in  Virginia  about  the  year  1801,  Their  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  William  A.,  Thomas 
G.,  Calvin  R.,  Aaron  C,  Nancy  E.,  Eliza,  Joseph  H.  and  a  son 
that  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Calvin  R.,  Aaron  C.,  Nanc^-  E. 
and  Eliza  are  deceased.  Politically,  Mr.  Horton  formerly  affiliated 
with  the  Whigs,  but  nnce  1856  he  has  supported  the  prindples 
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of  the  Republican  party.    Though  more  than  four  score  and  teri 
years  of  age,  he  is  in  full  possession  of  his  mental  faculties  and  is  • 
enjoying  good  health.   He  has  lived  to  witness  the  3'oung  grow  " 
old  and  sink  to  rest,  his  chosen  companion  among  them,  her 
death  having  occurred  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 

WILLIAM  A.  IIORTON.  one  of  the  influential  citizens  oE 
Alien  Township,  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  this  state,  and  was 
born  September  25,  1824.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  John  and 
Jane  fHolcome)  Horton,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  William  came 
with  nis  parents  to  this  County  in  1835  and  first  located  in  Jef- 
ferson Township  They  removed  to  that  part  of  Union  Town- 
ship that  is  now  known  as  Allen  in  the  spring  of  1836.  Thev 
were  among  the  tirst  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  Countv.  Tlu-re 
William  spent  his  youth  working  upon  a  farm.  At  twenty  years 
of  age  he  went  to  Peru  where  one  year  was  spent  in  learning 
the  trade  of  an  edge-tool  manufacturer  with  J.  W.  Boone,  who 
will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens 
of  which  the  citv  could  boast.  He  located  at  Millark,  Ful- 
ton  County,  in  1846,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  eight 
years;  after  which  he  went  to  Rochester,  but  a  year  later  he 
retur^ed^to  this  county  and  located  upon  a  form  in  Allen  Town- 
ship. For  twenty  Mars  thereafter  his  attention  was  divided 
between  his  trade,  farming  and  the  culture  of  bees.  Since  1876 
his  entire  attention  lias  been  given  to  his  farm  and  to  agricul- 
ture. In  this  latter  pursuit  his  interests  have  become  quite 
extensive.  A  few  years  ago  he  had  the  finest  apiary  in  Miami 
County  and  it  still  ranks  among  the  best.  He  was  married  on 
the  2  2d  of  October,  1846,  to  Serenia  Callaway,  a  native  of  Deca- 
tur County,  this  state,  born  December  29,  1827.  She  was  the 
daui^htcr  of  Charles  and  Ella  (Griflith)  Callaway  both  natives 
of  Virginia.    She  died  November  4,  1854  ^^^^^  ^^^Y 

of  October,  1855  married  to  Hannah  L.  Buchanan  a 

native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  bom  May  21,  1819.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Nancy  (Cassaday)  Buchanan, 
both  natives  of  Virginia.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Horton  had  four 
children:  Levi  G.,  Charles  S.,  Ella  J.  and  another  that  died  in 
infancy,  unnamed.  Charles  S.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  belong  to  the  Christian  Church.  In  poll-- 
tics  the  former  is  a  Republican.  He  is  an  upright,  square-deiding 
man  and  an  honored  and  worthy  citizen. 

THOMAS  G.  HORTON,  a  prominent  farmer  of  .Mien  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Jefferson  Countv.  this  State,  and  was  born 
August  23,  1826.  He  was  the  second  son  born  to  John  and  Jane 
(Holcome).  Horton,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  the  former  of  German 
and  the  latter  of  Irish  and  English  descent.  When  Thomas  was 
ten  years  old,  or  in  1836,  his  parents  came  to  Miami  County  and 
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located  within  the  limits  of  the  present  Allen  Township.  There  his 
*  youth  was  spent  assisting  his  Either  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  farm. 
As  soon  as  the  settlement  was  provided  with  a  school  he  became 
one  of  its  students  and  he  thus  obtained  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion.  But  the  advantages  were  poor  and  in  consequence  his  early 
education  was  quite  limited.  By  diligent  study,  both  in  and  out  of 
school,  he,  however,  obtained  suthcient  education  to  take  charge 
of  the  school  lumself,  which  he  did  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  He  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  capacity  of  a  teacher  for  eight  years, 
spending  his  vacation  upon  the  farm.  After  he  became  of  age  he 
began  farmin<^  for  himself  and  he  has  been  chictlv  engaged  in  this 
pursuit  ever  since.  He  located  upon  the  farm  he  now  occupies  in 
1848.  In  1858,  in  the  hope  of  recovering  his  wife's  health,  which 
had  become  seriously  impaired,  he  took  his  family  to  Winchester, 
Ohio.  There  Mr.  Horton  engaged  in  the  manii&cture  of  shoes 
and  boots;  but  two  years  later  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  this  county 
"where,  excepting  two  years  spent  upon  his  father's  farm,  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside.  Harriet  M.  Fenimore  became  his  wife 
April  10,  1848.  She  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  November 
3, 1826,  being  the  daughter  of  William  M.  and  Maria  (Hurst^  Feni- 
more, who,  also,  were  natives  of  Ross  County,  Ohio.  Their  rela- 
tionship remained  unbroken  until  October  3,  1874,  when  the  wife 
and  mother  died.  On  the  i6th  of  March,  1876,  his  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Marv  L.  Yost  occurred.  She  was  the  dau<^hter  of  John  and 
Liauru  (PerhamJ  York,  who  were  respectively  natives  of  North 
Carolina  and  Vermont.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Horton  was  the  father 
of  nine  children,  as  follows:  John  T.,  Emily  J.,  William  F.,  Joseph 
M.,  Mary  E.,  Laura  M.,  Charles  G.,  Addison  E.  and  Julia  E.,  of 
whom  John  T.,  Emily  J.,  Mary  E.  and  Laura  M.  died  in  infancy. 
He  and  his  present  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  children.  Thev  are 
Hannah  M.,  Ora,  Cora  M.,  Clara,  one  infant  daughter,  unnamed, 
and  another  that  died  in  infancy,  unnamed.  Ora  and  Clara  also 
died  in  infanc}  .  Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christ- 
ian Church.  Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  assessor  one  term,  and  during  the  campaign 
of  1886,  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  office  of  sheriff. 
He  is  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer,  an  uitelligent  gentle- 
man and  a  worthy.and  honored  dtiaen. 

JAMES  W.HURST,  grain  merchant,  farmer,  and  stock  raiser, 
at  Macy,  is  a  native  of  Piqua  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Septem- 
ber 28,  1839.  He  was  the  youngest  son  born  to  William  and  Sarah 
(Alkire)  Hurst,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  of  English  des- 
cent, and  the  latter  a  native  of  Kentucky,  of  German  descent.  At 
the  tender  age  of  two  years  James  was  left  without  a  feither,  and  in 
1845  his  widowed  mother  came  with  her  children  to  this  county, 
and  located,  first,  at  Peru.    In  the  spring  of  1846  the  family  located 
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upon  a  farm  in  Richland  Township.  A  year  later  they  located  in 
Allen  Township,  where  the  mother  had  pre-empted  an  eighty  acre 
tract  of  land.  There  James  spent  his  early  life  working  upon  the 
farm.  During  the  winter  of  1859-60  he  taught  school  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Chili. 
A  few  months  later  he  located  upon  a  farm  in  Allen  Township, 
where  he  w'as  enga<jjed  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  fall  of  1867, 
at  which  time  he  located  in  Macy  and  erected  the  first  business 
house  in  the  town.  In  that  btuloing  he  placed  a  stock  of  goods, 
and  during  the  ten  years  that  followed  his  attention  was  simultan- 
eously given  to  merchandising,  the  buying  and  selling  of  grain  and 
to  farming.  Since  1877  his  attention  has  been  divided  between  the 
last  two.  lie  w^as  married  to  RomanniaC.  Hoover,  x\pril  12,  1876. 
Their  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children.  They 
are  Earl  J.,  Eva  M.,  Scott  J.,  Herd  J.,  an  infant  daughter,  unnamed, 
and  three  children  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Mr.  and  JV&s. 
Hurst  are  members  of  the  Christian  church.  The  former  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  lodge  at  Macy,  which  he  served  as  its  First 
Master.  PoliticalU'  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  elected  to  the 
odice  of  County  Commissioner  in  1878,  and  served  one  term. 
In  that  capacity  he  discharged  his  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  In  the  foil  of  1884  he  was 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  State  Representative  and  succeeded 
in  reducing  an  oppfwing  majority  from  340  to  229.  He  is  an 
industrious  atul  successful  business  man  and  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen. 

IRA  B.  HURST,  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farmers  of 
Allen  Township,  was  bom  in  the  township  in  m^ch  he  resides  July 
6,  1 85 1.  He  was  the  third  son  born  to  John  W,  and  Ann  W. 
(HaysJ  Hurst,  who  located  in  this  county  in  1846.  Ira  spent  his 
early  hfe  working  upon  a  farm.  He  was  left  without  a  father  at 
the  early  age  of  two  years.  Shortly  afterward  he  accompanied 
hb  widowed  mother  to  Pickaway  Cotmty,  Ohio,  the  former  home 
of  his  mother.  When  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  or  in  the  spring  of 
1864,  they  returned  to  this  county  and  again  located  in  Allen 
Touiiship.  The  youth  of  our  subject  was  spent  working  upon  a 
farm,  by  the  month.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  doing  farm 
work  for  his  uncle,  James  W.  Hurst,  in  whose  employ  he  remained 
about  seven  years,  during  the  last  five  of  which  he  clerked  in  a 
store  and  assisted  the  latter  in  the  stock  and  grain  business.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  Levi  J.  Hurst.  He  was  thus  engaged  between  seven  and 
eight  years.  In  January,  1883,  he  accepted  a  position  as  agent  for 
the  If  P.  ft.  C.  R.  R.  Co.4it  Macy,  still  retaining  as  j^artner 
his  brother,  L.  J.  Hurst  They  were  also  engaged  m  the 
Itimber  business.   This  position  he  filled  wiUi  credit  to  himself 
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until  March  8,  1886,  at  which  time  he  resigned  and  removed 
to  a  farm  in  Secdon  i»  Allen  Township.  He  wasmarii^  February 
I,  1874,  to  Ella  J.  Horton,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children — ^Ira 
A.,  Ethel  S.,  Bertha,  Mary  and  one  infant  son  who  died  in  infancy 
unnamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurst  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lod^je,  and 
at  present  holds  liie  position  of  W.  M.  in  Lincoln  Lodge,  No.  523. 
He  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  young 
man. 

LEVI  J.  HURST,  agent  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C,  Railway  Company 

at  Macy,  is  a  native  of  Allen  Township,  this  county,  and  was 
born  June  28,  1853.  He  was  the  fourth  son  of  a  family  of  four 
children  bom  to  John  W.  and  Ann  W,  (Hays)  Hurst,  both 
natives  of  Ohio.  His  parents  came  to  this  county  in  184^,  and 
first  located  upon  a  farm  near  Chili  in  Richland  Township.  A 
few  months  later  they  removed  to  Allen  Township,  where  Levi 
was  born  and  where  his  early  life  was  spent  working  on  a  farm. 
He  attended  the  district  school,  in  which  he  received  an  ordinary 
common  school  education.  In  1S76,  in  connection  with  his  older 
brother,  Ira  B.  Hurst,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Macy.  He  was  thus  engaged  about  five  years.  In  1881  he 
accepted  a  position  as  agent  for  the  United  States  Express  Com- 
pany at  Macy,  in  which  capacity  he  has  acted  ever  since.  Since 
December,  1885,  he  has  also  held  the  position  of  agent  for  the 
railway  at  that  place.  December  26,  1876,  he  was  married  to  \'ic- 
toria  A.  Enyart,  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  this  State,  born  June  16, 
1858.  This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children. 
They  are  Ira  A.,  Ora  Glenn  and  Charlie  R.  The  second,  Ora 
Glenn,  died  in  tiie  third  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurst 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  former  is  a  member 
of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge,  and  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics.  He 
is  a  young  man  of  good  habits,  irreproachable  character  and 
good  business  qualifications,  and  he  is  well  worthy  the  confidence 
of  his  emplovers  and  the  public. 

WILLIAM  R.  MARSHALL,  blacksmith  at  Macy,  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  November  7,  1833.  He  was 
the  eldest  child  bom  to  William  and  Catharine  (Walker)  Mar- 
shall, both  natives  of  Bedford  County,  Virginia.  His  fother  was 
bom  June  33,  1810,  and  his  mother  I^ebruary  34,  1815.  The  for- 
mer died  January  10,  1844,  and  the  latter  August  17,  1847.  When 
WilHani  was  about  three  \  ears  old  his  parents  emigrat<.'d  to  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  and  located  upon  a  farm.  Some  years  later  they 
came  to  this  State  and  located  in  Grant  County.  About  three 
years  later  they  returned  to  Virginia,  but  soon  afterward  they 
again  came  to  this  State  and  this  time  located  in  Wabash  County. 
A  year  later  they  removed  to  Whitley  County.   There  his  father 
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died,  and,  his  mother  having  re-marricil,  William  accompanied 
his  mother  and  step-father  to  Cass  County,  this  State.  He  was 
then  about  fourteen  years  old.  At  the  age  of  tweniy-two  he 
went  to  Carroll  County,  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  one  year.  He  then  went  to  West  Urbana,  Champaign 
County,  Illinois,  but  a  year  later  he  returned  to  Fulton  County, 
this  Slate.  He  worked  at  his  tr.ide  in  the  town  of  Fulton  about 
four  years;  he  went  to  Missouri  in  the  fall  of  1866;  in  1H70  he 
returned  to  Wababii  County,  this  State;  in  November,  1871.  he 
located  at  Rochester,  Fulton  County,  but  in  the  foUowin^^  year 
he  came  to  this  county  and  located  at  Macy,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  early  in  life, 
and  this  has  been  his  occupation  ever  since.  September  14,  1854, 
he  wasiflarried  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  St.  Clair,  who  died  May  28,  1863; 
May  10,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Sarali  J.  Oliver,  who  died  June 
2,  1 87 1.  He  was  married  a  third  time  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Kamp^ 
January  13.  1878;  she  died  January  12,  1884,  and  on  the  i3lh  of 
April,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Laura  J.  Hosey.  In  all,  Mr. 
Marshall  is  the  father  of  six  children.  Thev  are  Euj^^ene  A., 
Troylous  R.,  Henry  A.,  W  illiam  A.,  Loyd  I.  and  Florence  N. 
Troylous  B.  died  in  the  2  2d  year  of  his  age.  The  first  two 
were  by  his  first  wife,  the  next  two  fay  his  second  wife,  and  the 
last  two  by  his  third.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Marshall  belong  to  the  M. 
E.  church.  Mr.  Marshall  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge 
and  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  an  industrious  and  skillful 
workman  and  a  good  citizen. 

DAVID  McKILLIP,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Allen 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Union  Coun^,  this  state,  and  was  bom 
June  5, 1837.  He  was  the  seventh  son  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters;  bom  to  Alexander  and 
Elizabeth  (  .Skillman  )  McKillip,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2  and  was  one  of  Commodore  Perry's 
victorious  crew  on  Lake  Erie.  He  finally  located  in  Union 
County  this  state,  where  he  died  about  1847.  Our  subject  gre\y 
up  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  working  upon  a  farm.  He 
attended  the  district  schools,  in  which  he  received  an  ordinary 
common  school  education.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Henry  County 
this  state,  where  he  landed  on  the  13th  of  January.  There  he 
w(»iced  upon  a  farm  by  the  month  about  two  years,  after  w^hich 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper.  He  worked  at  this  about  two 
years.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  which  received  his 
attention  more  or  less  for  a  number  of  years.  In  February,  1870, 
he  went  to  Delaware  County  and  located  upon  a  farm,  but  in  July, 
1872,  he  returned  to  Henry  County.  There  he  located  upon  the 
old  home  place  of  his  father-in-law  and  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
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tural  pursuits  until  August  1880,  at  which  time  he  came  to  this 
county  and  located  where  he  now  resides  in  Allen  Township. 
June  16,  1861,  he  was  married  to  Amanda  Fonts,  a  native  of 

Henry  County,  tfiis  state,  born  April  16,  1840.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary  (Shaffer)  Fouts,  the  former  a  native 
of  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina,  and  tlic  latter  a  native  of 
Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKillip  have  had  but  two  children; 
their  names  are  Alfaretta  and  Forest,  the  latter  of  whom  died  when 
eleven  months  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKillip  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Politically  the  former  is  a  Republican.  In 
the  spring  of  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Township 
Trustee  and  is  the  present  incumbent.  He  owns  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  about  half  of  which  is  in  cultivation.  It  was  for- 
merly low,  swampy  land  and  its  present  high  state  of  cultivation 
reflects  very  creditably  upon  the  energy  and  industry  of  Mr. 
McKillip.  He  is  a  very  successful  farmer  and  one  of  tihe  worthy 
citizens  of  the  Township. 

MILTON  MURPHY,  one  of  the  industrious  voung  farmers 
of  Allen  Township,  is  a  native  of  Perry  Township,  this  count\-,  and 
was  bom  August  15,  1844.  He  was  the  eldest  son  bom  to  Joshua 
and  Tacy  (Shoemaker)  Murphy,  natives  of  Indiana  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively,  of  English  descent.  Milton  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  working  upon  his  father's  farm  in  this  county.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  began  farming  for  himself.  That  was  in 
Richmond  Township.  In  1869  he  located  upon  a  farm  in  Perry 
Township.  Four  years  later  he  purchased  and  located  upon  a  farm 
in  Allen  Township.  His  occupation,  during  his  entire  life,  has  been 
that  of  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  August  11,  1866,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  E.  Antrim,  a  native  of  Cass  County,  this  wState, 
born  May  21,  1840.  She  was  tlie  dautjhter  of  Benjamin  and  Frances 
(Gray)  Antrim.  This  marriai^e  has  rcsuiicd  in  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Laura  A.,  Wallace  M.,  Tacy  M.  and  Lewis.  Of  these 
Tacy  M.  and  Lewis  died  in  infancy.  In  politics  Mr.  Murphy  is  a 
Republican.  He  owns  a  handsome  farm  of  ninety-one  acres,  about 
sixty-five  of  which  are  in  cultivation.  He  is  an  energetic,  industrious 
and  successful  farmer  and  a  No.  i  citizen.  When  lie  began  doing 
for  himself  he  had  nothing  but  an  o.\,  but  through  industr\ ,  perse- 
verance and  economy,  he  is  now  in  comfortable  dccumstances. 

AMOS  MURPHY,  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Allen 
.  Township,  is  a  natix  e  of  Perry  Township,  this  countv,  and  was 
born  February  4,  1846.  He  was  the  second  son  born  to  Joshua 
and  Tacy  (Shoemaker)  Murphy,  who  came  from  Wayne  to  Miami 
•County  in  1845.  When  Amos  was  yet  an  infant  his  parents  returned 
to  Wayne  County,  but  in  the  fall  of  1846  they  again  came  to  this 
county  and  located  in  Perry  Township,  where  the  father  died  Sep- 
temb^  12, 1882,  and  where  the  mother  continues  to  reside.  Amos 
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remained  at  home,  working  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  became 

of  age,  after  which  he  worked  for  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm 
bv  the  month.  He  began  farming  for  himself  in  1876  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  in  Allen  Township.  There  he  has  1  csidcd 
ever  since,  excepting  four  and  one-half  years,  two  of  which  were 
Spent  on  a  form  in  Howard  County,  two  on  a  farm  near  Macy,  and 
SIX  months  in  Akron,  Fulton  County.  September  16,  1876,  he  was 
married  to  Eliza  A.  Hoover,  who  was  born  where  she  now  lives, 
December  22,  1852.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Frances 
(Shrope)  Hoover,  both  natives  of  Miami  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Murphy  have  had  but  one  child — Roscoe  D.,  born  October 
26, 1884.  HI  politics  Mr.  Murphy  is  a  Republican*  He  owns  a 
handsome  little  farm  of  eighty  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  culti- 
vation. He  began  life  w'nh  a  small  sum  of  monev  given  him  by 
his  father.  This  he  invested,  and  through  industry,  perseverence 
and  economv,  he  has  been  able  to  add  to  it  until  he  is  now  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  He  is  an  industriou;s  and  successful 
farmer  and  a  good  citizen. 

WILLIAM  MUSSELMAN,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Miami  Countv,  and  one  of  the  industrious  and 
influential  citizens  of  Alien  Township,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania,  May  22,  1844.  He  was  the  second  son 
born  to  Joseph  and  Mary  (Krider)  Musselman,  both  natives  of 
Penns}'lvania,  of  German  descent.  When  William  was  ten  years 
old  his  parents  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Rich- 
land Township,  where  he  spent  his  youth  working  upon  his 
his  father's  farm.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
Union  army,  enlisting  in  Company  1,  ppth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, with  which  he  did  faithful  service  for  his  country  from 
August,  1862,  until  the  close  of  the  war;  He  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  March  to  the  Sea,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burj^S  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission- 
arv  Ridge  and  some  others  on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his  father  in  Richland  Town- 
ship. There  he  formed  upon  the  old  home  place  until  1872,  when 
he  located  where  he  now  resides  in  Allen  Township.  March  18, 
1869,  he  was  married  to  Susan  E,  Kiem,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Derk)  Kiem,  both  natives  of  Pennsvlvania,  Mr.  Mussel- 
man  lost  his  first  wife  in  March,  1872,  and  on  the  5th  day  of 
December,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Priscilla  C.  Foor,  a  native  of 
this  county,  bom  July  7,  1855.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Hannah  (Runkle)  Foor,  who  now  reside  in  Allen  Township.  By 
his  first  wife  Mr.  Musselman  had  two  children,  Samuel  H.  and 
Mary  E.  He  and  his  present  wife  have  had  but  one  child.  Frank- 
lin D.  Mrs.  Musselman  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Musselman  is  a  Republican.    He  has  a  beautiful  home 
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and  a  handsome  farm  of  256  acres  of  good  land,  about  200  of  which 
is  in  a  high  slate  of  cultivation.  ITis  farm  is  Htted  up  with  good 
fences  and  splendid  buildings,  ;ind  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  loca- 
tions in  Miami  County.  He  is  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer 
and  an  honored  citizen. 

IRA  PACKARD,  one  of  the  old  residents  of  this  county, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  October  28,  181 7.  He  was  the  oldest 
son  born  to  Chester  and  Eunice  (Sadler)  Packard,  both  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  of  English  descent.  The  great  grandfather  of 
Chester  Packard  emigrated  from  England  to  America  and  loca- 
ted at  Bridgewater,  Sfass.  To  him  aU  persons  in  this  country 
by  that  name  mav  trace  their  descent  In  1833  our  subject  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Licking  Coimty,  Ohio,  where  he  grew 
up  to  manhood  working  upon  a  farm.  In  1842  he  came  to  this 
couiitv  and  located  in  Union,  now  Allen  Township.  In  Februarv  1872 
he  located  in  the  town  of  Macy,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  early  in  life  and  this  has  been  his 
chief  occupation  ever  since.  He,  however,  taught  school  some 
during  his  earlier  life,  and  a  portion  of  his  attention  has  been 
given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  March  12,  1840,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Eliza  J.  Bryant,  a  native  of  Licking  Countv,  Ohio, 
born  of  German  and  Scotch-Irish  parents,  June  15,  1820.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy  (Mesearvy)  Bryant, 
both  natives  of  Maine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Packard  are  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  C,  Thomas 
J.,  Nancy  E.,  Rryant  W.,  Noah  S.,  Franklin  P.,  Silas  E.,  Ira 
B.,  Laura  B.,  Nelson  S.,  and  Sumner  D.  Of  these  Thomas  J., 
Noah  S.  and  Nelson  S.  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Packard  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church.  Politically,  Mr.  Packard  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat.  He  has  been  honored  with  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  two  terms,  and  the  office  of  Constable  two  and  one-half 
terms.  As  such  he  discharged  his  duties  in  a  creditable  manner. 
He  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Miami  County  over  forty-four 
years,  and  is  one  of  her  most  highly  respected  citizens. 

JOHN  W.  SAVAGE,  one  of  the  prominent  fanners  of 
Allen  Township,  was  born  in  Schuylkill  County.  Pennsylvania, 
June  21,  1826.  He  was  the  third  son  born  to  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Nimenrod)  Savage,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Ger- 
man descent.  When  John  was  four  years  old  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  and  located  in  Fairfield  County,  but  two  years 
later  they  removed  to  Lo|ran  County,  Ohio.  After  residing*  here 
three  years,  they  located  in  Hem  y  County,  Ohio.  In  1830  they 
returned  to  Fairlield  County,  Ohio,  where  our  subject  spent  his 
youth  working  upon  a  farm  by  the  month.  In  November,  1851, 
he  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Union  Township.  He 
removed  to  Allen  Township  and  located  where  he  now  resides 
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In  March,  i860.   During  his  entire  life  he  has  beai  engaged  in 

agricuhural  pursuits.  A  part  of  his  attention,  however,  has  been 
given  to  the  stock  business.  January  8,  1854,  ^'^^  married 
to  Ann  Elizabeth  Cover,  a  native  of  Frederick  County,  MarN  land, 
born,  of  German  descent,  August  4,  1833.  She  was  the  eldest 
child  bom  to  William  and  Luanda  (Hina]|  Cover,  both  natives 
of  Maryland.  This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven 
children:  Their  names  are  Charles  W.,  William  I.,  Charlotte  L., 
Rosa  M.,  Elmer  H.,  Noah  W.  and  James  G.  Of  these  William 
I.  died  when  eighteen  months  old.  In  politics  Mr.  Savage  is  an 
ardent  Republican.  He, owns  a  handsome  little  farm  of  ninety- 
two  acres  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  cultivation.  His  farm  is  fitted 
up  with  good  fences  and  buildings  and  is  a  very  desirable  loca- 
tion. Mr.  Savage  is  an  enterprising  and  influential  farmer  and 
one  of  the  honored  and  worth}-  citizens  of  the  township. 

LYMAN  J.  SAVAGE,  one  of  the  enterprising  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Macy,  was  bom- in  Allen  Township,  this  county,  June 
301^  1858.  Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  his 
Other's  farm  and  attending  the  district  school.  He  received  in  this 
an  ordinary  common  school  education.  In  the  fall  of  1880,  he 
engaged  in  ihe  furniture  business  in  Macy,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  the  name  of  the  firm  being  L.  J.  Savage  &  Co.  They  have 
a  commodious  little  business  room  well  stocked  with  furniture,  and 
are  doing  a  good  profitable  business.  Emma  F.  Farrar,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Rebecca  (Rammer)  Farrar,  of  Macy,  became  his 
wife  November  i,  1879.  Tlieir  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  William 
R.,  Edith,  and  Charles  T.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  The  former  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A. 
M.  Lodge  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

ISAIAH  SEIDNER,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Allen 
Township,  was  born  in  Columbiana  County  (now  Mahoning 
Count}^),  Ohio,  December  20,  1838.  He  was  the  youngest  son  in 
a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Rummel) 
Seidner,  with  whom  he  came  to  this  county  in  1856.  They 
located  on  the  farm  where  Isaiah  now  resides.  There  the  fether 
and  mo^er  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  their  respective  deaths 
occurring  May  18,  1858,  and  in  1859.  subject  spent  his  boy- 

hood and  youth  working  on  his  father's  farm.  During  winter  he 
attended  the  district  school,  in  which  he  received  a  common  school 
education.  At  the  aee  of  twenty-one  he  took  up  the  vocation  of  a 
teacher,  and  this  has  been  his  winter's  employment  ^ver  since.  He 
is  now  teaching  his  tv^ienty-seventh  winter  term,  having  missed  but 
one  since  he  began.  In  this  capacity  he  has  had  marked  success,  as 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  all  of  his  teaching  has  been  confined  to  a 
comparatively  few  school  districts.     Though  many  improvements 
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have  been  made  in  the  system  of  education  since  he  entered  upon 
the  teachers'  career,  he  has  studied  privately  and  thus  kept  fullv 
abreast  of  the  tide  of  advancement,  and  he  now  ranks  among  the 
best  teachers  in  the  county.  His  vacations  have  been  spent  chiefly 
superintending  his  farm,  though  he  has  given  some  attention  to  the 
carpenter's  trade.  October  21,  i860,  he  was  married  to  Julia  Ann 
Landis,  daughter  of  T^cnj  imin  and  Marv  (Messinger )  Landis,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  in  W'avne  County,  Ohio, 
'  August  7,  1838.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  Dttt  one  chUd,  Mar}'  A.,  bom  February  7,  1862.  Mr.  Seidner 
and  daughter  are  members  of  the  M.  Church.  The  wife  and 
mother  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God.  Political! \-  Mr.  Seidner 
is  a  Republican.  He  has  a  beautiful  home  and  a  handsome  little 
farm,  fitted  up  with  good  fences  and  biiildings.  making  it  a  verv 
desirable  location.  He  is  an  industrious  farmer,  an  energetic  and 
successful  teacher,  and  a  worthy  and  honorable  citizen. 

ABNER  C.  WAITE,  member  of  the  firm  of  Qendenning  & 
Waite,  of  Macy,  is  a  native  of  Union  (now  Allen)  Township  and 
was  born  November  15,  1840.  He  was  the  second  son  bom  to 
Sullivan  and  Margaret  A.  (Woods')  Waite,  natives  of  New  York  ' 
and  Ohio  respectively,  Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  working 
Upon  a  farm.  He  received  in  the  district  school  a  good  common 
school  education.  In  September,  1861,  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  Union  Army  in  Company  A,  26th  Indiana  Regiment,  from 
which  he  received  an  honorable  di.scharge  in  March,  1864.  He 
participated  in  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.  His  premature  discharge  was  occasionc'd  by  an 
injury  received  whUe  in  active  service.  He  returned  to  the  farm 
in  this  county,  where  he  \^'orked  upon  the  same  in  summer  and 
taught  school  in  winter,  until  1871.  He  then  quit  teaching,  but 
continued  farming  until  1879.  ^^^^^  ^'"^^      removed  to  a  farm 

in  Washington  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  located  at  Macy 
and  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  and  grocer}  business.  This  has 
received  his  attention  ever  since.  April  5,  1866,  he  was  married  to 
Rebecca  E.  Edwards,  a  nati\  e  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Maria  (Duevelbyss)  Edwards,  natives  of 
.  Virginia  and  Maryland  respectively.  Their  marriage  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  six  children.  Thev  are  Laura  L.,  Charles  E., 
Mary  B.,  Lewis  E.,  Thomas  E.  and  Margaret  M.,  of  whom  Charles 
E.  and  Lewis  E.  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite  are  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Waite  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A. 
M.  and  G.  A.  R.  Lodges  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  held 
the  ofiice  of  township  Trustee  in  Allen  Township  one  term.  He 
also  was  honored  with  the  office  of  President  of  the  first  board  of 
Trustees  ever  in  the  town  of  Macy.    Mr.  Waite  is  one  of  the  lead- 
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ing  and  reliable  bumness  men  of  the  town^of  Macy  and  one  of  her 
most  influential  citizens. 

SULLIVAN  T.  WAITE,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 

Allen  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which  he  now  resides 
and  was  born  August  14,  1850.  He  was  the  \'oun^t.'st  son  boi  n  to 
Sullivan  and  Margaret  A.  (Woods)  VVaite,  who  emigrated  to  this 
county  from  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1838.  He 
located  upon  a  farm  in  Allen  Township  upon  which  our  subject 
was  bom.  He  attended  the  district  school  in  which  he  received  a 
good  common  school  education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  took 
up  the  vocation  of  a  teacher  and  was  thus  successfully  engaged  for 
eleven  years.  His  vacations  were  generally  spent  working  upon 
the  farm.  His  success  in  the  school  room  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that,  during  his  whole  career  as  a  teacher,  he  taught  in  about  four 
school  houses.  He  located  where  he  now  resides  November  14, 
1876.  September  28,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Maria  Baker,  a 
native  of  Perry  Township,  this  county,  born  February  28,  1855. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Susan  A.  (Messinger) 
Baker,  who  were  among  the  most  highly  respected  dozens  of  the 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite  have  four  children.  Their 
names  are  Lillie  M.,  Timothy  B,,  Deborah  E.  and  Charles  F.,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Waite  is  a  Republican,  They 
own  a  handsome  farm  of  240  acres,  over  half  of  which  is  in  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Waite  is  an  industrious  and  successful  former  and  a  first- 
dass  dtisen. 

ANDERSON  WILKINSON,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of 
the  county,  and  one  among  the  first  settlers  of  Union  Township, 
was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  21,  1813.  He  was  the 
second  son  born  to  John  and  Delilah  (Stinson)  Wilkinson,  both 
natives  of  North  Carolina.  Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  county  working  upon  a  farm.  He,  in  com- 
pany with  his  wife,  father,  mother,  three  brothers  and  two 
sisters,  came  to  this  count\'  in  1836,  and  located  in  that  part  of 
Union  Township  that  has  since  been  changed  to  Allen  Town- 
ship. He  was  then  a  married  man,  so,  on  arriving  here,  he 
immediatdy  set  up  for  himself.  He  located  upon  a  tract  o£ 
fifty-six  acres  just  north  of  the  present  site  of  Macy.  Here 
he  has  resided  ever  since.  During  his  entire  life  his  occupation 
has  been  that  of  a  farmer.  He  has  since  added  to  his  farm 
eighty  acres  more,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres- 
He  has  since,  however,  sold  from  his  farm  some  town  lots,  so 
that  his  farm,  at  present,  consists  of  but  one  hundred  and 
twelve  acres.  When  he  came  to  the  county  he  located  in  the 
woods,  and  to  develop  a  farm  out  of  the  wilderness  naturallv 
devolved  upon  him  a  great  deal  of  hard  work.    He  chopped^ 
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^^bbed,  burned  brushy  rolled  logs,  plowed  and,  in  fact,  did  all 
kinds  of  hard  work  which  the  development  of  a  new  country 

necessitates.  IK-  had  erected  a  Io«r  cabin  in  the  summer  of 
1837,  and  the  structure,  with  additions,  though  nearly  iifty  years 
.  -old,  still  stands  to  shelter  its  occupants.  Sept.  i,  1836,  he  was 
married  to  Hannah  Rains,  who  died  April  24,  1854.  Dec.  14, 
1854,  was  married  to  Mrs.  Martha  Sutton.  She  died  March 
I,  1876,  and,  on  the  25th  of  January  following,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Hannah  Baker.  In  all,  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  the  father  of 
ten  children:  Georj^e,  John  D.,  Andrew  J.,  Charles  A.,  William 
F.,  Allen  S.,  Margaret  J.,  Benjamin  F.;  the  next  was  an  infant 
son  that  died  in  in&uicy  unnamed;  then  Azro  H.  and  Mary  C. 
The  first  eight  were  by  his  first  wife  and  the  last  two  by  his 
second  wife.  Of  those  named,  Charles  A.  and  Benjamin  F.  are 
deceased.  ISIr.  Wilkinson  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God 
and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  has  held  the  oflice  of  Town- 
ship Trustee  three  terms.  As  such,  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  credit  to  himsdlf  and  satisfaction  to  the  public.  On  the 
34th  of  March,  1886,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left 
hand — the  result  of  an  amputation  caused  b\  a  cancer  that  had 
afHicted  him  three  years.  He  is  now  in  the  74th  year  of  his 
age  and  is  enjoying  good  health.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Miami  County  over  tifly  years,  and  is  one  of  her  most  highly 
respected  citizens. 

JOHN  S.  WILSON,  M.  D.,  at  Macx  a  native  of  West 
Virginia,  and  was  born  January  12,  1852.  He  was  the  third  son 
born  to  Peter  and  Louisia  (Hurdl  Wilson,  both  natives  of  West 
\'irginia.  of  English  descent.  When  our  subject  was  eight  years 
old  lie  accompanied  his  parents  to  Clark  County,  Ohio,  where 
his  youth  was  spent,  working  on  his  Other's  farm.  During  this 
time  he  attended  the  district  school  in  which  he  received  a  good 
■common  school  education.  This  was  supplemented  by  a  course 
in  a  commercial  school  at  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  graduated  from 
thai  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  After  he  had  attained  his  majority 
he  took  up  the  vocation  of  a  teacher,  and  was  thus  successfully 
engaged  for  seven  years.  •  His  vacations  were  generally  spent 
attending  normal  schools.  In  1878  he  came  to  this  State  and 
located  in  Fulton  County.  During  the  winter  w'hich  followed  he 
taught  school.  In  the  fall  of  '79  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  C.  Hector,  of  Rochester.  He  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Millark,  Fulton  County,  in  the  fall  of 
1880.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the  fslXL  of  1882,  and  located 
at  Macy,  where  he  continues  to  practice  his  profession.  In  the 
meantime  in  Deceinber.  1882,  he  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  at  Cincinnati,  where  he  attended  two  courses  of  lectures. 
June  13,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Israel 
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and  Maria  (Hoover)  Johnson.  She  was  born  in  Fulton  County, 
this  State,  Ma}-  29,  1863.   To  them  two  children  have  been 

born — -Beatrice  and  Ulysses  Scudder — -born  respectively  May  i, 
188 j;.  ami  January  10,  1886.  In  politics  Dr.  Wilson  is  a  Republi- 
can. Thoui^h  vounf(  in  his  profession,  he  is  a  verv  successful 
practitioner.  He  has  already  built  up  quite  an  extensive  practice 
at  MacVt  and  he  promises  to  become  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  Miami  County.   His  portrait  appears  in  this  volume. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Butler  Township — ^Natural  Features — Early  Occupants — 
First  Whitb  Settlbrs — ^Early  Mills — ^Religious  His- 
tory— ^First  Occurrences — Peoria— Santa  Fe. 

BUTLER  Township  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Wabash  River:  on  the  east  by  Wabash  County,  on  the 
i5uuth  bv  I  larrison  Township:  on  the  west  by  Washington  Town- 
ship, and  includes  a  superlicial  area,  equivalent  to  about  thirty- 
two  square  miles.  Wabash  and  Mississinewa  Rivers  afford 
ample  drainage  for  the  northern  part  of  the  Township  while 
Pipe  Creek  and  its  tributaries  water  and  drain  the  southern 
portion.  The  Mississinewa  flows  in  a  northwesterly  direction 
and  in  its  course  passes  through  one  of  the  most  fertile  and 
well  developed  agricultural  districts  of  Miami  County.  The  sur- 
face of  the  township  is  agreeably  varied;  that  portion  bordering 
an  the  water  courses  being  level  while  a  short  distance  back  the 
countrv  presents  a  series  of  rolling  but  fertile  hills.  The  south- 
ern half  may  be  described  as  quite  level  with  undulations  at 
irregular  intervals.  The  soil  presented  by  the  surface  of  the 
country  varies  with  each  locality.  Along  the  river  bottoms  it  is 
very  fertile  and  produces  immense  crops  of  com,  while  the 
broken  portions,  though  not  so  rich  in  vegetable  matter  are  very 
productive  and  well  adapted  to  wheat  and  the  other  cereals. 
The  southern  part  of  the  Township  is  characteri/.cd  bv  a  black 
loam  soil  which  responds  generously  to  proper  cultivation.  Before 
disturbed,  this  region  was  heavily  timbered  and  some  gigantic 
trees  still  exist  as  silent  monuments  of  the  past  grandeur  of 
these  forests.  While  much  valuable  timber  was  rutlilessly 
(lest roved  hv  the  early  settlers  in  clearing  their  lands;  and  later 
immense  quantities  were  lavishly  sacriticed  to  the  demands  of 
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trade,  there  still  remains  a  sutiiciency  for  all  practical  purposes 
for  years  to  come.  The  leading  varieties  of  native  trees  are 
walnut,  hickory,  sugar  tree,  beech,  ash,  Imsswood,  several  kinds  of 
oak,  elm  and  sassafras,  among  which  originally  grew  a  dense 
undergrowth  of  spice  brush,  pawpaw,  grapevine,  &c.,  &c.  These 
woods,  when  first  seen  bv  white  men,  were  infested  with  all 
kinds  of  game,  tlie  pursuit  of  which  afforded  many  of  the  early 
adventurers  a  means  of  profit  as  well  as  amusement.  Deer 
roamed  the  country  in  vast  herds  and  it  required  no  extraordinary 
skill  on  the  part  of  the  huntsman  to  kill  eight  or  ten  of  these 
animals  without  changing  his  position.  Mr.  Sullivan  states  that 
deer  would  frequently  come  up  to  his  yard  fence  and  upon  one 
occasion  immediately  after  the  completion  of  his  first  residence, 
three  or  four  very  large  ones  deliberately  walked  up  and  looked 
through  the  back  window.  Wolves  were  also  numerous  and 
gave  the  early  settlers  considerable  annoyance  by  frequently 
raiding  the  pig  pens  and  barn  yards.  By  far  the  most  trouble- 
some animals  however,  were  a  species  of  the  wild  hog;  long, 
gaunt  and  savage  creatures,  which  had  run  wild  in  course  of 
nature.  They  would  frequently  attack  the  domestip  hogs  and 
literatty  cut  them  to  pieces  with  dieir  sharp  tusks.  Dogs  learned 
by  sad  experience  to  let  these  monsters  of  the  woods  alone,  and 
they  were  only  gotten  rid  of  by  the  rifles  of  the  settlers.  The 
other  game  of  this  part  of  the  country  were  turkeys,  raccoons, 
squirrels,  foxes,  an  occasional  bear,  wild  geese  and  duck  on  the 
water  courses  and  an  abundance  of  the  finny  tribe  in  the  streams. 
This  was  indeed  a  veritable  hunter's  paradise,  and  upon  the 
abundance  of  game  thus  afforded,  the  early  pioneer  mainlv  sub- 
sisted until  they  could  clear  and  bring  their  lands  into  cultiva- 
tion. 

As  is  well  known,  Butler  Township  was  formerly  the  hunt- 
ing ground  and  dwelling  place  of  the  Miami  Tribe  of  Indians 
and  is  still  the  home  of  a  scattered  remnant  of  that  once  powerful 
people.  It  was  here  that  their  noted  Chief,  Francis  Godfroy  li\  ed, 
and  in  an  Indian  graveyard,  on  the  farm  of  his  son,  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  ^  near  the  Mississinewa  River,  his  remains,  with  many 
Other  noted  men  of  his  tribe,  lie  buried.  Near  tiiis  spot  is  point- 
ed out  a  place,  where,  many  years  ago  is  said  to  have  been 
fought  a  bloody  battle  between  detachments  of  hostile  tribes,  but 
all  information  concerning  the  engagement,  is  pureK'  legendarv. 
Hutler  Town.^hip  was  organized  as  a  separate  jurisdiction  on  the 
first  day  of  September,  1841.  Under  the  order  providing  for 
the  organization,  an  election  was  held  a  little  later  tfie  same  year 
at  the  cabin  of  Isaac  Litzenbarger  on  the  present  site  of  Peoria 
for  the  purpose  of  choosing  the  necessary  township  officials. 
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The  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  Samuel  Robertson.  Unfortu- 
nately the  names  of  the  other  officers  could  not  be  learned. 

7%e  I^h'si  Sr///rmefi/s  within  the  limits  of  Butler  were  made 
by  emigrants  from  Pennsvlvania  and  Oliio.  A  large  portion  of 
the  northern  part  of  the  township  was  included  in  the  stnp  donated 
by  the  Government  to  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  and  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  settlers  several  years  before  the  south- 
em  half  came  into  market,  the  latter  at  that  time  forming  a  part 
of  the  great  Miami  ^Reservation,  which  was  not  opened  for  set- 
tlement till  lato  in  the  forties.  Tht-  first  sale  of  land  took  place 
in  1840,  at  which  time  a  number  of  men,  a\  .uliiig  themselves  of 
the  opportunities  thus  offered  of  securing  cheap  homes,  purchased 
tracts  m  various  parts  of  the  township,  to  which  they  moved 
their  families  soon  after.  The  first  actual  settler,  however,  made 
his  appearance  the  year  prior  to  that  date,  and  laid  claim  to  a 
piece  of  land  in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  township  near 
the  \\  abash  County  line.  He  was  a  Pennsvlvanian  by  the  name 
of  VVilhelm,  and  the  site  of  his  original  settlement  was  on  the 
land  owned  at  this  time  by  J.  Long.  After  a  short  residence  in 
that  locality,  he  sold  his  claim  to  Isaac  Litzenbarger  and  moved 
about  two  miles  southwest  of  the  present  nte  of  Peoria  village, 
choosing  for  his  home  what  is  now  the  Johnson  farm,  when  his 
death  occurred  over  thirty  years  ago.  James  Clayton  came  a 
short  time  before  the  land  sale  also,  and  settled  on  tlie  north 
bank  of  the  Mtssissinewa  river,  opposite  the  village  of  Peoria, 
where  he  subsequently  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land,  a  oart 
of  which  is  owned  at  this  time  by  J.  L.  Farrar,  of  Peru.  Mr. 
Clayton  was  a  man  of  many  e.vcellent  qualities,  and  is  remembered 
as  a  verv  civil  and  trustworthy  citizen.  His  death,  six  years  later, 
was  one  of  the  early  events  of  the  kind  in  the  township.  Another 
pioneer  of  1S39  was  Benjamin  Barnes,  who  settled  first  where 
Joseph  Boyer  now  lives,  a  short  distance  west  of  Peoria.  He  sub- 
sequently disjwsed  of  his  claim  to  Frederick  Wilds,  and  bought 
land  north  of  the  Mississinewa.  where  he  made  a  number  of  substan- 
tial improvements.  He,  with  a  bruther  and  two  other  men,  was 
accidentally  drowned  a  number  of  pears  ago  at  the  feeder  dam  in 
Peru,  while  rafting  logs  down  the  nver.  Hugh  Banks  made  the 
first  improvements  on  what  is  now  the  Boyer  farm,  the  site  of 
Barnes*  original  settlement,  as  early  as  1839,  but  did  little  besides 
erecting  a  rude  cabin  for  the  reception  of  his  family.  Unlike  many 
of  the  early  settlers  of  a  new  county,  he  was  possessed  of  coiisider- 
able  means,  w  iiich  enabled  him  to  purchase  several  valuable  tracts 
of  land  in  Wabash  County,  to  which  he  removed  after  a  brief  resi- 
dence upon  his  original  cmim.  Thomas  Clayton,  brother  of  James 
Clayton,  and  son-in-law  of  Benjamin  Barnes,  settled  on  land 
adjoining  the  latter's  place  prior  to  1840,  and  was  a  resident  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


538 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


township  until  his  death,  which  occurred  a  number  of  years  ago. 

In  the  year  1840  Isaac  and  John  Litzenbargcr  became  resi- 
dents of  the  township,  the  former  purchasing  the  Wilhelm  claim 
north  of  Peoria,  and  the  latter  settling  where  he  still  lives  on  the 
present  site  of  the  village.  They  came  to  this  counlv  from  l*enn- 
sylvania,  and  were  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Miami  CouiUy. 
Isacc  died  about  ten  or  twelve  \  cars  ago,  and  John  is  the  oldest 
resident  of  Butler  at  this  time.  In  company  with  the  Litz- 
enbargers  came  James  Beard,  who  resided  near  Peoria,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  he  purchased  a  fine  tract  of  land.  About 
that  time,  or  perhaps  a  little  earlier,  Moses  Falk  came  to  this 
county  and  established  a  trading  post,  where  Peoria  now  stands, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  carried  on  a  successful  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  purchasing  valuable  tracts  of  land  in  the  meantime,  which 
he  subsequenth  disposed  of  at  good  financial  profits.  He  after- 
wards moved  to  Peru,  in  which  city  his  death  occurred  several 
years  ago. 

John,  David  and  Benjamin  Hahn,  with  another  brother  (name 
unknown),  were  reported  to  have  setded  south  of  Peoria  early  in 

the  year  1840,  and  about  ilie  same  time  one  Salnuel  Robertson, 
a  son-in-law  of  Benjamin  Beard,  was  living  near  the  latter^s  place 
in  the  vicinil}'  of  the  village. 

Prominent  among  the  arrivals  of  184 1  was  Joseph  Votaw,  who 
settled  the  summer  of  that  year  on  land  which  he  had  previously  pur- 
chased in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  township.  Mr.  Votaw  describes 
his  first  habitation  as  having  been  a  hastily  improvised  structure, 
rest-mblin'j^  in  its  make  up,  an  Indian  wigwam  co\'ered  wiih  a  ti'nt 
clotli,  thf  I'oiistruction  of  which  required  the  united  labors  of  him- 
self and  wife  for  about  two  or  three  hours.  In  this  rude  shelter  the 
pioneer  family  managed  to  live  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  comfort, 
until  a  better,  but  less  picturesque  building  of  logs,  could  be  erected 
hard  by.  With  the  energy  characteristic  of  the  man,  Mr,  Votaw 
soon  had  a  respectable  area  of  land  in  cultivation,  and  in  connection 
with  his  earlv  efforts  at  farming  started  a  blacksniilli  shop,  the  first 
in  the  township,  which  he  carried  on  with  encouraging  success 
for  many  }rears.  He  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  moral  as  well  as 
material  development  of  the  county,  and  is  still  an  honored  resident 
of  the  township.  The  next  setder  deserving  of  special  mention  w  as 
Jonah  Sullivan,  who,  while  on  a  tour  of  inspection  in  1836,  selected 
a  hotnr  site  in  .section  3,  township  26,  north  range  5,  east,  which 
he  purciiased  at  the  land  sale  in  1840.  Soon  after  securing  his  land 
Mr.  Sullivan  went  back  to  his  native  State  (Ohio),  and  the  follow- 
ing year,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  the 
meantime,  returned  to  his  new  home  in  the  wildi  rness  of  the  Mis- 
sissinewa,  where  unfortunate! v  no  shelter  of  aiiv  kind  awaited  them. 
He  states  that  over  two  weeks  were  required  to  make  the  trip,  and 
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that  aU  their  household  goods,  provisions,  farmit^g  unplements,  etc^ 
were  hauled  in  a  single  wagon,  which  at  frequent  intervals  mired  to 
the  hubs  in  the  muddy  and  almost  impassible  roads.   Mr.  Sullivan's 

brother  accompanied  him  as  assistant  on  the  journev,  and  the  two, 
after  an  immense  amount  of  hard  work  cutting  a  was  through  the 
dense  woods,  prying  the  wagon  out  of  the  mire,  etc.,  finally  reached  * 
their  destination,  where  a  shelter,  much  after  the  fashion  of  the  one 
described  above,  was  hastily  prepared.  Qotte  a  number  of  Indians 
pasnng  and  repassing  while  the  goods  were  being  unloaded,  caused 
the  yount^^er  brother  no  little  uneasiness,  <\ud  as  soon  as  the  tent  was 
pitched  he  look  his  departure  for  what  he  considered  safer  quarters, 
leaving  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  alone  in  their  wild  forest  home.  The 
jAa.ce  of  settlement  being  remote  from  a  spring  or  stream  of  any 
kind,  and  water  being  an  important  item,  Mr.  SuUivan  determined 
first  of  all  to  dig  a  well  and  after  that  to  erect  his  dwelling* 
Accordingly  an  eHgible  site  was  fixed  upon  and  in  due  course  of 
time  the  hoii-  was  completed,  but  the  months  dragged  bv  until  the 
latter  part  of  December  before  the  family  exchanged  the  original 
residence  for  a  better  one.  Mr.  Sullivan,  against  the  advice  of  sev. 
eral  of  his  neighbors,  determined  to  erect  a  nouse  more  in  conform- 
ity with  his  ideas  of  comfort  than  the  conventional  round  pole  shan^ 
of  the  period,  and  accordingly  took  his  time  in  preparint;  the  neces- 
sary materials  for  the  same.  The  building,  although  a  log  struc- 
ture, was  a  story  and  a  half  high,  smoothed  down  both  in  side  and 
out,  and  for  many  years  was  considered  the  best  dwelling  in  the 
township.  It  was  subsecjuently  abandoned  for  a  more  modem  dwel- 
ling, but  is  still  standing  m  a  remarkable  state  of  preservation.  Mr. 
Sullivan  resided  upon  his  original  purchase  until  1874,  when  he 
moved  to  Peru,  of  which  city  he  is  at  this  time  an  honored  resident. 
Job  Morris  settled  oti  land  adjoining  the  Votaw  farm  in  1841  and 
18  remembered  as  one  of  the  substantial  pioneers  of  the  towhship. 
He  purchased  three  eighty  acre  tracts  in  the  vicinity,  but  subse- 
quently disposed  of  the  same  and  moved  to  Illinois.  Isaac  Deeter 
came  the  later  part  of  1841  or  early  in  1842,  and  made  a  settleint-nt 
south  of  the  river  near  Peoria.  William  Parks  located  in  tlie  \  icin- 
ity  of  Peoria  in  an  early  day,  as  did  iUso  Rev.  Jo.seph  Davis,  a  min- 
ister of  the  Baptist  Church,  who  visited  the  county  at  intervals  sev- 
eral years  before  making  a  permanent  settlement.  After  1841  and 
1842  settlements  began  to  multiply  quite  rapidly,  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  name  the  pioneers  in  the  order  of  their  arr^^•al  or  to  give  any- 
thing like  a  full  and  complete  list  of  them.  The  following,  however, 
with  those  already  enumerated,  constitute  the  majority  of  the  pio- 
neers in  northern  Sutler,  to-wit :  Edmund  Wright,  near  the  Wabash 
County  line;  Michael  Bradley,  near  the  Votaw  farm;  Jacob  HefBey, 
one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Peoria:  Adam  Fanaler,  southeast  of 
Peoria,  where  he  is  now  living;  John  Davidson,  near  the  central  part 
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of  the  township;  Jonathan  ('  Speck'*)  Johnson  on  the  Wilhekn 
place ;  William  Cipher,  one  mile  southeast  of  Peoria;^  Sanniid  Ram- 
sey in  the  same  locality ;  Mr.  Bosden,  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
\'illaf(e;  Henry  Watts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town;  Zachariah  Wallick 
in  the  western  part  of  the  township;  James  and  Thomas  Keyes,  near 
the  central  part;  Thomas  Timmons,  Joseph  Werhle,  David  and 
William  Miller,  James  Long  and  Jeptha  Long»  near  Peoria;  John 
King,  John  Fegley,  Solomon  Fegley,  Samuel  luem,  Benjamin  Wal- 
lick and  J.  Thomas,  whose  places  of  settlement  are  at  present 
unknown.  The  earliest  settlement  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town- 
ship was  made  late  in  the  titties  by  the  Feniniores,  who  in  1848, 
projected  and  laid  out  the  village  of  Santa  Fe.  Others  came  in  dur- 
ing the  following  two  years  and  by  1850  every  part  of  the  township 
was  settled  by  an  intelligent  and  thrifty  population. 

J/f7/s. — ^The  first  mill  patronized  by  the  early  settlers  of  north- 
ern Butler  was  a  sm.ill  \n*^  mill  in  Wabash  County,  erected  by  the 
j^eneral  i^overnment  for  tin-  Indians,  prior  to  1840.  The  llrst  mill 
in  the  township  was  built  at  i'eoria,  in  1845,  by  Isaac  Liueiibarger. 
Thex>riginal  structure  was  a  primidve  log  buolding,  supplied  with 
machinery  for  sawing  lumber,  and  one  run  of  nigger  head  burrs, 
>vhich  ground  a  very  coarse  article  of  flour.  After  operating  the 
mill  several  years  Mr.  Litzenbarger  sold  out  to  Dr.  Helm.  It  was 
afterwards  burned  down,  but  has  since  been  rebuilt,  and  is  still  in 
operation,  belonging  at  this  time  to  the  heirs  of  E.  II.  Shirk,  of 
Peru.  With  the  exception  of  several  steam  saw-miUs  operated  at 
different  times,  the  above  is  the  <mly  mill  of  any  kind  in  the  town^ 
ship. 

77/ «'  Rclif^iarisi  History  of  Butler  dates  from  its  earliest  settle- 
ment, though  no  attempts  were  made  towards  the  organization  of 
churches  until  a  number  of  years  later.  The  first  religious  service 
of  which  there  is  any  definite  knowledge  was  held  at  the  cabin  of 
Mr.  Beard,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Beloit,  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  the 
year  1841.  Ministers  of  several  denominations  began  visiting  the 
settlements  about  that  time,  holding  services  in  cabins  and  groves, 
which  w  ere  attended  by  the  early  settlers  for  manv  miles  around. 
These  meetings  were  the  means  of  accomplishing  much  good, 
and  served  to  check  many  of  the  prevalent  evils  of  the  times.  A 
number  of  settlers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  attended  meetings  of  that  de- 
nomination in  Wabash  County,  where  a  society  was  ori^^anized 
at  quite  an  early  day.  The  Christians  organized  a  societ\'  in 
Peoria  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  erected  the  first  house  of 
worship  there  in  1856.  This  organization  was  never  strong  in 
numbers,  and  at  this  time  no  services  arc  held*  The  Presbyter- 
ians organized  a  society  in  the  township  some  vears  since,  which  is 
Still  maintained.   The  Methodists  have  a  small  class  and  a  neat  house 
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of  worship  at  the  village  of  Santa  Fe,  at  which  place  the  Dunk- 
ards  alao  hold  services  at  regular  intervals*  using  the  school 

house  for  a  meeting  place. 

The  first  frame  dwelling  houses  in  the  township  were  built 
by  Joel  Davis,  Job  Morris  and  Joseph  \'otaw»  and  in  1841  the 
first  >  orchard  was  planted  by  Jonah  SuUivan,  die  trees  of  whidi 
were  obtained  from  Matthias  Moyer*s  nursery  in  Richland  Town« 
ship.  James  Clayton  and  Joseph  Votaw  set  out  orchards  about 
the  same  lime,  a  number  of  the  tires  of  which  are  still  standing, 
bearing  fruit.  The  first  marriage  celebraii  cl  in  the  township  was 
that  of  James  Wilhelm  to  Nancy  White  in  1841.  Probably  the 
first  bir&i  was  that  of  Frank  Litzenbarger,  bom  to  Isaac  and 
Sarah  Litzenbarger  in  1841.  William  Sullivan,  Esq.,  of  Peru, 
son  of  Jonah  and  LfOuisa  Sullivan,  was  bom  here,  and  early  in 
the  forties  births  occurred  in  the  family  of  Joseph  Votaw. 

Among  the  earliest  deaths  in  the  township  was  that  of  ^^r. 
Ullery,  who  was  killed  by  Mr.  Wilhelm,  Sr.  It  appears  that 
Wilhelm  had  a  daughter  to  whom  UUery  desired  to  pay  hijs 
respects.  This  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  thi  father,  who 
forbade  the  young  man  entering  the  house.  The  lover'  how- 
ever, failing  to  comply  with  this  request,  continued  his  \isits. 
This,  with  other  things,  so  exasperated  Wilhelm  that,  upon  one 
occasion,  he  shot  the  young  man,  at  the  same  time  hailuvving  so 
as  to  attract  the  attention  of  his  son,  who  came  out  of  the  house 
and  fired,  but,  as  he  persisted  afterward,  at  random.  Ullery  was 
killed,  and  the  son,  who  was  supposed  to  have  committed  the 
bloody  deed,  was  arrested,  tried  and  sentenced  to  the  penitenti- 
ary. The  father,  just  before  his  deatii  acknowledged  tiring  the 
fatal  shot,  upon  which  the  son  was  released.  Another  very 
early  death  was  that  of  Washington  Godfroy,  son  of  Chief 
Francis  Godfroy*  He  was  struck  by  lightning  in  the  presence 
of  a  white  man  and  a  number  of  Indians,  and  instantly  killed. 
This  Created  the  wildest  excitement  among  the  Indians,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  hundreds  from  different  villages  were  assembled 
to  witness  the  sad  spectacle.  James  Clayton  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Clayton  died  many  years  ago  and  were  among  the  earliest  per^ 
sons  buried  in  the  Cla3'ton  graveyard  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  the  township.  A  couple  of  children  of  Michael  Bradley  were 
^early  buried  in  the  same,  as  were  also  several  Indians,  names 
unknown. 

Village  of  Peoria  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississinewa  River  in  Section  10,  Township  26,  North  Range 
5  East,  and  dates  its  histor>'   from   1849.  ^^"^ 

which  the  village  stands,  was  purchased  in  an  early  day  by  Isaac 
Litzenbarger,  w  iio,  to  further  the  interests  of  the  locality,  laid  out 
the  town  in  October  of  the  above  year.    The  original  plan  of  the 
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town  consisted  of  th]rty'>six  lots  and  four  streets,  viz.:  HtU,  Walr 
nut,  High  and  Race.  Mr.  Litsenbarger  opened  a  ^^^eneral  store 
about  the  time  the  lots  were  surveyed,  and  sold  ^oods  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  thereafter.  Previous  to  that  time,  however,  Moses 
Falk,  to  whom  reference  has  already  been  made,  established  a  trad- 
ing post  on  the  town  »te,  and  during  the  early  settlements  of  the 
county  carried  on  a  successful  traffic  with  the  Indians.  Mr.  McClain 
was  an  early  merchant  of  the  village,  and  since  about  the  year 
1865  the  commercial  business  of  the  town  has  been  carried  on  at 
at  different  times  by  Ira  Litzenhar<^cr.  John  Lieurance,  Samuel 
Jameson,  Noah  Minnick.  and  the  present  merchant,  James  A.  Long. 
William  Luce  settled  in  the  village  in  an  early  day,  and  worked  at 
the  tailor's  trade.  Among  the  earliest  residents  was  John  Younce, 
who  operated  the  first  blacksmith  shop.  Peoria  was  never  a  place 
of  much  importance,  and  at  this  time  has  one  general  store,  kept 
by  Mr.  Long,  and  a  blacksmith  and  repair  shop  carried  on  In  lohn 
liahn.    The  last  physician  of  the  village  was  Dr.  Frank  Black. 

Santa  Fe, — ^The  little  village  of  Santa  Fe  is  situated  in  the  ex* 
treme, southern  part  of  the  township,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of 
Section  32,  Township  36,  North,  Range  5  East,  and  was  laid  out 
May,  1S84,  by  Ebenezer  Fenimore.  An  additicm  of  26  lots  was 
made  to  the  town  in  January,  1850,  bv  Matthew  Fenimore.  one  of 
the  Hrst  settlers  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  One  ot  the 
first  residents  of  the  village  was  William  S.  White,  who  erected  a 
business  house  and  engaged  in  merchandising  as  early  perhaps  as 
1848*  Messrs.  Bond  &  Harper  brought  a  stock  to  the  place  about 
the  same  time  and  sold  goods  for  a  period  of  two  or  three  years. 
Nelson  McGraw  kept  a  general  store  durinij  the  early  history  of 
tlie  place,  as  did  also  Samuel  Metret,  David  Bowers,  Noah  Reese, 
Thomas  Jones,  Henry  Bowers,  Noah  Bowers  and  others.  David  '* 
Jewells,  William  Kessler,  Noah  Reese,  David  Jones  and  a  Mr. 
Frick  were  among  the  early  mechanics,  and  Drs.  Hendricks, 
Barnes,  Ginther,  Stewart,  Foraker,  Pence  and  Pugh  practiced  the 
healing  art  from  time  to  time.  An  industry  of  the  place  was  a 
mill  erected  on  Pipe  Creek  by  Messrs.  Fenimore  &  Britton,  who 
operated  it  for  a  period  of  about  eighteen  or  twenty  \'ears.  They 
sold  to  Solomon  Stout,  who  ran  it  for  some  time  in  partnership 
with  Thomas  Clayton.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1869  or  1870, 
and  afterwards  rebuilt  by  Amos  West.  The  present  proprietor  is» 
John  Thorn,  who  is  doing  a  fair  business. 

Until  the  construction  of  the  Pan  Handle  railroad  through 
the  county  a  couple  of  miles  distant,  Santa  Fe  enjoyed  the  repu- 
tation of  one  of  the  best  country  villages  in  IVfiami  County*  but 
the  completion  of  the  road  and  the  consequent  springing  up  of 
towns  in  the  county,  proved  an  effectual  check  to  its  furiher 
development.    It  still  commands  a  respectable  proportion  of  the 
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cuirent  trade,  and  supports  a  couple  of  general  stores  and  about 
the  usual  uumber  of  shops  found  in  a  country  'village.  The 
Methodttts  have  an  organization  wad  a  neat  house  of  worship  in 
the  town,  and  the  Dunkards  have  preaching  at  regular  intervals 

in  the  school  house. 

BIOGAAPHIOAL  SKSTCUE8. 

GE0R(;E  BINKERD,  of  Butler  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  born  near  Miller's  Etidy, 
December  20,  1816,  being  next  eldest  in  a  family'  of  twelve 
children  bom  to  John  and  Elizabeth  (Buzard)  Binkerd,  who 
were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  state,  receiving  a  limited  educa- 
tion, mostly  obtained  by  working  and  paying  his  own  tuition. 
In  1845  he  emigrated  to  and  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives.  November  7,  1850,  his  marriage  with  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  John  Miller,  was  solemnized  and  to  their  union  three 
sons  have  been  bom,  viz.:  James  P.,  who  married  Martha  McDow- 
ell. Jacob,  whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Difert,  and  Isaac  E.,  the 
hnter  living  at  home  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Rinkerd  has  always 
made  farming  his  occupation,  and  he  has  been  very  successful. 
He  now  owns  280  acres  of  well  improved  land.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  but  he  does  not  allow  party  bias  or  prejudice  to 
control  his  vote.  His  property  is  the  accumulation  of  his  own 
industrv  and  economy.  lie  tirst  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  at 
which  he  was  engaged  one  year,  and  at  intervals  cleared  on  his 
land. 

OLIVER  BORDBN,  a  prominent  and  early  settler  of  But- 
ler Township,  is  a  native  of  Hamilton  Coimty,  Ohio,  where  he 

was  born  December  17,  1829,  being  the  eldest  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  born  to  John  and  Jane  (Ackley)  Borden,  who  were 
both  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Scotch-Swede  descent. 
The  mother  came  with  her  parents  to  Hamilton  County  about 
1808  or  x8io,  and  the  father  came  to  that  county  about  1823. 
They  emigrated  from  there  to  Indiana,  and  settled  in  Miami 
County  in  1848,  of  which  they  continued  residents  until  their 
death.  Our  immediate  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  hi.s 
native  county.  He  received  a  conmion  school  education.  April 
4,  1852,  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Benner  was  solemnized  and 
.  to  their  union  four  children  were  bom,  of  which  only  this  one  is 
now-living^ — Jpseph.  May  20,  1857,  Mr.  Borden  suffered  the  be- 
reavement of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  November  20,  i860,  his 
and  Sarah  A.  Blood's  nuptials  were  celebrated,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  these  three  now  living:  Al- 
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bert,  Mark  and  Alice.  His  bUher  was  a  cooper,  and  he  learned 
in  early  life  that  trade,  continuing  to  follow  it  until  1826,  when, 
for  the  five  or  six  years  immediately  subsequent,  he  divided  his 
attention  between  his  trade  and  farming,  since  which  time  he  has 
ioUowed  agricultural  pursuits  exclusively,  and  he  has  been  very 
successfuL  He  now  owns  160  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  he  was  honored  with  an  election  to  the  ofTlce 
of  Township  Trustee,  which  he  filled  in  a  very  crrditable  manner. 

JAMES  BOWERS,  of  Butler  Township,  is  a  native  of  Scioto 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  bom  July  26,  1828,  being  the  only 
child  born  t(j  George  and  Mary  (Deaver)  Bowers,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Maryland,  respectively.  They  emigrated  to 
Indiana  and  Miami  County  in  the  year  1848  and  settled  in  Harri- 
son, living  there  until  their  death.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his 
native  state  and  received  a  common  school  education.  June  13, 
1850,  his  marriage  with  Martha  M.  Sitt  was  solemnized,  and  to 
their  union  thirteen  children  were  born,  of  which  these  three  are 
now  living:  Thomas  J.,  who  married  Margaret  Kessler;  Charles 
S.,  whose  wife  was  Flora  Ogborn;  Maggie  F.,  wife  of  Ira  McLane. 
Marv  grew  to  womanhood  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
Mr.  Bowers  has  always  made  farming  his  occupation  and  he  has 
been  very  successful  in  that  pursuit.  He  now  owns  220  acres  of 
of  well-improved  land.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
always  manifests  a  good  live  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
coufUv  and  communitv  in  which  he  lives,  where  he  enjovs  the 
ri'spect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  Ijiin.  He  was  honored 
with  an  election  to  the  ofiice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1882. 

JOHN  S.  CONN,  a  leading  pioneer  of  Butler  Township, 
IS  a  native  of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  born  near  Salem,  Janu- 
ary 24,  1842,  being  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children 
born  to  Joseph  H.  and  Alice  A.  (Pierce)  Conn,  who  were  natives 
of  Ohio  and  Virginia  respecUvely,  the  former  of  Irish  descent; 
the  latter  dying  in  1846  Utile  is  known  of  her  origin.  Subject's 
father  emigrated  to  Indiana  in  185 1,  locating  in  Wabash  County, 
and  died  there  July  22,  i860,  since  which  time  John  S.  has 
been  upon  his  own  resources.  He  had  obtained  a  common 
school  education,  such  as  was  to  be  acquired  in  the  primitive 
log  school  houses  of  those  days.  August  22,  1863,  occurred  his  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  A.  Manning,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of 
Silas  and  Lydia  Manning.  To  this  union  one  child,  Milo  P., 
was  born.  August  5,  187^,  Mr.  Conn  suffered  the  berea\  ement 
of  losing  his  wife.    September   10,   1875,  Martha  J. 

Webb's  nuptials  were  celebrated.  August  14,  1878,  death  re- 
moved Mr.  Conn's  second  wife.  March  11,  1880,  Martha  A. 
Wright  became  his  wife,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
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two  children,  Omer  C.,  and  LetUe  L.  His  occupation  has  always 
been  farming,  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now  owns 
1 88  acres  oF  improved  land.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  holding  membership  in  Miami  Lodge,  No.  52,  both  Subordi- 
nate and  Encampment.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  and  he 
always  manifests  a  good,  live  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of 
the  county  and  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  at  present 
acting  as  the  Central  Committeeman  for  his  precinct. 

GEORGE  S.  EVANS,  a  citizen  of  Butler  Township,  is  a 
native  of  the  adjoining  County  of  Cass,  where  he  was  born  Decem- 
ber 9,  1842,  being  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  children,  born  to 
Hugh  and  Mar}-  E.  (Oliver)  Evan.s,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia 
and  Indiana,  respectively,  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Cass  Coun^.  Both  died  before  our  subject  had  attained  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  he  was  at  that  early  age  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources.  He  engaged  in  1858  with  John  W.  Miller  as  a  farm 
hand,  with  whom  he  continued  four  years.  The  next  two  vears 
subsequent  he  rented  farms,  when,  in  1863,  he  realized  the  neces- 
sity of  the  preservation  of  our  Union,  and  when  the 
country  needed  aid,  enlisted  in  Company  G,  128th  Indiana  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  as  private,  where  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  and  was  honorably  dischnrrrrd  at  Iiidianapcjlis  April  20,  1866. 
He  participated  in  the  following  important  engagements:  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  Atlanta,  Franklin,  Tenn.,  Dalton,  Ga.,  Resaca,  Ga., 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Lost  Moimtain,  Burnt  Hickory,  Rough  and 
Ready,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy,  Columbia,  Kingston,  N.  C.  Septem- 
ber 26,  1867,  his  marriage  with  Josephine  Tillett  was  solemnized, 
and  to  their  union  eleven  children  have  been  born,  of  which  these 
ten  are  now  living:  Mary  A.,  Nora  K.,  Susanna,  Hattie  P., 
Jessie  M.,  Gracie  O.,  Ira  M.,  Geo.  E.,  Frank  O.,  and  Carl  G.  The 
deceased  child  was  James  H.,  who  died  November  5,  1884,  aged 
four  years.  Our  subject  has  always  made  farming  his  occupation, 
and  he  has  been  very  successful;  he  owns  507  acres  of  improved 
land;  he  is  a  member  of  the  T.  O,  O.  F.,  both  Subordinate  and  En- 
campment, and  G.  A.  R.  fraternities.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  he  has  always  manifested  a  tjfood  lively  interest  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  county  and  communi^  in  whidi  he  lives,  where  he  has 
been  honored  wim  the  election,  in  1882,  to  the  office  of  County 
Commissioner,  and  as  a  recognition  of  the  creditable  manner  in  which 
he  filled  that  oflice  he  was  re-elected. 

JOHN  B.  IDDING,  a  resident  of  Butler  Township,  was  born 
in  Peru  Township,  August  i,  1847,  being  the  youngest  of  seven 
children,  bom  to  John  D.  and  Susan  (Hoover)  'iddings,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio,  both  of  German  descent.  The\'  emigrated  from 
there  to  Miami  County  about  1840,  locating  in  Feru.  A  gunsmith 
.  by  trade;  he  established  a  shop  which  he  carried  on  about  twenty- 
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five  years.  A  part  of  the  time  he  owned  and  operated  a  farm. 
About  1865,  he  closed  his  gun  shop  and  devoted  his  i  ntire  atten- 
tion to  farming  in  whicli  he  was  successful,  owning  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  a  good  farm.  He  died  in  June,  1880,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  68  years.  He  e.xperienced  religion  a  short  time  before  his 
death  and  united  with  the  Catholic  Church.  He  formerly  was  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternity.  The  immediate  subject  lived 
with  his  parents  until  their  death,  receiving  a  common  school  education. 
October  2,  1S77,  his  marriage  with  ^larv  lluber,  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  was  solemnized  and  to  their  union  these  three  children  have 
been  born;  Kdward,  Samuel  and  iMary.  He  has  always  made 
farming  his  occupation  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now 
owns  over  200  acres  of  impro\H  d  land.  He  is  a.  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

JONATHAN  JOHNSON,  better  known  as  "Spectacle" 
Johnson,  a  prominent  citi/en  of  Butler  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  born  near  the  town  of  Greeidge,  Augmt  8,  181 2, 
being  the  third  in  a  family  of  nine  children  bom  to  Robert  and 
Dolly  (Patterson)  Johnson,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  New 
England  Stales.  They  emigrated  to  Ohio  by  wagon,  coming  to 
I'illsburg,  then  down  the  Ohio  on  a  flat-boat,  and  locating  in 
Hamilton,  where  they  ever  afterward  lived  until  their  death. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  there,  receiving  a  common 
education,  such  as  the  facilities  of  those  days  afforded — such  as 
was  to  be  obtained  in  the  primitive  log  school  houses.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  was  bound  apprentice  to  learn  the  cooper's 
trade  for  four  years  and  nine  months,  when  he  engaged  in  that 
trade  for  himself.  Februaiy  26,  1836,  his  marriage  with  Rebecca 
Miller  was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union  five  children  have 
been  bom,  of  which  four  are  now  living,  viz. :  Elizabeth  J.,  wife 
of  Joaiah  Hann;  James  L.,  who  married  Mary  May;  WUliam, 
whose  wife  was  Marv  A.  Kevcs,  and  Jf)nathan.  Jr.,  whose  consort 
was  Phoebe  J.  Armantrout.  July  17,  1871,  Mr.  Johnson  suffered 
the  bereavement  of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  November  9,  1874, 
his  and  Elian  J.  Wilson's  nuptials  were  celebrated.  Their  union 
was  of  comparatively  short  duration,  she  dying  August  12,  1878. 
October  4,  1883,  Lorenia  Daley  became  his  wife.  In  1849 
emigrated  to  Miami  Counts  Indiana,  settling  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives.  Since  1873  he  has  devotccl  his  entire  attention 
to  farming,  prior  to  which  time  he  followed  coopering  and  farm- 
ing together,  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now  owns 
forty  acres,  and  formerly  owned  about  400  acres,  but  started  his 
childi  i  ii  in  life  each  with  a  farm.  He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E. 
and  his  wifr  of  tiu-  Presbyterian  church.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  holding  a  membership  at  Peru.    In  politics  he  is 
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a  Democrat,  and  he  was  honored  with  an  election  to  <the  office  o£ 

Township  Trustee  two  terms. 

JOHN  I.W'EXGOOD,  a  citizen  of  Butler  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  born  near  New  ]k^df(fid,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1836,  being  the  next  eldest  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children 
born  to  George  and  Barbara  (Bickel)  Lavengood,  who  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  respectively.  John  was  reared  in  his 
nati\  e  State  and  county,  remaining  at  home  and  assisting  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation such  as  the  schools  of  those  (la\  s  afforded,  hi  1857,  at  the  age 
of  21,  he  emigrated  to  Indiana  and  Mianu  County,  of  which  he  has 
nnce  remained  a  resident.  January  22,  1864,  his  marriage  with 
Margaret  J.,  daughter  of  Robert  Long,  was  solemnized,  and  to  their 
union  five  children  have  been  bom,  of  which  these  three  are  living: 
William  H.,  Levi  and  George  M.  The  deceased  children  were 
Schuyler  and  Annie  V.  His  occupation  has  always  been  farming, 
in  connection  witli  which  he  operated  a  saw-mill,  and  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  now  owns  110  acres  of  well  improved  land, 
w^hich  is  the  accummulation  of  his  own  industry  and  economy, 
besides  he  is  the  propnetor  of  80  acres  located  in  Clarke  County. 
February,  1864,  ^Ir.  Lavengood  realized  the  necessity  of  the  I'nion 
and  enhsted  in  Company  F.,  153d  Regiment  of  hidiana  \'olunteer 
Infantry,  where  he  served  until  the  war  closed.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Luthem  and  his  wife  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  politics  he  is 
a  staunch  Democrat  and  he  always  manifests  an  interest  in  the  polit. 
ical  affairs  of  the  count and  com m unity  in  which  he  lives,  where 
he  was  honored  \^  ith  an  election  to  the  otiice  o£  Township  Trustee 
in  18S4,  his  term  expiring  in  1886. 

JAMES  A.  LONG,  merchant  at  Pfeoria,  or  Reserve  Postofiice, 
embarked  in  business  in  1883,  purchasing  the  stock  of  Noah 
Minnick,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  l^isiness  for  fourteen 
years.  The  present  proprietor  carries  a  stock  of  about  $2,000, 
doing  an  annual  business  of  about  $6,000.  Mr.  Long  is  a  native 
of  Wabash  County,  born  January  1,  i860,  being  the  fourth  in  a 
fomily  of  seven  diildren  bom  to  Joseph  and  Lavina  (Lutz) 
Xxmg,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 
He  emigi'ated  to  Indiana  about  1846.  For  some  time  thereafier 
Joseph  worked  as  a  farm  liatid  at  various  places  in  Miami  and  Wabash 
Counties,  hi  the  spring  of  1850  he  went  to  Cuba,  remaining 
there  about  eighteen  months,  when  he  returned  and  located  in 
Wabash  Coimty,  living  there  imtil  1874,  when  he  removed  to 
Peoria,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident  By  occupation 
he  has  always  been  a  farmer,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. Me  is  now  the  proprietor  of  588  acres  of  land,  the 
accumulation  of  his  own  industry  and  economy.  He  is  the  father 
of   the   following   named    children:    William,   Martha,  Nancy, 
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his  education  by  attendance  at  high  school  until  i86x.  In  July 
o£  tiiat  year  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country,  enlisting  in 
Company  A,  20lh  huliana  Re<:riment  of  Vokinteer  Infantrj-,  as  a 
private,  where  he  served  for  over  three  years.  He  participated 
in  the  following  important  engagements:  Seven  days  light  at 
Chickahominy,  Chancettorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  the  litatdes  inci- 
dent; Grant's  Campaign  from  Culpepper  to  Petersburg,  and  nearly 
all  the  fights  in. which  his  regiment  took  part.  He  was  hon- 
orably dischar<rt'd  July  29,  1864  at  Indianapolis.  That  same 
vear  he  comiiieiiced  the  study  of  mt'dicine  with  Dr.  W.  II. 
Brenton,  now  of  Peru,  then  practicing  at  Reserve,  with  whom  he 
continued  four  years  during  which  time  he  took  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  at  which  he  since  has 
taked  three  and  part  of  a  fourth  course,  graduating  from  that 
'institution  in  1874.  He  has  practiced  almost  without  interruption 
since  taking  his  first  course  and  he  has  been  very  successful. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  iMasonic  fraternities.  In 
politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

JACOB  E.  MARSH,  the  next  younger  brother  of  Dr.  S.  S. 

Marsh,  was  born  January  8,  1839,  Montgomery  'County,  Ohio. 
In  early  life  he  rt'ceivcd  a  common  school  education,  and  in  1862 
he  enlisted  in  tlie  99tii  Regiment  of  V  olunteers,  in  which  he  served 
until  July,  1865,  and  was  then  honorably  discharged.  He  was  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  beginning  of  the  Seven  Days 
fight,  at  Chickahominy,  before  Richmond,  in  nearly  all  the  en- 
gagements around  which  his  regiment  participated,  lie  married 
Elizabeth  Miller,  and  they  have  the  followinc^  family  of  li\  e  children 
now  living:  Levi,  Irene,  Nora,  Delbert  and  josie,  the  last  twa 
twins. 

EDWARD  H.  MILLER,  a  citizen  of  Butler  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Peru  Township;  was  born  April  22,  1842,  being  the  next 
youngest  in  a  family  of  eiLiht  (four  now  surviving)  children,  born 
to  John  W.  and  Julia  A.  (Leas  )  Miller,  who  were  natives  of  York 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  Preble  County,  Ohio,  respectively,  the 
former  of  German  descent  The  marnage  occurred  in  Preble 
County  about  i8a6;  two  years  later,  in  1828,  they  came  to  Indiana 
and  Miami  County,  settling  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  was  born. 
They  remained  residents  of  this  county  until  their  death.  luUvard, 
H.  remained  at  home  and  assisted  his  parents  on  the  farm  uniil  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity,  which  was  supplemented  by  at- 
tendance at  Notre  Dame  College  for  one  term.  January  ai,  1864, 
his  marriage  with  Luan  Nesbit  w^as  solemnized.  .  She  was  a  dau<i;h- 
ter  of  Walter  D.  and  Luan  (Riley)  Nesbit.  To  the  union  of  Air. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  eleven  children  have  been  bom,  o£  which  these 
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seven  are  now  living:  Carrie  MaxamiUian  C,  Edward  O. 
Lome»  Jeasie»  John  W.,  and  Nellie  B.  His  occupation  is  now  farm- 
ing, in  connection  with  which  he  formerly  tkalt  in  stock,  and  he  has 
been  very  successful.  He  now  owns  238  acres  of  well  improved 
land.    In  politics,  he  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat. 

ROSS  O.  MILLER,  an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer 
of  Butler  Township,  was  born  in  Peru  Township  October  26,  1846, 
of  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  John  W.  and  Julia  A.  (Leese) 
Miller,  of  which  he  was  the  youngest.  His  parents,  natives  respec- 
tively of  Pi  nnsvlvania  and  Ohio,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Miami  County  o£  which  they  remained  residents  until  their  death. 
K068  O.  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  obtained  the  age  of  twenty- 
live  years,  receiving  a  common  school  education.  About  187 1  he 
embarked  in  the  business  of  trading  and  dealing  in  stock,  which  he 
continued  four  years,  when  he  enLraired  in  farming  which  he  has  * 
since  followed  meeting  with  very  good  success.  He  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  233  acres  of  well  improved  land.  November,  1882,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Harriet  Evans.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  pcditics  he  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  being  hon- 
ored by  his  party  with  an  election  to  the  office  of  Township  Asses- 
sor. 

ANDREW  PEARSON,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Butler  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  bom  Janu- 
ary 8,  1846,  being  the  next  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children  bom 
to  William  and  Sarah  (Million)  Pearson,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Miami  C'ountv,  Ohio,  the  former  of  Enirlish  and  the  latter  of  par- 
tial German  descent.  They  came  to  Wabash  County,  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1846,  of  which  they  have  since  continued  residents.  Our 
immediate  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  remaining  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  rie  received  a 
common  school  education,  supplemented  by  three  terms  attend- 
ance at  Hitrh  School.  October  6,  1870,  his  marriage  with  Sarah 
Armstrong  was  soleninizL-d,  and  to  their  union  six  children  have 
been  born,  viz:  Bertha,  Annetta,  Mary,  Susan,  Augusta,  Pearl  and 
Harry  Andrew.  His  occupation  has  been  mostly  farming  hi  connect 
tioQ  with  which  he  worked  for  a  period  of  eight  years  at  the  blade- 
smithing  trade,  and  he  has  been  very  succesdEi^  He  now  owns 
160  acres  of  well  improved  land.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

ADAM  RAMER,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Butler  Township,  is 
a  native  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  bom 
April  I,  1829,  being  the  eldest  of  eight  children  bora  to  James 
and  Catharine  (Moore)  Ramer.  They  moved,  when  our  subject 
was  quite  young,  to  Coshocton  where  he  was  reared  until 
he  was  seventeea  years  of  age,  which  was  in  1845,  when  the 
familv  emigrated  to  Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  they  slopped 
for  tiie  winter,  coming  to  Miami  County  the  following  spring. 
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setding  in  Butler  Township,  where  they  remained  until  1861  or 
1862,  when  they  moved  to  Whitley  County,  After  a  residence 
there  of  a  few  years  they  returned  to  Miami  County  and  located 
in  Perry  Township,  where  Mrs.  Ramer  died.  After  her  death 
he  lived  for  a  time  again  in  Butler  Township,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Pulaski  County  where  he  died  March,  1885.  In 
early  life  Mr.  Ramer  received  a  limited  education  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  poor  facilities  of  those  days.  March  29,  1850, 
his  marriage  with  Hannah  (York)  Shortridge  was  solemnized. 
By  her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Ramer  had  one  child,  a  daughter, 
.  L,aura,  now  Mrs.  David  Lemon.  His  occupation  has  always 
been  farming,  and  he  has  been  \'ery  successful.  He  now  owns 
124  acres  01  well  improved  land  which  is  the  accumulation  of 
his  own  industry  and  economy.  He  made  rails  for  31)^  cents 
a  hundred  for  the  man  that  owned  the  farm  of  which  he  is  now 
the  proprietor.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  an  Eider,  and  is  now  leader.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

NATHANIEL  RUNYAN,  of  Butler  Township,  is  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  bom  October  8,  1822,  being  the 
third  ill  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Lewis  and  Mary 
Britton  Runyan,  who  were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The 
former  died  about  1830,  when  Nathaniel  was  taken  and  reared 
to  manhood  by  his  uncle,  Robert  Armstrong.  He  provided  himself 
with  a  common  school  education.  He  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  started  westward,  working  for  a  time  in  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan, when  he  came  to  Miami  County,  to  which  his  mother  had 
preceded  him  in  1846.  December,  1850,  his  marriage  with 
Rachel  Brown,  daughter  of  Aaron  Brown,  was  solemnized, 
and  to  their  union  four  children  were  born,  of  which  these  two 
are  now  living — Charles  L.>  and  Mary,  wife  of  John  Miller*  He 
had  in  early  life  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  he  came  to  Peru,  since  which  time  he  has  made 
farinini;  his  occupation,  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He 
now  owns  320  acres  of  improved  land.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  he  always  manifests  a  good,  live  interest  in  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  the  county  and  community  in  which  he  lives,  where 
he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-dtizens.  Mrs. 
Runyan  died  some  years  ago. 

SEYMOUR  SMITH,  of  Butler  Township,  is  a  native  ^f 
Augusta,  Kentuckyi  where  he  was  born  February  3,  18 15,  being 
the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  children  bora  to  Aquila  and  Polly  (Sey- 
mour) Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  respec- 
tively, their  marriage  occurring  in  Newark,  Ohio.  Our  immediate 
subject  was  reared  mostly  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  He  received 
a  very  limited  education,  such  as  the  subscription  schools  of  those 
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days  afforded.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  attuned  his  majority. 
October,  1844,  his  marriage  with  Margaret  (Robinson)  Strader  • 
was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union  ten  children  were  born,  of  which 
these  six  are  now  living;  Jane,  now  Mrs.  F.  Hay;  Sarah,  widow 
of  Graham  Bradley';  John,  who  married  Chatlie  Ater;  Elizabeth, 
consort  of  Levi  Hurley;  Irene  and  Martha.  October  9, 1882,  Mr. 
Smith  suffered  the  bereavement  of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  His 
occupation  has  always  been  farming,  and  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  now  owns  I20  acres  of  improved  land.  In  politics 
he  is  a  staunch  Republican. 

JASPER  D.  SMITH,  a  leading  citizen  of  Butler  Townsiiip, 
is  a  native  of  Kosciusko  County,  born  February  28,  1845,  being 
the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  bom  to  George  C.  and 
Rosanna  (Dilsaver)  Smith.    The  former,  a  native  of  Virginia, 

born  on  Crab  Bottom,  April   6,    tSo2.   the   son   of    Smith. 

In  iSir  his  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  was  married  to  Elizabeth  VanDevender;  his  lirst  mar- 
riage was  of  comparatively  short  duration,  his  wife  dying  after  four 
children  had  been  bom.  His  second  marriage  also  occurred  in 
Ohio.  About  1842  he  came  to  Indiana,  first  settling  in  Kos- 
ciusko County,  where  he  lived  until  the  spring  of  1846, 
when  he  came  to  Miami  Countw  locating  tirsl  on  the 
Mississinewa,  and  subsequendy  moved  to  Pipe  Creek,  in  what  is 
now  Jackson  Township.  He  entered  land  in  what  is  now  Harri> 
son  Township,  on  which  he  lived  until  l877»  ^vhen  he  traded  for  a 
farm  in  Butler  To\vnship,  to  which  In  r moved,  living  there  until 
within  ten  months  of  his  death,  when  he  had  become  so  enfei  bU-d 
that  he  made  his  home  with  Sarah  Plotner,  his  daughli  r,  emling 
his  davs  at  her  home  March  7,  1881.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  IVl.  E.  Church,  having  joined  that  organization  when  a  youtig 
man.  He  was  an  exemplary,  true  and  consistent  Christian,  and  in 
his  death  the  community  lost  an  honored  and  respected  citizen.  He 
was  elexated  to  the  position  of  Countv  Commissioner,  being  the 
incumbent  of  that  oliice  when  the  location  and  building  of  the  Indi- 
anapohs,  Peru  &  Chicago  railroad  was  in  process,  he  being  largely 
instrumental  in  securing  and  protecting  the  county's  interest.  He 
also  ser%'ed  Harrison  Township  as  one  of  its  Trustees  for  a  number 
of  years.  Our  immediate  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm, 
remaining  at  home  and  assisting  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  received  a  common  school  education, 
such  as  the  facilities  of  those  days  afforded.  At  the  age  of  20,  in 
1865,  he  entered  in  the  service  of  his  country,  sending  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  honorably  discharged  on  Septeiuber  of  the 
same  year.  March  5,  1868,  his  marriage  with  Susan  Plotner  was 
solemnized,  and  to  this  union  live  children  have  been  bom,  of 
which  three  are  now  living — Florence  1.,  Clarence  E.  and  Donna 
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E.  Botii  of  the  deceased  children  were  infants.  Mr.  Smith's  occu- 
pation has  been  principally  farming,  and  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful. He  now  owns  sixty  acreA  of  improved  land.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  M.  E,  Church.  Tn  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
he  has  always  manifested  a  <jjood,  Vwv  interest  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  county  in  which  he  lives,  bein<^  the  present  member 
of  the  Central  Committee  repj  esenting  his  precinct. 

JACOB  S.  THOMAS,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Butler  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Virginia,  where  he  was 
bom  October  16,  1812,  beinf^  the  eldest  child  of  a  family  of 
thirteen  children  born  to  Archibald  and  Catharine  (Swimley) 
Thoina-^,  wht)  were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  respecti\'ely, 
the  former  of  Welsh-Irish  and  the  latter  of  German  descent. 
Leonard  Thomas,  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Maryland  from  whence  he  removed  to  Virginia,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death.  Archibald  Thomas,  father  of  our  subject, 
was   born  April    it,  1787.     He  was   a    soldier  of    i8l2.  The 

Capt  iln  of  his  companx'  being   Da\  c  njiort.    By  occupation 

he  was  a  farmer.  He  died  March  31,  1663,  at  his  home  in 
Champaign,  Green  County,  Ohio,  to  which  he  had  emigrated  in 
the  year  1827.  They  making  the  entire  journey  from  Virginia 
on  foot.  The  immediate  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  at 
home  and  assisted  his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  He  had  received  a  meager  education  in  his  native 
Slate;  this  subsequent  to  his  marriage  was  supplemented  by  his 
acquiring  more  knowledge  by  reading  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  teach  which  he  followed  several  terms.  March  6,  1834, 
marriage  with  Elizabeth  Stanley  was  solemnized.  She  was  a 
dau<rhter  of  Robert  and  Edith  (Mason)  Stanley.  In  1853  he 
emigrated  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County,  settling  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  I^le  had  learned  milling  in  early  life,  and 
followed  tfiat  vocation  until  he  came  to  Indiana,  where  he  en- 
gaged exclusively  in  farming  for  a  period  of  ten  years  when 
in  1863  he  purchased  a  mill  which  he  operated  until  1874, 
when  his  mill  burned  and  he  again  resumed  farming  in  which 
he  has  since  continued.  From  a  business  point  of  view  Mr. 
Thomas  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
233  acres  of  well  improved  land.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Thomas,  ten  chirdren  were  bom,  of  which  these  six  are 
now  living:  Benjamin  F.,  Joseph  W.,  Arabell  (now  Mrs.  R. 
Thornburg),  Catharine  V.  ( wife  of  Dr.  E.  K.  Friermood),  Evaline 
and  William  R.  H.  October  22,  1873,  Mr.  Thomas  suffered  the 
bereavement  of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  He  formerly  belonged  to  the  Masonic  and  I.  O. 
O.  F.  fraternities.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  Ben- 
jamin F.  and  Robert  S.,  sons,  served  their  country  in  the  Rebel- 
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lion.    The  latter  died  while  in  the  service  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

JOSEPH  VOTAW,  a  farmer  of  Butler  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  born  near  Salem,  August 
21,  1812,  bcini^  the  fifth  in  a  famih-  of  eijjht  children  born  to 
Joseph  and  Phoebe  (Yates)  Votaw,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Virginia,  of  French  and  English  descent,  respectively.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  in  his  native  State,  securing  a  limited  education, 
such  as  the  ibdlities  of  those  days  offered.  When  16  years  of 
age  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade.  At 
about  the  age  of  21  he  emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  remained  about  six  years  working  at  liis  trade.  June, 
1841,  he  came  to  Miami  County  where  he  entered  80  acres  of 
the  land  he  now  owns.  In  the  fall  he  established  a  shop,  in 
which  he  continued  to  work  until  1876.  November,  1836,  his 
marriage  with  Ruth  Wersner  was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union 
four  children  were  born,  of  which  these  two  are  now  livinr;;^, 
Phoebe,  wife  of  Charles  Pavy,  and  Daniel,  who  married  Louisa 
Yuant.  February  25,  1849,  Mr.  Votaw  suffered  the  bereave- 
ment of  losing  his  beloved  wife;  in  1852  his  and  Lydia  Macy's 
nuptials  were  celebrated,  and  to  their  union  nine  children  have 
been  born.  These  four  are  now  living;  Nathan,  Allen,  Hannah 
M.  and  Emma  L.  Since  1876  he  has  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  farming,  which  he  had  followed  in  connection  with  his 
smithing,  prior  to  that,  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He 
now  owns  over  320  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Friends  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  he  has  always  manifested  a  good,  live  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  county  and  community  in  which  he  lives, 
where  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
Mr.  Volaw  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Miami  County, 
coming  when  the  country  was  a  wilderness  of  woods  whidi 
abounded  in  wild  game  of  all  kinds. 

ANDREW  E.  WALLACE,  Trustet  of  Butler  Township,  is 
a  native  of  Decatur  County,  born  June  S.  1843,  being  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  James  and  Mai  u^aret  (Babcock) 
Wallace,  natives  of  Ohio  and  of  German-Scotch  descent.  They  re- 
moved from  Decatur  to  Fulton  County  about  1S46,  where  the  former 
still  lives.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  Fulton  Count}'..  He  received 
a  common  school  education.  He  remained 'at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  attained  the  age  of  twcntv  vears,  when  in  Ft-bniarv, 
1864.  he  entcfcd  the  service  of  his  countrv,  enlisting  in  Coiiipam'  F, 
87th  Reginiciu  of  V  olunteer  Infantry,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  present  and  participated  in  all  the  engagements  ind- 
dent  to  Sherman's  campaign  on  his  march  to  Atlanta  and  the  Sea, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville  July,  1865.  April  20, 
1867,  his  marriage  with  Sarah  J.  Wright  was  solemnized,  and  to 


Digitized  by  Googl( 


BIOGRAPUlCALi  SKCTCUBS. 

# 


557 


their  union  eight  children  have  been  bom»  of  which  these  tir 
arc  now  living:  Cora  E.,  Minnie  M.,  Charley  Anna  M.^ 
£dward  H.  and  John  R.  The  two  deceased  children  were  Bertha 
E.  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Mrs.  Wallace  is  the  daughter  of 
Edmund  and  Anna  (Arnold)  Wright,  who  were  natives  of  Warren 
and  Miami  Counties,  Ohio,  respectively.  They  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county.  Mr.  Wallace's  occupation  has  always 
been  that  of  farming,  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now  owns 
133  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Grange  fra- 
ternities. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  ahvavs  manifests  a 
good  live  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  county  and  commun- 
ity in  which  he  lives,  where  he  was  in  1886  honorol  with  an  elec- 
tion to  the  ofiioe  of  Township  Trustee,  and  is  the  present  incum- 
bent. 

.  WILLIAM  P.  WAY,  an  old  citizen  of  Butler  County,  is  a 
native  of  Mitflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  born  near  Lewistown,  ' 
Auguiit  20,  1814,  being  the  ninth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children 
bom  to  Joshua  and  Mary  (Boyd)  Way,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Our  subject  was  reared 
in  his  native  State  and  county,  receiving  a  limited  education,  such 
as  the  facilities  of  those  days  afforded.  February  15,  1838,  his  mar- 
riage with  Martha  McKinstry  was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union 
seven  children  were  born,  of  which  these  five  are  now  living :  Mary 
C,  wife  of  James  Johnson,  Thomas  J.,  whose  present  wife  was 
Carrie  Sifert,  William,  who  married  Jennie  Starbuck,  Samuel  B., 
whose  consort  was  Elizabeth  Baker,  and  George  L.,  who  espoused 
Mary  Baker.  August  12,  1844  Mr.  Way  suffered  the  bereavement 
of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  November  17,  1876,  his  and  MaryJ. 
^Cantrel)  Baker^s  nuptials  were  celebrated,  by  whom  he  became 
uie  hither  of  this  one  child.  Flora  B.  He  emigrated  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Indiana,  and  Miami  County  in  1844,  where  he  has  ever 
since  lived.  He  now  owns  205  acres  of  well  improM  d  land  which 
is  the  accumulation  of  his  own  industry  and  econonu'.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  he  was  honored  with  an  election  to  the  oflice  of 
Township  Trustee  in  1880  and  1882,  filling  the  position  in  a  very 
creditable  manner. 

BENJANIIN  S.  YORK,  of  Butler  Township,  is  a  nati%  e  of 
Preble  County.  Ohio,  born  near  Eaton,  January  18,  1832,  being  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  six  children  born  to  Nathaniel  and  Ehzabeth 
(Bishop)  York,  who  ^re  both  natives  of  Nordi  Carolina  and  of 
English  descent.  In  1836  they  emigrated  to  Indiana  setding  in 
Henry  County,  where  they  lived  until  1842  when  they  came  to 
Miami  County,  locating  near  where  Peoria  now  stands,  where  the 
father  died  in  185 1.    The  mother  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
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82  years.  Our  immediate  subject  remained  at  home  and  aanated  his 
mother  until  he  obtained  his  majority.  August  20,  1857,  his  mar- 
riage  with  Elizabeth  Laymon  was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union  three 
children  have  been  born,  of  u  hlcli  onlv  this  one  is  now  Hvini^,  John 
H.,  who  married  Ruth  A.  Reese.  The  deceased  cliildren  were 
Susan  E.  and  Lucretia,  who  died  at  the  respective  ages  of  nine  and 
two  years.  His  occupation  has  always  been  forming  and  he  has 
been  very  succesful.  He  now  owns  109  acres  of  well  improved 
land.  He  and  \\  ife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican  and  manifests  a  good  interest  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  where  he  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citisens. 

JOHN  YOUNCE,  a  leading  farmer  of  Butler  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Ashe  County,  North  Carolina,  born  near  Jefferson  Court 
House,  Ma\  22,  1832,  being  next  to  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Sheets)  Younce,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Ashe  County,  North  Carolina.    They  emigrated  to 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  in  1842,  where  they  lived  until  the  fall  of 
1848,  when  they  came  to  Miami  County,'  Indiana,  and  located  on 
the  ground  w-here  the  village  of  Peoria  now  stands.    In  1856  they 
removed    to    Minnesota,  livinfr  there  three  years.     Then  they 
moved  to  Green  County,  Missouri,  staying  there  until  18O1,  when 
he  was  compelled  to  leave  that  county  and  State  in  consequence 
of  his  views  on  the  question  of  slavery.   They  then  returned  to 
Miami  County,  where  they  lived  until  their  death.  John  went 
with  the  familv  to  Minnesota,  but  only  resided  there  two  vears.  return- 
ing direct  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  lived.     In  earh'  life 
he  had  no  opporlunilies  aftorded  for  obtaining  an  education.  After 
attaining  the  age  of  eighteen  he  pursued  a  course  at  Ms  home 
without  the  aid  of  a  teacher,  acquiring  in  that  way  a  reasonaUy 
good  education.    His  father  was  a  blacksmith  and  wagonmaker, 
and  he  learned  that  trade,  following  it  until  Januarv  16,  1862, 
when  his  marriage  to  Rachel  Smith  was  solemnized,  and  to  their 
union  three  children  were  born,  of  which  these  two  are  now  liv- 
ing— ^Lettie,  wife  of  Frank  Kilander^  and  Webb.   Since  his  mar- 
riage his  occupation  has  been  fauming,  and  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful.   He  now  owns  140  acres  of  welWimproved  land,  the  accu- 
mulation  of  his  own  industry  and  economy.    He  is  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.     In  politics   he  has  alwavs  been  a  Republi- 
can, and  he  was  honored  with  an  election  to  the  position  of  Town- 
ship Assessor,  filling  that  office  for  two  terms  in  a  very  creditable 
manner  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.    April  8,  i868» 
Mr.  Younce  suffered  the  bereavement  of  his  loving  and  beloved 
wife. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Clay  Township — ^Boundary  and  Gbnbral  Fbatvrbs — ^Early 
Sbttlbrs — Organization — ^Rbugion^Waupbcong,  &c. 

CLAY  Township,  named  in  honor  of  the  illlusirious  Statesman,* 
Henry  Clay,  is  situated  in  the  Southern  tier  of  Townships 
bordering  on  Howard  Countv  and  incUides  a  geographical  area  of 
twenty-four  square  miles;  l)uuiided  on  the  north,  east  and  west  by 
the  townships  of  Washington,  Harrison  and  Deer  Creek,  respec- 
tively. Deer  Creek  flows  in  a  westerly  direction  through  the  central 
part  of  the  township  and  with  its  tributaries  which  ramif}'  to  almost 
every  part  of  the  country,  affords  drainage  and  stock  water  for  a 
large  area  of  ti'rritory.  I'lie  northeast  corner  of  the  Township  is 
watered  and  drained  by  Pipe  Creek  which  flows  in  a  northwesterly 
course  through  section  i.  The  surface,  except  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  water  courses  is  quite  level  and  the  soil  a  black  loam 
of  great  depth  and  fertility;  is  unexcelled  for  agricultural  purposes. 
A  portion  of  the  Township  is  so  flat  that  a  resort  to  tile  drainage  is 
necessary  and  from  these  wet  lands  have  been  developed  some  of 
the  tinest  iuid  most  productive  farms  in  the  county.  The  timber  is 
very  heavy,  consisting  of  varieties  common  to  other  parts  of  the 
county.  Walnut,  poplar,  sugar  tree,  beech,  ash  and  oak  predom- 
inating. Agriculture  and  stock  raising  are  the  chief  occupations  of 
of  the  citizens  of  Cla\'  and  in  point  of  material  prosperity  the  town- 
ship will  rank  well  with  the  other  divisions  of  ^Iiam^. 

The  lust  settlements  in  Clay  were  made  about  the  year  1844, 
at  which  time  Henry  Daggy,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
earliest  pioneer,  located  near  the  eastern  line  of  the  township,  on 
Negro  Creek,  where  John  Zody  now  lives.  He  made  substan- 
tial improvements  on  this  farm,  and  is  remembered  as  an  honest 
and  trustworthy  citizen.  One  daughter,  Mrs.  Groves,  still  lives 
on  a  part  of  the  original  purchase.  Otis  Fish  came  the  same 
year  and  located  a  home  near  the  Biggs  farm,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  township,  where  he  lived  until  about  the  year  1850 
or  '5t,  when  he  sold  out  and  emigrated  to  one  of  the  Western 
States.  Early  in  1845  John  Smith  settled  near  McGrawsville,  in* 
the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  moving  here  from  one  of  the 
older  setdements  on  Eel  River.  He  was  joined  the  same  year  by 
Abel  House,  who  made  an  improvement  on  the  John  Zody  place, 
Andre\v  Woolpert,  who  setded  where  his  widow  is  still  living, 
Eli  Butler,  a  noted  hunter,  who  purchased  land  near  McGraws- 
ville, and  JBenjamin  Fish,  brothe^  of  Otis  Fish,  who  purchased 
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real  estate  and  made  improvements  in  the  same  locality.  Prom- 
inent amoiit,^  the  early  comers  was  William  Biggs,  who  settled 
where  he  i"<  still  living,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township.  He 
is  one  of  Clay's  representative  men,  and  has  held  the  otiice  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  over  thirty  years.  Nathaniel 
Bunn  located  near  the  Biggs  place  in  1845,  as  did  also  Caleb 
Adams,  who  purchased  land  and  made  good  improvements.  Coo- 
splcuous  among  the  arrivals  of  1846  was  Thomas  Murden,  wlm 
located  near  the  village  of  McGrawsville,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  was  one  of  the  first  pedagogues  of  the  township, 
and  early  earned  the  reputatfon  of  a  successful  instructor.  Afr. 
Humrickhouse  and  son,  Ebenezer  Humrickhouse,  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  township  as  early  as  1846  or  '47.  The 
former  was  a  man  of  fine  business  ability  and  at  one  time  served 
as  Treasurer  of  iMirtini  Countv.  Christian  Livin<rood  made  an 
improvement  near  \V  aupecoiig  in  1846,  but  in  a  few  years  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Harrison  Township,  near  Deer  Creek,  on  the 
land*  now  owned  by  W.  H.  Cunningham.  There  settled,  in  quite 
an  early  day,  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  McChnc  wlio 
li\'ed  chieflv  bv  hunting  and  selling  wliisky,  which  Ik^  vloK  tl  out 
to  his  neighbors  ''on  the  slv."  He  was  a  man  of  tine  social  ijual- 
ities,  and  had  many  friends  among  the  early  selders,  sonic  of 
whom  severel}'  condemned  his  way  of  obtaining  a  livelihood.  John 
Roller  settled  near  the  Biggs  place  late  in  the  forties,  and  after  a 
brief  residence  sold  out  to  Mr.  Miller  and  left  the  township.  John 
Hoover  came  as  early  as  1846  or  '47,  and  settled  the  place  which 
he  still  owns,  about  one  mile  east  of  the  village  of  Waupccong. 
John  Wilkinson  located  on  the  Samuel  Giassbauni  farm,  near  the 
central  part  of  the  township,  about  the  year  1847,  and  in  company 
with  his  son-in-law,  Cyrus  Marquis,  who  setUed  a  short  distance 
north  of  Deer  Creek,  where  he  lived  a  few  years.  In  an  early 
dav  came  Joseph  Kessler,  a  man  of  substantial  worth,  and  made 
a  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of  McGrawsville,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred several  years  ago.  Among  his  early  neighbors  were 
Thomas  Ketlison,  who  made  improvements  in  the  same  locality, 
and  James  Finney  who  settled  on  the  Marion  and  Delphi  road, 
near  the  Harrison  Township  line.  An  early  settler  in  the  central 
part  of  the  township  was  Morris  Littlejohn,  who  improved  the 
place  upon  which  Abraham  Miller  at  present  resides.  The  farm 
just  north  of  this  place  was  lirst  settled  and  improved  by  Harrison 
Dixon,  who  moved  to  the  country  about  the  year  1847.  John  and 
Janies  Tracey  were  early  settlers  north  of  Waupecong,  and  Rev. 
Benjamin  Underwood,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  church,  improved 
a  home  east  of  the  Littlejohn  settlement,  prior  to  1849.  One  of  the 
earliest  settlers  near  Deer  Creek  was  Riley  Martin,  wlio  laid  claim 
to  the  land  now  owned  by  Levi  Clymer,  which  he  sold  to  the  latter 
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in  1847.  He  then  entered  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town- 
ship, and  made  the  first  improvements  on  the  farm  where  the  widt  v 
Daniel  now  lives.  Richard  Webster  settled  near  the  west  line  ol 
the  township  prior  to  1848,  locating  the  farm  where  William  Stiule- 
baker  lives,  upon  which  he  made  the  first  brick  in  the  township. 
Isaac  Mooney  settled  in  the  western  part,  about  the  same  time,  and 
improved  the  land  owned  and  occupied  this  time  by  the  widow 
Herrell.  Adam  Hissing  settled  one  mile  south  of  the  Clymer  farm 
late  in  the  forties,  but  did  not  make  many  imj^rovements,  selling  his 
claim  after  a  short  time  to  Mr.  Clymer,  and  moving  to  Deer  Creek 
Township.  Samuel  Workman  took  a  claim  in  an  early  day  on  the 
Marion  and  Delphi  road,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township, 
which  he  subsequendy  sold  to  a  Mr.  Evans. 

An  earlv  comer,  deserving  of  special  mention,  was  John 
Clymer,  who  moved  from  Jefferson  Township  about  the  vear 
1846  or  '47,  and  settled  in  Section  15,  where  his  death  occurred 
a  few  years  ago.  He  was  <Hie  of  the  township^s  first  officials, 
and  also  taught  school  in  an  early  day.  His  brother,  Levi  Cly- 
mer, one  of  the  oldest  residents  at  this  time,  came  two  years 
later  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  has  since  be  en  his  home. 
Mr.  Clymer  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  township's  wel- 
fare, and  is  justly  esteemed  one  of  its  most  intelligent  and  public 
spirited  citizens.  Additional  to  those  mentioned,  the  following 
men  come  to  the  township  in  an  early  day,  viz.:  Isaac  Harter^ 
Samuel  Livinsood,  William  Wilkinson,  Jacob  Beaver,  Jacob 
Hiatt,  Moses  Ward,  vSamuel  Edwards,  Ascl  Griffey,  Matthew 
Bowen,  M.  Vande vender,  Mr.  Tates,  David  Armstro^^^  James 
Shahan,  John  Barkerhcof,  John  Guelt,  William  iiicks,  Stokley 
D.  Sharp,  Hezekiah  and  Jacob  Outt,  Cornelius  Platz,  John  W. 
Platz,  Jolm  James,  Hiram  Ward,  Daniel  Petty,  WiUiam  McGuiret 
Abner  Pisel,  Daniel  Cates,  Morgan  Williams,  Samuel  Wiley, 
Andrew  Kerskadon  and  John  Condo,  the  majority  of  whom  pur- 
cased  Government  land  and  became  residents  prior  to  the  year  1849. 

Clay  Township  was  organized  in  tlie  year  1846.  "  Under 
this  orcnmization  the  first  election  was  held  at  the  residence  of 
John  Wilkinson  in  April  of  the  above  year.*'  John  Lucas  acted 
as  inspector,  and  the  first  officers  chosen  were  the  following: 
John  Clvmer,  John  Hicks  and  Simeon  Farlow,  Trustees;  Wil- 
liam Biggs,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Samuel  Wilev,  Constable. 
Among  other  early  trustees  were  Benjamin  Balinger,  Michael 
Kern  and  Harrison  Dixon.  Among  those  called  to  nil  the  office 
in  a  later  day  were  C.  C.  Brandon,  A.  J.  Phelps,  John  Cun- 
ningham, Jacob  Shrock,  Dr.  F.  A.  Smith  and  the  present  incum- 
bent, John  Jenkins. 

"The  lirsi  religious  meeting  held  in  the  township  was  held  at 
the  cabin  of  Henry  Daggy  in  1^45,  by  the  Metliodists,  Rev.  J.  R. 
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Davis  preaching.*'  These  meetings  were  continued  from  time  to 
time  at  the  residences  of  different  settlers,  and  proved  the  means  of 
accomplishing  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  conu^uIlil^•.  As  early  as 
1847-8,  ministers  of  the  Methodists  preached  al  the  dwellings  of 
Morris  Little  and  John  and  Christian  Livingood,  but  it  was  not  until 
several  years  after  that  date  that  an  organization  was  effected.  A 
society  was  organized  at  Waupecong  early  in  the  fifties,  and  in  1854 
a  frame  house  of  worship,  the  Hrst  in  the  township,  \\  as  built  in  the 
village.  The  society  at  one  time  quite  strong  has  greatly  fallen  off 
during  the  past  ten  years,  and  is  in  a  weak  condition  at  the  present 
time.  The  United  Brethem  organized  a  society  in  the  western  part 
of  the  township  several  years  ago,  and  in  1874  tft-'cted  a  frame 
house  of  worship  on  the  Marion  and  Delphi  road,  in  section  28. 
The  so(?ietv  is  in  fine  condition  and  numbers  among  its  members 
some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township.  A  Methodist  class 
was  organized  a  number  of  years  ago  in  the  northeiist  corner  of  the 
township,  where  camp  meetings  were  frequently  held.  A  hewed  log 
house  of  worship  was  erected  on  the  land  of  Mr.  W  nolpert.  It  was 
■used  by  the  congregation  until  within  a  recent  period,  when  a  more 
comfortable  frame  structure  was  erectt^d  at  the  village  of  McGraws- 
A'ille  in  Harrison  township.  In  the  norihern  part  of  the  township  is 
a  society  of  the  Progressive  Dunkards,  organized  a  few  years  ago 
with  a  substantial  membership  which  has  since  greatly  mcreased. 
A  lai  L;e  frame  house  of  worship,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  four 
hundred,  was  built  on  the  land  of  Oliver  Worll,  and  the  societv  is 
reported  in  excellent  condition.  The  United  Brethern  liavt-  a 
society  at  Waupecong  organized  n  rnitly  with  a  small  membership. 

The  first  saw-raill  in  tlie  tow  nship  was  started  by  a  Mr.  Hill  a 
number  of  years  ago.  It  stood  near  the  southwest  comer  of  the 
township  and  was  operated  by  Mr.  HiU  and  a  partner,  who  did  a 
vrrv  extensive  business.  A  steam  saw-mill  was  brought  to  the 
township  several  years  a<;o  by  Messrs.  Mac\%  Darby  &  Smith, 
who  ran  it  with  encouraging  success  for  several  years.  The 
manufacture  of  drain  tile  is  at  this  time  an  important  industry, 
there  being  two  extensive  kilns  in  successful  operation,  one  by 
WiUiam  Rine  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township,  and  one  near 
the  southern  boundary  by  James  T..  Klin<r.  Mr.  A.  J.  Phelps 
has  recenllv  engaged  in  the  mamit  a  ture  of  cheese,  which  has 
already-  acquired  considerable  reputation  for  its  superior  quality. 
Mr.  Phelps  has  a  fine  dairy  form,  and  the  enterprise  so  nr  has 
proved  very  remunerative.  The  first  marriage  in  the  township 
was  that  of  Lewis  Reese  to  Catharine  Love,  solemnized  in  the 
fall  of  1846.  The  same  vear  William  Lovv*  was  married  to 
Jemima  Smith.  Probablv  the  first  death  in  the  township  was 
that  of  Henry  Daggy  in  the  year  1845.  "In  1845  Naomi,  wife 
of  Andrew  Woolpert,  gave  birth  to  a  daughter — ^Martha  Wool- 
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pert — ^who  was  the  first  white  child  bom  in  the  township.** 
Among  tin-  early  nun  lianics  of  the  township  were  Henry  Kern, 
who  worked  at  the  blacksmith  trade  near  where  William  Riiies' 
tile  kiln  now  stands.  A  man  In-  the  name  of  Swank,  who  oper- 
ated a  cabinet  shop  on  the  Abraham  Miller  farm,  and  Uriah 
Blue,  the  poet,  made  and  repaired  wagons  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  township,  where  he  still  lives. 

The  Village  of  Waufccong — The  only  town  in  Clay  Town^ 
ship  is  situated  in  sections  26  and  35,  Township  25  North  Ringe, 
4  East  and  diirs  its  history  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  the 
country,  it  is  impossible  at  this  late  day  to  determine  who  the  lirst 
residents  and  business  men  of  the  village  were,  as  the  early  history 
of  the  place  is  involved  in  considerable  obscurit)'.  Several  small 
trading  houses  were  established  at  different  times;  but  the  lirst  busi- 
ness of  any  importance  appears  to  ha\ f  been  carried  on  by 
Otto  Webb,  who  opened  a  ;^ood  store  in  an  early  day,  which  he 
operated  very  successfully  for  some  years.  A  man  by  the  name 
of  Petty  sold  goods  for  a  while  as  did  also  Dr.  H.  D.  Hattery, 
George  W.  Lawver,  Joseph  and  Henry  Mygrant  and  Andrew 
Cable.  There  are  two  general  stores  at  this  time  both  of  which 
are  doiiiLC  a  fair  local  trade.  John  Justice  was  one  of  the  hrst 
mechanics  of  the  town  and  Dr.  Moreliead  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  practicing  physician.  The  resident  medical  men  at  this 
time  are  Drs.  G.  C.  G.  Maughmer  and  A.  Smith  both  of  whom 
have  lucrative  practice  in  Clay  •  and  adjacent  Townships.  An 
early  industry  of  the  town  was  a  saw  mill  erected  by  a  Mr. 
Miller,  who  for  some  time  carried  on  a  very  extensive  lumber 
trade.  (Jther  mills  have  been  operated  at  different  times  by  Mr. 
Teagarden  and  Jacob  Shrock.  A  steam  flouring  mill  was  erec- 
ted several  years  ago  by  John  Smucker  who,  aifter  operating  a 
short  time  sold  to  Mr,  Shrock.  It  is  a  frame  building  two 
stories  high,  supplied  with  good  machinery  and  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  present  proprietors,  Messrs.  l?eck  and  Shrock,  is 
doing  a  reasonably  fair  business.  At  this  time  there  is  in  addi- 
tion to  the  flour  and  saw  mill  a  planing  mill  mid  shingle  machine 
operated  quite  extensiveh  b}'  William  Kling,  who  reports  his 
business  good.  The  first  postmaster  of  Waupecong  was  Andrew 
Cable,  the  postmaster  at  this  time  is  Mr.  Mygrant.  The  village 
is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  farming  countny  and  is  likely 
to  remain  a  good  local  trading  point  for  years  to  come. 

BIO6RAPHICAI1  SKETCHES. 

WILLIAM  T  ROWLAND  was  born  in  Perrv  County, 
Ohio,  Mav  tJS,  1823.  His  parents,  Alexander  and  Tamsv 
(Ratliff)   iiowland,  were   the   parents   of   eight  children,  viz: 
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John  C,  Elizabeth,  Eleanor,  Robert,  William  T,,  Samuel,  Absa- 
lom and  David.  William  T.,  our  subject,  was  married  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  5,  1844,  to  Elizabeth  Heck,  who 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  8,  1826,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarali  (Baum)  Heck.  In  the  fall  of 
1849  Mr.  Bowland,  our  subject,  moved  to  Miami  County,  Ind., 
and  settled  upon  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  in 
Section  24,  Clay  Township.  Has  had  born  to  him  eii^ht  chil- 
dren, viz:  Cerelda  J.,  bom  Sept.  24,  1845:  vSarah  T.,  horn 
April  25,  1848;  George  A.,  born  Sept.  2,  1851;  Rheuhama  C, 
born  Dec.  27,  1853  (deceased);  John  H.,  born  Sept.  3,  1858; 
Mariah  born  Dec.  5,  i860;  Mary  A.,  bom  June  20,  1865, 
and  Charles  W.,  born  Dec.  17,  1870, 

JOHN  CONDO,  was  born  in  Center  County,  Pennsylvania, 
March  14,  1822.  His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  ( Shaffer  VCondo, 
were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  respectiveh'.  The  for- 
mer, John  Condo,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Condo,  who  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Maryland, 
and  from  thence,  in  an  early  day,  moved  to  Center  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, wheije  they  afterwards  resided  until  death.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  181 2,  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  six 
were  sons,  viz:  Nichols,  Jacob,  George,  Samuel,  Joseph  and  John, 
the  father  or  our  subject  He  was  bom  in  Maryland,  March  10^ 
1784.  He  moved  widi  his  parents  to  Center  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  there  married  to  the  above  Elizabeth  ShafFer,  who  was 
born  in  Center  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  19,  1790.  After 
their  marriage  they  first  settled  in  Center  County,  Pennsvlvania,  and 
from  thence,  subsequently  moved  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  pur- 
chasing and  settling  on  land  which  is  now  within  the  limits  of  Ger- 
mantown,  Wayne  County,  where  they  afterwards  resided  until 
death,  which  occurred  as  follows:  The  father  died  on  August  17, 
1841,  and  mother  died  April  30,  1872.  Thev  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  viz:  Adam,  Peter,  Christena,  Elizabeth,  Catharine, 
Margaret,  Susan,  John,  Matilda  and  Abigal.  John,  our  subject, 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  and  was  there 
married  Jaunary  22,  1844,  to  Catharine,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Rfisanna  fCoffman)  Beaver,  she  was  bora  in  West  Virginia, 
August  20,  1821.  In  1849,  Condo,  our  subject,  moved  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  near  Waupecong,  where  he 
resided  about  one  year,  and  then  settled  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Clay  Township,  section  28,  where  he  has  resided  since.  He  lost 
his  wife  by  death  January  29,  1856,  havinjj  borne  to  him 
six  children,  viz:  John  M.  (deceased),  George  (deceased),  Eli  E. 
(deceased),  Samuel  S.,  wSarah  C.  (deceased),  and  Adam  B.  On 
Julv  2,  TS57,  Mr.  Condo  married  Cvnthia  A.,  dauj^hter  of  Isreal  and 
Elizabeth  (^Ulrey)  Phillips,  she  was  born  in  Warren  Coimty,  Ohio, 
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June  I,  1836.  Five  children  has  been  bom  to  this  union,  viz: 
Joseph  P.,  David  D.  (deccaacd),  Isreal  T.,  Daniel  W.,  and  Charles 

£.    Mr.  Coiido  and  wife  are  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church, 

JOHN  \V.  GASAWAY  was  bom  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
January  11,  1828.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Lum- 
beckj  Gasaway,  were  natives  of  Virginia  iuid  Ohio  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  Ohio,  and  from  there  in  about  1837  moved 
to  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Carroll  Counter, 
Indiana,  where  they  afterward  resided  until  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz. :  Rebecca  J.,  John  W.,  David 
I.,  Catherine  E.,  William  A.,  Thomas  B.,  Isaac  J.,  Mary  E.  and 
Matilda  C,  John  W.,  our  subject,  came  wiili  liis  parents  to  Tip- 
pecanoe County,  Indiana,  and  from  thence  to  Carroll  Coun^  in 
about  the  year  1840,  and  was  there  married,  April  14,  1859*  ^ 
Mary  C.  Ross,  who  w-as  bom  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1840,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Richard  D.  and  Sarah 
J.  (Brown)  Ross.  In  about  1871  Mr.  Gasaway,  our  subject, 
moved  to  Miami  County,  and  settled  first  in  Deer  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  shortly  afterward  moved  to  Clay  Township,  and  setded 
on  his  present  farm  in  Section  14.  He  has  had  bom  to  him  five 
children,  viz.:  Sarah  A.,  born  August  20,  i860;  Matilda  E., 
born  June  5,  1863;  George  R.,  born  September  21,  1869; 
Rebecca  E.,  bom  May  i,  1872;  James  B.,  born  October  29, 
1876.    Mr.  Gasaway  and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

WESLEY  HAYNES  was  bom  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
June  23,  1834.  "His  parents,  James  and  Martha  (Harlan) 
Haynes,  w-ere  nati^•es  of  New  York  and  North  Carolina, 
respectively,  and  of  English  and  French  extraction.  The  former, 
James  Haynes,  was  a  son  of  Enoch  and  Elizabeth  Haynes,  who 
were  both  natives  of  New  York,  where  they  were  married,  and 
from  thence  emigrated  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  ihey  after- 
wards resided  until  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  viz:  Samuel,  Wright,  Charles,  Deborah,  Stephen, 
James,  Elizabeth,  Asa,  Content  and  Sarah.  James,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  and  Martha,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  (Hunt) 
Harlan,  were  married  in  dinton  County,  Ohio,  and  from  thence, 
in  1854,  moved  to  Miami  County,  Ind.,  settling  in  Deer  Creek 
Township,  where  they  afterwards  resided  until  death.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Milton,  Lydia, 
Mjilinda,  Eliza,  Martha,  Wesley,  John,  Franklin,  Andrew  J.,  and 
a  son  which  died  in  infancy  and  not  named.  Wesley,  our  sub- 
ject, came  with  his  parents  to  Afiami  County  in  1854,  and  has 
•resided  here  principally  since.  He  was  married  in  Deer  Creek 
Township,  Nov.  24,  1858,  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Joseph  (5. 
and  Hester  A.  (Rogers)  Stevenson.  She  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  15,  1843.    After  Mr.  Haynes',  our  subject's. 
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marriage,  he  first  settled  in  Deer  Creek  Town^p,  where  he 

resided  until  Angust,  1869,  at  which  lime  he  moved  to  Clay 
Township,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides, 
in  Section  16.  His  wife  died  June  14,  1877,  and  on  Sept. 
18,  1878,  he  married  Sarah  Oren,  who  was  the  first  lady  to 
fill  the  office  of  State  Librarian  of  Indiana  (wife  of  Charles 
Oren,  deceased).  She  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  March 
2,  1836.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  Havnes,  viz: 
Charles,  born  Oct.  11,  1859,  and  died  Nov.  27,  i860;  Warren, 
born  Aug.  28,  1862,  and  died  July  26,  1864;  Frank  E.,  born 
June  23,  1865,  and  Joseph  W.,  bom  June  1,  1876,  all  of  whom 
are  by  the  first  wife.  Mr.  Ilaynes  owns  202  acres  of  fine  and 
well-improved  land.  In  March,  1863,  Mr.  Ilaynes  enlisted  in 
the  service  in  Company  G,  8lh  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  served 
until  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  and  was  mustered  out  in  August,  1865. 

JOHN  W.JENKINS,  Trustee  of  Clay  Township,  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Virginici,  November  20,  1845.  His  parents 
were  David  C.  and  Mary  (Peilder)  Jenkins,  also  natives 
of  Virginia,  where  they  were  married  and  resided  until  his 
(the  fatlv  r's'i  death,  which  occurred  March  24,  i860.  His 
widow  subsequently  moved  to  Texas  where  siie  still  resides. 
They  were  the  p.irenls  of  eight  children,  viz:  Susan,  James  H., 
Nancy  J.,  David  C,  Thomas  A.,  Octavo,  Sarah  B.,  and  John  W. 
Our  subject,  the  eldest  member  of  the  family,  remained  in 
Virginia  until  January,  1868,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  and  located  in  Clav  Township,  where  he  has  re- 
sided principally,  since.  He  was  married  in  Clay  Township,  this 
couiUy,  March  2,  1870,  to  Mary  Morris,  who  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Virginia,  June  14,  1849.  In  October,  1872,  Mr. 
Jenkins,  our  subject,  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides 
in  Section  2,  Clay  Township,  where  he  settled  in  the  fall  of  1873 
and  has  resided  since.  He  owns  sixty  acres  of  fine  and  well 
improved  land.  He  has  had  born  to  him  seven  children,  viz :  James  B., 
died  in  infancy ;  John  T.,  bom  October  13,  187 1 ;  Louisa  A.,  born  May 
4, 1874;  Melissa  J.,  born  December  23, 1876;  Walter  E.,  bom  October 
4,  1880;  Charles  IT.,  b  i  n  October  li,  1883;  and  George  W.,  bom 
April  18.  1885,  Mr.  U  nkins  was  elected  to  the  oflice  of  Trustee 
of  Clay  Township  in  1SS6.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows order  and  is  an  enterprising  and  highly  esteemed  man. 

GEORGE  C.  MAUGHMER,  M.  D.,'is  a  native  of  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  bom  July  19,  1848.  His  parents,  Greorge 
and  Mary  A.  (Street)  Maughmer,  were  also  both  native  of  Ohio» 
and  were  born  as  follows:  The  father  was  born  in  Ross  County, 
February  2,  iSi4,'and  the  mother  in  Fayette  County,  August  17, 
1813.  They  were  married  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  January  8,  1835, 
and  from  thence  in  i860  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  where 
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they  stiU  reside.  They  were  parents  of  six  children,  viz:  Sarah 
C,  Margaret  N.,  Hannah  J.,  John  W.,  George  C.  and  Elizabeth 

C.  George  C,  our  subject,  camt'  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in 
i860,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Oberlin  College,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio,  after  wliich  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  some  time,  and  .in  1870  began  reading  medicine 
under  ^e  instructions  of  Dr.  £.  J.  Kendall,  wim  whom  he  remained 
for  about  three  years,  and  in  the  winter  of  1871-72  attended  the 
Indiana  Medical  College  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  after  which  he 
resumed  his  studies  and  did  vSome  practice,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1872-73  took  his  second  course  of  lectures  at  the  same  college  and 
graduated  on  February'  28,  1873.  He  then  returned  to  Waupe- 
cong,  Indiana,  and  opened  up  a  practice  for  himself,  which  he  has 
continued  since.  He  was  married  in  Howard  County,  Indiana, 
December  2.\,  1872,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  G.  and  Julia  A. 
( Levins'^  (yaver.  She  was  born  in  Howard  County,  Indiana.  June 
15,  1854.  In  1883,  Dr.  Maughmer  attended  his  third  term  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Indiana  Medical  Colle  ge  and  received  his  diploma  of  an 
Ad  Euudem  Degree.  Has  had  born  to  him  two  children,  \  iz: 
Stella,  born  October  8,  1B73,  Germanicus,  bom  June  20,  1876. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Howard  County  Medical  Society,  lie  is  an 
intelligent  and  enterprising  man  and  a  thorough  medical  sciiolar, 
as  well  as  a  successful  physician  and  surgeon. 

BISSELL  PHELPS,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of 
Miami  County,  is  a  native  of  Lewis  Count}',  New  York,  and  was 
born  March  27,  1H05.  His  parents,  Noah  and  Ruth  Phelps,  were 
both  natives  of  Connecticut,  where  they  were  married,  and  from 
thence  in  an  early  day,  moved  to  Lewis  County  New  York,  where 
the  father  died  in  1807.  His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of 
years,  and  died  at  Wolcottville,  Indiana.  Thev  were  tlie  {tarcnts  of 
ten  children,  viz:  Hannah.  Lydia,  Noah.  Julius,  Rachel,  Ruth.  Mil- 
lie, Statira,  Solomon  and  Bissell,  our  subject,  the  next  to  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family.  He  was  married  in  Lewis 
County,  New  York,  October  28,  1832,  to  Margaret  Loucks,  who 
was  bom  in  Herkimer  County,  New  York,  August  24,  1806. 
After  Mr.  Phelps  married  he  first  settled  in  Lewis  County,  New 
York,  and  in  1853  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  in  June 
of  that  same  year,  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides. 
Clay  Township,  section  28.  His  wife  died  April  30,  1884,  having 
borne  him  five  children,  viz:  Charles  J.,  bom  July  24,  1833,  de- 
ceased; Andrew  J.,  bom  November  2X,  1835;  Mary  M.,  bom  May 
23,  1838;  Charles  R.,  bom  December  i,  1840^  deceased,  and  Caro- 
line, born  April  4,  1845;. 

ANDREW  J.  PHELPS  (farmer  and  manufacturer  of 
cheese,  section  28,  Clay  Township,  Miami  County,  Indiana),  is  a 
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8CM1  of  BisseU  and  Marmret  (Loucks)  Phelps,  and  was  born  in 
Lewis  County,  New  ^rk,  November  ai,  1835.  He  came  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  1853,  where  he  was  married  Decem- 
ber 21,  1869,  to  Caroline  C.  Wyrick,  who  was  born  in  DeKalb 
Count V,  Indiana,  February  8,  1844  ^  dauffluer  of  Jacol) 

and  Alary  M.  (Feglar)  Wyrick.  After  Mr.  Phelps,  our  subject's 
marriage,  he  settled  upon  me  same  farm  on  which  he  now  fives, 
a  part  of  which  he  had  purchased  in  1865.  He  owns  at  present 
240  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land;  all  in  Clay  Township, 
Section  28.  He  has  had  born  to  him  four  children,  viz:  Georjije 
li.,  born  September  17,  1871 ;  Franklin  C,  born  April  13.  1874; 
Albert  J.,  born  July  26,  1876  and  Thomas  \V.,  born  January  i, 
1879.  In  i860  Mr.  Phelps  was  elected  to  the  officcf  of  Trustee 
of  Clay  Township  and  held  the  office  until  1878;  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  18  months,  and  in  186;^  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  County  Snrvcvor  wliich  he  resi^jned  the  followinLT  vear. 

GE(3RGH  W.  ROSS  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana, 
November  2,  1842.  His  parents,  Richard  D.  and  Sarah  J.  (Hrown  ) 
Ross,  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Indiana  respectively,  and 
were  bom  as  follows.  The  father  was  bom  in  Blount  County, 
Tennessee,  August  22,  181 2,  and  the  mother  in  I'nion  County, 
Indiana,  June  i,  18 19.  They  were  married  in  Carroll  County, 
Indiana,  Sepleinber  12,  1837,  and  from  there  in  1861  moved  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  settling  in  Deer  Creek  Township.  There 
he  still  resides.  The  mother  died  September  27,  1873.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.:  Thomas  W.  (dtci-asedU 
Mary  C,  George  W.,  Matthew  L.  (deceased);  Rebecca  J..  Har- 
vey D.,  James  B.,  Joseph  D.  (deceased);  Emily  E.  and  Laura  B. 
I^deceased).  George  W.,  our  subject,  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  i86z,  and  in  March,  1863,  enlisted  in  the  service 
in  Company  G,  Thurty-ninth  Regiment  or  £3ghth  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Lexington.  North  Carolina,  on  July  20.  1865.  After  his  dis- 
charge he  returned  home  and  was  married  at  Peru,  Indiana,  on 
June  6,  1867,  to  Elizabeth  R.,  daughter  of  Joseph  G.  and  Esther 
A.  (Rogers)  Stevenson.  She  was  bom  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
May  18,  1849.  After  Mr.  Ross,  our  subject's,  marriage,  he  settled 
upon  the  iarm  on  which  he  now  resides,  xvhere  he  has  raided  prin- 
cipally since.  His  wife  died  August  22,  1878,  having  borne  to  him 
live  children,  viz.:  Anna  L.,  born  July  21,  1868,  and  dit'd  January 
29,  1869;  JtJseph  D.,  born  September  39,  1870;  Marry  B.,  born 
October  7,  1872,  and  died  January  31,  1873;  Lorrinidi  E.,  bom 
April  5,  1874,  and  died  May  7,  1877;  PearC  bom  May  5,  1878, 
and  died  July  10,  1878.  On  September  23,  1879,  Ro^^s 
married  Nannie  A.,  daughter  of  James  S.  and  Phebe  A.  1  Cox) 
Lovejoy.    She  was  bora  in  Decatur  County,  Ind.,  October  16, 
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1847.  Her  fother  was  bom  in  Maine,  April  12,  1806,  and  her 
mother  was  bom  in  Ohio,  June  I,  1825.  They  were  married  in 
Decatur  County,  Indiana,  February  35,  1846,  and  in  187 1  moved 

to  Howjird  County,  Indiana,  where  they  still  reside.  They  are 
the  parents  of  eleven  children.  \  iz. :  Nannie  A.,  Thaddeus  M., 
v^amuel  S.,  Maiy,  Warren,  Matiie  E.,  Rose,  James  S.,  Alice  L.., 
Frank  E.,  and  a  son,  the  twin  of  Mattie  E.,  which  died  in 
infancy  not  named.  Four  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  Ross 
by  his  present  wife,  viz.:  George  W.,  born  October  10,  1880, 
and  died  July  31,  1881;  Ruth  E.,  born  October  28.  1881;  Jessie 

H.  ,  bom  April  i,  1884,  and  Will  Antrim,  born  August  26,  1886, 

SAMUEL  M.  SHARP  was  born  in  Franklin  Count\-,  Ohio, 
November  11,1837.  His  parents,  William  and  Mary  (Teegar- 
din  )  Sharp,  were  also  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  were  born  as 
follows:  Tlie  father,  M:u-  t2,  tSo6:  and  the  mother,  Julv  17, 
181 2.  They  were  married  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  after- 
ward resided  there  until  death.  He  died  on  June  30,  1845,  and 
his  widow  subsequently  moved  to  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  and 
from  thence  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  1864,  and  made  her 
home  with  her  children  until  death  which  occurred  March  18, 
1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz:  Nancv, 
Peter,  Samuel  M.,  Aaron  T.  and  Margaret.  Samuel  M.  our  sub- 
ject, moved  with  his  parents  to  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
there  married,  November  2,  1859,  to  Isabelle,  daughter  of  Reason 
and  Anna  (Hoymen)  Bailey.  She  Vas  bora  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  July  13,  1840.  After  our  subject's  marriage,  he  first  set- 
tled in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1863  moved  to  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  and  from  thence  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  the 
pring  of  1873,  purchased  and  settled  upon  the  same  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.  He  has  had  born  to  him  thirteen 
children,  viz:  ^fory  M.,  William  H.,  Elizabeth  M.,  Jennie  D., 
Anna  M.,  Margaret  M.,  George  L.,  Myrt  A.,  Daisie  B.  (deceased), 
Leon  C,  Edwin  G.,  Reuby  N.  and  a  son  which  died  in  infancy  and 
not  named. 

JOHN  ZODY,  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  April 

I,  1831.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Susan  (Fessler)  Zody,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvana  and  Maryland  respectively.   The  former, 

Henry  Zody,  was  a  son  of  Henry  Zody,  who  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
mmiy,  and  emigrated  from  thence  to  the  State  of  I'ennsvlvania  in 
a  very  early  d^',  where  he  afterwards  resided  until  death.  He 
was  the  father  of  five  children,  viz:  Conrad,  Henry,  Jacob,  Elizabeth 
and  Louisa.  Henry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Pennsylvania,  December  4,  1798,  and  was  married  in 
Washington  County,  Mnr\  land,  to  the  above  Susan  Fessler.  w  ho 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Maryland,  May  i,  1799.  In  the 
year  1830,  Mr.  Henry  Zody,  the  father  of  our  subject,  moved  to 
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Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  aflerwards  resided  there  until  death, 
which  occurred  as  follows:  The  mother  died  January  lO,  1S59,  and 
the  fother  died  January  20,  1873.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  Louisa,  Nan<^,  Susan,  John,  Henry, 
Aaron.  Catharine  and  David.  John,  our  subject,  came  to  Miami 
Count V,  Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  and  was  married  in  Clav 

Township,  this  county,  December  7,  1856,  to  Nancy  E.  Kessler, 
who  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Indiana,  March  14,  1837,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Baltimore)  Kessler.  In  1866, 
Mr.  Zody,  our  subject,  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  in  section  i,  Clav  Township.  He  owns  at  present  238 
acres  of  land.  He  has  had  born  to  him  nine  children,  viz:  Sarah 
C,  Harlan  F.,  Laura  B.,  Ida  M.,  George  H.,  Ursula  O.,  Viola  A., 
David  O.  and  Mary.   Mr.  Zody  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Deer  Creek  Township — Situation  and  Surface  Feati  ri;s 
— ^FiRST  Settlement  by  the  Whites — Land  Entries — 
Township  Organizatioi* — ^Industries — Secret  Societies 
— ^Village  op  Miami — Biographical  Sketches. 

DEER  CREEK  TOWNSHIP  lies  in  the  extreme  south- 
west corner  of  tlie  county,  and  derived  its  name  from 
Dvcv  Creek,  its  chief  water  course.  The  area  of  the  township 
is  equivalent  to  twenty-four  square  miles,  or  15,360  acres,  and  its 
boundaries  are  as  follows:  Pipe  Creek  Township  on  the  north. 
Clay  Township  on  the  east,  and  the  counties  of  Howard  and 
Cass  on  the  south  and  west  respectively.  Deer  Creek,  the 
largest  stream,  is  very  permanent  and  constant  in  its  supplv  of 
water,  and  affords  ample  drainage  for  a  large  area  of  territory. 
It  enters  the  township  from  the  east,  flows  a  westerly  direction 
through  Sections  17  and  18,  of  Township  25  North,  4  East,  and 
crosses  the  western  boundary  from  Section  23,  Range  3,  East. 
The  general  surface  of  the  country  is  level  with  the  exception 
of  occasional  undulations  along  the  creek,  and  the  soil  ma\-  be 
described  as  a  black  loam  of  great  depth  and  fertility.  It  is  well 
adapted  to  agriculture,  and  the  principal  productions  are  wheat, 
com,  r3re,  oats,  grass  and  all  the  fruits  indigenous  to  the  north- 
em  part  of  the  State.  The  timber  which  originally  covered  the 
entire  surface  of  the  country  consisted  of  the  usual  varieties — 
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black  wafaiut,  poplar,  elm,  beech,  maple  and.  oak  predomhiadng. 
Much  of  this  was  ruthlessly  destroyed  by  the  early  settlers, 
although  sufficient  'still  remains  for  all  general  purposes.  Deer 

Creek  occupies  "no  second  place  as  an  agricultural  region,  and 
within  its  borders  arc  to  be  seen  many  of  the  best  and  most 
higiiiy  improved  farms  in  Miami  County, 

Settlement, — ^The  first  recorded  settlement  within  the  present 
lK>undaries  of  Deer  Creek  was  made  about  the  year  1844  by  Rich- 
ard Miller,  Thomas  Pearson  and  David  Hoffman.  Mr.  >Iiller  made 
an  improvement  on  what  is  known  as  the  John  O.  Smith  farm, 
about  one  mile  west  of  Miami,  and  was  perhaps  the  first  permanent 
settler  of  the  township.  I  le  was  a  true  type  of  the  pioneer,  sp^nt 
much  of  his  time  in  huntli^g  the  game  in  which  the  country  at  that 
time  abounded  and  was  an  honored  resident  of  the  County  until 
within  a  very  few  years. 

Thomas  Pearson  made  a  home  two  miles  west  of  Miami  vil- 
lage, and  early  earned  the  reputation  of  a  good  and  substantial  citi- 
zeq.  Hoffman  settled  near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Township, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
the  township  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1845  a  number  of  settlers  came  to  the  townshiji;  but  it  will 
be  impo.ssible  to  name  them  in  the  order  of  their  arrival.  One 
James  McCrary,  a  transient  settler,  located  near  the  northern  boun- 
dary early  in  the  above  year,  and  about  the  same  time  Eli  Oliver 
and  James  Davis  selected  homes;  the  former  on  the  Haggerty  farm 
and  the  latter  on  the  Coulter  land.  Richard  Webster  came  early 
in  the  year  and  settled  in  the  central  part  of  the  township  and  with 
bim  came  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Lewis,  who  located  near 
Miami  where  Mr.  Herrell  now  lives.  Others  of  1845  were  David 
Armstrong  in  the  vicinity  of  Miami;  Jesse  Julian  in  the  western 
part  of  the  township;  D.  C.  Jenkins,  Elisha  Garrett,  W.  Garrett, 
Joseph  McConnell  and  William  McConnell,  near  the  western  boun- 
dary; William  Mahon  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township;  Allen 
Busby  on  land  adjoining  the  Herrell  farm  and  James  Adamson  near 
the  southwest  corner.  Prominent  among  the  arrivals  of  1846  was 
Austin  Herrell,  who  had  pre\riously  made  a  settlement  in  the 
northern  part  of  Richland  Township.  Mr.  Herrell  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  growth  and  development  of  Deer  Creek  for  a  period 
of  over  fortv  rears  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  now  living  within 
its  borders.  Oliver  Sandifur  came  in  1846  and  is  still  living  where 
he  originally  settled,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  village  of  Miami. 
Isaac  Herrell,  brother  of  Ausdn  Herrell  and  {  roprietor  of  .Vliami, 
located  on  the  town  site  in  1846  and  Others  of  the  same  year  were 
Sylvester  Tumlin,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  township; John 
Hicks  near  Miami;  Frazee  Swinford,  ].  D.  Larimer,  William  and 
<jreorge  Swinford,  near  the  Howard  County  line.    The  years  1847 
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and  1848  witnessed  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  substantial  settlers 
among  whom  were  Sampson  Reed  near  Miami;  William  Balin^er 

in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Township;  Thomas  Caster,  Christian 
Caster,  S;nnuL-l  Triiav  and  Corneilus  Thomson  in  the  southern  and 
western  parts  and  Reubt-n  Mendenliall  near  the  northern  boundary. 
Additional  to  those  enumerated,  the  following  settlers  came  in  an 
.early  da^  and  made  sul^tantial  improvements,  namely:  John 
Beesley,  mSecdon  i,  Township  28  north.  Range  2,  East:  Joseph  A. 
Burr,  Section  2;  William  G.  Vandorn,  Section  2;  Oliver  and  James 
Jenness.  vSection  11;  John  B.  Brown,  Isaac  Burrough,  Alfred  Mur- 
phN' and  Hiram  Lott,  Section  12;  Adolphus  Runnells.  John  Nock 
and  G.  \\  .  Cline,  Section  13;  John  Dixon,  B.  F.  Brown,  William 
Pearson,  James  N.  Crist  and  lieooard  Dixon,  Section  23;  Thomas 
A.  Long,  Emery  Daggett,  William  Daggett,  C.  L.  Brown  and 
Thomas  Woodrick,  Section  29;  Samuel  Truax,  Samuel  Martindale 
and  Thomas  Martindale,  Section  36. 

Li-wis  N.  Snodderlv,  William  Marrow  and  George  Ilat^ertv,. 
in  Section  5,  Township  25  North,  4  Iilasi;  George  W.  Lariin^r,, 
Jacob  Hockman,  Benjamin  Hann  and  Joseph  Pontius,  in  section  7, 
same  township  and  range;  Nathan  Overman,  D.  R.  Taylor,  Sylvester 
Tumlin,  James  Adams,  Simeon  Farlow  and  Jacob  Knettle,  Section 
17;  Jesse  Gettinger  and  Noah  Sandifur,  Section  18;  James  Lewis,  L. 
Platts  and  Ste]ihen  Chittick,  Section  20;  Archibald  Chitliek  and 
Philip  Vandevcnder,  Section  29;  Christopher  Carter,  Section  30;. 
James  Avelin,  iSebedee  Wright  and  Andrew  Snyder,  Section  31 
and  Daniel  Russell,  section  32.  The  above  named  men  formed  the 
basis  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  township  and  the  majority  of 
them  purchased  land  from  the  Government  and  moved  on  to  the 
same  prior  to  1849. 

Land  Entries. — Deer  Creek  Township  formed  a  part  of  the 
**Great  Miami  Reservatijon*'  and  consequently  was  not  surve^'ed  and 
opened  for  setdement  as  early  as  many  other  parts  of  the  county. 
The  land  was  put  upon  the  market  subject  to  entry  in  1847,  and  dur- 
ing that  year  patents  were  obtained  bj  the  following  parties  in  var- 
ious parts  of  the  township,  to-wit:  John  Beesly,  John  B.  Brown,  B^ 
F.  Brown,  Isaac  Burroughs,  A.  Runnells,  James  S.  Davenport,  W^. 
McConneU,  James  McCrary,  G.  W.  Larimer,  James  R.  Davis,  John 
W.  Davis,  O.  H.  Sandifur,  S.  R.  Reed,  R.  M.  Daniel,  Benjamin 
Beaver,  D.  C.  Jenkins,  Jesse  Gettinger  and  James  A  velin.  During 
the  year  1848  the  following  persons  purchased  Government  lands, 
viz:  Grandison  Merrill,  Jos.  Graves,  James  Tillett,  Isaac  I  liatt,  J, 
A.  Burr,  W.  G.  Vandom,  O.  Jenness,  John  Hinchman,  James  Jen— 
ness,  senior,  A.  Mm-phy,  R.  R.  Reed,  H.  Lott,  John  Mock,  G.  W. 
Cline,  Wm.  Dixon,  J.  M.  Dixon,  L.  Dixon,  J.  Crist,  J.  T.  Watkins, 
M.  Bell,  Wm.  Miller,  John  Truax,  George  Spray.  T.  A.  Long,  F. 
Daggett,  Emery  Daggett,  T,  Woodrick,  Nathan  Piles,  A.  Waticins^ 
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John  Keever,  Samuel  Richards,  S.  Truax,  S.  Martindale,  Thomas 
Martindale,  John  Hicks,  L.  N.  Snodderly,  Wm.  Morrow,  Jos.  Lari- 
mer, Jacob  Hockman,  B.  Ilann,  D.  R.  Taylor.  Geo.  Pontius.  N. 
Overman,  Jaiiu  s  Adunis,  S.  Tuinlin,  Austin  Ilerrell.  Klisha  Gar- 
rett, W.  E.  johtisoD,  A.  B.  Waller.  Arthur  Compton,  James  Lewi.s, 
S.  Chetlick,  J.  B.  Detray,  W.  Swinford,  C.  Caster,  G.  W.  Swin- 
ford,  Archibald  Chittick,"  L.  Platts,  Z.  Wright,  A.  Snyder,  Daniel 
Russell  and  James  Fettis,  quite  a  number  of  whom  became  per- 
manent residents  of  the  township, 

TozvHship  Ori^aniziitiou. — Deer  Creek  Township  was  form- 
ally organized  in  the  year  1847.  The  first  election  was  held  at 
Reynold's  mill,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected:  D.  C. 
Jenkins,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Austin  Herrell,  Thomas  Pearson  and 
Lewis  Snodderly,  trustees;  W.  H.  Miller,  Clerk,  and  Daniel  Ellis»* 
Treasurer,  Warren  Truax  SL'rved  as  trustee  in  an  e  irly  day.  as 
did  also  William  Zehring,  The  present  township  ollicers  are  Ed. 
McConnell,  Trustee;Jacob  Shaffer  and  David  Slierrick,  Justices  of 
the  Peace. 

Iftdustries. — ^The  honor  of  building  the  first  miU  in  the  town- 
ship is  due  to  one  "Dolph"  Reynolds,  who,  as  early  as  1846,  con- 
structed a  small  com  cracker  on  Deer  Creek,  the  water  of  which 
stream  furnised  the  motive  power.  The  mill  stood  in  the  western 
jxirt  of  the  township,  and  \\  as  a  primitive  affair,  the  building  being 
a  rude  log  structure,  and  the  grinding  apparatus  consisting  of  a  sin- 
gle run  of  buhrs,  which  manufactured  a  coarse  article  of  meat 
Indifferent  as  it  was  the  mill  was  highly  prized  by  the  early  settlers, 
and  it  was  kept  running  almost  constantly  for  a  period  of  about  five 
years.  Another  mill  was  erected  bv  John  Hicks,  about  the  rear 
1850,  and  stood  on  Deer  Creek,  one  half  mile  southeast  of  the  vil- 
la^ of  Miami.  This  mill  was  a  great  curiosity,  and  its  like  has 
never  been  seen  in  this  or  any  other  country.  The  building  was  a 
square  box  structure,  built  upon  four  slender  posts,  and  the  rude 
buhrs  were  chisled  by  Mr.  Hicks  out  of  a  couple  of  rough  nif^ger 
heads  found  in  the  vicinity.  Its  capacity  under  favorable  circum- 
stances is  said  to  have  been  as  much  as  a  bushel  of  corn  per  day, 
but  ordinarily  it  fell  much  below  that  amount,  as  is  attested  by  the 
foot  that  a  gentleman  who  brought  a  half  bushel  early  one  morning, 
insisted  upon  the  miller  "retolling"  theorist  in  order  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  reach  home  with  the  menl  before  midnight.  It  is 
related  upon  another  occasion,  while  the  machinerv  was  in  full 
operation,  and  the  corn  grains  were  falling  from  the  hopper  at  the 
rate  of  about  thirty  or  forty  per  niinute,  the  wheels,  as  if  by  mutual 
consent,  suddenly  stopped  short,  and  to  the  miller's  intense  disgust 
refused  to  proceed  further  with  their  work.  Investigation  revealed 
the  fact  that  a  good  sized  sow  seeing  a  cool  place  wherein  to  pass 
the  sultry  afternoon,  had  made  her  bed  in  the  race  way,  thus  effect- 
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ually  damming  the  race  and  cutting  off  the  water  supply.  Many 
other  incidents  of  the  quaint  mill  and  quaint  milK  r  could  be  narrated-— 
how  a  boy  was  kept  employed  to  scare  the  black  birds  from  the 
hopper,  and  how  the  resell ution  that  the  mill  was  a  nuisance  to  the 
country  was  ably  discussed  in  the  backwoods  debating  club  of  the 
day.  But  enough  has  already  be6n  said  to  convince  the  reader  that 
Hicks'  corn-cracker  was  something  extraordinary  in  the  Kne  of 
of  manufacturing  enterprises.  The  first  saw  mill  in  the  township 
was  erected  by  Oliver  and  Nelson  Sandifur,  about  the  year  1850, 
or  185 1,  and  stood  a  short  distance  below  Miami,  on  Deer  Creek. 
It  did  a  fairly  successful  local  business,  and  was  in  operation  about 
lour  or  five  years.  The  other  industries  of  the  township  will  be 
appropriately  mentioned  in  the  history  of  Miami  village. 

Lodges. — Crescent  Lodge  No.  280,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  estab- 
lished about  the  year  1854,  '^"^  among  the  charter  members  were 
the  following,  viz:  A.  Armstrong,  Allen  Hatrield,  M.  T.  Norman, 
E.  Humrickhouse,  Warren  Truax,  and  Joseph  Vandevender.  The 
first  place  of  meeting  was  a  hall  over  the  Christian  Church,  which 
which  was  used  until  the  erection  of  the  present  brick  hall  in  the 
year  1882,  The  lodge  has  enjoyed  a  reasonable  degree  of  pros- 
perity ever  since  its  organization,  and  at  the  present  time  has  an 
active  membership  of  forty-four.  The  officers  are  Elijah  Vore,  W. 
M.;  S.  L.  Phister,  S.  W.;  E.  E.  KUng,  J.  W.;  A.  J.  Haynes,  Sec  y.; 
James  Coulter,  Treasurer;  Eugene  Masters,  S.  D.;  Jesse  D.  Get- 
tinger,  J.  D.,  and  Robert  Larimer,  Tyler. 

Drer  Creek  Lodge  A^'o.  2 §6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  instituted 
May  16,  1866,  with  the  following  charter  members,  viz:  T.  Ellis, 
E.  Bowman,  S.  B.  Sprinkle,  D.  Shewman  and  11.  Murden.  The 
lodge  purchased  a  hall  in  t868,  and  sold  in  1875,  erecting  dieir 
present  hall  that  year,  at  a  cost  of  about  $700.  The  organtzation 
is  not  so  strong  as  formerly,  numbering  at  the  present  time  only 
about  ten  or  twelve  members.  The  following  is  a  list  of  officers: 
S.  L.  Pheister,  N.  G.;  W.  B.  Pryor,  V.  G.;  Isaac  Records,  Secre- 
tary; J.  P.  Coulter,  Treasurer;  H.  Dye,  Warden. 

Present  Business  of  Miami* — J.  D.  Gettinger,  general  mer- 
'  chandise;  M.  C.  Bennett,  general  store;  H.  B.  Herrell,  dealer  in 
groceries,  notions,  etc;  Dr.  A.  Armstroiig»  drugs;  O.  Herrell, 
notions;  Jackson  Crane  and  Howard  Lawrence,  carpenters;  S.  L. 
Pheister,  vvagonmaker  and  blacksmith;  T.  E.  Cassingham,  harness 
maker;  W.  B.  Pryor,  shoemaker  and  dealer  in  flour  and  meal; 
Needham  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  drain  tile;  William  H.  Coucher, 
grain  dealer;  O.  Herrell,  barber. 

Religious. — Many  ol  the  early  pioneers  of  Deer  Creek  were 
religious  people  and  no  sooner  had  a  settlement  been  founded  than 
measures  were  taken  towards  the  establishment  of  churches.  "The 
iirst  meeting  in  the  township  was  held  at  the  residence  of  L.  N. 
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Snodderly  in  1846  by  the  Methodists,  Rev.  James  Rickets,  offictaU 
ing."  A  society  of  the  denomination  was  founded  in  due  time  which 
is  still  kt'pt  up  in  the  village  of  Miami.  A  good  house  of  worship 
was  creeled  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  the  soeiety  althoiii^h,  not 
so  strong  in  numbers  as  formerly,  is  still  a  power  for  good  in  tlie 
community. 

"The  denomination  known  as  the  Christians,  or  Disciples,  was, 
perhaps,  the  next  church  organized."  They  held  public  worship  in 
the  dwelling  of  Austin  Herrell,  and  later  in  the  neighboring  school 
houses.  Among  the  early  preachers  were  Elders  Geo.  W.  Smith, 
Daniel  Flinn,  Shocky,  and  Hansberry.  The  society  increased 
in  numbers  to  such  an  extent  that  within  a  few  years  after 
the  organization  a  substantial  house  of  worship  was  erected  in 
Miami,  The  church  enjoyed  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity  for 
some  years,  but  at  the  present  time  is  quite  weak  having  lost  the 
greater  number  of  its  members  by  deaths  and  removals.  Elder  D. 
A.  McDowell  is  pastor  in  charge. 

The  Deer  Creek  Baptist  Church  was  organized  sometime  prior 
to  1850  and  is  now  one  of  the  progressive  societies  of  the  coun^, 
having  upon  its  records  tlu-  names  of  about  one  hundred  active  mem- 
"bers.    The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  R.  B.  Ward. 

In  the  southwest  corner  of  the  township  is  a  flourishing  ciiurch 
o£  the  old  Chris^n  (New  Light)  denominaticMi,  organised  a  few 
years  ago  by  members  of  the  CassviUe  congregation  in  Howard 
County.  Meetings  are  held  regularly  and  the  society  is  reported  in 
l^d  condition. 

M//a^c  of  Miami. — -This  flourishing  little  town,  the  out- 
growth of  the  i.,  P.  &  C  R.  R.,  is  situated  near  the  central 
part  of  the  township,  and  dates  its  history  from  August,  1849. 
It  was  laid  out  by  James  Herrdl,  and  the  original  plat  consists 
of  forty-five  lots  and  five  streets,  three  of  which — Main,  Elm  and 
Walnut — run  north  and  south,  and  two — Fulton  and  Cherry — 
east  and  west.  In  March-,  1851,  an  additi(Mi  of  riftv-one  lots  was 
made  by  William  H.  Co.x.  In  1852  an  addition  of  twelve  lots 
was  mside  by  Richard  Miller,  and  Isaac  Herrell  platted  an  addi- 
■  tion  of  seventy-two  lots  in  February,  1853.  The  first  house  in 
the  village  was  a  log  store  building  near  the  railroad,  erected 
by  Alexander  Blake  shortly  after  the  plat  was  surveyed.  Mr. 
Blake  brought  a  small  stock  of  general  merchandise  to  the  place, 
and  for  several  years  carried  on  a  fairly  successful  business,  his 
Store  having  been  extensively  patronized  by  the  settlers  in  the 
vicinity.  Another  early  resident  of  the  town  was  S.  R.  Reed, 
who  purchased  a  lot  in  1849  h\x\\i  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Jesse  Needham.  E.  Iluni  was  perhaps  the  second  merchant, 
and  about  the  year  185 1  Austin  Herrell  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
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the  village  for  a  period  of  twenty  yeara.   Among  those  who 

sold  goods  from  time  to  time  in  the  town  were  the  followirif^: 
E.  B.  Farmer,  'rirnothv  Scott,  Small,  Warren,  Trua.x.  Necd- 
ham,  Yates,  Nelson,  Sanditur,  William  Burl,  John  Turiey,  W. 
H.  Coucher,  C.  Davis,  C.  L.  Vanwinkle,  John  Farlow,  R.  Gar- 
rett, D.  C.  Craig  and  E.  Humrickhouse. 

The  early  mechanics  of  the  village  were  S.  R.  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Ellis  and  Harvey  Miller,  carpenters,  and  Jacob  Saylers, 
blacksmith. 

Physicians. — The  following  list  comprises  tlie  medical  men 
who  have  practiced  their  professions  in  Auami  since  the  founding 
of  the  village,  viz :  T.  J.  Raybell,  David  EUis,  II .  B.  Rood,  A.  Arm- 
strong, who  has  been  in  the  town  since  1858,  Dr.  Reeves,  Dr. 
Watkins.  J.  B.  Hass.  J.  B.  Peters,  W.  R.  King,  Dr.  Grimes.  Dr. 
McCaiin.  Sanuiei  Davis  and  Theodore  Snvder.  The  resident  physi- 
cians al  the  present  lime  are  A.  Arnislrong  and  George  Davis. 

Industries, — The  earliest  industfv  of  Miami  was  a  large  steam 
saw-miU,  brought  to  the  village  in  1052  by  Alexander  Blake,  who 
operated  it  successfully  for  several  years.  It  was  burned  down  at 
one  time  and  afterwards  rebuilt,  after  which  it  passed  tlnough  the 
hands  various  parties,  closing  operations  several  years  ago.  In 
1870  Austin  Herrell  built  a  steam  saw-mill  and  ran  it  upon  quite  an 
extensive  scale  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  About  that  time,  or  per^ 
haps  a  year  later,  a  steam  flouring  mill  was  built  by  Kb.  Humrick- 
house, who  afterwards  sold  out  to  W^ilHam  Tubbs.  The  mill  was 
operated  until  1880,  at  \\  hich  time  Mr.  Tubbs  moved  it  to  Walton, 
Cass  County,  where  it  is  still  running. 

The  leading  industry  of  the  town  at  the  present  time  is  the 
large  steam  saw  mill  erected  in  1883  by  Lewis  Miller,  who 
does  a  flourishing  business  in  the  manuf  u  ure  of  lumber,  fencing, 
lath,  mill  hops  and  various  other  kinds  of  wood-work.  The  first 
hotel  in  the  village  was  operated  by  Sampson  Reed  whose  house 
early  became  a  favorite  stopping  place.  The  present  hotel  is  kept 
by  F.  M.  Ewing. 

CamaUies* — ^In  about  the  year  1867  or  *68,  a  man  met 
with  a  violent  death  in  the  village  by  being  thrown  from  his 
horse.  He  was  intoxicated  at  the  time,  and  several  mischievous 
boys,  thinking  to  have  some  sport  at  the  poor  fellow's  expense, 
frightened  the  horse,  which  ran  furiously  down  the  street,  and 
threw  him  upon  the  hard,  frozen  ground,  resulting  in  almost 
immediate  death.  In  i88z  an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Wesner 
was  killed  by  a  train  on  the  bridge  across  Deer  Creek,  a  short 
distance  soiiih  of  the  village.  lie  attempted  to  cross  the  bridge 
in  company  with  his  daughter,  but  before  reaching  the  end  was 
overtaken  by  a  part  of  a  freight  train,  which  had  been  cut  ofif 
at  the  switdh  and  crushed  in  a  horrible  manner.   A  number  of 
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years  ago  several  stores  in  the  viUage  were  broken  open  and  a 
large  atiiount  of  goods  were  stolen*    A  couple  of  men  passing' 

throuLjh  the  town  one*  nitjht  were  strongly  suspected  as  the 
giiilt\-  parties,  and  shortK-  after  they  had  left  the  town  a  drunken 
mob,  composed  of  the  rougher  element  of  the  neighborhood^ 
Started  in  pursuit  with  the  detennmatK»i  of  extorting  from  them 
a  confession  and  then  hanging  them.  The  travelers  were  over* 
Xnktm  about  one  mile  from  the  village,  and  the  scene  that  fol» 
lowed  was  disgraceful  in  the  extreme.  The  poor  wretches  were 
set  upon  without  mercy  and  hanged  to  a  tree  until  nearly  dead, 
and  let  down  in  order  to  make  them  admit  their  guilt.  This 
was  repeated  several  times  with  no  success,  as  the  men  strongly 
persisted  that  they  were  innocent  of  the  charge.  A  couple  of 
men  in  the  crowd,  conyinced  that  they  were  persecuting  the 
wrong  parties,  linally  cut  the  ropes  and  permitted  the  poor  fel- 
lovys  to  proceed  on  rheir  way.  ^  ' 

Bcnticits^  or  Bennett  Switch,  a  railroad  station  in  the  ex- 
treme southern  part  of  the  township,  is  a  local  trading  point  of 
considerable  importance,  and  at  this  time  has  a  large  genei  al 
store,  several  shops,  a  saw-mill  and  ware-house.  The  populadon 
does  not  exceed  two  hundred,  Init  the  place  is  likelv  to  com- 
mand a  good  share  of  the  current  trade  for  years  to  come. 

BIOGBAPHIGAIi  SKBTCUBS. 

JOHN  COMERFORD,  a  natiye  of  Ireland,  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1850.  He  was  bom  in  County  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  August. 
26,  1826,  where  he  received  a  common  sdiom  education.  On 
his  arrival  in  New  York  he  found  himself  withont  friends  and 
only  a  few  dollars  in  money.  He  soon  found  employment  on  a. 
farm  at  $to  per  month.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Lavyler,. 
also  a  natiye  of  Ireland,  born  in  1830,  was  celebrated  April  21.  1851. 
In  1855  after  having  lived  in  Ohio,  he  removed  to  Rush  County, 
Indiana^  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1860^  at  which  date 
he  came  to  AGami  County  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
which  comprises  part  of  his  present  home.  Mrs.  Comerford  has* 
blessed  her  husband  with  a  family  of  seven  children:  Margaret 
Ann,  Mary  J.,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  John  L.,  Catharine  and  James- 
H.  The  youngest  child  is  at  present  taking  a  collegiate  course 
at  ftfilwatucee,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Comerford  now  resides  upon  a 
&rm  of  236  acres  and  since  his  settlement  has  been  among  the 
most  influential  and  upright  citizens  of  the  count}'.  He  is  polit- 
ically a  Republican,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Catholic 
Church. 

NOAH    COTTERMAN,    is   a   native   of  Montgomery 
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County  Ohio,  and  was  born  September  6,  1837.  His  parents, 
Andrew  and  Barbara  (Stiver)  Cotterman,  were  also  natives  of 
Montgomery  County.  Mr.  Cotternian's  earlv  life  was  spent  on 
a  farm  and  in  receiving  a  common  school  education.  Catharine 
Weaver  became  his  wife  January  13,  1859.  She  was  horn  in 
Hai^erstown,  Indiana,  March  5,  1838,  her  parents,  David  S.  and 
Hannah  (Mason)  Weaver,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio 
respectively.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotterman  have  been  born 
twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living:  David  T.,  Elva  A., 
Barbara  E.  (deceased),  Clara  E.,  Jacob  S.  (deceased),  Francis 
M.,  Andrew  Y.,  Lottie  L.,  Lizzie  J.,  Charles  Robert  M. 
and  Laura  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotterman  were  married  six 
months  before  thev  could  afford  n  set  of  chairs  or  a  table.  He 
came  to  Miami  County  in  1858,  and  began  life  with  no  capital 
but  a  determined  will,  and  has  succeeded  by  diUgent  attention 
to  business,  in  accumulating  a  comfortable  home.  He  has  been 
a  Ine-long  Democrat.  Mrs.  Cotterman  is  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Cluirch. 

JAMES  W.  CROCKETT  was  born  in  Deer  Creek  Township, 
Cass  Countx',  October  25.  i86t.  and  is  a  son  of  Asher  and  Susannah 
{Plank. j  Crockett.  Asher  Crockett  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1820,  and  was  the  fifdi  son  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Asher)  drodcett,  natives  of  North  and  South  Carolina.  In 
the  p  it  rnal  line  Mr.  Crockett  is  of  Scoteh-Irish  extraction  and  of 
Welsh  in  the  maternal  line.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana.  At  this  time  Carroll 
County  was  almost  a  wilderness,  it  being  four  miles  to  the  nearest 
neighbor.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Susaimah  Plank,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  M.  (Guioe)  Plank,  natives  of  Adams  County, 
Pennsylvania,  was  solemnized  April  3,  1845.  This  union  was 
"blessed  with  seven  children:  Irmanda  (deceased),  Ilenrv  A.,  Eliza 
J.,  Delilah  E.,  Sarah  C,  James  W.  and  Susan  A.  (deceased  ).  Mr. 
Crockett  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 

e»litical  honors.  With  his  wife  he  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church, 
is  early  life  was  spent  amid  the  stirring  scenes  of  pioneer  times, 
and  he  early  became  accustomed  to  those  rugged  duties  which  fit 
him  for  the  active  labors  of  subsequent  life.  James  W.  Crockett, 
the  sulijfcl  of  our  sketch,  wais  trained  to  farming  and  now  resides 
on  the  old  home  farm;  his  education  in  youth  was  fair.  On  March 
23,  1884,  he  united  in  marria^  with  Miss  Martha  L.  P<^ock,  a 
native  of  Howard  County,  Indiana,  bom  July  27, 1864,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jolin  and  Rosanah  (Kettenhouse)  PoUodc,  natives  of  Ohio. 
By  this  union  two  children  have  been  bom,  named:  Rosanah  L. 
and  David  H. 

G.  W.  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  prominent  in  the  ranks  of  the  med- 
ical profession  of  Miami,  was  bom  in  Carroll  Coun^,  February 
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26,  1855.  At  the  a^e  of  twenty-one  he  began  the  study  of 
medidne  under  the  mstmction  of  a  brother,  Dr.  S.  H.  Davis, 
then  o£Miami»  but  now  of  Bunker  Hill,  with  whom  he  n  11  i  u  d 

for  a  period  of  three  years.  In  1S79  he  entered  the  Electic 
school  of  Medicine  al  Cincinnati  and  graduated  in  surgery  and 
medicine  the  year  follo\vini^»^.  Immediately  after  graduating,  he 
returned  to  ^uami  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  J.  Watts)  Davis,  natives  of 
this  State.  Miss  Sadie  Perry  became  his  wife  March  i,  1877.  She 
was  bom  in  Decatur  County,  December  3.  1859  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Stamper  and  Margaret  T'eny.  Mrs.  Davis  received  a  good 
education  in  youth,  especially  in  music.  Dr.  Davis  is  a  Repuli- 
can,  but  liberal  in  his  political  ojuniocn,  believing  in  every  man 
voting  his  own  sentiments. 

JACOB  DUCKWALL,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Deer  Creek 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  July  21,  1824.  His  father,  Henry  Duckwall,  was  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  married  in  1800,  to  Rosanah  Linginfelter,  of 
Manrland.  Upon  arriving  at  man*8  estate,  Jacob  began  to  work 
for  himself.  His  first  year's  wages  amounted  to  $100.  In  1845 
he  came  to  Cass  County,  Indian. i.  and  received  $8.00  per  month. 
His  wages  were  raised  the  two  followinLf  vears  to  !f  10.00  per 
month,  and  during  the  vear  1847  he  madi'  some  mone\-  trading, 
and  his  wages  were  again  raised  to  $ir.oo  per  month.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  November  3,  1848,  to  Miss  Mary  Emrick, 
native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  born  October  27,  1829. 
Six  childri'Ti  have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Anna  V., 
Henry  A.,  John  W.,  Ella  L.,  Oliver  S.  and  Cora  A.  Mr. 
Duckwall  began  married  life  as  a  renter.  In  1857  he  came  to 
this  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  32.  As 
hia  means  increased  he  added  to  what  he  already  had  so  that 
by  economy  and  industry,  he  now  owns  a  valuablr  famn  of  420 
acres,  and  pays  a  larger  tax  than  anv  man  in  Deer  Creek 
Township.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican,  tirmh-  lielieving  in  the 
principles  of  his  party,  and  he  and  wife  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

JESSE  GETTINGER  (deceased),  was  bom  n^ar  Frederick- 
town,  Maryland,  March  xo,  z8iz.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (  Hooker)  Gettinger,  were  natives  of  Germany  and  Mary- 
land, respectively,  Mr.  Gettinger's  early  life  was  spent  in  Mary- 
land, where  he  received  a  good  education,  his  father  being  well 
educated  both  in  German  and  EngHsh.  He  began  life  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  by  engaging  as 
superintendent  in  a  boot  and  shoe  factory  in  Paris,  Ohio,  which 
business  he  followed  until  his  marriage,  September  15,  1839, 
with  Miss  Melissa  Miller,  of  jLebanon,  Ohio.    Mrs.  Gettinger 
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was  born  July  8,  1818,  a  daughter  of  Ridiard  and  Julia  (Jaqua) 
MQler,  both  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  and  French  descent. 
Her  grmdfather,  Gamaliel  Jaqua,  was  a  native  of  France,  where 
he  received  a  collegiate  education,  and 'emigrated  to  America  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  the  languages.  He  entered  a  New  York 
regiment  during  the  war  and  fought  three  years.  Eight  child- 
ren were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gettinger,  namel}-:  John  T., 
Mary  J.,  Sarah  E.,  Charles  C,  Kiziah  M.  (deceased),  Jesse  D., 
Anna  A.  (deceased),  and  Ellsworlli.  Mr.  Gettinger  was  up- 
riglil  and  generous  in  all  his  dealings  and  esteemed  by  al!  who 
knew  him.    Mrs.  Gettinger  still  resides  on  the  old  home  lann. 

JESSE  D.  GETTINGER,  merchant,  Miami,  Indiana.  Among 
the  successful  business  men  of  Miami  may  be  found  the  name  of 
Jesse  D.  Gettrnger,  born  in  this  township,  September  5,  1852,  His 
father,  Jesse  Gettinger.  Sr..  was  born  in  Maryland.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  our  subject  began  life  for  himself,  by  working  in 
a  saw  mill.  In  1874,  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  but  fol- 
lowed it  only  a  short  time.  He  went  into  the  drug  busness  in  1881 
and  continued  in  the  same  for  five  years.  He  then  purchased  the 
stock  of  goods  known  as  the  Coudier  stock,  owned  by  Shirk  & 
AGller,  and  has  successfully  carried  on  the  business  ever  since.  He 
is  a  zealous  Democrat,  and  when  twenty-four  years  old  was  elected 
township  assessor  by  a  majority  of  thirty-tive,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  Republican  State  ticket  received  a  majority  of  forty •Bve, 
which  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  popularity,  hk  April,  1882,  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  community  was  attested  by  his 
being  called  to  serve  them  in  the  office  of  township  trustee,  when 
he  received  a  majority  of  forty-five.  He  was  re-elected  in  1S84  by 
•eighty-nine  majority.  He  was  married  June  12, 1874,  to  Miss  Olive 
EUars,  who  was  borki  September  8,  1855,  in  Clay  Township.  Two 
children  were  bom  to  them:  Gertie  (deceased)  and  Ola,  Mr. 
Gettinger  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

GEORGE  W.  GRAVES,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Deer  Creek  Township,  was  bom  in  Decatur  County,  Indiana, 
May,  15,  1835.  is  English  origin  on  the  paternal  side  and 
of  Irish  ort  the  maternal  side*  His  parents  were  Joseph  and 
Sarah  (Howe)  Graves.  George  W.  was  reared  to  early  man- 
hood in  his  native  county  and  received  such  education  as  was 
afforded  by  the  common  schools.  In  1854  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Deer  Creek  Township,  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  devoting  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  This  part  of 
Afiami  County  was  then  known  as  the  swamps  and  he  at  once 
commenced  the  task  to  clear  and  improve  it.  He  cut  the  first 
ditch  in  this  township.  Having  no  money  he  was  obliged  to 
clear  his  farm  unaided.  He  went  to  work  with  a  stout  heart 
and  willing  hands,  and,  as   a  proof  of  his  success,  he  now  owns 
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four  improved  farms.  February  4,  1854,  Samantha  Fickle  be- 
came his  wife.  She  was  bom  November  30,  1835.  Daniel  and 
Hetty  (Tipton)  Fickle,  natives  of  Ohio,  were  her  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Graves  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Newberry 
J.  (deceased),  Arthur  E.,  Warren,  Oscar,  Clement  V.,  Ivy  Pearl 
and  Florence  uleceased).    Mr.  Graves  is  a  staunch  Republican. 

JOHN  W.  HAGGERTY,  a  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  was  bom  m  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
February  15,  1824.  Mis  parents,  David  and  Sarah  ( Larimer) 
Haggerty,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  When  Joiin  was 
four  years  old  his  father  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  six  chil- 
dren. Until  twenty-two  \ears  of  age  Mr.  Haggerty  s  earn- 
ings went  toward  the  support  of  his  mother.  He  then  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Elkhart  County,  but  soon  left  there  and 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Pipe  Creek  Township.  He  again 
sold  out  and  settled  in  Deer  Creek  Township.  His  marriage 
witli  Miss  Sarah  C.  McCreary  was  solemnized  in  185 1.  The 
result  of  this  union  was  one  child,  named  George  A.  Mrs. 
Haggerty  died  in  1854.  M"".  Haggerty's  second  choice  was 
Miss  Ellen  Hann,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  Hann, 
citizens  of  Pipe  Creek  Township.  To  their  union  seven  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  Carey,  Annetty,  Emma  J.,  Alonzo  E., 
Idella  M.,  Melvin  E.  and  an  infant  that  died  unnamed.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Haggerty  have  lived  to  see  the  county  develop  from  an 
almost  un)m>ken  forest  into  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  populous 
regions  of  northern  Indiana.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

AUSTIN  HERRELL  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Deer  *Creek  Township.  The  place  of  his  nativity  is  Henry 
County,  Kentucky,  and  the  date  of  his  birth,  August  15,  1825. 
He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Rachel  (Wiley)  Herrell,  whose 
ancestors  were  of  English  extraction.  He  received  in  youth  a 
limited  education,  and  in  1842  came  to  Miami  Countv  and  hired 
as  a  farm  hand,  lie  began  life  with  no  means,  but  has  suc- 
ceeded, as  the  years  went  by,  in  accumulating  a  comfortable  compe- 
tency for  his  declining  years,  owning  at  one  time  over  500  acres 
of  land.  He  served  the  people  in  the  important^  office  of  Town- 
ship Trustee  for  several  years.  He  has  been  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hicks,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Elsie  1  licks.  Mrs.  Ili'irell  died  in  1862.  His  second  marriage 
occurred  in  liibj  with  Miss  Mattie  Julian,  b\'  whom  he  had 
four  children — ^Frankie  T.,  Lulu,  Clyde  and  Bell.  His  second 
wife  was  called  away  in  1875.  ^  bunness  Mr.  Herrell  has 
always  been  thoroughly  energetic  and  straightforward.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has  been  a  .Republican  until 
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the  past  few  years,  ance  which  time  he  has  uicimed  in  his  belief  ' 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Prohibition  party. 

EDWIN  T.  McCONNELL,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah 
(Thornton)  McConnell,  was  born  in  Deor  Creek  Township, 
December  29,  1849.  The  mother,  widow  of  William  H.  McCon- 
nell, was  a  native  of  Highland  County,  Ohio,  born  October  15, 
z8z8.  Her  parents,  Jolm  and  Mary  (Jfohnson)  Thornton,  were 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  of  English  and  Irish  descent.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  her  parents  moved  to  Cass  County,  Indiana. 
Her  father  entered  a  piece  of  land  near  Lofransport,  where  he 
resided  until  death.  Mrs.  McConnell  was  married  in  1842.  W.  H. 
McConnell  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  in  1815.  lie  came  to 
this  countyr  in  1846  and  entered  land  where  his  eldest  son,  James, 
now  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McConnell  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Samuel  W.  (deceased),  James  H.,  Mary 
(deceased),  Edwin  T.,  Cornelia  (deceased),  Robert  F,,  John  W. 
and  Fanny  J.  (decea.sed  ).  The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  like 
that  of  any  other  Indiana  lad  of  the  same  period,  and  he  early  in  life 
learned  the  bitter  but  beneficent  lesson  of  self-dependence,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  took  .up  the  business  of  life  in  manl}-  earnest. 
In  1877  he  enL^aLTed  in  the  manufacture  of  drain  tile,  but  disposed 
of  his  factor\-  in  1882,  and  has  since  followed  farminiT-  ^^If.  McCon- 
nell is  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  was  elected  Townsliip  Trui»lee  in 
1886,  making  the  race  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was  married 
May  II,  1882,  to  Miss  Belle  Underwood,  native  of  Howard  County, 
Indiana,  and  dauj^hter  of  John  and  Acta  E.  (  Leonard)  Underwood. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  this  union,  Carrie,  born  April  18,  1884* 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McConnell  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

DAVID  McCORMlCK,  farmer,  Deer  Creek  1  ownshlp,  was 
bom  in  RcxJcbridge  County,  Virginia,  January  19,  1818,  and 
is  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  twelve  ^ildren  bom  to  William  and 
Mary  ( Clemer)  McCormick.  the  father  of  Tennessee  and  the 
mother  of  Virginia.  David  McCormick  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Montgomerv  County,  Ohio,  at  quite  an  early  a»je,  where 
he  remained  until  his  eighteenth  \ear.  He  then  worked  at  the  . 
carpenter  trade,  but  soon  returned  to  the  farm.  He  came  to 
this  county  in  li36o  and  now  owns  a  fine  improved  farm  in  sec- 
tion 26.  He  was  married  December  20,  1838,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Orellus,  who  died  February  7,  1850,  after  bearin<;  the  following- 
children:  Levi  (deceased),  Mary,  Rebecca,  Absalom,  Sarah  J. 
(deceased),  William  and  Henry.  In  1850  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Barbara  Showalter,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
May  5,  1826,  and  to  their  union  wirr  bom  these  children:  Mar- 
garet, David  F.,  Barbara  I.,  Martha  E.  (deceased),  and  James. 
In  politics  Mr.  McCormick  acts  with  the  Republican  party. 

PATRICK  McHALE,  a  native  of  Ireland,  hearing  of  the 
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advantapes  offered  in  America,  sailed  for  this  country,  in  com- 
pany with  his  unde,  Mr.  Brown,  in  September,  1843,  and  landed 

at  New  Orleans  in  November.  Our  subject  procured  employ- 
ment for  a  short  time  and  then  began  firing  on  a  Mississippi 
steamboat  and  followed  this  occupation  until  June,  1844.  The 
year  following  he  worked  on  a  farm,  receiving  ^75  for  his  year's 
work.  He  then  contracted  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Snyder 
to  work  by  the  month,  and  worked  out  for  four  years.  Septem- 
ber 26,  1847,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Good,  daughter  of 
Philip  Good,  a  native  of  Virginia.  Thev  began  house-keeping 
in  rented  properU',  but  the  next  year  bought  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Brown  c5ounty,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  1850,  when 
he  came  to  IliCanii  County  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  the 
farm  he  now  owns  for  $320.  He  has  added  by  degrees  to  his 
first  purchase  until  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  with  first-class 
improvements.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McHale  had  a  family  of  seven 
children:  Edward  (cieceased),  John  W.  (deceased),  jatnes, 
Rebecca,  Ann,  Philip  L*.  and  Nellie.  Mrs.  McHale  was  called 
away  February  23,  1885.  Mr.  McHale  was  again  married  May 
30,  1886,  to  Sarah  J.  Groves,  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio.  Mr. 
McHale  was  born  March  1$,  1826  and  was  a  son  o£  Edward 
and  Mary  McHale. 

JOHN  C.  McILWAm,  eldest  son  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren bom  to  John  and  Sarah  (Logan)  McDwain,  natives  ol 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  first  settling  in  South  Carolina,  and  removed  from  there 
in  181 3  to  Fayette  County,  Indiana,  where  they  entered  a 
home.  Our  subject  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  May  10^  iSiOs. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  and  obtained  the  rudi- 
diments  of  an  education  in  the  rude  log  school  house  common  to 
this  country  forty  years  ago.  He  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
saddler  and  harness  trade  when  eighteen  years  old,  and  engaged 
in  that  business  in  New  Marion,  Fayette  County.  April  10,  1834, 
Nancy  Shafer,  daughter  of  George  Shafer,  of  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  became  his  wife.  Mjts.  Mcfiwain  died  in  1865,  leaving  a 
family  of  seven  diildren — ^William  A.,  Theodore  S.,  George  O., 
Sarah  E.,  Lida  J.,  Mary  and  John  W.,  of  whom  MVilliant,  Mary 
and  Theodore  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Mcllwain  came  to  Deer 
Creek  Township  in  1856,  and  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  incident  to  life  in  tlie  backwoods,  but  actuated  by 
energy  and  will,  is  now  considered  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
of  the  county.  Mr.  McDwain  is  a  decided  Republican,  always 
ready  in  the  support  and  defense  of  his  political  convictions, 

MRS.  JANE  MENDENHALL.  Mrs.  Mendwihall  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Reuben  E.  Mendenhall,  native  of  Ohio, 
September  9,  1853.    He  was  bom  September  23^  1828.  His 
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parents  located  in  this  county  when  the  few  settlements  were 
but  niches  in  the  .ilmost  impenetrable  forests.  Mr.  Mendenhall 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  man  of  local  prominence,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  departed  this  life  February  9, 
1885.  Mrs.  Mendenhall  was  bom  December  20,  1825,  in  (Jhio, 
a  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Elizabeth  (Hanes)  Shirley,  both 
of  V^ir^^nnia.  The  greater  part  of  Mrs.  Mendenhall's  life  has 
been  passed  in  this  county,  having  resided  here  some  forty-seven 
years,  and  witnessed  the  forests  give  place  to  the  growing  lields, 
and  the  wild  game  that  was  once  so  abundant,  disappear,  and  in 
her  way  has  contributed  her  share  to  the  work  of  civilization.  She 
now  lives  on  the  farm  her  husband  purchased  a  short  time  after 
their  marriage.    Mrs.  Mendenhall  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

JOSEPH  OLDHAM,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Bennett's  Switch,  and  probably  the  oldest  living  poneer  of 
this  county.  He  was  bom  in  Lampen  County,  Va.,  April  5,  1816. 
Hb  parents  were  James  and  Elizabeth  Oldham,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  former  of  French  and  latter  of  German  di  scmt.  When 
Joseph  was  quite  young  his  parents  emigrated  to  PrcliU:  Count}', 
Ohio,  and  later  moved  to  Riuidolpii  County,  this  State,  thence  to 
Wells  County,  and  in  1827,  Mr.  Oldham,  Sr.,  Joseph's  father,  pur^ 
chased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Pern  Township,  this  count};,  n^om 
Louis  Godfroy,  an  Indian.  The  government  had  erected 
dwellings  for  the  Indians,  one  on  each  section,  into  one  of  these 
houses  Mr.  Oldham  nio\  c-il,  antl  resided  tliere  about  st-vcn  \  ears.  bv 
which  time  Mr.  Oldham  had  built  on  his  own  land,  anti  in  1634  occu- 
pied his  own  home.  There  were  but  few  white  settlers  here  then, 
Miami  County  was  not  organized  yet,  Peru  was  not  thought  of,  and 
Mr.  Oldham  says  there  was  only  two  houses  on  the  site  where 
Logansport  now  stands.  It  was  here  among  the  Indians  that 
Joseph  spent  his  young  life.  There  were  no  schools  and  what  edu- 
cation Mr.  Oldham  has  was  obtained  after  maturity.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  began  to  do  for  himself  by  engaging  at  blacksmi£ing, 
but  soon  gave  that  up  and  tried  the  tanning  busineai  for  a  while, 
but  linally  gave  that  up  and  began  butchering,  which  occupation  he 
has  followed  principally  through  life.  In  September,  183S,  he  was 
married  to  Lucinda  Fobs,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  six  child- 
ren: Charles,  James,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  David,  one  of 
whom,  Mary,  is  now  living.  In  September,  1854,  Oldham 
was  called  away.  On  June  23,  1855,  he  was  again  married  to 
Mary  Countryman,  and  to  this  union  was  born  seven  children: 
Jacob,  Daniel,  Julia,  Eliza,  Joseph  F.,  Philip  and  Otto,  of  whom 
Jacob,  Philip  and  Otto  are  deceased.  Mr.  Oldham  began  life  a 
poor  man  and  to-day  has  a  comfortable  home  in  Bennett's. 

OLIVER  H.  SANDIFUR,  was  bora  in  Fayette  County, 
Indiana,  July  17, 1824.   When  six  years  of  age  his  parents,  Noah. 
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and  Mary  Sandifur,  moved  to  Carroll  County,  where  he  remained 

until  his  twent\  -first  \  oar.  In  1846  he  took  a  diiim  of  160  acres 
of  heavy  timbered  land  where  he  now  resides.  He  went  to  work 
with  a  will  and  soon  had  a  cabin  erected  and  a  few  acres  of  land 
ready  for  cultivation.  He  and  wife  by  diligence  and  economy,  have 
acqiured  a  good  home  and  pleasant  surroundings.  He  was  married 
August  XI,  1853,  to  Sarah  Beaver,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of  six 
children:  Jacob  A.  (deceased),  Mary  E.,  Emma  R,,  Noah  A., 
Oliver  U.  and  William  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandifur  are  members  of 
the  .M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Sandifur  is  a  Rej)ublican,  and  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years,  lie  possesses  an 
unblemished  character  for  honesty  and  integrity. 

WILLIAM  M.  STEDMAN,  farmer,  was  bom  in  Orange 
Countj%  New  York,  May  4,  1823.  His  parents,  Richard  and  Han- 
nah Stedman,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  New  York  respectivelv. 
They  moved  to  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  in  1833,  where  our  sub- 
ject remained  until  thirty  years  of  age.  He  emigrated  to  Tippeca- 
noe, County,  Indiana,  and  foUowed  legating  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
Canal  for  ten  years.  He  then  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the 
lower  Wabash  and  (.)hio  rivers  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1867  he 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  makes  farmin<^^  his 
sole  business,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressive  and 
wide-awake  citizens  of  Miami  County.  Mr.  Stedman  was  mar- 
ried in  1862  to  Julia  Todd,  by  whom  he  had  five  children — Hannah, 
Mary,  James,  John  and  Burt.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
believin<(  the  principles  upon  which  that  party  is  based  to  be  condu- 
cive to  the  greatest  ^ood  lo  his  section  and  to  the  country  at  lar<^e. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  A.  THOMPSON,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Garretson,  was  bom  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  October  28, 
181 3.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Read  and  Jane  Garretson,  natives 
respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  Virginia.  Mrs,  Thompson,  when 
seventeen  vears  of  ai^e,  removed  with  her  parents  to  Warren 
•Count\-,  Ohio,  where  she  remained  until  the  aijfe  of  twenty,  when 
.she  married  Cornelius  Tliompson,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  of 
Warren  County.  He  was  a  son  of  Roden  and  CI^  (Sayles) 
Thompson,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  In  April,  1849,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tli  oriipson-  removed  to  Miami  County  and  entered  forty 
acres  of  land  where  Mrs.  Thompson  now  resides.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a  highly  respected 
citizen.  His  death  occurred  August  15,  1870.  Mrs.  Thompson 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  over  half  a  century. 
She  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  only  one  living — John  C,  who 
was  born  July  26,  1852.  Miss  Anna  Stevens  became  his  wife, 
October  22,  1873,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children: 
Charley,  Pearl  and  Harvey. 

REV.  BEVERLY  R.  WARD  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
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thirteen  children,  bora  to  Beverly  R.  and  Nettie  (Glore)  Ward. 
His  parents  were  married  in  Kentucky,  October  23, 1799.  ^* 
Ward  is  a  native  of  Rush  County,  Indiana.  He  remained  with  his 
mother  until  1838,  his  father  havini;  died  October  23,  1829.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  country  school,  which  in  his 
youth  were  of  rather  an  inferior  type.  In  1838  he  accompanied 
his  brother  James  to  Clinton  County,  where  Tames  entered  eigluy 
acres  of  land.  Our  subject  took  a  claim  in  1841  in  what  was  then 
known  as  the  seven  mile  strip  or  canal  lands.  In  1848  he  removed 
to  Alto,  Howard  County,  and  engaijfcd  in  the  cabinet  business, 
which  he  followed  three  years,  and  then  sold  out  and  entered  the 
Franklin  Theological  College,  a  Baptist  institution.  He  was 
ordained  a  minister 'in  1852,  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  ministry,  having  under  his  charge  three  appointments:  Young* 
America,  Cass  County;  Dunkirk,  and  Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  near 
Alexandria,  Madison  County.  He  is  also  a  farmer  and  owns  a  fine 
farm  in  Section  14.  He  has  been  twici-  married,  the  first  time  to 
Miss  Nancy  l-eLi,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children:  Williamson  D., 
James  O.,  Sampson  L.,  John  H.,  Carey  J.,  Preston  B.  and  a  child 
that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ward  was  a  member  of  die  AGssionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  her  death,  which  occurred  January  i5»  1864, 
was  much  lamented.  Mr.  Ward's  second  marriage  took  place  in 
1864  with  Mrs.  Rebecca  C.  Okeson.  Six  children  have  been  born 
to  the  marriage,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Luella,  Nellie  G., 
Mary  T.,  Lizne  May.   Mr.  Ward  is  a  Republican. 

HON.  WILLIAM  ZEHRING,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
farmer  of  Deer  Creek  Township,  is  a  native  of  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  born  May  3,  182 1,  and  is  a  second  son  in  a  family  of  five 
children  bom  to  William  and  Elizabeth  (Garst)  Zehring,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  extraction. 
The  father  died  in  1872  and  the  mother  in  1885.  Although  our 
subject's  educational  training  was  somewhat  limited,  attending 
school  only  two  or  three  months  of  the  year,  he  was  selected  to 
teach  the  school  in  his  neighborhood,  and  continued  in  that  \  ocation 
until  he  had  taught  eleven  terms.  In  1856  he  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  for  wlucfa  he  paid 
$3^000  down,  the  amount  of  his  savings  for  thirteen  years.  lb 
1857  he  came  to  Miami  County  and  purchased  a  farm  .of  160 
acres,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  His  life  has  been  marked 
by  industry  and  energy,  and  by  diligent  labor  he  has  amassed  a 
competence  to  sustain  him  in  his  declining  years.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  has  Mtd  the  positions  of  Township  Thxstee, 
County  Commissioner  and  Representative  in  the  Legi^ture^  His 
marriage  with  Susannah  Feagler,  dau|^ter  of  John  and  Susannah 
Feat^ler,  residents  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  took  place 
August  20,  1845.    Of  their  nine  children  these  are  now  hving: 
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Josiah,  William,  Irving,  Benjamin  F.,  Sarah  E.,  John  H.  and  Alfred 
£.  Mrs.  Zehring  died  March  i8,  1865.  Mr.  Zehring's  second 
marriajns  was  solemiiized  March  16,  XS69,  with  Mrs.  Luanda  WO- 
aon.  To  their  union  one  child  has  been  born,  namely:  Katie 
(deceased).   Mrs.  Zehring  is  a  member  of  the  U.  B.  Church. 


;         CHAPTER  XII. 

Erie  Township — Surface  J'eatures  and  Products — Early 
SsnxBRS — ^Black  Hawk — Organization — Eari.t  Me- 
chanics— The  First  Mills — Religious  Matters — Bio- 
graphical Sketches. 

ERIE  TOWNSHIP  embraces  a  superficial  area  of  about  eigh- 
teen square  miles,  and  is  the  smallest  division  of  Miami 
County.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Richland  Township,  on 
the  east  bv  Wabash  Coiintv,  on  the  south  bv  Wabash  River, 
on  the  west  by  Peru  Township,  and  constitutes  the  greater  part 
of  Township  26  North,  Range  5  East,  of  the  Congressional 
survey.  The  surface  is  pleasantly  diversified,  somewhat  rolling 
in  the  South  and  Bast  and  level  in  the  northern  part  When 
first  seen  by  the  pioneer  the  face  of  the  country  was  co\  ci  cd 
with  a  dense  forest  growth,  the  most  numerous  variety  of  which 
were  walnut,  poplar,  ash,  beech,  maple,  elm  and  sycamore.  The 
bulk  of  these  woodlands  required  but  little  surface  drainage,  but 
jivere  at  once  fitted  for  cultivation  as  soon  .as  the  heavy  growth 
of  timber  was  removed.  The  soil  of  the  township  is  of  ffreat 
depth  and  fertility,  especially  in  that  part  of  the  country  Tying 
adjacent  to  the  Wabash  river.  The  northern  pirt  is  also  fertile, 
and  for  general  farming  will  compare  well  with  that  of  any 
other  division  of  the  county.  Agriculture  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  an  the  fruits  and  cereals  grown  in  Indiana  are  sure 
of  rapid  growth  and  profitable  return.  Stock  raising  is  also 
engaging  tiie  attention  of  many  of  the  farmers  and  is  rapidly 
becoming  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  township. 

Perhaps  the  first  permanent  settler  in  what  is  now  Erie 
Township,  was  Henry  King,  who  located  a  claim  near  the  west- 
ern border  in  1835,  choosing  for  his  home  what  is  known  as 
the  Dingman  farm  occupied  at  the  time  by  a  Mr.  Sampson. 
Prior  to  his  arrival  however,  Samuel  McClure,  now  a  resident 
of  Marion,  Grant  County,  established  a  trading  post  in  the  same 
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locality  and  for  several  3rear8  carried  on  a  successful  traffic  with 
the  Indians.  "His  business  was  that  of  a  trader  e.vclusivelv  and 
.  consequently  he  made  no  attempts  at  improvements  of  any  kind.'* 
Joseph  Fox  came  as  early  as  1835  '^"^  ^^^^  claim  to  the  land 
where  Alfred  Miller  livei^  not  far  from  the  old  Wabash  and 
Erie  CanaL  A  Mr.  Hale  and  his  son,  John  Hale,  arrived  the 
same  year  and  settled  in  the  western  part  of  the  Township;  the 
former  laying  claim  to  a  small  tract  of  land  which  was  subse- 
quently entered  by  a  Mr.  Ilenton.  John  Hale's  first  place  of 
settlement  was  near  tlie  lock,  but  he  afterwards  lived  in  various 
parts  of  the  township  and  took  an  active  part  in  tlie  eariy 
development  of  the  country.  Daniel  Potter  settled  on  the  canal 
opposite  the  Nichelson  farm  early  in  the  thirties  and  was  a  per- 
manent resident  of  Erie  until  his  death.  He  made  substantial 
improvements  on  his  place  including  the  first  orchard  in  the 
township  and  is  reinembcrjtd  as  a  public  spirited  and  honorable 
citizen.  About  the  year  1836,  one  James  Famash  and  son  Wil- 
liam Fai-nash  became  residents  of  Erie,  locating  a  claim  on  land 
which  William  Lynd  subsequently  purchased.  They  were  both 
types  of  a  restless  class  of  characters  usuallv  found  in  the  early 
settlement  of  all  new  countries  and  their  departure  was  not  sig- 
nalized by  the  outburst  of  any  great  amount  of  sorrow  on  the 
part  of  their  neighbors.  William'  Famash  spent  a  goodly  portion 
of  his  time  with  the  Indians  and  was  frequently  seen  on  die 
streets  of  Peru  in  companv  with  his  red  friends  gorgeouslx  attired 
in  |rtM)iiine  savage  style.  Two  other  earlv  comers  deserving  of 
special  mention  were  John  and  James  Bailey,  who  located  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Township,  sometime  prior  to  the  year  1840. 
They  both  became  noted  hunters,  and  from  the  sale  of  deer  and 
other  game,  which  they  killed  in  great  abundance,  managed  to 
supply  the  few  wants  of  their  respective  families.  They  made 
no  improvements  beyond  erecting  a  couple  of  rude  cabins  and 
with  the  advance  of  civilization,  took  their  departure  for  more 
omgenial  quarters  in  the  far  west. 

Sylvester  Henton  came  to  this  country  sometime  in  the 
thirties  and  early  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  successful  Indian 
trader.  He  took  claims  in  various  parts  of  the  countrv  and  for 
many  years  was  know  as  "Black  Hawk"  Henton,  a  name  which 
afterwards  became  attached  to  the  township.  His  brother,  Elam 
Henton,  came  later  and  settled  where  Lewis  Baker  now  lives,  pur> 
chasing  the  claim  of  John  Hale.  He  subsequently  filled  the  officea 
of  Recorder  and  Clerk  of  the  county,  and  was  justly  esteemed  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  Miami.  A  transient  settler  by  the 
name  of  French  was  living  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township  as 
early,  perhaps,  as  1838  or  1839,  *^  ^^^^^^  lat^r  Anson  Jewett  built 
a  cabin  in  the  same  locality,  which  he  occupied  for  only  a  limited 
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period.  Lewis  King  early  setth-d  w  here  his  son  Riley  now  lives 
and  about  the  same  time  Jeremiah  Taylor  settled  on  land  adjoining 
Mr.  Nichelson's  farm,  taking  a  claim  which  was  subsequently  pur- 
chased by  D.  R.  Bearss.  Other  early  settlers  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  township  were  Morris  Baker,  on  the  Jacob  Elper  place,  and 
Joseph  Misner,  near  the  canal.  Prominent  among  the  arrivals  of 
1842  were  Salathiel  Cole,  who  moved  from  Ohio  that  year  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  George  Nicholson  now  lives.  His  death, 
September  of  the  following  year,  was  one  of  the  earliest  events  of  the 
kind  in  the  township.  John  and  William  Nichelson,  brotiiers  of 
George  Nichelaon,  came  early  in  1842  and  settled  in  the  eastern  and 
southern  parts  of  the  townships  respectively;  the  former  is  living  at 
this  time  in  Missouri,  and  the  latter  died  at  his  home  in  Erie  about 
the  year  1854.  George  Nichelson  moved  to  this  township  in  the 
spring  of  1844  and  is  still  an  honored  resident  of  the  same.  A. 
Dingman  became  a  resident  in  1842,  settling  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  township;  Martin  Kennedy  and  John  Carback  were  early  setders 
in  the  western  part.  In  1843  Samuel  Philabaum  moved  to  the 
township,  locating  about  one  mile  from  the  northern  boundrv,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  and  George  Nichelson  are  the  olde  st  resi- 
dents of  Erie  now  living.  Among  the  man\'  who  came  from  time 
to  time  and  shared  in  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  lite  may  be 
mentioned:  Abner  Beeson,  in  the  southern  part;  Levi  Wright,  in 
section  5;  John  Downey,  in  the  same  section;  Thomas  Daily,  sec- 
tion 7 ;  Nicholas  Bergcr,  section  8;  James  Britton,  section  9;  Jacob 
Pier,  section  17;  William  W,  Lane,  section  17:  Dorastus  Chandler, 
where  his  son  lives;  William  Butt  and  sons,  Daniel,  William,  Elias, 
James,  Erastus,  Lawrence,  and  Frank  Butt,  not  far  from  the  canal; 
Alfred  MQler,  where  he  still  lives;  George  Nichelson,  Sr.,  father  of 
John,  William,  and  George  Nichelson  already  mentioned;  Henry 
Niman,  on  the  line  between  Miami  and  Wabash  Counties;  Thomas 
Maim,  near  what  is  now'  the  Paw-Paw  Turnpike;  William  Beeson, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  township;  Nicholas  Dice,  where  he  still 
resides;  David  Simmerman,  who  is  still  a  resident;  William  Robin- 
son, in  the  northern  part:  Jacob  Hostetler,  Charles  and  Daniel  Hen- 
derson, near  the  western  boundary;  Charles  Rector,  near  the  river; 
William  Lynd,  in  the  southern  part,  where  his  son  still  lives;  Alfred 
Baker,  not  far  from  the  canal;  Pleasant  Bell,  Mr.  Robertson,  and  a 
Mr.  Stitts,  the  exact  places  of  whose  .settlements  were  not  learned. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  persons  who  obtained  land  in  the 
township  by  entry  prior  to  the  year  1840:  Israel  T.  Canby,  frac- 
tional part  of  section  20,  township  27,  north,  range  5,  east,  August 
IT.  tS  >,o;  John  Tipton,  northeast  quarter  of  section  22,  October  11, 
1830;  William  Marshall,  southeast  quarter  of  section  21,  in  1S33; 
James  Britton,  northeast  quarter  section  3,  in  1835;  Joseph  •  ^^^o<^'"«i> 
northwest  quarter  of  section  3,  in  1835.    Other  entries  of  1835  were 
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as  follows :  WilHam  N.  Hood  and  Richard  Britton,  section  3 ;  made 
James  M.  Ray,  section  8;  M.  T.  Williams,  James  Britton  and  J.  M. 
Rav,  in  section  10;  Enoch  McCarty,  James  R.  Mcndenhall  and 
James  M.  Curry,  section  15;  Solomon  Vermilyea  and  Alexander 
Worth,  section  17.  From  the  year  1836  to  1839  ^^^^  following  men 
purchased  ^overment  land,  to-witi  Richard  and  Robert  Mmer  in 
section  4;  L^wis  Adkison  and  John  AGller,  junior,  section  16; 
William  O.  Ross  and  William  Hood  in  section  21. 

The  township  was  organized  Auprust  27,  1839,  took  its 
name  from  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  which  run  through  the 
southern  part.  The  first  election  was  held  the  same  year  on  the 
Anson  Jevvett  farm,  at  which  but  nine  votes  were  cast  **Jereniiah' 
Taylor  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Henry  King,  Daniel 
Henderson  and  Samuel  Philabaum,  were  elected  Trustees." 

The  first  mechanic  in  the  township  was  Thomas  Kennedy, 
who  operated  a  blacksmith  shop,  on  the  old  canal  for  several 
years,  during  the  early  settlement  of  the  county.  A  man  by  the 
name  of  Umstadt  was  also  an  early  blacksmith,  and  William 
"Lynd  was  one  of  the  first  carpenters  of  the  township.  Among" 
the  earliest  marriages  was  that  of  John  Passon  to  Priscilla,  daughter 
of  James  Easnash,  solemnized  sometime  in  the  year  1838. 
The  early  deaths  were  those  of  Joseph  Hale  in  1838,  Salathiel 
Cole  in  1843,  and  John  Hale,  Jeremiah  Taylor,  Joseph  Fox  and 
Daniel  Potter,  the  dates  of  whose  deaths  were  not  learned. 
Perhaps  the  ^rst  birth  in  the  township  was  that  of  John  Hale, 
Jr.,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  Hale,  born  jn  the  year  1837. 

The  first  saw  mill  in  the  township  was  built  near  the  north- 
ern border,  many  years  ago,  by  a  Mr.  Williams,  who  operated 
it  quite  successrally  until  taking  a  large  contract  for  furnishing 
railroad  timber  which  crippled  him  financially.  The  mill  was 
subsequently  purchased  by  a  Mr.  Cowger,  who  moved  the  boiler 
to  Peru.  The  next  enterprise  of  the  character  was  started  by 
Miller  and  Lllman,  who  erected  a  large  steam  mill  in  the  west- 
em  part  of  the  township.  It  was  operated  by  the  above  firm 
until  destroyed  by  fire,  after  which  Mr.  UUman  rebuilt  it.  He 
is  the  present  proprietor  and  is  doing  a  prosperous  business. 

Daniel  Reicher  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  drain  tile  in 
1882,  and  still  operates  a  large  mill  near  the  central  part  of  the 
township.  He  also  operates  an  extensive  cider  and  jelly  factory 
with  which  he  does  a  very  remunerative  business. 

**The  first  reKgious  meeting  in  the  township  was  held  at 
cabin  of  Salathiel  Cole  by  the  Baptists  early  in  the  forties.  Rev. 
John  Davis  preaching."  This  denornination,  although  having  no 
organized  society,  maintained  regular  services  for  a  number  of 
years,  using  what  was  afterwards  known  as  the  California  school 
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liolue  for  a  meeting-place.  Among  their  preachers  in  after 
years  were  Revs.  C3s  and  Witham. 

The  Christian  or  New  Light  Church  was  early  represented 

in  Erie,  although  no  society  was  ever  organized.  Meetings  were 
held  at  the  cabins  of  different  settlers  from  time  to  lime  by 
£lders  Nicholas.  Mv'ers,  John  S.  Winters  and  William  Deal. 

Calvary  M,  E,  Church, — The  oldest  religious  society  in  the 
township  dates  its  history  from  the  summer  of  1846,  at  which 
time  a  small  class  was  organized,  consisting  of  the  following 
persons,  viz.:  Daniel  Mendenhall  and  wife,  Frederick  White 
and  wife  and  Alfred  Miller  and  wife.  Revs.  Donaldson  and 
Webster  were  perhaps  the  earliest  preachers,  and  the  residence 
of  Daniel  Mendenhall  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  township 
was  used  for  a  place  of  worship  imtil  about  18^7  or  '48. 

By  that  time  a  house,  more  in  keeping  with  the  wants  of 
the  congregation,  became  necessary.  Accordingly  a  log  building, 
24x30  feet  in  size,  was  erected  on  land  donated  for  the  purpose 
by  Mr.  Mendenhall.  After  this  the  society  made  fair  progress, 
and  it  was  not  long  until  the  majority  of  the  early  settlers  in 
the  vicinity  w  ere  enrolled  among  its  members.  The  old  house 
was  abandoned  in  the  year  1865,  and  a  new  frame  building, 
35x50  feet  in  size,  erected  on  the  same  ground  at  a  cost  of 
$1,600.  At  that  time  the  membership  numbered  nearly  forty, 
and  it  has  since  increased  imtil  at  present  there  are  the  names 
of  about  seventy  communicants  on  the  records. 

When  organized,  (he  society  was  attached  to  what  is  known 
as  the  Paw  Paw  Circuit.  It  is  now  a  point  in  the  Wabash 
Circuit,  having  been  attached  to  the  latter  about  the  year  1883. 
Among  the  pastors  are  remembered  the  following,  viz.:  Revs. 
Bradshaw,  Rhodes,  Kack,  Roberts,  Munson,  Shackleford,  Reed, 
Wade,  Markley,  McElwee  and  others.  The  society  has  made 
commendable  progress,  and  is  in  prosperous  condition  at  this  time* 

Erie  Church — United  Brethren  in  Christ,  was  organized  in 
1849,  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  Philabaum.  Anion;;  the  early 
members  were  Samuel  Philabaum  and  wife,  Michael  Dice  and 
wife,  David  Rep  and  wife,  David  Zimmerman  and  wife  and  Mrs. 
Bamett.  The  early  ministers  were  Revs.  Mr.  Peters,  Hiram 
Freeman  and  Samuel  Simons.  Later  came  Rev's.  John  Surrand, 
John  Lamb,  Jesse  Bright,  Mr,  Iliff,  Mr.  Martin,  John  Farmer,  Mr. 
Turflinger,  Mr.  (jallaher  and  the  present  incumbent,  James  Grove. 
In  1850  a  hewed  log  building  was  erected  on  the  land  of 
Samuel  Philabaum.  It  was  26x30  feet  in  aze  and  answered 
well  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  imtil  1873.  lia  that 
year  the  present  substantial  frame  temple  of  worship  on  the 
Philabaum  land  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,700.  This  so- 
dety  has  been  the  outgrowth  of  faith  and  from  an  insignificant 
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bcg^inning,  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  there  are  at  this 
time  fully  two  hundred  members  belonging.  It  has  accomplished 
a  vast  amount  of  good  in  the  community  and  is  in  better  condi- 
tion than  at  any  other  time  abce  the  organization.  The  Sunday 
School,  under  the  superintendency  of  A^Iiam  Fetty  is  well  at- 
tended. 


BIOOBAPHICAIi  SKETCHES. 

LEWIS  BAKER  was  born  in  Liroa»  Ohio,  on  thr  second 
day  of  October,  1835,  '^"^1  is  the  second  son  of  Alfred  and 
Mary  (Osborn)  Baker,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio 
respectively,  and  came  to  Miami  County  in  1S43  and  located  on 
tfie  farm  on  which  Lewis  now  rencles.  He  has  always  re- 
mained at  home,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Since  reaching  hb  majority  lie  has  continuously 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  at  which  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful to  a  satisfactory  degree.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mni^'- 
gie  E.  Wibel,  April  2,  1863,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Rose  A^bel,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania*  To  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  were  bom  five  children,  two  of 
which  are  now  living — Charles  E.  and  Conrad  L. — and  the 
deceased  were  Ora  M.  and  two  infants  unnamed.  Mr.  Baker  is 
the  owner  of  400  acres  of  tine  farming  land,  situated  in  Peru 
and  Erie  Townships,  which  is  substantially  improved  and  in  a 
highU  cultivated  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members  of 
ihe  Christian  Church.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  substantial  farmers  of  Erie 
Township. 

WILLIAM  H.  BELL,  a  native  of  Peru  Township,  was 
born  February  13,  1S42,  and  is  a  son  of  Pleasant  L.  and  Laurinda 
£.  (Dufiield)  Bell,  natives  of  Indiana,  the  former  of  whom  was 
bom  April  4,  1814,  and  the  latter  April  15,  18 19.  Wm.  H.  is 
the  eldest  member  of  his  father's  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
there  still  eight  living.  Our  subject  received  a  good  education, 
having  attended  Bryant's  Business  College,  at  Chicago,  for  one 
summer,  and  the  schools  of  Peru,  which  enabled  him  to  teach 
school  for  several  years.  In  1864,  after  returning  from  Chicago, 
he  entered  the  service  of  his  country  at  the  age  of  22,  in  the 
138th  Indiana  V^olunteer  InfantrA',  Co.  A,  and  continued  about 
five  months.  After  returning  from  the  war,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  teaching,  and  was  married  March  19,  1868,  to  Nancy 
I.  Wolfe,  a  native  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  to  whom  have 
been  bom  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz: 
Cora,  Horace  E.,  Alice,  Wm.  A.,  Clarence  T.,  Nellie,  Lulu  and 
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Richard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  months.  Mr.  Bell  and 
family  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  is  a 
Republican,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
JLincoln,  which  policy  he  has  ever  since  pursued,  lie  is  ihe 
possessor  of  80  acres  of  land  m  Erie  township,  which  is  under 
a  fair  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  gentleman  that  is  held  in 
high  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

WILLIAM  BUTT  was  born  in  Ohio  on  the  loth  day  of 
May,  1829,  he  being  the  second  son  of  William  and  Effie  (Mcln- 
t}Te)  Butt,  natives  of  Virginia  and  New  York,  whose  union  was 
solemnised  in  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1826.  '  In  1832  thev  emi- 

Sated  to  Indiana  a  n  1  settled  iri  Allen. County,  near  Fort  Wayne, 
ere  thev  remained  about  thirteen  years,  and  from  ihence  moved 
to  Miami  County,  settling  on  the  Richardville  Reserve,  and 
resided  there  until  their  deaths,  which  occurred  in  1869  ^"'^ 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  has  always  followed  the 
vocation  of  a  farmer,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful,  now 
being  the  owner  of  570  acres  of  fine  river  bottom  land  in  Erie 
Township,  which  is  noted  for  its  productive  qualities.  His  home 
consists  of  an  elegant  and  imposing  two-story  brick  resicknce, 
and  he  has  a  large  and  commodious  bank-barn,  the  surroundings 
of  which  are  pleasant  in  tiie  extreme.  He  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lesher  were  omited  in  marriage  November  7,  1858,  to  whom 
four  children  were  bom,  viz:  James  F.,  Mary  E.  (deceased)* 
Ida  A.  and  Dora  E.  His  wife  died  February  23,  1869,  and  on 
the  2d  day  of  December,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Scovel,  a  native  of  New  York.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children,  Eva  L.  and  Rosa  C.  Politically 
Mr.  Butt  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  held  the  offices  of  Town, 
ship  Trustee  and  Assessor. 

VALENTINE  DURKES,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  . 
was  born  April  7,  1838,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Susannah  (Stalheber) 
Durkes,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1854, 
and  located  in  Miami  County.  Our  subject  remained  home 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  and  he  then  learned  the  carpen~ 
ter*s  trade*  which  he  followed  more  or  less  for  20  years.  He 
received  a  good  education  in  the  German  language,  but  has 
never,  since  living  in 'America,  had  the  advanta«(e  of  school- 
June  4,  1864,  ^'^^  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catharine  Barn- 
hard,  a  native  of  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  of  German  descent.  To 
this  union  there  were  six  children  born,  named  Mary  E.  ( deceased )» 
Bena,  George,  Frank,  Willie  O.  and  Emma.  In  1861,  Mr.  Durkes 
entered  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  49th  Illinois  ^''olunteer 
Infantry  and  remained  in  Grant's  division  until  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  when  he  became  ill  and  was  sent  to  his 
home.   In  February,  187 1,  Mr.  Durkes  and  family  located  on  his 


uiyiii^od  by  Google 


59« 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


farm  in  Erie  Township,  which  consists  of  126  acres,  wdl  improved 

and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  one- 
sixth  interest  in  72  acres  of  undivided  land  in  Harrison  Township. 
He  and  family  are  menilxi  s  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  he 
has  alwcU'S  been  a  Democrat. 

BENTON  HARRISON,  bom  June  22,  1845,  is  a  son  of 
Reuben  C.  and  Judith  A.  (Keever)  Harrison,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio  respectively.  In  1836  the  father  and  family 
came  from  Ohio  and  settled  in  Wayne  County,  where  they 
resided  two  years,  and  in  September,  1838,  came  to  Miami 
County  and  located  in  Richland  Township,  where  iliey  resided 
imtil  their  death.  Reuben  C.  was  bom  February  2,  1805,  and 
died  March  15,  1881.  The  mother  was  bom  April  12,  i8nf, 
and  died  July  30,  1886,  at  the  age  of  72.  Our  subject  left  the 
paternal  roof  and  started  in  business  for  himself.  He  has  always 
followed  farming.  On  the  first  day  of  February,  1872,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Melissa  A.  Nichelson,  a  native  of 
Miami  Coimty,  who  was  bom  October  z,  1849.  *  '^^  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  seven  children  liave  been  bom— Will- 
iam L.,  Jessie  (deceased),  Reuben  C,  Emma  M.,  (jcorge  W., 
Julia  A.  and  Leona  M.  Mr.  Harrison  has  lilled  the  position  of 
Assessor  of  Erie  Township,  and  was  in  1883  Township  Trustee, 
appointed  by  the  County  Commissioners  to  fill  the  vacancy  of 
Jacob  Hockstetler,  resigned,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  por- 
tion in  1884,  whidi  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents: His  politics  are  Democratic.  He  was  a  resident  con- 
tinuously of  Richland  Township  until  1873,  when  after  his  mar- 
riage he  came  to  Erie  Township  and  has  here  resided  since 
that  time.  He  is  the  possessor  of  146  acres  of  fine  farming 
land,  which  is  nicely  located  on  the  Peru  and  Paw  Paw  pike, 
tmder  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  substantially  improved. 
His  education  was  obtained  at  the  common  schools. 

FRANK  HOSTETLER,  a  native  of  Miami  County  and  of 
Erie  township,  was  born  March  22,  1859.  He  is  the  third  living 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elixabeth  (Sheder)  Hosteder,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  emigrated  to  Indiana  in  1845  and  located  on  the  f^rm  liow 
operated  by  Frank,  our  subject,  but  are  now  residents  of  Peru 
Township.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  at  one  time 
attended  college  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  At  the  age  of  21  he 
commenced  teaching  school,  and  taught  live  terms  in  his  immedi- 
ate neighborhood,  and  on  April  24,  1883,  ^  marriage  vrith  Afias 
Sarah  A.  Dise  was  solemnized,  and  to  them  one  child  has  been  bom 
— Ray  E.,  born  November  a,  1885.  Our  subject  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  after  his  marriage  resumed  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead first  occupied  by  his  parents,  a  half  of  which  he  is  the  proprie- 
tor— the  other  portion  being  owned  by  his  Eider  brother,  Gideon, 
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"n^ch  Qondsts  of  lOO  acres.  At  the  township  election  held  in  April, 
1886^  he  was  chosen  by  the  residents  of  Erie  township  to  act  as  its 
triLstee  for  the  ensuing  two  years.  The  subject  is  a  Democrat.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church. 

RILEY  G.  KING,  was  born  December  24,  1836,  in  Port- 
age County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  llmothy  L.  and  Mary  M. 
^Wright^  King,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  respec- 
tively,  wno  were  married  in  Portage  County  in  1835,  and  came  to 
this  county  in  1839,  bringing  their  family  of  two  children,  our  sub- 
ject and  Isabel.  Riley  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  24  years  old,  and  received  a  limited  education.  He  has  always 
foUowed  the  occupation  of  fanning,  and  was  employed  as  a  farm 
hand  until  the  opening  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B  of  the 
13th  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  remained  in  the  service 
about  three  vears  and  three  months,  mustered  out  July  10,  1864, 
After  he  returned  from  the  army  he  resumed  his  former  occupation, 
farming,  and  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Burke,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  bom  September  9,  1837,  was 
solemnized  on  March  12,' 1868,  at  Paw  Paw,  this  coun^.  To  this 
mii<m three  children  were  bom,  an  infant  (deceased)  unnamed,  Clar- 
ence Bruce  and  William  Oscar  aged  13  and  10  respectively.  Mr. 
King  and  family  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He 
is  a  Republican  and  always  votes  the  straight  ticket.  He  is 
the  possessor  of  188  acres  of  land  in  Erie  and  Richland  Town- 
diips  whichr  is  aU,  with  an  exception  of  27  acres  of  timber,  under 
a  lugh  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  acquired  all  by  hard  labor.  He 
is  perhaps  the  oldest  citizen  of  Erie  Township  now  living  in  its  bor- 
ders. 

JAMES  E.  MANIS,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 24,  1834,  ^  son  of  Jesse  and  Alcy  (Lawson)  Manis,  natives  of 
Tennessee.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  lim- 
ited schooling,  but  has,  since  reaching  his  majorit}-,  acquired  sutfi- 
dent  education  to  transact,  che  ordinary  business  of  the  times.  He 
w  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  land  in  Erie  Township  which  is  in  a 
fair  state  of  cultivation  and  comfortably  improved.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  MBss  Euphemia  Wright,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana, 
July  16,  1864,  to  whom  nine  children  have  1ieen  bom,  their  names 
being  as  follows:  Schuyler  C.  (deceased),  Charles  W.,  Dona 
(deceased),  an  infant  daughter  unnamed  (deceased),  Jesse,  Benny  F., 
James,  another  infant  daughter  unnamed  (deceased),  and  Albert. 
He  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Manis  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to 
Indiana  in  1853,  and  located  in  Heni^  County,  where  he  resided 
for  about  mne  years,  after  which  tmie  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  an  auctioneer  for  about  three  years,  and  then  came 
to  Miami  County  where  he  became  engaged  in  working 
by  the  day  as  a  farm  laborer,  after  which  time  by  dint  of  the 
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Strictest  economy  and  hard  labor  he  had  raised  sufficient  idoney  to 
enable  him  to  commence  business  for  himself  as  a  farm  renter,  which 
course  he  pursued  about  four  years,  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.  His  land  is  situated  in  Sections  3  and  4, 
Erie  Tow^nship.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors  and 
those  with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

GEORGE  W.  NICHELSON»  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Erie 
Township,  is  a  native  of  the  eastern  portion  of  Maryland,  and  was 
bom  October  6,  18 16.  His  parents'  names  were  George  and  Leah 
(Dorman)  Nichelson,  natives  of  ^^;^r\■laI1(l,  who  emigrated  to  Picka- 
wav  County,  Ohio,  in  April,  1817,  where  our  subject  was  reared  and 
remained  until  1844,  when  he  then  came  to  Indiana  and  located 
in  Miami  County,  where  he  has  since  continuously  resided.  He 
has  alw^ays  followed  the  occupation  of  f;u  niiii<;  and  is  now  the  pos- 
fiessor  of  300  acres  of  land  in  Erie  Township  which  is  well  improved. 
His  marriage  to  Mrs.  Eniilv  (Beers)  Cole  was  solemnized  Septem- 
ber I,  1848,  to  whom  three  children  have  been  born — Melissa,  Paul 
B.  and  George  R.  (deceased).  His  wife  was  the  mother  of  one 
daughter — ^Mary — by  her  first  husband.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.  Mr.  Nichelson  is  a  life -long  Democrat  politically,  and  sin- 
cerely believes  in  the  principles  of  that  organization.  Coming  to 
Miami  Count\'  when  he  did  Mr.  N.  will  long  be  remembered  as 
one  of  the  successful  pioneers,  and  one  whose  memory  will  ever  be 
held  in  high  esteem.  » 

PAUL  B.  NICHELSON,  a  native  of  Miami  County,  was 
1)om  May  21,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Emily  Nichel- 
son, whose  sketch  appears  above.  Paul  B.  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides. December  8,  1875,  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Jackson, 
daughter  of  James  Jackson,  of  Wabash  County,  to  whom  one  boy 
was  bom;  Harry  B.,  May  13,  iS8z.  He  is  at  present.  Assessor  of 
Erie  Tow  nship.  Has  taught  school  several  terms  and  now  owns 
55  acres  of  land  in  Erie.  He  follows  farming  and  stock  raising. 
Politicallv  he  is  a  Democrat. 

DANIEL  A.  RICHER,  a  native  of  Miami  County,  was 
bom  April  26,  1850,  a  son  of  John  and  Magdalena  (Naftzger) 
Richer,  natives  of  Switzerland  and  France,  who  emigrated  to 
Ohio  in  1840,  and  from  thence  to  Indiana  in  1848,  and  located 
in  this  countv  and  are  still  residents  of  the  same.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  tin-  common  schools,  and  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  until  about  twenty-two  years  old,  and  was  then  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mar}'  J.  Miller,  December  21,  1871.  Mrs.  Richer 
is  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was  bom  December  11,  1850  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catharine  Miller,  who  came  to  Indiana 
when  she  was  about  eight  years  of  age.  Our  subject  was  bereft 
of  his  beloved  companion  on  the  2pth  of  November,  1885.  To 
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tfieir  union  were  bom  six  children,  the  names  of  whom  are: 
William  L.,  Noah  E.,  Ktlic  R.,  John,  Isaac  N.  and  Laura  M. 
Noah  £.  died  Januar\  23,  1875,  J<>^  September  2, 
1878.  "Mr*  Richer  is  the  proprietor  o£  122  acres  of  land  in  Erie 
Township,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
is  improved  in  a  substantial  manner,  which  gives  his  house  a 
very  aristocratic  appearance.  On  his  farm  he  has  had  constructed 
a  large  two-story  brick  residence  of  modern  pattern,  and  also  a 
large  and  commodious  bank  bam,  which  afford  comfortable 
quai  UTs  for  those  that  surround  liim — both  man  and  beast.  He 
and  family  are  natives  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  While  living,  his 
wife  was  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  denomination  of  religious 
■worshippers.  When  she  was  dying  she  e.xpressed  herself  as 
ready  to  go,  and  bid  the  members  of  her  family  and  friends  an 
affectiooate  good-bye.  Politically,  Mr.  Richer  used  to  be  a  Demo- 
crat, but  latterly  is  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Prohibit- 
ionists. In  connection  with  his  farm  he  has  in  season  been  nm- 
niug  a  cider-mill,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886  he  added  a  new  depar- 
ture— hydraulic  process— which  enables  him  to  manufacture  sor- 
ghum molasses,  apple  jelly,  vinegar,  etc.,  affording  him  a  remimer- 
ative  trade. 

WILLIAM  W.  ROBERTSON,  a  native   of  Muskingum  . ' 

County,  Ohio,  was  bom  June  2  |,  1841,3  son  of  William  and  Elvira 
(Jones)  Robertson,  who  settled  in  Miami  County  in  about  1845, 
Previous  to  his  ^the  father)  coming  to  Indiana  with  his  family,  he 
and  Mr.  John  Misener  run  me  first  grocery  and  orovision  store  in 
Peru  that  was  ever  conducted  in  that  place.  W.  W.,  our  subject, 
has  in  his  possession  die  account  book,  used  by  that  firm,  the  intro- 
duction of  which  is  an  account  with  Alexander  Wilson,  to  whom  is 
charged  two  cords  of  wood  at  sixty  cents  each,  Dated  November 
30, 1839.  I'his  business  was  continued  about  one  year,  and  then 
dosed  out,  the  reasons  for  which  are  not  assigned.  When  he  re- 
turned to  Indiana  with  his  fondly  he  purdiased  about  250  acres  of 
land  lying  in  the  region  of  the  line  between  Erie  and  Richland 
Townships — now  owned  bv  R.  G.  King,  R.  Wickiser,  Louis  King 
and  what  is  known  as  the  Kitsmiller  farm.  His  death  occurred  in 
i860.  His  marriage  was  solemnized  on  the  25th  day  of  September, 
1835.  William,  our  subject,  remained  at  home  unm  about  the  age 
of  seventeen,  receiving  a  common  school  education,  being  reared 
Upon  the  farm.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Susannah  A.  Kitsmiller, 
was  solemnized  April  9,  1S65,  to  whom  eight  children  were  born: 
Alfretta  R.,  Mary  E.,  Estella  A.,  W^illiam  C,  Jessie  V.,  Louis  D. 
and  two  deceased.  Mr.  Robertson  hiis  held  the  otlice  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Constable  and  Assessor,  having  held  the  former  position 
about  six  years.   He  is  the  proprietor  of  sixty  acres  of  land  which 
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18  under  good  cultivation  in  Erie  Township,  Section  4.  Politically 

he  is  a  Democrat. 

JOHN  WAYMIRE,  a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  was 
born  August  19,  1832,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Sallie  (Fouts)  Way- 
mire,  natives  of  Ohio.  Our  subject  received  a  common  school  edu- 
.  cation,  and  at  the  age  of  about  19  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  has  followed  the  trade  more  or  less  in  connec- 
tion with  his  farmincr  ever  since.  He  came  to  hidiana  in  1858  and 
settled  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  Hves,  w  hich  was  tlien  a  wilder- 
ness. It  consists  of  80  acres,  in  section  3,  Erie  Township,  He 
was  married  in  the  spring  of  1854  to  Harriet  Speelman,  a  native  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  ten  children — five 
living — Mary  C,  Sarah  A.,  Hulda,  Alfred,  Rosan,  Andrew,  Joseph 
H.,  Noah,  Christian  and  John  E.  In  1863  he  volunteered  in  the  nth 
Cavalry,  126th,  Regiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers — was  Corporal — 
and  continued  until  the  war  closed,  lie  is  a  member  of  G.  A.  R. 
Post,  No.  65,  and  a  Republican. 


CHAPTER  XUI. 

Harrison  Township — Situation,  Arba  and  Boundary — ^Fmsr 
Sbttusmbnts — Township  Officers — £arly  Events — 
Industries — Churches  —  Snow  Hill — North  Grove  — 
McGrawsvillb — ^Biographical  Sketches. 

HARRISON  TOWNSHIP  lies  in  the  south  part  of  Miami 
County,  and  embraces  a  geographical  area  of  twenty-four 
square  miles,  bounded  as  follows:  Butler  Township  on  the  north, 
Harrison  on  the  east,  Clay  on  the  west  and  Howard  County  on  the 
south.  The  principal  water  course  is  Pipe  creek,  which  flows  in  a 
westerly  direction  through  the  northern  part  of  the  townadiip,  enter- 
ing in  section  3  and  leaving  from  section  6,  township  25,  north, 
range  5,  east.  Deer  Creek  flows  through  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  township,  and  aftords  ample  drainage  for  a  large  area  of  the 
territory.  The  Eastern  part  is  watered  and  drained  by  the  tribu- 
taries of  Pipe  creek,  several  of  which  flow  through  the  country  in 
different  directions.  The  general  surface  of  the  country  is  low  and 
level,  and  the  character  of  the  soil  may  be  judged  from  the  hea^T 
growth  of  black  w  alnut  and  other  varieties  of  valuable  timber,  which 
was  found  in  great  profusion  by  the  first  settlers.  There  is  also  a 
heavy  growth  of  oak,  maple,  elm,  beech  and  the  other  forest  trees 
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indigenous  to  this  latitude.  Large  quantities  of  lumber  were  at  one 
time  exported  from  the  township,  and  the  revenue  from  walnut 
alone,  to  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  hold  these  trees,  was 
quite  lucrative,  as  much  as  $400  and  even  more  having  been  real- 
ized from  the  timber,  growing  on  a  single  acre.  That  part  of  the 
township  lying  adjacent  to  Pipe  Creek  presents  an  exception  to  the 
general  monotonous  surface  of  the  county,  being  slightly  undulating, 
the  banks  of  said  creek  being  in  some  places  quite  precipitous. 
The  lower  portions  of  the  township  were  originally  quite  wet,  but 
of  late  a  successful  system  of  tile  drainage  has  been  resorted  to,  by 
means  of  which  a  large  area  of  valuable  lands  have  been  reclaimed 
and  put  in  cultivation.  Agriculture  is  and  alwa}'s  has  been  the  pur- 
suit of  the  citi/<  tsh  oE  the  township,  and  all  the  crops  conunon  to 
this  part  of  the  State  are  raised  in  abundance. 

The  first  settlements  within  the  present  limits  of  Harrison  were 
made  a  short  time  prior  to  the  "land  sale''  by  Imri  Murden  and 
William  Smith,  the  former  in  February,  1844,  and  the  latter  some 
time  the  following  spring.  Mr.  Murden  moved  from  near  Mexico, 
on  Eel  river,  and  "squatted"  upon  a  tract  of  unsurveyed  land  near 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  trnvnship,  which  he  purchased  from  the 
Government  in  1847.  He  made  substantial  improvements  and  was 
an  honored  resident  of  the  township  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
afterwards  disposed  of  his  possessions  here  and  returned  to  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  where  he  has  since  resided,  his  home  at 
this  time  being  near  the  town  of  Denver.  Mr.  Smith  moved  to  his 
new  home  under  manv  unfavorable  circumstances,  chief  among 
which  was  the  ahnost  impassable  condition  of  the  country,  caused  by 
the  spring  frcsliets.  The  creeks  were  all  "bank  full"  and  in  crossing 
the  larger  ones  some  of  his  household  effects  were  very  seriously  dam- 
aged. He  experienced  his  greatest  difRoilty  in  gettmg  across  Pipe 
Creek,  tlie  waters  of  which  were  entirely  too  deep  and  too  rapid  to 
be  forded,  thus  obliging  hitn  to  swim  and  ferry  his  goods  across  as 
best  he  could.  lie  reachi'cl  his  i  iaim  in  clue  time,  and  going  to  work 
at  once  soon  had  a  cabin  erected  and  several  acres  cleared  and 
under  cultivation.  The  site  of  his  settlement  is  what  is  now  the 
Elias  Mummaugh  farm,  near  the  western  boundary  of  the  township. 

Among  the  next  comers  was  one  Joshua  Dixon,  who  made 
a  few  imfvovements  and  started  a  blacksmith  shop  on  the  Gra- 
ham farm  near  the  Clay  Township  hne,  some  time  in  the  sum- 
mer or  fall  of  the  above  year.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
mechanica  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  operated  his 
shop  from  the  date  of  his  arrival  until  some  time  in  the  sixties. 
Joshua  Tharpe  came  as  early  as  1844,  and  settled  on  the  place 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Richard  Crane  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  township.  He  was  a  true  type  of  the  pioneer  hunter  of 
forty  years  ago,  and  nothing  afforded  him  greater  pleasure  than 
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the  wild,  free  life  of  the  back  woods.  Another  settler,  reported 
to  have  come  as  earlv  as  1844,  was  Jacob  Stitt,  who  made  his 
tirst  improvements  on  what  is  known  as  the  Plotner  farm,  on 
Pipe  Creek,  near  the  northeast  comer  of  the  township.  After 
1844  settlers  began  to  arrive  quite  rapidly,  although  the  land  was 
not  at  that  time  opened  for  settlement  subject  to  entry,  being  a 
part  of  the  Miami  Reservation,  which  did  not  co^e  into  market 
until  about  the  vear  1847.  The  desire  to  secure  homes  was  so 
great,  liowever,  that  before  the  survey  was  completed  the  little 
pioneer  cabins  could  be  seen  scattered  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  country,  and  in  some  localities  quite  respectable  farms  were 
deared  and  in  cultivation.  Among  the  various  comers  whose 
arrival  antedated  the  land  sale,  were  vSamuel  Spurgeon  and  Will- 
iam Burnett,  in  the  western  part  of  the  township:  James  «\iul 
Simeon  Dryer,  not  far  from  the  town  of  Santa  Fe;  Eli  Stitt, 
brother  of  Jacob  Stitt,  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  township, 
and  a  Mr.  Reeves,  who  pre-empted  land  in  the  western  part. 
Jesse  Lee,  where  he  still  lives  on  Pipe  Creek,  and  John  Wilson 
one  mile  west  of  the  village  of  North  Grove.  Z.  C.  Smiih  made 
a  settlement  as  early  as  1846  in  section  16,  and  subsequently 
moved  to  a  place  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  North 
Grove.  Levi  Willis  came  about  the  same  time,  as  did  also  Solo- 
mon Hauck,  and  setded  in  sections  9  and  3  respecti\e!y. 
Among  other  early  comers  were  the  following:  Tillman  Hall, 
where  Mr.  Lee  now  lives  in  section  10;  Stephen  Reeves,  a 
transient  settler,  on  the  Darius  Wilson  place;  Jacob  Miller,  near 
North  Grove;  William  and  James  Love,  a  short  distance  south- 
west of  Santa  Fe;  George  Copper,  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
township;  Emsley  Overman,  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace,  near 
tlie  eastern  boundary,  and  George  C.  Smith,  whose  place  of 
settlement  was  not  learned,  all  of  whom  made  claims  as  early  as 
1847.  During  the  years  of  1847  and  '48  a  number  ot  substan- 
tial men  secured  homes  in  the  township,  but  it  will  be  impossible 
at  this  late  date  to  mention  them  in  the  order  of  their  arrival. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  former  year  A.  M.  Ratliffe  was  living  on 
the  Joel  Barnhart  place,  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  town- 
ship, and  a  little  later,  Smith  Donofiue.  a  man  noted  for  his  tine 
social  qualities,  made  an  improvement  not  far  from  the  ceuir.il 
part.  An  eccentric  character  in  an  early  day  was  one  John  G. 
Miller,  a  diminutive  German,  who  settled  in  section  10,  some  time 
during  the  above  years.  He  was  known  far  and  wide  for  his 
wonderful  conversational  powers,  and  his  marvelous  propensity 
for  talking  early  became  proverbial  throughout  the  entire  south- 
ern part  of  the  county.  He  would  talk  with  every  passer-by 
until  they  became  thoroughly  worn  out,  and  when  he  started  on 
an  errand  his  wife  never  expected  him  home  until  after  dark,  as 
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he  would  be  sure  to  talk  everybody    blind**  whom  he  chanced 

to  meet. 

James  Graham  was  one  ot  the  pioneers  of  1847  and  is  still  living 
where  he  originally  settled,  in  the  western  part  of  the  township. 
His  neighbor  in  an  early  day  was  John  Wilson,  for  many  years  a 
leading  citizen  of  Harrison.  Other  pioneers  were  Marsludl  Great- 
house,  who  lociited  where  his  family  still  reside;  Daniel  Myers,  who 
lived  in  various  parts  of  the  township;  Joshua  Sullivan,  a  transient 
settler,  whose  original  location  is  not  known;  David  Rowe,  where 
B.  Busby  now  lives.  Joseph  Overman  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  township,  where  he  still  resides;  Eli  Overman,  on  the  jdace  now 
occupied  by  C.  Edwards;  Charles  Cox,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
township,  on  the  Crane  farm;  William  Mowhray,  in  the  north w  -st 
corner;  Moses  IIershber<^er,  near  the  Howard  County  line;  Benjamin 
Shrock, on  the  Delphi  Road  in  the  southern  part; Michael  Gear- 
hart,  south  of  the  Shrock  place;  Charles  Bamhart,  near  the  soutfiem 
boundary,  where  his  son  still  lives;  John  Myers,  near  Deer  Creek,  on 
the  Stetler  farm;  Abraham  Hostetler,  where  he  still  lives; John  and 
M.  V'innedj^e,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  township;  Abraham 
Garver,  on  the  Delphi  Road;  Benjamin  Benbow,  in  the  southern 
part; Edmund  L»amb,  near  the  eJistern  border;  Peter  Reger,  a  short 
distance  south  of  North  Grove;  Joseph  Cantle,  not  far  from  the 
south  line  of  the  county ;  Jacob  Livingood,  on  the  site  of  McGraws- 
A-ille  and  Abraham  Hershberger  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Township  Organization.  Th\s  township  was  set  apart  as  a 
separate  jurisdiction  m  1846,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  great 
soldier  and  president,  William  Henry  Harrison.  The  first  election 
was  held  the  same  year  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Smith,  Sr.,  and  for 

the  several  township  officers  then  chosen,  but  eijjhteen  votes  were  cast. 
The  first  Trustees  were  John  Moorman  and  David  Roe — Solomon 
Hauck  was  elected  tirst  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Abel  ilauck, 
ConstaUe.  Emsley  Overman  and  M.  Vinned^  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  an  early  day,  and  Wilham  Mowbray,  Jesse 
Lee,  Harvey  McCoy  and  Lewis  Hensler  served  as  Trustees,  a 
number  of  vears  ago.  The  Trustee  at  this  time  is  Eli  Shrock,  the 
Justices  are  Henry  Rose  and  William  T.  Bowden. 

Early  Events. — Perhaps  the  lirst  deaths  that  occurred  in  1  iar- 
rison  Township  were  those  of  the  wife  of  a  negro  known  as 
"BKick  Bill,"  some  time  in  1847,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Winebum,  who  de- 
parted this  life  the  same  year.  '-It  being  impossible  to  get  through  the 
woods  with  a  wagon  at  that  time,  her  colhn  was  carried  from 
Santa  Fe,  a  distance  of  four  miles." 

The  lirst  .birth  in  the  townsliip,  so  far  as  known,  was  that 
of  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Imri  and  Rebecca  Murden,  bom  in  the 
year  1846;  a  son,  Henry  Murden,  was  bom  to  the  same  parents 
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in  October  of  the  following  year.  "January'  4,  184B  there  was 
born  to  Marsliall  and  Elizabetli  (ireatbouse  a  son,  George,  which 
was  also  one  of  the  earliesi  births  in  the  township. 

One  of  the  earliesi  marriages  was  that  of  William  Love  and 
a  daughter  of  Wiltiam  Smith,  solemnized  in  the  spring  of  1847. 
.  "The  same  year  Henry  Daggy  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Bur- 
nett." A  marriage  deserving  of  sjieeial  mention  was  that  of 
Joseph  Tvler  and  Miss  Tharpe,  daughter  of  Ichabod  Tharpe,  cele- 
brated sometime  in  the  year  1848.  The  father  of  the  bride  made 
elaborate  preparations  for  the  happy  event,  and,  in  order  to  have 
a  sufficient  amount  of  meat  for  the  feast,  to  whidi  were  invited 
all  the  festive  j'oung  people  within  a  radius  of  8e\eral  miles, 
stole  from  the  neighboring  woods  a  fat  porker,  which,  with  a 
generous  supply  of  boiled  cabbage  and  corn  bread,  constituted 
the  sum  total  of  the  bill  of  fare.  Several  of  the  invited  guests 
had  wisely  pro\'ided  themselves  with  goodly  sized  flasks  for  the 
occasion  filled  with  a  certain  semi-transparent  coffee  colored 
liquid,  which,  when  partaken  of  b}-  the  crowd,  had  a  tendency 
to  make  them  all  uproariously  funny  long  before  the  time  fixed 
upon  for  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials.  In  due  time  the  smiling 
groom,  arrayed  in  a  gorgeous  outfit  of  homespun,  made  his 
cippearance  upon  the  scene  and  was  immediately  surrounded  by 
his  noisy  comrades,  one  of  whom,  in  a  spirit  of  mischievous  mer- 
riment, tripped  up  his  (the  groom's)  heels  letting  him  fall  in  a 
large  mud  hole  near  the  cabin  door.  This  was  the  signal  for  a 
fresh  outburst  of  fun,  and,  by  the  time  Mr.  Tyler  escaped  from 
the  mud  bath,  his  white  "tow  breeches"  presented  very  much 
the  appearance  of  the  map  of  Africa  dressed  in  deep  mourning. 
Everything  passed  off  good-naturedly,  however,  and,  at  the 
appointed  time,  %vere  said  the  words  which  united  the  happy 
couple  as  man  and  wife, 

Casualties.— T\\*i  burning  to  death  of  old  Joseph  Dixon, 
about  the  .year  1866,  was  an  event  that  cast  a  shade  of  gloom 
over  the  entire  commimity  in  which  he  had  resided  for  years.  He 
lived  for  some  years  entirely  alone  in  his  blacksmith  shop  near 
the  western  boundary  of  the  township,  aad  had  become  seriously 
artlieted.  so  much  so  that  at  times  he  could  scarcelv  use  his 
limbs.  One  cold  morning  his  little  shop  caught  fire  and  before 
help  could  arrive  the  roof  fell  in,  burying  the  unfortunate  old 
mechanic  in  the  ruins.  When  taken  from  the  fire  he  was  burned 
beyond  recognition. 

About  the  year  185 1  Henley  Thomas  met  with  a  violent 
death  by  being  crushed  beneath  the  wheels  of  a  heavily  loaded 
wagon.  He  was  driving  down  hill  at  the  time,  and  in  trying 
to  check  the  speed  of  tne  horses,  fell  in  front  of  the  wheels 
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which  passed  over  his  body,  crushing  it  in  a  most  shocking 
manner. 

/Mbisfries. — As  is  well  known,  Harrison  is  a  rich  farming 
region,  consequently  agriculture  has  been  the  principal  pursuit  of 

her  citizens.  But  little  has  been  attempted  in  the  way  of  man- 
ufacture, exxept  in  lumber,  much  of  which  was  sawed  during 
early  years  of  the  country's  settlement.  The  lirst  saw  mill  was 
built  on  Pipe  Creek,  opposite  the  village  of  Santa  Fe,  about  the 
year  1846  or  '47,  by  Matthew  Fenimore>  who  subsequentl}' 
erected  a  flouring  mill  near  the  same  place.  The  latter  has 
passed  thro\i«jrh  .  various  hands  and  is  still  in  operation.  The 
present  proprietor  is  John  Thomas.  A  large  steam  saw  mill 
was  built  at  the  village  of  Snow  Hill,  a  number  of  years  ago, 
by  Jacob  Miller  and  Bliiah  Lieurance,  who  operated  it  success- 
fully for  some  time.  It  was  subsequently  purchased  by  the 
Nicum  Brothers,  who  moved  it  from  the  township. 

A  tannery  was  started  near  the  eastern  houndarv  of  the 
township,  in  the  earlv  days,  bv  Menlev  Thomas,  who  did  a  good 
local  business  for  several  }ears.  Thomas  sold  out  to  other 
parties  who  ^ally  allowed  the  enterprise  to  fall  into  disuse. 

ReUgiom, — ^The  religious  history  of  Harrison  Township  dates 
from  the  year  1848,  at  w  hich  time  Divine  services  were  held  at  the 
cabin  of  Charles  Cox,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  tlic  Methodist 
Church.  Elder  Richardson  preached  at  regular  intervals  for  some 
time  and  his  efforts  were  the  means  of  awakening  quite  a  religious 
interest  in  the  community.  Rev.  John  Leach  was  a  pioneer  preacher 
also,  and  his  meetings  at  the  residences  of  James  Graham  and  John 
Wilson  as  lon  ^jago  as  1848,  were  well  attended  by  the  early  settlers 
of  that  pari  of  the  countv.  A  class  of  the  U.  B.  Church  was  sub- 
sequeiUh-  Organized,  w^iich  still  meets  at  the  village  of  North  Grove, 
where  in  1870  was  built  the  lirst  house  of  worship  in  the  township. 
This  society,  at  one  time  quite  strong  and  influential,  has  greatly 
decreased  in  numbers  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  is  now  in  a  very 
weak  condition. 

The  Methodists  earlv  organizt^d  a  society  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  township,  and  some  time  in  the  above  year  erected  a  neat 
frame  building  on  the  land  of  Henry  Powell,  near  the  Clay  Town- 
ship line.  This  society  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  much 
permanent  good  in  the  community,  and  is  reported  in  a  burly  pros- 
perous condition. 

At  Cary,  near  the  boundry  of  the  township,  is  a  society  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  and  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town- 
ship is  a  society  of  the  Friends  or  Quakers,  both  of  whidi  are 
reported  in  good  condition. 

The  Dunkards  have  a  church  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town- 
ship with  a  large  and  flourishing  membership.   The  society  is  kept  up 
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by  the  Amish,  a  branch  of  the  (xerman  Baptists,  a  religious  sect 
noted  for  their  strict  discipline,  rigid  morality  and  plain  manner  of 
living. 

Swnu  Hill, — defunct  village  which  formerly  stood  in  Sec- 
tion 3,  township  25,  rlorth  range  5  east,  was  laid  out  in  May. 
1853,  bv  Jacob  Miller  and  Elijah  Lieurance,  whose  large  steam 
saw  mill  was  the  first  industry  of  the  place.  A  blacksmith  shop 
was  started  soon  after  the  building  of  the  mill  and  about  the 
same  time  of  the  platting  of  the  village,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Lawson  opened  a  general  store.  Mr.  Lawson  siibse(]uently  met 
with  a  \  ioUnt  dfath  while  hauling  a  load  <^f  goods  frc^ni  Peru. 
In  crossing  Pipe  Creek,  a  large  limb  fell  from  a  tree  near  the 
edge  of  the  stream,  striking  him  on  the  head,  causing  almost 
instant  death.  The  goods  business  was  afterwards  represented 
by  other  parties,  and  at  one  time  the  village  became  the  chief 
source  of  supplies  for  a  large  neighborhood.  A  good  store  w  ith 
stock  representing  a  capital  of  over  $  ^ooo  wr>s  carried  un  for 
several  \  ears,  together  with  several  blacksmith  and  a  cabmet 
shops.  The  latter  was  opened  by  one  Jesse  Miller,  specimens  of 
whose  handiwork,  in  the  shape  of  bed-steads,  stuids,  chairs, 
bureaus,  &c.,  are  still  to  be  seen  in  many  of  the  older  house- 
holds of  the  township.  The  completion  of  the  Pan  Handle  rail- 
road through  the  county,  a  couple  of  miles  from  Snow  Tlill, 
proved  a  death  blow  to  its  aspirations,  and  from  that  time  the 
fortunes  of  the  place  began  to  wane.  Its  business  men  and 
mechanics  sought  other  and  more  fovorable  localities,  the  popu- 
lation gradually  drifted  to  other  parts,  and  at  this  dme  a  culti- 
vated Held  is  aJl  that  remains  of  the  once  promising  litth  tcnvn. 
Jesse  and  fn  orge  Bower  purchased  the  lots  from  time  to  time 
and  succeeded  in  getting  the  plat  vacated. 

A'orth  Grove.  Frotn  a  dead  town  we  now  turn  to  the  history 
of  a  live  one.  North  Grove,  on  the  Pan  Handle  railroad,  twelve 
miles  southeast  of  Peru,  was  laid  out  and  recorded  under 
the  name  of  Moorefield.  The  original  plat  consist ing  of  — 
lots,  lies  in  Section  16,  Township  25  north.  Range  5  East. 
The  village  is  an  outgrowth  of  tin-  railroad  and  earh-  became 
an  important  point  for  the  shipmerU  of  lumber,  grain  and  live 
Stock.  Among  the  earliest  residents  were  William  North,  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Ranck  and  John  Parks,  a  farmer,  who  lived  in 
the  near  vicinity.  The  tirst  business  house  was  erected  by  Abra- 
ham Color  on  the  tlie  corner  now  occupied  bv  the  large  brick 
store  room  of  Stitt  &  Eee.  Messrs.  Cescart  antl  McKinstry 
sold  goods  in  the  same  building  about  the  tinie  the  railroad  was 
completed  and  did  a  very  successful  business  for  several  years. 
John  Hartebroad  was  an  early  merchant,  as  was  also  Jackscm 
Reynolds  who,  after  carrying  on  a  fair  business  for  a  short  time. 
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sold  out  to  Licc  &  Son.  Stout  and  Kessler  opened  u  general 
store  early  in  the  seventies  and  in  1874,  Willtaro  Kessler  en- 
gaged in  business  but  sold  out  after  a  short  time  to  Messrs. 

Miller  and  Weaver.  William  Parker  erected  the  building  occu- 
pied at  this  tinif  In'  H.  L).  Dispcnnett,  and  was  identified  with  the 
mercantile  iiileresls  of  the  village  for  some  lime.  Prior  to  his 
arrival  however,  a  Mr.  Truilt  sold  goods  in  a  little  building 
which  stood  on  the  same  comer  near  where  Main  street  crosses 
the  railroad.  Ashberry  Kessler,  D.  A.  R.  Holton,  J.  M.  Lee  & 
Co.,  were  among  the  merchants  who  did  business  in  the  village 
at  different  times.  The  last  firm  was  succeeded  by  Messrs. 
Stitt  &  Lee,  the  presctit  ener^elic  and  wide  awake  merchants. 
Prominent  among  the  business  men  of  the  town  was  W.  C 
Yarnall  who  opened  a  store  in  1873  continued  the  same 
until  within  a  comparatively  recent  date.  He  was  Postmaster, 
railroad  and  express  agent  for  a  number  of  \-ears,  and  did  as 
much  if  not  more  towards  the  building  up  of  the  town  than  any 
other  citizen  of  the  place.  He  sold  out  to  Ira  Smiih  who  in 
turn  was  succeeded  by  the  present  proprietor,  C.  E.  Miller. 

The.  first  industry  of  the  place  was  a  large  steam  saw-mill» 
erected  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  village  about  the  year  1850 
by  Jacob  C.  Miller,  who  operated  it  for  several  years.  The  ne.vt 
mill  was  built  by  Mr.  I)u<t.i!i  in  1867  or  '6S,  and  in  1870,  the 
Chicago  mill,  operated  by  Charles  Somers,  was  broui^ht  to  the 
place.  The  latter  was  operated  on  quite  an  extensive  scale  for 
some  years.  The  present  saw-mill  is  operated  by  Draper  & 
Shambo,  who  report  their  business  good.  Ira  Smith  en<;ai^ed  in 
the  manufacture  of  drain  tile  in  1876,  and  still  carries  on  tlie  busi- 
ness. Messrs.  Draper  &  Shambo  operate  a  tile  kiln  also.  Long, 
Draper  &  Co.  have  at  this  time  a  large  grist  mill  in  the  course  of 
construction  for  the  manufacture  of  flour  by  the  roller  process, 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  one  of  the  best  mills  in  the  county. 
The  building  is  a  large  frame  structure,  and  its  presence  in  the 
village  will  doubtless  draw  a  great  deal  of  business  to  that  place. 

The  ph\sicians  of  North  Grove  have  been  the  folk)wing,  viz.: 
Drs.  Brandon,  Barnes,  Friermood,  Holton  and  the  present  M.  D.'s, 
T.  F.  Ijams  and  A.  J.  Gray. 

The  present  business  of  the  village  is  as  follows:  General 
merchants,  H.  J.  Dispennett,  and  the  firm  of  Stitt  &  Lee:  druggist, 
C.  E.  Miller;  confectioner,  C.  A.  Boland;  saloons.  Thomas  Collins 
and  Henry  Zimniernian:  grain  dealer,  Eugene  Fletcher;  carpenters, 
Martin  Grandstalt  and  Christian  Sanderson;  blacksmith  anil  wagon- 
maker,  Andrew  Ranck.  The  United  Brethren  have  an  organiza- 
tion and  a  neat  frame  house  of  worship,  and  the  beautiful  and  com- 
modious graded  school  building  was  recently  erected  at  a  cost  of 
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McGrawsville  is  a  small  railroad  town  on  the  line  dividing 
Clay  and  Harrison  Townships,  about  three  miles  northeast  of 
North  Grove.  It  has  one  general  store,  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  a 
church,  the  latter  in  Clay  Township.  The  village  is  surrouiuled  by 
a  good  country,  and  is  likely  to  become  a  place  of  considerable 
local  importance.   D.  F.  Deisch  is  now  the  principal  merchant 

BIOGRAPHICAL.  SKETCH£S. 

RICHARD  C.  CRANE,  a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  . 
was  bom  December  8,  1834,  to  George  and  Elizabeth  (Batey) 
Orane,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  who 

emigrated  to  Indiana  in  the  year  1848,  and  located  on  the  farm 
owned  and  managed  by  our  subject.  Mr.  Crane  was  married  in 
February,  1855,  to  iSarah  Hall,  a  native  of  Ohio,  to  whom  were 
born  these  chiMren,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mariah  Jane, 
Cathari|«,  Vioma,  Laura,  BeHe,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Armintha  and 
William,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  He  was  again  married 
January  i,  1878,  to  Miss  Mary  Miller,  a  native  of  Miami 
Countv,  and  to  this  union  three  children  have  been  born,  the 
names  of  which  are  as  follows:  Fannie,  Lydia  and  George.  He 
was  reared  on  the  form  and  received  a  common*  school  educa^  • 
tion.  He  is  the  owner  of  154  acres  of  land  in  Harrison  town- 
ship, which  he  is  improving  rapidly  and  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  always  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  vicinity  in  which  he  reside^i,  and  at  the 
polls  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

DANIEL  F.  DEISCH,  a  son  of  John  Philip  and  Catharine  F. 
(Kull)  Deisch,  was  bom  in  HocHing  County,  Ohio,  on  the  i6th  of 
March,  1848.  The  Either  and  mother  were  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, coming  to  this  country  about  1830.  They  were  married  in 
Ohio  and  settled  in  Hocking  County,  where  three  of  their  familv  of 
twelve  were  born.  In  1850  they  moved  to  Miami  County  settling  in 
Washington  Township.  \a.  about  1858  they  moved  to  Clay  Township 
^vhere  Daniel  Deisch,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  raised  on  his 
father's  farm,  receiving  a  good  common  school  education.  Remain- 
ing and  helping  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twentv  -eight. 
He  was  on  the  i6th  day  of  March,  1876.  married  to  Rebecca 
Ann  Murden,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Cynthia  Ann  (^Smith) 
Murden,  a  native  of  Miami  County,  being  bom  there  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1857,  and  a  lady  of  English  descent.  To  this  union 
were  born  six  children:  Charles  Oliver,  George  F.,  Matilda  B., 
Cora  Adell,  Osie  Filora  and  an  infant.  All  are  living.  Mr.  D. 
began  l)usiness  in  Marion  where  he  was  married,  and  in  1879  came 
to  McGrawsville  where  he  now  has  a  large  general  store,  the  Post- 
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office,  and  is  the  Riiilroad  Agent.  He  also  deals  in  grain  and  stock. 
Coming  to  this  county  when  all  was  new  and  nearly  wiMemess,  Mr. 
D.  has  seen  the  great  change  that  has  made  the  country  what  it  is. 
He  is  an  industrious,  enterprising  young  merchant  and  a  No.  i 
citizen. 

EZRA  T.  LAMB,  tht-  son  of  (Tcor^f  and  Susannah  (l^homas) 
Lamb)  was  born  the  30th  of  April,  1850,  in  Jackson  Townsliip, 
Miami  County,  Indiana.  Both  were  of.  English  descent,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Mr.  Lamb  coming  from  England.  The  &ther  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  in  1824,  and  the  whole  family  removed  to 
Madison  County,  Indiana,  But  it  was  in  Grant  County  tliat  the 
father  and  mother  met  and  were  married  in  1849.  They  settled  in 
the  woods  east  of  Amboy  and  there  began  hfe,  and  raised  their  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Bzra,  Mary  E., 
Williara  N.,  Sarah  M.,  Martha,  Angeline,  Asenath  Jane,  Walter  H. 
and  Harvey.  Of  these  Mary  and  Angeline  have  since  died.  Mr. 
Ezra  Lamb,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised  on  his  father's 
farm,  there  receiving  an  education  sutlicient  to  enable  him  to  teach 
nine  successive  winters  in  the  public  schools  of  Indiana,  and  the  last 
six  years  of  his  teaching  he  had  a  iirst-ck»s  certificate.  The  23d 
of  September,  1875,  ^i**  I<*ainb  was  married  to  Eliza  Eppele,  a  lady 
of  German  descent,  and  one  well  esteemed,  her  parents  both  emi-  • 
grating  to  this  country  from  Germany.  To  this  union  were  bom 
five  children,  viz:  Allie,  born  July  28,  1876;  Charles,  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1879,  died  July  ii,  1879;  Alburtus  G.,  born  May  21,  1880; 
Henry  S.,  bom  November  17, 1881 ;  Ina  J.,  bom  November  9, 1883, 
and  an  infant  son,  born  October  3,  1886.  In  the  spring  of  i88<5 
Mr.  Lamb  moved  to  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in  Section  27. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamb  are  nu  nibcrs  of  the  Friend  or  Quaker  Church 
at  Amboy.  Beginning  life  in  fair  circumstances  Mr.  Lamb  has 
worked  hard  and  more  than  doubled  his  means.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising, energetic  young  farmer  and  his  family  is  respected  by  all 
who  know  them. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  PLOTNER,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  was  born  April  2,  1842.  At  the  age  of  six  she 
emigrated  to  Peru  Township,  Miami  County,  with  her  parents, 
George  and  Susan  (Yeazel)  Rhineberger,  natives  of  Ohio.  The 
father  of  our  subject  always  followed  the  occupation  of  a  former. 
The  father  died  October  18,  1872,  and  the  mother  is  residing 
in  Indianapolis.  Our  subject  was  married  Januarv  7.  1864,  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Plotner  (deceased  ),  to  wliom  were  born  two  sons, 
whose  names  are  Frank  O.  and  Harry,  the  former  now  residing 
in  Iowa  and  the  latter  at  home  with  his  mother.  The  husband 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  stock  dealer,  and  met  his 
death  by  riding  on  top  of  a  moving  train  and  behig  precipitated 
to  the  ground  while  passing  through  a  low  covered  bridge  on 
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the  Bahiuiure  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  Newark,  Ohio,  October  29, 
1876.  His  life  was  insured  for  $2,000,  besides  a  farm  of  116 
acres,  which  were  left  to  the  widow  and  her  two  sons,  on 
which  she  now  resides.  Our  subject  has  a  tine  farm  in  splen- 
did cultivation  in  the  northeast  corner  (if  Tlairisfm  Township, 
Miami  County,  of  whicli  she  hdn  entire  management  and  wliich 
is  tilled  by  a  tenant. 

ELI  SCHROCK,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth,  was  bom  in 
Holmes  Coun^,  Ohio,  the  6th  of  March  1842.  Both  parents  were 
of  German  descent.  The  father  was  born  the  6th  of  March,  1804^ 
and  died  tlie  6th  of  March  1858;  the  mother  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber 1806.  and  is  still  living.    There  were  twelve  childrm  in  tiie  old 

§endeman's  family,  viz:  Catharine,  Benjamin,  Jacob,  Isaac,  Jonas, 
usannah,  Elizabeth,  Joseph,  Eli,  Noah,  Lydia  and  John,  all  bom  in 
Holmes  County,  Ohio.  Benjamin  and  Susannah  are  now  gone  on 
before.  All  with  the  exception  of  three  living  right  in  southern 
Miami  and  northern  Howard,  and  all  have  their  share  of  this  world's 
goods.     Mr.  Jacob  Schrock  in  1849,  Indiana  and  st  tl'ed 

on  the  line  between  Miami  and  Howard  County,  and  liicre  liic  fam- 
ily were  reared,  and  there  Eli  Schrock,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared,  helping  to  clear  away  the  forest  and  make  a  home. 
Mr.  Schrock  had  an  education  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  teach  two 
terms  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  Although  on  account  of 
having  no  schools,  he  did  not  go  to  school  until  at  the  a^^...'  of  r^,  vet 
has  improved  his  opportunities  and  gained  a  good  education  for 
that  time.  In  1863,  Mr.  Schrock  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Schrock,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Sproll)  Schnjck.  Both 
were  of  German  descent  and  both  are  now  living.  To  this  union 
was  born  ten  children,  viz:  Amanda,  Lavinia,  John,  Mary  Ann, 
Harvey.  Noah.  Eli  and  Elizabeth,  Emma  and  Willard.  In  1877. 
Harvey-  was  called  away.  In  the  spring  o£  1864  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schrock  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in  Section  21, 
where  he  has  since  resided  and  there  raised  his  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.-  Schrock  are  members  of  the  Amish  Church.  Mr.  Schrock 
began  life  in  fair  circumstances  and  has,  bv  dint  of  industry  and 
perseverance,  gained  a  fine  farm  of  115  acres,  within  r)^  miles 
of  North  Grove.  His  family  has  grown  to  be  respected  through- 
out the  township,  and'  in  1884  the  people  of  Harrison  Town- 
ship gave  him  their  highest  office,  that  of  Tovvn.ship  Trustee, 
and  in  1886  he  was  re-elected.  Mr.  Schrock,  is  a  thorough 
gentleman  and  expects  to  remain  on  the  farm  where  he  has 
spent  the  best  part  of  his  life  in  getting  under  the  state  of  cul- 
tivation which  it  now  is. 

JONAS  STINEMAN,  a  native  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
was  bora  March  13,  1846,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Fannie  (Hockstetter) 
Stineman,  natives  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania,  resposdvely.  The 
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father  emigrated  to  America  at  about  the  age  of  tliirty.  and  landed 
in  Canada  where  he  remained  for  about  fifteen  years,  and  then 
came  to  the  United  States  and  stopped  at  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  until  1848,  when  he  came  to  Miami  County  and 
remained  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject  until  his  death 
which  occurred  February  33,  1862.  The  mother^s  parents  came 
from  Penns\  lvania  to  the  same  county  in  Ohio  when  she  was  six  years 
old,  where  she  remained  until  her  removal  to  Indiana  with  her  hus- 
band and  family .  Jonas  is  the  only  living  child  of  his  father's  fam- 
ily and  was  reared  upon  the  farm.  His  education  was  a  moderate 
one  and  enabled  him  to  obtain  a  license  to  teach  school  on  several 
occasions.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Christner,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Barbara  f  K<^]{-  ]  Christner,  was  blessed  with  the 
birth  of  the  following  seven  children:  Peter,  Fannie,  Sarah, 
Christian,  Ezra,  Ira  and  Noah.  This  union  was  severed  by 
the  death  of  his  beloved  wife,  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1882,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  31.  His  second  marriage  with  Mrs.  Barbara 
Metzler  (Stahley)  occurred  December  13,  1885,  and  to  this  mar- 
riage one  child  has  been  born,  the  name  of  which  is  Irwin.  His 
second  wife  is  the  mother  of  nine  children  by  her  first  husband, 
Daniel  Metzler  (deceased),  the  names  of  whom  are  as  follows: 
John,  Jonas,  Lizzie,  David,  Marj',  Jessie,  Fannie,  Daniel  (deceased), 
and  Annie.  Mr.  Stineman  is  the  possessor  of  216  acres  of  fine 
farming  land  located  in  Harrison  Township,  Section  30,  which  is 
improved  in  a  substantial  manner,  having  erected  a  commodious 
two-stor\-  brick  house  and  an  enormous  bank-bam,  which  gives  his 
home  a  most  aristrocratic  appearance,  besides,  the  soil  is  under  the 
highest  state  of  cultivation,  being  drained  by  ditches  running  in 
every  needed  direction.  He  and  lamily  are  members  of  the  Amish 
denomination  of  religious  worshipers  and  are  regular  attendants  at 
service.  In  former  years  he  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party,  Init 
latterly  is  an  advocate  of  the  cause  espoused  by  the  Proh!!>itinnists. 
Our  subject  having  came  to  this  county  when  but  two  years  uf  age 
has  a  just  right  to  be  classed  among  the  old  settlers^  he  having 
experienced  the  hardships  of  the  pioneers  of  Miami  County,  and 
now  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  is  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Harrison  Township.  Mr.  S.  has  in  his  possession  a  very 
interesting  and  valuable  relic,  which  is  a  production  of  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  in  A.  D.,  1548.  It  is  a  German  bible  and  was  made 
by  Christopher  Froschour.  The  book  has  a  great  resemblance  to 
those  now  published,  although  the  works  of  to-day  represent  con- 
siderable improvement.  The  style  of  binding  is  quite  similar, 
although  more  cumbersome.  It  is  a  book  that  has  been  the  prop- 
erty of  Mr.  Jacob  Forny,  of  Canada,  and  was  purchased  by  the 
subject's  fallier  in  about  the  year  1820,  when  he  arrived  in  this 
country.  Illustrated* 
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WILLIAM  C.  YARNALL,  native  of  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  was  bom  September  6,  1841,  the  sixth  child  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Spencer)  Yamall,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  removed  to 

Indiana  in  1861,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Martin  County,  where 
they  resided  during  the  rest  of  their  lives,  his  father  having 
died  in  Aut^^ust  16,  1875.  Ihe  mother  is  still  living-.  In  his 
twentieth  year  lie  volunteered  his  services  to  his  country,  and 
enlisted  in  the  Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Regiment  of  In&mtiy 
in  August,  1862,  and  continued  in  that  service  for  three  years, 
or  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  entered  as  a  private,  and  was 
mustered  in  at  Evansville.  Indiana,  and  took  his  departure  for  the 
South,  where  he  landed  on  the  Southern  soil  at  Henderson, 
Kentucky,  and  participated  in  the  following  engagements  with 
the  enemy  of  the  Union:  At  Madison,  Kentucky,  he  took  his 
first  hand  in  a  skirmish  with  the  Gray  Coats,  and  the  first 
engagement  of  note  in  which  he  took  part  was  at  Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee.  This  experience  was  varied  by  several  minor 
engarrcments,  including  Bowling  Green,  until  1863.  The  army 
crossed  through  Cumberland  Gap,  and  were  the  first  Union 
troops  that  set  foot  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  where  considerable 
scouting  was  indulged  in  for  some  time,  and  then  the  celebrated 
battle  of  Mission  Ridge  was  placed  on  the  list  of  our  subject^s 
«?ngagements,  and  from  there  the  regiment  proceeded  to  the 
sici^e  of  Knoxville,  where  they  arrived  a  short  timt'  before  the 
departure  of  the  enemy.  They  then  received  a  call  from  head- 
quarters to  report  at  Tunnell  Hill,  Georgia,  to  assist  General 
Sherman  in  his  celebrated  campaign,  and  participated  in 
the  Buzzard  Roost  engagenient,  which  was  toon  followed  by 
the  conflict  at  Resaca,  and  after  numerous  small  encounters 
they  next  were  in  front  at  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
After  this  series  of  engagements  a  call  was  issued  by  General  Sher- 
man for  a  true  and  tried  «  orderly,**  and  for  heroic  services  and  past 
bravery  our  subject  was  chosen  for  that  position,  he  having  made 
a  record  that  warranted  the  appoinbnent.  In  this  portion  he  was 
retained  thronghont  all  the  engni^ements  of  the  war,  being  in  com- 
panv  with  the  noted  general,  and  doing  his  errands  until  the  good 
news  came  that  "Peace  was  restored."'  lie  was  exceptionally 
prompt  and  ever  ready  to  do  his  duty,  always  at  his  post  and  never 
absent  on  account  of  sickness  or  disability.  Mustered  out  at 
Greensborough,  North  Carolina,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Indianapolis.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  labored  around  through 
the  diifei  ent  parts  of  the  State  for  some  time,  and  then  came  to 
Miami  County,  where  lie  has  been  a  resident  for  about  twenty 
years.  In  1870  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ma^  A.  Hooper,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  H.  and  Sarepta  (Woodruff)  Hooper,  was  solemnized, 
to  whom  have  been  bom  two  children — Charles  Thomas  and  Will- 
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iam  C,  the  latter  of  whom  was  deceased  while  an  infant  six  months 
of  age.  He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles,  and  in  1884  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
office  of  County  Treasurer,  and  made  a  gallant  race.  He  is  a  reg- 
ular attendant  of  reli<;ious  services,  but  never  yet  has  made  a  pro- 
fession of  religion.  Until  his  departure  for  the  war  he  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  received  a  fair  education,  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  teach  the  average  common  school. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Jackson  Township — Situation  and  Area — Settlement — Or- 
ganization— ^Early  Events— R  r.  r  igious — ^Development — 
Xenia — ^Amboy — ^Biographical  Sketches. 

JACKSON  TOWNSHIP  forms  the  southeast  corner  of  Miami 
Coimty,  and  includes  a  superficial  area  of  twenU'-four  square 
miles  lying  in  Township  25,  North  Ranges  5  and  6,  East  of  the 

Congressional  survey.  It  is  six  miles  long  from  North  to  South, 
five  miles  from  East  to  West  and  bounded  as  follows:  W^abash 
County  on  the  North,  Grant  Countv  on  the  East,  Howard  County 
on  the  South,  and  the  Township  of  Harrison  on  the  W'est.  The 
Streams  are  Pipe  Creek  and  its  numerous  affluents  which  traverse 
all  parts  of  the  township,  affording  ample  drainage,  water  for  stock 
and  farm  use,  and»  in  some  places,  eligible  mill  sites.  With  the 
exception  of  the  main  stream  and  one  or  two  others  the  crcrks 
frequently  run  dry,  although  the  country  mav  be  said  to  be  well 
watered.  The  surface  of  the  township  as  a  general  rule  is 
level  with  tmdulations  along  the  various  water  courses.  The 
character  of  the  soil  is  a  dark  loam,  exceedingly  rich  and  pro- 
ductive, producing  in  abundance  all  the  crops  grown  in  North- 
ern Indiana.  The  country  was  originally  covered  with  a  dense 
forest  growth  of  the  tinest  timber,  the  gi'eater  part  of  which  has 
been  cleared,  although  sullicient  remains  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. The  leading  varietiea  were  walnut,  poplar,  beech,  sugar, 
elm,  ash  and  the  different  kinds  of  oak. 

Settlement. — As  is  well  known,  the  Township  of  Jackson  origi- 
nally formed  a  part  of  the  Miami  Reservation,  consequently  but 
few  settlers  came  to  the  country  prior  to  the  j>urchase  of  the 
land  from  the  Indians.  It  is  true  tiuit  hunters  and  trappers,  lured 
by  the  abundance  of  game  with  which  the  forests  abounded^ 
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traversed  the  country  from  time  to  time  in  quest  of  their  favorite  pur- 
suit but  it  was  not  until  about  the  vear  1842  that  the  Hrst 
actual  settlers  made  ihcir  appearance.  In  that  year  '^Thomas 
Creviston  and  Silas  Bra£Fet  two  stalwart,  energetic  youn«^  men, 
having  determined  to  try  their  fortunes  in  a  new  country,  catne 
and  built  two  cabins  near  the  line  of  Miami  and  Grant  Counties." 
"The  cabin  of  Braffet  stood  just  across  the  line  in  Richland 
Township,  Grant  County,  while  Creviston  located  in  what  is  now 
Jackson  Township  on  land  still  in  possession  of  his  heirs.'* 

The  neict  comer  was  probably  John  Powell,  who  settled 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township  on  land  now  owned  by  H. 
Draper,  some  time  in  the  above  year. 

Another  settler  of  1842,  was  Thomas  Mason,  who  located 
a  home  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  where  he 
resided  a  few  years,  selling  out  in  an  early  day  to  a  Mr.  Davis 
and  moving  from  the  county.  Thomas  Addington  came  as 
early  as  1842,  and  settled  upon  the  present  site  of  Xenia»  where 
he  made  a  good  farm  upon  which  he  resided  for  a  period  of 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  lie  left  the  township  at  the  end 
of  that  time  and  moved  to  Ifenrv  County. 

The  year  1843  witnessed  the  arrival  of  quite  a  number  of 
substantial  men,  prominent  among  whom  was  Oliver  H.  P.  Macy, 
formerly  an  early  settler  of  Grant  County.  He  came  January 
of  the  above  year  and  located  a  tract  of  land  which  is  now 
occupied  by  a  part  of  the  town  of  Xenia,  and  for  forty-three 
years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township.  He 
has  not  only  manifested  an  active  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of 
the  township,  but  was  formerly  a  potent  factor  in  coon^  poli- 
tics, and  on  account  of  his  su[)erior  business  qualifications,  was 
twice  elected  to  the  ofTice  of  Sheriff.  He  is  now  an  honored 
resident  of  Xenia,  where  he  is  spending  his  declining  years  in 
the  enjoyment  of  that  peace  and  quiet  which  only  those  who 
have  successfully  grappled  with  the  world  for  a  h«ilf  century- 
know  how  to  appreciate. 

John  Gates  settled  about  three  miles  north  of  Xenia,  early 
in  1843,  chosing  for  his  home  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Ilaskett;  about  the  same  time  or  perhaps  a  little  later.  James 
Que  located  near  the  central  part  of  the  township  on  what  is 
now  the  Lad  farm.  In  1844  James  McKinley  settled  in  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  townsliip,  where  he  lived  until  within  a 
very  recent  date.  James  Poulson  located  the  Busby  farm  in  the 
same  year,  and  prior  to  1845,  William  Bowman  and  Samuel 
Long  were  living  in  the  same  locality.  Another  settler  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  township  was  John  Long,  who  early  acquired 
an  unenviable  notoriety  on  account  of  his  quarrelsome  disposition. 
He  was  a  true  t}  pe  of  the  roystering,  backwoods  bully,  and  no 
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occasion  was  allowed  to  pass  by  unimproved,  where  he  could 
have  a  friendly  little  knockdown  with  somebody  whom  he  knew 
was  not  his  equal  in  the  manly  accomplishment  of  pugilism,  lie 
came  to  be  dreaded  by  all  the  peaceably  disposed  people  of  the 
neighborhood  and  many  could  not  repress  a  sigh  of  relief  when 
they  learned  of  his  sudden  **taking  off*  in  a  bloody  encounter 
with  a  kindred  spirit  at  an  infair  part^.  His  widow  afterwards 
married  Samuel  Lon(r. 

Among  the  seitlt  i  s  of  1S44  and  '45,  were  James  Calhound, 
near  the  centriii  pari  of  the  township;  David  Daniels,  on  llie  Helm 
farm,  near  Pipe  Creek;  Rev.  Abraham  See,  a  local  preacher  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  about  one  mile  northeast  of  Xenia,  and  Henry 
Thomas,  who  changed  his  habitation  at  frequent  intervals.  Samuel 
Butler  located  near  tlTe  northwest  corner  of  the  township  about 
the  year  1846  and  was  a  resident  for  several  years.  He  subse- 
quently became  a  Mormon  and  in  company  with  several  others 
of  that  faith  emigrated  to  Utah,  since  which  time  nothing  has 
been  heard  of  him. 

Another  early  comer,  whose  arrival  antedates  1846,  was 
Samuel  Draper,  who  settled  about  one-half  mile  west  of  Xenia. 
David  Draper  came  a  little  later  and  located  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  town.  Henry  Addington,  father  of  Thomas  Adding- 
ton,  was  an  early  setder  south  of  Xenia,  and  about  the  year  1845 
George  Badger  came  to  the  township  and  made  some  improve- 
ments tw  o  and  a  half  miles  west  of  the  present  site  of  the  town. 

Additional  to  those  mentioned,  the  following  persons  came  to 
the  township  in  an  early  d^',  viz:  William  Overman,  Eli  Overman, 
Ardi  Moorman,  Jonathan  Pearson,  Nathan  Arnold,  Jabez  and  Wil- 
liam Berry,  William  Bond,  Greorge  W.  Gates,  Thomas  StiDwell, 
William  Balinger,  Solomon  Wright,  Calvin  Edgerton,  Jacob  Rob- 
bins,  Newton  Tangurv,  EHh\i  EnsK  \ ,  William  Tangury  (^father  of 
Newton),  James  Wmimt  1,  Joseph  Shook,  Morgan  Wilhams,  Ira 
Steele,  John  Pearson  and  B.  B.  Lamb,  the  majority  of  whom 
became  readents  prior  to  the  year  1848.  After  that  date  die 
tide  of  immigration  set  in  more  numerously  and  it  will  be 
impossible  to  give  a  complete  list  of  all  entitled  to  a  mention  as 
early  settlers.  Among  the  number,  however,  are  mentioned: 
Thomas  Shinn,  F.  M.  Davis.  Joseph  Powell,  David  Adams,  Wm. 
Adams,  Jesse  Shinn,  Frank  Shinn,  Abraham  Bell,  Elliott  Walker, 
Willis  Elliott,  David  Stanley,  Henry  Cooper,  Turner  Sullivan, 
Moses  Kimball,  Jacob  Riggle,  Jacob  lludlow,  John  Hudlow,  Sr., 
John  Hudlow,  Jr.,  Jefferson  .^^hinn,  Moses  McCoy,  Wesley  Draper, 
Elijah  Draper,  Robert  Cook,  Benjamin  Benbow,  Hiram  Pearson 
and  Michael  I  lolingsworth. 

To-uin$hip  Organization, — In  1846  the  township  organization 
was  effected,  the  chief  mover  in  the  same  being  O.  H.  P.  Macy. 
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Mr.  Macy  circulated  a  petition  to  thia  effect  which  was  signed 

by  all  the  citizens  of  the  townshiji  excc'jn  two,  who  rrave  as  a 
reason  for  not  allowing  their  names  to  be  placed  on  ihc  paper 
that  they  wanted  "to  keep  law  and  order  out  of  the  country  as 
lon^  as  posnHe."  The  majority  of  the  petitioners  expressed  a 
preference  for  the  name  of  "Liberty,"  by  which  the  new  town- 
ship should  be  designated.  After  visiting  every  citizen  of  the 
township,  Mr.  Macy  walked  lo  Peru  and  presented  the  paper 
to  the    County   Commissioners,    who,    after    some  deliberation, 

j 'ranted  the  retjuest  of  the  petitioners,  substituting^  the  name  of 
ackson  (in  honor  of  Andrew  Jackson)  for  that  of  "Liberty.** 
Under  the  order  designating  the  boundaries  and  setting  apart  this 
area  as  a  separate  jurisdiction,  a  further  or(|er  was  entered  fixing 
the  date  at  which  an  election  would  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 
choosin<^  the  necessary  township  otliccrs.  The  election  was  held 
accordini^ly,  at  the  cabin  of  James  C.  Poulson,  near  Xenia,  Abraham 
See,  acting  as  inspector.  At  this  election  David  Daniels  was  chosen 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Abraham  See,  Constable.  Probably  the 
earliest  Trustees  were  James  McKinley  and  Gabriel  Hayes,  and 
later  Christian  Life.  Mr.  Bond  and  A.  I^.  Kimball,  held  the  ollice. 
Among  the  early  Justices  were  Henry  Coojier  and  Moses  Kimball. 
The  following  citizens  of  Jackson  have  been  honored  by  elec- 
ti<xi  to  county  offices  at  differimt  times,  viz:  Dr.  M.  D.  Ellis,  Audi- 
tor; Enos  Massey  and  Jos.  B.  Mills,  Commissioners;  O.  H.  P.  Macy, 
Sheriff,  and  J.  W.  Eward,  Representative. 

EarJv  Dc'itJ!^,  Births  and  J\Tarrla<j;r<;.  —The  first  death  in  Jack- 
son Township  was  that  of  an  infant  child  of  Thomas  and  Mnrv 
Addington,  w  hich  occurred  a  few  years  after  the  family  mov  ed  to 
the  county.  It  was  buried  in  the  Xenia  grave  yard,  the  first  ceme- 
try  in  the  township,  laid  out  on  the  land  of  Thomas  Mason.  Susan- 
nah Poulson, /daughter  of  James  C.  and  Delilah  Poulson,  was  bora 
Mav,  1844.  This  from  the  most  reliable  information  appears  to 
have  been  the  first  white  child  born  within  the  present  limits  of 
Jackson.  Among  the  earl^'  marriages  celehrakd  in  ilie  township 
were  those  of  Charles  Manne  to  Muia  Balinger,  Oscar  Addington 
to  Mary  A.  North,  and  Peter  Cluster  to  a  Miss  Wright.  Among 
early  marriages  deserving  special  mention  was  that  of  David  Dra- 
per to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bahnger,  which  was  solemnized  under  very 
peculiar  circumstances.  It  appears  that  the  ladv  in  question  resided 
with  a  sister  a  short  distance  across  the  line  in  Grant  County,  while 
the  groom,  who  was  resident  of  Miami,  made  the  serious  mistake  of 
going  to  Peru  to  procure  the  document  necessary  to  legalise  the 
union.  The  license  properly  signed  and  adorned  with  the  seal  of 
the  Miami  Countv  Court,  was  procured  in  due  time,  and  \\  ith  this 
in  his  pocket  the  happv  young  man  wended  his  wav  to  the  residence 
of  the  e.xpectant  bride,  who,  with  a  number  of  invited  guests,  was 
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anxiously  awaiting  his  arrival.   EveiyUung  was  gotten  in  readiness 

for  the  ceremony,  when  the  clerical  gentleman,  who  was  to  officiate, 

astonished  the  assembled  company  b}'  the  startling  intelligence  that 
a  marriage  in  Grant  County  could  not  be  legally  solemnized  under 
a  license  from  Miami.  As  an  escape  from  the  embarrassing 
dilemma  which  followed  this  announcenienl,,some  one  suggested 
that,  as  the  county  line  was  not  far  distance,  the  whole  party  should 
walk  over  to  the  proper  territoiy  where  the  ceremony  could  be  per- 
formed and  much  disappointment  saved.  This  was  no  sooner  said 
than  acted  upon,  and  the  jolly  crowd,  headed  by  the  clergyman, 
made  its  way  across  the  border,  where  in  the  midst  of  a  tliick 
woods,  were  said  the  words  which  fore\  er  made  the  happy  couple 
man  and  wife. 

Religious. — ^The  first  religious  services  were  held  about  the 
year  1845  by  the  Methodists  at  the  residence  of  John  Powell.  The 
first  ministers  of  this  denomination  were  Revs.  Abraham  See, 
Alfred  Sharp  and  Elias  Masters.  Not  long  after  the  United  Breth- 
ren held  services  at  the  house  of  James  C.  Poulson,  where  Rev. 
George  C.  Smith  administered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  few  settlers 
in  the  vicinity  with  considerable  regularity  and  good  effect.  The 
first  permanent  organization  v  as  the  Xenia  Church,  of  which  a 
sketch  will  be  found  in  the  historv  of  the  town.  About  the  vear 
1846  the  Friends  began  holding  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the 
township,  and  one  year  later  an  organization  was  effected  at  the 
town  of  Amboy,  which  has  since  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  flourishing  societies  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 

Religious  services  were  held  by  those  several  denom- 
inations with  more  or  less  regularitv  during  the  earlier  periods  of 
the  township's  history.  Churches  or  meeting-houses  designed 
especially  as  places  of  worship  are  of  more  recent  date.  The 
first  one  erected  so  far  as  information  goes,  was  at  Xenia,  in 
1849,  by  die  Methodists,  and  about  the  same  time  or  perhaps 
one  year  later,  the  Friends  built  a  log  house  a  short  distance 
northwest  of  the  town  of  Amboy.  Still  later  another  build- 
ing was  erected  by  the  same  denomination  near  Xenia  in 
which  a  society,  organized  in  185 1,  still  meets  for  worship.  The 
preachers  of  the  last  named  church  have  been  Albert  Smith, 
Calvin  Lawson,  Eliza  Stanley,  Mary  Maloit.  Among  those  of 
the  Amboy  congregation  were  Mordecai  Painter  and  Hannah 
Edgerton.  At  the  present  time  there  are  several  religious  socie- 
ties in  the  township,  all  of  which  are  enjoying  a  reasonable  degree 
of  prosperity. 

Xenia, — IThe  town  of  Xenia,  the  second  place  of  importance 

in  Miami  County,  is  pleasantly  situated  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  Jackson  Township,  near  the  Grant  County  line,  and  distant 
eighteen  miles  from  the  city  of  Peru.   Its  location  in  one  of  the 
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tinesi  agricultural  regions  of  Northern  Indiana  is  siidi  by  nature 
is  to  indicate  that  it  was  intended  to  be  an  important  commer- 
cial center,  a  fact  which  the  original  proprietors  seem  to  have 

had  in  view  at  the  time  the  survey  was  made.  The  original 
plan  of  the  town  emhraced  a  small  area  on  the  east  half  of  the 
jiorllnvest  quarter  and  the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
Section  32,  Township  25  North,  Range  6  East,  containing  in 
all  thirty-two  lots  and  four  streets,  viz:  Wabash,  Marion,  Syc- 
amore,  running  east  and  west;  and  Jefferson,  north  and  south. 
This  unpretentious  plat  was  surveyed  April,  1849,  fm  Willis 
Elliott  and  O.  H.  P.  Macy,  who  immediately  thereafter  (jffered 
the  lots  at  very  reasonable  figures,  in  the  hopes  of  inducing 
immigratian  to  the  newly  formed  city.  According  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Macy,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  the  town,  one  of 
the  first  houses  on  the  present  site  of  Xenia  was  a  small,  round 
log  cabin,  about  eighteen  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  wide,  erected 
bv  Henrv  Overman  in  the  summer  of  1849  on  the  Delphi  road, 
wliicli,  since  the  survey,  has  been  known  as  Miami  Street.  A 
large  rough  shed  was  subsequently  attached  to  this  building,  a 
part  of  which  was  partitioned  off  for  a  store  room,  where  was 
offered  for  sale  the  first  stock  of  merchandise  ever  brought  to 
the  place.  The  arrangement  of  this  primitive  building  was  such 
thai  persons  wishing  to  make  a  purchase  were  obliged  to  pass 
through  the  family  room  in  order  to  inspect  the  goods,  which 
were  thrown  together  in  a  promiscuous  heap  in  the  shed  back 
of  the  main  apartment.  Mr.  Overman's  stock  consisted  of  a 
limited  supply  of  groceries,  notions  and  a  few  pieces  of  coarse 
drv  i^f^oods.  all  of  which,  with  a  feather  bed,  were  freighted  to 
the  town  in  a  ten  bushel  box.  After  remaining  in  the  town  a 
short  time  our  pioneer  merchant  moved  to  other  parts,  and,  if 
any  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  statements  of  his  friends,  we 
are  safe  in  saying  that  he  failed  to  realize  a  fortune  in  his 
stupendous  business  venture.  Another  early  settler  in  the  town- 
was  James  Mote,  who  built  a  residence  on  the  southw  est  corner 
of  Marion  and  Jefferson  streets,  where  the  dwelling  of  Chas. 
M.  Wales  now  stands.  Mr.  Mote  was  a  carpenter  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  connection  with  his  trade  turned  an  honest  penn} 
now  and  then  by  opening  his  house  for  t!ie  accommodation  of 
such  travelers  as  saw  fit  to  accept  and  pay  for  his  hospitalities. 
Joseph  Jirazington,  one  of  the  first  mechanics  of  the  town, 
erected  a  small  dwelling  on  Sycamore  and  Jefferson  streets  in 
1849,  and  for  several  years  thereafter  worked  at  the  trade  of 
cabinet  making,  in  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  quite  proficient 
One  of  the  earliest  business  houses  was  the  one  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Marion  and  Jefferson  street  erected  by  Isaac  Carter 
and  first  used  by  Quincy  Baldwin,  who  subsequently  effected  a 
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co-partnership  with  John  Baldwin,  which  lasted  for  some  time. 
Christian  Life  began  merchandising  in  an  early  day  with  a  small 
stock   of  goods  on  the  north  side  of  Jefferson  street,  and  a 

little  later  came  Cooper  and  Scott,  who  carried  on  a  fairly  success- 
ful houses  on  Main  street  west  of  the  main  crossing.  In  the  \  ear 
1852,  O.  H.  P.  Macy  erected  the  building  now  occupied  by  Daniel 
Mendenhall,  in  which  he  carried  on  a  general  mercantile  business  for 
three  or  four  years.  He  had  previously  sold  goods  with  Quincy 
Baldwin  and  was  one  of  the  first  substantial  merchants  of  the  town. 
Nathan  Simons  sold  goo<ls  in  a  part  of  the  Mendenhall  building  a 
short  time,  and  in  an  early  day  Jehu  Willcutts  opened  a  small  gen- 
eral store  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Marion  and  Jefferson  streets. 
Elisha  Draper  was  an  early  merchant,  as  were  also  John  Grimes 
and  Mr.  Fisher,  all  of  whom  sold  goods  in  the  Mendenhall  building. 
Thomas  Addiogton  built  a  frame  house,  two  stories  high,  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  main  crossing,  where  the  Teeters  building 
now  stands,  in  which  he  kept  a  hotel,  one  of  the  lirst  of  any  note  in 
the  town. 

Later  Business  Enterprises, — The  following  are  among  the 
most  prominent  who  have  done  business  here  since  1864.  Daniel 
Mendenhall  opened  out  in  the  general  goods  'business  the  above 
year,  purchasing  the  Macy  buildinLT  on  lot  12  which  he  has  since 
occupied,  being  the  oldest  merchant  in  the  place  at  this  time.  The 
first  druggist  was  A.  P.  Stout,  who  was  succeeded  in  a  short  time 
by  Henry  Thomas.  Dr.  Lacy  sold  goods  for  a  short  time  in^  a 
house  erected  the  Masonic  Fraternity  on  lot  ntunber  20,  south- 
east corner  of  Marion  and  Jefferson  streets,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Messrs.  Flynn  and  Eward,  who  effected  a  partnership  which  lasted 
until  1872,  Mr.  Eward  retiring  that  year,  E.  S.  Lee  began  the 
general  goods  business  about  1872  and  in  connection  with  that  branch 
of  trade,  dealt  very  extensively  in  staves  and  lumber  until  1 874.  A.  B. 
Fisher  became  i<jentified  with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  town 
in  1872  and  for  several  years  carried  on  a  very  successful  mercantile 
and  lumber  busiticss.  The  first  hardware  stf>re  was  started  in  1872 
by  Hunt  and  Osborne  who  were  subsequently  succeeded  by 
Osborne  and  Wales,  and  they  in  turn  by  the  tirm  of  Lillard  and 
Philips. 

Powell  and  Norris  sold  general  merchandise  from  about  1874 

till  1876  and  the  firm  of  Powell  and  Keys  lasted  some  time  longer. 
J.  M.  Wright,  Jonathan  Small,  A.  Keys,  j'.  J.  Keys,  William  Demuth, 
Newby  and  Cain.  Banks  and  Bowman,  the  Sunipter  Brothers, 
James  Dale,  John  D.  Mcllwain  and  others  were  in  business  from 
time  to  time  but  it  will  be  impossible  to  give  the  exact  dates  at  which 
they  came  to  the  town. ' 

Additions, — ^The  growth  of  Xenia,  during  the  first  few  }-ears 
of  its  history,  was  not  the  most  encouraging,  but  as  early  as  1B50, 
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all  the  lots  embraced  in  the  original  plat  had  been  purchased  and 
the  majority  of  them  improved.  The  influx  of  population  after 
that  year  continued  such  that  an  extension  of  the  town  limits  became 
necessary.  Subsequently  in  March,  1856,  an  addition  of  forty  lots 
was  made  by  Thomas  Addington  and  O.  H.  P.  Macy.  The  next  ad- 
dition, consisting  of  twenty-nine  lots,  was  made  September,  1867,  and 
two  years  later,  J.  M.  Eward  and  J.  N.  Converse,  each  platted 
additions.  Other  additions  since  then  were  made  as  follows,  viz: 
Smith  and  Lee  nine  lots  September,  1870.  Summer  and  Peters 
eighteen  lots  June,  1874,  Belinda  S.  Davis  thirteen  lots  July, 
1874. 

Mamrfactories. — ^The  construction  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Chicago 

Railroad  dfirough  the  country  in  1855  nurked  an  era  in  the  history 
of  Xenia,  and  its  importance  as  a  trading  and  shipping  point  early 
became  assured.  The  road  was  not  completed,  however,  until  1868, 
at  which  time  the  lumber  business  became  the  leading  industry  of 
the  town,  and  ere  long  several  saw-mills  were  in  successful  opera- 
tion, giving  employment  to  a  large  force  of  men.  Prior  to  that 
time,  however,  a  small  steam  saw-mill  was  brought  to  the  place  by 
FTenrv  Overman,  who  operated  it  for  a  short  time,  its  business  being 
purely  local.  It  w;u>  subsequenth  jnuchascti  by  Alexandt-r  St!-eet 
and  closed  operations  about  the  year  1869.  The  second  nuii  was 
Started  by  Macy  &  Overman  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
road,  and  for  several  years  did  an  immense  amount  of  sawing  for  the 
local  and  general  markets.  The  mill  stands  in  the  western  part  of 
the  town  and  is  still  operated  b\  Mr.  Macv.  Elisha  Clark  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  a  number  of  years  ago,  erecting  a  large 
steam  mill  near  the  railroad  in  the  east  end  of  the  village.  The  mill 
has  been  extensively  patronized  and  is  operated  at  tms  time  by  L. 
M.  Reeves. 

About  the  year  1869  a  planing  mill  and  stave  factory  was 
built  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  by  E.  S.  Lee,  who  operated 
it  with  gratifying  success  for  a  period  of  four  or  live  years. 
Machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  tow  from  flax  was  subsequently 
attached,  and  this  branch  of  industry  was  carried  on  quite  exten- 
sively by  Messrs.  Lee  &  Patterson  until  the  destruction  of  the 
mill  by  tire  in  1874.  A.  B.  Fisher  began  the  manufacture  of 
staves  in  1870,  and  continued  the  same  until  1875  or  '76,  when 
he  moved  his  mill  to  Union  City. 

A  large  tow  and  flax  mill  was  buUt  in  Xenia  about  the  year 
1 87 1  by  John  Coyle,  who  operated  it  two  years,  when  it  was 
purchased  by  Lehman  &  Co.,  of  Peru,  by  whom  it  was  run 
until  1876.  This  enterprise  proved  quite  successful,  but  to  the 
regret  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  was  moved  away  the  latter 
^ear.  The  lirst  and  only  liouring  miU  in  Xenia  was  erected  in 
m  1868  by  Wright  &  McFeely,  who  operated  it  as  partners 
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until  1870,  at  which  time  the  latter  became  sole  owner.  It  was 
afterwards  purchased  by  E.  H.  Sliirk,  who,  after  owning  it  a  short 
time,  sold  it  to  William  Rankin.  In  1882  it  again  came  into  the 
possession  of  Mr..  Shirk,  since  which  time  it  has  not  changed 
hands.  Tiie  mill  is  a  three-storv  frame  buildint:^.  supplied  \\ith 
good  tnachiner\ ,  and,  under  the  management  of  Aydelott  &  Son, 
the  present  proprietors,  commands  a  fair  proportion  of  the  cur- 
rent trade.  Another  industry  of  Xenia  was  a  tannery,  operated 
by  A.  J.  Saxton  prior  to  1866.  J.  W.  Eward  purchased  it  in 
1870,  and  sold  two  years  later  to  J.  W.  Marine,  who  in  1874 
disposed  of  it  to  Levi  Hall.  The  tannery  has  done  a  ver\'  good 
business,  and  is  still  operated  bv  the  gentleman  last  named. 

Hotels. — Contemporary  with  the  early  settlement  of  Xenia 
came  the  primitive  inn,  which  differed  from  the  simple  cabin  of  the 
private  citizen,  principally  in  that  its  hospitalities  were  dispensed  at 
a  fixed  price.  Its  patronage  was  largely  derived  from  the  prospec- 
tors who  visited  the  new  town,  the  temporary  character  of  whose 
stay  rendered  suih  an  establishment  necessarv.  The  earliest  of  this 
class  of  houses  was  die  cabin  of  James  Mote,  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made.  The  next  caterer  to  the  traveling  public 
was  one  Clayborne  Wright,  who  kept  the  same  house  for  several 
years,  and  who  earned  the  reputation  of  having  been  a  popular  host. 
In  1868  a  building  expressh-  for  hotel  purposes  was  erected  south 
of  the  railroad,  on  Jefferson  street,  bv  George  Wood,  who  ran  it 
until  1884,  at  which  time  the  entire  structure  was  destroy  ed  by  lire. 
Another  hotel  was  built  sometime  later,  on  the  northeast  comer  of 
Marion  and  Jefferson  streets,  by  John  Saxon;  it  was  burned  about 
the  year  1873.  At  the  present  time  there  are  two  good  hotels,  viz: 
The  Cottage  House,  kept  by  John  Martin,  and  the  Tilman  House, 
by  N.  T.  Tilman. 

Professional  Men. — Dr.  Frazier  was  the  first  physician  to 
practice  his  profession  in  Xenia,  located  here  when  the  town  was 
but  a  niche  in  the  surrounding  forest.  The  second  Medical  man 
was  Dr.  Pope,  after  whom  came  Drs.  M.  D.  Ellis,  A.  I>.  Kimball, 
T.  C  Kimball,  George  Egbert.  D.  H.  Snodgrass.  R.  K.  Robinson, 
O.  A.  Mendenhall  and  J.  C.  Dillon.  The  physicians  at  this  time 
are,  A.  D.  Kimball,  R.  W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Kelsey,*0.  B.  Litasenbarger 
and  O.  A.  Mendenhall. 

Mechanici. — The  early  mechanics  of  Xenia  were  James  Mote 
and  Samuel  (Elands,  carpenters,  Jacob  Holinger.  Joseph  Clevinger, 
A.  J.  Gchriiiif  and  Andrew  Dine,  blacksmiths;  John  Grant,  shoe- 
maker; Joshua  Howell,  cabinetmaker,  and  Thomas  Jesup,  wagon 
and  carriage  maker. 

The  Press, — ^The  first  newspaper  enterprise  in  Xenia  was  the 
Xenia  Established  in  the  year  1868  by  Charles  P.  Thew, 

under  whose  management  it  was  regularly  issued  for  a  period  of 
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two  years,  when  R.  K.  Robinson  became  editor  and  proprietor. 
Mr.  Robinson  continued  the  publication  until  1874  wliich  time 
the  olHcc  and  contents  were  completely  deslroN'ed  by  the  contiagra- 
tion  of  thai  \  car.  The  Gazette  was  a  six  column  folio  de\  oted  to 
the  interests  o!  the  town  and  at  one  time  reached  a  ver}'  respectable 
circulation. 

The  Xciiia  Times,  ^  four  column  quarto,  began  to  be  puhlis'ied 
in  1879  CK  vcland  J.  Reynolds  as  editor  and  proprietor,  who  de- 
signed it  as  an  independent  weekly,  through  which  the  productions 
of  local  writers  might  be  given  publicity.  At  the  end  of  about 
eighteen  months  the  office  was  leased  by  Ward  and  Frank  who  run 
it  one  year  when  Mr.  Re3mold  again  took  charge  and  shortly  after- 
wards moved  it  from  tlie  town.  In  the  meantime  Samuel  F.  Win- 
ter.'^,  an  old  newspajtrr  in nti  of  Peru,  and  J.  O.  Frame,  of  Xenia, 
formed  a  partnership  under  the  lirm  name  of  Frame  and  Winters, 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  Tke  Tintes,  the  material  for  the  same 
being  that  formerly  used  in  the  publication  of  TAe  Wabash  Vailey 
Blade.,  a  campaign  sheet  previously  issued  at  the  county  seat 
Under  the  nianaL^ement  of  this  firm  the  paper  was  conducted  with 
more  than  ordinary  ability  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  lime 
Mr.  Frame  retired,  Mr.  Winters  assuming  entire  control.  The 
paper  was  a  five  column  quarto  and  at  once  grev\  in  popular  feivor 
until  it  reached  a  circuladon  of  over  eight  hundred.  From  some 
aiuse  not  known  to  the  w  riter  it  was  finally  discontinued  the  last 
number  bearing  date  of  September  8.  1SS6. 

T/ie  Aetna  yoiinial,  a  six  column  quarto  publi-shid  weekly, 
was  established  December  12,  1883.  A.  L.  Lawshe  and  Roscoe 
Kimple,  two  energetic  young  men,  began  the  enterprise  with  a 
^aranteed  subscription  of  four  hundred  and  an  ample  advertis- 
mg  patronage.  On  Monday  preceding  the  issue  of  the  first  num- 
ber there  was  not  a  press  nor  line  of  type  in  the  town,  but  so 
intent  were  the  publishers  upon  getting  the  paper  out  on  the 
day  promised,  that  everything  was  gotten  in  readiness  in  less 
than  a  week,  and  in  due  time  the  yaurnal  made  its  appearance, 
fully  meetiiiL;  the  expectations  of  its  subscribers.  Mr.  Lawshe 
purchased  his  partner's  interest  at  the  end  of  the  first  vear.  since 
which  time  he  has  been  sole  editor  and  proprietor.  In  its  edi- 
torial make-up  the  Jotinuil  is  an  independent  local  paper  devoted 
to  a  manly  and  fearless  discussion  of  the  leading  questions  of  the 
da} ,  upon  all  of  which  the  editor  has  very  decided  opinions.  In 
its  mechanical  make  up  the  paper  is  a  model  of  neatness,  and^ 
with  a  present  circulation  of  over  ei^^ht  hundred  we  bespeak  for 
it  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  its  patrons.  Mr.  Lawshe,  while 
Still  a  young  man,  is  a  vigorous  and  terse  \\  riter,  and  has  already 
proved  himself  to  be  cme  of  the  most  successful  newspaper  men  in 
Miami  County. 
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Banks. — ^The  Xenia  Bank  was  established  June,  1884,  by 
Robert  Spencer,  George  W.  Webster  and  Burr  Doan,  and  contin- 
ued until  sometime  the  following  }  car.  It  was  a  bank  of  private 
exchange  and  did  a  fairly  successful  business  until  the  several  part- 
ners withdrew  their  stock. 

In  the  spring  of  1885  the  present  Exchange  Bank  was  estab- 
lished by  Mark  Tully,  with  a  large  capitaL  This  is  one  of  the  most 
sttccessnil  banking  houses  in  the  county,  and  promises  to  remain 
a  permanent  feature  of  the  town.  Thf  greater  part  of  tlie  busi- 
ness is  looked  after  by  the  accomplislied  cashier.  Mr.  John  Martin. 

Xciiia  Union  AoricnUural  Society  was  organized  in  1871 
by  a  joint  stock  company,  with  the  following  officers:  L.  M. 
Reeves,  president;  R.  K.  RoUnson,  secretary;  j.  W.  Eward* 
treasurer,  and  J.  M.  Wright,  superintendent  The  original  stock 
was  divided  into  about  eighty  shares,  but  few  of  which  have 
been  transferred,  the  enterprise  ha\  ing  proved  a  safe  and  satis- 
factory investment  to  the  several  slock  holders.  Tlic  organiza- 
tion being  perfected  a  tract  of  land  was  le«ised  b}'  the  Associa- 
tion as  a  ^r  ground,  of  sufficient  dimendons  to  subserve  all  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  needed  buildings  and 
conveniences  were  soon  after  built,  and  the  first  fair  was  held 
in  .September  of  the  above  year.  Since  that  time  an  in- 
creased interest  has  1)t  t  !i  manifested,  justifying  the  expenditure 
of  liberal  sums  of  money  in  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings 
with  all  the  improvements  appertaining  to  such  grounds  that 
experience  has  found  necessary  to  completely  adapt  them  to  the 
wants  of  the  public.  Annually,  since  the  first,  fairs  liave  been 
held  and  largely  attended,  proving  the  efficiency  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  accomplishing  ihi;  purposes  foreshadowed  in  its  organi- 
zation. The  present  oilicers  of  the  Association  are  L.  M. 
Reeves,  president;  J.  W.  Eward,  secretary;  D.  E.  Wamock, 
treasurer,  and  L.  W.  PowdU,  superintendent. 

School  Buildings. — The  first  school  house  erected  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  children  of  Xenia  stood  a  short  distance 
west  of  the  town,  the  site  being  now  within  the  corporation, 
and  was  built  by  the  township  about  the  year  1866.  This  was 
a  small  frame  building,  and  served  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  intended  until  the  year  1872.  In  that  year  the  present  two- 
story  brick  structure,  32x76  feet  in  size,  containing  four  commo- 
dious school  rooms,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $8,000. 

F'ire  Depart nirtit  Xenia  boasts  of  one  of  the  most  efllcient 
and  well  equipped  tire  departments  in  Miami  County,  and  those 
who  have  witnessed  its  effective  work  will  not  call  in  question 
the  justness  of  the  daim.  The  department  was  organized  July 
I,  1085,  with  a  membership  of  twenty-two,  a  number  w  hich  has 
neither  increased  nor  diminished  since  that  date.   A  Little  Giant 
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engine  was  subsequently  purchased,  and  a  house  for  the  same, 
16x50  feet  in  size,  erected.  Thecompan)  has  done  efficient  ser- 
vice since  its  organization,  and  is  a  feature  of  which  the  dtizens 
feel  justly  proud.  The  officers  at  this  time  are  Aargn  Michaels, 
chief;  L.  G.  Murphy,  assistant  chief;  Joseph  Sellers,  secretary; 
Amos  Fowler,  treasurer;  Joseph  Sellers  and  Frank  McConnell, 
hoseman.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  tlie  department,  Xenia 
suffered  severely  from  several  very  destructive  fires,  ihe  first 
of  which  occurred  about  the  \  ear  1870  or  *7l.  The  fire,  which 
was  wholly  accidental,  originated  in  the  southeast  comer  of  the 
town,  and  before  it  could  be  arrested,  five  or  six  business  houses 
and  a  number  of  smaller  buildings  were  entirely  destroyed,  entail- 
ing a  heavy  loss  upon  the  people,  from  the  effects  of  which 
some  have  never  recovered.  In  1877  another  destructive  con- 
flagration occurred,  which  laid  in  ruins  the  greater  f>art  of  the 
business  portion  of  the  town,  including  among  others  the  follow- 
ing buildings,  viz:  Saxon's  Hotel,  the  store  of  Flynn  &  Eward. 
Powell  &  Norris'  business  house,  and  the  othce  of  the  Xenia 
GazctlCy  the  entire  loss  amounting  to  about  $20,000.  With 
commendable  energy,  the  citizens  immediately  went  to  work  and 
within  a  short  time  thr  scene  of  the  fire  was  rebuilt  with  a 
number  of  substantial  brick  business  houses,  a  fact  which  proves 
that  calamities  are  sometimes  blessings  in  disguise.  A  fire  in 
1882  completely  destroyed  a  number  of  builditigs,  and  since  that 
time  several  portions  of  the  town  have  been  greatly  damaged  by 
the  devouring  element. 

I^odges, — Xenia  Lodge,  Xo.  267,  F,  and  A.  M.,  was  organized 
anterior  to  i860,  and  flourished  with  a  fair  degree  c)f  prosperitv 
until  the  destruction  of  the  hall  and  other  property  in  the  f;ill  of 
1872.  The  loss  being  greater  than  the  society  could  well  afford  to 
meet,  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  organization,  and  from  that  time 
until  1874  meetings  appear  to  have  been  held.  In  the  latter  year 
however,  an  organization  was  effected,  a  hall  for  lodge  purposes 
.  rented,  and  fully  equipped  for  work,  the  society,  under  many  favor- 
able auspices,  started  out  upon  its  second  career,  which  was  destined 
to  continue  but  a  short  time.  In  1878  another  visitation  from  the 
fire  liend  destroyed  the  hall  and  paraphenalia,  after  which  it  was 
decided  to  surrender  the  charter,  as  the  organization  found  itself 
unable  to  procure  a  room  and  the  necessary  equipment.  The  officers 
at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  were  Jos.  Boswell,  W.  M. :  L.  B.  Car- 
ver, S.  W.:  J.  W.  Eward,  J.  W.,  and  Joseph  A.  Philips,  Treasurer. 

Beacon  Lodge^  No.  j2o,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  instituted  March, 
1868,  with  J.  W.  Eward,  L.  M,  Reeves,  J.  W.  Runyan,  Henry 
Thomas,  R.  K.  Robertson  and  T.  A.  Morris,  as  charter  members. 
The  first  ofHcers  were  J.  M.  Runyan,  X.  G.:  Henry  Thomas,  A'.  G.; 
R.  K.  Robertson,  Secretary,  and  J.  W.  i£ward,  Treasurer.  The 
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society  now  numbers  about  fifty-five  members,  and  holds  its  meet- 
ings in  a  beautiful  brick  hall  erected  in  1879.  '^^^  entire  building, 
representing  a  capital  of  $4*000,  belongs  to  the  organization,  and  in 
1872  a  cqnetery,  costing  $2,000,  was  laid  out  near  the  town.  The 

lodge  is  strong  financially  and  has  been  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing a  vast  amount  of  good  in  the  community. 

yoAtt  S.  Summers  Post  JVo.  S9-  was  organized 

April  12,  1882,  with  a  membership  of  38.  It  has  enjoyed  a  fair 
degree  of  prosperity  since  that  time,  and  now  numbers  an  active  mem- 
bership of  58.  The  oilicers  for  1886  are  as  follows:  J.  E.  Harrison, 
commander;  W.  E.  Anderson,  S.  V.  C. ;  W.  J.  T.  Saucer,  J.  V.  C, 
H.  II.  liarvour,  Officer  of  the  Day;  John  O.  Frame,  Adjutant; 
Lewis  Doster,  Quartermaster;  Dr.  A.  D.  Kimball,  Surgeon ;  Miltoi\ 
Douglass,  Chaplain;  Is«iac  M.  Wright,  Officer  of  the  Guard;  Will- 
iam A.  Banks,  Sergeant  Major,  ana  Jacob  St.  Clair,  Quartermaster 
Sergeant. 

A'en/d  Cornet  Band,  Was  organized  September,  1886.  w  ith 
fifteen  members.  The  scx  eral  parts  are  carried  as  follows:  Henry 
Fields  and  Oscar  Arrick.  leaders;  Rufus  Michaels,  B  flat,  principal; 
Charles  Wimnier,  second  B  flat;  Claude  Murphy,  Tuba;  Edgar 
Norris,  B  Bass;  Logan  Summers,  Baritone;  William  Rhodes,  ist 
Tenor;  Henry  Summers,  2d  Tenor:  Janits  Howe,  2d  Alto;  Charles 
Wint/.  1st  Alto:  A.  L.  Coan,  Solo  Alto:  Joel  Jackson,  Bass  Drum; 
D.  \\  immer  and  Bert  Goodwin,  Snare  Drum. 

Churches. — The  first  religious  society  of  Xenia  was  a  class  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  organized  within  a  couple  of  years  after 
the  survey  of  the  town.  A  Tog  house  of .  worship  was  erected  in 
an  early  day  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  U.  B.  Church,  and  for 
a  number  of  vears  the  societv  held  its  nirelirifrs  regularly,  having  at 
one  time  been  the  leading  organization  in  the  township.  Owing  to 
internal  dissensions,  deaths  and  removals,  the  membership  began  to 
diminish,  and  the  lack  of  interest  continuing,  the  society  was  nnally 
abandoned,  the  last  meeting  being  held  in  1870. 

United  Breihem  in  Christ. — ^The  Xenia  class  of  the  U.  B. 
Church  w^as  organized  about  the  year  1856,  by  Rev.  Cyrus  Smith, 
and  among  the  early  members  were  Seth  Summers.  Mary  Sum- 
mers, Zachariah  Clevinger  and  wife,  Thomas  Darby,  Hannah 
Darby,  Charles  Branam  and  Mary  A.  Clevinger.  Meetings  were 
first  held  at  the  residence  of  Seth  Summers,  in  Grant  County,  and 
subsequently  in  the  Wesleyan  house  of  worship  in  Xenia,  which  was 
used  hy  the  society  for  a  period  of  about  two  years,  the  membershi]> 
increasing  quite  rapidly  during  that  period.  In  the  course  of  time 
this  building  became  insullicient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  churcii, 
and  steps  were  taken  by  both  organizations  to  supply  that  want  by 
the  constructicm  of,a  new  house  in  which  to  worshtp.  Accordingly, 
in  1859,  the  old  building  was  torn  away  and  the  present  comfort- 
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able  frame  edifice,  occupying  the  same  site,  erected  at  a  cost  of 
about  $800.  After  the  disorganization  of  the  Wesleyan  class,  the 
United  Brethern  purchased  the  entire  property,  which  was  remod- 
eled and  formallv  dedicatfd  as  a  U.  H.  Church  in  1872.  The  fol- 
lowing list  embraces  the  majority  of  pastors  of  the  society,  viz; 
Revs.  Cyrus  Smith,  B.  F.  Holcomb,  Frank  Morgan,  Alexander 
Carroll,  A.  J.  Stout,  Wm,  Owler,  Mr.  Mosier,  J.  Y.  DeMumburg, 
Thomas  McFadden,  Thomas  Evans,  Irwin  Cox  and  John  Cramer, 
the  last  name  beintr  pastor  at  this  time.  Of  the  original  members 
but  three  are  now  living,  viz:  Thomas  Darbv.  Hannah  Darby  and 
Mary  Summers.  Present  membership  about  thirty-five.  Present 
officers:  Thomas  Darby,  William  Herman  and  John  VanDolstan, 
Trustees,  and  Charles  Sullivan,  Steward. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Xcnia — Of  the  earliest  efforts 
to  establish  a  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson  Township  no  record 
now  remains;  the  majority  of  the  families  of  that  failh  who  re- 
sided here  in  the  lirsl  years  of  the  country's  history  havint; 
moved  a\N  ay  or  passed  to  the  life  beyond.  Meetings  were  held 
in  the  neighborhood  by  itinerant  ministers,  as  early  as  1845  and 
it  was  about  thai  date,  or  perhaps  a  couple  of  years  later,  that 
an  organization  was  effected  which  met  regularly  for  worship 
at  the  residences  of  the  different  members.  Among  the  early  preach- 
ers were  Revs.  Bowman  and  Bradshaw,  men  noted  for  their  zeal  in 
the  cause  they  represented.  Among  the  first  members  of  the  class 
were  Joseph  Powell  and  family,  John  Powell  and  family,  Louisa  Kim- 
ball, Shadrock  Elliott  and  family,  and  Jesse  Elliott  and  family,  the 
majoritN'  of  whom  have  long  since  passed  from  the  church  mili- 
tant to  the  church  triumphant.  Services  were  held  in  private 
dwellings  until  the  completion  of  the  Wesleyan  Church  building 
in  Xenia,  when  the  society  was  granted  the  use  of  the  same 
until  it  had  gained  sufficient  Strength  to  erect  a  house  of  its 
own.  The  church  continued  to  grow  apace  and  in  1855  a  neat 
frame  temple  of  worship  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  congrega- 
tion was  erected  on  Wabash  street  at  a  cost  of  $600.  This 
building  answered  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended  until 
1886,  when  the  wants  of  the  church  began  to  foreshadow  the 
necessity  of  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  of  enlarged  pro- 
portions for  the  accommodation  of  its  increased  membership. 
Accordingly  in  that  \ear  the  necessary  stejxs  were  taken  toward 
the  erection  of  a  new  building,  the  church  disposing  of  the  old 
house  with  that  object  in  view.  In  due  time  the  present  stately 
brick  edifice  occupying  the  original  site,  was  pushed  toward 
completion  as  rapidly  as  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  would 
allow.  This  building  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  church 
architecture  in  the  county,  59x50  feet  in  size,  surmounted  by  a 
stately  spire  and  will  cost  when  finished  and  furnished  the  sum 
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of  $7,ooa   The  present  pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  George  S. 

V.  H)ward,  to  whose  untiring  efforts  the  success  of  the  building 

enterprise  is  largely  due.  The  condition  of  the  Church  at  this 
time  is  very  enccjuraging  and  the  amount  of  good  accomplished 
in  the  past  gives  hopeful  assurance  of  a  prosperous  future.  The 
membership  \a  about  70.  The  oiiicers  are  as  follows:  Mary 
Winters  and  Joseph  PoweU,  class-leaders;  Joseph  Powell,  R. 
Powell  and  James  Douglass,  stewards;  R.  Powell,  A.  Keys,  J.  E* 
Flinn.  L.  J.  Reeves  and  Jame  s  1  )(iug]ass.  trustees.  The  Sunday 
School  is  large  and  the  teachers  therein  are  active  and  zealous, 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  make  their  work  interesting  and 
beneficial.  The  school  numbers  about  one  -  hundred  inouding 
teachers  and  pupils  and  is  under  the  efficient  superintendency  of.  * 
George  W.  Rider. 

C/iristiiin  { Dti^riplc)  Church. — This  soc^et^'  \vas  organized  by 
Elder  Henrv  OHnger,  a  pioneer  preacher  of  piety  and  ability,  and 
dales  its  history  from  about  the  year  i86i>.  Meetings  were 
first  held  in  the  village  school  house  and  private  dwellings,  and 
among  the  earliest  members  of  the  organization  were  W.  J.  T. 
Saucer  and  family,  D.  F.  Howe  and  family,  James  Lewis  and 
family,  Joel  R.  Davis  and  faniilv,  George  \V.  Amnion  and  family, 
and  Lewis  Winthrow  and  familv.  The  first  Elders  were  Henrv 
Olinger  and  G.  W.  Aamion.  Tlie  organization  thus  constituted 
soon  increased  in  membership  to  such  an  extent  that  in  1872  a  lot 
was  purchased  in  the  east  part  of  town  upon  which  a  substantial 
house  of  worship  was  erected  and  dedicated  that  year.  Since  that 
time  the  church  has  prospered  satisfactorilv.  the  labors  of  the  various 
pastors  having  been  very  elHcient,  and  de\ oted  to  the  devolopment 
of  Christian  e.xample,  worthy  of  imitation.  Commencing  with  1873 
.  the  following  are  the  names  of  the  ministers  who  have  sustained 
the  relation  of  pastors  of  the  society,  viz:  W.  V.  Trowbridge,  J. 
A.  Taylor,  W.  T.  Huff,  Mr.  McKen/.ie,  W.  R.  Lowe  and  1).  A. 
McDowell.  The  membership  at  this  time  is  about  seventy-five, 
Lewis  Winthrow^  andj.  R.  Davis  are  the  deacons  and  W.  j.  Sau- 
cer, elder. 

Presbyterian  Church, — ^The  Xenia  Presbyterian  Church  was 
organi/Kl  November  12,  1870^  by  Rev.  William  Armstrong,  who 

visited  the  town  as  niissionarv  of  the  ISfiincie  Presbvterv.  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  societv.  The  jietition  for  an  organization 
was  duly  signed  by  the  following  members,  viz:  J.  M.  Darby, 
Catharine  S.  Darby^  Lydia  J.  Kimball,  J.  A.  Douglass,  J.  K.  Darby, 
A.  D.  Kimball,  P.  M.  Shinn,  T.  N.  Shinn,  EliztOieth  Piatt,  Carrie 
D.  Murray,  Elizabeth  Jones,  A.  B.  Kimball,  Henrietta  S.  Kimball, 
N.  Dangertield,  David  Coppock,  Letelia  Summers,  James  Parker, 
V.  Flora  Darby.  A.  Cordelia  Douglass,  J.  M.  Wright,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
W'right,  J.  A.  Phelps.  Eunice  Hand,  Jackson  Saxon,  A.  P.  Stout, 
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M.  P.  Keasb^'  and  Emma  A.  Zeek.  The  society  has  met  since  its 
or|ranizatioa  in  the  U.  B.  Church,  but  at  the  present  time  steps  are 
being  taken  to  erect  a  hotise  of  worship.  The  pastor  in  charge  at 
this  time  is  Rev.  C.  T.  White.    The  officers  are  A.  B.  Kimball, 

Elder,  and  Dr.  Keasv,  Deacon.  The  society,  thoujrh  no  stronger  in 
membership  than  at  the  lime  of  organization,  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition and  bids  fair  to  remain  one  of  the  substantial  churches  of  the 
town. 

Xenia  Christian  Church. — ^To  Elder  J.  J.  Copeland  is  due  the 

credit  of  sowing  the  first  seed,  which,  under  his  careful  culture,  ger- 
minated and  in  due  time  developed  into  the  Christian  Church  of 
Xenia,  After  visiting  the  town  at  intervals  for  several  months  and 
preaching  with  great  acceptance,  he  .succeeded  in  gathering 
together  about  thirty  members  of  his  faith,  who,  on  the  13th  day  of 
May,  1886,  were  united  into  a  society  which  has  already  increased 
until  more  than  forty  names  now  appear  upon  the  record.  In  Sep- 
tember of  the  above  year  the  Methodist  house  of  worship  was  pur- 
chased and  removed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  where  it  has 
undergone  a  complete  remodeling,  being  at  this  time  a  comfortable 
and  commodious  edifice.  The  society,  although  in  its  infancy,  has 
a  substantial  membership,  and  has  already  been  the  means  of  lead- 
ing many  to  forsake  the  ways  of  sui  and  seek  the  better  way  lead- 
ing to  virtue  and  holiness.  The  officers  at  this  time  are  as  follows: 
Cvrus  l^abcock,  Elder:  E.  Edwards.  E.  vSniilh  and  Nathan  John- 
son, Deacons;  Alfred  Arrick,  treasurer;  J.  J.  Copeland,  Cyrus 
Babcock,  £.  Edwards,  Alfred  Arrick  and  Nathan  Johnson,  Trustees. 

Xenia  To-day. — The  growth  of  Xenia  since  the  completion  of 
the  Pan  Handle  Railroad,  in  186S.  has  been  fully  up  to  the  expecta- 
tions  of  its  friends,  and  it  is  to-dav  a  flourishing  town  of  over  one 
thfiusand  inhabitants.  It  commands  the  trade  of  a  hu-ge  and  fertile 
area  of  country  in  Miami,  Grant  and  Howard  Counties,  and  is  the 
principal  shipping  point  between  the  cities  of  Logansport  and  Mar- 
ion. Its  present  business  is  as  follows:  General  Stores — A.  Keyes, 
William  Minor,  R.  Powell.  Henry  J.  Rausman  and  D.  Mendenhall. 
Grocers — J.  W.  Dale,  W.  .\.  Banks,  Amos  Fowler,  J.  J.  Ros- 
brough  and  G.  W.  Ilay worth.  Hardware  D.  O.  C.  .Marine  and 
B.  F.  Agnes.  Druggists- -Agnes  Brothers  and  O.  A.  Menden- 
hall. Boots  and  Shoes — J.  £.  Harrison.  Milliners — Mrs.  H.  J. 
Rausbaum,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Sellers  and  Mrs.  Willcutts.  Jewelers — ^James 
Sullivan  and  Amos  Tillman.  Photograph  gallery — Mrs.  Amos 
Fowler.  Attornevs— J.  W.  Eward  and  Ro.scoe  Kimple.  Mechanics 
A.  Michaels,  J.  .S.  St.  Clair,  Sylvester  Meek  and  Peter  Michaels,  hhu  k- 
sniith;  Fisher  Brothers  and  J.  S.  W  ilson,  wagon  makers.  Planing 
mill  and  lumber  yard — L.  G.  Murphy.  Lumber  and  coal  dealers — 
Osborne  &  Anderson.  Liver}-  stables — Wimmer  &  Judy.  Butchers 
— John  J.  Reybum  and  A.  J.  Saxon.  Barbers — WUham  Bryan, 
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Frank  McCoUins  and  Lemuel  Ney.  Undertaker — ^Mr.  Acker. 

Tile  mill — L.  M.  Reeves  &  Son.  Saddle  and  harness  maker — 
A.  L.  iMcLane.  Postmaster — C.  M.  Wales.  Railroad  A^'cnt — 
Nathaniel  Moore.  Saloons — Joshua  Barnes,  Berry  Goodwin  and 
Silas  Bnimbaugh. 

Amboy, — ^The  town  of  Amboy,  on  the  Pan  Handle  railroad^ 
four  miles  northwest  of  Xenia,  is  situated  in  Section  23,  Town- 
ship 25  North,  Range  5  East,  and  dates  its  hisl()r\  from 
August,  1867,  at  which  time  the  original  plat,  consistinnr  of 
lifly-one  lots,  was  laid  out  by  Bennett  Fellows,  Abijah  Ridge- 
way,  John  Ptomey  and  John  A.  Lamb.  The  village  is  an  out- 
growth  of  the  railroad,  and  for  several  years  after  the  comple- 
tion of  that  thoroughfare  acquired  considerable  reputation  as  a 
shipping  point  for  lumber,  which  was  first  manufactured  in  im- 
mense quantities  by  Elisha  Clark  and  Messrs.  Lowder  & 
Smith.  Mr.  Clark  located  his  large  steam  saw  mill  in  1867, 
and  the  firm  of  Lowder  &  Smith  came  later  the  same  year  and 
did  a  flourishing  business  until  some  time  in  1868,  when  their 
mill  passed  into  the  hands  of  other  parties,  who  subsequently 
moved  it  from  the  place.  Clark  operated  his  mill  quite  success- 
fully for  about  two  years,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  aban- 
doned the  lumber  business.  These  mills  formed  the  nucleus  of 
quite  a  flourishing  village,  and  within  a  few  months  a  number 
of  residences  were  erected  on  the  town  site.  In  the  summer  of 
1867  Benjamin  Bond  came  to  the  place  with  a  stock  of  general 
merchandise  and  erected  a  business  house  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Pennsyhania  streets,  the  location  he  has  since  occu- 
pied. A  two-story  building  was  shortly  afterward  erected  on 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  same  crossing  by  J.  F.  Overman, 
who  remained  about  two  years,  when  he  moved  his  stock  of 
goods  to  Miami.  In  the  meantime  a  number  of  substantial  citi- 
zens became  residents  of  the  village,  among  whom  were  B.  F. 
Reynolds,  a  carpenter  and  builder;  Martin  Morgan  and  D.  Mc- 
Donald, blacksmith,  and  William  Reynolds,  who  built  a  plan- 
ing mill  in  1867,  which  he  operated  with  good  success  until 
some  time  the  following  year.  Messrs.  Lowder  &  Smith,  in 
connection  with  their  lumber  business  built  a  grist  mill  shortly 
after  locating  in  the  village,  and  operated  it  as  long  as  they 
remained  in  the  place.  William  I'alterson  was  probably  the  third 
merchant  in  the  town,  after  whom  came  from  time  to  time  the 
following  business  men,  viz:  Thomas  &  Wilson,  general  store; 
Mr.  Josephy,  who  carried  on  a  clothing  artd  dry  goods  house 
for  a  short  time:  Robert  Coats,  general  merchandise,  from 
until  1879;  Spencer  &  Sweetser,  general  goods;  Jacob  Arnold, 
Dr.  Schooley,  Philip  G.  Voars,  Calvin  Edgerlon,  Edgerton  & 
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Canady,  Samuel  Vinnedge  and  B.  F.  Crites,  the  last  of  whom 
started  the  first  drug  store  in  the  place. 

The  mercantile  interest  at  the  prest*nt  time  is  represented 
by  the  following  men  and  lirms,  to-\vit:  Benjamin  Bond,  f^en- 
eral  merchandise;  Jonathan  Pearson,  general  stock;  Overman  & 
Son,  groceries;  W.  M.  Daly  A  Son,  groceries,  and  EBeman  & 
Sons,  drugs  and  hardware. 

In  1873  ^*  A.  Votaw  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bn>oms, 
which  he  still  carries  on,  operating  a  factory,  requiring  the  work 
of  several  hands.  The  manufacture  of  drain  tile  has  been  an 
important  industry  of  the  village  for  several  years,  and  at  the 
present  time  a  large  and  flounshing  business  is  being  conducted 
by  Mes.srs.  Ridgeway  &  Lamb. 

P/iysicians. -^The  first  physician  in  Amboy  was  Dr.  J.  A. 
Baldwin,  who  located  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  is  still  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession,  being  one  of  the  oldest  resident 
physicians  in  the  township.  Dr.  II.  D.  Hattery,  of  L,ogansport, 
practiced  there  for  some  time,  as  did  also  Dr.  John  Wright,  £. 
K.  Frin  inood  and  Isaac  Carey. 

Aiiiiit!(>)i<  and  incorporations.— TYiQ  first  addition  to  the 
original  plat  of  the  town  was  made  November,  1871,  bv  B.  B. 
Lamb,  who  surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  four  lots,  which  were 
soon  purchased  and  improved.  An  addition  of  seven  lost  was 
made  the  same  month  by  E.  C.  Fellows,  and  in  August,  1875, 
the  last  addition  consisting  of  ten  standard  lots,  was  platted  for 
Mr.  Reynolds.  In  1881  the  citizens  of  the  village  by  a  very 
decided  majority  decided  to  take  upon  themselves  the  task  of 
maintaining  a  corporation,  and  a  board  for  putting  the  same  into 
effect  was  accordingly  elected  and  duly  qualified.  The  officers 
of  the  town  at  this  time  are  as  follows,  to-wit:  L.  D.  Lamb, 
Lewis  Daily  and  Eli&s  Niccum,  Trustees;  E.  F.  Cox,  Oerk  and 
Treasurer,  and  Goor^^'^e  Woodward,  Marshal. 

Scfiooh. — Amboy  enjovs  superior  educational  advantages, 
and  boasts  of  two  as  fine  and  commodious  brick  school  buildings 
as  there  are  in  the  county.  The  first  of  these  was  erected  by 
public  donations  in  1872,  and  afterward  leased  to  the  township 
for  a  graded  school.  It  is  a  two-story  building,  with  two  large 
school  rooms,  and  cost  the  sum  of  $3,300.  The  township  build- 
ing, in  the  same  part  of  the  town,  was  erected  a  few  vears 
later,  and  represents  a  value  of  $1,500.  It  is  a  two-stor^  brick, 
and  with  the  other  building  affords  ample  accommodations  for 
the  children  of  the  town  and  adjacent  country.  The  present  school 
board  is  composed  of  the  following  gendemen,  viz:  J.  A.  Bald- 
win, Jonathan  Pearson  and  T.  C.  Overman. 

Amboy  Friends  Church,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  intluential 
religious  societies  in  Miami  County,  was  organized  as  early  1847  or 
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'^8,  in  a  small  cabin  a  diort  distance  west  of  the  present  site  of  the 
village.  Among  the  early  members  were  John  Pearson  and  fomily, 
Nathan  Arnold  and  family,  William  Overman  and  family  and 

Eli  Overman  and  family,  and  one  of  the  earliest  mem- 
bers was  Mordecai  Painter.  The  house  in  which  tiie  first 
meetings  of  the  society  were  held  was  a  deserted  dwelling, 
and  this  unpretentious  buildin^r  served  the  congregation  until  a  more 
convenient  log  structure  could  be  erected.  About  one  year  after 
the  date  of  the  organization  a  plat  of  ground,  northwist  of  the 
village  was  purchased,  and  \Nithin  a  short  time  a  hewed  lo<(  struc- 
ture 25x40  feet  in  size  was  erected  and  ready  for  use.  The  build- 
served  die  purpose  for  wliich  it  was  intended  until  about  the  year 
1865,  at  which  time  the  wants  of  the  society  foreshadowed  the  neces- 
sity of  a  house  more  in  keeping  with  the  rafudly  increasing  congre- 
gation; accordingly  in  that  year  work  vviis  commenced  upon  the 
present  commodious  frame  building,  just  north  of  the  village  limits, 
which  in  due  lime  was  completed  and  formerly  dedicated  to  the 
Master's  service.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  church  edifices  in  the 
county,  and  will  comfortably  seat  an  audience  of  500,  and  cost  the 
sum  of  $2,000.  The  church  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  at 
this  time  has  a  membership  of  over  300.  Alpheiis  Truel^lood 
preaches  for  the  congregation  and  W'illiam  Small  is  the  ellicient 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  which  has  an  average  attend- 
ance of  over  one  hundred,  including  teachers  and  pupils.  The 
Elders  of  the  Church  at  this  time  are  Oliver  Canady,  William  Small, 
Calvin  Edgerton  and  William  Overman. 
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A.  ACKER,  Undertaker  and  Furniture  Dealer,  was  bom  in 
Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  January  20^  1847,  son  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Haskell  )  .\cker.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Baden-Baden, 
Germany,  and  emi<^rated  to  America  in  1832,  and  was  a  promin- 
ent physician  in  Philipsburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  established  u 
great  water  cure.  He  died  October  25,  1855.  His  wife  preceding 
mm  in  1850.  Our  subject  received  a  good  education  in  both  Ger- 
'  man  and  English,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  for  himself  by 
going  to  Pittsburgh  and  learning  the  chair-making  trade.  In  August, 
1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  heavy  artillery,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  that  he  resumed  his 
trade,  which  he  has  smce  followed.  Mr.  Acker  is  perfectly  conver- 
sant with  all  branches  of  his  business,  and  has  followed  his  occupa- 
tion in  many  of  the  large  cities.  He  established  his  present  busi- 
ness in  March,  1886,  where  he  has  .since  done  an  increasing 
trade,  and  earning  his  reputation  as  an  honest  and  reliable  citizen. 


638 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


He  was  man  ied  July  i8,  1874,10  Miss  Harriet  A.  Darby,  by  whom 
he  is  the  father  of  two  children  Arminia  F.  and  Agnes  G.  Politi' 
callv  he  is  a  Republican  and  a  meinlier  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

"  F.  W.  AYDELOTT,  Miller,  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  and  was  bom  October  23,  1837,  the  youngest  of  a  fetmil^'of 
three  children,  bom  to  Stewart  and  S»rah  (Stuart)  Aydelott,  natives 
of  North  Carolina,  and  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wayne 
County,  Indinnn.  The  father  was  a  Miller,  w  hich  occupation 
followed  all  his  litc.  Our  subject  was  brought  up  in  Wayne 
County,  enjoying  the  usual  educational  advantages  offered  by  the 
district  schools  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  mill.  After  obtain- 
ing a  complete  knowledge  of  milling  he  began  for  himself  by 
working  at  his  trade  in  various  localities,  and  in  1874  came  to 
Xt'iiia  and  rented  the  McFeelv  mill  which  establishment  he  con- 
ducted for  a  time,  and  then  removed  to  Wabash,  Indiana,  where 
he  remained  until  1884  when  he  returned  to  Xenia  and  again  took 
charge  of  the  McFeel}-  mill  which  he  has  since  successnill^'  con- 
ducted. The  mill  is  a  frame  building,  propelled  by  steam,  and  is  pre- 
pared to  do  both  merchant  and  custom  work.  Mr.  Aydelott  was 
married  in  1859  to  Miss  Catharine  Halderman,  by  whom  he  is  the 
father  of  two  living  children,  Jacob  and  Mary  A.  Mrs.  A\  deiott 
died  in  1873,  and  in  1874  Mr.  Aydelott  was  united  in  maraiage 
with  Pamelia  Railsback,  who  died  April  5,  1886.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican  and  a  i^ood  citizen. 

ABRAHAM  I.  BEALL  was  born  in  Clark  County,  Ohio,  the 
27th  of  December,  1830.  His  parents  were  John  and  Martha 
(Inbow)  Beall.  The  former  was  born  in  1806  and  died  in  1834. 
The  latter  was  bom  in  z8io  and  died  in  1855.  Both  were  natives 
of  Ohio  and  were  there  married.  Mr.  BeaU,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  second  of  a  family  of  three  children,  viz:  Mar- 
garet Ann,  Abraham  and  Sabina,  of  whom  Margaret  Ann  has 
passed  away  and  Sabina  having  married  J.  L.  Wilson,  who  has 
removed  to  Nebraska.  Mr.  Beail  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
farm,  receiving  there  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
place,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  the  family  came  to  Miami  County,^ 
and  in  1858  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  In  1855 
he  was  married  to  Pauline  Jump,  of  Cass  County,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Marv  (  Hopkins)  Jump,  natives  of  Delaware,  the 
tormer  of  En^^lish  and  tiie  latter  of  Irish  descent.  This  union  was 
blessed  by  nme  children,  viz:  Mary  Etta,  bom  June  5,  1857; 
Charles  J.,  bom  October  31,  1858;  Henry,  born  February  13, 
i860;  Beckv,  born  December  15,  1862;  William  Morton,  born 
December  27,  1864;  Williard  A.,  born  November  9,  1866;  Frank 
Mannie,  born  June  9,  1868:  Pearl,  born  Januarv  9,  1872;  Nora, 
born  January  31,  1875.  Henry  and  Matmie'  have  since  passed 
away,  Harry,  tiie  21st  of  February,  and  Mannie  January  23, 1886. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beall  are  members  of  the  M.  £.  Church  of  Xenia. 

Beginning  life  a  poor  boy  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Beall  has  adopted  farm- 
ing for  a  profession,  and  has  by  dint  of  industry  gained  a  fine  home 
of  200  acres  of  exofllent  land  in  sections  35  and  36,  witli  first- 
class  improvements.  Mr.  Beall  is  an  enterprising  and  energetic 
farmer  and  a  No.  i  citizen. 

THOMAS  M.  BUSBY,  the  son  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth 
(McAllister)  Busby,  was  bom  in  Madison  County,  Indiana,  Decem- 
ber I,  1843.  The  parents  were  both  of  Englisli  descent,  the  father 
being  born  in  182 1,  in  Indiana,  and  the  mother  in  Virginia  in  1820. 
The  mother  came  to  Indiana  when  a  girl  where  she  was  married 
in  1841.  To  this  union  were  bom  five  children,  viz :  Thomas,  John, 
Isaac  Vinton,  Hester  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Mr.  Busby,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  raised  on  his  fathers 
farm  in  Madison  County,  received  a  good  education  for  that  day 
of  log  school  houses  and  puncheon  floors.  On  the  iith  of  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  Mr.  Busby  was  married  to  Eliza  Ellen  Morris,  daugh- 
ter of  Ephraim  and  Mary  (McAllister)  Morris,  the  former  -of 
Scotch  and  the  mother  *of  Iridi  descent,  the  father  dying  in 
1844  Mr.  Busby  is  a  member  of  tfie  I.  O.  O.  F.  They 
began  life  in  Madison  County,  Indiana,  and  in  February  1874, 
moved  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  in  Section  13.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  the  following  children,  viz:  Augustus,  born 
September  23,  1865;  Silas,  bom  September  15, 1870,  and  Hester, 
born  October  8,  1881 ;  all  of  whom  are  living.  Beginning  life  a 
poor  boy  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Busby  has  worked  hard 
and  has  by  dint  of  industry  and  perseverence  gained  a  fine 
farm  of  108  acres  of  well  improved  hmd  in  Section  13.  As  his 
early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  he  has  adopted  it  as  a  profession 
and  is  now  an  industrious,  enterprising  young  famier  and  a  number 
one  citizen. 

THOMAS  CREVISTON,  deceased,  was  bom  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  about  the  year  1805.  He  was  a  son  of  WiUiam 
and  Katie  Brown)  Creviston,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsvlva- 
nia.  He  came  to  Miami  County  in  1842,  and  entered  a  tract  of  land 
in  Jackson  Township,  and  upon  which  his  son  and  widow  now  lives. 
He  was  married  in  Grant  County,  Indiana,  January  26,  1837,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Slagal,  a  native  of  Darke  County,  Ohio,  bom  in  the 
year  1820,  and  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Polly  (Ilomsley)  Slagal. 
To  their  union  the  following  cliildren  were  born:  Louisa,  born 
November  26,  1837  (deceased),  Ellen,  born  May  6,  1839,  Lourinda, 
bora  January  14,  1841,  David,  bom  July  18, 1843,  served  in  the  late 
war  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Elmira,  born  March  6,  1847,  Thomas  J.,  bora  AprH  17,  1849,  Mary 
A.,  born  July  6,  1851,  James,  bom  March  14,  1854,  and  Sarah,  born 
September  3, 1858.    Mr.  Creviston  followed  farming  through  life. 
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was  one  of  the  leading  dtizens  of  the  county,  and  died  May  la, 
1869,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  James  Crevi^ 

ton,  the  sixth  child  bom  to  his  parents,  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm,  rcceivini^  his  education  at  the  common  schools  and  selected 
farming  as  his  vocation.  He  now  owns  113  acres  of  the  old  home- 
Stead,  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivatioa,  and  upon  which 
are  all  modem  improvements.  He  is  interested  in  all  matters  of 
public  welfare  and  is  an  industrious,  progressive  young  man. 

J.  W.  DALE,  grocer,  Xenia,  was  bom  in  CHnton  Count v, 
Ohio,  November  10,  1852,  being  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four 
children  bora  to  Enoch  and  Margaret  fWhittaker)  Dale,  natives 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana  respective!}'.  The  rather  removed  to  Howard 
County,  Indiana,  in  1855,  where  he  foUowed  his  occupation — that 
of  a  shoemaker — until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Regiment, 
and  was  taken  sick  and  died  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  1864. 
His  widow  survived  him  till  1869,  when  she  died  at  Xenia.  Our 
subject  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  began  for  himself  by  working  on  the  farm,  at 
which  he  cont-nued  until  eighteen  years  old.  At  this  age  he 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at  Nevada,  Indiana,  and  in  1869 
came  to  Xenia,  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocerv  store. 
In  the  fall  of  1879  he  began  doing  business  for  hiniself,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  Xenia.  He  carries  a 
stock  of  $2,000,  doing  a  business  of  $9,000  per  year.  He  is  a 
live  business  man,  and  has  a  large  and  profitable  trade.  Mr. 
Dale  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Eliza  Marine,  a  daughter 
of  Asa  and  Ann  (Somers)  Marine.  Four  children  were 
bora  .  to  this  union — ^Ilale  V.,  born  October  31,  1877;  Mabel, 
bom  November  4,  1879;  Homer,  bom 'April  15,  1881,  and  Laura 
£.,  bora  November  i,  1883.  Mr.  Dale  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

HON.  JOHN  W.  EWARD,  a  native  of  Decatur  County, 
Indiana,  was  born  September  6,  1836,  and  is  the  fifth  son  of  a  family 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  James  and  Dorcas  Eward  were  the 

garents,  both  natives  of  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  the  former 
om  in  1803  and  the  latter  in  1806.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  county,  and  in  1831  removed  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana. 
The  father  who  was  a  fanner  was  also  enjraged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  tlax-seed  oil,  and  in  1845  he  removed  to  Marion,  Indiana, 
where  his  death  occurred  a  year  later.  He  was  an  honored  citizen, 
and  was  connected  with  the  Christian  Church  from  boyhood.  The 
moUier  still  resides  at  Marion.  John  W.  received  a  thorough,  ordin- 
ary education  in  tiie  public  schools  at  Marion,  Indiana,  and  while  yet 
a  boy,  began  learning  the  tanner's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  dur- 
ing the  winter,  and  during  the  summer  worked  in  the  printing  office 
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at  Marion,  continuing  in  the  latter  until  i860  when  he  began  teach- 
ing school,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  two  years.  He  then  went 
into  partnership  with  Judge  Kelly  and  purchased  the  Grrant  County 
Uniottt  which  partnership  existed  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  Judge 
Kell}-  was  appointed  Provost-Marshal.  He  then  became  associated 
with  Judj^^L'  Wallace,  of  Marion,  who  in  the  fall  of  1863,  "^^as 
appointed  paymaster  of  the  army,  and  Mr.  Eward  continued  to  man- 
age the  Union  until  the  return  of  Judge  Wallace,  which  was  in  1864. 
"niey  then  purchased  the  Marion  yaumal,  consolidating  it  with  the 
Union.  The  youmal  was  a  Republican  paper,  and  was  published 
bv  the  above  named  gentleman  until  1865,  when  Mr.  Wallace 
retired.  Mr.  Eward  continued  its  publication  one  year,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  and  came  to  Xenia,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
identified  vdth  the  best  interests  of  ISfiami  Coun^.  Upon  coming 
to  Xeiua  he  was,  till  1870^  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bunnesswith 
J.  W.  Flinn  ft  Son.  He  then  began  the  practice  of  law,  and  as  a 
Republican,  was  in  1872.  elected  to  the  State  LeLcislature  froqi 
Miami  County,  and  served  in  the  special  session  of  1872  and  the 
regular  session  of  1873,  proving  a  wise  and  acceptable  legislator. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  his  township.  He  is 
one  of  the  organizers  and  stock-holders  of  the  Xenia  Agricultural 
'Society,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  twelve  years.  He  also 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Old  Settlers'  Association,  of  which  he  has 
been  president  for  eight  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  Masonic  fraternities,  and  the  Christian  Church.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1865  to  Miss  Rebecca  York,  by  whom  he  is  the  father  of 
four  living  chiMren— Jessie      Edgar  D.,  Freddie  and  Elbert 

JOHN  O.  FRAME,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  born  in  Hunt- 
ington County,  Indiana,  June  16, 1843,  is  the  third  of  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  Felix  G.  and  Mary  M.  (Alexander)  Frame  both 
natives  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married,  and 
removed  to  Huntington  County^  Indiana  in  1040.  The  father  was 
a  wagon-maker  by  occupation,  which  he  followed  at  Warren, 
Indiana,  and  was  also  engaged  in  keeping  hotel.  In  the  year  1849^ 
he  removed  to  Huntington  where  he  remained  one  year,  then 
removed  lo  Iowa,  remaining  one  year,  then  returned  to  to  Hunting- 
ton where  he  resided  until  1853.  In  the  latter  year  he  removed  to 
a  farm  eight  imles  from  Huntington,  where  htt  death  occurred  the 
same  year.  His  widow  survives  him  and  lives  at  Andrews,  Indiana. 
John  O.  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county  and  was  educated 
at  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  F  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  serv  ed  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  as  Ser- 
geant He  participated  in  the  following  engagements:  Port  Gib- 
son, Champion  HiU,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Red  River  campaign  and 
numerous  other  engagements,  performing  many  gallant  services  lor 
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his  country.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
enpraged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1875  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  River,  Indiana,  and  was  appointed  the 
tirst  Postmaster  of  that  place.  He  remained  in  business  there  until 
1877,  and  in  the  followin*^  year  removed  to  Xenia  and  engaged  in 
the  tin  and  stove  business  for  a  short  time,  and  subsepuently  took 
up  the  Insurance  and  Collecting  business.  In  April,  1886,  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1870  Mr.  Frame  was  appointed 
and  took  the  census  of  five  townships  of  his,  Huntington,  County. 
He  was  married  February  26,  1S66,  to  Miss  Ellon  Miller,  daughter 
of  Leander  11.  Miller.  Mrs.  Frame  was  born  July  22,  1846,  in 
Wayne  County,  Indiana.  Five  children  were  bom  to  this  marriage: 
Effie  M.,  Mary  D.,  Laura  E.,  Charles  0»  and  Horace  E.  Mr. 
Frame  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  G. 
A.  R.,  and  has  always  feivored  the  advancement  of  all  laudable  pub- 
lic enterprises. 

E.  K.  FRIKRMOOD,  M.  D.,  is  a  native  of  Clarke  County.  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  December  29,  1843,  second  of  ten  ciiiidren 
bom  to  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Baker)  IViermood,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  the  former  bom  in  1820  and  the 
latter  in  1822.  The  father  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in 
1851  removed  with  his  family  to  Grant  County,  Indiana,  where 
he  now  resides,  and  is  well  known  and  universally  respected. 
The  mother  died  in  1883.  Dr.  Friermood  received  a  good  prac- 
tical education  at  the  common  schools,  and  also  attended  school 
at  Sprinfield,  Ohio.  In  1867  he  began  the  study  of  medidne 
with  Dr.  Kimball,  of  Xenia,  with  whom  he  continued  two  years, 
and  in  February,  1869,  pfraduated  from  Rush  Medical  College  at 
Chicago.  He  soon  after  located  at  North  Grove,  Indiana,  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time, 
then  removed  to  Wabash,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  1877, 
in  which  year  he  located  at  Amboy,  where  he  has  since  remained 
in  active  practice.  He  has  secured  a  large  and  successful  practice, 
and  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community.  The  Doc- 
tor took  an  active  part  in  the  late  rebellion,  enlisting  August  10, 
1862,  in  Company  I,  Ninety-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
foithfully  served  until  the  dose  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  follow- 
ing battles:  Jackson,  Miss.,  Dallas,  Tex.,  the  Atlanta  campaigns, 
Mission  Ridge,  was  with  Sherman  in  the  memorable  march  to  the 
sea,  and  was  at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  Grand  Review.  In 
November,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Catherine  V.  Thomas,  a 
native  of  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  Seven  children  were  bom  to 
this  union,  diese  five  yet  living:  Wilbur  R.,  Elizabeth,  Georgi- 
ana,  Flora  and  Florence  (twins).  In  1880  the  Doctor  was  elected 
Trustee  of  his  township,  which  office  he  creditably  tilled  to  him- 
self and  all  concerned.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  County 
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and  State  Medical  Societies,  also  the  Maaonic  order»  and  is  a 
staunch  Rejuiblican. 

JOHN  E.  HARRISON,  dealer  in  Boots  and  Shoes,  was  born 
in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  September  25,  1830,  the  eldest  child  in  a 
family  of  eight  bom  to  Harvey  and  Minerva  J.  (Downing)  Harri- 
son. His  parents  were  natives  respectively  of  Barren  County,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Darke  County,  Ohio,  the  former  born  in  1804  and  the 
latter  in  1809.  The  father  was  a  physician  and  farmer,  and  came 
to  Darke  County,  Ohio,  where  he  married,  engaged  in  farming  and, 
where,  in  conjunction  w  ith  farming,  followed  his  chosen  profession, 
and  conducted  a  large  and  successful  practice  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1865.  His  widow  still  lives  on  the  old  home  in  Darke 
Connty,  Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Jesse 
Harrison,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  died  in  his  native  State.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
John  Downing,  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  He  married  Margaret 
Phares  and  removed  to  Ohio  in  the  early  setdement  of  that  State, 
and  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety^even  yean.  His 
wife  died  during  the  late  war.  John  £.  Harrison  was  raised  on  the 
old  homestead  in  his  native  county,  where  he  received  a  common 
school  education.  Septi  niber  9.  1861.  he  enlisted  in  Compan\- G, 
Forty-fourth  Ohio  \  olunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  August, 
186$,  when  he  was  honorably  dischared  as  Second  Sergeant.  He 
participated  in  the  following  engagements:  Lewisburg,  Va.,  May 
22,  1862;  siege  of  Knoxville,  December,  1863,  and  Beverly,  W.  Va., 
and  other  engagements.  He  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  taken 
to  L#ibby  Prison,  w  here  he  was  held  tliirty-tive  davs,  and  passed 
through  all  the  horrors  of  southern  prison  life  during  the  war. 
Returning  from  tlie  war  to  Ohio,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness till  1869,  in  which  year,  he  removed  to  Xenta,  where  he  also 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  later,  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business.  Mr.  Harrison  is  among  the  leading  men  of  Xenia,  and  by 
strict  attention  to  business  has  an  established  trade,  which  requires 
his  entire  attention,  and  which  he  justly  merits.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  commander  of  Post  G.  A.  R.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  on  February  15,  1855,  to  Miss  Harriet  Benson,  a  native  of 
Darke  County,  Ohio.  Two  Uving  children  by  this  union — ^Minerva 
E.  and  Nora  j. 

PETER  HELMS,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  chi/vn  of  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  Janu- 
ary 24,  181 1.  He  is  the  tifth  of  a  family-  of  six  children  bom  to 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Helms, natives  respective!}  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Maryland.  Frederick  Helms  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer  and  in  1820  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  Jacob  Ht  lm,  the  paternal  grand-father  was 
a  nauve  of  Gennany  and  came  to  America  previous  to  the  Revo- 
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lutionary  war,  in  which  he  served  his  adopted  country.  He  later 
engai^ed  in  kt  opini;  hotel  near  Bradford,  Pennnsvlvania,  where  he 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  The  maternal  grand-father  was  Caleb 
Wilson,  who  was  a  native  ot  Maryland  and  of  Iri^h  extraction. 
Peter  Helms  was  reared  on  a  form,  and  his  educational  training 
received  in  the  common  schods,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  at  which  he  worked  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1848  he  came  to  Miami  County  and  settled  in  Union 
Township  where  he  lived  three  years,  then  removed  to  Jefferson 
Township,  and  thence  in  1863  to  Jackson  Township,  locating  on  his 
present  farm,  which  consists  of  160  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved 
land.  Lydia  Jacobs,  a  native  of  Pickaway  Coun^,  Ohio,  bom 
March  11,  1820,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Jacobs,  became  his  wife  in 
the  year  1840.  This  union  was  blessed  with  the  following  familv: 
Riley,  born  November  29,  1840;  Oron,  born  February,  1845; 
Mahala,  bom  October  3,  1847:  Harmon,  bom  March  24,  1850; 
Charles,  bora  June  14, 1854;  Isaac,  bom  January  22, 1857  and  Allen, 
bora  February  2, 1862.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helms  are  highly  respected 
in  the  communit}^  in  which  they  live.  He  has  always  advocated 
the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party,  having  cast  his  first  ballot  for 
Andrew  Jackson  in  1832. 

DR.  JEREMIAH  S.  KELSEY,  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  Xenia,  is  descended  from  a  family  of  that  name,  who  were 
of  Puritan  stock,  dating  back  to  the  early  days  of  the  colonies.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Kelsev,  was  among  the  first  to  volun- 
his  services  in  181 2,  in  which  war  he  died  while  fighting  for  the 
principles  of  his  country,  his  wife  being  before  marriage  Miss 
Martha  Stansdl.  The  father  of  William  Kelsey,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  was,  with  an  elder  brother,  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  on 
trying  to  make  their  escape  the  eldest  brother  was  killed  and 
scalped,  the  Indians  compelling  tli*-  surviving  brother  \o  carry  his 
brother's  scalp.  He  afterward  made  his  escape  and  located  in 
Montgomery  Count)-,  Ohio,  where  he  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  agriculturadists  of  the  county.  The  grandfather 
on  the  materaal  side  was  John  Miller,  an  early  settler  of  Ohio, 
but  removed  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  in  1852,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  parents  of  our  subject  are 
Thomas  and  Athelia  Kelsey,  natives  of  Montgomerv  County,  Ohio. 
The  father  was  a  farnier  by  occupation  and  removed  to  Carroll 
County,  Indiana,  in  1850,  where  he  resided  untU  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty>five.  His  widow  survives  him  and 
resides  in  Carroll  County.  Dr.  Kelsey  is  the  second  child  in  a 
family  of  five  born  to  his  parents,  his  birth  occurring  November 
29,  1842,  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  After  receiving  his  preliminarv  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State,  he  completed 
his  schooling  with  a  coUegiate  course.    He  began  the  study  of 
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medicine  at  Delphi,  Indiana,  under  Dr.  £.  W.  H.  Beck,  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1863  and  '64  he  attended  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michig^an.  He  later 
entered  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated  March  15,  1S66.  In  the  same  year  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  was  successfully  engaged  until  March,  1886.  At  the 
latter  date  he  removed  to  Xenia,  and  began  practicing  in  part- 
nership with  Dr.  A.  D.  Kimball,  and  this  firm  ranks  among  the 
first  practitioners  of  the  county.  Dr.  Kelsey  is  an  enterprising 
and  esteemed  citizen,  and  a  member  of  the  F.  and  A.  M.  He 
was  married  June  23,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  Koutz,  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  W.  P.  Koutz,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Logansport  schools, 
and  an  esteemed  lady.  Five  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union,  viz:  Mary  B.  (deceased),  Thomas  W.,  Eleanor  fi.,  Julia 
R,  and  George  F. 

JOHN  KENDALL  was  born  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  on 
March  27,  1845.  John  and  Susannah  (Yadee)  Kendall  were  his 
parents,  hoth  of  whom  were  of  German  descent  Both  were  child* 
ren  when  they  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  and  there  they 
were  married,  there  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  he  spend- 
ing his  bovhood  there  at  work  upon  his  fathers  farm.  In  1863, 
he,  with  his  parents,  removed  to  Miami  County,  Indiana. 
The  father  died  the  same  year  he  moved  there.  Mr.  Ken- 
dall has  four  brothers  and  sisters,  by  name  Abraham,  Barbara,  Diana 
and  Lydia  living.  The  i6th  of  DeiLnibcr.  1866,  John  married 
Diana  Shrock,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  J.  and  Mary  (  Keck  )  Shrock. 
To  this  union  were  bom  seven  children,  viz:  Sarah  Ann,  Mary, 
Alvin,  Benjamin,  Angeline,  Abe  and  Diana.  Diana  and  Mary  are 
deceased.  On  April  19,  1877,  his  wife  also  passed  away,  and,  after 
remaining  a  widower  for  five  years,  he  was  on  the  4th  day  of  June, 
1882,  married  to  Mary  Alice  Aldrich,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Annie  ( Alian )  Aldrich.  Four  children  have  since  blessed  this 
union:  Edna  May,  Eda  Maud,  Charley  and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Ken- 
dall is  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
be^an  lile  a  poor  boy,  and  has,  by  dint  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
gained  one  of  the  best  little  farms  in  the  township.  It  contains  150 
acres,  and  has  finely  improved  buildings.  Mr.  Kendall  is  an  enter- 
prising, energetic  young  farmer  and  a  number  one  citizen. 

A.  B.  KIMBALL,  farmer,  was  born  in  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  May  23,  1828,  son  of  Abner  and  Nancy  ^Jeffreys)  Kim- 
ball, natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
The  bther  removed  to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  in  about  1822, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  vocation  he  followed  with 
encouraging  success,  making  it  his  life  work.  He  died  jn  Ohio 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six,  his  wife  dying  at  the  age  of 
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sixty-one.    The  paternal  grandfather,  Moses  Kimball,  was  a 

native  of  England,  was  married  to  Jemima  Clement,  and  came 
to  America  in  colonial  times.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  at  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  had  his  thumb  shot  off.  He  subsequently 
removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  near  the  town  of  Warren. 
Joseph  Jeffreys,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  also  a  native  of 
England,  was  married  to  a  Scotch  lady  and  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, settlincf  in  Pennsylvania,  later  removing  to  Ohio,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  years.  Our  subject  was  reared  fii 
a  farm  in  his  nati\e  county,  receiving  a  good  academic  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  be|^  life  for  himself  as  a 
former.  In  i860  he  removed  to  Miami  County,  Ind.,  and 
located  on  his  present  farm,  the  larger  portion  of  which  was  at 
that  time  a  dense  forest.  He  cleared  his  farm,  whicli  contains 
eight v-t wo  and  one-half  acres,  and  by  industry  has  made  it  one 
of  the  most  productive  in  the  township.  On  March  20,  1851, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia  J.  Liggett,  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Ruth  (Ewing)  Liggett,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Kimball  was  also  horn  in  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  4,  1827.  To  them 
three  children  have  been  born,  whose  names  are  Moses  F.,  bom 
Nov.  2,  1852,  died  July  31,  1859;  Einley  A.,  bom  March  19, 
1857,  and  Frank  J.,  bom  August  3,  1871.  Mr.  Kimball  is  hefd 
in  high  esteem  as  a  worthy  citizen,  and  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  since  the  age  of  fourteen  vears. 

ROSCOE  KIMPLE  was  born  in  Peru,  Indiana.  June  23, 
1 86 1.  He  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  three  children  born  to  Henry 
and  Maria  A.  (Weesner)  Kimple,  natives  of  Wabash  County, 
Indiana.  In  1859  father  removed  to  Peru,  where,  in  partner- 
ship with  Judge  Ross,  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1866  he  returned  to  his  native  county, 
and  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1869.  His  widow 
survives  him  and  resides  at  Xcnia.  Roscoe  received  a  good 
practical  education,  graduating  from  the  Somerset,  Indiana,  High 
School  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  then  taught  school  in  Wabash 
County  for  three  years.  During  the  winter  of  1882-3  he  attended 
the  law  department  of  the  Ann  Arbor  University  in  MiehiL^an, 
and  in  March,  1883.  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Ann  Arbor:  also 
to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  was  the  same  year 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Wabash  County,  Indiana.  He  soon  after 
locatt  d  at  Kenia,  where  he  has  since  been  in  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession,  excepting  for  a  short  time,  during  which  he  in 
partnership  with  A.  L.  Lawshe,  established  the  Xenia  yot/rna/, 
and  with  whom  he  continued  until  1884.  Mr.  Kimple  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  one  of  the  promising  young  men  of  the  county. 


BIOGRAPHICAL.  SKETCHES. 


649 


ABRAHAM  L.  LAWSHE,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Xenia  ybumal,  is  a  native  of  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  bom  at  the 

town  of  Somerset  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  1860.  His  father, 
Ilcnrv  D.  Lawshe,  was  born  in  Lambertsville,  New  Jersey,  July  9, 
1816,  and  early  learned  the  carpenter  and  builder's  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  several  years  in  'the  city  of  Philadelphia.  He  subse- 
quently came  to  Indiana,  locating  at  Elizabeth,  Switzerland  County, 
where  on  the  nth  day  of  May,  1844,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Hester  A.  Burj^ett,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (VanTas- 
sell )  Richmond,  of  New  York.  IVfrs.  Lawshe  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Allensville,  Indiana,  in  1820,  and  bv  her  marria^re  with  Mr.  Law- 
she  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  fom^  of  whom,  Thomas,  Oscar, 
Dr.  Isaac  F.  and  A.  L.,  are  now  living.  Mr.  mod  Mrs.  Liawahe 
moved  to  Wabash  County  in  the  year  1853,  and  settled  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Somerset,  where  they  still  reside.  They  are  both  perman- 
ent members  of  the  German  Baptist  or  Dunkard  Church,  and  have 
ever  been  noted  for  their  active  exertions  in  the  interest  of  that 
denomination.  A.  L.  Lawshe  received  a  good  education  in  the 
graded  school  of  Somerset,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  appren- 
ticed himself  to  learn  the  printer^s  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Wabash 
Courier,  Wabash,  Indiana,  where  he  continued  two  years,  going  to 
Indianapolis  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  whicli  city  he  finished  his 
trade  in  the  printing  and  job  olHce  of  Randall  &  Fish.  He  then 
accepted  the  position  of  foreman  on  the  Wabash  Couriery  and  after 
remaining  in  that  capacity  imtil  1883,  establidied  a  job  printing  otike 
in  Wabash,  whidi  he  continued  until  December,  1884,  when  he  came 
to  Xenia,  and  in  partnership  with  Roscoe  Kimple,  founded  the 
Xenia  yournal^  one  of  the  most  successful  local  papers  in  Northern 
Indiana.  He  purchased  his  partner's  interest  at  the  end  of  the  first 
year,  since  which  time  he  has  been  sole  editor  and  proprietor,  the 
paper  under  his  management  having  won  for  itself  a  reputation  sec- 
ond to  that  of  no  other  in  Miami  County.  Mr.  Lawshe  is  a  natural 
bom  journalist,  a  pungent  and  forcible  writer,  and  with  a  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  his  |">rofession.  lias  before  him  a  very  promising 
future.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  fearless  in  the  expression 
of  his  opinions,  and,  although  a  Republican,  is  independent  in  the 
discussion  of  leading  political  issues  of  the  da3^  On  the  x8th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1882,  was  solemnised  his  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Sweetser, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Lowman)  Sweetzer,  a  union  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  two  children. 

AARON  MICHAEL,  Trustee,  a  native  of  Di-laware  County, 
Indiana,  w  as  born  January  27,  1842.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  David 
and  Martha  A.  (Brener)  Michael,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Ken- 
tucky respectively.  The  father  came  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Indiana  in 
1846  and  subsequently  setded  in  Grant  County,  where  he  was  en- 
'  gaged  in  agricultural'  pursuits  till  1866,  when  he  removed  to  Wis- 
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coiuin,  where  he  died  in  the  year  of  1S81,  his  wife  following  a  year 
later.  They  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them,  and 
worthy  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Our  subject  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  received  a  common  school  education,  and  on  attaining 
his  majority  learned  the  blacksmith^s  trade,  which  he  has  since 
principally  followed.  He  first  located  *at  Roseburg,  Indiana,  where 
he  followed  hia  trade  till  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Xenia  and  has 
since  resided  there.  He  is  a  good  mechanic,  commanding  a  large  pat- 
ronage and  is  also  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  wortliy  citizen,  and  is  now 
fining  his  second  term  as  trustee  of  his  township.  He  has  also 
served  in  the  town  council  and  school  board.  Mr.  Michael  was 
married  in  i860  to  Miss  Hester  A.  Morgan,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Of 
a  family  of  four  children  bom  to  this  union,  these  two,  Daniel  R. 
and  George  R.  are  yet  living.  Mr.  Michael  is  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  and  a  Uenioeral  m  politics. 

JOHN  W.  MINOR,  a  son  of  John  and  PoUy  (Owens)  Minor, 
was  bom  the  14th  of  August,  1840,  in  Boyle  County,  Kentucky. 
The  father  was  of  English  descent,  and  was  bom  on  July  4,  lypo. 
He  came  to  Kentucky  and  there  met  the  mother,  who  was  bom 
April  18,  1799,  ^  native  of  that  State.  They  were  married 
February  5,  1818,  to  which  \inion  twelve  children  were  bom — 
Sarah,  Jeremiah,  Edward,  Mason,  "William,  Dixon  L.,  Martha 
Jane,  Nancy,  Elias,  David,  Logan  and  Johm  W.  Of  these  Sarah, 
William,  Dixen,  Martha  Jane,  Nancy  and  John  are  still  living. 
Mr.  John  Minor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  raised  on  his 
fathers  farm  in  Kentucky,  receiving  a  limited  education,  and  in 
1854  the  family  came  to  Hamilton,  Counlv,  Indiana.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  Mr.  Minor  began  life  for  himself,  going  to  Missouri, 
and  in  i860  came  back  to  Indiana,  and,  fanning  until  February, 
1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  One  Hufulred  and  Forty-sev- 
enth Indiana  Volunteeris,  and  received  an  honrable  dischari^e  in 
August  of  the  same  vear.  In  October,  1865,  he  was  married  to 
Amelia  Ilaskett,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Lydia  (Ridgeway) 
Haskett,  a  lad}'  of  English  descent.  This  union  was  blessed  by 
four  children — ^Maud  Evelina,  Ulysses  Kosby,  Fannie  Jane  and 
John  H.  On  March  8,  1872,  J  l  i  II.  died,  and  the  wife 
followed  on  Jannarv  26,  J^7\-  John  W.  Minor  had  come 
to  this  county  in  1865,  settlin<(  in  Harrison  Township,  where 
his  father  passed  away  November  9,  1869,  and  was  followed  by 
the  mother  one  week  afterwards,  and  in  1873  he  settled  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  in  section  35,  Jackson  Township. 
On  September  2,  1875,  Mr.  Minor  was  married  to  Sarah  Lind- 
lev,  the  dniit^hter  of  Thomas  and  I*cggy  Lindlev,  natives  of 
OranL^e  L'mintv.  Indiana.  There  \\  ei  c  two  children  born  tn  ihem 
• — Lindley  Krta,  who  died  when  little  over  a  month  old,  and  Cora 
Ethel,  bora  December  2,  1877.    Beginning  life  a  poor  boy,  Mr. 
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Mmor  has  worked  hard,  and  has  1^  dint  of  industry  and  perse- 
verance gained  a  beautiful  home  of  150  acres  of  as  fine  land  as 
any  in  the  township,  and  on  which  are  the  best  of  modem 

improvements. 

LEVIN  G.  MURPHY,  lumber  dealer  and  leading  citizen  of 
Xenia,  was  bom  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio»  October  i,  184 1,  is 
the  fourth  child,  and  one  of  the  five  children  of  George  G.  and 
Margaret  (Arbuckle)  Murphy,  the  former  a  native  of  Delaware, 
bom  February  29,  1808,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  born  in  November  18 13.  The  father  in  early  Hfe  followed 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  in  1849,  removed  with  his  family 
to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  locating  at  Peoria,  where  he  engaged 
in  saw-milling  and  where  he  now  resides.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  Reuben  Murphy,  a  native  of  Delaware,  and  died 
with  the  cholera  in  Ohio  in  1849.  ^^amuel  Arbuckle,  the  mater- 
nal grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Pennsvlvania,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  died  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio.  Our  subject  was  reared  by  his  parents,  his  edu- 
cation being  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  September  11, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infan- 
tr}',  and  served  until  December  9,  1864.  He  took  part  in  a  num- 
ber of  engagements,  among  which  were  Shiloh,  siege  of  Corinth, 
Stone  River,  in  which  he  recived  a  slight  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder  and  head,  battle  of  Tullahoma,  and  with  his  brigade 
was  the  first  to  enter  Chattanooga.  His  next  battles  were  Misdon 
Ridge,  Knoxville,  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  in  the  last  named  he  was 
wounded  in  the  leg,  the  battle  of  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  in  that  famous  charge  of  June  27,  1864,  where 
he  received  a  woimd  in  the  left  eye,  totally  destroying  me  sight 
of  that  organ,  and  which  effectually  ended  his  military  career. 
He  never  wavered  in  the  immediate  discharge  of  such  duties  as 
devolved  upon  him,  and  throuLjhout  his  miHtarv  career  was  a  brave 
and  efficient  soldier,  i  le  returned  to  Miami  County  after  the  war 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he  has  success- 
fully continued.  Mr.  Murphy  was  united  in  marriage  January  i, 
1872,  to  MiMjMary  C.  Slocum,  and  one  daughter  has  blessed 
their  union,  Ethel,  bom  January  19  1875.  Mrs.  Murphy  is  a 
native  of  Huron  Count}*,  Ohio,  horn  February  7,  1846.  Her 
parents  are  George  and  Eliza  (Pierce)  Slocum,  natives  of  Peru, 
the  father  bom  July  3,  1823,  and  the  mother  March  12,  1825. 
They  removed  to  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1846, 
where  the  father  died  January  20^  i860.  The  mother  is  still 
living  and  resides  in  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  are  among 
the  best  citizens  of  Xenia.  He  is  a  Republican  and  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R. 

WILLIAM  OVERMAN,  a  son  of  Jcsac  and  Keziah  (Stubbs) 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


Overman,  was  born  in  Btdler  County,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1 8 16.  When  he  was  seven  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to 
Wayne  County,  where  Mr.  Overman  was  raised  on  his  father's 
farm,  receiving  an  education  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  teach  six 
winters  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  During  his  boyhood 
Mr.  Overman  staid  on  his  father's  farm  helping  to  dear  it  up,  and 
was  at  home  more  or  less  until  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  when  he 
was  married  to  Nancy  Overman,  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Rebecca  Overman,  and  a  second  cousin  to  Mr.  Overman.  The 
young  couple  on  the  last  day  of  1845  came  to  Miami  County  and 
settled  on  x6o  acres  of  land  in  Harrison  Township  which  they 
entered  from  the  Government.  When  they  came  here  the  land  had 
not  been  surveyed  and  the  Indians  were  still  thick  in  the  forest. 
Here  they  began  to  clear  the  land,  building  a  little  log  cabin  with 
the  usual  stick  chimney.  Here  all  the  family,  with  the  exception  of 
Martha  Ann,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  were  bom.  Their  names 
are  Mary  Jane,  Elijah  F.,  George,  Irvin  C,  Nathan  A.  and  luna. 
Elijah,  Irvin,  Nathan  and  luna  are  still  living.  On  the  6th  day  of 
July,  1869^  the  wife  was  taken  away.  Remaining  a  widower  for 
two  years  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1S71,  married  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Annis,  daugliU  r  of  Benjamin  and  Marv  Binford,  with  whom  he 
he  lived  on  the  farm  until  in  1885  when  he  moved  to  Amboy,  where 
now  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  are  members  of  the  Friends  Church. 
Beginning  life  in  poor  circumstances,  Mr.  Overman  has  worked 
hard,  and  has,  by  dint  of  industry  and  perseverance,  gained  a  fine 
and  well  cultivated  farm.  He  is  the  oldest  citizen  of  Amboy,  and  his 
family  has  grown  (o  be  one  of  the  most  respected  in  the  communitv. 
There  is  a  trudiuon  in  the  Overman  family  to  the  effect  thai 
several  generations  ago  three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Overman 
came  to  the  United  States  from  Germany,  and  from  these  all  the 
Overmans  of  the  countrv  are  descended,  at  anv  rate  thev  are  a  very 
old  family  of  the  Carolinas,  the  grandfather  being  Isaac  and  the  father 
Ephraim,  to  whom  on  the  i7lh  da\  of  October,  1782,  was  born  Jesse, 
the  father  of  William,  Elijah  and  Joseph,  all  old  residents  of  Miami 
County.  Mr.  Jesse  Overman  was  a  native  of  Pasquotank,  N.  C, 
being  raised  and  educated  on  his  father's  farm  at  that  place* 
The  family  left  North  Carolina  for  Virginia,  and  in  1807  t*'"'" 
grated  to  Indiana,  then  the  far  west  and  nothing  but  a  howling 
wilderness,  and  settled  in  Wayne,  where  the  city  of  Richmond 
now  stands,  and  burned  the  stumps  from  the  place  where  there 
are  now  large  buildings.  In '  1810  Mr.  Overman  went  to  Preble 
County,  and  there  in  the  Friends'  Church  was  united  in  wedlock 
with  Kesiah  Stubbs,  a  native  of  Georgia,  a  lady  of  German  de- 
scent. Beginning  his  married  life  in  Butler  Countv,  most  of  his 
family  of  thirteen  children,  by  name,  Henry,  Eli,  Elizabeth,  Wil- 
liam, Rachel,  Rebecca,  Ephraim,.  Nathan,  Enoch  and  Elijah, 
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Joseph,  Hannah  and  Mary  were  born.  Elizabeth,  Rachel  and 
Mary  are  dead.    In  1823  he  moved  his  fomily  to  Waxne  County^ 

Ind.,  where  he  raised  and  educated  them.  In  1835  ^^e  mother 
died«  and  the  children  growing  up  have  married  and  raised  fam- 
ilies. About  1847  or  '48  he  came  to  Miami  County,  where  sev- 
eral of  his  children  had  preceded  him,  and  Uved  around  among 
them  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  2ist  of  September, 
1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Overman  were  both  members  of  the 
Friends*  Church,  and  the  remains  of  this  sturdy  pioneer  now  repose 
in  the  Amboy  grave  yard.  Coming  to  this  country  when  all  was 
wilderness,  Mr.  Overman  carved  a  home  out  of  the  forest  and 
raised  a  family  a  credit  to  himself  and  the  community,  and  at 
last  sinking  under  the  weight  of  years,  sought  the  haven  where 
.so  many  of  his  friends  had  preceded  him. 

JOSEPH  POWELL,  a  native  of  England,  was  bom  April  17, 
1816,  son  of  Thomas  and  Henriette  (Howell)  Powell,  natives  of 
England.  They,  in  about  1818,  emigrated  to  America,  and  located 
in  Virginia,  thence  to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  where  tliey  resided 
until  their  deaths.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
which  he  followed  with  more  than  ordinary  success,  and  was  an 
intelligent  gentleman  and  in  every  respect  a  worthy  citizen.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  received  a  fair  English  edu- 
cation in  the  country  schools,  and  made  his  own  start  in  life  as  a 
farmer,  which  business  he  has  carried  on  all  his  life  with  good  suc- 
cess. He  remained  in  Ohio  until  1849,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  located  in  Jackson  Township,  purchas- 
ing 143  acres  of  land  upon  which  there  was  no  improvement  of  any 
kind.  He  went  to  work  with  a  will,  and  within  a  few  years,  estab- 
lished a  comfortable  home,  where  he  has  since  resided,  lie  was 
married  January  30,  1839,  Miss  Margaret  Leighninger,  a  native 
of  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  born  October  12,  1819,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  (Wolf)  Leighninger.  The  following  family 
were  born  to  diis  marriage,  namely:  Emily  S.,  Mary  H.,  Louisa, 
John  C.  (^deceased),  Francis  W.,  who  served  in  the  late  war, 
and  took  ill  from  exposure  and  died  at  home,  March  28,  1864; 
Lewis,  Henry  C,  Ella,  William  R.  E.  (deceased),  Alonso  J.  and 
Carrie.  Mr.  Powell  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  been  steward  and  class  leader  for  many 
years.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  and  highly  esteemed  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  been  called  to  fill  several  minor  official  positions. 

HENRY  J.  RAUSMAN,  a  prosperous  merchant  at  Xenia, 
was  born  in  Germany,  November  19,  1842.  His  father  dying, 
when  he  was  but  five  years  old,  his  mother  again  married,  and 
together  wth  his  mother  and  step-father,  he,  at  the  age  of  nine 
years,  came  to  America.   He  received  but  a  moderate  schooling  in 
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youthf  and  began  at  the  age  of  fourteen  for  himself  by  working  on 
a  &rm.  He  later  learned  the  moulder's  trade  at  which  he  contm- 
ued  to  work  until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Forty-eij^'hth  Ohio  Regiment  with  which  he  served  until  Mav 
25,  1866,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  as  Quarter-Master 
Serjeant.  He  participated  in  the  following  engagements:  Shiloh, 
April  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth,  1863,  in  which  he  was  alighdy 
wounded  in  the  left  arm;  siege  aiul  capture  of  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
April  29th  to  30th,  1862;  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  June  30th, 
1862;  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  Mississippi,  December  28,  1862,  to  Janu- 
ary I,  1863;  Arkansas  I'ost,  Arkansas,  January  11,  1863;  Port 
Gibson,  May  i,  1863;  Champion  Hill,  Mississippi,  May  16,  1863; 
Big  Black  River  Bridge,  AGssissippi,  May  17,  1863;  Siege  of 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  from  May  19  to  July  4,  1863;  Siege  and 
Capture  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  July  10  to  July  17,  1863;  Saline 
Cross  Roads,  Louisana,  April  8,  1864;  Cane  River,  Louisana, 
April  23,  1864;  Yellow  Bayou,  Louisana,  May  18,  1864;  Escambia 
River,  Florida,  March  26,  1865;  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Blakely, 
Alabama,  from  April  first  to  ninUi,  1865.  Since  the  war  Au>. 
Rausman  has  been  engaged  in  various  occupations,  and  in  1872 
he  came  to  Xenia,  where  he  was  emploved  as  a  clerk  in  a  store, 
continuing  in  this  until  1876.  In  the  latter  year  he  embarked  in 
general  merchandising  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  has  estab- 
Sshed  an  extensive  trade  and  carries  a  weU  assorted  stock  amqnnt- 
ing  to  about  $7,000.  He  began  life  poor,  and  by  industry'  and 
good  management  he  has  secured  a  comfortable  income  and 
established  a  reputation  as  an  honorable  upri«^ht  citizen.  He  was 
married  in  1866  to  Rebecca  McBride,  who  died  March  29,  1885, 
He  chose  for  his  second  wife  and  present  companion,  Mrs.  Mary 
£.  Strayton.  Mr,  Rausman  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

JOHN  J.  ROSBURGH,  grocer,  was  bom  in  Fayette  Count}-, 
Ohio,  December  28,  1828,  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (McDonald) 
Rosburgh,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Vir^rinia.  The  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  a  farmer,  which  vocation 
he  followed  through  life;  his  death  occured  in  Ohio  in  1842,  in  his 
fifty-third  }  ear.  His  widow  survived  him  till  1882.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  Robert  Rosburgh,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  died  in  Virginia.  The  great  grandfather  \\'as  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  came  to  America  previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
war,  in  which  he  was  an  active  participant.  Our  subject's  early 
life  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio,  and  attending  the 
common  schools,  from  which  he  obtained  a  fair  education.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenterinn;  and  cabinet  making,  and  in  1S69 
came  to  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  and  thence  to  Xenia  in  1873, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1882.    In   this  year  he 
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resolved  to  embark  in  busbeat  for  himself  and  accordingly  opened 
a  grocery  on  Main  street,  where  he  has  prospered  and  has  a 

steadily  increasing  business.  Mr.  Rosburgh  was  married  in  Ohio 
in  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Dowden,  by  whom  he  is  the  father  of 
seven  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living,  Harry.  Mr.  Rosburgh 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  politicaUy  is  a 
Democrat. 

REUBEN  W.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  the  oldest  established  physician 
of  Xenia,  is  a  son  of  John  and  Isabel  (Murphj')  Smith.  The 
father  was  born  in  North  Carolin?,  February  17,  1804,  and  is  of 
English  and  Irish  descent.  He  was  brought  to  Indiana  by  liis 
parents  in  z8o6,  they  locating  where  the  town  of  Richmond  now 
stands.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  moved  to  Howard 
County,  Indiana,  in  1848.  Here  he  was  elected  the  first  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  his  township.  He  resided  in  Howard  County 
until  1872,  when  he  returned  to  Henry  County,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1883.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  1835.  The  father 
of  John  and  grandfother  of  our  subject  was  Rob^  Smith,  who 
died  in  Henry  County,  Lidiana,  his  father  being  John  Smith,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  and  merchants  of  Richmond,  Indiana.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  James  Murphy,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  at  Hagerstown, 
Indiana.  Dr.  Reuben  W.  Smith  was  the  only  son  of  his  parents, 
and  his  birth  occurred  in  Henry  County,  Inmana,  November  3o» 
1 83 1.  I  lis  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
finishing  the  same  at  the  State  University  at  Bloomington.  At 
the  age  of  22  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Wabash,  Indi- 
ana, under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Holloway,  and  in  the  session  of 
1855  and  1856  attended  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati, 
after  which  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Farmland,  Indiana.  Here  he  remained  until  1858,  when  he  located 
at  Xenia.  The  term  of  1870  and  1871  he  attended  the  Indiana 
Medical  College  at  IndianapoUs,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
latter  year.  In  beginning  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Miami 
County,  he  has  not  only  gainra  a  lucn^ve  practioe  in  this  and 
adjoining  counties,  but  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  physi- 
cians the  county  affords.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  County 
and  State  Medical  Societies,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat.  The  Doctor  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss 
Matilda  E.  Franklin,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Per> 
sonate)  Franklin,  of  Henry  County,  Indiana.  Five  children  were 
bom  to  this  union — Edgar  A.,  John  £*,  Benjamin  F.,  Jennie  M. 
and  Marv  B.  (deceased). 

NELSON  T.  TILMAN,  proprietor  of  the  Tilman  House,  is 
a  native  of  Darke  County  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  May  8,  1835, 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary   (Thomas)  Tilman,  natives  of  6outh 
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Carolina  and  TenncMCC  respectively.  The  father  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Tennessee,  thence  to  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until 
1843,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  where 
he  followed  farming,  and  died  in  1869.  His  widow  surviving 
him  until  1871.  The  paternal  grand&ther  was  Tobias  TOman  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  and  served  his  adopted 
country  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  a  farmer,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Catharine  Sharp,'  also  a  native  of  Germany.  They  died 
in  Darke  County  Ohio.  The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Thomas, 
was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  was  married  to  Catherine  Albright. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  181 2  and  died  in  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
as  did  also  his  wife.  Nelson  T.  Tilman  was' reared  on  a  farm 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  and  at 
the  age  of  Twenty  be  began  doing  for  himself  b\*  engaging  in 
saw-milling  and  the  lumber  business.  He  continued  in  this  for  a 
period  of  eleven  years,  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
one  ^'ear,  and  then  farmed  for  three  years.  In  x868  he  came  to 
Xenia  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  continuing  till  die  fall 
of  1885,  since  then  he  has  conducted  the  Tilman  House,  of  which 
he  is  the  present  popular  proprietor.    In  1856  his  marriage  with 

Miss  Sarah  A.    was  solemnized,  and  one  child,  Miner\  a  C, 

blessed  this  union.  In  1864,  Mrs.  Tilman  died,  and  in  1866  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Jerusha  A.  Druley,  who  died  No- 
vember 27,  1880,  after  bearing  the  following  children:  £dy  T., 
Ora  L.,  Bertha,  Cassandra,  \^ry  and  Edith.  He  chose  for  his 
third  wife,  Clara  Atchinson,  who  died  shortly  after  marriage.  Mr. 
Tilman's  fourth  and  present  companion  was  formerly  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Hadley.  Mr.  Tilman  has,  by  industry,  accumulated  a  comr 
fortable  income.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  is  a  Republican. 

CHARLES  N.  WALES,  postmaster  at  Xenia,  is  a  native 
of  Union  County,  Indiana,  where  he  was  born,  August  15,  1845, 
the  youngest  of  eight  children  born  to  James  and  Jane  (Haynes) 
Wales,  the  former  a  native  of  Susse.xshire,  England,  bom  in  1789 
and  the  latter  a  native  of  Tennessee,  bom  in  1805.  The  father 
came  to  Union  Covmty,  Indiana,  in  181^  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing, and  resided  there  until  his  death,  Februar}-  29,  1856.  His 
widow  still  survives  and  is  H\'tng  in  Miami  County  at  an  advanced 
age.  Peter  Wales,  the  paternal  grand-father  of  Charles  N.,  was 
a  native  of  England,  was  married  to  Martha  CafHn  and  resided 
'  in  his  native  country  all  his  life.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
Richard  Haynes,  a  native  of  Virginia,  bom  m  the  year  of  1763, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  soUier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  died  in  Union  County,  Indiana.  Charles  N.  was  raised  to 
manhood  in  his  native  county,  where  he  received  a  common 
school  education  and  in  1873,  came  to  Miami  County,  located  at 
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Xenia  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  one  year  and 
then  for  a  period  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  the 
fall  of  1885  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Xenia  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  he  carries  a  stock  of  blank  books,  stationery,  etc 
He  was  married  in  September,  1876,  to  Miss  Clara  Kimball,  by 
whom  he  is  the  father  of  one  living  child,  Fannie.  Mr.  Wales 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraterni^  and  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Jefferson  Township — Physical  Features — Early  Settlers 
— PiONKRR  Life — Industries — Religious  History — Early 
Events — Mexico — Denver— Stringtown— Biographical 
Sketches. 

JEFFERSON  TOWNSHIP  was  named  in  honor  of  the  great 
Statesman  and  President,  Thomas  Jefferson.    It  is  situated 

near  the  west-central  part  of  the  county,  and  contains  a  super- 
rtcial  area  of  about  thirty-three  square  miles,  or  21,1 2p  acres  of 
land,  with  the  following  boundaries:  Union  Township  on  the 
north,  Richland  and  Peru  Townships  on  the  east,  Peru  on  the 
south  and  Cass  County  on  the  west.  The  surfoce  of  the  country 
is  level  in  some  parts  and  pleasantly  diversified  in  others.  Eel 
River  flows  through  the  township  from  northeast  to  southwest 
and  receives  in  its  course  a  number  of  small  tributaries  which 
traverse  the  country  in  various  directions.  A  part  of  the  country 
lying  adjacent  to  the  river  is  high  and  rolling,  whUe  other  sec- 
tions on  the  opposite  «de  are  comparatively  level  and  character- 
ized by  a  deep  soil  which  for  general  agricultural  purposes  is  not 
excelled  by  tliat  of  anv  other  part  of  Indiana.  Jefferson  is  with- 
out doubt  the  best  and  most  highly  improved  farming  district  of 
Miami  County,  a  claim  which  all  who  have  seen  her  elegant 
country  residences,  commodious  bams,  lar^  stock  bums,  and 
other  evidences  of  thrift  and  prosperity  visible  on  every  hand, 
wiU  readily  acknowledge. 

The  river  bottoms  are  unsurpassed  for  the  production  of 
the  leading  cereals  while  all  parts  of  the  township  produce 
abundantly  all  the  crops  and  fruits  adapted  to  the  climate  of 
Northern  Indiana.  The  whole  area  of  die  township  was  origi- 
nally a  dense  forest  but  the  steady  drain  upon  it  tor  fuel  and 
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manufacturing  purposes  has  materially  reduced  the  original  supply. 
In  the  remaining  forests  may  be  found  a  good  proportion  of 
beech,  elm,  maple  poplar,  ash,  black  and  white  walnut  and  the 
different  species  of  oak.  Botli  iron  and  load  ores  have  recently 
been  discovered  near  Denver  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
township,  but  as  yet  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  country  has  not 
been  developed. 

Settlers. — Within  the  area  of  Jefferson  Township  were  made 
some  of  the  earliest  permanent  settlements  of  A^iami  Coimty. 
"Doubtless  the  question  will  arise  as  to  how  it  happened  that  the 
pioneers  selected  the  lands  in  this  part  of  the  county  in  prt^fcrence 
to  that  of  some  other  township.''  A  partial  answer  is  found,  per- 
haps, in  the  following:  While  the  early  survey  ol  INfianii  County 
proved  a  great  benefit  in  determining  and  fixing  beyond  dispute  the 
location  of  claims,  there  were  details  unnoticed  which  were  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  deciding  the  pioneer's  choice  of  a  home.  A 
fertile  soil  was  an  important  consideration,  but  not  any  more  import- 
ant than  others  whidi  have  long  smce  become  ahsohite.  The 
demands  of  the  pioneer  |prew  out  of  the  undeveloped  conditions  of 
the  country,  and  niade  him  a  hunter  as  well  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
His  resources  as  well  as  inducements  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land 
were  of  the  most  limited  kind,  and  obliged  him  to  depend  upon 
nature  far  more  than  upon  art  for  his  subsistence.  His  education 
and  experience  prepared  him  to  prefer  this  kind  of  existence,  and 
while  he  sought  a  locality  which  was  Ekely  to  invite  immigration  and 
thus  lead  to  the  appreciation  of  his  pre-emption,  his  main  hope  of 
ultimate  competence,  his  experience  led  him  to  seek  a  land  where 
the  meager  demands  for  the  suppUes  of  his  family  could  be  most 
readily  supplied.  This  implied  a  rich  soil,  an  abundance  of  game, 
a  good  range  for  his  few  head  of  stock,  convenient  materials  for  the 
construction  of  his  rude  dwelling,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  good 
water.  These  conditions  were  all  happily  blended  in  this  highlv 
favored  part  of  the  country."  "Through  the  central  part  of  the  town- 
ship, from  east  to  west,  flows  Eel  river,  acliacent  to  which  were  found 
dense  forests  indicating  a  deep,  rich  soil.'*  Springs  bubbled  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  which,  with  the  natural  drainage  of  the 
land,  were  among  the  many  inducements  that  lured  the  pioneer  to 
locate  his  home  in  what  is  now  the  garden  spot  of  Miami.  But 
what  excited  the  admiration  of  the  emigrant,  as  much  as  any 
of  tiiese  things,  was  the  profusion  of  game  which  every  where 
abounded,  and  included  beasts  of  nearly  every  American  kind« 
Deer,  moving  in  small  companies  or  herding  together  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  or  more,  thronged  the  woods,  while  an  occasional  bear 
and  wolves  in  large  numbers,  were  also  found,  adding  piquancy  to 
the  mingled  duty  and  pleasure  of  the  hunt.  Turkeys,  foxes,  and 
those  woodland  friends  of  man,  the  squirrel  and  raccoon,  were 
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hardly  deemed  worthy  the  ammunition  and  trouble  to  kill  them, 
while  the  streams  swarmed  with  water  fowl  and  the  choicest  varie- 
ties of  the  finny  tribe,  which  served  to  vary  the  pioneer's  bill  of  fare. 
Into  this  highly  favored  locality  the  older  settlements  sent  forth  an 
■eager  settkment  ready  to  riot  in  its  charms,  and  as  early  as  1830^ 
several  claims  were  located  and  patents  for  the  same  obtained  from 
the  Government. 

On  December  13th  of  the  above  year  one  Samuel  Walkin- 
son,  who  came  to  the  county  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  entered  the 
northeast  quarter  of  the  norUieast  quarter  of  section  6,  township 
27  north,  range  3  east,  and  erected  a  small  cabin  on  the  present 
site  of  Mexico,  tn  wliieh  he  removed  his  family  the  following 
spring.  This,  from  the  most  reliable  information  accessible,  appears 
to  have  been  the  first  setdonent  attonpted  within  the  boundar- 
ies of  Jefferson.  **Mr.  Wilkinson  laid  claim  to  much  land  adjoin- 
ing his  place,  which  he  and  his  sons  subsequently  entered."  "He 
had  seven  sons — Ratliffe,  John,  Jacob,  Jesse,  William,  Simeon 
and  Raalam.  all  of  whom  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  devel- 
opment of  llie  country."  "At  this  time  it  required  almost  an  iron 
constitution,  a  determined  resolution,  supported  by  untiring  energy 
to  grapple  successfully  with  the  many  obstacles  presented,  and 
procure  the  necessaries  of  Ufe  until  a  crop  could  be  raised." 
*'The  Wilkinsons  were  true  types  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  fifty 
years  ago,  and  so  well  did  the^'  play  their  parts  that  otiiers,  stimu- 
uited  by  their  example,  were  mduced  later  in  the  year  to  take  up 
their  abode  in  the  wild  woods  of  Jefferson."  They  were  Wood 
Beard,  who  located  near  the  central  part  of  the  township,  and  Abra- 
ham Beard,  who  laid  claim  to  the  land  owned  at  this  time  by  J.  T. 
Hood.  Contemporaneous  with  the  above  were  William  Smith,  who 
took  a  claim  near  the  present  site  of  Mexico;  John  Smith,  who 
made  some  improvemoits  on  what  is  known  as  tfie  Leonard  form, 
not  far  from  the  village,  and  Thomas  Smith,  who  setded  in  the 
same  localitv.  William  Conner  moved  to  the  country  in  1832,  and 
chose  for  his  home  what  is  known  as  the  Brower  and  Bond  farm, 
about  one  mile  north  of  Me.xico.  Mr.  Conner  was  a  natural-born 
hunter,  and  spent  his  early  years  in  quest  of  such  game  as  the 
region  afforded,  resorting  to  fonning  only  when  the  wild  animals 
disappeared  from  tlie  country.  Others  who  made  settlements  as 
early  as  1832  and '33  were  Alexander  Jameson,  on  the  Harter  farm, 
about  one-half  mile  northeast  of  -Mexico;  William  Bain,  about  one 
mile  east  of  the  village  on  Eel  River ;  Isaac  Hicks,  on  the  river  two 
miles  southwest  of  the  town;  Eli  Cook  on  the  Matthews  farm,  and 
Samuel  Newman,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  the  township. 

Among  the  arrivals  of  1834  was  Thomas  Harmon,  who  settled 
on  the  Graft  farm,  about  one  mile  west  of  Mexico,  where  he  opened 
and  operated  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  the  township.  William 
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Eidson  settled  near  the  western  boundary  the  same  year,  t'liteHn^ 
and  obtaining  a  patent  for  a  tract  ol  land  lying  in  section  35,  28 
north,  3  east  Hanulton  Duff  settled  on  Eel  river  one  mOe  and  a 
quarter  above  Mexico,  some  time  in  1834,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
manufacturars  of  the  township,  operating  a  water-mill  within  a  short 
time  after  comin^r  to  the  country.  About  this  time  Charles  Murden 
moved  to  the  township,  and  settled  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
northeast  of  Mexico.  He  came  here  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
making  the  journejr  in  a  two-horse  wagon,  and  was  on  the  road 
from  May  28  till  July  5.  He  reached  nis  home  in  this  township 
September  of  the  above  year,  and  for  thr  first  two  months  and  a 
half  hved  in  a  small  tent,  building  a  rude  cabin  and  clearinf;  a  patch 
of  ground  in  the  meantime.  His  sons — Matthew,  Imri,  Timothy, 
Henry  and  Thomas  all  became  prominent  citizens  of  tiie  township. 

Anothor  settler  of  1834  was  Burrell  Daniels,  who  located  on  the 
north  bank  of  Eel  River,  on  what  is  now  the  Denison  farm  where 
he  built  the  first  mill  in  the  township  shortly  after  his  arrival.  Wil- 
liam Daniels  entered  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  5,  Township 
27,  Range  4  East,  in  1830,  and  became  a  permanent  resident  a  few 
years  later.  Adrian  Wynkoop  settled  on  the  Joseph  Fisher  farm, 
two  miles  west  of  Mexico,  as  early  as  1834,  and  the  same  j-ear  John 
RatlifF  entered  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  in  Section  20,  near  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  township.  Peter  Fisher  purchased  from 
the  government  in  1834  a  tract  of  land  in  Section  30,  now  owned  by 
his  son,  Jacob  Fisher.  After  receiving  his  land  Mr.  Fisher  went 
back  to  Ohio  for  his  family,  and  the  follow  ing  year  returned  to  his 
new  home  in  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of 
his  davs,  dvinpf  quite  recently  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  the  township,  and  always  manifested  a  deep  inter- 
est in  every  movemeht  tending  to  advance  its  welihre.  His  sons, 
Is^ac,  Joseph,  Aaron,  Noah,  Jacob  and  George  Fisher,  are  among 
the  most  prominent  and  public  sj^iritedcitiaens  of  the  county  at  this 
time.  Joseph  Clvmers  settled  about  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
Mexico,  as  earlv  as  18  v^,  and  was  joined  a  little  later  by  John  and 
Levi  CI3  nier,  who  made  unprovements  near  the  central  part  of  the 
township.  Among  others  who  came  to  the  township  prior  to  1S35, 
were  William  Leach,  who  settled  about  two  miles  northeast  of 
Mexico;  Elijah  Cox,  near  the  Denison  farm,  and  Charles  Lowe,  on 
the  Kunse  farm.  David  X'inned^je  entered  the  east  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  31,  in  1830,  and  afterwards  became  a 
resident  of  the  township.  Thomas  McGinnis,  in  1833,  obtained  a 
patoit  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Section  28,  and  early  became  a  setUer. 
Nathaniel  Leonard  came  early  in  1835,  and  purchased  land  two 
miles  northwest  of  Mexico.  Asa  Leonard  moved  about  the  same 
time,  and  entered  land  in  Section  33,  a  short  distance  fn  in  the  Rich- 
land Tonship  line.    Reed  Leonard  settled  in  the  same  locality  as 
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early  as  1836,  as  did  also  Daniel  AUbaugh,  of  v  lioni  the  latter 
obtaincd  a  patent  of  Section  28,  in  1834.  The  following  settlers 
moved  to  the  township  in  an  early  day  and  bore  an  active  part  in 
the  subjugation  of  the  wilderaess:  Elder  Jacob  Brown,  pioneer 
minister  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  near  Mexico;  John  Brower, 
two  miles  northeast  of  Mexico;  Abraham  Louman,  near  the  Cass 
Count\-  line:  Henry  Brower,  near  Mexico;  Jereniiah  Manson,  south- 
east t)t  ilu'  villatjfo,  in  Section  5;  John  Shadinj^cr,  cast  of  Mexico,  in 
Section  33;  iienr^  iiowe,  a  short  distance  northeast  of  the  town; 
Thomas  and  David  Walling,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township, 
in  Section  6;  Jacob  Hoover,  Section  11;  Isaac  Newman,  near  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  township,  where  he  still  lives;  Joseph  Hol- 
man,  on  Eel  river,  northeast  of  Mexico;  Jesse  arid  I'^aac  Bond,  near 
Eel  river,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  township,  where  they  still 
live;  William  Gallagher,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  township; 
Hiram  Butler,  in  Section  20;  Jesse  S.  Williams,  Section  32;  Abra- 
ham Branaman,  in  southwest  part  of  the  township;  Bernard  Van 
Doni,  Section  34,  Michael  Fouts,  Section  3,  Township  27,  Range 
4  East;  John  M.  Keeti.  Section  7:  Isaac  Stewart  and  Jonas  Wolfe, 
Section  10:  James  B.  Savers,  Section  37,  Township  28,  Ranifc  4, 
East;  James  Marsh,  Section  4,  Township  27,  Range  4,  Lusi, 
Stephen  Marsh,  Section  9,  in  southwest  comer  of  the  township; 
James  Cook,  southwestem  part  of  the  township;  Samuel  Brown, 
Israel  T.  Canby,  John  Long,  William  Burnett,  Samuel  Edwards, 
Jacob  Kress,  Williani  Collett,  Francis  Edwards  and  Samuel  Ander- 
son, who  located  iti  \  arious  parts  of  the  township. 

Pioneer  Life, — Many  were  the  hardships  endured  by  the  pio- 
neers in  dearing  away  the  forests  and  fitting  the  land  for  cuhiva- 
tion.  When  first  seen  by  white  men,  this  part  of  the  country-  was 
the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians  who  moved  at  will  through  the 
dense  forests  in  search  of  game.  Thev  offered  no  violence  to  the 
earh  settlers,  man\-  of  whom  li\  ed  upon  terms  of  intimate  friend- 
ship with  their  savage  neighbors.  Life  in  the  backwoods  is  about 
the  same  under  all  circumstances,  and  it  is  not  the  object  of  these 
pa|^s  to  give  in  detul  an  account  of  the  manners  and  customs  of 
men  who  bore  so  gallant  a  part  in  la}Tng  the  foundation  of  our  pres- 
ent advanced  and  intelligent  communitv.  The  earlier  settlers  gen- 
erallv  brought  their  families  with  them,  and  until  a  cabin  could  be 
erected,  the  entire  family  would  either  Hve  in  the  wagon,  tent,  or 
hastily  constructed  habitation  made  out  of  poles  and  bark.  Later 
as  cabins  were  more  frequently  found  in  the  country,  the  emigrant 
manifested  no  hesitation  in  breaking  up  his  home  in  a  distant  State, 
and  with  his  familv  and  fe\N  household  goods  on  pack  animals  or 
wagons,  start  out  for  a  new  home,  inthienced  and  guided  soli  ly  by 
rumors  and  picked  up  information  on  the  road.  Deciding  upon  a 
locality  for  his  future  home,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  securing  tern- 
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porary  shelter  for  his  family  in  some  cabin  already  well  filled  by  its 
owner,  but  which  the  simplicitx  of  early  manners  and  an  unstinted 
hospitality  rendered  elastic   enough  to  comfortably  entertain  the 
welcome  addition  to  llie  community.   A  new  arrival  of  this  nature 
was  heralded  with  a  cordial  welcome  for  miles  around,  and  a  neigh- 
borhood which  scarcely  knew  limits,  hastened  to  lend  its  friendly 
offices  in  rearing  a  cabin.    A  day  was  appointed,  and  no  invitation 
was  needed  to  draw  to»^ether  a  company  of  \n  illing,  capable  hands. 
To  assist  in  raising  a  cabin  for  a  new  family  was  a  duty  which  tlie 
unwritten  law  of  the  community  imperatively  laid  upon  evei^' 
able  bodied  man,  and  to  know  of  the  occasion  was  a  sufficient  invi- 
vation.    On  gathering,  one  party  w  as  told  off  as  choppers,  whose 
business  it  was  to  fi  ll  the  trees  and  cut  the  logs  of  proper  dimen- 
sions.   A  man  and  team  brought  these  logs  to  the  site  of  the  pro- 
posed building,  others  assorted,  "saddled"  and  otherwise  prepared 
the  logs  to  form  the  structure  which  was  finished  in  one  day  and 
occupied  on  the  next.   It  was  not  infrequently  the  case  that  the 
necessity  of  preparing  the  ground  for  the  first  crop  obliged  the  set- 
tliT  to  forego  the  floor,  and  even  a  permanent  roof,  until  the  planted 
crop  granti'd  the  opportunitv.    In  its  best  estate,  it  was  a  rude,  though 
not  uncomfortable  structure.    A  puncheon  iloor  below  and  a  clap- 
board roof  above,  a  small  window,  with  greased  paper  in  lieu  of 
glass,  and  a  chimney  carried  up  with  "csX  and  day'*  to  the  heighth 
of  the  ridge  pole.    The  interior  of  the  cabin  was  in  harmony  with 
the  rude  simplicity  of  the  outward  construction.  Housekeeping 
conveniences  were  not  yet  contained  and  the  inside  finish  consisted 
solely  of  some  pegs  driven  into  the  wall  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  tew  articles  of  spare  clothing,  and  the  trusty  rifle,  without  which 
no  pioneer's  outfit  was  considered  complete.   **Moving  in''  was  a 
trivial  affair.    The  limited  possessions  of  the  settlers  and  the  more 
restricted  mode  of  earlv  transportation  compelled  the  emigrant  to 
bring  onlv  such  necessar\'  things  as  the  eoutUrv  did  not  furnish  the 
the  material  for  making.    The  furniture  consisted  of  a  few  articles 
roughly  made  on  the  spot;  a  spit  slab  smoothed  with  an  ax,  and  sup- 
ported by  four  tegs,  did  duty  as  a  table,  three  legged  stools  or  Jong 
benches  of  the  same  material,  supplied  the  place  of  chairs,  a  log 
trough  cradled  the  babv,  while  the  bed,  if  raised  from  the  floor 
restec]  upon  a  one-legged  fixture  in  the  corner  of  the  cabin.     A  sim- 
ihu-  ingenuity  provided  kilclien  and  table  utensils  wliich  consisted 
principally  of  articled  turned  or  **coopered"  out  of  wood.  These 
included  trays,  bowls,  spoons,  ladles,  besides  the  larger  vessels, 
such  as  buckets,  churns,  tubs,  &c.    A  kettle  and  frying  pan  or  Dutch 
oven,  were  frequently  the  only  metal  articles  used  in  the  cabin.  A 
tin  cup  was  an  article  of  delicate  luxurv,  almost  as  rare  as  knives 
and  forks,  few  of  which  were  found  in  tlie  household  outfit.    In  this 
day  of  diversified  industry,  when  one  labor  saving  inventimi  crowds. 
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another  off  the  stage  in  rapid  success  ion,  one  can  scarcelv  compre-  ♦ 
hend  the  patient,  perscverini'  efforts  required  of  the  pioneer  house- 
wife, even  for  the  successful  disdiarge  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
.  calnn.  She  was  both  mistress  and  servant,  matron  and  nurse  niaid»  * 
housekeeper  and  charwoman,  dairy  maid  and  cook.  Neatness  was 
not  the  less  demanded  of  her  than  the  modern  housewife  and  her 
split  broom  and  scrub  brmh  found  ample  service  in  keeping  iloor 
and  furniture  dean  and  white. 

Food  was  abundant  and  wholesome,  but  like  ever3;thing  else 
the  pioneer  possessed,  it  was  to  be  derived  only  from  the  crude, 
natural  product.  The  richest  milk,  ihv  chc^iccsl  butter  and  the 
finest  meats  with  wild  fruits,  nuts  and  honey  were  to  be  had  for  the 
trouble  of  taking  them  from  natures  bountiful  hand.  Bread  was 
most  difficult  to  obtain  and  its  scarcity  was  often  a  great  ])rivation. 
At  such  a  time  the  com  pone  was  esteemed  a  great  luxury  but  this 
would  at  leniftii  pall  on  the  taste  and  the  eater  would  yearn  for  the 
neat  and  "abounding;  wheat  trays"  of  his  earlier  home.  Tlie  labor 
involved  in  procuring  the  necessaries  of  life  was  not  unequally 
divided  between  the  sexes.  The  men  hunted  and  brought  in  the 
meat;  they  planted  and  gathered  the  com,  while  grating  it  or  pound- 
ing into  hominy  in  the  mortar  was  the  joint  work  of  both.  But  with 
these  offices  women's  work  was  scarcely  begun.  Custom  and 
necessity  united  to  lay  upon  her  the  duty  of  providing  for  every 
household  need  the  rude  agriculture  of  the  period  did  not  supply, 
and  in  all  the  multifarious  activities  which  engaged  her  skill  and 
energy,  she  labored,  unaided  by  labor-saving  machinery.  And  so 
she  milked  the  cows  in  all  weather,  churned  the  btitter  and  pressed 
the  cheese,  carried  the  tubs  to  the  spring,  or  cauglil  the  rain-water 
for  the  weekly  washing  from  the  eaves  in  troughs  or  barrels,  made 
her  own  soap,  washed,  picked,  carded  and  dyed  the  wool;  pulled, 
broke,  hatcheled  and  bleached  the  flax;  Spun  nie  thread  and  wove 
the  cloth; contrived  and.  made  the  garments; reared  her  children, 
and  mu  sed  the  sick,  sympathized  with  the  distressed  and  encour- 
aged the  disheartened  laborer  at  her  side.  In  all  this  and  above  it 
aU  women  was  the  tutelary  saint  of  the  frontier.  The  dress  of  the 
woman  consisted  of  linen  and  Unsey  woolsey  combined.  While 
heavier  homespun  and  not  unfrequently  deerskins  afforded  the 
wearing  apparel  of  the  sterner  sex.  Social  gatheriTigs  were  fre- 
quent and  were  closely  allied  to  useful  occupations :  ineeiiiigs  to 
raise  cabins,  roll  up  logs  in  a  new  clearing,  or  later  for  the  opening 
of  new  roads,  were  occadcms  when  the  men,  after  a  hard  days  work 
would  spend  the  evenings  in  the  rough  sports  of  the  period.  Other 
gatherings  in  which  the  women  took  the  leading  part  were  quilting 
and  spinning  bees,  while  cornhuskings  occasionally  engaged  both 
sexes  and  were  popular  sources  of  rude  but  absorbing  amusement. 
The  use  of  intoxicants  was  in  an  early  day  nearly  universaL   For  a 
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short  time  the  first  settlers  were  abstainers  from  force  of  circum- 
stance. But  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  a  class  of  people  who 
had  been  educated  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  regular  beverage 
would  settle  down  to  total  abstinance  in  a  day  when  public  senti- 
ment was  not  on  that  side  of  the  question.  For  a  friend  to  call  on 
a  neii^hbor  and  tind  the  bottle  empty  occasioned  a  feeling  of  cha- 
grin aiid  gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  of  stinginess  in  the  mind  of  the 
caller.  There  were  some  however,  who  were  exceptions  to  the 
general  nije.  These  were  usually  Methodists  and  members- of  other 
churches,  whose  discipline  required  abstinence.  Honesty  was  a 
characteristic  trait  of  the  pioneer  and  to  lock  a  house  was  a  thing 
never  thought  of  during  the  early  settlement  of  the  country. 
Dancing,  while  a  favorite  amusement,  was  not  a  universal  custom, 
as  many  of  the  settlers  were  piously  opposed  to  this  form  of  pastime 
but  there  were  no  settlements  from  which  it  was  entirely  excluded. 
We  might  go  on  with  a  description  of  the  early  weddings,  the  sing- 
ing school  and  other  occasions  which  broke  the  monotony  of  the 
pioneers  hard  lot,  but  suliicient  has  already  been  said  to  lonx  ince  us 
that  the  settlers  enjoyed  their  wild,  free  life,  as  mucli  as  we  who 
live  surrounded  by  sdl  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  civiUzation 
do  ours. 

/ndusirics — To  Burrel  L.  Daniels  is  due  the  honor  of  erect- 
ing the  fust  mill  in  Jefferson  Township.  As  already  stated  he 
came  to  the  county  in  1834,  and  the  .same  year,  or  early  in 
1835,  began  building  a  httle  corncracker  on  Eel  river,  on  the 
spot  where  the  Dennison  mill  now  stands.  His  mill  was  com- 
pleted in  due  time  and  the  early  settlers  throughout  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  patronized  it  quite  extremely  until  larger  and 
better  mills  were  erected  elsewhere.  Mr.  Daniels  subsequently 
attached  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  in  which 
branch  of  industry  he  was  quite  successful,  supplying  nearly  all 
the  building  material  for 'the  early  Eel  river  settiements.  The 
present  large  flouring  mill  occupying  the  site  of  the  original 
structure  was  built  a  number  of  years  ago  by  E.  A.  Denison. 
It  is  a  frame  building  supplied  with  good  machinery  and  at  one 
time  did  a  successful  business.  It  is  still  in  operation,  though 
not  so  extensively  as  formerly. 

John  Rattiff,  in  1835,  biult  a  small  water  mill  on  Eel  river 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  above  Mexico,  and  operated  it  with 
fair  success  for  several  years.  It  was  subsequently  purchased 
by  Isaac  Marquis,  who  in  turn  sold  to  John  G.  McAIurray,  of 
New  York,  and  he  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cole.  Cole  rebuilt 
the  mill  and  it  did  a  good  business  until  the  destruction  of  the 
building  by  a  freshet  about  the  year  1866.  The  last  owner  was 
Charles  Stowman.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Wagoner  built  a  saw 
mill  about  one  mile  south  o£  Mexico  in  an  early  day,  and,  after 
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manufacturing  lumber  for  some  time,  sf)](l  to  other  parties  who 
ijubsequently  converted  it  into  a  mill  for  tiie  grinding  of  ^nain. 
Joseph  Strouse  operated  it  for  some  years,  but  at  this  time  the 
machinery  is  standing  idle.  The  present  owner  is  Mr.  Shirk,  of 
Peru.  Tiie  large  frame  flouring  mill  on  Eel  river,  nearly  oppo- 
site Mexico,  was  built  as  early  as  1846  or  ^47  by  the  Wilkinsons, 
who,  after  runnin<r  it  some  years,  sold  to  B.  L.  Daniels.  Mr. 
Daniels  established  a  lucrative  business  and  for  a  number  of 
years  the  mill  was  considered  one  of  the  best  on  the  river.  It 
has  passed  through  the  hands  of  various  parties  and  at  this  time 
is  owned  and  operated  by  Edwards  &  Son,  who  have  thor- 
oughly remodeled  it,  supplying  it  with  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  flour  hy  the  roller  process.  The  Messrs.  Edwards 
are  doing  a  prosperous  business,  and  their  brand  of  flour  has 
akeady  acquired  a  reputation  for  superior  quality. 

The  null  on  Eel  river  opposite  die  Denison  mill  was  erected 
some  time  prior  to  1850  by  Elijah  Cox.  It  has  been  operated 
by  different  parties  and  is  now  run  by  Jacob  Erb,  who  does  a 
fair  local  business.  A  carding  machine  was  built  in  an  early 
day  on  the  Stowiiian  place  above  Mexico,  but  it  did  not  prove 
a  remunerative  in\'estment.  It  was  in  operation  about  two  years. 
An  early  industry  in  the  western  part  of  the  township  \N'as  a 
tannery  operated  hy  Jacob  Brower,  who  made  a  superior  quality 
of  leather,  whidi  found  ready  sale  in  Peru  and  other  cities. 
The  enterprise  was  subsequently  purchased  by  Noah  Brower, 
who  operated  it  with  good  success  for  several  years.  John 
Slaybaugh  was  proprietor  at  one  time,  as  was  also  George 
dinger,  who  did  the  last  business  with  it  in  1856. 

Religion  in  Jefferson, — ^It  is  a  creditable  feature  of  the  early 
society  of  this  township  that,  surrounded  by  the  discouragements  of 
poverty,  lack  of  facilities  and  preachers,  the  people  should  have 
made  such  early  efforts  to  secure  the  benefits  of  religious  instruction. 
The  pioneer  minister  was  an  important  element  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Jefferson,  and  his  meetings  proved  the  nightly  agency  in 
effectually  checking  much  of  the  prevalent  evils  of  that  period. 
The  lack  of  preachers,  as  well  as  of  commodious  buildings,  led  to 
frequent  out-door  meetings.  To  these  a  preacher  who  touched 
the  popular  chord  would  draw  large  numbers,  who  gathered  at  the 
appointed  time  from  miles  around.  In  inclement  weather  the  cabins 
of  the  settlers  would  be  thrown  open  and  widiin  the  walls  of 
many  of  these  humble  habitations  were  early  heard  the  stirring 
appeal  to  repentance,  which  for  real  eloquence  is  scarcely  to  be 
surpassed  by  the  polished  pulpit  oratory  of  more  modem  days. 
Several  sects  found  the  freedom  of  the  newlv-settled  region  con- 
|{enial  to  the  propagation  of  their  faith,  and  each  was  represented 
in  the  creeds  of  the  first  settlers.   Of  these  the  Methodists  were 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


668 


HISTORY  OP  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


perh.ips  the  Hrst  to  plant  their  organization  here.  As  earlv  as  1833 
traveling  ministers  of  that  denomination  visited  the  sparse  settler 
ment,  and  held  Divine  worship  at  the  cabin  of  William  Smith.  These 
meetings  were  held  at  regular  intervals  for  several  years,  and  finally 
crystalized  into  the  organization  of  the  Mexico  class,  of  which  a 
full  history  will  be  found  in  the  sketcli  of  that  village.  The  next 
denomination  to  gain  a  sure  footing  was  the  Christian  Churchy 
which  was  early  represented  by  Elder  Abraham  Sneethen,  a  man 
widely  and  fovorably  known  throughout  the  counties  of  Northern 
Indiana  for  his  untiring  industry-  and  great  piety.  He  began  visiting' 
the  earlv  si'ttlenit-nts  on  Eel  river  about  1H37,  and  one  \  ear  later 
succeeded  in  organizing  a  society  of  about  nine  persons  w  ho  agreed 
to  be  known  only  by  the  name  of  Christian,  and  to  have  no  other 
creed  save  the  Soriptures  of  Divine  Truth. 

£el  River  Christian  Church. — From  a  small  beginning  has 
since  grown  one  of  the  largest  and  most  aggressive  congregaticms  m 
the  countv  known  as  the  Eel  River  Christian  Church,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  brief  sketch:  The  members  composing  the  original 
congregation  were  Richard  Cox  and  wife,  William  Gallahan  and 
wife,  Thomas  Skinner  and  wife,  Elijah  Cox,  Mrs.  Jane  Reed  and 
Mrs.  Abr:i]Kiin  Branaman.  Among  those  who  identified  themselves- 
with  the  church  a  little  later  were  William  Pearson,  Nicholas  Myers 
and  wife,  Henry  Myers  and  wife,  and  Abraham  Branaman.  Meet- 
ings were  held  at  the  residence  of  William  Gallahan  until  the  fall  of 
1843,  at  which  time  a  neat  frame  house  of  worship,  costing  the  sum 
of  $600,  was  built  on  the  land  of  Elijah  Co.x,  near  Eel  River,  in  the 
south-east  quarter  of  Section  2.  T<l\^  r1ship  27  North,  Range  %  East. 
The  building  w  as  formally  dedicated  the  latter  part  of  the  above 
year,  and  was  used  for  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years.  The  society 
increased  in  numbers  quite  rapidly  and  within  a  few  years  the 
majori^  of  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  were  enrolled  among  it» 
members.  Revivals  were  frequently  held  on  successive  days  and 
nights,  and  the  amount  of  good  accomplished  in  the  neighborhood 
.thereby  is  beyond  human  computation  and  calculation.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  nearly  correct  list  of  those  who  have  sustained  the  pastoral 
rektion  to  the  church  since  its  organization,  viz:  Abraham  Snee- 
then,  Isom  Adkins,  Thomas  Whitman,  Leonard  Shoemaker,  Joel 
Thomas.  Joseph  Roberts.  John  Hicks,  William  W.  Winegardner, 
John  S.  Winters,  James  Atchison.  K.  K.  West  and  C.  V.  Strick- 
land. The  membership  at  this  lime  is  about  ninety,  and  the  society 
is  reported  in  prosperous  condition.  The  present  brick  temple  of 
worship  was  erected  in  1882  and  represents  a  capital  of  $2,800.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  church  edifices  in  the  county,'  and  reflects  great 
credit  upon  the  congregation  and  comnmnity. 

yV/r  J)inikarJs,  or  German  Baptists. — Were  well  represented 
in  the  early  setdement  of  the  township  and  an  organization  of 
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that  order  was  brou<^lu  about  in  1837  and  '38  (see  sketch  of 
Mexico V  Aside  from  the  church  in  Mexico  there  are  two  other 
societies  in  the  township,  one  of  them  bein^  the  "old  order"  of 
Dunkards,  the  other,  an  off-shoot  from  the  Mexico  congregation^ 
has  a*  large  membership  and  a  commodioiia  house  of  worship 
near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  township.  The  other  religious 
societies  of  Jefferson  will  be  appropriately  mentioned*  in  the 
history  of  Mexico  and  Denver. 

Early  Events — The  first  death  in  the  township  was  that  of 
Solomon  Wilkinson,  which  occurred  in  1832.  His  was  the  tirst 
burial  m  the  cemetery  at  Mexico.  Others  buried  there  in  an 
early  day  were  members  of  the  Wilkinson  fomily  and  Mrs.  Solomon 
Wilkinson.  A  small  cemetery  on  the  Walling  farm  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  township  was  consecrated  to  the  burial  of 
the  dead  as  t'arl\-  as  1836  and  within  its  narrow  precincts  were 
laid  to  rest  many  years  ago,  the  bodies  of  Mrs.  Burrel  Daniels 
and  Mrs.  Bums.  It  was  abandoned  as  a  burying  ground  many 
years  ago  and  at  this  time  the  old  graves  are  scarcely  distinguish- 
able from  the  ground  immediately  surrounding.  The  Eel  River 
graveyard,  at  the  Eel  River  Chapel  was  laid  aside  for  burial 
purposes  as  lontr  ago  as  1838  or  '39,  but  the  names  of  the  first 
persons  interred  therein  were  not  learned. 

Among  the  earliest  marriages  in  the  township  were  those 
of  Jesse  Wilkinson  to  Sallie  Jameson  and  WiUiam  Wilkinson  to 
Mary  Jameson,  both  solemnizad  at  the  same  time,  in  1835.  The 
following  couples  were  early  united  in  the  holv  bonds  of  wed- 
lock, to-wit:  Hamilton  Duff  and  Rhoda  Jameson,  Thomas  Jam- 
eson and  Maggie  Jameson,  Imri  Murden  and  Rebeccii  Woolpert,. 
Annie  Woolpert  and  Nannie  Murden,  Abel  Howes  and  Martha 
Murden.  One  of  the  first  births  in  the  township  was  that  of  a 
child  of  Jesse  and  Sallie  Wilkinson,  bom  about  the  year  1836 
or  '37. 

Jefferson  Township  was  or^^anized  as  a  separate  jinnsdiction 
in  1834.  "The  same  year  an  election  was  held  at  the  cabin  of 
A.  Leonard  near  Mexico.**  **Mr.  Leonard  was  chosen  first  Justice 
of  the  Peace.**   **The  names  of  the  other  township  officers  are  at 

present  unknown." 

Mexico — The  beautiful  little  town  of  Mexico  is  situated  on 
the  west  bank  of  Eel  n^•er,  near  the  ideographical  center  of  the 
township,  and  is  one  ol  the  oldest  \  illages  in  the  county — its 
history  proper  dating  from  the  year  1834.  The  town  site,  over- 
looking the  fertile  Eel  river  valley  on  the  east,  is  one  of  the 
•most  beautiful  and  romantic  spots  in  Miami  Count}',  while  the 
countrv  Iving  immediately  back  of  the  village  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  favored  and  best  improved  parts  of  Northern  Indiana. 
We  have  been  moderately  curious  to  ascertain  the  motives  which 
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lead  to  the  f<nindin^  of  the  town,  and  after  sonii'  iin  estigaiion 
learn  ihaL  il  was  laid  out  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  trading 
point  for  the  early  settlements  along  Eel  river.  A  spirit  of 
speculation  undoubtedly  had  something  to  do  in  the  matter,  as 
the  favorable  location  of  the  villa^^e  in  the  midst  of  the  oldest 
settlements  in  the  county,  promised  much  for  its  future  welfare. 
The  proprietors  of  the  town  were  John  B.  and  S.  Wilkinson, 
who  had  previously  purchased  the  land  and  several  adjacent 
tracts  from  the  Government.  The  original  plat,  consisting  of 
twenty  blocks  and  one  hundred  and  twent^'-six  lots,  was  surveyed 
and  recorded  in  August,  1834,  at  which  time  there  were  but 
one  or  two  cabins  on  the  town  site.  The  first  store  was  opened 
by  D.  R.  Bearss  and  a  Mr.  Ewing,  who  established  a  trading 
post  a  short  time  after  the  survey  of  the  village.  Alexander 
Wilson  was  connected  with  the  store  for  some  time,  and  the  firm 
is  said  to  ha\  e  done  a  very  prosperous  business  during  the  early 
days  of  the  county. 

Asa  Leonard  built  a  two-story  hewed-iog  building  on  the 
comer  where  Dr.  Coe*s  office  now' stands,  and  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  trade  as  early  perhaps  as  1835.  He  sold  goods  for 
ji  short  time,  closing  out  the  following  year.  His  building  stood 
until  about  the  year  1853.  Washington  Osborne  was  an  early 
merchant,  as  was  also  John  Griswold,  the  latter  of  whom  carried 
on  a  general  store  on  Main  street  until  about  the  year  1852. 
Noah  Sinks  sold  goods  during  the  early  days  of  the  village,  and 
was  in  business  about  two  years.  John  Hartpence  kept  a  gen- 
eral store  in  the  Alexander  Wilson  building  for  a  number  of 
3'ears,  and  about  1853  the  hrm  of  Train,  Mason  &  Spencer 
•opened  a  general  goods  business,  whicii  they  continued  until  1855 
or  '56. 

The  following  business  men  and  firms  were  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  trade  at  different  times,  to-wit:  C.  B.  Thompson  & 
Bro.,  Griswold  &  Son,  G.  W.  Train,  successor  to  Mason  & 
Spencer;  Banks  &  Wilkinson,  Ballou  &  Skinner,  James  L.  Wil- 
son, Wesley  Wilson,  later  Homan  &  Wilson,  who  carried  on  a 
very  successful  business  until  1882;  J.  C.  Faris  &  Sons,  Arthur 
Bond,  Dr.  Banks,  Willard  Griswold,  James  M.  MoBon,  Henry 
Graft  and  others. 

Amon^r  the  earUest  residi-nts  of  the  town  was  one  Samuel 
Brown,  who  built  and  operated  a  tailor  shop  where  the  Nelson 
^  Homan  business  house  now  stands,  as  long  ago  as  1836.  The 
first  hotel,  the  River  House,  was  built  and  opened  by  Jacob 
Wilkinson,  many  years  ago.  It  earlv  became  a  favorite  stop- 
ping place,  and  w  as  kept  by  different  parties,  among  whom  was 
H.  W.  Mason,  a  very  popular  landlord.  The  house  is  still  stand- 
ing, owned  at  this  time  by  John  Benner.   The  early  mechanics 
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of  the  village  were  Janu's  Mason  and  a  Mr.  Leslie,  blacksmiths, 
Mr.  Reel,  cabinet  maker  and  wheel  wright,  and  Frank  Edwards, 
manufacturer  of  fanning  mills.  The  latter  business  was  subse- 
quently carried  on  by  P.  S.  Kennedy,  who  run  a  shop  for  about 
five  years,  making  during  that  period,  over  a  thousand  mills. 
Amon<f  the  early  industries  of  the  town  was  a  tannery,  operated 
by  Joseph  Oldham,  and  an  ashery  established  by  John  Griswold 
about  tiie  year  1845.  Mr.  Griswold  did  a  successnil  budness  for 
about  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Oldham  who  subsequently  started  the  tanner}'.  The  first  physi- 
cians of  Mexico  and  vicinity,  were  Drs.  Brown  and  Reasoncr. 
Others  were  Drs.  Rose,  Herriman,  Thompson,  John  Constant, 
£.  N.  Banks.  A.  D.  Coe,  who  came  in  1856,  and  are  still  in 
active  practice.  Isaac  Walker,  Dr.  Davis,  Dr.  Rowdabusht 
Marion  Constant,  John  Allbaugh,  WiUiam  Mendenhall,  James 
McKee  and  James  Armstronff. 

Addittofi!^  to  (he  TozL'H.  For  the  first  eighteen  or  twenty 
years  of  its  history,  Me.vico  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  the  leading 
business  place  in  the  county,  outride  of  Peru.  Its  growtii,  while 
not  rapid,  was  substantial,  and  as  early  as  1850  all  the  lots  in- 
cluded in  the  original  plat  were  improved.  The  projection  of  a 
railroad  through  the  county,  early  in  the  fifties,  attracted  consid- 
erable interest,  and  in  August.  1854,  ^  railroad  addition  of  forty- 
five  lots  was  surveyed  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  purchasers. 
This  road  was  not  built,  however,  and  the  reaction  caused  thereby 
had  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  town.  Two  additions  have 
been  made  since  that  time,  viz:  Benjamin  Graft's  addition  of  21 
lots,  in  April  1873,  and  R.  Bond's  addition  of  20  lots,  in  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year. 

Mexico  Mtmufacturing  Company^  was  incorporated  May  2, 
z87^>  &  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The  first  officers  of  the  com- 
pany were  Daniel  Griswold,  President;  C.  H.  Kline,  Secretary:  J. 
L.  Wilson.  Treasurer,  and  the  same  gentlemen,  with  Benjamin  Graft 
and  Joseph  Brewer,  Directors.  The  company  was  organized  for  the 
manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  plain  and  fancy  furniture,  including 
school  and  church  furniture  and  fine  fixtures  for  banks,  etc.  The 
company  has  been  represented  on  the  road  by  competent  salesmen, 
and  the  business  amounts  to  somethinf^^  over  $12,000  yearly.  A 
i^ood  building,  supplied  with  the  tinest  modern  machiiK  i  \ ,  stands  on 
Eel  river,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  to  operate  wliicii  a  force 
of  twenty-five  skiUed  mechanics  is  re4|uired.  The  buriness,  while 
not  80  prosperous  as  formerly,  is  still  quite  remunerative,  and  the 
establishment  is  destined  to  remain  the  leading  industry  of  Mexico. 
The  following  were  the  officers  for  1886:  C.  H.  Kline,  President; 
Daniel  Griswold,  Secretary;  V.  C.  Homan,  Treasurer;  Benjamin 
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Graft,  V.  C.  Homan,  C.  H.  Kline,  Daniel  Griswold  and  Amos 
Gipe,  Directors. 

Present  Business  Register, — ^Mexico  at  this  time  is  represented 

by  the  following  exhibit  of  business:  Elias  Olint^cr,  general  store; 
Lantz  &  Duncan,  general  stock  ;  C.  H.  Kline,  hardware;  Samuel 
Ridenour,  drugs;  T.  H.  Ireland,  dru^s;  George  Griswold,  confec- 
tionery and  restaurant;  A.  D.  Coe  and  James  Armstrong,  physicians 
and  surgeons;  Elisha  Lawrence  and  Joseph  Lester,  blacksmiths; 
James  Stratton,  George  Coil  and  Samuel  Jones,  carpenters;  Amos 
Mobley  and  David  Fiske,  wagoi^  tn;ikc  is;  WiUiam  Jenkings  and 
Enoch  Smith,  shoe-makers:  L.  P.  Rood,  harness-maker;  Miller, 
Stafford  &  Co.,  saw-mill  and  lumber  business;  Edward  &  Son,  Hour- 
ing  mill;  Daniel  Griswold,  railroad  agent  and  grain  buyer;  B.  D. 
Jacobs,  proprietor  of  the  Central  Hotel;  WiUiam  Dillman,  Postmas- 
ter,  and  Frank  Tracy^  barber. 

Lodges. — ^Mexico  Lodge,  No.  347,  F.  ft  A.  M.,  was  organized 
a  number  of  years  ago,  and  is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The 
oliiccrs  at  the  present  time  are  A.  D.  Coe,  W.  M.;  Hars  ey  Pearson, 
S.  W.;  Oliver  Armantrout,  J.  W.;  C.  H.  Kline,  Secretary;  Daniel 
GriswokU  Treasurer;  Chas.  Skinner,  S.  D.;  Edward  Black,  J.  D.; 
James  Merrick,  Tyler.  The  hall  in  which  the  lodge  was  erected  in 
1880,  and  with  other  property  owned  by  the  organization,  re[M%- 
sents  a  value  of  $1,200.  The  Iodide  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  reason- 
able degree  of  prosperiry,  with  a  membership  at  this  time  of  about 
sixty. 

Mexico  Lpd^e,  No.  400 ^  L  O*  O.  was  instituted  July,  1872, 
with  the  foUowmg  charter  members:  George  P.  Kunse,  W.  V. 

Beecher,  W.  D.  Allen,  L.  W.  Hulce  and  R.  R.  Leonard.  Nine 

members  were  initiated  at  the  first  meeting,  and  the  records  show 
the  followint(  elected  upon  this  occasion:  G.  P.  Kunse,  N.  G. ;  W. 
D.  Allen,  V.  G. ;  C.  H.  Kline,  secretary,  and  W.  V.  Beecher,  treas- 
urer. The  present  officers  are  J.  L.  Clouse,  N.  G. ;  O.  P.  Cotterman, 
V.  G. ;  L.  P.  Road,  Rec.  Sec ;  C.  H.  Kline,  Permanent  Sec. ;  and  C.  P. 
Ku [IS,  Treasurer.  The  present  membership  is  seventy-two.  The 
lodge  owns  the  hall  in  which  it  mei'ts  and  also  a  good  store  room 
below.  The  buildinri  is  a  line  brick  structure,  erected  in  the  year 
1880  at  a  cost  of  $3,200.  The  hall  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  con- 
venience, being  elegantly  furnished,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  lodge 
rooms  in  the  ^te. 

Mexico  M,  E,  Church. — The  history  of  Methodism  in  Jeffer- 
son Township  dates  from  about  the  year  1835,  at  which  time  Rey. 
John  A.  Brouse,  a  pioneer  missionary,  visited  the  early  Eel  River 
settlements  and  preached  wherever  and  whenever  an  opportunity 
presented  itself.  He  was  followed  by  others  whose  names  were 
not  learned,  and  from  the  above  year  until  1838  but  little  is  known 
of  the  progress  of  the  church  in  this  part  of  the  country.   In  the 
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latter  year  Rev.  J.  B.  Mashon  was  the  regular  pastor  on  the  Roches- 
ter circuit,  which  at  that  time  included  a  large  area  of  the  counties 
of  North  Central  Indiana.  He  held  services  Irom  time  to  time  near 
Mexico,  but  it  was  not  until  the  foliowing  year  that  an  organization 

was  attempted.  It  is  not  positively  known  what  minister  brought 
about  the  organization,  but  the  generally  accepted  opinion  seems  to 
be  that  the  real  founder  was  Rev.  Burroughs  Westlake,  the  pastor 
in  charge  of  the  Rochester  circuit  in  1839.  ^  small  class  was 
organized  near  Mexico  tiiat  year,  and  among  the  early  members 
were  the  following:  Nathaniel  Leonard  and  wife,  William  Eidson 
and  wife,  Charles  Murden  and  wife,  Nathan  Raines  and  wife,  Henry 
Howes,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Joseph  Burke  and  wife,  Samuel  Brown  and 
wife,  William  Smith  and  wife,  Thomas  Henry,  Asa  Leonard,  Mat- 
thew, Orpha,  Elizabeth  and  Timothy  Murden.  Meetings  were  first 
held  in  the  houses  of  the  different  members,  and  it  was  not  until 
1844  that  the  society  found  itself  suflSdentiy  able  to  erect  a  house 
of  worship.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  a  substantial  frame  building, 
30,\'40  feet  in  size,  was  erected  in  the  northern  part  of  the  village,  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Rochester  road.  The  completion  of  this  house 
marked  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  society,  and  from  that  time  it 
began  to  rapidly  increase  in  numbers  and  influence.  Among  the 
early  preachers  were  Revs.  Eventus  Dowd,  Ansel  Beech  and  Nel- 
son Green.  Beginning  with  the  year  1843,  the  following  is  a  com- 
plete list  of  pastors  and  assistants  to  the  present  time:  Allen  Skill- 
man,  Paul  Jones,  O.  P.  Bo3  den,  Jacob  Colclazer,  D.  F.  Strite,  Geo. 
Guild,  P.J.  Beswick,  Mr.  Hazen,  Arthur  Badley,  who  was  the  first 
pastor  on  the  Mexico  circuit,  which  was  formed  out  of  the  southern 
part  of  Rochester  circuit  in  1849;  ^*  ^-  Milner,  John  Davis,  Wm. 
Reeder,  J.  C.  Medsker,  Mr.  Carter,  S.  Woolpert,  R.  H.  Calvert,  S. 
P.  Stephens,  J.  C.  White,  H.  J.  Lacy,  R.  Buchanan,  A.  S.  Lakin, 
Lewis  Roberts,  W.  J.  Vigus,  Enoch  Waymire,  W.  J.  Martindale, 
Samuel  Lamb,  under  whose  administration  the  circuit  was  again 
divided,  and  reduced  to  four  points,  to-wit:  Chili,  Mexico,  Bethlehem 
and  Bethel.  This  was  done  in  the  year  1864.  Since  then  the  following 
pastors  have  had  charge  of  the  work,  viz:  Wm.  Comstock,  V.  M.  Bea- 
mer,  John  Birt,  David  Thompson,  P.  Carland,  James  Leonard,  C.  E. 
Disbro,  R.  J.  Parrott,  W.  R.  Jordan,  F.  A.  Robinson,  James 
Johnson,  J.  H.  Ford,  George  Hill,  L  J.  Smith  and  the  present 
incumbent,  G.  B.  Work.  £i  1864  the  present  brick  house  of 
worship  was  erected  and  formall}-  dedicated.  The  building  is 
32x46  feet  in  size,  has  a  comfortable  and  commodious  audience 
room,  and  represents  a  capital  of  $2,200.  The  present  member- 
ship of  the  church  is  about  86.  The  officers  are  Noah  Hoover, 
class  leader;  A.  Moore,  John  Harter,  Noah  Hoover,  W.  V. 
Beecher  and  Vinton  Homan,  trustees.   The  Sunday  School,  under 
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the  supermtendency  of  Thomas  Whitecraft,  is  well  attended  and 
in  a  iiounshing  conditioci. 

German  Baptist  (Dunkard)  Church,  of  Mexico,  is  an  old 

orfjanization,  its  history  dating  as  far  back  as  the  year  1837. 
Quite  a  number  of  the  earl)  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico, 
had  formerly  belonged  to  this  denomination  and  they  did  not 
neglect  their  religious  dut^  after  locating  in  the  new  country. 
Among  the  early  preachers  of  the  faith  in  the  township  were 
I3ders  Jacob  Brower  and  Moss,  who  held  services  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Peter  Fisher,  prior  to  the  date  already  referred  to. 
These  meetings  finally  culminated  in  the  organization  of  a  society, 
among  the  early  members  of  which  were  Peter  Fisher  and 
Mfife,  Nathaniel  Oin^enpeel  .and  wife,  Jacob  Brower  and  wife, 
Henry  Brower  and  wife  and  Salome  Brower.  Within  a  few  years 
after  the  organization,  the  society  had  a  substantial  membership 
and  from  that  time  until  1861,  the  meetings  were  held  at  private 
residences,  barns  and  groves.  In  the  latter  year  the  present 
large  brick  house  of  worship  north  of  Mexico  was  erected  and 
de&ated  to  the  service  of  God  after  the  manner  observed  by  the 
church.  It  is  44x64  feet  in  size  and  will  comfortably  seat  an 
audience  of  500  persons.  The  society  at  this  time  has  an  active 
membership  of  360  and  is  reported  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Tt 
has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  an  untold  amount  of  good  in 
the  community-  and  its  annual  meetings  are  frequently  attende^  by 
thousands  of  persons  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  fonow" 
ing  are  the  names  of  some  of  Uie  preachers  of  the  church,  to>wit: 
Matthew  Moyer,  George  Brower,  William  Moss,  Jr.,  George  Bair, 
Jonathan  Swihnrt,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jacob  Barnhart,  Daniel  Balsbaugh, 
John  Eikenberrv,  vSamuel  Myers,  David  Keifer,  Noah  Fisher, 
Joseph  Brower,  Jacob  Fisher  and  Jacob  Metsker.  The  officers  at 
this  time  are  Isaac  Fisher  and  Jacob  Barnhart,  Elders;  Samud 
Myers,  Noah.  Fisher  and  Joseph  Brower  ministers  of  the  seccmd 
degree.  Robert  Metsker  and  Jacob  Fisher,  ministers  of  the  first 
degree.  The  dt'acons  are,  Noah  Florv,  Benjamin  Fisher,  Zeri 
Baldwin,  John  Earnest,  David  Fetrow,  Henrv  J^alsbaugh,  James 
ilimelick,  Noah  Sullivan,  John  Liar  and  Levi  Eikenberrv. 

Mexico  Baptist  Churchy  was  organized  at  the  rendence  of 
George  Hutchinson,  near  Mexico,  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1861. 
It  is  an  pflfshoot  from  the  Weasaw  Creek  Church,  in  Union 
Township,  and  at  the  date  of  the  organization  was  composed  of 
the  following  members:  John  Shadinger,  Jacob  Wilkinson,  Eliza- 
beth Shadinger,  Rebecca  Strayer,  George  Ulch,  Elizabeth  Ulch, 
David  Sloppy,  William  Cunningham,  A.  W.  Hedges,  Greorge 
Hutchinson,  Henry  Howes,  Mary  Copeland,  Lavina  Wolfe,  Nanc^ 
Burnett,  Jesse  Copeland,  G.  Copeland,  Mary  Wilkinson,  Fanny 
Sloppy,  Eliza  Cunningham,  Sophia  House,  Louis  A.  Shadinger, 
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Na'ncv  E.  Hutchinson,  Cynthia  I  lutcliinson.  Catherine  Sloppy,  Lucy 
L.  Stra\  er.  Tlie  tirst  oliicers  were  Wm.  Cunningham,  clerk ;  George 
I^utchinson,  deacons.  The  Methodist  Church  was  used  for  meet- 
ings until  1863,  at  whidi  time  a  frame  house  of  worship  was  built  in 
the  northwest  part  of  the  town.  It  is  still  in  use  and  with  recent 
repairs  is  quite  a  comfortable  building.  The  following  midsters 
have  exercised  pastoral  control  of  the  society  since  its  organization, 
viz:  J.  M.  MaxAvell,  J.  Barrett,  J.  B.  Allen,  P.  Rowden,  C.  Hall, 
Rev.  Mr.  Smitli,  Madison  Reed,  E.  J.  Delp  and  J.  B.  Bair,  the 
last  named  bein^  the  pastor  in  charge  at  the  present  time.  The 
church  has  a  membership  of  sixty-nine.  The  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows: John  W.  Turnipseed  and  J.  J.  Stafford,  deacons;  J.  J. 
Stafford,  Levi  Fisher  :ind  David  Sloppy,  trustees.  John  W. 
Turnipseed  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  which  has  an 
average  attendance  of  about  seventy  scholars. 

Denver. — The  thriving  town  of  Denver  is  situated  at  the 
junction  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  and  the  Detroit  branch  of  the  Wabash 
railroad,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  distance  four  miles 
from  Mexico,  and  eight  miles  from  Peru.  "  The  original  plat  em- 
braces that  portion  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  21,  Township 
28  North,  Range  4  East,  which  Ues  North  of  the  limits  of  the  Detroit 
railroad,  and  East  of  the  right-of-way  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  railroad, 
and  also  one  tier  of  lots  in  the  Southeast  quarter  of  Section  16." 
'i  lie  town  was  surveyed  August,  1872,  for  Harrison  Grimes,  proprie- 
tor, and  the  plat  as  described  above  consists  of  seven  blocks  and 
sixty-five  lots,  with  the  following  streets:  Chandler,  Emmons,  Pay- 
son,  Bond  and  Harrison,  the  first  four  rurniing  North  and  South  and 
the  last  named  East  and  West.  The  town  was  the  immediate  out- 
growth of  the  Detroit  railroad,  and  the  advantages  of  its  location 
are  such  as  to  indicate  that  it  is  destined  to  become  a  flourishing 
commercial  and  manufacturing  center.  Its  dose  proximity  by  rail 
to  many  of  the  leading  cities  of  Indiana^  and  its  location  in  the  midst 
dt  a  ridi  agricultural  district,  unmistakably  point  to  a  future  of  per- 
manent prosperitv.  As  originally  sur\'eyed  the  town  laid  in  parts 
of  three  townships  Jefferson,  Union  and  Richland,  a  fact  which  led 
to  a  great  deal  o£  mcoin  enience  in  the  matter  of  schools,  etc.,  and 
after  much  importuning  on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  the  County 
Board  subsequently  modified  the  boundaries  of  the  different  town^ 
ships  so  as  to  throw  the  village  entirely  in  Jefferson.  The  advantages 
of  the  railroad  junction  early  attracted  business  to  the  place,  and 
within  a  couple  of  years  after  the  founding  of  the  town,  its  growth 
and  development  was  such  as  to  astonish  its  most  sanguine  Siends. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Wooley,  who  came  to  the  place 
shortly  aner  it  was  laid  out,  and  who  is  still  a  resident,  the  earliest 
comers  to  Denver  were  Frank  Moody,  David  and  William  Fetrow, 
Asei  Griffith,  W.  H.  Hovi^  and  Jerry  Johns.    Mr.  Moody  bought  lots 
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number  one  and  two  in  block  one,  and  erected  thereon  a  residence^ 
probably  the  first  in  the  town.  He  built  a  blacksmith  shop  on  Har- 
rison street,  and  had  the  honor  of  being  Denver's  first  mechanic. 
David  Fetrow  engaged  in  the  blacksmithing  business  also,  and  W. 
W.  Fetrow  built  a  store  room  on  the  comer  of  Harrison  and  Pay- 
son  streets,  block  four,  which  he  stocked  with  groceries  and  drugs. 
Mr.  Howe  erected  a  dwcHug  on  Harrison  street,  where  Mr.  Ander- 
son now  lives.  Mr.  Johns  built  on  the  same  street  diid  Mr.  (irithth 
Started  the  lirst  steam  saw-inill  in  the  town,  with  which  he  did  a 
flourishing  business.  The  first  general  store  was  opened  by  Harri- 
son Grimes  and  R.  R-  Charles,  near  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  railroad,  nordi 
of  the  crossing.  Their  business  house  fronts  Harrison  street  and  is 
occupied  at  this  time  by  Oscar  Piper,  who  purchased  the  stock  of 
the  original  proprietors.  John  Charles  and  Martin  Wooley  opened 
a  hardware  store  a  few  years  after  the  platting  of  the  town,  on  Pay- 
son  street,  where  the  drug  store  of  O.  T.  Snyder  now  stands.  After 
continuing  the  business  as  a  firm,  for  a  short  time,  Mr.  Charles  pur- 
chased the  stock  and  subsequently  .sold  out  to  J.  N.  Woolev.  who 
continued  the  business  about  two  years.  The  following,'  Inisiiiess 
men  and  firms  carried  on  the  mercantile  trade  at  ditterenl  limes, 
to-wit:  Clem  Keys,  N.  B.  Kiplinger,  Trout  &  Hutchinson,  Piper 
&  Wilkinson,  Piper  &  McGinley,  Lon  Wilson,  S.  D.  Laden,  Harry 
Armantrout,  Jasper  Downey,  Hamilton  &  Enley,  J.  J.  Cooper  and 
perhaps  others.  The  early  mechanics  were  Messrs.  Woody  and 
Fetrow,  already  mentioned,  H.  M.  Fox  and  11.  M.  Lambert,  carpen- 
ters, and  John  DeBolt,  shoemaker. 

Industries. — ^As  already  stated  the  first  manufacturing  enters 
prise  of  any  kind  brought  to  Denver,  was  the  steam  saw-mill  ope- 
rated by  Asa  Griffith.  After  running  the  mill  a  short  time,  he  moved 
it  from  the  village,  but  subsequently  brought  it  back.  It  is  still  in 
operation,  the  present  proprietor  being  a  Mr.  Dickerman.  The 
Kessler  Brothers  engaged  in  the  saw-milling  bumness  in  1876,  and 
for  the  time  were  quite  successful.  They  subsequeivlx  applied 
machinery  for  the  planing  of  lumber,  with  which  they  did  a  fair 
business.  The  Constant  Brothers,  in  1S76,  purchased  a  lar«(e  build- 
ing, which  had  been  previously  erected  by  Mr.  Grimes,  and  sup- 
plied it  with  a  planing  mill  and  machinery  for  die  manufacture  of 
wind-mills,  rakes,  barrel  hoops,  washboards  and  various  other  arti- 
cles.  They  engaged  in 'the  business  with  every  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, but  after  continuing  it  some  time,  disposed  of  the  mill  without 
realizing  a  fortune.  The  last  proprietor  was  C.  E.  Noftzgar,  who, 
in  addition  to  planing  lumber  and  manufacturing  some  of  the  articles 
mentioned  above,  did  a  fair  business  in  the  manufoctiure  of  wagon, 
felloes  and  spokes.    The  mill  ceased  operations  about  the  yeai  i  S79. 

The  Denver  flouring  mill  was  built  in  the  year  1880,  by  Cloud 
&  Son,  who  operated  it  about  eighteen  months.    It  was  then  pur- 
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chased  by  a  joint  stock  company,  and  later  MeBars.  Amey  &  New- 
bold  became  the  proprietors.  They  thoroughly  refitted  the  mill  and 
supplied  roller  machinery,  since  which  time  it  has  done  a  lucrative 
business — grinding  about  one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  per  day. 
The  present  firm  is  Newbold,  Stowman  &  Kessler. 

Denver  CoUege  was  established  in  the  year  1876,  at  which  time  a 
joint  stock  company  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
building.  The  cdl'  ut'  building,  a  large  brick  structure,  was  erected 
that  year  at  a  cost  ot  ^3,5<:x>,  and  under  llie  management  of  Prof. 
J.  A.  Reubelt,  the  school  was  opened  under  very  promising  circum- 
stances.  Mr.  Reubelt  taught  two  terms,  and  miding  that  the  insti- 
tution did  not  come  up  to  his  expectations,  reagned  the  charge  into 
the  hands  of  other  parties.  Profs.  Hershey  and  McGinley  after- 
wards took  control  of  the  school,  but  like  their  predecessors,  they 
failed  to  make  it  a  success.  The  company  was  subsequently  dis- 
banded, and  at  this  time  the  building  is  used  for  the  public  schools 
of  the  town. 

.AddUiom  to  Denver, — The  following  additions  to  the  town 

have  been  svu'veyed  and  platted  from  time  to  time  to  time,  viz: 
George  Brower's  addition  of  eighteen  lots,  December,  1872; 
R.  R.  Charles' addition,  11  lots,  March,  1874;  Charles'  2nd  addition, 
21  lots,  July,  1875;  Grimes'  addition,  16  lots,  October,  1880;  Howe's 
addition,  9  lots,  June,  1881,  and  Noftzear's  addition  in  Hflarch,  1881. 

The  Denver  Sun^  a  sprightly  M)cal  paper  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  town  and  adjacent  country,  was  established  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  by  Dr.  O.  F.  Snook.  The  Sun  is  a  seven  column  folio, 
neutral  in  politics,  but  fearless  in  the  advocacy  of  all  measures  and 
movements  having  for  their  end  the  public  good.  It  is  issued  every 
Saturday  and  has  already  reached  a  circulation  of  about  one  thou^ 
sand. 

Physicians. — The  following  medical  men  have  at  different  times 
practiced  the  healing  art  in  Denver,  to-wit:  Drs.  Smith,  Ladue, 
Downe}',  llewit,  Abbott,  Million,  Martin  and  Jameson.  The  resi- 
dent physicians  at  this  time  are  Drs.  J.  Q.  A.  Robbins,  O.  F.  Snook 
and  Newell. 

Churches. — Denver  ,  has  several  healthy  religious  organizations, 

the  oldest  of  which  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  organized 

by  Rev.  R.  J.  Parrot  in  the  year  1873.  The  original  membership 
was  about  thirty  or  fortv,  the  majority  of  whom  had  previously  be- 
longed to  the  Chili  and  Mexico  societies.  The  house  of  worship,  a 
beautiful  frame  edifice,  36x50  feet,  was  completed  in  1873,  at  a  cost  ' 
of  $1,500.  The  following  pastors  have  served  the  church  from 
time  to  time:  R.  J.  Parrot,  W.  R.  Jordan,  F.  A.  Robinson,  James 
Johnson,  J.  H.  Ford,  George  Hill,  I.  J.  Smith  and  G.  B.  Work.  The 
niciiilnjrship  at  this  time  is  about  100  and  the  society  is  in  tlie  enjoy- 
ment of  a  reasonable  degree  o£  prosperity.    W.  J.  Smith  is  Class 
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Leader,  J.  P.  Tharp  and  Imri  Murdcn,  Sti^wards,  Charles  Long, 
Quincy  Howes,  Joseph  Smith,  J.  P.  Tharp  and  Imri  Murden,  Trus- 
tees, and  S.  S.  Bappert,  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

Denver  Bafti^  Church  was  organized  April,  1886,  by  Rev. 
£.  C.  Robbins.  Sixteen  members  were  enrolled  at  the  time  of 
organization,  a  number  which  has  siiuc  hvvw  increased  by  nine 
additions.  Immediately  after  the  or<^ani/ation,  steps  were  taken 
towards  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  and  at  this  time  the 
building  is  rapidly  nearing  completion.  It  stands  on  a  beautiful 
elevation  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  and  in  size  is  363160 
feet,  and  cost  the  8um  of  $2,500.  It  is  a  beautiful  frame  edifice, 
and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  con<n-egation.  The  little  society 
has  already  accomplished  a  good  work  in  the  village,  and  we 
bespeak  for  it  a  prosperous  future.  Rev.  E.  C.  Robbins,  to 
whom  credit  is  largely  due  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  is 
pastor  in  charge.  The  oflicers  are:  F.  P.  Stowman,  deaccm; 
Moses  Murpln ,  clerk;  William  Cunningham,  Moses  Murphy  and 
Dr.  Ladue,  triisUcs.  The  Sunday  School  recently  organized  is 
under  the  cilicient  superinlendcncy  of  F.  P.  Stowman. 

Church  of  the  Seventh  Day  Advenftsts  was  organized  about 
the  3rear  1883  by  Revs.  Reese  and  Covert,  with  a  membership 
of  twent}'  persons.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  college  building 
until  1S85,  at  which  time  a  neat  frame  temple  of  worship 
was  erected  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town  at  a  cost  of 
$800.  The  organization  is  not  very  strong  in  numbers,  there 
being  at  this  time  but  thirty  active  meml^rs.  Revs.  William 
Covert  and  E.  E.  Marvin  preach  at  regular  intervals.  The  Sab- 
bath Scliool  is  superintended  by  Jesse  Woods. 

/.o^/i^'V-N.  -Denver  Lodge,  Xo.  537,  I,  O.  O.  P.,  was  insti- 
^  luted  August  14,  1876,  with  fourteen  charter  members.  The 
organization  has  a  valuable  property,  erected  in  1880  or  1881, 
and  the  membership  includes  many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
village  and  adjacent  country.  It  is  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
with  the  following  ofllcers  in  the  chairs,  viz. :  Rufus  Pontius, 
N.  G.;  C.  Bell,  V.  G.;  J.  Q.  A.  Robbins,  permanent  secretary: 
W.  J.  Smith,  recording  secretary;  W.  Q.  Piper,  treasurer,  and 
W.  W.  Fetrow,  district  deputy. 

yosidh  Brtnvcr  Post^  No.  66,  G.  A.  7?.,  was  estaUndied  in 
1 881  with  a  membership  of  thirt}-.  The  following  were  among 
the  first  officers:  William  Trout,  commander:  Abraham  Whist- 
ler, J.  V.  C;  M.  Bappert,  adjutant;  O.  Armantrout,  otiicer  of 
the  day,  and  F.  M.  Moody,  officer  of  the  guard.  The  present 
membership  is  about  forty.  The  otlicers  are:  M.  Bappert,  com- 
mander; C.  Bell,  S.  V.  C:  W.  O.  Piper,  J.  V.  C;  G.  A.  Mar- 
tindale,  adjutant;  Joseph  Smith,  quartermaster;  J.  R.  Waymire, 
chaplain;  W.  W.  Fetrow,  surgeon. 
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Denver  To-day. — The  growth  of  Denver  since  the  erection 
of  the  first  biuUin^  in  1872  has  been  all  that  its  friends  could 
reasonably  desire,  it  bdng  at  this  time  the  third  town  in  point 
of  population  in  the  county.    During  the  year  z886  buildings 

/  representing  a  capital  of  over  $16,000  were  erected  in  the  vil- 
la<^e,  and  all  kinds  of  real  estate  commands  (rood  prices.  The 
recent  discovery  o£  rich  deposits  of  iron  and  lead  ores  in  the 
vicinity  is  attracting  considerable  interest  to  the  place,  and  if  the 
deposits  prove  as  !A)undant  as  is  anticipated^  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  Denver  will  resound  witli  tlic  music  of  rolling 
mills  and  manufacturing  establishments.  Should  the  expictations 
of  the  people  prove  true  in  regard  to  the  mineral  wealtli  ot  the 
country,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  town  will  at  no  distant  day 
be  an  important  commercial  and  manu&cturing  point  of  Northern 
Indiana.  The  following  is  the  businessof  the  town  at  this  time :  Gen- 
eral stores,  W.  O.  Piper  and  Pontious  and  McElwee;  hardwares, 
Lockw^ood  and  Robbins;  groceries  and  meat  market,  Richard 
Wright;  drugs,  W.  W.  Fetrow  and  O.  T.  Snyder;  bakery  and 
groceries,  J.  £.  Million;  restaurant,  E.  C.  Bennett;  miUiners, 
Martindale  &  Wooley,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Johns  and  the  Helt  Sisters. 
Mechanics — E.  A.  Gum  t  and  Mac.  Lawrence,  blacksmiths;  J. 
N.  \Voole\-  and  J.  11.  Johns,  wagon  makers;  W.  Bird,  shoe- 
maker; Joseph  Smith,  Geo.  A.  Martindale  and  J.  D.  Arnest, 
carpenters;  Andrew  Yount,  manu&cturer  of  patent  wire  picket 
ftnce.  Hotels — O.  J.  Hunt,  Denver  House,  and  Mrs.  Lucy 
Medsker,  Commercial  Hotel.  Livery  stables,  J.  H.  Johns  and  O. 
J.  Hunt;  attornevs.  John  Tudor  and  W.  J.  Smith;  railroad  airent, 
G.  W.  Cannon;  express  agent,  W.  W.  Eetrow;  postmaster, 
Frank  Griffith;  barber,  W.  H.  Kirkpatrick. 

StringtawHj  the  site  of  an  early  settlement,  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  southeast  of  Mexico,  was  so  called  on  account  of  the 
number  of  houses  scattered  along  both  sides  of  the  Peru  road.  A 
saw  mill  was  operated  here  manv  vears  ago  and  at  one  time  there 
was  a  general  store  kept  by  one  Evans  Bean.  John  S.  Winters 
operated  the  milt  for  several  years.  It  was  afterwards  completely 
destroyed  by  tire.  Mr.  Ireland,  at  present'  a  resident  of  Mexico, 
moved  to  the  locality  many  years  ago  and  opened  a  cabinet  shop. 
He  made  all  kinds  of  furniture  and  met  with  reasonably  fair  success 
in  that  branch  of  industry.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Mexico  and 
took  away  with  him  the  last  vestige  of  business  from  Stringiown, 
which  at  this  time  is  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  surround- 
ing country. 

Courier,  a  small  station  on  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  Railroad  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township,  was  laid  out  August,  i860,  by  R.  F. 
Donaldson.  The  plat  consists  of  twenty  lots  and  lies  on  a  ])art  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  34,  township  28,  north  range  4 
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east.  There  are  at  this  time  a  small  general  store,  blacksmith  shop, 
school  house  and  several  residences.  It  is  a  fair  trading  point  and 
18  situated  in  one  of  Jthe  best  parts  of  Jefferson  Township. 

BIOGBAPHICAIi  SKETCHES. 


OLIVER  ARMANTROUT  was  born  in  Peru  Township, 

this  county,  April  26,  1844.  His  parents,  R.  and  Marj]faret 
(Hoover)  Armantrout,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
respectively,  and  were  bom  as  follows:  The  father  in  Virginia 
July  25,  1809,  and  the  mother  in  Pennsylvania,  March  a8,  loxx. 
They  were  married  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  August  3, 182^ 
and  from  thence  moved  to  Delaware  County,  Indiana,  in  1831,  and 
from  there  to  Cass  County,  Indiana,  and  in  1835  to  Miami  County, 
settling  at  Peru,  where  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing,  and  afterward 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  3,  1843.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  Andrew  Williams,  and  moved  with 
him  to  JefferscMi  Township,  where  she  still  resides.  Nine  children 
wert*  horn  to  her,  viz.:  David  H.,  born  May  3,  1830;  Margaret  J., 
born  Augnst  3,  1831  (deceased);  Peter,  born  July  29,  1833;  Lewis, 
bom  March  28,  1835  (deceased);  John  S.,  born  March  18,  1837; 
Elizabeth  J.,  bom  Maroi  4,  1839  (deceased) ;  William  P.,  bom  July 
13,  1841  (deceased),  and  Oliver,  born  April  26,  1844,  by  Mr.  Ar> 
mantrout)  and  Mary  (deceased),  by  Mr.  Williams.  Oliver,  our  sub- 
ject, was  married  in  Richland  Township,  this  county,  June  24,  1866, 
to  Martha  J.,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (^Shoop)  Hersey. 
She  was  bora  in  Butler  Township,  this  county,  June  3,  1849.  After 
Mr.  Armantrout,  our  subject's  marriage,  he  settled  on  his  present 
form,  where  he  has  resided  since.  He  owns  at  present  100  acres  of 
fine  and  well  improved  land.  Mr.  Armantrout  was  elected  to  the 
otHce  of  trustee  of  Jc  fferson  Townshij)  in  1882,  and  re-elected  in 
1884.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Order.  He  enlisted  in  the  service  May,  1864,  in 
Company  K,  134th  Indiima  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  as  a  pri- 
vate until  September,  1864.  Mr.  Armantrout  is  a  wide-awake  and 
enterprising  man,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all. 

JAMES  S.  BAIR  (^Trustee  of  Jefferson  Township)  is  a 
native  of  Botetourt  Countv,  Virginia,  bora  Nov.  13,  1848. 
His  parents,  George  and  Catherine  (Crampacker)  Bair,  were 
also  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  were  born  as  follows: 
The  father  in  Franklin  County,  Jan.  i,  181 2,  and  the  mother  in 
Botetourt  County,  Oct.  3,  1813.  They  were  married  in  Bote- 
tourt County  in  October,  1839,  where  the  moiiier  died  in  June, 
1856.   The  father  subsequently  married  Barbara  Snyder,  and  m 


Digitized  by  Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES.  68$ 

1857  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana.  In  1858  be  purchased 
and  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  in 
Sfction  30,  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  afterwards  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  24,  1864.  He  was  the 
father  of  seven  children,  viz:  Mary  J.,  Lewis  E.,  Sarah,  Ann, 
James  S.,  Jones  B.  and  Catharine  £.  James  our  subject, 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1857,  was  married 
Oct.  13,  1870,  to  Sarah,  daughter  <rt  George  and  Catharine 
(Minick)  Maus.  She  was  bom  in  Miami  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  7, 
1850.  After  Mr.  James  S.  Bair's  marriage  he  first  st  illed  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Miami  County,  where  he  resided  until  the 
spring  of  1872,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Fulton  County,  Ind., 
and  resided  until  the  following  spring  of  1873,  when  he  removed 
to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  purchasing  and  settling  upon  the 
old  home  farm,  where  he  has  resided  since.  He  owns  eighty 
acres  of  fine  and  well-iniproved  land.  Has  had  born  to  him  ' 
three  children,  viz:  Leola  A.,  born  July  11,  1871;  Stella  M., 
horn  Aug.  25,  1875;  George  F.,  bom  Sept.  p,  1878.  Mr.  Bair 
is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  man,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him. 

ZERI  M.  BALDWIN,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana, 
was  horn  November  16,  1827,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Enos  and 
and  Elizabeth  (Hoover)  Baldwin,  natives  of  Guilford  County, 
North  Carolina.  The  subject  was  reared  in  Jefferson  Township, 
and  received  a  very  good  education,  attending  the  first  school  m 
the  township,  taught  by  William  M.  Sumalt.  He  has  always 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  now  owns  eighty  acres 
of  good  land.  In  No\eniber,  1849,  lie  was  married  to  Rachel 
S.  i*tomey,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  and  is  the  father 
of  four  children — James  N.,'  Author  C,  PearHe  M.  and  Emma 
F.  His  wife  died  in  1885,  and  in  1873  was  Apan  married 
to  Miss  Amanda  English,  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  to  whom 
four  children  were  born. 

AUGUSTUS  BANKS,  a  native  of  Mitllin  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  Xovember  29,  1800,  to  James  and  Catharine  ^Nel- 
son) Banks,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Scotch  and  Irish  nation- 
ality respectively.  They  settled  about  midway  between  Pittsburg 
and  PhOadelphia,  and  assisted  in  driving  the  Indians  from  that 
country.  The  subject  remained  on  the  farm  until  lie  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  receiving  a  common  school  education,  and  he  was 
then  engaged  in  Lewiston,  Penn.,  to  learn  the  printer's  trade,  in 
which  he  succeeded,  and  afterwards  worked  in  tiie  dties  of  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia  as  a  jour  printer,  he  then  went  to 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  established  the  VVcstcnt  Republican^  where  he 
staved  about  two  years,  and  thence  to  Florida,  after  which  tour  he 
returned  to  Huntington,  Penn.,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  paper  at 
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that  place  and  held  editorial  control  about  four  years,  when  he 
went  to  Pittsburg  to  accept  the  position  of  foreman  of  one  of  the 
leadin<r  papers  of  that  city.  There  he  remained  two  years  and 
then  emigrated  westward  to  i^eru  in  1S38  and  became  Uie  editor 
of  the  Peru  Cku^tet  associated  with  James  Scott,  now  of  Delphi. 
After  a  time  he  pwxdiased  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  ccnmnenced  farm- 
ing. In  September,  1834,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  McConnell, 
a  native  of  Huntiri^rton,  Penn.,  and  their  marriage  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  the  following  children :  John  (deceased),  James  (killed 
at  Mission  Ridge),  Mary,  Catharine,  Martha,  Sarah,  David 
(deceased)  and  Augustus.   PofiticaUy  he  is  a  RepuUican. 

WILLIAM  V.  BEECHER  is  a  native  of  Chester  Count}', 
Pennsylvania,  born  December  4,  1831.  His  parents,  Benjamin  and 
Margaret  (Finiu  v  )  Reecher,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsvh^ania. 
The  former,  Benjamin  Beecher,  w^as  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Alhei  t)  Beecher,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  from  thence 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  a  very  early  day,  settling  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvajiia.  They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen 
children,  viz:  George,  Samuel,  Jacob,  William,  Benjamin,  John, 
Catherine,  Lydia,  Barbra,  Mary,  Margaret,  and  four  whose 
names  have  been  forgotten.  Benjamin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  3,  1801.  He 
was  married  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  13, 
1825,  to  the  above  Margaret  Finney,  who  was  bom  in  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  August  d,  1804,  and  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel F.  and  Klizabeth  Finney.  After  their  marriage  thev  settled 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsvlvania,  and  from  thence  moved  to 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  from  there  to  Frank- 
lin County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1856,  and  in  1861  moved  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  where  they  afterward  resided  until 
their  respecti\  e  deaths.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing nine  children,  namelv:  Cvrus  F.,  Samuel  F..  Eli/a  J., 
William  V".,  Mary  A.,  Catherine  M.,  John  J.,  Mai  L;arel  S.  and 
Lydia.  WiUiani  V.,  our  subject,  resided  in  PennsyK.mia  until 
1852,  when  he  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  carpenter  trade,  and  was  there  married,  April  3,  1B53,  to 
Julia  A.,  daughter  of  William  and  Julia  A.  (Carpenter)  Beecher. 
She  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  October  4,  18,^5.  In 
1861,  Mr.  Beecher,  removed  to  Miami  Countv,  Indiana, 
and  first  settled  in  Peru  Township,  where  he  purciiased 
land  and  resided  until  February,  1872,  at  which  time  he  pur- 
chased and  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  in 
section  35,  Jefferson  Township.  He  owns  at  present  160  acres 
of  tine  and  well  improved  land.  He  has  had  born  to  him  nine 
children,  viz:  Margaret  J.,  horn  April  7,  1854;  Maiy  J.,  born 
January  31,  1858;  Elizabeth  E.,  born  May  31,  i860;  George  L., 
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born  September  22,  1862;  Cyrus  M.,  born  January  22,  1865; 
William  C,  born  March  2,  1S68;  I'lysses  G.,  born  June  22,  1B70; 
Charles  W.,  born  December  30,  1872,  and  Gracie  P.,  born  July 
23,  1875.  Mr.  Beecher  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  man, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  wha  know  him.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows*  order,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 

A.  D.  COE,  M.  D.,  is  a  native  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  and 
was  born  January  24,  1824.  His  parents  were  Samuel  A.  and  Lucy 
(Lester)  Coe,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  respect- 
ively. They  were  married  at  Granville,  Massachusetts,  and  from 
thence,  in  an  early  day,  emigrated  to  Porta^a*  Count}-,  Ohio. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz:  Samuel  A.,  William  L., 
Eliza,  Marv,  Alonzo  D.,  our  subject,  and  lleman  L.  A.  D.  Coe 
was  educated  at  Twinsburg  Academy,  Twinsburg,  Ohio,  and 
also  at  the  Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  In  1847  he 
began  reading  medicine  at  Newark,  Ohio,  under  the  instructions  of  Dr. 
N.  W.  Hubbard  of  that  place,  remaining  under  his  instructions  until 
1849,  when  he  entered  the  vSiarling  Medical  College  of  Columbus, 
Ohio.  In  1850  he  attended  the  Albany  Medical  College,  of 
Albany,  New  York,  after  which  he  returned  to  Portage  County, 
Ohio,  and  the  following  winter  taught  school,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1851,  came  to  Indiana,  locating  the  same  fall  in  Miami  Coun^, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  practicing  his  profession. 
In  November,  1856.  he  located  at  Mexico,  Indiana,  where  he  began 
the  practice  of  medicine,  which  he  has  devoted  his  whole  attention 
to  since.  In  the  winter  of  1857  and  *58  he  attended  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated 
February  26,  1S58.  He  was  united  in  marriage  at  Mexico,  Indiana, 
November  20,  1858,  to  Emily  J.  Hnrtpence  (wife  of  John  Hart- 
pence,  deceased),  and  daughter  ot  Horace  W.  and  Desire  (Kent) 
Mason.  She  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born  near  Syracuse, 
February  34,  183 1.  The  doctor  has  had  bom  to  him  two  diildren, 
viz:  WiUiam  H,  and  Dulcenia  C.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  a  member  of  the  Lonransport  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  man,  as  well 
as  a  thorough  medical  scholar,  and  a  successful  and  eminent  physi- 
oan  and  surgeon. 

R.  R-  DONALDSON  settled  in  the  Miami  Reserve  in  Jeff- 
erson Township,  in  the  year  1841,  and  is  a  native  of  Louden 
Countv,  near  Centerville,  Virginia:  born  March  3,  1821,  to 
Thomas  and  Nancy  (Saffer)  Donaldson,  botii  natives  of  Virginia. 
He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  in  Ohio  and  when  he  came 
to  this  county  continued  in  the  same  vocation.  For  about  six- 
teen years  he  bought  and  sold  grain,  and  in  May,  1886,  came  to 
Peru  and  now  controls  the  Wabash  elevators.   In  1850  he 
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served  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  re-elected  in  1852 
and  1863.  In  1885  a  convention  of  the  members  of  the  first 
constitutional  convention  was  liekl,  which  he  attended.  He  has 
also  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee.  In  July,  1840,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rickner,  a  native  of  Ohio,  to  whom 
five  children  were  born,  viz :  Leroy  P.,  Lorenzo,  L.  B.,  Ruth  A. 
and  Emma.  IT r  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  Royal  Arch  member  and 
Knight  Templar. 

MATTHEW  DUNCAN  (of  the  firm  of  Lantz  &  Duncan, 
dealers  in  general  merchandise,  Mexico,  Indiana),  was  bom  in  Clin- 
ton County,  Ohio,  July  7,  x854«  parents,  Emanuel  and 
Marg^aret  TStOtlar)  Duncan,  moved  to  Grant  County,  Indiana, 
about  1850,  and  from  thence,  subsequently,  to  Miami  County. 
In  about  1877,  ho  returned  to  Grant  County,  where  he  still 
resides;  the  mother  died  in  Miami  County  in  about  1868.  Matthew 
Duncan,  our  subject,  came  with  his  parents  .  to  this  county, 
where  he  was  married  August  20,  1877,  to  Julia  A.,  daughter 
of  John  and  Julia  A.  Hines.  She  was  born  in  Fairfit  ld  C^1unty, 
Ohio,  October  5,  1857.  After  Mr.  Duncan's  marriage,  he 
first  setded  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in 
forming  about  one  year,  after  which  he  moved  to  Miami  County, 
and,  su|)6equently,  to  Grant  Coun^,  where  he  resided  until  1884, 
when  he  moved  to  Mexico,  Indiana,  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
Mr.  Lantz  in  the  mercantile  business,  purchasing  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Sullivan.  He  has  had  bom  to  him  four  children,  viz:  Emanuel 
(deceased),  Marion  F.,  Lillie  and  Rosie  B.  Mr.  Duncan  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

GEORGE  EIKENBERRY  \N  as  hum  m  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
Mav  6.  1830.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Eliza  ( Morningslar) 
Eikt-nberry,  nativ  es  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  respectively,  and  of 
German  and  English  extraction.  The  former.  Peter  Eikenberry, 
was  a  son  of  Henry  Eikenberry,  a  native  of  \  ir^  nia.  His  father, 
Peter  Eikenberry,  emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States 
in  an  early  day.  Henry  Eikenberry  was  married  in  Virginia  to 
Mary  Landess,  and  from  thence  moved  to  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  in  about  the  year  1806.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Elisabeth,  Samuel,  Henry,  Peter,  Isaac,  David  and 
Benjamin.  Peter  Eikenberry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom 
in  Virginia,  May  8,  1803.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Preble 
Count \.  Ohio,  and  was  there  married  to  Eliza,  daughter  of 
iivuvj^c  and  Elizabeth  (Swisher)  Mornui^star.  S!ie  was  bom  in 
Maryland  on  January  13,  1806.  After  iheir  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eikenberry  settled  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  th^ 
made  their  home  until  their  deaths,  which  occurred  as  follows: 
The- fatlaer  died  February  14,  1871,  and  the  mother  Xov.  29, 
1885.    They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  viz:  Mary, 
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George,  EHzabeth,  Lydia,  Levi,  Henry,  Isaac,  Eliza,  Peter,  and 
two  wMch  died  in  infancy  and  not  named.   George,  our  subject, 

was  married  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  March  21,  185 1,  to  Rebecca* 
daiiL(liter  of  Abraham  and  Nancy  (Moses)  Miller.  She  was 
born  in  Augusta  Countv,  Yn.,  Sept.  18,  1832.  In  the  following 
October,  after  subject  s  marriage,  he  moved  to  Miami  County, 
settling  upon  the  same  farm  on  whkh  he  now  resides  in  Section  37, 
Jefferson  Township.  He  owns  268  acres  of  fine  land,  well-improved 
and  under  a  hi<rh  stntc  of  cultivation.  He  has  had  born  to  him  ten 
children,  viz:  Henry  F.,  born  July  17,  1852,  and  died  February  19, 
1854;  Sarah  J'>  bom  Nov.  5,  1854;  Ira  L.,  born  Aug.  26,  1857; 
Maiy  A.,  bom  March  i,  i860;  Ida  M.,  bom  Oct.  27,  1862; 
Levi  I.,  bom  March  11,  1865;  Charles,  bom  March  29,  1868, 
and  die  d  April  12,  i8d8;  Peter  A.,  bora  Jan.  11,  1871;  Eliza 
O.,  born  Feb.  12,  1874:  infant  son,  bom  Jan.  28,  1877,  deceased. 
Mr.  Kikenberry  was  elected  to  the  oflice  of  County  Commis- 
sioner of  this  county  in  1876,  and  re-elected  in  1880.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  an  enterprising  man  and 
is  highly  esteemed  bv  all  who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  W.  FETROW,  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Denver,  was  born  in  Coshocton  Cf)untv,  Ohio,  April  2,  1832. 
He  was  the  second  son  born  to  Daniel  and  Ruth  Ann  ^Smith) 
Fetrow,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent.  Wil» 
liam  spent  his  boyhood  and  }'outh  with  his  parents  in  his  native 
county.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  leam  the  black* 
smith  s  trade.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  in  the 
town  of  Keene,  Ohio.  After  finishing  his  trade,  he  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  first  in  Keene,  Ohio.  In  January,  1856,  he  came 
to  this  county  and  located  at  Wooleytown,  Richland  Township. 
Here  he  worked  at  his  trade  fourteoi  years.  In  the  sprin<;  of 
1865  he  went  out  into  tlu^  st-rvice  of  the  Union  Army,  in  Com- 
pnny  K,  155th  Indiana  Rtgirnent,  from  which  he  wa.s  honorably 
discharged  on  the  6th  of  August  follow  ing.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  Wooleytown  and  resumed  his  trade.  In  the 
SfHring  of  1869  he  removed  to  Milford,  Kosciusko  County,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  fall  of  1872.  At  that  time  he 
returned  to  this  county  and  located  in  Denver,  where,  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  February  8, 
1857,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Kirbv,  a  native  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  bom  July  21,  1831.  ^he  was  the  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Anna  (Ellis)  WooU  y.  To  this  union  three  chil- 
dren were  born.  They  are  Charles  C,  born  Dccfmber  13,  1858; 
Mary  II.,  born  Ffbruarv  18,  T86i;and  Ann  Kliz-abuth,  born  July 
6,  1863;  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Fetrow  lost  his  first  wife 
December  27,  1871,  and  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1876,  he 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Ireland,  a  native  of  Preble  County, 
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Ohio,  born  May  8,  1844.  She  was  the  daugliti  r  of  James  P. 
and  Rebecca  J.  (Johnson)  Kemp,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Felrow  are  both  members  of  the  M. 
E.  Church.  Mr.  Fetrow  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  G. 
A.  R.  Lodges  and  a  Republi^n  in  politics.  He  is  a  pleasant, 
intelligent  gentleman,  a  reliable  business  man  and  a  good  dtisen. 
He  held  the  office  of  postmaster  in  Denver,  from  April  i, 
1873,  to  September  30th,  1S85,  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
office  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  its  patrons.  He 
has  been  the  agent  of  the  U.  S.  E.xpress  Company  at  Denver 
since  October,  1873.  From  October,  1873,  to  June  1,  1883,  he 
was  the  agent  of  the  American  Express  Company  and  since  tfie 
latter  date  he  he  has  been  the  Agent  of  the  Paciric  Express 
Company.  Ho  has  a  neat  little  drug  store,  well  stocked,  and  is 
doing  a  fair  business. 

JOSEPH  FISHER,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  is  a  native  of  ^anklin  County,  Virginia. 
His  parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Brower)  Fisher,  were  both  natives 
of  Franklin  County,  Virginia,  and  were  born  as  follows;  The 
father  May  2,  1792,  and  the  mother  December  24,  1793. 
The  former,  Peter  Fisher,  was  a  son  of  Philip  Fisher,  wlio  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  from  there  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
in  an  early  day,  settling  first  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  from 
thence,  in  an  early  dav,  moved  to  Franklin  Countv,  Virginia,  where 
he  afterward  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  lie  was  the  father  of 
nine  children,  viz:  Solomon,  Mary,  Jacob,  Daniel,  Peter,  Catharine, 
Abraham,  Jonathan  and  John  B.  Peter,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  Miss  Elizabeth  Brower,  were  married  in  Franklin  County,  Vir- 
ginia, and  from  thence  they  emigrated  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  the 
fall  of  1S28,  and  settled  in  Preble  County,  where  they  resided  until 
the  fall  of  1836,  at  which  time,  they  moved  to  Miami  Countv,  Indiana, 
and  settled  upon  land  in  Sections  25  and  30,  Jefferson  township, 
which  he  had  entered  previously,  and  upon  which  he  readed  until 
death.  His  wife  died  January  20,  1867,  and  he  survived  her  until 
May  27,  1878.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  vi/ :  Lvdia, 
born  Januarv  22,  18 19;  George,  born  Julv  23.  1820;  Hi'njamin.  bcnn 
February  10,  1822;  Joseph,  born  November  10,  1823;  Mary,  born 
April  10,  1826;  Isaac,  bom  August  22,  1828;  Aaron,  bom  October 
7,  1830;  Hannah,  bom  DecemMr  28,  1833;  Noah,  bom  May  28, 
1839:  Jacob,  July  14,  1842.  Joseph,  our  subject,  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  countv  in  1S36,  where  he  has  resided  since.  He  was 
married  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county,  January  12,  1848,  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Teal)  Brower,  She 
was  bora  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  September  28,  1827.  Her  par- 
ents were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  settled  in  Ohio,  in  an  early 
day,  where  they  were  married,  and  from  thence,  in  1837,  moved  to 
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Miami  Coiint\-,  Indiana,  settling  in  Jefferson  Township.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.:  Aaron,  Joseph,  Xonh, 
Mary,  Rebeccii,  Abraham,  Elizabeth,  Sarali,  Susan  atul  Jacob. 
In  1848,  Mr.  Joseph  Fisher  purchased  land  in  Section  35,  Jefferson 
Township,  tMs  county,  upon  which  he  settled  in  August  of 
the  following  year,  and  resided  until  1864,  when  he  settled  upon 
land  in  Section  i,  this  township,  \\  hich  he  had  purchased  in  the  vear 
previous.  Here  he  resided  until  March,  1884,  when  he  moved  to 
Mexico,  Indiana,  where  he  now  resides.  He  owns  at  present  240 
acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land,  and  also  one  of  the  finest  • 
residences  in  Mexico.  He  has  had  bom  to  him  four  children,  viz. : 
Martha  A.,  born  October  30,  1848;  Dulcinea  E.,  born  November 
29,  1851;  Sarah  E.,  born  August  15,  1857;  Rosa  J.,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  i860.  Mr.  Fisher  and  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them. 

DAVID  A.  FISHER  is  a  native  of  CarroU  County,  Indiana, 
and  was  born  February  8,  1840.  His  parents,  Nathaniel  and 
Francis  (Altic)  Fisher,  were  both  natives  of  Franklin  County, 
Virginia,  and  were  born  as  follows:  The  former  September  8, 
1810,  and  the  latter  December  25,  1807.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Franklin  County,  Virginia,  and  from  then^  in  1834, 
moved  to  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Indiana,  and  subsequently  to  C'arrfill  C'ount^^  where  he 
died  Ma\'  28,  1847.  His  widow  sul>sequ(  iitl\  niarried  John 
Brower  and  moved  with  him  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  where 
she  still  resides.  She  Is  the  mother  of  six  children,  five  by  Mr. 
Fisher  and  one  by  Mr.  Brower.  David  A.,  our  subject,  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1850.  He  was  married 
in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county,  October  14,  1866,  to  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Rhoads)  Harter, 
She  was  bom  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  April  3,  1841. 
After  Mr.  Fisher's  marriage  he  settled  upon  the  same  tarm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  in  Section  21,  Jefferson  Township,  where 
he  resided  until  1H72,  wlien  he  removed  to  Peru,  Indiana,  and 
engaged  in  niercaniile  business  three  years.  In  October,  1876,  he  , 
removed  to  his  farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  has  since 
resided  and  engaged  in  fanning  and  fruit  growing.  He  owns 
113  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land.  He  has  had  bom 
to  him  three  children,  viz:  Infant  son,  born  Au<^ust  19,  1867 
(deceased),  Charles  L.,  born  July  i,  1869,  and  Iva  L.,  born 
February  29,  1872.  Mr.  Fisher  was  elected  to  the  othce  of  asses- 
sor of  Jefferson  Township  in  1886,  which  office  he  at  present 
holds. 

JOHN  O.  FISHER  was  bom  in  Franklin  County,  Virginia, 
November  27,  1841.  His  parents,  John  B.  and  Alie  A.  (Tee!) 
Fisher,  were  also  both  natives  of  Franklin  Comi^,  Virginia.  He 
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came  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1849,  and  in  1850 
begun  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  completed  and  has  enij^aged 
in  the  same  more  or  less  since.  He  was  married  in  Miami  County, 
Indiana,  July  3,  1871,  to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  Graft.  She  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  May 
12,  1843.  Soon  after  Mr.  Fisher's  marriage  he  settled  at  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  the  sprin<x  of  1872,  at  which 
time  he  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  purchased  and  set- 
tled on  a  amall  fonn  in  section  31,  Jef^raon  Township,  where 
«  he  resided  only  about  one  year,  when  he  purchased  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  section  I,  Jefferson  Township,  and  in  1876  he  moved  to 
Wabash  County,  Indiana,  where  he  resided  until  the  sprini^  of 
1886,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and 
purchased  and  settled  on  the  f4rm  on  which  he  now  resides,  in  sec- 
tion 6,  Jefferson  Township.  He  owns  at  present  120  acres  of 
fine  and  well-improved  land.  He  has  had  born  to  him  six  children, 
viz:  Linnie  li.,  Harvey  A.,  Myrtie  B.,  £thei  At,  Charles  (de- 
ceased) and  Frederick. 

LEVI  FISHER  is  the  son  of  George  and  Barbara  (Moss) 
Fisher,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Indiana,  respectively,  and  ' 
bom  as  follows:  The  former  in  Franklin  County,  Virginia, 
July  23,  1820,  and  the  latter  in  Union  County,  Indiana,  August  19, 
1822.  They  were  married  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county, 
November  11,  1841,  and  afterward  settled  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Jefferson  Township,  where  he  resided  about  one  year;  then  settled 
upon  land  in  Section  30^  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  resided  until 
August,  1883,  when  he  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  in  Section  31  in  Jefferson  Township.  He  has  had  bom  to 
him  nine  children,  William,  bom  September  9,  1842;  Henry, 

bora  May  11,  1845;  Levi,  born  December  14,  1847;  Sarah  J.,  bom 
November  13,  1850;  Elizabeth,  bom  May,  30,  1853,  died  Septem- 
ber 21,  1862;  Minerva,  born  February  23,  1856,  and  died  March  4, 
1S58;  Peter  M.,  born  July  15,1859;  Alston  W.,  bom  Aii:;iist  4, 
1863,  and  died  February  2,  1884;  Christena,  born  July  10,  1666, 
and  died  April  15,  187 1.  Levi,  our  subject,  was  married  in  Cass 
County,  Indiana,  January  2,  1873,  to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Nancy  (Graft)  Dillman.  She  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Indi- 
ana, Febroary  14,  1854.  Alter  our  subject's  marriage  he  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  enirnLT^'d  in  farming, 
and  where  he  resided  until  the  tali  ot  1875,  at  which  moved  to 

Mexico,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  butchering  in  parliiership  with  J. 
W.  Tumipseed,  for  some  time.  He  afterwards  engaged  in  bu\  ing 
and  shippiiii^  stock,  and  in  the  spring  of  1877,  removed  to  Cass 
Countv,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stockdealing  until 
1881,  v.hen  he  removed  to  Mexico,  ami  again  engaged  in 
stock  dealing.    In  the  winter  of  1886,  he  purchased  tlie  agency  u£ 
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this  county  for  tfie  Flint  and  WalHng  Manufacturing  Company^  and 

has  since  engaged  in  putting  down  tht>  tubular  wells  and  wind- 
mills. He  owns  90  acres  of  land  in  Section  25,  Jefferson  Township. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  assessed  Jef- 
ferson Township  in  1882,  1883,  1884  and  1885. 

ISAAC  FOUTS  is  a  native  of  PreUe  County  Ohio,  and  is 
one  of  ten  children  born  to  Michael  and  Sarah  (Brower)  Pouts, 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively.  They 
were  bom  as  follows:  The  father  in  Norili  Carolina  Sep- 
tember I,  1797,  and  the  mother  in  Virginia,  June  6,  1801.  They 
were  married  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  Augiist  24,  1820,  and  from 
thence  in  the  fall  of  1838,  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and 
settled  upon  land  in  Jefferson  Township,  Section  28,  where  they 
afterward  resided  until  death,  which  occurred  as  follows:  Th6 
father  died  January  10,  1857,  and  the  mother  September  27, 
187 1.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz:  Jacob,  born 
June  8^  1821;  Elizabeth,  bom  February  11,  1823;  Anna,  bom 
October  38,  1824;  Sarah,  born  October  6,  1826;  Rosanna,  bom 
\  February  r8,  1829;  David,  bora  April  22,  1831;  Isaac,  bnrn  January 
13,  1834;  Andrew,  bom  May  2,  1836;  Sophia,  bom  January  23, 
1840,  and  Mary,  born  January  3,  1845.  Isaac,  our  subject,  came 
wiUi  his  parents  to  this  country  in  1838,  where  he  has  resided 
since.  He  was  married  in  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  January  7, 
1858,  to  Diannah,  dauf^hter  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (llarter)  Hoff. 
She  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  July  22,  1837.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  upon  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  in  Jefferson  Township,  Section  34.  He  owns  at  present 
232  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land.  He  has  had  bom  to 
him  four  children,  viz:  William  H.,  bom  January  31,  1859;  J<^hn 
H.,  born  August  28,  i86r:  Jacob  M.,  bora  July  21,  1864,  and 
Alice  M.,  born  JVIarch  14,  1S69.  Mr.  Fouts  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 

ANDREW  FOUTS,  son  of  Mkfaael  and  Sarah  (Brower) 
Fouts,  was  bora  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  May  2,  1836.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1838,  and  has  resided 
here  since.  He  was  married  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county, 
Aug.  8,  1858,  to  Mary  Roller,  and  afterward  settled  upon  the  farm 
on  whidi  he  now  reades,  his  father's  old  homestead.  He  lost  his  wife 
by  death,  Oct.  3,  1868,  having  bora  to  him  by  her  three  children,  viz: 
Lavina,  born  Feb.  7,  1861 ;  Albert,  bom  Aprfl  25,  1863,  and  Nathan, 
bom  Oct.  17,  1866.  Mr.  Fouts  was  again  married  Feb.  10,  1870, 
to  Polly  Hoff,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children,  viz:  Cora  1)., 
bora  Sept.  4,  1872;  Clarence  M.,  born  June  14,  1875,  and  Irene 
bora  Sept  11,  1876.  Mr.  Fouts  owns  220  acres  of  fine  land 
in  this  county,  ;uul  80  teres  in  Wabash  County,  Indiana. 

ABRAHAM  GRAFT,  son  of  David  and  Anna  (Grove) 
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which  time  he  moved  to  Mexico,  hidiana,  vvliere  he  now  resides. 
He  has  had  born  to  him  eleven  children,  viz:   Isaac  H.,  bom  Feb- 

nian,-  29,  1840;  Nancy,  bom  May  31,  1841,  died  April  23.  1S68; 
Sarah  A.,  born  May  12, 1843;  John, born  November  2, 1844;  Harriet, 
born  August  14,  1846:  David,  born  March  2,  1848;  Isabelle,  born 
January  24,  1850,  died  August  10,  1870;  Margaret,  born 
November,  p,  1851;  Catharine,  born  April  22,  1853,  and  died  Sep- 
tember I,  1854;  Mariah  £.,  born  May  25,  1S55;  Alonzo  D.,  bom 
June  27,  1S59.  Mr.  Graft  is  an  enterprising  and  hi^^lily  esteemed 
citizen.  He  was  one  of  the  three  early  Trustees  of  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, and  in  1B70,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Commissioner, 
and  re-elected  in  1873. 

ALONZO  D.  GRAFT,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Brow- 
er)  Graft,  was  bom  in  Jefferson  Townships  this  coimty,  June  27, 
1859.  He  was  mai ;  i  I  in  Berrien  County,  Michigan,  December 
1 3'  i877>  to  Martha  A.,  daughter  of  Allen  and  Rebecca  (Jenkins) 
McGuire.  She  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  countw  March 
7,  i860.  After  marriage,  iVIr.  Graft  tirst  settled  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  resided  until  the  spring  of 
1886,  when  he  moved  to  Mexico,  Indiana,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  owns  160  acres  of  fine  land  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  which  he 
purchased  in  April,  1886.  He  has  had  born  to  him  one  child — 
Frt'ddif  E.,  born  December  4,  1878.  Mr.  Graft  is  an  enterprising 
and  intelligent  young  man,  and  has  a  prospering  future. 

HARRISON  GRIMES,  one  of  Miami  County's  pioneers  and 
one  among  the  early  settlers  oif  Union  Township,  was  bora  in  Mont- 
gomery' County,  Ohio,  February  14,  1823.  lie  was  the  oldest 
child  bom  to  Jeremiah  and  Barbara  (Hashbarger)  Grimes,  natives 
of  Maryland  and  \'irginia  respectivclv,  the  former  of  Irish  and  the 
latter  of  Dutch  descent.  Harrison  left  home  at  the  early  age  of  ten 
years  and  went  to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  upon  a 
farm  for  his  board  and  clothes  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,, 
when  he  was  given  his  choice  of  keeping  his  place  or  learning" 
the  blacksniith's  trade.  After  due  consideration  lie  chose  the  lat- 
ter, but  owinu  to  an  inaccurate  understanding  with  the  man  who 
was  to  give  him  the  instruction,  he  abandoned  the  notion  of  learn- 
ing the  trade  and  concluded  to  remain  upon  the  farm,  which  he  did 
until  he  was  twenty-one  of  age.  He  had  been  bound  to  his  em  ploN-er, 
who,  when  Harrison  became  of  age,  was  to  give  him  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  He  look  a  horse  worth  fifty  dollars  and  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  money,  which  represented  his  entire  capital  at  that 
time.  Upon  leaving  the  farm  he  came  on  foot,  with  a  thirty-seven 
and  one-half  pound  budget  upon  his  back,  to  this  county.  This  was 
in  March,  1844.  Here  he  worked  upon  a  farm  imtil  the  following 
June,  when  he  \\  alked  the  entire  distance  back  to  Preble  Coimty, 
Ohio,  but  in  the  following  August  he  again  came  to  this  county — 
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this  time  on  horseback.  During  the  first  year  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  worked  In  the  month  and  job  at  any  and 
all  kinds  of  work  which  he  could  lind  to  do.  In  1846 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  ninety-three  acres  in  Section  16, 
Union  Township.  There  he  located,  and  immediately  set 
about  clearing  up  a  farm.  To  do  this  without  any  assist- 
ance necessarily  devolved  upon  him  a  great  deal  of  hard 
work.  He  chopped,  i^rubbed,  burned  brush,  rolled  logs,  plowed, 
and  in  fact  did  all  kinds  of  hard  work  which  the  development 
of  a  new  country  necessitates.  Since  then  he  has  purchased 
other  lands,  until  at  one  time  he  owned  about  1,000  acres.  His 
attention  durini,^  his  entire  life  has  been  given  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  though  he  has  in  more  recent  years  given  some  atten- 
tion to  the  grain  busiiu'ss,  the  buN'ing  and  selling  of  hogs,  and 
to  the  raising  of  line  stock,  lie  was  married  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1845,  to  Elizabeth  Brower,  a  native  of  Montgomery  Coun^*, 
Ohio,  bom  of  Dutch  descent,  February  8,  1820.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (  Swihart  )  Brower,  both  iKiti\es 
of  Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimes  have  had  nine  children. 
Their  names  are:  Josiah,  bom  July  31,  1846;  Hiram,  born  Jan- 
uary 5,  1848,  died  September  12,  1880;  John  H.,  bom 
March  i,  1849,  died  February'  11,  1853;  Sarah  D.,  bora 
August  22,  1851;  George  T.,  born  October  24,  1854;  Albert, 
born  Si-pti-niber  5,  1856;  Martha  J.,  born  December  24,  1857; 
William,  born  June  29,   1859,  Charles,   born   October  13, 

1868.  Politically,  Mr.  Grimes  is  a  Republican.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Assessor  in  Union  Township  two  terms.  He  has, 
where  he  resides,  a  fine  farm  of  187  acres,  nearly  all  of  which 
is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  His  farm  is  fitted  up  with  good 
buildings  and  fences,  and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  locations 
in  the  county.  Mr.  Grimes  is  an  honest,  upright,  square-dealing 
man,  a  pushing  and  enterprising  farmer,  and  a  good  citizen.  He 
began  life  without  a  dollar,  but  through  industry,  perseverance 
and  economy,  he  is  now  in  good  circumstances. 

DANIEL  GRISWOLD  (dealer  in  grain  and  seed,  and 
also  agent  of  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific  R.  R.,  Mexico, 
Ind.)  was  bom  in  Lamoille  County,  Vermont,  August  24,  1830. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Weeks)  Griswold,  were  natives 
of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  respectively.  The  former  was  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  vSarah  Griswold,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Vermont,  where  Uie  mother  died,  and  he  subsequently  married 
a  Miss  Berry  and  moved  to  Miami  County,  Ind.,  in  the  year 
1845,  where  he  afterward  resided  until  death.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children.  John  Griswold,  the  lather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Vermont,  in  the  3'ear  1805,  and 
was  married  to  the  above  Mary  Weeks  in  1826,  whs  was  bom 
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in  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1801.  After  their  marriage  they 
settled  in  Lamoille  County,  Vermont,  where  they  resided  some 
time,  and  from  thence  moved  to  Massachusetts,  and  from  there 
to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Darke  County,  and 
from  thence  to  Miami  County,  Ind.,  in  1844,  stndin<^  at  Mexico, 
where  they  afterwards  resided  until  their  deaths,  which  occurred 
as  follows:  The  mother  died  in  1873,  and  the  father  in  1886. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Adelia,  and  Daniel,  our 
subject,  the  elder  member  of  the  family.  I  le  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  1S41,  and  has  resided  here  principally 
since,  in  1652  he  went  to  California,  where  he  engaged  in 
mining  until  1854.  Having  engaged  in  the  merchantile  business 
at  Mexico,  Ind.,  with  his  father  previously,  after  his  return  to 
Mexico,  hid.,  in  1854,  ^'^^  ai^ain  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade 
with  his  father,  and  was  united  in  marriage  at  Mexico  May  i, 
1854,  Louisa,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Howard)  Bliss. 
In  i860  he  purchased  196  acres  01  land  in  Section  7,  Jefferson 
Township.  In  1863  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  store.  In  1872 
he  began  the  grain  and  seed  trade  at  Mexico,  Ind.,  and  has 
engaged  in  the  same  ever  since.  In  1876  he  purchased  stock 
in  the  Mexico  Matnifacturing  Company,  which  he  still  owns. 
In  1867  he  was  elected  to  the  ofHce  of  trustee  of  Jefferson 
Township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  has 
had  born  to  him  eight  childrc  n,  viz:  Alton  (deceased),  John, 
Cassius  N.,  George,  Edward,  Nellie  (deceased),  Emma  and 
May.     Mr.   Griswoid  is  an    intelligent   and  enterprising  man. 

DANIEL  HARTER  is  a  native  of  Preble  County  Ohio,  and 
was  bom  March  4,  1834.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Rhoads)  Harter,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
respectively,  They  settled  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  in  an 
early  day,  and  from  thence  moved  to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and 
from  there  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  about  the  year  1849,  and 
settled  upon  the  same  farm  upon  which  our  subject  now  resides, 
where  they  afterwards  rended  tmtil  deaths,  whidi  occurred  as  fol- 
lows: The  father  died  May  30,  1879,  at  the  age  of  77  years,  7 
months  and  18  da3's,  and  the  mother  died  Ma\  S,  1881.  at  the  age 
of  77  years  and  7  months.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, viz:  Rebecca,  Mary,  John,  Daniel,  George,  Catharine,  Eliza- 
beth and  Nancy.  Daniel,  our  subject,  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county  in  1849,  ^"^  resided  here  since.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Jefferson  Township,  this  coimty,  November  21,  1867,  to 
Nancv,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Ursula  Miller.  She  was  born  in 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  July  21,  1844.  After  Mr.  Harter  married, 
he  settied  upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  resided  since.  He 
owns,  at  present,  300  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land.  He  lost 
his  wife  by  deatfi,  January  19,  1879,         having  borne  four 
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children,  viz:  Dora  O.,  bom  September  25,  1868;  William  E.^ 
bom  June  21,1870;  Iva  L.,  born  March  11,  1872  (deceased); 
Dclbert  D.,  bora  July  i,  1875.  Mr.  Harter  is  one  of  me  substan- 
tial and  enterprising  men  of  Miami  County.  He  is  a  wide-awake 
citizen  and  is  hi<^dily  esteemed  by  all  who  him. 

MICHAEL  illNER,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  is  a  native  of  Highland  County,  Virginia, 
and  was  bom^July  10,  1819.  Hi.s  parents,  John  and  Rachel 
(Hoover)  Hiner,  were  also  both  natives  of  Highland  County,  Vir- 
ginia, and  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  Tlie  former,  John  Hiner,  whs 
a  sun  of  John  and  Margaret  (Burner  )  Hiner,  who  were  married  in 
Highland  County,  Virginia,  where  they  resided  until  deaths.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  viz:  Alexander,  Joseph,  Jacob, 
Herman,  John,  Esther,  Jemima,  Molly,  Mary,  Jane  and  Ludnda. 
John  Hiner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  Rachel  Hoover,  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Highland  Countv,  Ohio,  and  from  thence  in 
1836,  moved  to  ^Iianli  County,  Indiana,  settling  in  Peru  Township, 
where  they  afterward  resided  until  death.  They  were  the  parents 
'  of  nine  children,  viz:  Margaret,  Mariah,  Catherine,  Herman,  Eliza- 
beth, Afichael,  Eli,  John  and  Joseph.  Michael,  our  subject,  came  with 
hb  parents  to  this  count}-,  in  1836,  and  has  resided  here  since.  He 
was  married  in  Richland  Township,  this  count\-.  Max  i.  i'^43.  to 
CalhcriiH"  S..  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  and  Catiierine  (  Dcffcnbaugh  ) 
Rank.  She  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  26, 
1826.  In  1862,  Mr.  Hiner,  our  subject,  settled  upon  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  in  Jefferson  Township,  Section  18,  and  has 
since  resided.  He  owns  at  present.  277  acres  of  fine  and  well  im- 
proved land.  He  has  had  born  to  him  eleven  children,  viz:  Marv. 
Rachel,  Sanuiel.  Mariah,  Catherine,  Ada.  Agnes,  Ruth,  Jesse,  and 
two  which  died  in  infancy  and  not  named. 

VINCENT  C.  HOMAN  is  a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio. 
His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Rachel  (Curtis)  Homan,  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jfcrsey  respectively.  The  former,  Ben- 
jamin Homan,  was  a  son  of  Eber  and  Jane  (McPurdy  )  Homan, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Ireland,  and  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: Tile  former  at  Long  Island  City,  New  York,  September  7, 
1764,  the  latter  in  Ireland,  May  25,1775.  They  were  married  in 
Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Fayette  County,  where  the  mother 
died  April  14,  1810.  He  subsequently  married  again  and  moved  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  died  March  25,  t8|o.  They  were  the 
parents  of  se\en  children,  viz:  David,  born  September  26, 
i8o2;James;  born  October,  1803;  Phebe,  born  November  7,  1804; 
Eder,  bom  March  16,  1806;  Jane,  born  June  7,  1807;  Keder,  bom 
May  29,  1809,  and  Benjamin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  the  eldest 
member  of  the  family,  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania, 
August  13, 1 80 1.    He  and  Rachel  Curtis  were  married  in  Warren 
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County,  Ohio,  March  27,  1823.  She  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
July  14,  1802.   After  Mr.  Benjamin  and  Rachel  Homan's  marriage, 

they  first  settled  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  moved 
to  Clinton  Cminty,  Ohio,  and  from  thence  to  Preble  Count\-,  Ohio, 
wht-re  he  still  resides.  His  wife  died  Juh  15,  iS  ^,andhe  .subse- 
quently married  Margaret  Grissom.  lie  is  the  father  of  se\en  chil- 
dren, viz:  William,  bom  iPebniary  13, 1824,  and  died  July  3, 1832 ; 
Ezra,  bom  October  24,  1S27,  and  died  July  9,  1S32;  Sarah  J.,  born 
October  3,  1832;  Vincent  C,  born  October  18,  1837,  and  Mary  E., 
born  May  i6,  1841,  by  the  first  wife,  Rachel;  and  Hen- 
jamin  F.,  born  September  17,  1847,  and  Nancy  K.,  born  August  5, 
1849,  by  his  last  wife,  Margaret.  Vincent  C.,  our  subject, 
was  educated  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  was  raised  on  a  farm  until 
his  twenty-first  year,  after  which  he  clerked  in  a  grocery  at  Eaton, 
Ohio,  for  a  short  time,  and  in  August,  1859.  he,  in  partnership  with 
his  father,  purcliasi  d  a  stoi  k  of  groceries  at  that  place  and  engaged 
in  business  until  March,  1665,  at  which  time  lie  sold  out  and  came 
to  Mexico,  Indiana,  and  in  April  of  that  year,  purchased  a  half  inter- 
est in  a  stock  of  g<.  lu  ;  i  l  nuTchandise  at  Mexico,  Indianji,  with 
James  L.  Wilson,  witii  whom  In-  carried  on  business  until  Septem- 
ber. 18S2.  at  which  time  thev  traded  their  stock  of  <;oods  for  a  tract 
of  land  in  I^ulaski  County,  Indiana,  consisting  of  662  acres,  of  whicii 
■Mr.  Homan  ownes  a  half  interest.  He  also  owns  150  acres  of  fine 
land  in  Jefferson  Township,  Miami  County,  which  he  purchased 
in  1884.  He  also  owns  stock  in  the  Mexico  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  a  tine  residence  in  Mexico,  where  he  resides. 
He  was  married  at  Mexico,  Indiana,  October  27,  1863,  to  Sarah  J., 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Ault)  Wilson.  She  was  born  in 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  July  i,  1840.  Mr.  Homan  is  an  intelligent 
and  enterprising  man.  ami  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
He  is  a  member  of  tlie  Ma.sonic  order,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  K.  Church. 

CHARLES  H.  KLINE  (of  the  firm  of  Kline  &  Bender,  dealers 
in  hardware,  stoves,  tinware,  paints,  glass,  sash,  doors,  etc.,  Mex- 
ico, Indiana)  is  a  native  of  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
bom  January  27,  1837.  His  parents,  Josiah  and  itannah  (Snyder) 
Kline,  were  also  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: The  father,  March  13,  181 2,  and  the  mother.  February  8, 
1814.  After  their  marriage,  they  settled  first  in  Berks  County  and 
resided  for  some  time,  after  which  they  moved  to  Lehigh  Count}', 
where  they  still  reside.  They  are  tlu*  {parents  of  seven  cliildren, 
viz:  Edwin  S..  William  S.,  Amanda  E.,  Mary  A.,  !?t'ni:iniin  F., 
Preston  J.  and  Cliarles  II..  our  subject,  the  eldfst  nnvnihi  r  nf  the 
family.  He  was  educated  in  Pennsylvania,  and  cii  _;  im  tl  in  larniing 
and  teaching  school.  He  enlisted  in  the  service  J  ul  v  20,  1861,  in 
Battery  A,  Fifth  United  States  Artillery,  and  served  until  January 
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27,  1863,  at  w  hich  time  he  was  discharged  and  returned  home.  He 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  \''irginia,  on  July  i, 
1H62,  bv  rifle  balls,  one  through  the  left  slunilcler  and  one  through 
the  right  foot.  In  the  spring  of  1864,  he  came  to  Miami  County, 
Indiana,  and  after  a  short  stay,  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1865,  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in  driving 
teams  for  the  government,  and  in  July,  1865,  returned  to  Miami 
County.  Indiana,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage,  on  Au«;ust  27, 
1865,  to  Martha,  daugiiler  of  Philip  and  Rosanna  (Long)  Sullivan. 
She  was  bom  in  Wmiams  County,  Ohio,  March  4,  18^.  After 
Mr.  Kline's  marriage,  he  settled  on  Eel  River,  near  Mexico,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until  1881,  when  he  moved  to 
Mexico,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  \\  hich  he 
has  since  continued.  He  also  owns  a  large  interest  in  the  Mexico 
manufacturing  establishment,  of  which  he  is  the  present  president. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Trustee  of  Jefferson  Township  in 
1874,  and  held  the  office  for  tiiree  successive  terms.  He  had  born 
'  to  him  five  children,  viz:  Carrie  K.,  Minnie  C,  Rosa  A.,  Elmer  E. 
(deceased),  and  Elbert  S.  Mr.  Kline  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order;  also,  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Order.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Kline  is  an  enterpris- 
ing citizet),  as  well  as  a  wide-awake  business  man. 

JOHN  H.  LANTZ  (of  the  firm  of  Lantz  &  Duncan,  deal- 
ers in  general  merchandise,  Mexico,  Ind.)  was  born  in  I''nion 
Township,  this  couniy,  Aug.  12,  1855,  and  is  the  son  of  Gabriel 
and  Caroline  (Ream)  Lantz.  He  was  married  in  Union  Town- 
ship, tlus  county,  February  24,  1S76,  to  Miss  Priscilla,  daughter 
of  William  D.  and  Harriet  (Mann  )  Tracy.  She  was  born  in 
Miami  Couniy,  Ind.,  September  5,  1859.  In  April,  1876,  Mr. 
John  H.  Lantz,  our  subject,  settled  at  Denver,  Ind.,  where  he 
opened  up  a  flour  and  feed  store,  which  he  continued  for  sev- 
eral months,  and  in  the  fall  of  1878  he  moved  to  Mexico,  Ind. 
In  July,  1881,  he  opened  up  a  meat  market  at  that  place,  and 
in  October,  1884,  opened  up  a  stock  of  groceries  in  partnership 
with  Philip  Sullivan,  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on  butcher- 
ing. In  April,  1885,  Mr.  Sullivan  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mat- 
thew Duncan,  since  which  time  the  firm  has  been  Lantz  & 
Duncan.  In  April,  1886,  they  disposed  of  their  meat  market 
and  have  since  turned  their  full  attention  to  the  mercantile 
trade,  and  are  at  present  commanding  a  large  and  evtensive 
business.  In  April,  1886,  they  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 
large  and  commodious  brick,  building  known  as  the  Wilson  & 
Homan  block,  into  which  they  moved  their  stock  of  goods,  and 
by  adding  more  to  it  they  now  have  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  stocks  of  general  merchandi.se  in  the  place.  They  are 
both  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  business  men,  and  are 


Digitized  by  Google 


iJlCKiKAl'HlCAL  SKEJCHliS. 


701 


highly  eateemed  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Lantz  has  had 
born  to  him  one  child,  Maud  I).,  born  July  17,  1881.  Mr. 
L»antz  ;ind  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

riilLIP  M,  LAWRENCE,  of  Denver,  was  born  in  Auglaize 
County,  Ohio,  October,  9,  1850.  He  was  the  third  son  bom  to  John 
and  Nancy  (White)  Lawrence,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  latter  a  native  of  Maryland.  When  Philip  wa.s  yet  a 
child,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State. 
They  came  to  this  county  in  1857,  and  located  at  Chili,  Richland 
Township.  In  the  vicinity  of  that  place  Philip  spent  his  youth, 
working  upon  a  farm.  In  1866  he  accepted  a  position  as  brake- 
man  upon  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad, 
between  Crestline,  Ohio,  and  PittsburLjh.  He  was  thus  emploxed 
nearlv  one  vear.  lie  tht-n  rclurTifd  to  this  lounty,  ami  for  one 
year  worked  upon  a  larm.  He  then  went  to  Iowa,  where 
he  worked  upon  a  farm  about  eighteen  months.  He  then  returned 
once  more  to  this  county  and  located  at  Chili,  where 
he  bej^an  to  work  at  the  blacksmith's  trade.  This  has 
received  his  attention  ever  since,  exceptinij  one  year,  in  which 
he  acted  as  agent  for  a  sewing  machine  company.  He  located 
in  Denver  in  August,  1884.  July  30,  1873,  he  was  married  to 
Laura  A.  Smith,  a  native  of  Allen  County,  this  State,  bom  May  8, 
1856.  She  was  the  dau<(hter  of  Daniel  and  Ruth  Ann  (Homan) 
Smith,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  have  had 
tliree  children.  They  are,  Arba,  born  April  30,  1875;  Edna  Zoe, 
born  October  9,  1877,  and  Loa  L.,  born  May  25,  1879;  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  member  of  the  F.  and  A.  M.  Lodge 
and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  tlie  sprinj^f  of  1886,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 
He  is  an  industrious  young  man,  a  good  workman  and  a  number  one 
citizen. 

LEVI  MILLER,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of  Miami 
County*  Indiana,  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  February 
23,  1 81 7.  His  parents,  Abraham  and  Nancy  (Moses)  Miller,  were 
both  natives  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  where  they  were  married 
aiid  resided  until  1833,  when  they  moved  to  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  died.  The  mother  subsequently  came  with  her 
children  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  where  she  departed  life.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  viz:  Catharine,  Levi,  Daniel, 
Isaac,  Elisha,  John,  Al^raham,  Nancy,  Rebecca,  Jacob,  and  an  infant 
son,  which  died  in  infancv  and  not  named.  Levi,  our  subject,  was 
married  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in  November,  1S40,  to  Ursula, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (EikenberryJ  Albaugh.    In  Feb- 
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Started  in  life  a  poor  bov.  be«^inning  in  this  county  on  i6o  acres  of 
woodland,  npnii  w  liicli  lu-  toiled  and  labori-d  hard,  and  succeeded  in 
clearing  up  his  land,  and  from  that,  little  by  little,  he  added  to  liis 
lands,  and  through  hard  work  and  well  directed  industry,  hb  estate 
magnified  to  about  one  thousand  acres  of  fine  land.  He  distributed 
among  his  cliildren,  and  after  giving  lliem  all  fine  homes,  he  sfill 
owns  1 20  acres  of  tine  and  well  improved  land,  and  fine  property  in 
the  city  of  Peru,  Indiana;  also  in  the  Alexico  saw-mill  and  planing 
factory.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Qtisens*  Bank  of  Peni» 
Indiana.  He  lost  his  wife  by  death  in  October,  1876.  He  had 
b  t  ]  to  him  by  her  ten  children,  viz:  Abraham,  Elizabeth,  Nancy, 
^arah,  Marv  A..  Rebecca,  John  H.,  William  I.,  EH  and  Joseph  £. 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 

ABRAHAM  MILLER,  son  of  Levi  and  Ursula  (Albaugh) 
Miller,  was  bom  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  October  11,  1841.  He 
came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  in  1S42,  where  he  resided  until 
1867,  wiien  he  went  trv  Johnson  Conntx  ,  Missouri,  where  he  pur- 
chased Land,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  theii-  married, 
December  25,  1870,  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eiizabetli  J. 
(Alexander)  Wampler.  She  was  bom  in  Hannilton  County,  Indi- 
ana, January  13,  185 1.  'In  December,  1870,  immediately  after  our 
subject's  marriage,  he  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  settled 
upon  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  in  Jefferson  Township, 
Section  19,  where  he  owns  255  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved 
land.  He  has  had  born  to  him  seven  children,  viz:  Florence,  bom 
October  7,  1871;  Clara,  bom  July  6,  1873,  died  March  12,  1877; 
Ursula,  bora  April  26,  1875:  Oscar  L.,  bom  Aprils,  1877;  Rebecca, 
born  May  10,  1880;  Gilbert  I.,  born  Januarv  12.  18S3.  and  Leroy, 
born  August  31,  1886.  Mr.  Miller  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
German  Baptist  Church. 

ABRAHAM  L. >fILLER, son  of  Isaac  and  Anna  (Ly brook) 
Miller,  was  bora  in  Jefterson  Township,  this  county,  October  11, 
1847.  He  was  married  in  Richland  Township,  this  county,  March 
31,  1870,  to  Rebecca  S.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Sarah  1  Shideler) 
Trent.  She  was  bom  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  April  i,  1852. 
After  Mr.  Ikdler,  our  subject's,  marriage,  he  settled  upon  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides,  in  Jefferson  Township,  Section  33,  where 
he  has  resided  since.  His  wife  died  May  25,  1872,  having  borne 
him  one  child.  Otto  K.,  born  Julv  31,  1871.  On  Februarj* 
26,  1874,  Mr.  Miller  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Anna 
^Trouls  I  Fouts.  She  was  born  in  this  county,  October  28,  1851. 
Seven  cnildren  were  bom  to  this  union,  viz:  Elbert  G.,  bom  Jan- 
uary 6,  1875;  Marion  E.,  born  October  i,  1S76;  Anna,  born  March 
15*  ^^7^'  Truman  E.,  born  March  31,  1880:  Howard  E.,  born  Sep- 
tember 9.  1881 ;  May,  born  May  28,1883,  ^"icl  Flora,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1885.    Mr.  Miller  owns  201^  acres  of  fme  and  well 
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improved  land.   He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Baptist 

Church. 

JOHN  n.  MU.LKR,  son  of  Lrvi  and  Ursula  ( Albau^'h) 
Milli  r,  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county,  November 
g,  1852.  He  was  married  in  Jefferson  ruwnship,  this  county, 
March  26,  to  Rebecca  A.,  daughter  of  WiUiam  Stroucl. 

Shi  \N  as  bom  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  January  20,  1855.  After 
Mr.  Miller,  our  sul)ject"s,  marriage,  he  settled  upon  the  same 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  where  he  owns  360  acres  of 
line  and  well-improved  land.  He  lost  his  wife  by  death  January 
II,  1879,  having  borni;  to  him  one  child,  Bertfia  E.,  bom 
August  o,  187 S«  On  November  28,  1881,  he  married  £mma» 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  'Palittla  (Stingley)  Constant.  She  was 
born  in  Cass  County,  hid.,  April  30,  1862.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  this  union,  Walter  L.,  born  August  28,  1883.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  wide-awake  .ind  enterprising  young  man,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  bv  all  who  know  him. 

fOHN  F.  MYERS,  Commissioner  of  Miami  Count\  .  Indiana, 
is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  fanners  and  stock  dealers  of  Jefferson  Township.  He 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  born  near  Hanover,  December 
25,  1828.  His  parents,  Nicholas  C.  and  Catharine  Myers,  were 
also  both  natives  of  German  v.  and  emigrated  from  there  to  the 
United  States  in  1833,  settling  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  where 
thev  afterward  resided  until  death.  The\"  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  viz:  Catharine  E.,  John  F.,  Henry,  Mary,  Emma, 
Elizabeth,  Isaac  N.  and  an  infant  son  which  died  young  and  not 
named.  John  F.,  our  subject,  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county  in  1833  and  has  resided  here  since.  He  was  married  in 
Peru  Townshiji,  this  countv.  in  Januarv.  1852,  to  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Mar\  ( Cromer  )  liowman,  and  afterwards  settled 
upon  his  father's  farm  in  Peru  Township  where  he  resided  until 
the  spring  of  1861,  when  he  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides,  in  section  14,  Jefferson  Township.  He  owns  at 
present  650  acres  of  tine  and  well  improved  land,  284  acres  of 
which  lie  in  Miami  County  and  366  acres  in  Cass  County.  He 
lost  his  wife  by  death,  November  3.  1883,  having  borne  to  him 
eleven  children,  viz;  Lewis  (deceased),  John  F.,  James  B. 
(deceased),  William  H.  (deceased),  George  W.,  Amanda  J.,  Ira 
D.,  Frank  S.,  Milton  H.,  Benjamin  (  deceased),  and  one  which 
died  in  infatic\-  and  not  named.  On  Januar\  22.  TSS5,  Mr.  .Myers 
married  Lev  ina,  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Mary  (Myi  i  s)  Bowman: 
having  born  to  him  by  this  lady,  one  child,  Edna.  Mr.  Myers 
was  dected  to  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  this  county  in  1882. 

ISAAC  NEWM.\N,  an  old  aiul  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  is  a  native  of  Moiftgomery  County,  Ohio, 


Digitized  by  Google 


704 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


and  was  born  May  3,  181 5.  His  parents.  Jrmathan  and  Mahala 
(Co\)  Newman,  were  both  natives  of  Tcnness(ie,  and  from  thence 
emigrated  to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  where 
they  were  married,  and  afterward'  readed  until  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  childrra,  viz :  Isaac,  Cyntfaa,  Mary  A.,  Samuel 
K.,  Jane  C,  Elijali,  Matthew  C.»  Jonathan  E.,  and  one  which  died 
in  infancy  and  not  named.  Isaac,  our  subject,  was  married  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  March  6,  1834,  to  Susannah,  daui(hter  f)f  Daniel  and 
MoUie  Hoover,  and  in  Septeuiber,  1835,  moved  to  Miami  Count^', 
Indiana,  settling  upon  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now  rendes,  in 
Section  23,  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  has  remained  since.  He 
lost  his  wife  by  death,  July  20,  185  i,  fiavinrr  liad  born  to  him  by  her 
seven  children,  viz:  Matilda,  Benjamin  Marv  J.,  Sarah,  James  P., 
Daniel  B.,  and  one  which  died  in  infancy  and  not  named.  On  Sep- 
tember 8,  1853,  Mr.  Newman  married  Mary  Conner  (wife  of  John 
Conner,  deceased).  Mr.  Newman  owns  160  acres  of  fine  and  well 
improved  land.    He  is  an  enterprising  and  highly  esteemed  man. 

ELI  AS  OLINGER  (dealer  in  rreneral  merchandise,  Mexico, 
Ind.)  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born 
March  20,  1835.  His  parents,  George  and  Barbara  (Shoe- 
maker^  OHnger,  settled  in  Miami  County,  Ind.,  in  about  the 
year  1846.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  viz:  Anna» 
Levi,  Sarah  and  Ellas,  our  subject,  the  eldest  member  of  the 
family.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Miami  County  in  1846, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  engaged  in  harness  mak- 
ing for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  shoe- 
making  and  also  handling  ready  made  goods.  He  began  in  life 
with  a  very  small  capital,  and  by  well-directed  industry  he 
added  to  his  stock,  little  bv  little,  until  he  has  now  a  fine  stock 
of  general  merchandise  of  nearly  $5,000.  He  married  Eveline 
Skinner,  by  whom  he  has  had  born  to  him  two  children,  viz: 
William  L.  and  Laura  D.  This  lady  died,  and  he  subsequently 
married  Pauline  Reed,  b}  whom  he  is  father  of  three  children, 
viz:  Grace  U.,  Barbara  E.  and  Jesse  (  deceased). 

WILLIAM  O.  PIPER,  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Denver,  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  October  26,  1837, 
He  was  the  fifth  son  bom  to  John  and  Elmira  (Bassett  )  Piper, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  a  native  of 

ml  • 

Vermont,  of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent  respectively.  When  Will- 
iam was  seven  years  old,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
county,  and  located  with  them  in  the  woods  of  Union  Township. 
That  was  in  1844.  There  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  working  upon  his  father's  form.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  left  home  and  went  to  Ogle  County,  Illinois,  where  he  worked 
upon  a  farm  by  the  month,  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  this 
county,  and  during  the  three  years  which  followed,  he  taught 
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school  in  the  winter  time  and  worked  upon  the  farm,  and  at 
threshing  during  the  summer.   October  8,  i86i»  he  enlisted  into 

the  service  of  his  country  in  Company  G,  51st  Indiana  regiment, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  dischar<^ed  December  16,  1864,  hav- 
ing, in  llie  meantime,  been  pronioKd  to  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Slone  River,  those  attending 
the  raid  o£  Col.  Streight,  and  Franklin.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
near  Rome,  Ga.,  and  for  a  short  time  was  imprisoned  at  Belle 
Isle,  Virginia,  but  was  soon  liberated  by  exchange.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  went  to  Newton  County,  this  State,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Four  years  later  he  returned  to  this  county, 
but  a  year  later  he  went  to  Topeka,  Kansas,  where,  in  the 
spring  of  1870,  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  Li  the 
following  October  he  again  returned  to  this  county  and  located 
at  Denver,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  January  i,  1861,  he  was  married  to  Ann  E.  Charles, 
a  native  oC»  Wayne  County,  this  State,  and  daughter  of  Reuben 
K.  and  Margaret  (Cunningham)  Charles,  natives  of  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  and  Virginia,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Piper  have  had 
seven  children,  SIX  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. Their  names  are  Charles  E.,  William  J.,  Walter  E..  Harry 
M.,  George  W^.  Omer  S.  and  Clara  E.  Mr.  Piper  is  a  member 
of  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  G.  A.  R. 
Lodges,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  pleasant  and  intel- 
ligent gendeman,  a  successful  business  man  and  a  number  one 
citixen.  During  the  last  four  years  his  attention  has  been  divided 
between  the  mercantile  business  and  farming.  He  owns  150 
acres  of  good  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Denver,  nearly  all  of 
vvhichf  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Politicafly,  Mr.  Piper 
was  a  Democrat,  and  entered  the  war  as  such,  but  on  returning 
he  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party,  whose 
principles  Ik'  has  ever  since  ardentlv  supported. 

JOHN  Q.  A.  ROBBINS,  M.  D.,  of  Denver,  is  a  native  of 
Wayne  Count v,  this  State,  and  was  born  November  6,  1826.  He 
was  the  second  son  born  to  Moses  and  Elizabeth  (Long)  Robbins, 
both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  former  of  Welsh  and  Irish  and 
the  latter  of  German  descent.  Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  working  upon  his  father's  farm  in  his  native  county.  At  the 
age  of  si.xteen,  having  decided  to  fit  himself  for  the  medical  profes- 
sion, he  began  the  study  of  medieine  with  Dr.  James  Ruby,  of 
Abington,  Wayne  County,  with  whom  he  diligently  pursued  his 
studies  for  about  Jive  years.  In  June,  184^,  he  came  to  this  county 
and  entered  upon  his  professional  duties  at  Chili.  Here  he 
remained  until  April,  1S56,  when,  owing  to  the  impaired  condition 
of  his  health  and  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  returned  to  his  father's  in 
Wayne  County  for  recuperation.     He  remained  there  about  one 
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year  and  a  half,  during  which  time  he  .traveled  through  the  West 
for  his  health.  On  the  ist  day  of  January,  1858,  he  located  at 
Abington,  where  he  again  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  the  latter  part  of  November,  1881,  he  again  came  to 
this  county,  and  this  time  located  at  Denver,  where  he  has  ever 
'  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes»on.  In 
the  fall  of  1868,  while  a  citizen  of  Abington,  he  entered  the  Cindn> 
nati  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  where  he  attended  one  course 
of  lectures,  graduating  in  February,  1869.  On  the  17th  day  of 
Ma\,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Jarett,  also  a  native  of 
Wayne  County,  this  State,  bom  of  English  descent,  in  September, 
1826.  She  was  the  daughter  of  WiUiam  and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Jar- 
ett, both  natives  of  \'irginia.  To  this  union  two  children  were  bom: 
Moses  E.  and  Jolin  H.  C,  the  former  of  whom  died  at  tlie  age  of 
eleven  years,  and  the  latter  died  before  he  was  two  }  ears  old.  Dr. 
Robbins  lost  his  first  ynle  October  13,  1853,  and  on  the  6th  day  of 
April,  1854,  he  was  married  to  Eliza  Ann  W.  Myers,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1856.  She  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  James  Mvers.  His  second  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child — ^James  Edgar,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years.    October  27,  1858,  our  subject  was  married  to  Mrs.  Martha 

E.  Heacock,  a  native  of  Waj'ne  County,  this  State,  and  daughter  of 
William  and  Nancy  (Long)  Larkin,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Vir- 
ginia, respectively.  To  this  last  union  four  children  have  been  bom. 
Their  names  are  Harriet  A.,  born  August  24,  1859:  Carrie  J.,  born 
August  I,  1862;  Francis  C,  born  June  11,  1867,  and  Aliie  11.,  born 
June  16,  1876,  an  of  whom  are  living.  Dr.  Robbins  and  wife  are 
faithful  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.    He  is  a  member  of  the 

F.  &  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodges, and  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
is  a  pleasant,  imelligent  gentleman,  a  first-class  citizen,  and  as  a  phy- 
sician is  verv  successful. 

REV.  ERWIN  C.  ROBBINS,  of  Denver,  is  a  native  of 
Richland  Township,  this  county,  and  was  born  J  i  y  16,  1853.  He 
was  the  eldest  son  bom  to  Emma  D.  and  Alice  ( Clendening) 
Robbins.  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Richland  Town- 
ship.  Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  working  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  attending  the  public  school.  In  September,  1874, 
entered  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Terre  Haute,  where  he 
spent  nearly  one  year  fitting  himself  for  the  avocation  of  a  teacher. 
He  then  began  teaching  and  taught,  in  all,  six  terms,  spending 
his  summers  upon  a  farm.    He  continued  to  farm  until  the  spnng  of 

1884,  at  which  lime  he  yielded  to  an  inclination  to  enter  the  ministry. 
He  immediately  began  to  lit  himself  for  this  w  ork,  and  in  February, 

1885,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  Baptist  Church.  His  pastoral 
work  was  begim  in  the  Palestine  Church,  of  Fulton  County, 
where  he  preached  for  one  year.   Since  October,  1886,  he  has 
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occupied  the  pulpit  in  the  Baptist  Church  of  Denver,  he  having 
located  in  that  place  in  September  of  1885.  September,  17,  1875, 
he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Charles,  who  died  February  2^ 

1^84,  leaviiifj  to  the  care  of  our  subject,  four  children:  Charles 
O.,  born  September  27,  1877;  Alta  M.,  born  Au;;usi  20.  1879; 
Ida  K.,  born  June  16,  i88i:  and  Kercheval,  born  November  23, 
1883;  all  of  whom  are  living.  On  the  19th  day  of  August,  1885, 
Rev.  Robbins  was  married  to  Mrs.  Emma  £.  Howes,  a  native  of 
Kane  County,  Illinois,  born  August  19,  1854.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Nelson  E.  and  Marv  A.  (Peck)  Go\Ndv,  both  natives  of 
AUe^hanv  Countv,  New  York.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  and  his  Httle  family  are  pleasantly  located  in  Denver, 
where  they  expect  to  remain.  He  is  a  good  citizen  and  an  earnest 
and  successful  worker  in  the  cause  of  Christianity. 

PHILIP  M.  SMITH,  operator  at  Den\  er,  was  bom  in  John- 
son County,  this  State,  May  13,  1850.  He  was  the  second  son 
born  to  Martin  and  Christiana  (Orm)  Smith,  the  former  of 
whom  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Tipton  County,  this  StJite. 
When  Philip  was  quite  voung  his  parents  removed  to  Tipton 
County,  where  his  boyKood  and  youth  were  spent  work- 
inj^r  u})on  his  father's  feurm,  one  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Jackson 
Station.  At  about  the  ajre  of  twenty  he  had  tin-  misfortune  to 
lose  his  left  arm — the  result  of  an  accident  which  befell  him  as  he 
was  in  the  act  of  couplin<^  cars.  He  then  resolved  to  tit  him- 
self for  the  teacher  s  profession.  Preparatory  to  this  he  attended 
the  High  School  in  Kokomo  about  six  months.  He  then  taught 
school  one  term,  but  before  he  half  finished  it  he  was,  owing  to 
an  attack  of  brain  fever,  compelled  to  resign  his  position.  After 
a  short  time  spent  upon  a  farm  he  then  went  to  Indianapolis 
and  took  a  course  in  telegraphy.  That  was  during  the  winter 
of  1873  and  74.  This  finished,  he  retiu'ned  to  his  father^s  farm 
in  Tipton  County,  where  he  remained  until  March,  1875. 
then  accepted  a  position  as  night  operator  at  Tipton.  Here  he 
remained  until  the  30th  day  of  June  follmvin^^r.  July  i,  1875, 
he  took  the  position  of  night  operator  at  Denver,  this  county. 
In  March  of  1882  he  was  made  day  operator  at  that  place, 
which  position  he  still  continues  to  hold.  April  18,  1877, 
was  married  to  Mary  L.  Hays,  a  native  of  this  State,  bom 
March  8,  1852.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Mar- 
garet (Reynolds)  Havs.  Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat. 
He  is  a  voung  man  of  steady  habits  and  irreproachable  charac- 
ter, and  his  retention  for  so  many  years  in  the  telegrapii  othce 
at  Denver  is  evidence  of  the  complete  satisfaction  given  his 
employers. 

DR.  O.  F.  SNOOK,  of  Denver,  is  a  native  of  Deti;uice  Coim^', 
Ohio,  bom  Aug\|Bt  4,  184^    He  was  the  eldest  son  bom  to  Peter 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


7o8  HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


xind  Sarepta  (Brown)  Snook,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  When  he  was 
one  year  old  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Whitley  County,  this 
State,  and  about  1858  they  came  to  Miami  County,  his  mothfr,  in 
the  meantime.  ha\  inji;  been  married  to  Leonard  M.  Briggs.  Their 
first  location  was  at  l*eru,  but  a  short  time  afterward  they  removed 
to  Mexico.  Here  they  remained  until  about  1862,  when  they 
returned  to  Whitley  County,  from  whence  our  subject,  early  in  the 
year  1864,  went  to  Peru  and  began  to  learn  the  printer's  trade. 
His  first  w  ork  was  in  the  ottice  o£  the  Peru  RefubUcan^  edited  at 
the  time  by  W.  S.  Benham.  He  remained  until  in  Januar}-,  1865, 
when,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen,  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Union  Army  in  Company  D,  151st  Indiana  Volunteers,  from  which 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the  September  following. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  North  Manchester,  Wabash 
County,  whence  his  mother,  with  her  husband,  had  in  the  mean- 
time  gone,  and  where  the  former  had  died  March  5,  1865.  Having 
a  desire  to  finish  his  trade,  he  worked  in  different  places  until  the 
latter  part  of  1867,  when  he  found  himself  in  New  York  City.  In 
that  place  he  did  journeyman  work  upon  various  papers  for  about 
one  year.  After  being  thus  employed  in  several  other  cities  untfl 
about  1809,  he,  having  concluded  to  enter  the  medical  profession, 
then  went  to  Philadelphia  where  he  attended  two  courses  of  lectures 
in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College.  His  jn  ofessional  duties  were 
begun  in  Fulton  County.  He  afterwards  successfully  practiced  his 
profesmon  in  Whitley,  Kosciusko  and  Wabash  Counties.  In 
November,  1883,  he  again  came  to  this  county  and  located  at  Denver, 
where  his  attention  has  been  divided  between  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  the  editing  and  management  of  the  Denver  Situ,  a  newsv  little 
paper,  which  he  launched  into  existence  nearly  three  years  ago. 
November  16,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Mary  B.  Corbet,  by  whom 
he  has  had  four  children:  Marion  C,  Lou  Etlie  E.,  Oscar  R.,  and 
Ida  E.,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  Snook  is  a  member  of  the  M. 
£.  Church.  Tne  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  F.  ft  A.  M.  Lodge, 
and  independent  in  politics. 

OLIVER  T.  SNYDER,  an  enterprising  voung  busint'ss 
*man,  of  Denver,  is  a  native  of  Union  County,  this  State,  and  was 
bom  May  12,  1850.  He  was  the  only  son  born  to  John  M.  and 
Mary  A.  (Thomas)  Snyder,  natives  of  Union  and  Fayette  Coun- 
ties, this  State,  respectively.  When  our  subject  was  about  three 
years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana. 
There  he  spent  his  bovhood  and  vouth  working  upon  his  fatlier's 
farm.  He  received  in  the  public  schools  a  good  common  school 
education,  after  which  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  Centerville 
High  School  about  one  year.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  accepted 
a  position  of  traveling  salesman,  and  was  thus  employed  two 
years.    He  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  received 
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his  attention  six  years.  Before  beginning  the  study  of  Phar- 
macy, he  was  engaged  in  selling  books  about  two  years.  In  1879, 
he  began  the  stud}  of  Pharmacy,  with  a  view  to  fit  himself  for 
the  dru<r  business.  This  was  mastered  in  due  time,  and  early  in 
1883  he  came  to  this  county  and  opened  up  a  drug  store  at 
Denver.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  E.  Robbins, 
a  native  of  this  county,  bom  September  22,  1858.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Hiram  M.  and  Permetia  (Gentry)  Robbins,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Wayne  County  this  State,  born  September  17, 
1826,  and  the  latter  also  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  born  May 
18,  1835.  Mr.  Snyder  is  the  father  of  two  children  :  Carrie  and  Klhel. 
Mrs.  Snyder  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Cliurch.  Politically,  JNir.  Sny- 
der is  a  Democrat,  He  is  a  pushing,  energetic  young  man,  and' a 
number  mie  citi/en.  He  has  a  neat  little  drug  store,  well  stocked  and 
is  doing  a  good  business. 

MICHAEL  X.  TAYLOR,  an  old  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Denver,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  February  7,  1814. 
He  was  the  second  son  bom  to  Samuel  and  Mary  (Hancock)  Tay- 
lor, who,  when  Michael  was  three  years  old,  came  to  Indiana  and 
located  in  Wayne  County,  being  among  the  early  settlers  o£  that 
localitv.  Our  subject  spent  his  hovliood  and  youth  working  upon 
his  fathers  farm.  When  he  had  reached  his  majority  he  began 
farming  for  himself.  That  was  in  Wayne  County,  this  State.  In 
about  the  year  1836,  he  removed  to  Wabash  County,  and  located 
upon  a  farm  four  miles  west  of  North  Manchester.  He  had  entered 
one  hundred  and  sixtA'  acres  of  wood  land,  upon  \\'hich  he  built  a 
cabin,  and  immediately  set  about  clearing  up  a  farm.  To  do  this 
without  assistance,  necessarily  devolved  upon  him  a  great  deal  of 
hard  work.  He  chopped,  grubbed,  burned  brush,  rolled  logs, 
plowed,  and,  in  fact,  did  all  kinds  of  hard  work  which  the  develop- 
ment of  a  new  country'  necessitates.  The  woods  abounded  with 
deer,  wolves,  wild  turkeys,  bear  and  Indians,  and  occasionally 
Michael  found  time  to  participate  in  the  hunt.  L^pon  one  occasion 
he  discovered  a  large  bruin  attacking  some  hogs,  and  a  w  ell  directed 
shot  from  his  rifle  has  entitled  him  to  a  reputation  which  but  few 
enjoyed — that  of  killing  a  bear.  He  remained  upon  that  farm, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  until  1842,  when  he  returned  to 
Wayne  County.  A  year  later  he  came  to  this  county  and  located  in 
Richland  Township,  where  he  resided  until  October,  1883.  At 
that  time  he  removed  to  Denver,  where  he  has  erected  a  beautiful 
little  residence,  which,  at  present  is  occupied  by  himself  and  grand- 
daughter, Miss  Alma  D.  Norris.  June  11,  1835,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Nancy  Brown,  who  died  October,  13,  1846.  She  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  this  State,  December  16,  18 13,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Brown,  who  located  in  Wayne 
County  in  an  early  day.    To  that  marriage  five  children  were 
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bom:  Samuel  A.,  born  July  4,  1836,  died  November  5,  1838; 
Sarah  J.,  born  November  15,  1837,  deceased:  Mary  C.,  born 
April  ^f)th.  1839:  Lucy  A.,  born  February  6.  1843;  Philena, 
born  Ociuber  3,  1846,  died  October  23,  1846.  May  10,  1847,  Mr. 
Taylor  was  married  to  Araminta  Woolpert,  who  died  April  9, 
1886.  She  was  bom  in  Wayne  County,  this  State,  November 
15,  1827,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Phoebe  (Veal)  Wool- 
pvr\.  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  a  member  of 
tlu  M.  E.  Church  over  forty  years.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 
1  ic  begiui  life  poor,  but  through  industry,  perseverance  and  economy, 
he  is  permitted  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances. He  is  an  honest,  upright  man,  and  one  of  the  county's 
most  highlv  respected  citizens. 

JOH.^  W.  TUKNIPSKEI)  (dealer  in  airriculture  and  farm- 
ing implements,  and  also  slock  dealer,  Mexico,  Indiana,)  is  a  native 
of  Stark  CoOnty,  Indiana,  and  was  bom  April  1 3. 1 85 1.  His  parents, 
George  and  Sarah  ^Veal)  Tumipseed,  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
New  Jerse  y,  respectively.  He  was  married  in  Cass  County,  Indi- 
ana, October  14,  1872,  to  Josephine,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Nancy  (Graft)  Dillman.  She  was  born  in  Ca.ss  Count}',  Indiana, 
November  19,  1851.  In  the  spring  of  1873,  Mr.  Turnipst;ed,  our 
subject,  settled  upon  land  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  coun^-,  where 
he  engaged  in  fanning  until  the  fall  of  1877.  when  he  moved  to 
Mexico,  Indiana,  wliere  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  for 
about  one  x  ear.  after  which  he  enirajjed  in  bu\  in<r  stock  for  Mr.  S. 
E.  Skinner,  and  about  one  3  ear  later  he  entered  a  partnership  with 
Mr.  Skinner  in  stock  busmess,  which  they  continued  together  until 
Skinner's  death,  in  November,  1884.  He  then  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  stock  business  by  himself,  \\  hich  he  has  carried  on  quite  ex- 
tensiveb  since.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  look  Mr.  A.  Crook  in  as  a 
partner,  and  the\  are  now  doing  business  together.  Mr.  Turnip- 
seed  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  man,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him.  He  owns  109  acres  of  kmd  in  Sec- 
tions 19  and  30,  Jefferson  Township;  also  fine  property  at  Mexico, 
Indiana.  Mr.  Turnipseed  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

THOMAS  WlllTCRAFT  (foreman  of  the  Mexico  Manu- 
facturing Company),  was  bom  in  Hocking  County,  Ohio,  April 
26,  1847.  His  parents  John  H.  and  Amy  R.  (  Brown)  Whitcraft 
— were  aLso  both  natives  of  Hocking  County,  Ohio,  and  were 
born  as  follows:  The  father  in  the  year  182 1  and  the  mother 
in  the  year  1824.  The^'  were  married  in  Hocking  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  die  year  1856.  The  mother  sub- 
sequently married  Lewis  Smyers,  and  moved  with  him  to  Wabash 
County,  Indiana,  in  1857,  where  she  still  resides.  She  is  the  • 
mother  of  fourteen  children,  viz:   Thomas,  Margaret,  Jacob  I*., 
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William  C,  Luther  15.,  Elizabeth  A.,  (In  Mr.  Whitcraft),  and 
Marv,  Elmira,  George  W.,  John  W,,  Luther  B.,  Amy  Ida 
and  an  infant  daughter  which  died  young  and  not  named  (by 
Mr.  Smyers).  Thomas,  our  subject,  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Wabash  County,  ladiana,  in  1857,  and  in  187 1  began  the  cabinet  trade 
at  South  Wabasli,  Ind*,  which  he  completed  and  has  enga^^^ed  in  the 
same  principally  since.  He  was  married  at  South  Wabash.  Indi- 
ana, November  9,  1875,  Anna  M.,  daughter  of  Mark  and 
Esther  (Jenkins)  Jones.  She  was  born  in  Wabash  County, 
Indiana,  December  22,  1854.  In  1877,  Mr.  Whitcraft,  our  sub- 
ject, nio\  ed  to  Mexico,  Indiana,  and  began  work  as  an  employe 
in  the  Mexico  Manufacturing  Factory,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. In  May,  1884,  he  was  promoted  to  foreman  of  the  fac- 
tory, which  capacity  he  now  tills.  He  has  had  born  to  him  four 
children,  viz:  Vesta  J.,  bom  October  21,  1876;  Vermon  H., 
bom  July,  12,  1878;  Lenora,  born  March  10,  1880,  and  Edwinna, 
born  February  10,  1882.  Mr.  Whitcraft  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
1  le  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  man,  and  is  much 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

JOHN  N.  WOOLLEY,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county 
and  one  among  the  early  settlers  of  Richland  Townshij\  was 
bom  in  IlamiUon  County,  Ohio,  September  18,  1820.  He  was  the 
second  son  born  to  Amos  and  Anna  (Ellis)  Woolle\-,  both  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  of  Welsh  descent.  When  John  was  about  six 
years  old  he  accompamed  his  parents  to  Phifadelphia,  Penn.,  but 
six  years  later,  or  in  1832,  they  returned  to  Ohio,  and  this  time 
located  in  Warren  County.  His  father  located  in  Palmyra  (now 
Mason),  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  wai^on- 
maker.  V^ery  early  in  Hfe,  John  learned  the  trade  also,  with  his 
father,  at  which  he  has  worked  chiefly  all  his  life.  On  the  nth  day 
of  April,  1844,  he  was  married  to  Alice  E.  Warwick,  a  native  of 
W^arren  County,  Ohio,  born  of  English  and  Scotch  descent,  April 
28,  1826.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Leah  (Parker) 
W^arwick,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1847,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
WooUey  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  the  woods  of  Richland 
Township.'  There  our  subject  worked  at  his  trade  imtil  about  1873, 
when  he  located  in  Dem  er.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woolley  have  had  ten 
children.  They  are  Emily  E.,  born  March  18,  1845,  died  October 
I,  i860;  Mary  J.,  born  December  12,  1846:  Laura  A.,  bom  Octo- 
ber 29,  1847;  Joseph  C,  born  October  2,  1850,  died  January  15, 
1851;  Benjamin  K-jlrom  July  31,  1855,  died  August  4,  1858;  Alice 
E.,  bom  October  31,  1857;  George  L.,  bom  I*u»vember  15,  1859; 
Anna  E.,  born  March  2,  1862;  Alfred  W.,  born  December  8,  1864; 
and  Amos  E.,  born  September  17,  1867.  Mrs.  Woolley  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church.    In  politics,  Mr.  WooUey  is  a  Repub- 
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fican.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years. 
He  is  an  honest,  upright  man,  and  one  of  the  county's  most  highly 
respected  citizens. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Perry  Township  —  Early  Skttlement — Land  Entries  — 
Township  Organization — ^Improvembnts  and  Industries 
— NEARLY  Births,  Dxaths  and  Marriages — Wolves — ^Law- 
lessness— ^Religions — Gilead — Stockdals — ^Biographical 
Sketches. 

PERRY  TOWNSHIP,  the  largest  division  of  Miami  County, 
forms  the  northeast  corner  of  the  county,  and  embraces  a  geo- 
graphiciil  area  of  fortv-two  square  miles,  ail  of  which  is  included  in 
Township  29,  North,  kanges  4  and  5,  East,  of  the Con^rressional  sur- 
vey. It  joins  Fulton  County  on  the  North,  Wabash  County  on  the 
East,  Richland  Township  on  the  South,  Union  and  Allen  Townships 
on  the  West,  and  was  named  in  honor  of  Commodore  Oliver  II.  Perry, 
the  gallant  hero  of  Lake  Erie.  The  surface  of  the  townshij^  is  pleas- 
antly diversified,  the  general  face  of  the  country  being  gently  rolling, 
with  occasional  hills  along  the  streams.  Like  other  parts  of  the  county 
it  was  formerly  well  timbered,  but  lar^e  areas  of  woodlands  have 
long  since  been  cleared  away  and  put  m  cultivation.  Much  valua- 
ble timber  was  wantonly  destroyed,  which,  if  now  standing,  would 
more  than  equal  in  value  the  land  upon  which  it  grew.  Tlie  soil  is 
generally  a  sandy  loam,  resting  upon  a  day  suMoil — ^very  durable 
and  well  adapted  to  wheat,  com,  oats  and  the  other  cereals  and 
fruits  indigenous  to  this  latitude.  In  fact,  the  abundance  and  variety 
of  its  productions  are  such  that  it  can  challenge  competition  with  any 
part  of  the  county.  The  natural  advantages  have  been  so  well 
improved  by  skill  and  industry,  that  Perry  Township  may  be,  in 
some  respects,  regarded  as  a  model  for  unitation  by  farmers  in 
other  parts  of  the  county. 

Sctilcmenl. — James  Malcolm  was  the  first  white  man  to  lead 
the  march  of  civilization  into  what  is  now  I'errv  Township. 
He  came  to  the  country  as  early  as  1833,  and  obtaining  a  small 
log  cabin  from  an  Indian  village  soon  after  fixed  his  home  on 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Jacob  Wiles  farm,  not  far  from  the 
southeast  comer  of  the  township.  "  He  doubtless  entered  the 
deep  forest,  as  did  the  majority  of  young  pioneers,  with  exult- 
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ant  hopes,  looking  forward  to  the  tune  when  |he  dense  woods 

should  be  cleared  away,  and  when  fine  farms  should  appear  in 
their  stead."  He  lived  to  see  all  these  changes  take  place,  but, 
contrary  to  his  expectations,  instead  of  accumulating  a  compe- 
tency and  living  to  enjoy  the  same,  was  compelled  to  pass  his 
declining  years  in  the  county  poor  house,  where  he  died  a  com- 
mon pauper.  The  next  man  who  soughf  a  home  in  the  new 
country  was  William  Akright,  who  located  in  the  southeast 
comer  of  the  township,  where  Ananias  Harmon  now  lives,  some 
time  in  the  year  1834,  Mr.  Akright  was  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  word  a  pioneer,  and,  like  his  predecessor,  was  doomed  to 
bitter  disappointment,  so  far  as  the  accumulation  of  property  was 
concerned,  dying  in  indigent  circumstances  in  the  year  1884. 
His  son,  John  Akright,  came  the  same  time,  figured  as  an 
early  school  teacher  of  the  township,  and  later  sold  goods  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  village  of  Gilead.  The  same  year  Mat- 
thias Moyer  settled  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  township, 
where  he  cleared  a  good  farm  and  set  out  one  of  the  first 
nurseries  in  the  county.  Benjamin  Musulman  and  Jacob  GiU 
were  early  settlers  in  the  same  locality,  but  did  not  purchase 
land  at  that  time,  both  of  them  leasing  a  part  of  Mr.  Moyer's 
place.** 

During  the  year  1835,  a  number  of  substantial  men  were  added 

to  tlie  population  of  the  little  colony,  conspicuous  among  whom  was 
John  Rhodes,  who  entered  a  large  tract  of  land  near  the  central 
part  of  the  township,  upon  which  he  Hved  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Unhke  the  mjyority  of  settlers  in  a  new  country,  Mr.  Rhodes  was 
a  man  of  consraerable  wealth,  by  means  of  which  he  was  enabled  to 
secure  a  valuable  property  and  live  in  comparative  ease.  His  son, 
Adam  £.  Rhodes,  accompanied  him  to  this  country  and  settled  upon 
the  present  site  of  Gilead,  of  which  villat^e  he  was  proprietor.  He 
was  a  m.'m  of  great  energy  and  superior  bu.siness  qualilications,  and 
ranked  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county  for  a  number  of 
years.  Another  prominent  settler  of  1835  was  Ira  Mitchell,  who 
located  a  short  distance  east  of  Gileadi  on  what  is  now  the  John 
Baker  farm.  John  Close  came  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  and 
made  an  improvement  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  township, 
and  James  Waddle  is  reputed  to  have  been  living  on  the  Samuel 
Seidner  place  not  far  from  Niconza,  pi  ior  to  1836.  Among  otfiers 
of  1835,  ^'^re  Peter  Onstatt,  two  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Gil- 
ead :  James  Fiers,  on  the  Tombaugh  farm  in  the  southeast  comer  of 
the  township;  Rev.  Wesley  Borders,  a  Methodist  preacher  and  early 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  the  same  locality ;  Joseph  Wildman  and  his 
son  Joseph,  near  the  Keesling  farm,  southwest  of  Gilead;  Alfred 
Doud,  a  half  mile  west  of  the  village;  Charles  Odand,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Dowd's  place;  James  ClelantC  brother  of  Qiarles,  and  an  early 
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trader,  about  four  miles  southwest  of  Gflead;  James  Biges,  north- 
west of  Gilead;  Benjamin  and  David  Marquis,  on  the  Sickafoos 
farm;  Willis  Hill,  on  the  Graft  farm,  in  the  southw^  part  of  the 
township:  Jacob  Richard,  son-in-law  of  Alfred,  near  the  central 
part  of  the  township;  John  Walters,  on  the  Joseph  (jro<^i;  fartn; 
John  Anderson  and  M^allhias  Bird,  near  Gilead;  and  James  Bunion, 
who  purchased  land  owned  at  the  present  time  by  Jacob  Kessling; 
and  Fred  Kircher,  where  he  died  within  a  short  time  after  coming 
to  the  county. 

Prominent  among  the  arrivals  of  1836  was  Peter  Kesslintr, 
who,  the  previous  fall,  purchased  the  land  where  Willis  Hill  had 
settled,  to  which  he  moved  his  family  the  following  spring.  He 
was  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  township  until  his  death  in  1860^ 
.  and  can  be  appropriately  classed  with  the  early  representative  men 
of  Miami  County.  His  sons,  Jacob,  Titus,  Peter,  James  and  Jackson, 
came  the  same  year,  and  Samuel  a  little  later.  They  were  all  sub- 
stantial citizens  and  left  the  impress  of  their  characters  upon  the 
communities  in  which  they  resided.  Jacob  Kessting,  the  only  one 
of  the  brothers  here  at  the  present  time,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
wealthiest  citi/ens  of  the  township. 

Samuel  Shoemaker  settled  in  the  southeast  coiner  of  the 
township  in  1836,  and  before  the  close  of  that  year  the  popula- 
tion had  been  increased  by  the  foUoMnng  comers:  Samuel  £ssick, 
on  the  Timothy  Baker  farm;  Peter  Sager,  a  short  distance  south 
of  Gilead;  Jacob  Huffman,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town- 
ship: William  J.  Keever,  who  purchased  part  of  the  Marquis 
land,  and  John  Clifton,  about  three  miles  north  of  Gilead.  Dur- 
ing the  interval  from  1837  to  1839,  following  settlers,  with 
others,  sought  homes  within  the  present  limits  of  the  township: 
John  Grogg,  where  he  is  still  living:  George  and  Joseph  Grogg, 
the  former  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township  and  the  latter 
where  his  sons  are  still  living:  Hiram  Buller.  an  earU  Trustee 
and  County  Commissioner,  near  the  southern  border;  John  D. 
Haken,  father-in-law  of  Jacob  Kessling,  in  Section  16,  eastern 
part  of  the  township:  John  Tombaugh,  on  land  now  owned  bv 
Noah  Miller;  John  I'owcrs,  where  Michael  Thomas  lives;  J<»hn 
Meyers,  eastern  part  of  the  township,  Section  sixteen;  Lark  in 
Norman,  soutiieast  corner;  John  Chambers  and  sons.  Pleasant 
and  Elijah,  in  same  locality;  William  Hester,  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  near  the  center  part  of  the  township;  Zera  Sutheriandt 
near  Gilead:  Henry  and  John  Daggy,  on  land  owned  at  this 
time  by  Andrew  Yarian:  Jesse  Butler,  on  the  road  leading  from 
Gilead  to  Peru;  Robert  Meek  and  John  Tracy,  in  southern  part 
of  the  township;  Peter  Shrig,  a  transient  settler  who  lived  in 
various  places;  Alexander  Jameson,  where  Daniel  Cams  now 
lives;  Allen  Jameson,  on  same  place;  John  Olds,  Prior  Wright, 
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and  Jonhua  Murphy^  in  southern  part;  Amos  Ellison,  central  part; 
Caleb  B.  Ash,  one  of  the  first  school  teachers,  ten  miles  north 

of  (iilead,  ami  James  Chapen,  northeastern  part.  Among  others 
who  cixmf  in  from  time  to  time,  were  the  followini;:  Charles 
S.  Low,  Thomas  Carpenter,  Daniel  Keim,  George  Keim,  ben- 
jamin Keim,  Culvin  Tracy,  Hezekiah  Tracy,  John  Gilliland,  Joseph 
Oldfather,  Samuel  Thompson,  Vinal  Thurston,  Samuel  Rank, 
Reeder  Drake,  William  A.  Sower,  Barnes  Dowd,  James  S.  Love, 
Hiram  Daiiu's,  Peter  Mowry,  Adam  Daines.  Jacob  Harnheisel, 
John  (iaeiie,  Jacob  Myers,  John  Myers,  Dennis  (Tarber,  Jacob 
Miller,  Joseph  Miller,  John  Fiers,  Thomas  Goudy,  Henry  Bidd- 
ing, James  Goudy,  John  Goudy,  Henry  Koffle  and  John  Slagle, 
the  majority  of  whom  became  residents  as  early  as  1840.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  a  few  who  came  in  after  that  date: 
Hu<;h  Miller,  Janu  s  Trac\ ,  Michael  Smith,  l^hilip  vSmith,»William 
(larber.  George  King,  J;u( ib  Seiclner.  Samuel  Seidner,  J;ur>b 
Harmon,  Robert  Love,  John  Cregg,  David  Love,  T.  L.  Hurl- 
burt,  Isaac  Hester,  Cyrus  Kreig,  William  Smith  and  Fleming 
Smith. 

Early  Laud  Entries.  a  number  of  the  settlers  enum- 

erated purchased  their  lantls  directlv  from  the  (joverment.  and 
obtaini  il  patents  for  the  same  within  a  short  time  after  coming  to 
the  county.  The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  entered  land  dur- 
ing the  year  1835,  several  of  whom  became  residents  of  the  town, 
ship:  Nathan  Seavay  and  Andrew  Onstatt,  Section  13,  Township 
29,  North,  Range  4,  East:  Jos.  Cox,  John  McCrea  and  Chas.  S. 
Lowe,  Section  22:  Nathan  Seavay,  Section  24;  John  R.  Wright, 
Section  27;  Jerome  Hoover,  Section  3,  Township  29.  Range 
5,  East;  Samuel  W^allace,  Section  4;  Noah  Webb,  John  \\  isemap 
and  Adam  Weaver,  Section  6;  Ira  Mitchell  and  W.  H.  Dubois,  Sec- 
tion 7;  James  Adams  and  A.  £.  Rhodes,  Section  9;  William 
Akright,  Philip  M.  Tabb,  James  Waddell  and  John  Mowry.  Sec- 
tion 15;  Orion  Taylor  and  Ann  Huff,  Section  17:  John  Rhodes, 
Section  18;  Jonathan  Science,  Section  ig;  John  Close,  Jacob  Flora 
and  John  Bailey,  Section  21;  Nathan  Moyer,  William  M.  Duff  and 
Peter  Onstatt,  Section  23;  Daniel  Hawkins,  Section  27;  William 
Buder,  Elihu  Plummer  and  Thomas  Plummer,  Section  28;  David 
Hiatt,  Section  29;  Hiram  Butler  and  William  Butler,  Section  30; 
James  Malcolm,  William  Clark  and  Samuel  Essick,  Section  33. 

The  followifijjf  is  a  full  list  of  those  who  purchased  lands  from 
the  government  in  1836.  in  Township  29,  North,  Range  4,  East: 
•  Noah  Noble,  James  Biggs  and  Chas.  Qeland,  Section  i ;  Daniel 
Gilchrist  and  Chas.  Smith,  Section  2;  Samuel  A.  Manon  and  Sam- 
uel  Hoover,  Section  3;  William  Bake  and  Miles  Craig.  Section  10; 
E.  Dowd,  Section  11:  W.  H.  Dubois,  A.  Dowd  and  W.  H.  Stub- 
blefield,  Section  12;  Wm.  Robbins,  Section  13;  W..  Hill  and  A. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


7i6 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


Weaver, Section  14; Jos.  Wildman,  SuUivan  Wait  and  Enos  Wildman» 
Section  15:  Lulher  Wail,  Section  16;  Cyrus  Taylor,  Wm.  Bain, 
and  P.  Smith,  Section  23;  L.  W.  Sale  and  Jos.  Tarkington,  Section 
24;  J^avid  W.  Murray,  Section  25:  Township  29,  Range  5,  East; 
JsaBC  Snialley,  Section  3;  James  Adams,  Section  4;  John  Webb, 
Townsend  Hoover,  T.  Summerton,  A.  £.  Rhodes  and  T.  Evans, 
Section  5 ;  Daniel  Stimel,  D.  Cambell  and  Chas.  W.  Catheast,  Sec- 
tion 8;  Henry  Worst  and  John  Mowry,  Section  9;  Jacob  P^lora, 
R.  M.  Buck,  Moses  Bunton,  L.  Newton  and  S.  Newton,  Section  20; 
John  Webb  and  John  Bailey,  Section  22;  D.  Clark,  Section  27;  Wm. 
Hester,  H.  Vnggy,  James  Fiers,  B.  F.  Town  and  D.  B,  Forman, 
Section  29;  John  Daggy  and  David  Marquis,  Section  30;  B.  Hill, 
J08.  Beckner,  W.  Brown  and  David  Mowlsby,  Section  30. 

Tou'iishif  Oro^anization. — Perr\-  Township  was  set  apart  as 
a  separate  jurisdiction  on  the  27th  of  February,  1837.  "The 
same  year  an  election  to  choose  the  necessary  officers  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Peter  Onstatt,  near  the  present  site  of  Gilead, 
Aleaxander  Jameson  acting  as  inspector.  William  Hester,  Hiram 
Butler  and  George  Tombaugh  were  probably  the  first  trustees 
of  the  township.  The  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  Wesley 
Borders,  after  whom  served  in  an  early  day  George  Tombaugh 
and  Jacob  Richards.** 

Early  Improvements,  Industries^  Etc. — The  development  o£ 
Pfrr\-  Township  during  the  earlv  years  of  its  historv  was  not 
\  cry  rapid  on  account  of  the  dense  fore-sts  to  he  cleared  away, 
the  prevalence  of  malarial  diseases  and  the  absence  of  mills, 
market  places  and  the  facilities  for  communication.  Com  and 
potatoes  were  the  first  crops  raised,  and  with  game  afforded  the 
^arly  settlers  their  chief  means  of  subsistence.  The  first  articles 
of  commercial  importance  were  ginseng,  "  vellow  root.'"  wild 
honey,  maple  sugar,  venison,  deer  and  coon-skins,  which  were 
exchanged  at  the  nearest  market  places  for  groceries,  shoe  leather, 
and  what  few  dry  goods  the  pioneers  needed.  The  majority  of 
the  early  families  manufactured  their  own  wearing  apparel,  and 
the  spinniri<r-wheel  was  a  familiar  object  in  almost  cAerv  house- 
hold. The  houses  in  which  the  pioneers  made  their  first  home* 
were  of  a  similar  kind  to  all  early  habitations  in  a  new  country. 
The  most  of  them  were  rude  structures  of  unhewn  logs,  covered 
with  clapboards  rived  from  some  convenient  oak,  and  containing^ 
but  a  single  apartment.  They  were  daubed  with  clay  mortar, 
and  afforded  a  tolerable  shelter  from  tlie  rain  and  cold.  .\t  one 
end  of  the  room  a  ver^'  large  fire-place  was  erected,  from  which  • 
arose  a  stick  and  mortar  chimney.  The  unthinned  wilderness 
supplied  an  abundance  of  fuel,  and  in  that  day  with  such  splen- 
did facilities  for  destruction,  quantity  was  an  object  of  little  impor- 
tance.  The  family  food  was  cooked  by  the  open  Hre,  such  arti-> 
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dea  of  luxury  as  cook  stove  being  at  that  time  unknown.  The 
furniture  for  the  interior  was  in  keeping'  with  the  habitation,  sim- 
ple and  inexpensive,  and  provided  without  much  difficulty,  as 
there  was  ihcn  no  neighborhood  rivalry  in  the  matter  of  orna- 
mentation or  extravagant  display.  In  the  absence  of  a  more 
convenient  and  sightly  bedstead,  one  was  often  improvised  by 
inserting  the  ends  of  two  small  poles  between  the  logs  at  a 
proper  distance  apart,  while  the  ends  within  the  room  were  laid 
upon  forked  sticks  driven  into  the  ground  through  holes  made 
in  the  puncheon  floor.  Upon  these  was  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  bed  proper.  In  many  cases  the  furniture  for  the  entire  house 
was  of  this  cheap  and  primitive  character.  Notwithstanding  the 
rudeness  and  unalloyed  simplicity  of  all  these  arrangements,  not- 
withstanding the  extreme  toil  and  hardship  of  life  in  the  wilder- 
de^^s.  liere  were  found  home,  happiness  and  personal  liberty.  No 
prince  could  have  greater  affection  for  his  palace  nor  lord  for  his 
castle  than  these  dauntless  pioneers  cherished  for  their  cabins. 

For  a  couple  of  years  after  the  date  of  the  first  settlement 
the  pioneers  experienced  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  breadstu£E8» 
and  \'arious  devices  were  resorted  to  in  order  to  obtain  the  staff 
of  life.  A  common  wav  was  to  crush  the  com  in  a  m(Mtnr 
made  by  hollowing  out  the  top  of  a  hickorv  stump.  The  pestle 
was  usually  an  iron  wedge  made  fast  to  a  handle,  with  which  a 
coarse  but  wholsome  article  of  meal  could  be  manufactured. 
Families  that  had  no  such  contrivances,  frequently  had  recourse 
to  the  common  tin  grater,  an  article  with  which  every  house- 
hold was  supplied.  The  first  mill  patronized  by  the  early  resi- 
dents of  Perry  was  a  primitive  affair  on  Squirrel  Creek,  just 
across  the  line  in  VVabash  Cjunty,  erected  early  in  the  llurLies 
by  Benjamin  Mussulman.  It  was  a  saw  mill  with  a  com  buhr 
attached,  and  for  several  years  supplied  nearly  all  the  lumber 
and  meal  used  by  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity.  The  first  mill  in 
the  township  was  put  in  opcrafion  by  John  Bowers  about  the 
year  1849  or  '50.  It  was  a  saw  mill  and  stood  on  a  branch  of 
Squirrel  Creek,  from  which  it  received  its  motive  power.  Its 
last  owner  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wise.  A  steam  saw 
mill  was  built  a  short  distance  west  of  Gilead  in  1854  '55  ^ 
Alfred  Dowd.  who  ran  it  quite  extensivel}-  for  some  years.  It 
passed  into  the  hands  of  other  parlies  and  was  finally  moved 
from  the  township.  Several  other  steam  mills  have  been  in  the 
township  from  time  to  time,  and  the  lumber  business  was 
formerly  an  important  industry.  A  small  distillery  was  started 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  township  some  time  prior  to  the 
war  by  John  Anglehart,  who  acquired  the  reputation  of  making 
a  superior  article  of  "  apple  jack,"  which  found  ready  sale  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood.    Anglehart  subsequently  sold  the  estab- 
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lishment  to  one  George  King,  who  was  soon  compelled  to  close 
it  on  account  of  a  little  misunderstanding  with  some  of  Uncle 

Sam^s  revt'inu'  accents. 

There  liv  ed,  in  an  early  day,  neai  tlic  southern  boundary  of  the 
township,  a  quaint  old  woman  who  distilled  whisky  in  a  common 
tea  kettle  and  obtained  a  livelihood  by  retailing  the  same  to  such 
customers  as  saw  tit  to  patronize  her  bar.  Her  little  cabin  stood 
near  one  of  the  principal  highways  of  the  country,  and  many  of  tlie 
passers-bv  found  it  quite  con^•en^ent  to  stop  and  warm  their  toes" 
bv  the  generous  fire,  which  the  old  lady  never  let  go  out.  It  was 
equally  convenient  in  summer  time,  also,  the  shadow  of  the  hous<: 
being  reputed  the  "coolest"  spot  in  the  entire  neighborhood. 

One  of  the  early  mechanics  of  the  township  was  Joseph  Miller, 
a  cabinet  maker,  who  lived  not  far  from  the  Wabash  Countv  line. 
He  manufactured  much  of  thi-  furniture  used  by  the  first  settlers, 
and  also  made  the  Collins  in  which  a  number  of  the  pioneers  w'ere 
buried.  The  first  blacksmith  was  Peter  Onstatt,  who  opened  a 
shop  on  his  place,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  southe:iHt  of  Gilead,  as 
early  as  1836  or  '37.  He  subsequently  mo\  ed  to  the  village  and 
was  the  first  workman  in  the  place.  Another  early  industry  was  a 
tannery  operated  by  John  Daggy,  on  the  farm  now  owned  b\ 
Andrew  x  arian,  as  far  back  as  the  year  184a  Mr.  Daggy  made  a 
good  article  of  leather  and  carried  on  a  small  local  buaness  for 
a  period  of  three  or  foui  vi  ars,    About  the  clay  of  a  certain 

portion  of  the  township  bein^  found  \aUiable  for  earthenware,  an 
establish  nun!  for  the  manufacture  of  pottery  w  as  put  in  operation 
near  Niconza  by  Kiias  ^lagle.  The  enterprise,  although  not  remun- 
erative, was  fairly  successful,  and,  during  the  time  it  was  in  opera- 
tion, a  considerable  tjuanity  of  earthenware  was  manufactured  and 
sold  in  the  neighborhood. 

About  the  \ear  1836  a  small  store  was  started  b\  James 
"Waddle,  at  Niconza,  his  business  house  being  a  diminutive  log 
caUn,  14x15  feet  an  size,  about  one  mile  distant  from  an^*  habitation. 
His  stock  consisted  of  a  few  groceries  and  several  pieces  of  dry 
goods,  and  his  patrons  were  limited  to  the  several  families  in  the 
vicinity.  The  store  was  in  operation  about  two  years.  The  tirst 
brick  in  the  townsiiip  w  as  manufactured  a  short  distance  west  of 
Gilead  by  Alfred  Dowd,  and  among  the  first  frame  houses  were 
those  erected  by  Ira  Mitchell  and  Jacob  Meyers.  A  valuable 
industry  of  the  township  in  an  early  day  was  the  nursery  set  out 
bv  Matthias  Mover,  from  which  the  trees  for  nearh  all  the  nrrhards 
in-the  country  were  olitained.  The  nurser^  \\  as  kept  uj)  .1  iiunibiM- 
of  years,  and  proved  the  source  of  a  comfortable  revenue  to  the 
energetic  proprietor. 

Deaths^  Births  and  Marriages. ~~'^^'Yh&  first  death  in  the  tOM'n- 
ship  was  that  of  James  Bunton,  in  August,  1835.    He  came  to  the 
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county  in  the  spring  of  that  year  to  make  preparations  for  niovini; 
his  family  in  the  fall,  but  took  sick  and  died  at  the  date  given 
above."  "He  was  buried  in  the  Niconza  graveyard,  one  of  the 
oldest  cemeteries  in  the  county.  Another  death  the  same  year 
was  that  of  Mrs.  Matthias  Meyer."  "There  being  no  saw-miUs 
there  to  furnish  lumber,  a  coffin  was  made  from  hewn  puncheon.'* 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Peter  Sager,  in  1838,  was  perhaps  the  third 
event  of  the  kind  in  the  township.  Her's  was  the  first  burial  in  the 
Gilead  graveyard.  Other  early  deaths  were  those  of  Adam  Engle 
and  a  daughter  of  Richard  MiUer,  both  of  which  occurred  as  long 
ago  as  1839. 

Among  the  earliest  marriages  in  the  township,  was  that  of 
Thomas  Clemens  to  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Wildman.  solemnized 
April.  iHt,6:  Peter  Ihrig  and  Kli/aheth,  daughter  of  George  and 
Susan  Tombaugh,  were  unite{l  in  marriage  a  little  later,  and  in  1838 
Jacob  Richard  and  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Peter  Kessling,  were  pro- 
nounced man  and  wife  with  appropriate  ceremonies;  ASen  Jameson 
and  Polly  Wildman  were  among  the  early  couples  married,  as  were 
also  George  Ilarvevimd  Miranda  Rhodes.  It  is  impossible  at  this 
remote  date  to  determine  the  name  of  the  first  child  horn  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  township,  as  birtlis  occurred  in  many  of  the 
families  of  the  early  settlers  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  the  county. 
Among  the  earliest,  however,  was  Richard  Miller,  son  of  Robert 
and  Rebecca  Miller,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1838.' 

IVo/zrs. — In  the  early  settlement  of  the  township,  the  citizens 
wel  l',  for  manv  \  t'ars,  jxreatlv  annoved  bv  the  wolves  carrvintr  off 
sheep,  pigs.  etc.  The  baikitig  of  tliese  troublesome  animals  was 
a  familiar  sound,  but  carried  with  it  no  alarm,  save  for  the  safety 
of  the  stock,  which  had  to  be  penned  in  tight  enclosures  at  night  in 
order  to  protect  it  from  the  fangs  of  the  hungry  scourges.  The 
wolves  were  generally  very  cowardly  and  would  flee  upon  the 
approach  of  man,  but  w  hen  emboldened  b\'  hunger  thev  have  been 
known  to  try  to  get  into  houses,  causing  no  little  uneasiness  to  the 
inmates. 

^In  the  winter  of  1847,  Squire  Richard  and  Jacob  Kessling 
started  home  from  Peru  at  a  rather  late  hour  in  the  evening,  u 
was  a  beautiful  moonlight  night,  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow, 
'  and  the  'jumper,'  in  which  our  friends  rode,  bounded  Ughtlv  over  the 
crvstal  surface.  About  to  o'clock,  Mr.  Kessling,  looking  behind, 
saw  a  large  gray  wolf  pursuing  them.  The  whip  was  applied  to 
the  horse,  and  for  some  time  they  had  but  Uttte  trouble  in  keeping  a 
safe  distance  from  their  foe.  Presently,  however,  both  parties 
looking  back,  the  horse  was  drawn  from  the  road,  and  the  'jumper,' 
striking  some  obstacle,  was  overturned.  Although  one  of  the  par- 
ties declared  that  they  were  not  frightened,  yet  assures  us  that  a 
lively  scene  followed  the  overturning  of  the  sleigh.     The  wolf, 
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Strange  to  say,  to  the  .surprise  and  pleasure  of  all,  stopped  as  if  in 

utter  astonishment  at  the  strange  spectacle  before  it.  It  did  not 
attempt  to  advance  until  the  'jumper'  had  been  properly  adjusted 
and  the  journey  again  continued,  when  pursuit  was  commenced  as 
vigorouiriy  as  ever.  Meeting  with  no  accidents,  however,  our  friends 
reached  home  in  safety."  "  Soon  after  this  it  was  determined  to  get 
rid  of  the  troublesome  animals."  **  To  do  this  they  surrounded  a 
large  area  of  territory  and  closing  in,  drove  the  wolves  to  a  swamp 
of  about  live  acres  on  the  Widow  Ak right's  farm,  where  they  were 
speedily  killed  by  the  hunters."  "  A^any  deer  and  other  wild  animals 
were  killed  at  the  same  time." 

Lazi'/cssness  in  Perry, — \si  its  early  history  a  portion  of  this 
township  acquired  an  unsavory  reputation  on  account  of  the 
presenc«*  of  a  set  of  lawless  characters,  who  made  it  a  resort  to 
evade  pursuit  from  other  quarters,  thus  gaining  for  the  neighborhood 
the  reputation  of  being  a  community  of  horse  thieves.  This 
class  infested  Uie  northwest  as  early  as  1838,  and,  while  the}' 
scnifded  at  the  commission  of  no  form  of  crime,  they  were 
especially  annoying  in  their  principal  business  of  horse  stealing 
and  counterfeiting.  Their  plan  of  operations  was  to  take  the 
lighter  horses  of  Illinois  to  Indiana  and  sell  them,  making  their 
return  trip  witn  heavy  draft  horses,  which  were  disposed  of  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  and  Michigan.  For  a  time  these 
depredatiotis  were  carried  on  with  impunity.  The  early  settlers 
did  not  submit  t(j  this  state  of  affairs  without  some  effort  to 
bring  these  parties  to  justice,  but,  singly,  the  pioneers  proved 
poor  trappers  of  this  game.  The  thieves  were  known  to  be 
desperate  characters,  a&pts  in  the  use  of  weapons,  and  it  often 
happened  when  a  party  got  close  upon  them,  discretion  seemed 
the  better  part  of  valor  and  the  pursuit  was  given  up.  Their 
.  success  emboldened  these  robbers,  and  the  early  land  and  slock 
buyers  learned  to  seldom  travel  alone  and  never  unarmed. 
Burglar}  soon  followed  success  on  the  road,  and  farmers  became 
very  cautious  and  suspicious  of  all  strangers.  For  several  years 
these  lawless  operations  were  carried  on  almost  in  open  dav- 
light.  Their  perfect  acquauitance  with  llie  countr\ ,  their  many 
sympathizers,  who  aided  while  not  engaged  in  the  business, 
enabled  them  to  elude  pursuit.  Counterfeiting  was  an  evil  car-* 
ried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  within  the  Timits  of  the  town- 
ship, and  caused  a  great  deal  of  indignation  among  the  honest 
settlers.  The  two  classes  of  outlaws  were  united,  and  found 
ready  and  willing  abettors  everywhere  throughout  the  sparsely 
settled  region  of  the  country.  As  early  as  1840  a  gang  of 
this  description  had  their  headquarters  on'  the  farm  of  one  John 
Van  Camp,  a  short  distance  west  of  Gilead,  aud  various  means 
were  resorted  to  to  rid  the  country  of  their  presence.  Embold- 
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ened  by  the  success  of  their  marauding  exploits,  they  carried  on 
their  thieving  with  the  greatest  impunity,  and  at  the  least  appear- 
ance of  danger,  which  seemed  to  have  been  watched  for  and 
signaled  from  the  tree  tops,  they  hastily  decamped  with  their 
stolen  stock  to  some  other  of  their  numerous  retreats.  An  inci- 
dent in  connection  with  their  presence  in  this  part  of  the  country 
is  told  by  a  certain  man,  who  ingratiated  himself  into  the  grace* 
of  the  ring  leaders  under  the  guise  of  becoming  one  of  their 
number.  He  soon  became  a  general  favorite  with  the  outlaws, 
and  such  was  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  that  he  was  at  one 
time  intrusted  with  the  carrying  out  of  a  daring  robbery  in 
Marshall  County,  to  accompluh  which  the  murder  of  an  old 
man  seemed  almost  a  necessity.  The  whole  arrangements  for 
the  robbery  were  skillfully  phmied,  and  after  everything  had 
been  gotten  in  readiness  for  putting  the  same  into  effect,  the 
spy,  for  such  he  proved  to  be,  e.xposed  every  detail  to  the 
authorities  at  Rochester,  who  were  not  slow  in  putting  the 
officers  of  justice  on  their  tracks.  The  whole  plot  was  so' 
admirably  anranged  by  the  daring  detective  that  the  outlaws 
iniplicated  were  captured  almost  to  a  man.  and,  in  the  trial 
which  followed,  several  of  them  were  convicted  and  sent  to  the 
State  prison.  This  served  to  check  the  further  commission  of 
crime  for  a  few  months,  but,  the  spirit  of  lawlessness  again 
manifesting  itself,  more  determined  means  were  resorted  to  by 
the  citizens,  and  an  anti-horse-thief  and  vigilance  committee  was 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  country  of  the  daring 
rascals.  It  was  composed  of  the  best  men  in  the  .settlements, 
and  each  member  was  constituted  a  detective  to  arrest  or  cause 
the  arrest  of  any  suspicious  character.  The  effect  of  the  com- 
pany's work  was  prompt  and  salutar}-,  and  before  the  organiza- 
tion was  manv  weeks  old  the  outlaws  had  quietly  departed  for 
other  and  safer  retreats.  While  a  spirit  of  law  and  order  was 
thus  restored,  putting  an  end  to  the  overt  acts  of  crime  for  the 
time  being,  there  stiU  remained  a  vicious  element  that  scrupled 
not  at  the  commission  of  various  acts  of  petty  meanness,  such 
as  interrupting  church  services,  stoning  buildings  and  raising 
♦♦sheol"  generally,  whenever  an  occasion  would  permit. 

In  the  fall  of  1853,  an  attempt  was  made  by  these  hood- 
lums to  break  up  a  temperance  meeting  in  Gilead.  The  house  in 
which  the  meeting  was  held  was  surrounded  and  a  niunber  of 
large  stones  thrown  through  the  windows,  causing  no  little  con- 
sternation in  the  audience,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  com- 
posed of  women;  one  shot  was  fired  into  the  crowd  by  one  of 
the  thugs,  but  fortunately  no  one  was  seriously  injured.  The 
same  year  one  Nat  Myers  was  arrested  for  passing  counterfeit 
money,  and  so  plain  were  the  proob  of  his  guilt,  that  he  was 
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convicted  and  Mntenced  for  a  term  of  years  to  the  penitentiary*. 
He  was  subsequently  pardoned  upon  a  petition  signed  by  his 
friends  and  neighbors,  but  the  lesson  served  as  an  effectual  check 
to  any  further  attempt  on  his  p:irt  to  shove  the  cpieer."  ProtTii- 
nent  amonir  the  citizens  of  I\'rr\.  who  took  an  active  part  in 
inaugurating  a  .spirit  of  law  and  order,  and  in  bringing  offenders 
to  justice,  was  Dr.  E.  H,  Sutton,  whose  early  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  moral  welfare  of  the  settlement,  were  not  without  their 
legitimate  fruits  in  due  season.  He  was  chiefly  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  the  organization  of  the  vigilance  committee  referred 
to,  and  also  established  the  first  temperance  society  in  the  township, 
a  movement  tliat  encountered  much  opposition,  not  onlv  from  the 
lawless  chiss  mentioned,  but  also  from  many  of  the  bcUer  citizens  of 
the  community,  who  looked  upon  the  use  and  sale  of  whisky  as  not 
only  legitimatt>,  but  eminently  respectable.  With  the  growth  of  the 
setUements,  all  species  of  outlawry  were  crowded  out,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  Perry  has  possessed  a  reputation  as  a  law  abid- 
ing community  second  to  no  other  township  in  tlie  count \  . 

Heh'^ious. — In  the  early  settlements  of  liie  , township  the 
Methodists  were  the  most  numerous  denomination  here,  and 
under  the  efficient  preaching  of  the  early  circuit  elders,  was  an 
important  influence  in  shaping  the  character  of  the  pioneer  com- 
munity. The  township  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  these  early  har- 
binL,^ers  of  the  cross,  who  frequently  at  their  own  expense  labored 
for  the  spiritual  advancement  of  its  people  at  a  time  when  no 
other  help  was 'nigh.  So  far  as  known,  the  first  meeting  for 
worship  was  held  at  the  cabin  of  James  Fiers  as  early  as  1835. 
Soon  after  meetings  were  held  at  the  residence  of  Alfred  Doud  by 
the  same  denomination,  Revs.  Arentis  Doud  and  Ansel  Heech  con- 
ducting the  services  from  time  to  time.  While  meetini,^<  were 
thus  held  at  regular  intervals,  among  the  spar.se  settlements 
no  churches  were  organized  nor  houses  of  worship  erected 
for  several  years  later.  The  oldest  organization  is  the  Gilead 
M.  E.  Church,  a  life  sketch  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  village.  The  Otur  Branch  Methodist  Church  was 
organized  about  '1843,  and  for  a  number  of  vears  was  the  lead- 
ing religions  societv  of  the  township.  Its  prosperity,  however, 
began  to  decline  several  years  ago,  and  on  account  of  the  death  and 
removals  of  its  members,  the  society  was  finally  abandoned.  The 
Niconza  Baptist  Church  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  near 
the  Wabash  County  line,  is  an  old  organization,  and  among  its 
earlv  members  were  a  number  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county. 
The  bouse  of  worship,  a  substantial  frame,  stands  in  Section  15, 
and  has  been  used  since  about  the  year  1858.  The  church  has 
enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity  during  the  ^ears  of  its  his- 
tory^ and  is  in  a  piosperous  condition  at  this  time,  numbering 
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among  its  members  many  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  tlic  com- 
munity. A  society  of  the  Evangelical  Association  (German),  was 
organized  a  short  distance  east  of  Gilcad,  in  an  early  day,  and 
amonjr  the  early  members  were  Michael  Smith  and  wife,  Jacob 
Barnlieisel  and  family,  John  Ault,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Cornelius 
Barnheisel  and  wife.  The  first  meetings  were  held  in  private 
residences  and  school  houses,  and  among  the  earliest  ministers 
were  Revs.  Platz  and  Schaffer.  A  house  of  worship  was  erected 
about  the  year  1858,  on  land  donated  by  Cornelius  Barnheisel. 
It  is  a  frame  structure,  in  good  repair,  and  cost  the  sum  of  $700. 
The  membership  at  this  time  is  quite  numerous,  and  the  society 
is  reported  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Rev.  James  Wales  is  pas- 
tor in  charge;  Samuel  Smith  is  class  leader,  and  John  Barnhei- 
sel, superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

In  1880  a  society  of  the  Reformed  Lutheran  Church  was 
organized  at  the  Buffalo  school  house,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
township,  by  Rev.  E.  Hershe}-:  one  year  later  a  neat  frame 
temple  of  worship  was  erected  on  land  donated  bv  Samuel 
King.  The  society,  although  small  in  numbers,  has  already  accom- 
plished a  good  work  in  the  community,  and  bids  fair  for  a  prosper- 
ous future.  The  following  ministers  have  sustained  the  relation  of 
pastor  since  the  organization,  viz:  Revs.  Hershey,  Shultz,  Uplin- 
ger.  M\  crs  and  Rosenborg.  Present  membership  about  20.  An 
older  Lutheran  society  formerly  had  an  existence  in  the  township, 
and  meetings  were  held  for  a  number  of  years  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Greenland  school  house.  The  organization  for  some  cause  wius 
finally  disbanded,  and  from  the  few  scattered  members  was  gathered 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  clas.s. 

/  llhiir  of  Gilead. — The  \  illage  of  Gilead  is  situated  a  litde 
north  of  the  central  part  of  tlie  township,  and  is  the  site  of  one  of 
the  oklest  settlements  in  tlie  northeastern  part  of  tlit-  countv.  The 
admirable  location  is  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  agricultural  region  remote 
from  any  town,  and  the  advantages  it  offered  as  a  trading  point  for 
a  large  atea  of  country,  were  the  principal  causes  that  led  to  the 
founding  of  the  \  illage.  The  j>i-ojector  of  the  town  was  Adam  E. 
Rhodes,  who  about  the  year  1843  or  1844,  employed  a  surveyor  and 
laid  out  a  plat  of  lu  etit\-nine  lots  and  two  squares  in  Sections  7  and 
18,  Township  29  North,  Range  5,  Eiist,  and  Sections  12  and  13, 
Township  39  r^orth,  Range  4  East,  several  of  which  were  soon 
afterward  purchased  and  improved.  Among  the  first  residents  of 
the  place  was  a  Mr.  Swayzee,  who  started  a  small  store  early  in  the 
forties,  and  sold  goods  with  fair  success  for  a  limited  period.  Dr. 
E.  H.  Sutton  became  a  resident  about  the  year  1840,  and  that  time 
until  1854,  practiced  the  heahng  art  from  the  village,  acquiring  a 
large  and  lucrative  business  in  Perry  and  adjoining  townships  in  the 
meantime. 
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Another  early  comer  to  the  town  waa  Peter  Oostatt,  who 
started  the  first  blacksmith  shop,  which  he  moved  from  his  farm 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  distant.  The  second  merchant  was  Wil- 
liam H.  Wright,  who  opened  a  general  store  in  1845,  and  continued 
the  business  on  quite  an  extensive  scale  for  a  period  of  about  twenty- 
four  years.  Zera  Sutherland  engaged  in  merchandising  about  the 
year  1846.  He  subsequently  effected  a  partnership  in  the  business 
with  Charles  Sutherland,  and  the  Hrm,  thus  constituted,  lasted  until 
1849.  Another  earlv  merchant  was  William  D.  Smith,  who  moved 
a  stock,  of  goods  from  Wabash  some  time  in  the  forties,  and 
remained  three  or  four  prears.  James  T.  McKim  began  merchan- 
'  4lising  in  1859,  and  contmued  until  about  the  year  1865.  John  J. 
and  O.  P.  Mohler  opened  a  general  mercantile  house  in  1865,  and 
ran  as  partners  several  years,  when  the  former  purchased  the  entire 
interest  and  continued  the  business  for  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 
Prominent  among  the  merdiants  of  the  town  was  John  Aluight, 
who  engaged  in  business  in  1868.  He  was  quite  successful  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  subsequently  met  with  numerous  reverses,  and,  in  1878, 
closed  out  and  removed  from  the  place.  J.  H.  Waite  and  Jonas 
Lukenbill  effected  a  partnership  in  the  p^oods  business  earlv  in  the 
eighties,  and  in  1885  Mr.  Waite  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and 
has  dnce  conducted  a  general  store  with  the  most  encouraging  suc- 
cess, his  stock  of  goods  being  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 
in  the  county,  outside  of  Peru.  J.  T.  Casde  started  a  small  general 
store  several  years  ago,  and  is  still  doing  business  on  a  limited  scale. 
One  of  the  earliest  industries  of  the  village  was  a  tannery,  estab- 
lished by  Samuel  Essex  as  long  ago  as  1837.  It  was  moved  to  the 
town  in  1844  and  operated  by  different  parties  until  1856^  at  which 
time  it  was  allowed  to  fall  into  disuse.  A  steam  saw  mill  was 
brou<^ht  to  the  town  in  1868,  by  Caple  &  Brother,  who  operated 
it  a  short  time,  doing  a  good  business.  It  has  passed  through  a 
number  of  hands,  and  at  this  time  is  operated  by  Messrs.  Caple  & 
Smith.  Jeremiah  Anglemeyer  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shingles  in  1884,  and  still  operates  his  null,  which  has  a  capacity  of 
about  6,000  per  day. 

Among  the  early  mechanics  of  the  village  were  A.  M.  (in-^'g 
and  a  partner,  name  unknown,  who  opened  a  biacksmilh  and  plow 
shop  prior  to  1840.  They  manufactured  many  of  the  plows  used 
by  the  early  settlers,  and  for  a  couple  of  years  carried  on  a  very 
,  thriving  business.  Hames  Dowd  was  the  first  shoe-maker,  and 
among  other  earlv  residrnt-^  of  the  village  are  remembered  .Adam 
Rhodes,  Adolphus  Stone,  Nelson  Hawley  and  Peter  ihrig,  all  of 
whom  came  to  the  place  about  the  time  the' survey  of  lots  was  made. 
As  already  stated.  Dr.  E.  H.  Sutton  was  the  first  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Gilead.  Others  who  practiced  in  the  village  from  tim  -  to 
time  were  as  follows:    William  T.  Cleland,  John  A.  Marine,  C. 
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Hector,  A.  Case,  William  McCoy,  A.J.  Caples  and  F.  W.  Dennis. 
The  resident  physician  at  this  time  is  Dr.  C.  C.  BradV' 

The  present  mechanics  of  the  village  are  John  J.  McKee, 
blacksmith;  Adam  K.  Daniel  and  B.  F.  Boyer,  shoe-makers  and 
Orlanda  A.  Paul,  carpenter.  The  only  hotel  in  the  place,  the  Gilead 
House,  is  kept  by  Alvin  K.  Madeford. 

Gilead  Lodge^  No,  — Efforts  to  establish  a 
Masonic  Lodge  in  Gflead  were  first  made  on  the  9th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  at  whidi  time  a  convention  of  the  few  members  of  tiie 
order  in  the  vicinity,  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning 
for  a  dispensation,  John  Akright  acting  as  chairman  and  J.  II.  W;iite 
as  secretary.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  on  thf  28th  of  June 
following,  the  lodge  was  instituted  under  a  warrant  of  dispensation 
from  the  following  officers,  viz :  James  L.  McKim,  W.  M. ;  Jacob 
Smith,  S.  W.;  Jesse  Elliott,  J.  W.;  Wm.  H.  Wright,  Treasurer;  J. 
I  I.  Waite,  Secretary;  John  Akright,  S.  D.?  Elijah  Barnes,  J.  D.  and 
William  Kircher,  Tyler.  A  charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  bearing  date  of  May  29,  1867.  at  which  time  the  member- 
ship did  not  exceed  fourteen.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  a  room 
over  the  store  of  John  Akright.  For  a  short  time  subsequently  the 
meetings  were  held  at  the  same  place  until  a  more  convenient  place 
could  be  procured.  The  hall  in  which  the  lodge  now  meets  was 
built  in  x868.  The  membership  at  this  writing  numbers  thirty-one 
and  the  organization  is  enjoying  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity.  The 
present  officers  are:  William  IL  Smith,  W.  M.;  James  H.  Smith,  S. 
W.;  John  J.  McKee,  J.  W.;  John  Grogg,  Treasurer;  C.  C.  Brady, 
Secretary,  J.  H.  Waite,  S.  D.;  John  Baker,  J.  D.,  and  Jonas  Luken- 
iMll,  Tyler. 

Gilead  M,  E.  Church  was  organized  about  the  year  1843, 

the  first  meetings  being  held  in  the  village  school  house.  Amonff 
the  early  members  were  Alfred  Dowd.  first  class  leader;  Dr.  E.  PL 
button  and  wife,  Nelson  Hawley  and  wife,  Mrs.  Faith  Dowd,  Mary 
Dowd,  Louisa  Welton,  Charles  Cleland  and  wife,  Lorenzo  Dowd 
and  wife,  Sullivan  Waite  and  Wife,  and  Chauncy  Welton.  Rev. 
Mr.  Bennett  was  one  of  the  first  preachers,  and  in  an  early  day, 
Aventis  Dowd,  a  local  preacher,  ministered  to  the  society  in  the 
absence  of  the  regular  pastor.  Revs.  Green,  Beech,  Birch  and 
Black  ministered  to  the  little  class  during  the  first  few  years  of  its 
history,  and  later  came  a  number  of  others  whose  names  were  not 
given  tiie  writer.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  a  log  structure, 
erected  in  1846  on  ground  occupied  by  the  present  building.  It 
had  a  comfortable  audience  room,  and  was  used  as  a  meeting  place 
until  1867,  at  which  time  it  was  replaced  by  the  present  frame  build- 
ing. The  society  at  one  time  was  quite  strong  in  numbers,  but,  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  has  so  diminished  until  now  it  is  one  of  the 
weakest  points  on  the  Periysbiirg  drcnit.  The  present  pastor  is 
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Re\ .  J.  J.  Cooper.  The  Sunday  school,  under  the  superintendency 
of  L.  R.  Dukes,  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  much  good 
in  ihe  community.  ^ 

Gilead  Presl^terian  Church  was  organized  in  1846  by  Revs. 
A.  Johnson  and  O.  V.  Lemon.  A  frame  house  of  worship  was 
built  in  1848,  and  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter  the  society- 
maintained  services  at  rej^ular  intei  x  ;ils,  and  did  a  good  work  in  the 
village.  It  was  nex  er  stroma  in  niiinlH  rs.  however,  and  liie  removal 
of  several  of  its  leading  members  from  inne  to  time,  finally  led  to 
the  abandonment  of  the  organization.  The  last  meetings  were  held 
in  1868,  and  among  the  latest  pastors  was  Rev.  Mr.  Jack.  The 
building  standing  is  used  at  this  time  for  a  store  room. 

Stockdalc — A  part  of  the  original  plat  of  this  village  lies  in 
Perry  Township,  but  the  greater  part  lies  across  the  line  in  Wabash 
Coimty.  It  was  laid  off  by  Thomas  Goudy  in  the  year  1S37,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  the  chief  source  of  supplies  for  a  large 
community  in  the  two  coimties.  The  construction  of  the  Eel  River 
Railroad  through  the  countr\-,  and  tlie  consequent  springing  up  of  the 
town  of  Roan  not  far  distant,  served  lo  check  the  growth  of  the  place, 
and  within  the  last  few  years  its  business  interests  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  more  favorable  loctilities.  A  few  woe-begone  houses  are 
all  that  now  remain  of  the  town. 


BIOGRAFUICAL  SKBTCUES. 

GIDEON  ALSPACII,  one  of  Perry  Township's  substantial 
farmers,  was  born  in  Fairlield  County,  Ohio.  May  25,  jS^o, 
the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  ^Miller J  Aispach,  natives  respec- 
tively of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  Gideon  was  reared  on  the 
farm  in  Ohio,-  remaining  with  his  parents  until  the  death  of  his 
mother,  which  occured  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He 
had  received  a  limited  education:  he  then  engaged  as  a  farm 
hand,  until  he  attained  his  majority,  wlu-ii  in  1851,  he  made  a 
prospecting  tour  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County,  purchasing  land 
on  which  he  permanently  located  the  following  \  ear.  February 
22,  1855,  Catherine  Kensler  became  his  wife,  and  to  their  union 
five  children  have  been  born,  viz:  Ambrose,  who  married  Mag- 
gie Beard;  Glendora,  Abner,  Albert  and  Laura.  In  his  vocation 
of  farming,  Mr.  Aispach  has  met  with  good  success,  owning  102 
acres  of  well-improved  land.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  God.    In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

RICHARD  W.  HUTT,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Perry  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born 
November  20,  1837,  being  the  oldest  child  in  a  fiunily  of  seven 
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children  born  tu  Rigiial  and  Phoebe  (  Kinsey)  Butt,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  They  emigrated 
to  Indiana  and  Miami  Counw,  October,  1845,  made  their  first  perma- 
nent settlement  in  Jefferson  Township,  where  they  lived  for  six  years, 
then  moved  to  Perr}-  Township,  and  lived  there  until  their  deaths. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm,  remainin<;  at  home  and  assist- 
ing his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of  t\vent\'-t\vo  veai  s.  He 
received  a  common  education,  such  as  the  facilities  of  his  day 
afforded.  January  26,  i860,  his  marriage  with  Margaret  D.  Cover 
was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union  eight  children  have  been  born, 
of  whom  these  six  are  now  living:  Phoebe  L.,  wife  of  Aaron 
Plank;  Viola  E.,  Nettie  A.,  Marietta,  Sarah  M.,  Ira  E.  The  two 
deceased  are  Martha  J.  and  John  W.  Mrs.  Butt  was  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Lucinda  (Iliney)  Cover,  who  were  natives  of  Fred- 
erick County,  Maryland,  and  came  to  Miami  Comity  in  October, 
1845.  Mr.  Butt  always  made  farming  his  principal  occupation, 
in  connection  with  which  he  has  worked  at  the  carpenter  and  joiner 
trades,  and  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now  owns  80  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own  industry^ 
and  economy.  March  28,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  his 
country  in  Company  K,  155th  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  until  Aumist  of  the  same  year,  when  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  the  dose  of  the  war.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
M.  £.  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been 
honored  with  an  election  to  the  office  of  Township  Trustee. 

HENRY  K.  BUTT,  brother  of  the  subject  of  the  above  sketch, 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  October  14, 1839,  second 
of  a  family  <^  seven.  He  alwa3rs  made  his  home  with  his  parents  imtil 
their  death,  acquiring  a  common  education.  September,  1861,  he 
enliMed  to  aid  liis  country  in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  Company  B,  40th  Indiana  Regiment  of  \'()lunteer 
Infantry,  where  he  served  until  December,  1864.  He  participated 
in  the  following  important  engagements:  Shiloh,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Chickamau^a,  the  battles  incident  to  Sherman's  March  to  Atlanta, 
and  Franklm,  Tennessee.  Soon  after  his  return  from  the  army, 
February  26,  1865,  Mary  P.  Fites  became  his  wife.  He  has  always 
made  farming  his  vocation,  in  which  he  has  been  successful.  He  is 
the  proprietor  of  a  tine  little  farm  of  sixty-two  acres.  He  and  wife 
belong  to  the  M.  E.  Church.     Politicalh-  he  is  a  Republican. 

JOHN  CRAIG  is  a  native  of  Clark  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  bom  May  7,  1822,  being  the  eldest  of  a  femily  of  ten  children 
born  to  Robert  and  Fannie  (Rogers)  Craig,  who  were  both  natives 
of  Vermont,  the  former  of  Irish  descent.  Their  marriage  occurred 
in  Ohio,  to  whicli  their  parents  had  removed  in  an  early  date.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  State  and  county,  and 
remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of  22 
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years.    He  received  a  limited  education  in  consequ^ice  of  the  poor 

facilities  of  those  s.  January  25,  1843,  hismarriaj^c  with  Paulie 
Lavbouni  was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union  twelve  ehilch  en  h;n  e 
been  born,  of  which  these  four  are  now  Uving:  Benjamin  F.,  w  lio 
married  Clftra  A.  Russell;  Jasper,  whose  wife  was  Phoebe  R. 
Brausser;  Thomas,  whose  present  consort  w  as  Fannie  Akright, 
and  Ida  V.  Mr.  Craig  came  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County  in  1846, 
and  located  permanently  on  the  land  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
always  made  farming  his  occupation,  and  he  Has  been  very  success- 
fuL  He  now  owns  300  acres  of  weU-tmproved  land.  In  politics  he 
is  a  staunch  RepuUkan,  but  has  never  sought  political  preferment. 

WILLIAM  P.  DRAKE,  an  enterprising  citizen  of  Perry 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey,  born 
May  28,  1829,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Phebe  (Stout)  Drake.  Thoma«< 
Drake,  paternal  gi  andfather  uf  uui  subject,  w  as  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey;  he  served  three  months  in  the  Revolutionary  War  when  but 
fifteen  years  old.  He  died  in  his  native  State,  and  is  buried  in  Hope- 
well Cemetery  along  with  John  Hart,  one  of  the  si;^niers  of  the 
declaration  for  which  he  fought.  Subjects  maternal  grandfather,  Ira 
Stout,  was  bom  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  which 
was  sent  to  quell  the  <«Whiskey  Insurrection.**  Jacob  Drake  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  in  1850,  where  William  P.  was  reared  to  manhood, 
he  remaining  with  and  assisting  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  he 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  His  education  w  as  in  keep- 
ing with  liie  facilities  afforded  the  children  of  his  da}  .  August  17, 
1852,  his  marriage  with  Catharine  Strock  was  solemnized.  The 
year  following  the}-  emigrated  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County,  of  which 
they  have  since  continued  residents.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children,  these  two  now  living:  George  W.,  who  mar- 
ried Laura  Bayles,  and  Eli  T.,  who  married  Magdaline  Butler,  now 
deceased.  Mr.  Drake  has  been  uniformly  successful  in  his  vocation 
of  farming,  owning  248  acres  of  well-improved  land.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Lodge,  No.  365, 
located  at  Roann.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  an  election  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Town- 
ship Trustee,  tilling  both  positions  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
individuals  whose  suffrages  elected  him. 

JBSSE  ELLIOTT  (farmer)  is  a  native  of  North  CaroUna, 
where  he  was  bom  December  4,  18 17.  His  parents — Jesse  and 
Rachel  (Jordan)  Elliott — of  Scotch  parentage,  emigrated  to  Ohio 
about  1830,  where  they  lived  until  the  death  of  the  father,  when 
the  mother  went  to  live  with  her  daughter  in  Iowa,  remaining 
there  until  her  death.  Our  subject  was  mostly  reared  in  his  native 
State,  recdving  a  very  limited  education.  In  184B  he  emigrated 
to  Grant  County,  living  there  until  1859,  when  he  purchased  and 
removed  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.   August,  184^  he 
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married  Hannah  B.  Davis,  by  whom  he  is  the  father  of  these 

six  living  children :  Henderson,  who  married  Belle  Bellew;  Mary 
J.,  Sarah  E.,  Asbury,  Charles  M,  and  Julia  A.,  the  latter  now 
Mrs.  William  Kile.  Mr.  Elliott  has  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  he  has  met  with  ^ood  success,  owning  a  well 
improved  farm  of  103  acres.  His  son  iVsbury,  who  makes  his 
home  with  his  parents,  is  also  the  proprietor  of  40  acres.  The 
famihr  are  members  of  the  M.  £.  Church.  Mr.  £.  belongs  to 
.  the  Masonic  fraternity.    Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 

JAMES  FITES,  a  native  of  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
was  born  April  12,  1832,  the  son  of  Andrew  M.  and  Anna  M. 
^Whitmore)  Fites,  both  of  German  descent.  They  emigrated 
to  Ohio  in  1854,  coming  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  one  year 
later,  and  continuing  reagents  of  Perry  Township,  this  county, 
until  their  deaths.  James  remained  at  home  and  assisted 
his  parents  on  the  farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty 
vear.s,  receiving  a  common  education.  August,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  87th  Regiment  of  Indiana  \'olun- 
teer  Infantry,  where  he  served  until  December,  1863,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  March, 
1865,  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  K,  of  the  155th  Regiment  of 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  January  i,  1867,  his  marriage  with  Isabella,  daughter  of 
John  and  Marv  A.  (Clendunning)  Old,  was  solemnized.  Her 
parents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Miami  County,  com- 
mg  about  1837.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fites  five 
children  have  been  bom,  via:  Eliza  J.,  Richard,  Albert,  Elmer 
and  £lva,  the  last  two  twins.  Mr.  Fites  has  been  successful  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  now  owns  140  acres  of  land  in  a  good  con- 
dition. He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  £.  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

JOHN  GROGG,  one  of  the  few  of  Peny  Towndiip's  early 
settlers  yet  living,  is  a  native  of  Starke  County,  Ohio,  bom  May 
12,  1823,  the  youngest  of  a  feunily  of  ten  children  bom  to  John 
and  Esther  (Snyder)  Grogg,  who  were  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  Dutch  descent.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
reared  in  his  native  State,  receiving  a  limited  education  in  the 
primitive  log  school  houses  of  his  day.  At  the  age  of  fifteen, 
m  company  with  his  brother  and  two  brothers-in-law,  he  emigrated 
to  IVfiami  County,  locating  in  Perry  Township,  of  which  he  has 
since  remained  a  resident,  with  the  exception  of  three  years, 
during  which  time  he  lived  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio.  August 
5,  1847,  Miss  Mary  Mussleman  became  his  wife.  She  is  a  native 
of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  bora  November  11,  1824,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Susanna  (Walters)  Mussleman,  who  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Miami  County.   To  die  union  of 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gro^g  five  children  have  been  bom,  of  which  these 
three  arc  now  living:  John  II.,  who  married  Ida  Paul;  Sophia 
C,  wife  of  Samuel  King,  atid  B,  Frank,  whose  consort  was 
Anna  Morris.  The  deceased  childn  n  were  Jacob  a»d  an  infant 
unnamed.  In  his  life  vocation  of  farming,  Mr.  Grogg  has  Ken 
very  successful,  lie  is  the  proprietor  of  a  well  improved  farm 
of  218  acres,  which  he  accuumulated  by  his  own  industry  and 
economy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  I^olitic- 
ally,  he  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat. 

ANANIAS  II  ARM  AN  is  a  native  of  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  wlicre  he  was  born,  March  i,  1847,  being  the  second  child 
and  oldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  ^^Seitner)  Ilarman,  of  German 
descent,  both  natives  of  Penn83ivania.  They  emigrated  from  Ohio 
to  Indiana  and  Miami  County  in  1847,  settling  in  Perry  Township, 
of  w  hich  they  e\  er  afterwards  continued  residents.  The  former 
died  about  1S70.  Our  subject  remained  at  home  and  assisted  his 
parents  on  the  farm  until  he  attained  his  majoril\ .  He  recei\  ed  a 
limited  education,  such  as  the  facilities  of  those  days  afforded.  His 
father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  Ananias  followed  in  his  foot- 
steps, learning  that  trade,  at  which  he  worked  about  three  years, 
when  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  has  since  m  ide  his  occupa- 
tion. June  22,  1873,  his  marriage  with  Susanna  Miles  was  solemn- 
ized, and  to  their  union  two  children  have  been  born,  viz:  Minnie 
S.,  born  February  11,  1876,  and  Earl  Andrew,  born  March  17. 
1883.  Mrs.  Harman  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Swank) 
Wiles.  In  his  vocation  of  Arming  he  has  been  very  successful. 
He  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  151  acres  handsomely  improved.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Grod.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

JACOB  KESLING,  a  leadi.ig  citizen  of  Perry  Tounship, 
is  a  native  of  Warren  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  July 
6,  1820,  being  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  bom  to 
Peter  and  Laura  (Griffis)  Kesling,  who  were  natives  of  Rock- 
ingham County,  Virginia,  and  the  Province  of  Wales,  respec- 
tively. Their  marriage  occurred  in  Warren  County,  from 
whence  they  moved  to  Preble  Coutitx ,  the  same  State,  where 
thev  lived  tor  a  number  of  vears.  Thev  emigrated  to  Indiana 
and  Miami  County  about  1836,  settling  in  Perry  Township,  of 
which  they,  continued  residents  until  their  deaths.  Our  subject 
was  reared  on  the  farm,  remaining  at  home  with  and  assisting 
his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of  about  twentv-one.  when 
he  commenced  life's  battle  for  liiniself.  lie  had  acquired 
a  limited  education  in  the  primitive  log  school  houses  of  his 
time.  April  4,  1847,  his  marriage  with  Catharine  Haacken  was 
solemnised,  and  to  their  union  this  one  child  was  bom:  Andrew 
J.,  born  December  21,  1848,  and  died  September  7,  1853, 
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Mrs.  Kesliiif^  was  born  August  5,  1822,  the  daughter  of  John 
11.  and  Catharine  Haacken.  Our  subject  has  always  made  farm* 
ing  his  occupation  and  he  has  been  very  successfiU.  He  now 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  264  acres,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat.  Though 
he  has  frequently  been  importuned  to  run  for  SOme  political 
position,  he  has  persistently  refused. 

SAMUEL  KING,  an  enterprising  farmer  and  native  of  Perry 
Township,  was  born  August  21,  1848,  the  next  youngest  of 
eight  children  bom  to  George  and  Catharine  (Smith)  King, 
the  former  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1809.  He  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  about  1828,  halting  for  a  time  in  Buffalo,  New' 
York,  where  his  marriage  occurred:  thence  moved  to  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  until  1846,  when  he  came  to  Miami  Countv,  where  he 
lived  until  1875,  ^^l^cn  he  retired  from  active  farm  life  and  removed 
to  the  village  of  Akron,  Pulton  County.  His  good  old  wife,  the 
sharer  of  his  jo3rs  and  sorrows,  died  December,  1883,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  sevens-seven  years.  Samuel  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
homi'  farm,  receiving  a  limited  education.  August  6,  1S72.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Catharine  Grogg,  by  whom  he  fs  the  father 
of  these  four  living  children:  James  F.,  Mary  C,  Charles  E.  and 
Martin  L.  Mr.  Kmg  is  a  successful  agriculturist,  the  owner  of  141 
acres  of  improved  land.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Lutheran  Church.    Politicallv  he  is  a  Democrat. 

ALLEN  KRIEG.  one  of  the  largest  and  most  extensive  farm- 
ers in  Perry  Township,  was  Ixjrn  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylva- 
nia, September  29,  181 7,  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Gouers)  Krieg, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  they  remt^ved 
to  Ohio  in  1837,  and  after  a  reeodence  there  of  nine  years*  duration, 
came  on  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County,  where  they  lived  until  their 
death,  the  mother  dying  in  i86r.  and  the  father  in  1872.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  in  his  native  State,  receiving  a  limited  education. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  and  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  there,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  until  1855,  when  he  fol- 
lowed his  parents  to  IVfiami  County  and  purchased  a  farm,  and  has 
since  that  time  made  farming  his  principal  occupation,  being  v  ery 
successful,  owning  about  988  acres  of  improved  land,  all  the  fruits 
of  his  own  indu.strv  and  economv.  October  1841,  Catherine 
Wverhach  became  his  wife.  .-\s  a  result  of  this  union  five  children 
were  born,  these  four  now  living:  Elizabeth,  w^ife  of  Samuel  Zim- 
merman; Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Jacob  Mohler;  William,  who  married 
Eda  Shoemaker,  and  Enos.  August  22,  1877,  he  suffered  the 
bereavement  of  loosing  his  beloved  wife.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

CORNELIirS  LOW,  a  leading  agriculturist  of  Perry  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey,  and  was 
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born  August  21,  181 8,  the  fifth  of  eight  children  born  to  Cor- 
nelius and  Elizabeth  Baker j  Low,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
born  respectively  September  25,  1783,  and  October  8,  1784. 
Benjamin  Low,  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Dutch 
descent.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  as 
did  Timothy  Hakc  r.  subject's  maternal  t^randfalher.  Cornelius, 
son  of  benjamin  Low,  emigrated  to  Ohyj  in  1836,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  21,  1870.  His  wife 
died  March  8,  1869.  Their  son,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remained  at  home  with  them  until  he  bad  attained  the 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  vtars,  receiving  a  common  school  educa- 
tion. April  24,  1845,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sophronia 
Beard,  becoming  by  her  the  father  of  six  children,  named  as  fol-  * 
lows:  Quitnby,  who  married  Emma  Stroop,  Delpha,  Ohio,  now 
Mrs.  F.  (j.  Lukens;  John,  whose  wife  was  Saloma  Lwignecker: 
Alonzo  L..  who  espousrd  Anger  Goss;  Bettie.  wife  of  Joseph 
Martindale.  The  deceased  child  was  Maria  B.,  died  April  25, 
1884.  Mr.  Low  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  this  county  in  1853, 
purchasing  and  settling  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He 
has  met  with  great  success.  He  is  still  the  propri^or  of  83 
acres  of  tine  land,  and  at  one  time  owned  about  900  acres,  but 
he  has  divided  his  real  estate  among  his  children,  starling  each 
in  life  with  a  good  farm.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Churdi.   Politically,  he  IS  a  Democrat* 

CHARLES  LUCKENBILL,  an  active  dtiwn  of  Perr\'  Town- 
ship,  is  a  native  of  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
born  December  29,  1840,  being  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  sixteen 
children  born  to  Solomon  and  Mar\'  (  Fesler)  Luckenbill.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  in  his  native  Stale,  remaining  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty  \  ears.  He  received  a  Um- 
ited  education.  Realizing  the  necessity  of  the  preservation  of  our 
union  he  enlisted  September  21,  tS6t,  in  Company  F,  93d  Penn- 
sylvania V^olunteer  Infantry,  as  a  j^rivate,  from  which  he  became 
Corporal  of  his  company.  He  served  until  1864,  when  he  veteran- 
ized, re-enlisted  in  uie  same  company  and  resiment,  serving  until 
December  28,  1864,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  dis- 
ability. He  was  present  and  participated  in  the  following  import- 
ant engagements:  Williamsburg,  White  Oak  Swamps,  Malvern 
Hill,  in  the  seven  days'  fight  there;  Fairfax  Court  House,  Antie- 
tam,  Kelly  Fork,  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Church,  Gettysburg,  Mine 
Run,  and  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where  he  was  wounded  in 
two  places,  while  aiming  to  fire,  a  ball  passed  through  his  arm  and 
jaw;  the  latter  was  a  very  severe  wound,  and  it  se\en  months 
before  lu  ree<)\  ered  suthciently  to  be  dicharged  from  ilu;  hospital, 
and  then  he  suffered  greatly  for  several  years.  In  1865  he  emi- 
grated to  Indiana  and  AGami  County,  working  over  a  year  as  a 
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farm  hand,  when  he  purchased  hind,  and  has  ever  since  lived  in 
this  county.  August  i6,  1866,  his  marriage  with  Margaret  Jamison 
was  solemnized,  and  to  their  union  live  children  were  bom,  viz: 
Lewis  A..  Elhi,  Anna,  Alonzo  and  Lorenzo.  February,  1876,  Mr. 
Luckenbill  suffered  the  bereavement  of  losin*^  his  beloved  wife. 
November,  1876,  his  niarria^^^e  with  Cynthia  A.  Harden  was  cele- 
brated.  His  occupation  lias  always  been  farming,  and  he  has  been 
ver^'  successful.  He  now  owns  120  acres  of  well  improved  land, 
which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own  industr}-  and  economy.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  always  manifested  a  j^^ood  li\e  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  county  and  comnmnity  in  which  he  lives, 
where  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  Who  know  him. 

HUGH  MILLER,  farmer  and  pioneer,  of  Perry  Township, 
yet  living,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  December 
12,  f8i2,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Esther  (Harper)  Miller,  who  were 
natives  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ireland  respectively. 
Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  state,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-tw  o  years.  He  obtained  a  good 
education  considering  the  facilities  afforded  in  those  days.  In  1827 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade,  his  apprenticeship 
continuing  four  years.  He  was  enj^'a<;ed  in  plvinj^r  hjs  ad(>]>ted 
vocation  in  his  native  and  Starke  County,  Ohio,  until  1^41,  when 
he  came  to  Indiana  and  purchased  land  in  Miami  County.  He  then 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  two  years  subsequent,  again  camb  to  Miami 
County,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  November,  183$, 
Judith  GrofTg  became  his  wife,  and  b\  lier  he  is  the  father  of  ten 
children,  eight  now  living,  viz:  Joseph,  who  niiyried  Sarah  Rhodes, 
since  deceased;  Cynthia,  widow  of  R.  P.Johnson;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Daniel  King;  Miranda,  consort  of  Jonas  Rhodes;  Noah,  (see 
sketoh),  Benjamin  F.,  Anneta  and  Richard,  who  married  Melissa 
Miller.  Since  184 1  Mr.  Miller  has  made  farming  his  occupa- 
tion and  has  been  uniformh  successful.  He  now  owns  250  acres 
of  well  improved  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  under  me  old  State  constitution  he  was 
honored  w  ith  an  apjiointment  to  the  po«don  of  Township  Trustee. 

NOAH  MILLER,  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  Perry 
Township,  and  native  of  that  township,  was  born  April  16,  1848, 
the  son  of  Hugh  and  Judith  (Grogg)  Miller  ^see  sketch).  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  and  assisted  his  parents  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-five  3'ears  of  age,  receiving  a  good 
education  in  the  schools  at  Gilead;  under  W.  W.  Lock  Wood,  as 
instructor,  he  became  sufficiently  proficient  to  enable  him  to  secure 
a  h'cense  to  teach,  which  he,  however,  only  followed  for  one  term  of 
four  months.  He  then  adopted  the  vocation  of  farming,  in  which 
he  has  met  with  good  success.    He  is  the  proprietor  of  117  acres 
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of  well-improved  land.  October  23.  1873,  Harriet,  dauj^hter  of 
Daniel  Slioeniaker,  became  his  wife.  She  was  born  April  14,  1850. 
To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  two  children  have  been  born — 
Nettie,  born  September  i,  1875,  and  Nellie,  born  February  2,  1877. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  but  is  now  on  demit.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  always  manifesting  a  good  live 
interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  county  and  community  in  which 
he  lives,  where  he  has  been  honored  with  an  election  to  the  position 
of  County  Commisaoner. 

JOSHUA  MURPHY,  deceased,  was  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  Indiana,  where  he  was  born  January  22,  1820.  He 
\>ris  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Margaret  (Chamness)  Murphy.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  and  married  there 
October  19,  1836,  Miss  Tacy  Shoemaker,  daughter  of  Ezekiel 
and  Margaret  (Weber)  Shoemaker.  She  was  bom  Januar}  29, 
181 7.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  eleven  children 
were  bom,  of  which  these  eight  are  now  living:  Susan,  wife 
of  Edward  Husick:  Emily,  now  Mrs.  David  Fetrow:  Milion, 
who  married  Lizzie  E.  Antrim;  Amos,  whose  wife  was  Lydia. 
Hoover;  Lewis,  whose  consort  was  Elizabeth  Tombaugh;  Oli- 
ver, who  married  Emma  R.  Doud:  Ellen,  wife  of  Henry 
Whisler,  and  Nelson,  married  to  Lucinda  Blackburn.  He  was 
a  man  with  a  limited  education,  the  facilities  of  the  days 
when  he  attended  school  being  poor.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Friends'  Church,  and  always  lived,  a  true  and  devout 
Chrisdan  life.  He  died  September  12,  1882,  and  in  his  death 
the  community  lost  an  honored  and  respected  citizen,  one  whose 
memory  will  alwavs  be  revered  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  1841 
he  made  his  settltmenl  in  Miami  County,  purchasing  a  tract 
of  eight}  acres,  which  was  then  a  wilderness  of  woods,  he  hav- 
ing to  chop  his  road  out  in  order  to  reach  the  land.  He  was 
a  successful  farmer,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  360  acres 
of  improved  land.  Oliver  now  occupies  the  home  farm,  which 
has  never  been  divided.  To  him  and  wife  three  childien  have 
been  born,  as  follows:  Mertie,  Nina  M.  and  Maneita.  He  is  a 
young  and  enterprising  farmer,  and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of 
Ferry  Township*8  most  substantial  citizens.  In  addition  to  his 
share  of  his  father's  estate,  he  owns  forty  acres  of  land. 

JOSEPHUS  NORMAN  is  a  native  of  Randolph  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  born  December  ,^0,  1829,  being  the  sev- 
enth in  a  famil}  of  ten  children  born  to  Larken  and  Nancv  A. 
(Shoemaker)  Norman,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee resj>ectively.  They  settied  in  Randolph  County  in  an 
e.ulx  day,  from  whence  they  remoxed  to  Grant,  and  then  in 
1*538  to  Miami  County,  locating  in  Perr\  Township,  near  Stock- 
dale,  living  in  that  vicinity  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Norman,  which 
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occurred  in  1861.  There  the  mother  of  our  subject  lived  on  the 
farm  of  Joseph\is  until  her  death,  which  took  place  in  1876. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  received  a 
common  education,  such  as  the  facilities  of  his  day  afforded. 
January  27,  1856,  his  marriage  with  Sarah  Ranck  was  solemn- 
i/A'd,  and  to  iheir  union  t  le\  en  children  were  born,  of  w  hich 
these  eight  are  now  living:  John  F.,  who  married  Mary  E. 
Smith;  'Miles  O.,  whose  wJe  was  Martha  Enyart;  Cynthia  C, 
now  Mrs.  John  W.  Cleland:  Milo  J.,  Alonzo  A.,  Sarah  C,  Eliz- 
•  abeth  E.  and  Rosetta.  October  30th,  187S.  Mr.  Norman 
suffered  the  bereavement  of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  He  lias 
alwavs  made  farming  his  occupation,  and  lie  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  now  owns  120  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He 
aJso  owns  and  operates  a  threshing  machine.  In  poUtics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  always  manifests  a  good,  live  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  county  and  communit}*  in  which  he  lives, 
where  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

HENRY  SAUSAM  AN,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Perry  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Starke  County,  Ohio,  born  March  31,  1833; 
the  next  to  youngest  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  John  and 
Catharine  (Charet)  Sausaman,  who  were  both  natives  of  Penns}*!- 
vania,  from  whence  they  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1830.  The  former 
died  in  1845,  when  Henrj'  was  but  twelve  years  old,  leaving  him  to 
carve  a  fortune  for  himself.  He  had,  up  to  that  time,  received  very 
little  schooling  and  sub.sequeiUly  got  still  less.  Thus  tie  obtained  a 
very  Umited  education.  He  engaged  as  a  farm  hand,  and,  by  dim  of 
his  own  industry  and  econom}*,  accumulated  sufficient  to  pur^ 
chase  a  farm  of  his  own,  August  25,  1855,  his  marriage  with 
Catharine  Feller  was  solemnised,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  ten  children,  viz:  Thomas  J.,  who  married  Flora  Huffman; 
Marv  A.,  Edward  F.,  Urias  B.,  Esther  E.,  wife  of  Enos  Swihart; 
Lydia  A..  Daniel  M.,  Albert  11.,  Sarah  J.,  and  Melissa  C.  In  1864 
he  emigrated  to  Miami  County  and  settled  on  the  form  where  he 
now  lives.  In  his  vocation  of  farming  he  has  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful, now  owning  160  acres  of  well  improved  land.  In  politics 
Mr.  Sausaman  is  a  Democrat. 

PROF.  JACOB  TATE,  teacher  in  the  public  schools  at 
Gilead,  a  native  of  Rush  County,  Indiana,  born  January  16,  1848,  is 
the  eldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  William  and  Leanna 
(Mincks)  Tate,  who  were  natives  of  Bedford  and  Green  Counties, 
Fennsylvania,  respectively.  Their  parents  emigrated  to  Indiana  in 
a  very  early  day.  Subject's  father  sellled  in  Miami  County  about 
1S53,  of  w  hich  he  continued  a  resident  until  his  death,  which  occurred, 
March  7,  187 1.  He  was  a  blacksmith  bv  tradt-.  served  his  countrv 
gallantly  during  the  entire  war,  enlisting  in  18O1  in  Company  A, 
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39th  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  subsequently  beciune  the  8th 
Cavalry.  He  watf  with  Sherman  on  his  March  to  the  Sea,  and  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  ongagennents  incident  to  tliat  campaign.  Our 

immediate  subject  always  made  his  home  with  his  parents,  and.  upon 
the  death  of  his  fnther.  became  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother. 
He  received  a  common  school  education.  He  has  always  made 
teaching  his  occupation,  in  which  profe»iion  he  has  been  eminently 
successlul,  ranking  as  om  of  the  best  instructors  of  Miami  .County. 
Is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.    In  politics  an  ardent  RepuUican. 

HEZEKIAH  TOMBAUGH,  native  of  Perry  Township,  was 
born  June  16,  1853,  being  the  elder  of  two  children  born  to  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  (Swihart)  Tombaugh.  George  Tom- 
baugh,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  October  28, 
1796.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  He  married  there  Susanna  Mvers,  by  whom  he  was  the 
father  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Lucinda,  born  No\ember  22, 
1820;  Elizabeth,  born  April  9,  1822;  Isaiah,  born  May  11,  1824; 
Levi,  bom  July  7,  1826;  Aaron,  bom  November  14,  1828;  Mai^' 
Ann,  born  .\pril  3,  1831;  Sussana  M,  born  February  9,  1834; 
Geor<;e  \V.,  born  December  24,  1837:  Jacob  M.,  bom  May  7,  1840. 
He,  with  his  familv.  moved  to  Ohio  in  1831:  one  year  later  he 
removed  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County,  first  settling  near  Mexico, 
living  there  one  year,  when  he  moved  to  Perry  Township,  of  which 
he  continued  a  resident  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880. 
His  first  wife  died  October  14,  1850.  He  was  subsequently  (March  • 
6,  1851)  married  to  Elizabeth  (Thomas  )  Swihart,  widow  of  Jona- 
than Swihart.  To  this  marriage  two  children  were  born,  Hezekiah, 
our  subject,  and  Rebecca,  February  18, 1856.  Mr.  Tombaugh  always 
followed  farming,  in  which  he  was  successful.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Dunkard  Church,  and  always  lived  a  true  Christian.  He  united 
with  that  church  in  183 1.  Our  immediate  subject  has  always  lived 
at  the  old  homestead.  He  received  a  good  common  school  education. 
September  12,  1875,  his  marriage  with  Catherine  M.  Heddleson  was 
solemnized,  and  to  thdr  union  two  children  were  bora,  both  deceased. 
April  18,  187^  he  suffered  the  bereavement  of  losing  his  beloved 
wife.  February  21,  1883,  his  nuptials  with  Hannah  Speck  were 
celebrated,  to  whom  have  been  born  two  children,  George  E. 
and  Jessie.  He  has  always  made  farming  his  occupation,  and 
he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now  owns  124  acres  of  well- 
improved  land.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  always  manifests  a  good,  live 
interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  community,  where  he  was  hon- 
ored, in  1886,  by  an  election  to  the  othce  of  Township  Trustee. 

JOSEPH  H.  WAIT,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Perry  Township, 
was  bom  in  what  is  now  Allen  Township*  March  6,  1839.  ^ 
the  eldest  of  six  children  bom  to  Sullivan  and  Margaret  A.  (Woods) 
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Wait,  who  wore  natives  of  New  York  and  Kentucky,  respectivcK'. 
They  emigrated  to  Indiana  and  Miami  County  in  1838,  settlinj^  on 
the  farm  where  our  subject  was  born,  and  on  which  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  receiving  a  common  school  education  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  teach.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  July  2,  1861,  he  enh'sted 
in  Company  A,  26th  Indiana  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Infantry, 
where  he  served  with  distinction  until  January  15,  1866,  during 
which  time  he  participated  in  a  number  of  hard-fouglu  en^^^age- 
ments.  May  2,  1864,  ^'^"^^  united  in  marriage  to  Marietta  H. 
Wright,  b\-  whom  he  became  the  father  of  the  foUowing  named 
i  hildren:  William  S.,  Margaret,  Joetta,  Anna  A.,  Frank  H.,  Henry 
£.,  Earle,  Emma,  Laura  £.»  Carrie  M.,  and  Marietta.  Mr.  Wait 
made  farming  his  occupation  until  1870.  lie  then,  for  several 
years,  divided  his  attention  between  that  pursuit  and  selling  sewing 
machines.  From  1876  until  1885,  he  was  engaged  in  saw-milling; 
at  the  latter  date  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  a  fine  store  in  the  village  of  Gilead  enjoying  a 
thriving  and  remunerative  business.  November  28,  1881,  he  met 
with  the  misfortune  of  losing  his  beloved  wife.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternitv-  .\lthough  not  belonging  to  any  church,  he 
is  a  believer  in  the  hopes  of  a  Christian  religion,  and  may  always 
be  found  a  faithful  worker  in  the  Sunday-school.  In  politioi  he  is 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  was  twice  the  successful  candidate  of  his 
party  for  the  position  of  Township  Trustee,  filling  that  oflice  in  a 
very  creditable  manner,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  con- 
stituency. 

J.VMES  WILDMAN,  an  old  and  respected  citizen  of  Perry 
Township,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Indiana,  April  15, 
181 7,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children  bom  to  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Underwood )  Wildman,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky,  respectively.  They  emigrated  to  Miami  County 
in  1838.  Two  years  later  they  pre-emptefl  a  tract  of  land  in 
Perry  Township,  where  they  lived  until  their  deaths.  The  im- 
mediate subject  of  our  sketch  has  always  lived  at  the  old  home* 
stead.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education  were  in 
those  days  very  limited,  and  his  help,  which  was  needed  in 
clearing  away  the  forest  and  putting  the  land  in  a  state  to  cul- 
tivate, kept  him  from  taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  that 
were  afforded,  hence  he  obtained  no  education.  October  25, 
x866,  his  marriage  with  Anna  E.  Carlisle  was  solemnized.  To 
their  union  these  three  chilldren  have  been  bom:  Carey,  bora 
August  d,  1868;  Leroy,  born  October  20»  1870,  and  Alta,  born 
November  23,  1872.  Mr.  Wildman  is  a  successful  farmer,  and 
the  owner  of  120  acres  of  land  in  good  condition.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 
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WILLIAM  E.  WOOLLEY  (farmer),  of  Perry  Township, 
wa»  bom  in  Alleghany  Countyt  Pennsylvania,  October  20,  1816, 

the  son  and  third  of  twelve  children  born  to   Amos  and  Anna- 
(Ellis)  Woolley,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey,  of  German  descent. 
They  emigrated  to  and  settled  in  Indiana  about  1846.    The  subject 
of  our  sketch  learned   the   wagonmaking  trade  with  his  father, 
and  followed  that  business  until  he  came  to  Indiana.   In  early 
life  he  received  a  common  education,  one  in    keeping  with  the 
facilities  afforded  in  those  days.    June  29.  1S39.   he   was  united 
in  marriage   with  Jane   Cassel.    To  their   union   three  children 
were  born,  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Levi    Cam,   being   the  only  sur- 
viving one.    John  N.,  a  son  by  this  marriage,  lost  his  life  in  the 
service  of  his  country  at  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June 
27,  1864.    Mrs.  Woolley  died  January  29,   1845.    January  28, 
1847,  Sarah  T.  Lewis  became  his  wife.    Bv  her  he  is  the  father 
of  ten  children,  these  eight  now  living:    Jennie  C,  wife  of  Bra- 
zil Fagan;  Alexander  H.,  who  married  Ailie  Pa.xton;  Gilbert  L., 
Alice,  consort  of  Burch  Doud;  Cora  B.,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Cool; 
Clara  M.,  wife  of  Milo  VanLeer;  William  E.  and  Elizabeth. 
January  21,  1879,         Woolley  again  suffered  the  bereavement 
of  losing  his  wife.    I  lis  vocation,  since  coming  to   Indiana,  has 
been  farming,  in  which  he   has   bi'en   uniformly  successful.  He 
is  the  proprietor  of  122  acres  of  improved  land  in  Miami  County 
and  64  acres  located  in  Henry  County,  Ohio.    In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  been  honored'  with  an  election  to  the 
ofBces  of  Township  Assessor  and  Trustee. 


CHAPTER  kVil. 

« 

Pipe  Creek  Township — ^Physical  Dbscriptign — ^Era  op  Set- 
tlement—  Churches  —  Lbonda  —  Bunker  Hill  —  Bio- 
(SRAPHicAL  Sketches. 

PIPE  CREEK  TOWNSHIP  joins  Cass  County  on  the  west, 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Wabash  Ri\  er,  on  the  east 
by  Washington  Township,  and  on  the  south  by  Deer  Creek  Town- 
ship. It  is  about  seven  mites  from  the  extreme  northern  to  the 
southern  limits,  four  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  includes  an  area  of 
about  twenty-seven  square  miles,  all  of  which  lie  in  Congressional 
Town^liip  26,  North,  Ranges  3  and  4,  East.  The  country  enjoys 
excellent  water  privileges.    The  largest  stream — Pipe  Creek,  after 
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which  the  township  was  named — enters  from  the  east  about  one  and 
a  quarter  miles  north  of  the  southern  boundary,  and  flows  a  north- 
westerly course,  leaving  from  Section  ri,  two  miles  south  of  the 
Wabash  River.  This  water  course,  w  ith  its  affluents,  affords  ample 
draina<;e  for  the  greater  part  of  the  township.  Little  Pipe  Creek, 
a  stream  of  considerable  importance,  flows  through  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  township,  while  several  small  creeks,  rising  near  the 
central  part,  flow  a  northerly  direction  into  the  Wabash.  The  sur- 
face of  the  township  is  equally  diversified  with  hills  and  valleys,  bot- 
tom lands  in  certain  localities  along  the  streams,  and  considerable 
stretches  of  level  and  rolling  country.  The  lands  of  Pipe  Creek 
Township  are  proverbial  for  line  crops,  the  soil  a  deep,  black  loam, 
or  some  parts  loam  mixed  with  da}',  and,  in  others,  sand  mixed — all 
lying  favorable  for  natural  drainage,  and  consequently  dry  and  easily 
tilled.  Few  sections  of  the  county  are  so  well  adapted  to  fruit  cul- 
ture, apples,  peaches,  pears,  grapes,  etc.,  being  generallv  eultivated 
in  profusion,  and  when  not  cut  off  by  the  late  frost,  are  a  source  of 
considerable  profit  to  the  grower.  The  country  at  one  time  was 
covered  with  an  abundance  of  fine  timber,  but  the  demands  of  trade 
have  thinned  out  the  more  valuable  varieties.  Large  areas  of  wood- 
land still  remain,  however,  which,  if  judiciou.sly  used,  will  be  sutli- 
cient  for  all  practical  [)urposes  for  many  years  to  conie.  For  trans- 
portation of  country  products  the  L  P.  &  C.  Railroad  passes 
through  the  township  from  north  to  south,  while  the  Bradford  divi- 
sion of  the  Pan  Handle  crosses  the  southern  part  from  east  to  west. 

iliUorical. — The  earliest  settlements  in  Pipe  Creek  Township 
were  made  about  tlu'  \'ear  1838  or  ^^9.  but  it  is  a  matter  of  consid- 
erable doubt  as  to  who  was  the  ac  tual  pi(ineer.  .\ccoriling  to  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Brandt,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the  township 
almost  continuously  since  1 841,  the  honoris  justly  due  one  John 
Wilson,  who  made  a  settlement  on  Pipe  Creek  where  Joseph  Shep- 
lar  now  li\  es,  some  time  in  one  of  the  abo\  e  years.  But  little  is 
known  of  Mr.  Wilson,  save  that  he  w  a^  a  hunter  rathei"  than  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  and  that  he  sold  his  claim  in  a  abort  time  to  a  Mr.  Finnev, 
and  emigrated  to  one  of  the  W'estern  States.  John  iJelzner  was  per- 
haps the  next  actual  settler.  He  located  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  township,  on  the  Wallick  place,  but  subsequently  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Washington  Tow  nship,  w  here  he  is  still  li\  ing.  Joel  Julian 
came  in  1839  '4^  '"^^^  located  near  Pipe  Creek,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  township,  chosing  for  his  home  the  land  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mortimer  Smith.  Mr.  Julian  died  in  a  ver^  early  day, 
and  his  widow  afterwards  married  Atexander  Abrahams,  wliio  was 
also  a  pioneer  of  the  township.  Michael  Stroop,  Sr.,  settled  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  township,  early  in  the  forties,  and  made  his  tir.st 
improvement  on  the  farm  now  in  pos.session  of  his  .son.  He  died  in 
a  short  time  after  coming  to  the  country.    His  son,  Michael  Stroop, 
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Jr..  was  an  early  settler  also.  In  the  vear  1841  Isaac  Vandorn  set- 
tled near  Pipe  Creek,  in  the  central  part  of  the  township,  and  was 
an  honored  reddent  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  winter  of 
1885.  The  place  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  Andrew 
Vandorn.  'Willian  Clark  moved  to  the  central  part  of  the  township 
about  the  year  iRfi  and  located  a  home  on  the  farm  owned  at  thr 
time  by  Jacob  Shively.  His  death  in  an  early  dav  was  one  of  the 
first  events  of  the  kind  in  the  township.  Another  early  settler 
whose  arrival  is  said  to  have  been  in  1840  or  '41,  was  Moses  Lari- 
mer, who  purchased  and  settled  on  land  adjacent  to  the  town  of 
Bunker  Hill.  Maston  Thomas  and  his  father  were  early  settlers  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  township,  where  the  former  Still  resides, 
moving  to  that  localitv  in  1840  or  '41. 

Prominent  among  the  arrivals  of  the  latter  year,  was  Jacob 
Brandt,  who  settled  on  land  which  his  fether,  Martin  Brandt,  had 
previously  entered  in  Section  14.  Mr.  Brandt  moved  to  his  pur- 
chase a  little  later,  and  for  a  period  of  over  forty  years  has  been  one 
of  Pipe  Creek's  most  intelligent  and  trustworthy  citizens.  He  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  township, 
and  lor  several  years  was  prominently  identiiied  with  its  educational 
interests.  Joab  Mendenhidl  settied  near  the  Deer  Creek  Township 
line  in  1841,  locating  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel  Duck  wall. 
Upon  this  place  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shively,  a  brother-in-law  of 
Mr.  Vandorn,  had  previously  "  squatted,"  and  between  him  and  Mr. 
Mendenhall  a  bitter  dispute  arose  as  to  who  had  the  best  right  to 
the  claim.  From  words  the  quarrel  merged  into  more  hostile  dem- 
onstrations, and  Mr.  Mendenhall  bemg  the  stronger  man  of  the  two, 
finally  succeeded  in  ousting  his  rivu,  who  took  his  departure  for 
other  and  safer  quarters.  James  Petty  settled  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  township,  early  in  the  forties,  but  soon  afterwards  sold  his 
improvement  to  a  Mr.  Cripe,  and  purchased  what  is  now  the  Crar- 
nand  farm  on  Pipe  Creek.  David  Can*  moved  to  the  northern  part 
of  the  township,  as  early  as  1843,  and  the  same  year  Mr.  Winters, 
and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Watts,  settled  on  the  Duck  w  all  farm, 
near  Bunker  Hill.  The  last  two  being  unable  to  enter  the  land,  soon 
moved  from  the  coimtry.  The  first  improvements  on  the  Jacob 
Brandt  farm  were  made  about  the  year  1841  by  James  A.  Lewis,  a 
transient  settler,  who  sold  his  claim  soon  after  to  Martin  Brandt  and 
located  a  home  on  Little  Deer  Creek.  Jerry  Shaffer  setded  in  the 
east  part  of  the  township,  on  Little  Pipe  Creek,  as  early  as  1842, 
and  \vas  joined  the  same  year  by  Isaac  Marquis,  who  improved  an 
adjoining  farm. 

Among  the  settlers  of  1843  were  the  following:  John  and 
Peter  Redd,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township,  on  tihe  Clark 
farm;  Jacob  Pottarff,  on  the  Maunr  farm,  eastern  part  of  the 
township,  where  he  operated  a  blacksmith  shop  in  an  early  day; 
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Mr.  Burr,  on  the  Oldfathcr  farm;  James  McGintiis,  near  Bunker 
Hill;  Herman  Spermbarger,  near  the  eastern  boundary;  Henr}' 
Crabby  central  part  oi  the  township,  where  S.  Need  now  lives; 
Godfrey  Helderly,  on  the  David  Snideman  farm;  Daniel  Rife, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  township,  on  land  belonging  to  his 
son,  Jacob  Rife:  John  and  Eli  Oliver,  on  the  Duckwall  farm, 
near  the  town  of  Hunker  Hill.  As  early  as  1844  there  were 
living  within  the  present  limits  of  the  township,  additional  to 
those  enumerated,  the  following  settlers,  to-wit:  Robert  Jennis, 
on  the  Arnold  place,  near  Pipe  creek;  Noah  Townsend,  in  the 
western  part;  Frederick  Keller,  eastern  part  of  the  township, 
and  Rev.  Samuel  Dewese,  about  one  mile  west  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Samuel  Durand  made  a  tour  of  Pipe  Creek  Township  in  the 
year  1837,  and  the  year  following  laid  claim  to  what  is  now  the 
AVisinger  farm,  near  the  Wabash  rive^,  in  Section  i.  He  sub- 
sequently purchased  this  place,  and  moved  his  family  to  their 
new  home  in  the  wilderness  earlv  in  the  forties.  In  addition  to 
farming,  Mr.  Durand  early  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
potash,  which  business  he  carried  on  with  gratifying  success  for 
several  years. 

In  1844  and  '4$  the  townslup  was  rapidly  settled  by  a  class 

of  substantial  men,  among  whom  are  remembered  the  following: 
John  Miller  and  Frederick  Keller,  near  the  Washington  Town- 
ship line;  David  Gray,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill;  L.  V. 
Shirley,  central  part  of  the  township;  William  Parker  and  Cor- 
nelius Cain,  western  part;  Charles  Luy,  in  Section  i;  David  A. 
Carr,  Cyrus  G.  Carr,  Daniel  B.  l^ler,  Henry  Brcoks  and 
Thomas  Skillman,  all  in  Secticm  3,  Township  26  North,  Range  3 
East;  Lorenzo  Shirley,  in  central  part;  Thomas  Ken  worth  v  and 
John  Beesley,  on  Pipe  Creek.  The  following  were  early  set- 
tlers, to-wit:  George  Warner,  John  W.  Vance,  Bernard  Van- 
dom,  Stephen  Abrahams,  Thomas  Dillard,  Benjamin  Hann,  David 
and 'John  Cain,  Allen  Jones,  Mr.  Hoover,  £.  Jones,  N.  D. 
Nicoles,  Philip  Raredon,  Samuel  Jones,  George  Vore,  John  Reed, 
Alexander  Clark,  David  Chronister,  Harvey  Hoover,  Stephen  Cle- 
mens, David  Striker,  Cornelius  Sullivan,  B.  F.  Chaspie,  Leonard 
Boniface,  Jos.  Sullivan,  Samuel  Sullivan,  John  Barker,  David  L. 
Bryson,  Isaac  H.  Haynes,  George  Wright,  John  Hann,  Rueben 
Shenebarger,  Stephen  Metsger,  Samuel  Bryson,  William  G.  Van- 
dom,  John  Duckwall,  David  Duckwall  and  Samuel  Murray. 

J//7/5,  ^/r.— "  At  an  early  date,  probably  about  1836,  a  saw 
mill  was  built  near  the  present  .site  of  Wallick's  mill,  on  Little  Pipe 
Creek,  by  an  Indian  named  Frank  Godfroy."  It  was  a  primitive 
affair,  and  for  several  years  manufactured  lumber  for  the  Indians. 
Jacob  Betzner  subsequendy  became  proprietor  and  operated  it  with 
iak  success,  early  in  the  forties.   It  fell  mto  decay  tnany  years  ago, 
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and  at  this  time  no  vestige  remains  to  mark  the  sjiot  upon  which 
the  huildin<:j  stood.  In  the  year  1854,  Martin  Brandt  erected  a  saw 
mill  on  Pipe  Creek,  Section  14,  wiiich  he  operated  for  a  period  of 
four  years.  It  was  then  purchased  by  John  and  Daniel  Rife,  who 
run  it  for  a  number  of  years,  doin^  a  very  successful  business  the 
greater  part  of  the  time.  John  and  Jacob  Rife  operated  it  as  part- 
ners for  some  time,  and  later  Jacob  became  sole  owner.  The  mill 
ceased  operations  about  the  year  1876.  John  Duck  wall,  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  erected  a  saw  mill  on  Pipe  Creek,  where  his  present 
miU  now  stands,  one  mile  northwest  of  Bunker  Hill,  with  which  he 
did  an  extensive  and  lucrative  lumber  business.  Five  years  later 
he  erected  a  fiourin^^-mill,  on  adjacent  ground,  which  he  operated 
in  connection  with  liis  lumber  interests  until  Jatniar}',  1857,  when 
both  mills  were  completely  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a  loss  of  over 
$5,000.  Mr.  Duck  wall  rebuilt  the  saw-mill  in  1858,  and  in  1876 
erected  the  present  large  frame  grist  mill,  which,  after  having  been 
remodeled  several  times  and  supplied  with  machinery  of  the  latest 
improved  grades  of  flour,  is  now  one  of  the  best  mills  in  Miami 
County.  It  is  operated  b\  both  water  and  steam  power,  has  a 
capacity  of  seventy-live  barrels  per  da^ ,  and  manufactures  flour  for 
both  local  and  general  trade.  The  saw-mill  is  operated  on  quite  an 
extensive  scale,  and  in  addition  to  sawing  lumber  is  supplied  with  a 
planing  mill  and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  wagon  felloes, 
lath,  fence  pickets  and  various  other  articles. 

About  the  vear  1855  or  '56,  Henrv  Knell  buill  a  mill  on  Pipe 
Creek,  on  land  owned  at  this  time  by  Christopher  Shiveley.  It  was 
a  saw-mill,  with  a  corn  cracker  attached,  and  stood  until  about  the 
year  1871.  Thomas  Kelhworthy,  abbut  the  year  1 856,  erectecia  saw- 
mill on  Pipe  Creek,  about  one-half  mile  below  the  Duckw^  mill, 
and  operated  it  for  a  period  of  six  or  eight  years,  when  he  sold  OUt 
to  D.  B.  Shively.  The  latter  built  a  flouring  mill  on  the  same  spot 
in  1872,  which  was  subsequently  purchased  and  torn  away  by  John 
Duckwall.  The  W  aiiick  flouring  mill  on  Little  Pipe  Creek,  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  townsliip,  was  erected  early  in  the  lifties. 
The  original  building,  a  small  structure  furnished  with  insufficient 
machinery,  was  subsequently  enlarged,  and  became,  in  course  of 
time,  one  of  the  most  successful  mills  in  the  countv  south  of  the 
Wabash.  It  is  still  in  operation,  though  not  upon  quite  so  extensive 
a  scale  as  formerly. 

In  an  early  day  Charles  Luy  built  a  distillery  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  township,  on  what  is  now  the  Shepler  farm.  He  ope- 
rated it  with  encouraging  success  for  several  years,  but  sub6e> 
quently  sold  to  other  parties,  who  allowed  it  to  fall  into  disuse. 

C/iitrr/iCf.  -The  religious  historv  of  Pipe  Creek  Township 
dates  from  about  the  year  1843,  at  which  time  divine  worship  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  Isaac  Vandom  by  Rev.  Matthew  Curr^-,  of 


uiyiii.ied  by  Google 


PIPE  CR££K  TOWNSHIP. 


74$ 


the  Methodist  Church.  **A  little  later  the  same  year  meetings  were 
held  in  the  same  locality  by  the  United  Brethren,  of  which  denominar- 
tion  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pugsley  was  an  early  prei^er.    Following  tlicse 

came  ministers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  among  whom  was  Rev. 
Sjimuel  Dewese,  who  organized  the  first  religious  soriety  in  the 
township,  at  his  residence  about  one  mile  west  of  Bunker  Hill.  This 
was  the  Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church,  of  which  a  sketch  will  ^e  found 
in  the  history  of  the  town.  The  Methodists  organized  ihe  next 
society,  the  history  of  which  will  be  found  on  another  page.  The 
United  Brethren  Church  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township,  is  an 
old  organization,  but  its  early  history  is  involved  in  a  great  deal  of 
obscurity.  The  society  has  a  neat  frame  house  of  worship  near  the 
Wabash  River,  which  is  used  at  this  time  by  an  organization  of  the 
Evangelical  Association,  recently  established.  The  United  Breth- 
ren class  is  not  so  strong  in  numbers  as  formerly,  but  still  sustains 
preaching  at  regular  intervals.  The  German  Baptists  or  Dunkards, 
began  holding  meetings  in  the  township  about  the  year  1850.  and 
in  1852,  the  Pipe  Creek  Clun  ch.  near  the  Cass  County  line,  was  form- 
ally organized.  Among  the  early  members  were  the  following  men 
and  thdr  respective  families,  viz:  David  Shepler,  Abram  Shepler, 
John  Shively,  D.  B.  Shively,  Joshua  Coblentz  and  others.  The 
early  preachers  were  Samuel  Murray  and  Gottlieb  Keller.  Later  came 
John  E.  Shively,  Daniel  B.  Shively,  Joseph  Shepler,  Abraham  Rine- 
hart  and  Daniel  Long.  The  lirst  house  of  worship  was  erected  in 
in  the  spring  of  1856,  on  land  donated  by  Daniel  Shively.  It  stood 
until  1872,  at  which  time  the  present' large  brick  btulding  was 
erected  on  ground  d<Miated  for  the  purpose  by  Hannah  Metzgar, 
This  house  is  40x70  feet,  with  a  cook  house  attached,  and  is  per- 
haps the  largest  church  edifice  in  Miami  County.  The  memV)ership 
at  this  time  numbers  about  190.  The  present  church  otlicers  are 
David  Shively,  John  Kiepinger,  Isaac  Shepler,  Emery  Puterbaugh 
and  George  Wolfe,  elders;  Joshua  Coblentz,  EH  Miller  and  Samuel 
Pttterhaugh,  trustees.  A  society  of  the  old  order  of  Dunkards  was 
organized  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  township,  several  years 
ago,  which  meets  for  worship  in  a  frame  building  erected  in  the 
the  year  1883.  At  this  time  there  is  a  membership  of  only  about 
tifteen,  ministered  to  at  regular  intervals  by  Rev.  Aaron  Metzgar. 

Pleasant  Hill  Christian  Church  was  organized  in  the  year 
1865  by  Elder  Wayman.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  original  members:  J.  W.  Brandt,  M.  A.  Brandt,  A.  A, 
Brandt,  John  P.  Britton,  Daniel  Marken,  Nancy  Marken,  Eva 
Winters,  Harriet  Hopper,  N.  D.  Nichols,  M.  E.  Nichols,  Mary 
E.  Mendenhall,  John  W.  Bvrket,  Granville  E.  Mendenhali  and 
Jane  Reed.  Jacob  Brandt  and  N.  P.  Nichols  were  the  first 
elders,  and  Peter  Rife  and  Granville  Mendenhall  were  elected  . 
fint  deacons.   Meetings  were  held  in  a  school  house  until  1875, 
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at  which  time  the  frame  temple  of  worship  now  in  use  was 
el  e  cted  on  a  beautiful  plat  of  ground  donated  by  Jacob  Brandt. 
The  following  pastors  ministered  to  the  church  from  time  to 
time.  to-\vit:  Elders  Aaron  Walker,  M.  Smith,  David  Hodson, 
Jefferson  Hodson,  Mordecai  McKinney,  W.  R.  Lowe,  W.  A. 
lleniicgar,  W.  W.  Henkins  and  W.  A.  Hough,  the  last  named 
being  pastor  in  charge  at  the  present  time.  The  society  has 
made  commendable  progress,  and  at  this  time  has  the  names  of 
forty  active  members  upon  the  records.  The  officers  are:  Jacob 
Brandt  and  D.  A.  McDowell,  elders;. J.  S.  Mays,  Andrew  Wag- 
^arnan  and  Andrew  Richardson,  deacons. 

Miscellaneous  Items. — Pipe  Creek  Township  was  organized 
as  a  seperate  jurisdiction  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1843. 
An  election  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  the  necessary  oillciak 
was  held  a  little  later  the  same  vear,  at  the  cabin  of  William 
Clark.  "Thomas  Keiiworthv  was  elected  tlrst  Justice  of  the 
Peace."  "Isaac  Vandorn  was  chosen  Trustee,  but,  refusing  to 
serve,  RoUin  HufEman  was  appointed."  The  following  gentle- 
men held  the  office  of  Trustee  in  an  early  day,  viz:  George 
Wri|^t,  Daniel  Duckwall,  George  Shawman  and  L  £.  Vandorn. 
The  present  incumbent  is  J.  VV.  Listen.  '  The  followinjr  wtre 
some  of  the  earliest  marria<^es  in  the  township:  James  IVIcCrary 
to  Sarah  Larimer,  in  184.3;  John  Tillett  to.  a  daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius Cain,  in  1844;  Alexander  Abrahams  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Crane, 
the  same  year."  « Among  the  earliest  births  was  that  of  Nancy 
J.  Larimer,  bom  to  Moses  and  Nancy  Larimer  in  1844.  One 
of  the  tirst  deaths  was  that  of  -an  infant  child  of  Noah 
Townsend." 

Village  oj  Leonda, — The  town  of  Leonda  on  the  I.  P.  &  C. 
Railroad,  Section  29^  Township  26  North,  Range  4  East,  was  laid 
out  August,  185 1,  by  Jacob  Pottarff  and  H.  Hoover.  It  was  an 
outgrowth  of  the  railroad  and  early  became  a  good  trading  point, 
^nd  until  the  competition  of  the  Pan  Handle  road  it  was  the  rival  of 
Bunker  Hill.  Among  the  earliest  residents  of  the  place  was  Wal- 
ter P.  Shaw,  who  opened  a  general  store  and  sold  goods  for  a  cou- 
ple of  years.  Jacob  Arnold  was  the  next  merchant,  and  after  him 
came  Samuel  Jones,  who,  in  addition  to  dealing  in  merchandise, 
opened  his  house  for  the  accommodation  of  such  travelers  as  saw  fit 
to  accept  and  pay  for  his  hopitalities.  Henrv  Rosenthal  sold  gro- 
ceries for  a  period  of  five  or  six  years,  and  did  a  reasonahlv  fair  busi- 
ness. Dr.  RoUen  Hufford  moved  to  the  village  and  practiced  the 
medical  profession  for  some  time.  ^  He  was  succeeded  by  Drs.  Mur- 
phy and  Albaugh,  who  left  the  town  about  the  time  the  Pan  Han- 
dle Railroad  was  finished.  Among  the  mechanics  of  the  place  were 
Peyton  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Cook,  wagon -makers;  Frederick  Betzner, 
James  Bevans,  Henry  Poor  and  John  Nieman,  shoemakers;  Thomas 
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Ewing  and  WiUiam  Holipeter,  cabinet  makers.  The  first  postmas- 
ter was  Joseph  Arnold.   The  removal  of  the  office  to  Bunker  Hill 

in  1859,  was  accomplished  by  a  piece  of  cunning  strategy,  in  which 
Dr.  James  A.  Meek  took  an  active  part.  Leonda  for  n  number  of 
years  entertained  sanguine  hopes  of  securing  the  Pan  Ilaiitilc  Rail- 
road, but  the  completion  of  said  road  through  Bunker  Hill  proved  a 
deathblow  to  its  further  aspirations,  and  from  that  time  the  fortunes 
of  the  town  began  to  want  .  The  business  men  and  mechanics 
moved  to  other  and  more  favorable  localities,  the  most  of  them 
going  to  Bunker  Hill,  to  which  the  construction  of  the  Pan  Handle 

five  new  life,  and  in  due  time  Leonda  becaim'  a  thing  of  the  past, 
he  plat  was  subsequently  vacated,  and  at  ihis  imie  but  few  vistages 
of  the  once  flourishing  \  illage  remain  to  mark  the  spot  where  it 
formerly  stood. 

Bunker  JlilL — The  town  of  Bunker  Hill  is  pleasantly  situated 
at  the  intersection  of  the  1.,  P.  &  C.  and  Pan  Handle  railroads,  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  township,  distant  about  eight  miles  from 
the  city  of  Peru,  and  sixteen  miles  from  Xenia.  It  was  laid  out  and 
platted  in  185 1,  and  the  plan  recorded  August  of  that  year  for 
James  Myers,  John  Duckwall  and  Alexander  Galbraith,  proprietors. 
The  original  town  includes  forty-six  lots  and  eight  streets,  in  Sections 
29  and  30,  Township  26  North,  Range  4  East,  to  which  an  addition 
of  twenty-four  lots  was  made  by  John  Duckwall  in  June,  1852.  Ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  of  those  best  informed,  the  first  house  on 
the  present  siglit  of  the  town,  was  a  small  dwelling  erected  by  James 
Myers,  on  lot  No.  13,  sometime  in  the  year  1851.  Mr.  Myers  was 
a  carpenter  bv  trade  and  assisted  in  building  manv  of  the  earlv  resi- 
dences and  business  houses  of  the  village.  Andrew  Bache  pur- 
chased lot  No.  2,  the  same  year,  and  built  a  house  where  the  dwelling 
of  Jacob  Lease  now  stands.  Lot  No.  4  was  purchased  and  improved 
by  Anthony  Nieman,  a  short  time  after  the  survey,  and  contempo- 
rary with  him  was  James  Sawyer,  an  old  bachelor,  who  erected  a 
small  dwelling  on  lot  No.  5  in  the  same  part  of  town.  Dr.  Hufford 
was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  the  place.  He  erected  a  residence 
on  Elm  stteet,  lot  No.  14,  and  also  built  the  first  business  house  in 
the  village  on  Third  street,  which  is  still  standing. 

Merchants* — The  first  stock  of  goods  in  Bunker  Hill  was 
offered  for  sale  by  Dr.  Hufford,  in  the  building  mentioned  above, 
but  of  the  success  of  his  business  enterprise  we  are  not  informed. 
The  next  store  was  opened  by  Messrs.  Heward  &  Lowe,  who  kept 
in  a  building  on  Third  street  for  about  two  years.  Heward  subse- 
quently disposed  of  his  interest  to  Darnel  Duckwall,  and  he  in  turn 
to  Mr.  Lrf>we.  J.  G.  Ewing  and  Mr.  Heward  sold  goods  as  part- 
ners as  early  as  1861  or  *62,  and,  in  1865,  Jacob  Arnold  had  a  gen- 
eral store  in  the  north  end  of  the  town,  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Main  streets,  where  he  carried  on  business  until  some  time  in  1B66. 
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His  building  is  Still  standing  on  lot  No.  62,  used  at  this  time  for  a 

dw  elling.  D.  H.  and  John  Cain  opened  a  general  store  in  1868, 
which  he  subsequently  sold  to  Alfred  Bell,  and  he  in  turn  disposed 
of  the  stock  to  James  Cain.  Eli  Hochstetler  started  a  small  grocery 
business  about  the  same  time,  or  perhaps  a  little  earlier,  but  remiiined 
for  only  a  limited  period.  Frank  Hartman  and  Simon  Kalter 
effected  a  co-partnership  in  general  merchandidng  about  the  year 
1867  or  '68,  and  the  firm,  thus  c  ( *nsiitutcd,  continued  until  the  for- 
mer's death,  at  which  time  Mr.  Kalter  took  entire  control  and  con- 
tinued the  business  until  1873,  erecting  the  building  now  occu- 
pied hv  M.  Finnev  in  the  ineatitime.  The  first  business  house 
in  llendiick's  mklition  was  creeled  about  the  year  1868  by- 
Albert  D.  and  Joseph  Jones,  who  occupied  it  about  one  \  ear, 
selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Timothy  Scott.  The  last 
named  merchant  brought  ;i  stock  of  goods  from  Miami  in  1871, 
and  was  identified  with  tiie  mercantile  interests  of  the  town  at 
intervals  for  six  or  sexen  years.  Jacob  Betznrr  began  merchan- 
dizing in  187 1  or  '72,  and  about  the  same  time  John  F.  Rey- 
nolds moved  a  store  from  North  Grove,  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  carried  on  business  in  a  building  on  the  comer  of 
Railroad  and  Broadway  streets.  The  first  hardware  store  was 
started  in  187 1  by  C.  T.  Miner,  who,  after  a  short  time,  sold 
his  stock  to  Messrs.  Patterson  &  Meek.  The  latter  effected  a 
partnership  with  D.  T.  Gilmore,  which  lasted  for  some  time. 
In  August,  1 87 1,  Messrs.  Kalter  &  Keegan  started  a  boot  and 
shoe  store,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  town,  and  continued  the 
same  until  1873.  The  following  business  men  and  firms  were 
identified  with  the  commercial  interests  of  Bunker  Hill  from 
time  to  time,  viz:  S.  J.  llockman,  W.  T.  Wilson,  D.  T.  Gil- 
more,  Wm.  B.  Patterson,  Dr.  Davis,  J.  B.  McKinney,  Noah 
W.  Trissell,  John  F.  Busey,  Samuel  Sommers  i\nd  Trissell  &  Blue^ 
Mechanics. — ^The  early  mechanics  of  Bunker  Hill  were  Chas. 
B.  Mason,  R.  T.  Jones  and  Joseph  C.  Lambom,  blacksmiths; 
Artemus  Morris  and  Henry  Coffman,  carpenters.  Samuel  Val- 
entine opened  a  tin  shop  earlv  in  the  sixties,  and  about  .the  year 
1865  a  man  bv  the  name  of  Lane  (.n^^aged  in  the  cabinetmak- 
er's trade.  Three  years  later  Abraham  liillheimer  opened  a  cabi- 
net shop,  which  he  operated  quite  successfully  in  connection 
with  the  undertaker's  and  general  furniture  business.  The  first 
shoemaker  was  John  Nieman.  Peter  Keegan  was  perhaps  the 
next  to  open  a  boot  and  shoe  shop,  at  which  trade  he  is  still 
workin<,r. 

*  Jiotds. — The  first  hotel  was  built  by  George  Larimer  about 
the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  Pan  Handle  railroad.  It  was 
first  kept  by  Ralph  Jones  and  William  Busey,  who  run  it  a  short 
time.   William  R.  Breckenridge  purchased  the  proper^*  in  1879 
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and  enlarged  the  building,  adding  many  necessary  improvements. 
It  is  situated  at  the  crossing  of  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  and  Pan  Handle 
railroads,  and  is  kept  at  this  time  by  W.  W.  Robbins. 

Manujacturcs. — The  first  saw-mill  in  Bunker  Hill  was  built 
by  William  Hendricks  prior  to  1868.  It  was  operated  for  some 
time  by  Waller  Shaw,  who  did  a  good  local  business.  It  was 
subsequently  replaced  by  the  present  steam  saw-mill,  brought  to 
the  town  by  A.  C.  Bennett,  who,  after  doing  business  some 
years,  sold  out  to  W.  H.  Croucher  &  Co.  Samuel  Clark  ope- 
rates the  mill  at  this  time.  In  1879  ^^^'ssrs.  Billheimer  &  Blue 
erected  a  planin^^  mill,  which  they  operated  with  encouraging 
success  for  several  years,  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  furniture  in 
the  meantime.  It  passed  through  the  hands  of  various  parties, 
and  was  operated  last  by  W.  N.  Wilson. 

P/iysin'ans. — The  first  medical  man  to  locate  in  Bunker  Hill 
was  Dr.  Hufford,  to  whom  reference  has  already  been  made. 
The  next  was  Dr.  James  A.  Meek,  who,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  months,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  since  1866.  Drs.  O.  C.  Irwin,  H.  C.  McClurg,  John 
Cain,  H.  P.  McDowell,  S.  H.  Davis,  1.  C.  Cooper  and  Dr. 
Hayes  have  practiced  in  the  village  at  different  times.  The 
present  physicians  are  Drs.  Meek,  Wilson.  Davis,  McDowell  and 
Cooper. 

T/ic  Press. — The  first  newspaper  enterprise  of  Bunker  Hill 
was  the  Village  A^ews,  established  about  the  year  1870,  by  Jasper 
Keyes,  who  run  it  for  a  period  of  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
George  F.  Metzger  became  editor  and  proprietor.   He  changed  the 

name  to  that  of        Independent  Press,  and  in  partnership  with 

John  F.  Busby,  continued  the  publication  about  one  year,  during 
which  time  the  paper  reached  a  very  fair  circulation.  The  next 
editor  was  E.  M.  Howard,  who  enlarged  the  paper  and  changed  it 
from  a  neutral  to  a  political  sheet.  He  ran  it  for  a  limited  period  and 
then  sold  the  office  to  Messrs.  Walters  &  Larimer,  under  whose 
management  the  name  was  again  changed,  this  time  to  that  of  7^ 
Bunker  Hill  Press.  O.  A.  Larimer  subsequently  became  pro- 
prietor, but  in  a  few  months  sold  out  to  the  present  editor,  John  W. 
O'Hara,  one  of  the  most  successful  newspaper  men  in  Miami 
County.  The  Press  is  now  a  live-column  quarto,  independent  in 
politics,  but  fearless  in  the  discussion  of  all  the  leading  topics  of  the 
day.  Its  mechanical  execution  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of 
any  other  local  paper  in  the  county,  and  its  circulation  and  advertis- 
ing patronage,  already  quite  remunerative,  is  constantly  increasing. 
Mr.  O'Hara  is  an  able  writer,  and  we  bespeak  for  the  Press  a  pros- 
perous future. 

Growth  and  Addittans, — ^Until  the  completion  of  the  Pan  Handle 
radroad  in  1868,  Bunker  Hill  was  but  an  insignificant  country  vit* 
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lage;  but  the  opening  of  said  road  marked  an  important  era  in  its 
history.    From  that  year  until  1873,  the  growth  and  development 

of  the  town  was  quite  rapid,  and  it  became  one  of  tht-  best  sliipping 
points  for  lumber,  grain,  live  stock,  etc.,  in  the  county.  Real  estate 
during  that  period  commanded  good  prices,  business  of  all  kinds  was 
quite  prosperous,  and  the  population  was  increased  hy  the  addition 
ot  a  large  number  of  substantia]  and  enterprising  atisens.  This 
growth,  while  quite  rapid,  was  i\pt  Spasmodic,  and  the  town  has  since 
been  able  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  one  of  the  best  commercial 
points  in  the  county  outside  the  city  of  Peru.  The  following  addi- 
tions have  been  platted  from  time  to  time,  viz :  William  Hendricks* 
addition,  eight  lots,  April,  i860;  John  Kripe's  addition,  si.\  lots, 
April,  iSS;  Larimer's  addition,  sixteen  lots,  March,  1869; 
D.  H.  Cain's  addition,  forty-one  lots,  April,  1870;  James  A. 
Meek  made  an  addition  of  several  lots  in  April,  1871;  Trissell's 
addition  of  eighteen  lots  was  surveyed  and  recorded  May,  1873; 
David  Duck  wall's  addition  of  several  lots  was  matle  Jime, 
1873;  Prick's  addition  of  four  lots,  March,  1874,  '^"^^  Krouuer's 
addition  of  four  lots  was  platted  December  of  the  latter  year. 

Incorporaiiou. — In  i873f  the  citizens  of  Bunker  Hill  decided 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  population,  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
responsibilitv  of  erecting  and  maintaining  a  town  corporation. 
Accurdini;lv  a  board  of  three  trustees,  a  clerk  and  treasurer  were 
elected  to  put  the  municipal  machinery  in  motion.  The  board  was 
'composed  of  the  following  gentlemen:  H.  P.  McDowell,  Robert  C. 
Foor  and  Cyrus  Baker,  trustees,  and  Dr.  James  A.  Meek,  clerk  and 
In  asurer.  The  officers  for  Z 886  are  as  follows:  Cyrus  Baker, 
Stt  pht n  FiniH'v.  (leorge  Armstrong,  W.  \V.  Robbins  and  Eli  Bow- 
man. Trustees;  R.  C,  Foor,  Clerk  iujd  Treasurer,  and  John  N. 
Davis,  Marshall. 

Bunker  Hill  Lodge,  Ao.jdpy  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  instituted  June 
16,  1871,  by  Special  Deputy  E.  H.  Barry,  Grand  Secretary,  assisted 
by  John  Stewart  acting  as  G.  M.,  Frank  Blair  as  Grand  Marshall, 
1.  M.  Runyan  as  G.  Secri^tary ;  John  Reynolds,  (j.  Treasurer;  F.  S. 
Hadley,  G.  Conductor;  John  W.  Edwards,  G.  Sentinel,  and  James 
W.  Highland  as  G.  Guardian.  The  following  names  appear  upon 
the  charter:  James  A.  Meek,  Cyrus  Baker,  Peter  Keegan,  Jesse 
L.  Hobson,  Daniel  Baker,  James  Bennett,  Noah  W.  Trissdl,  George 
W.  Mort,  Benson  Sullivan  and  William  B.  Patterson.  At  the 
organization  the  following  persons  were  duly  elected  to  fill  the 
various  offices,  to-wit:  James  A.  Meek,  N.  G.;  Noah  W.  Trissell, 
V.  G.;  Peter  Keegan.  Per.  and  Rec.  Sec;  William  B.  Patterson, 
Treasurer;  Cyrus  Baker,  Warden;  George  W.  Blue,  Conductor; 
James  Bennett,  O.  G.;  G.  W.  Mort,  I.  G.;  Benson  Sullivan,  R.  S. 
S.;  Timothy  Scott,  L.  S.  S.;  J.  L.  Hobson,  R.  S.  to  N.  G.;  David 
Baker,  L.  S.  to  N.  G.;  John  Hann,  R.  S.  to  V.  G.,  and  D.  H.  Cain, 
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L.  S.  to  V.  G.  The  hall  in  which  the  lodge  meets  was  built  m 
1873,  and  with  other  property,  represents  a  value  of  $1,500.  The 
membership  is  not  so  large  as  formerly,  there  being  at  this  time 
only  about  twenty  names  upun  the  records.  The  present  elective 
officers  are:  J.  E.  Rinehart,  N.  G.;  Robert  C.  Foor,  V.  G.;  Peter 
Keegan,  Secretary*  and  Cyrus  Baker,  Treasurer. 

fo/in  M.  WilsoH  Po^,  Ao.  112^  G.  A.  /?.,  was  established 
October,  1882,  with  a  membershij-*  of  about  thirty.  Among  the 
first  ollicers  were  the  following,  ,to-wit:  Timothy  Scott,  Com- 
mander; R.  C.  Foor,  S.  V.  C;  J.  F.  Busey,  J.' V.  C;  M.  M. 
Howard,  Chaplain;  and  W,  W.  Robbins,  OfHcer  of  the  Day. 
The  organization  has  made  commendable  progress,  and  at  the 
present  time  has  a  membt  rship  (»f  tifty.  Present  ofTicers:  W.  W. 
Robbins,  Commander;  M.  M.  Howard,  S.  V.  C.;  Jacob  Mctz- 
gar,  J.  V.  C. ;  David  Apger,  Chaplain;  Jacob  Clemens,  Officer 
of  the  Day;  David  Hochstetler,  Otiicer  of  the  Guard;  J.  G. 
Hedrick,  Quartermaster,  and  R.  C.  Foor,  Adjutant 

Bunker  HUl  Light  Guards — ^This  well  disciplined  military 
company  was  organized  November  7.  1885,  by  W.  W.  Robbins, 
with  fortv-seveii  members.  Mr,  Robbins  was  elected  captain, 
and  the  company  was  mustered  l\v  Col.  A.  J.  Parks.  At  this 
time  there  is  a  uniformed  membership  of  forty-two,  and  a  mili- 
tary band  of  eleven  instruments,  mustca^  in  as  part  of  the  com- 
pany. The  Light  Guards  are  made  up  of  a  dass  of  fine  look* 
ing  young  men,  and  with  their  beautifid  uniforms  present,  when 
on  parade,  a  decidedly  military  appearance.  The  oflkrrs  are 
W.  W.  Robbins,  Captain;  J.  W.  Reeder,  First  Lieutenant,  and 
J.  W.  O' Hara,  Second  Lieutenant.    David  Lon^  is  leader  of  the  band. 

Churches* — ^The  oldest  religious  society  m  Bunker  Hill  is  the 
Baptist  Church,  organized  early  in  the  forties.  Among  the  first 
ministers  of  this  denomination  in  Pipe  Creek  Township  were  Revs. 
Samuel  Dewese  and  Asel  Waters,  and  among  the  earliest  members  of 
this  church  were  Mr.  Lawrence,  Daniel  Striker,  William  McCrary, 
James  McCray,  B.  \\.  llann,  Mrs.  ilann,  Joseph  Frazee,  William 
Piatt  and  wife',  Mr.  Ensco  and  wife,  John  Murphey  and  wife,  and 
James  Mays  and  wife.  Meetings  were  held  principally  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Rev.  Samuel  Dewese  until  the  spring  of  1848,  at  which 
time  a  hewed  log  house  of  worship  was  erected  about  one  mile  west 
of  the  village.  It  was  a  comfortable  structure,  .^0x40  feet  in  size, 
and  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  until  about  the 
year  i860.  The  present  large  frame  building  in  the  town  was 
erected  that  year,  on  a  lot  donated  by  John  Duckwall  and  James 
Myers.  It  is  one  of  the  most  commodious  houses  of  worship  in  the 
southern. part  of  the  county,  having  a  seating  capacity  of  500.  The 
church  has  made  substantial  progress  during  all  the  years  of  its  his- 
tory, and  at  this  time  has  an  active  membership  of  over  one  hun- 
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dred.  Among  the  pastors  were  the  following:  Revs.  William 
Cool,  Leonard  Cool,  Mr.  Coon,  John  Blodget,  B.  R.  Ward,  L. 
D.  Robinson  and  E.  J.  Delp.  The  present  ofikers  are:  John 
Duckwall,  John  llagerty,  Joseph  Quinn  and  J3.  llann,  Deacon:*; 
Lafayette  Flagg,  Clerk;  John  Duckwall,  Cyrus  Baker  and  George 
W.  Blue,  Trustees.  A  large  and  flourishing  Sunday  school  is  kept 
up  throughout  the  year.    Jos.  Quinn  is  the  present  superintendent 

J/.  ^.  Church  of  Bunker  IltU  was  organized  in  the  spring 
of  1846  with  the  following  constituent  members,  to- wit:  David 
iiockman,  iMalinda  Hockman,  John  Townsend,  Eliza  Townsend, 
John  Barnes  and  Eliza  Barnes.  The  organisation  was  brought 
about  by  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  who  held  the  first  meeting  in  a  Httle  log 
cabin  which  stood  on  the  farm  owned  at  this  time  by  John  N.  Huffman. 
For  the  first  eight  or  ten  months  the  societ\-  made  no  visible 
progress,  but  the  two  succeeding  years  the  membership  was 
increased  by  the  following  persons,  viz:  Lewis  N.  Snodderly 
and  wife,  A.  C.  Lambom  and  wife,  Mrs.  Moses  Larimer, 
Jacob  Coucher  and  wife,  James  Dabney  and  wife,  Andrew  Cun- 
ningham and  wife,  Benjamin  Fish  and  others.  The  first  house 
of  worship,  erected  in  the  year  1855,  and  known  as  the  Railroad 
Chapel,  stood  near  the  Deer  Creek  Township  line,  and  served  as 
a  meeting  place  until  1869,  at  which  time  it  was  abandoned  and 
the  society  moved  to  the  village.  The  present  beautiful  brick 
edifice  on  the  comer  of  Elm  and  Broadway  streets  was  built 
some  time  in  the  above  year  at  a  cost  of  alxnit  $2,000.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  give  a  list  of  those  who  have  sustained  the  pas- 
toral relation  to  this  society,  as  much  of  the  early  history  is 
involved  in  considerable  obscurity.  Rev.  Davis,  however,  was 
the  first  pastor,  and,  according  to  the  best  information  accessi- 
ble, the  second  preacher  in  charge  was  Rev.  Mr.  Ricketts.  Rev. 
Mr.  Badly  was  an  early  pastor,  and  had  charge  of  the  circuit 
when  the  first  building  was  erected  and  dedicated.  The  follow- 
ing are  among  the  ministers  who  serx'ed  the  society  in  later 
times,  viz:  Revs.  Stevens,  John  McElwee,  W.  K.  Iloback,  George 
Havens,  E.  S.  Preston,  John  W.  Lowery,  L.  J.  Naftzgar  and  the 
present  pastor,  J.  H.  Jackson.  The  society  has  a  membership 
<riE  about  100,  and  is  reported  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Danid 
Duck  wall  is  class  leader;  Newton  Reeder  and  Caroline  Wil- 
liams, stewards,  and  James  E.  Rinehart.  superintendent  of  the 
flourishiniT  Sunday  school,  which  has  an  average  attendance  of 
about  ninety  scliolars. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. —  ♦*  In  the  year  1855  Rev.  B. 
Uphouse  and  his  colleague.  Rev.  F.  Geisel,  from  Fulton  circuit, 
Indiana  Conference  Evangelical  Association,  came  to  the  vicinity 
of  Bimker  Hill  to  preach  the  Gospel."  "The  following  families 
opened  their  houses  for  services,  \\z\    Messrs.  Kurtz,  Walters 
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and  Mohr."    "  In  the  year  1859  ^-  Geiael  had  a  revival, 

during  which  the  above  named  families  were  converted.  A 
class  was  organized,  of  which  Peter  Walters  was  elected  leader." 
•'Frnni  the  fall  of  1861  to  the  fall  of  1863  R.  J.  Trometor  had 
cliuigc  ul  the  work."  "lie  moved  to  Bunker  Hill  and  had 
preadhingr  at  regular  intervals  in  his  house.**  From  1863  to  1864 
Rev.  D.  Barthowmew  was  pastor  in  charge,  and  after  him  came 
Rev.  H.  Fisher.  "The  school  house  west  of  the  town  was 
rented,  and  afterwards  purchased,  for  meeting  purposes."  Rev. 
J.  Kaufman  was  pastor  from  1865  to  1867;  Rev.  B.  Uphouse, 
from  1867  to  1868;  P.  Roth,  from  1868  to  1870;  J.  Miller, 
from  1870  to  1872;  William  Koenig,  from  1872  to  1874.  About 
this  time  several  members  moved  to  the  town,  and  steps  were 
at  once  taken  toward  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  The 
work  progressed  satisfactorily,  and  in  due  time  the  neat  brick 
temple  of  worsliip  on  Elm  street,  in  the  south  part  of  the  vil- 
lage, was  completed  and  formally  dedicated.  The  pastors  since 
1874  have  been  the  following:  Rev.  A.  J.  Trover,  from  the 
latter  year  until  1876;  George  Schmall,  from  the  fall  of  1876  to 
the  spring  of  1879:  A.  Irvan,  from  1879  i*^"^!:  J-  Beck,  1881 
to  1882;  J.  Brackert,  1882  to  1883;  John  Huffman,  from  1883 
to  the  present  time.  The  membership  at  this  time  numbers 
about  twenty-eight  or  thirty.  The  Sunday  school,  under  the 
superintendenc}'  of  Jacob  Wagler,  has  been  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing much  good  among  the  youth  of  the  town. 

4S7.  ^fichac^  Nounm  Catholic  Church.  —  Efforts  to  establish  a 
Catholic  Church  in  Bunker  Hill  were  made  several  vears  before 
an  organizcition  was  effected,  priests  from  different  places  visit- 
ing the  town  at  intervals,  and  conducted  services  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Garman.  In  1874  &  lot  in  the  north  end  of  town  was 
purchased,  and  a  building  whidi  had  formerly  been  used  for  a  shoe 
shop,  was  refitted  for  church  purposes.  In  1882,  Father  Kelly,  of 
Marion,  brought  about  tlie  present  organization,  of  which  some  fif- 
teen families  constituted  the  original  membership.  The  house  of 
worship,  a  beautiful  frame  edifice  in  the  north  end  of  town,  was 
erected  the  same  year,  at  a  cost  of  $i,3oa  Among  the  first  priests 
who  visited  the  town  were  Rev.  Fathers  Kroeger  and  Weichman, 
and  since  1882  the  following  priests  have  had  charge  of  the  society, 
viz:  Fathers  Kelly,  Twin^g,  Jov  and  Grogan.  The  church  is  in  a 
fairly  prosperous  condition,  and  has  a  membership  of  about  fifteen 
or  sixteen  families.  Services  are  held  once  a  month  by  Father 
Orogan. 

Church  of  the  Seventh  Day  Advettttsts  was  organized  in  the 
year  1879,  G.  Lane.    The  following  were  among  the 

first  members  of  the  society,  to-wit:  Allen  James  and  wife,  H.  G. 
Curtis  and  \\  ife,  Mary  Crowder,  Alexander  Ba.xter  and  wife,  Gran- 
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ville  Ilednck  and  wife.  John  Turner  and  wife,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Clouse.  Religious  services  were  held  at  the  residence  of  different 
members  until  1883,  at  which  time  a  frame  house  of  'worship  was 
erected  ui  Buckwall's  addition  to  tiie  town*  The  society  has  made 
but  little  progress,  the  membership  at  this  time  being  about  the 
same  as  the  original  number.  Services  are  held  occasionally  by 
visiting  brethren,  hut  a  Sabbath  school,  with  good  attendance,  meets 
regularly  every  week. 

ScJiools. — Piior  to  1868  the  children  of  Bunker  Hill  attended 
school  in  a  frame  building  a  short  distance  west  of  the  town,  where 
the  tile  mill  now  stands.  In  the  above  year  work  was  commenced 
on  the  present  building,  a  part  of  which  was  completed  and  ready 
for  use  in  due  time.  The  constant  increase  in  the  schriol  population 
soon  foreshadowed  the  necessity  of  enlarged  accommodations,  and 
accordinijly  in  1872  an  addition  of  two  rooms  was  erected,  making 
the  buil£ng  as  it  is  now,  one  of  the  best  school  edifices  in  the 
coimty.  Tiie  schools  were  properly  graded  in  1868  with  Prof. 
Oscar  King  as  principal,  and  Miss  Alice  Williams,  assistant.  The 
principals  since  that  time  ha\  e  been  the  follov  ing.  viz:  Profs.  A. 
McW.  Bollman.  ricmge  CusU  r,  George  Snyder,  S.  D.  Miller,  W. 
H.  Williams,  Noali  Trissall,  j.  ii.  Neff  and  John  W.  O  l  lara.  The 
schools  at  this  time  are  under  the  efficient  management  of  Prof. 
J.  H.  Neff,  assisted  \xy  J.  £.  Rinehart,  Jennie  Haggarty  and  Eva 
Wilson. 

Present  Business  of  Bunker  Hill. — Benson  Sullivan,  large  gen- 
eral store;  George  W.  Blue,  dealer  in  general  merchandise:  Finney 
&  Clem,  hardware  and  agricultural  implements;  William  Pansier, 
groceries;  Joseph  Austin,  groceries  and  restaurant;  W.  W.  Ham- 
maker,  druggist; Dr.  James  A.  Meek,  drug  store;  Eli  B  uvman  and 
John  Neiman,  carpenters  and  builders:  John  Flitcher,  A.  T.  Cook, 
and  Henry  G.  Fisk,  blacksmiths;  Jacob  Seisler  and  Mr.  Jordan, 
wagon-makers; Claude  M.  Ryan,  tinner;  Peter  Keegan,  shoe-maker; 
O.  D.  Hughes,  tailor;  C.  Meisse,  harness-maker;  Samuel  Clark, 
manufocturer  of  Clark's  patent  bed  springs;  Herman  Eagle,  manu- 
facturer of  drain  tile ;  Samuel  Lindermuth  and  Jacob  Metzgar,  plas- 
terers:  William  Davis,  Cyrus  Baker  and  Samuel  Armstrong,  brick- 
masons;  Eugene  Fletcher,  warehouse;  the  Misses  Lueas,  dressmak- 
ing and  millinery;  B.  N.  Blue,  John  N.  Davis  and  Benjamin  Scott, 
painters;  Frank  Mote,  barber;  Murden  &  Deisch,  livery  stable; 
J.  £.  Smith,  raihxiad  agent;  Peter  Keegan,  notary  public;  W.  W.  Rob- 
bins,  hotel,  and  John  W.  0*Hara,  postmaster  and  editor. 
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DANIEL  BOWSER,  one  of  the  weU-to-do  farmers  of  Pipe 
Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio» 
November  i,  1833,  son  of  John  and  Susanna  (Wyland)  Bowser, 

natives  of  Ohio  and  of  German  extraction.  Our  subject's  youth 
was  passed  amid  the  stirring  scenes  of  farm  hfe,  with  the  rugged 
duties  of  which  he  early  became  familiar.  He  enjoved  such 
rude  advantages  for  an  education  as  were  offered  in  those  days. 
From  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  in  185 1,  he 
was  his  mother's  only  support,  caring  for  her  until  her  second 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  1853.  The  family  then  moved  to 
Goshen,  Indiana.  Mr.  Bowser  came  to  Pipe  Creek  Township 
in  the  winter  of  1854,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  lie 
has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Mary 
Shively,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Bowman)  Shively. 
He  chose  for  his  second  wife  Hannah  Shively,  a  sister  of  ms 
former  wife.  They  were  married  January  4,  1857,  and  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  John  E.,  born  February  15, 
1858;  Susanna,  bom  June  i,  1S61;  Levi,  born  April  20,  1865, 
and  Mary  E.,  born  June  z6,  1868.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowser  are 
members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they  have  been 
imited  for  thirty  years.  Mr.  Bowser  officiated  as  minister  in  the 
second  degree  of  his  church  for  fifteen  years.  In  politics  he  acts 
with  the  I)emocratic  party. 

JACOB  W.  BRANDT,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Miami 
County,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  October  2,  1820.  I  lis 
parents  were  Martin  and  Elizabeth  (Weaver)  Brandt,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  German  and  the  latter  of  English 
descent.  Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents,  clerking  in  a  store 
and  securing  in  the  meantime,  a  fair  education,  until  twenty-one 
years  old.  Me  taught  school  some  eight  years,  two  of  which  lie 
taught  in  Lewisburg,  Cass  County.  In  the  spring  of  1842,  he  and 
his  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Tipton  Township.  In  1845, 
he  moved  to  Pipe  Creek  Township,  where  he  traded  for  148  acres 
of  heavily  timbered  land,  then  considered  the  poorest  part  of  the 
county,  but  now  one  of  the  heat  farms  in  the  locality.  October  16, 
1845,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rachel  A.  Hiller,  and  by  her 
is  the  father  of  five  children,  only  three,  Anamelia  A.  James  E.  and 
Catharine  C,  yet  living.  The  mother  died  June  15,  1859.  Mrs. 
Martha  A.  Britton,  his  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  Octo- 
ber 6f  i859>  August  17,  1827,  in  Guilford  County,  North 
Carolina.  In  1846,  slic  married  Charles  Britton,  who  was  called 
away  in  1857.   By  him  she  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  these 
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two  yet  living:  John  P.  and  Eliza  A.  To  her  union  with  Mr. 
Brandt,  two  children  ha\  i*  been  born,  Flora  A.  and  Elmar  W.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brandt  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  pleas- 
ant Hill  Church  is  located  on  their  farm. 

DANIEL  DUCKWALL,  fanner  and  prominent  citizen  of  • 
this  township,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  He  is 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Rosanah  (Linginfelter)  Duck  wall,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  MarN'^land,  respectively,  and  of  German  extraction. 
His  parents  w^re  married  in  Berkley  County,  Virginia,  in  1800, 
and  soon  emigrated  to  Ohio.  Daniel  Duckwall  was  born  July 
10,  1822.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father*8  farm,  and  obtained 
a  fair  English  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  teach- 
ing school,  which  profession  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  Duckwall  emigrated  to  Cass  Countv  in  1848,  and  in  1851 
moved  his  familv  to  his  new  home  in  Miami  Countv.  Here  he 
experienced  all  the  obstacles  and  privations  incident  to  the  settle- 
ment of  a  new  country.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  aU  enter- 
prises for  the  public  good.  Was  elected  Township  Trustee  at 
the  first  election  held  in  Pipe  Creek  Township,  which  office  he 
held  for  three  velars.  He  then  became  president  of  the  board. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  was  appointed  school 
examiner  of  the  county,  and  tilled  the  office  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  He  now  owns  600 
acres  of  good  land,  and  valuable  property  in  Bunker  Hill;  never 
contracts  a  debt  without  the  money  to  pa\  for  it,  and  ne\  er  asks 
anyone  to  go  his  security.  In  1847  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Myers,  a  union  that  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children — Laura 
J.  and  William  C. ;  both  are  married.  Mrs.  Duckwall  departed 
this  life  in  the  year  1856.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Duckwall  married 
Nancy  Z.  Rider.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Eugene  L. 
(deeeasrd),  born  June  5,  1860:  Ada  Bell,  bom  February  i,  1862; 
Pen  v  N.,  born  November  26,  1864;  Ernest  D.,  born  October  2, 
1870,  and  Stella  May,  born  December  19,  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Duckwall  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  For  the  past  twenty 
years  Mr.  Duckwall  has  been  a  class  leader,  and  has  officiated  as 
local  minister  for  ten  years.  He  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party. 

JOHN  DUCKWALL,  founder  and  builder  of  a  large  saw 
and  douring  mill,  known  as  the  Champion  Mills,  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery Comity,  Ohio,  and  m  a  son  of  Henry  and  Rosana  (linger- 
telter)  Duckwall,  both  of  Grerman  descent.  Our  subject  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  they  farmed 
on  the  shares.  In  1845  he  emigrated  to  Clinton  Township,  Cass 
Countv,  where  he  remained  four  vears.  and  then  moved  to  Miami 
County,  where  he  still  resides.  His  milling  property  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1857,  creating  a  loss  of  $5,ooa   He  had  rebuilt  this  saw- 
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miU  by  the  following  spring  and  afterwards  rebuilt  the  grist-mill. 
After  remodeling  four  times  he  has  to-day  one  of  the  best  equij^ped 
mills  in  the  county.  March  21,  1845,  Lydia  Myers  became  his 
wife,  and  bv  limi  the  mother  of  six  children,  viz:  an  infant  unnamed; 
Amanda  J.,  married  in  1873  to  Geo.  Blue,  and  in  1878  she  received 
a  stroke  of  lighming  which  killed  her  instantly;  Emma  M. 
(deceased),  Ida  B.,  Dora  C.  and  Carrie  O.  Mr.  Duckwall  is  a 
staunch  Republican,  and  he  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the 
Regular  Baptist  Church  for  thirty  years, 

J.  W.  ELLIS,  V  M.  D. — Dr.  Ellis  was  born  in  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  July  3,  1827,  and  the  Hfth  of  a  family  of  nine 
children  bom  to  Robert  and  Anna  (Hockett)  Ellis.  His  father 
is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  his  mother  a  native  of  Virginia.  He 
received  a  good  education  in  youth,  studied  medicine  w  ith  Dr. 
Smizer,  of  W aynesville,  and  was  a  graduate  in  1854  from  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  His  lirst  location 
was  Jonesboro.  From  there  he  went  to  Marion,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully followed  his  profession  until  1866.  For  the  last  twenty 
years  he  has  had  an  extensive  practice  in  Peru,  at  one  time 
having  the  largest  practice  in  the  county.  His  marriage  with 
Miss  Jemima  Jones  was  celebrated  June  26,  1851.  Her  parents, 
Obediah  and  Ann  Jones,  laid  out  the  town  of  Jonesboro  in  1841. 
The  Doctor  lost  his  wife  January  26,  1854.  He  again  married 
in  i860,  Miss  Louisa  McOure,  who  died  May  18,  1863,  leaving 
one  chUd,  named  Minnie  L.,  who  has  unusual  talent  in  art. 
She  is  now  diligently  pursuing  her  studies,  and  is  expected  to 
rank  among  the  leaders  of  her  profession.  Caroline  Leonard, 
his  third  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  October  25,  1866,  died 
April  10,  1884.  He  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  F. 
&  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities,  and  belongs  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

W1LLL\M  J.  FANSLER,  son  of  Adam  and  Mary  (Foss) 
Fansler,  was  born  in  Butler  Township,  Miami  County,  October 
21,  1844.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia  of  German  descent; 
his  mother  a  native  of  Ohio  and  of  English  descent.  His  boy- 
hood was  spent  upon  his  father's  form,  where  he  received  a 
good  common  school  education.  At  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
January  23,  1864,  he  wedded  Miss  Ophelia  C.  Pence,  of  Peru. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Orla  R.,  born 
September  24,  1865,  and  Maudie  G.,  born  January  4,  1872.  In 
the  spring  of  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  placed  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  BuelL  He  participated  in 
the  noted  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  was  mustered  out  in  the  fall 
of  1865.  He  began  life  a  poor  man,  but  now  owns  a  tine  gro- 
cery store    in  Bunker  Hill,  where  he    established  himself  in 
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i88a  Mr.  Fansler  is  an  enterprising^  and  wide-awake  young 
man,  a  Republican  in  politics,  ih  mly  believing  in  die  principles 

of  his  party,  and  a  member  of  ilie  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  good  standing. 

STEPHEN  FINNEY  is  a  native  of  Miami  County  ,Ohio, 
born  August  14,  1838,  a  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Finney,  natives 
o£  Ohio,  and  of  Irish  descent.  The  same  year  of  his  birth 
his  parents  moved  to  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  and  in  1856,  to 
Deer  Creek  Township.  He  married,  November  i,  1859,  ^^^^^y 
Lnrton,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Sarah  Larton,  residents  of  Ran- 
dolph County.  By  their  union  there  are  frtur  children  living: 
Rosa  L.,  Ulysses,  Orlando  and  Minnie.  .  February  24,  1865.  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-First  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  placed  in  the  Army  of  the  Chimber- 
land.  He  served  until  September  11,1865.  After  his  discharge 
he  engaged  in  farming,  in  Deer  Creek  Township,  until  1882, 
and  then  followed  buying  and  shipping  stock  in  Bunker  Hill  for 
one  year.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  only  hardware  firm  in 
Bunker  Hill,  that  of  Finney  &  Clem.  They  do  a  thriving  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Finney  is  a  member  of  John  M.  Wilson  Post,  No.  112, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  in  every  respect  a  most  exemplary  citizen. 

RUFUS  T.  JONES,  farmer,  Pipe  Creek  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Oneida  County,  New  York,  his  birth  occurring  December  2. 
181 7.  He  is  of  Irish  and  Welsh  descent.  His  parents,  John  and 
Hannah  (Thurston)  Jones,  moved  to  Oswego  County,  where  he 
reecived  sufficient  education  to  enable  him  to  teach  school  for  a 
livelihood.  He  was  married  to  Lucy  S.  Dibble  June  15,  184Z,  and 
to  their  union  one  child  was  bom,  Ralph  H.,  born  May  23,  1842. 
Mrs.  Jones  departed  this  life  November  9,  1845.  Mr.  Jones  was 
again  married  April  29,  1847,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
l^tsy  Burr.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1846  and  followed  the 
blacksmith^s  trade.  During  the  war  he  was,  for  a  time,  man- 
ager of  the  bladcsmith  department  under  General  Rosecrans. 
In  1852  he  went  to  California  and  remained  there  about  two 
years.  He  now  owns  a  fine  improved  farm,  located  in  one  of 
the  best  farming  districts  in  the  county.  Mrs.  Jones  was  born 
November  26,  1825,  in  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut  She  is 
the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Maurice  L.,  bom 
August  I,  1845,  who  now  resides  in  Fort  Wayne,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  photography  business;  Eulalie,  born  M;n  25,  1858: 
viola  E.,  born  May  15,  1863,  and  Frank  B.,  bum  August  27, 
1863.  Mr.  Jones  began  life  with  comparatively  nothing,  but, 
by  close  attention  to  business,  has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
competencv  for  his  declining  years. 

PETER  KEEGAN  was'born  in  Ireland  February  i,  1833. 
He  emigrated  to  America  in  185 1  and  engaged  in  the  shoe  business 
in  Natick,  Massachusetts.    His  marriage  with  Miss  Bridget  Kiiicn, 
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also  of  Ireland,  was  solemnized  in  1853.  Four  children  have  been 
bora  to  them,  named:  Elsie  E.,  William  F.,  Schuyler  C.  and  Cor. 
delia  M.  From  Natick  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  remained  one 
year.  In  1857  he  came  to  Peru.  August  11,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C.  87th  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  placed  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  took  part  in  the  following  noted 
battles:  Perry ville,  Hoover's  Gap,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge, 
Resaca  and  Kenesaw  Mountain.  At  the  last  battle  of  Nashville  he 
went  with  his  command  to  Washington  and  took  part  in  the  Grrand 
Review.  He  was  mustered  out  in  June,  1865.  After  his  return 
from  the  war  he  settled  in  Bunker  Hill.  His  early  recollections  of 
this  \  icinity  are  good.  Mr.  Keegan  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held 
the  otiice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years.  He  is  now 
notray  public  and  also  engaged  in  the  shoe  business.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  identified  himself  with  the  M.  £.  Church 
in  1852. 

DR.  JAMES  T.  LISTON,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of 
Pipe  Creek  Township  and  builder  of  the  first  house  in  Peru,  is 
a  native  of  New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  where  he  was  bora 
September  16,  1804.  He  is  one  of  four  diildren  bora  to  Will- 
iam and  Margaret  T Thomas)  Listen,  natives  of  Delaware  and 
•  of  English  and  Welsh  extraction  respectively.  Dr.  Liston  received 
a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvaia, 
graduating  from  the  Peru  Medical  University  in  1826.  In  1823  his 
parents  moved  to  Richmond,  Indiana.  After  finishing  school  our 
sdbject  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Munde,  but  soon  went 
from  there  to  Winchester,  where  he  remained  five  years.  Dur- 
ing the  time,  November  19,  1829,  he  married  Raclicl  Wav,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  Mrs.  Way  blessed  her  husband  with 
ten  children,  namely;  William  M.  (deceased),  Mary  J.  (deceased), 
Phebe  A.  (deceased),  the  first  white  child  bora  in  Peru,  and  also  the 
first  death  in  the  V>wn.  She  was  bora  Aug.  31, 1834,  -^ug. 
31  of  the  same  year.  Jonathan  A.,  Margaret  L.  (deceased),  James 
F.,  William  M.,  Rebecca  E.,  John  Way  and  Charles  L.  Mrs.  Lis- 
ton died  May  30,  1879.  The  Doctor  is  eighty-two  years  old  and 
in  good  health.  He  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F. 
fraternities,  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  and  has  been  a 
life-long  Democrat,  having  voted  for  General  Jackson  early  in  life. 
He  now  resides  with  his  son,  John  W.  Liston,  a  dtizen  of  tlus  town- 
ship, whose  birth  occurred  in  Wabash  County,  March  tq,  1846. 
John  began  teaching  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  taught 
four  years.  He  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  interests  of  his  township.  He  was  elected  Township 
Thistee  by  a  handsome  majority  in  1886,  and  under  his  manage- 
ment the  sdiools  are  prospering.  He  was  also  superintendent  of 
the  gravel  roads  in  this  township  for  a  number  of  years.  Jan- 
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nary  17,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Shivelv,  dauj^htcr  of 
David  R.  Shively,  of  Ohio,  a  union  blessefi  with  the  birth  of  three 
children — William  F.   (deceased!,  Anna  D.  iuid  David  T. 

DR.  HENRY  P.  McDOWELL  was  bom  in  Pipe  Creek 
Township,  December  20^  1852.  His  parents,  David  and  Nancy 
(Childrees)  McDowell,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former 
of  Irish  and  the  latter  of  German  descent.  The  days  of  Henrv's 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  on  his  father's  farm,  and  in 
acquiring  a  common  school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  began  life  for  himself)  devoting  his  attention  to  school 
teaching,  which  vocation  he  followed  very  successfully  for  ten 
years.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  gi^dance  of 
Dr.  Henry  Alford,  of  Walton.  After  rcadinf:f  three  rears  with 
him  he  entered  ilie  Indiana  Medical  College,  {graduating  in  March, 
1882.    Since  his  return  to  Bunker  Hill,  he  has  been  engaged  in 

Jractidng  his  profession,  having  built  up  a  lucrative  bumness. 
une  I,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Bryant,  and  to  them 
have  been  bom  four  children,  as  follows:  Marion,  Gladys,  Ben- 
son and  Charles.  Dr.  McDowell  is  poHtically  a  Democrat,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  public.  His  portrait 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

DR.  JAMES  A.  MEEK  was  bom  in  Scott  County,  Indiana, 
August  18,  1828.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  LydiaB.  (Hass) 
Meek,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Virginia.  From  ten  years 
of  age  our  subject  relied  upon  his  own  resources  for  a  living.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  went  tn  La  Porte  and  entered  the  office  of  his 
uncle,  Dr.  T.  D.  Lemon,  lie  studied  medicine  with  his  uncle  for 
two  years  and  attended  lectures  at  the  Indiana  Medical  College, 
which  was  then  located  at  LaPorte.  Li  1850  he  began  practicing  his 
profession  in  New  Marion,  Ripley  Count\',  Indiana.  The  gold 
excitement  was  then  at  its  height,  and  the  Doctor,  with  others,  left 
on  the  first  day  of  March,  1852,  overland  for  California.  The  entire 
distance  was  traveled  with  ox  teams,  e.xcepting  one  hundred  miles 
over  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  which  he  traveled  in  four  days 
CD  foot.  After  several  unsuccessful  efforts  in  taking  claims,  he 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Marysville.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he 
returned  to  the  States,  and  December  25,  was  married  to  Matilda 
E.  Lewis,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ann  M.  Lewis.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  imion:  Mary  L.  and  Thomas  O.  From  the 
time  of  his  marriage  until  1858,  Dr.  Meek  was  located  in  Peru,  but 
has  since  been  a  resident  of  Bunker  Hill.  In  1866  Mrs.  Meek  died. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  her.  In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Mary  B. 
Gilmore,  widow  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Gilmore,  surgeon  of  the  9th 
Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteers.   Dr.  and  Mrs.  Meek  are  the  parents 
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of  two  diiMren:   Daniel  T.  and  Mary  F.   Dr.  Meek  is  a  member 

of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities. 

JOSEPH  S.  MILLS.— Mr.  MiUs  was  bom  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  March  19,  tJ^37,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Elizaheth 
(Swerer)  Mills.  His  father  came  from  Ireland  and  his  mother 
from  New  Jersey.  He  passed  his  3  outh  and  early  manhood  on 
his  father*8  farm,  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  was  educated  in  the 
county  school,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  hc^sua  life  upon  lus 
own  responsibility,  as  a  farmer.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1868, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  industrious  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Pike  Creek  Township.  He  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  well 
improved  land  in  Section  13,  and  is  now  comfortably  situated,  a 
result  obt^ed  through  his  own  exertions.  He  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  the  prindples  of  the  RepubUcan  party.  Mr.  Mills  was 
married  May  25,  i860,  to  Miss  F.  M.  Dodge,  of  Preble 
Coimty,  Ohio,  who  was  bom  Januarj"^  29,  1845.  The  result  of 
this  marriage  has  been  six  children:  George  F.,  born  October 
28,  1861,  died  April  6,  1864;  William  C,  bom  November  4, 
i8iS3,  died  August  29,  1865;  Charles  L.,  bom  July  9,  1865; 
EOok  F.,  bom  June  29,  1867;  Marion  E.,  bom  September  22, 
1882;  and  Lizzie,  born  November  20,  1883.  Mrs.  Mills  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 

JOHN  W.  O'HARA  is  a  native  of  Connersvnlle,  Fayette 
County,  Indiana,  born  September  22,  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Catharine  fGalvin^  0*Hara,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  At  an 
early  age  the  subject  ot  this  sketch  moved  with  his  parents  to  Rush 
County,  where  the  father  died  in  the  fall  of  1861,  thus  leaving  a 
large  and  helpless  family  dependent  on  the  care  of  a  widowed 
mother.  Soon  after  the  death  of  the  father  the  family  moved  to 
Cass  County  and  settled  on  an  undeveloped  farm  near  Galveston. 
By  unremitting  energy  the  woodland  was  soon  converted  into  the 
growing  field,  and  the  poverty,  which  the  family  had  long  endured, 
gave  way  to  prosperity.  He  received  his  elementary  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  adopted  count}*  and  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Galveston,  which  he  attended  during  the  winter  of  each 
year.  Believing  himself  competent  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
a  pedagogue,  he  entered  that  profession  in  October,  1875,  teaching 
three  successive  terms  in  the  same  district,  which  fact  ^tone  speaks 
for  his  success.  He  afterward  filled  the  responsible  position  of 
principal  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Graded  School.  He  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  Pipe  Creek  Township,  which  position  he  held 
iOT  three  years.  In  1883  he  bought  the  oflice  and  equipments  of 
the  Bunker  Hill  Press f  and  became  its  editor  and  pro]>rietor.  Under 
the  management  of  Mr.  O'Hara  the  Press  has  been  a  financial  suo 
cess,  and  in  matter  and  make-up  commends  itself  to  its  patrons. 
For  the  party  service  rendered  and  his  acknowledged  qualifications^ 
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Mr.  O'Hara  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Bunker  Hill,  September, 
1885.  Mr.  O'Hara  was  married  January,  1878,  to  Miss  Ella  C. 
Thornton,  of  Galveston,  Cass  Countv,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children,  viz.:  Mav  (deceased),  Bessie.  James 
and  Genevieve.  Mrs.  O'llaru  is  a  lady  o£  superior  intelligence, 
and,  besides  bein|^  a  ready  writer  in  prose,  has  written  much  m 
verse,  which  is  said,  by  those  best  acquainted  with  her  writings,  to 
possess  much  merit. 

WILLIAM  W.  ROHBIXS,  proprietor  of  the  Robbins 
Hotel  in  Bunker  Ilill.  is  llie  second  in  a  family  of  six  children 
born  to  Joseph  M.  and  Eli/iabeth  (^Kno.x)  Robbins,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  of  En^hsh  descent;  the  latter  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  of  Irish  descent.  The  parents  were  united  in  m<ir- 
riage  in  Jefferson  County  in  the  year  1841,  and  moved  to 
DeKalb  County,  Indiana,  in  1851,  where  they  resided  until  their 
respective  deaths,  the  mother  dying  in  1863  and  the  father  in 
1876.  William  grew  to  manhood  in  DeKalb  Count}-,  and  was 
raised  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  obtained  a  good  English 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  tried  to  enter  the 
army,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  but  was  accepted 
later.  Me  enlisted  in  Conipanv  D.  One  Hundred  and  Eei^hteenth 
Regiment,  Indiana  \'olunteers,  under  Buchanan,  and  served  eight 
months,  when  he  received  an  honorable  discharge.  He  enlisted 
in  September,  1864,  in  Company  G,  Twenty-first  Regiment, 
First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Returning  from'  the  war  he  embarked  in  tlie  jihntography 
business,  which  he  conducted  until  i^7S-  ^"  18S0,  he  took 
charge  of  the  Robbins  Hotel  in  Bunker  Hill.  April  22,  1869, 
Alice  E.  Dinius  became  his  wife.  They  were  married  by  Rev. 
Bishop  A.  Weaver,  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  She  is  a  native  of 
Huntini;t()n  County,  born  Jul}-  18,  185 1,  and  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  ciiildren  born  to  John  G.  and  Marv  (  Bash)  Dinius,  natives 
of  Stark  County,  Ohio,  and  of  German  descent.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins,  namely:  Edith,  Clara 
£.  and  Paul*  Mr.  Robbins  is  now  captain  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Light  Guards,  which  company  he  organized  in  188$.  While  a 
resident  of  Huntington  County  he  hdd  a  commission  as  second 
lieutenant  in  the  Lime  City  Battery,  a  Strite  organization.  Mr. 
Robbins  is  one  of  the  leaders  and  able  counselors  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  Miami  County,  a  member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.  and 
John  M.  Wilson  Post,  No.  i3,  G.  A.  R. 

BENSON  SULAVAN,  son  of  Joshua  and  Nancy  Sulavan, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, is  tlie  proprietor  of  the  leading  general  store  of  merchan- 
dise in  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  born  near  Athens,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary I,  1838.    His  parents  emigrated  to  and  setded  in  Harrison 
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Township,  this  county,  in  1847.  Here  they  purchased  a  wild 
tract  of  land,  built  a  cabin  and  opened  up  roads,  there  being 
but  two  laid  out  roads  south  of  the  Wabash.  Benson  was 
reared  at  home  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  bat- 
tling with  life  alone.  He  engaged  in  £arm  labor  for  some, time, 
and  then  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  until  twenty-four  years 
old.  July  22  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eighty-seventh  Regi- 
ment Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  placed  in  the  Department  of 
the  Ohio,  under  Buell.  He  remained  during  the  war,  partici- 
pating in  the  following  batdes:  PerryviUe,  Hoover's  Gap,  Tul- 
lahoma,  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Mission  Ridge,  Ringgold, 
Dalton,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and 
Alarietta,  and,  strange  to  say,  passed  through  all  those  hard 
fought  battles  without  receiving  a  wound.  Prior  to  entering  the 
war  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  E.  Rees,  September  3,  1857. 
To  this  union  was  bom  one  child,  Charles  A.,  who  is  now  aid- 
ing his  father  in  the  mercantile  business.  Mrs.  Sulavan  was 
called  away  in  1867.  and  December  4,  1868,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lucinda  Keyes,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Sulavan 
is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M,,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  is  a  thorough-going  business  man,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

ALVIN  L.  U  ECKLER,  only  son  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Walters)  Wetklcr,  both  natives  of  Germany,  was  bom  January 
30,  1858,  in  this  county.  He  received  an  ordinary  education. 
Owing  to  the  father's  delicate  health,  it  devolved  upon  Alvin  to  take 
charge  o£  th«  farm  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age.  September  21, 
1882,  he  married  Miss  Ida  Bell  Duckwall,  daughter  of  John  and 
Lydia  Duckwall,  old  and  respected  residents  of  this  county.  Mn, 
Weckler  was  born  July  24,  1859.  After  completing  the  common 
school  course,  she  attended  Franklin  College  for  two  years,  and 
then  taught  school  for  a  number  of  ^'ears.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Jennie  Olive  and  John  WiUiam.  Mr.  Weckler  owns  a  half 
interest  in  the  Champion  Mills,  near  Bunker  Hill,  and  a  half  interest 
in  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  locality.  He  is  a  Republican  in  pol- 
litics,  and  a  voung  man  of  energy  and  nihility. 

DR.  WILLIAM  T.  WILSON,  a  promincni  physician  of 
Bunker  Hill,  is  a  son  of  Reuben  and  Miriam  ^Overmanj  Wilson, 
both  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  of  English  descent.  He  was 
bom  in  Cuyahoga  Count}-,  Ohio,  August  4,  1827.  When  quite 
young  his  parents  came  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  on 
a  farm.  The  Doctor,  having  prepared  himself  for  college,  attended 
Earlhani  for  one  \ear  and  a  half.  Tie  then  went  South  with  a 
drove  of  horses,  and  visited  his  relations  in  South  and  North  Caro- 
lina aqd  Virginia.  After  his  return  he  taught  school  for  several 
years.   In  185 1  he  began  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Purviance,  of 
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what  was  then  known  as  "  New  Port,"  but  now  called  Fountain 
City,  with  whom  he  remained  three  and  a  half  years;  after  which  he 
practiced  his  profession  in  West  Newton,  Marion  County.  Durinir 
this  time  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Cooper,  daughter  of  Robert 
Cooper,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Henry  County.  Two  children 
blessed  this  union:  Ida  B.  and  Eva  M.  The  Doctor  lost  his  wife 
April  I,  1866,  and  was  again  married.  May  8,  1873,  to  Mary  A. 
Barker,  relative  of  the  noted  Dr.  Fordyce  Barker,  of  Relltn  ue  Col- 
lege, New  York.  In  1866,  Dr.  Wilson  located  in  J^unker  Hill, 
where  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession.  Pre- 
vious to  his  coming  he  took  a  two  years*  course  of  lectures  in  the 
Cleveland  Medical  College,  and  also  took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the 
Rush  Medical  College  of  Chi  cage,  where  he  graduated  in  medicine 
and  sur^^ery,  January,  1863.  He  is  a  Republican  and  a  strictly  tem- 
perate man. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Richland  Township — Thb  Pionbbrs — ^Miu^  and  Industries — 
O RG ANiz ATiON — ^Early  Evbnts — Churchbs — Chili — ^Paw 
Paw — ^WooLBYTOWN — ^Anson — Biographical  Skbtchbs. 

RICHLAND  TOWNSHIP  is  situated  in  the  tier  of  townships 
on  the  eastern  border  of  the  county,  and  includes  a  superfiaal 

area  of  about  thirty-eight  square  miles,  or  24,320  acres.  It  lies  a 
little  north  of  the  centrnl  part  of  the  count\'  nnd  is  bounded  as  fol- 
lows: Perry  Township  on  the  north,  Wabash  Count v  on  the  east. 
Erie  and  Peru  Townships  on  the  south,  and  the  townships  of  Jeffer- 
son and  Union  on  the  west.  Eel  River  flows  through  the  township 
from  northeast  to  southwest,  and  receives  in  its  course  a  number  of 
tributaries:  chief  among  whfch  is  Flower  Creek.  The  latter  flows 
in  a  southerly  course  through  the  central  part  of  the  township  and 
empties  into  the  river  near  the  village  of  Chili.  The  country  adja- 
cent to  the  river  is  somewhat  broken,  while  the  other  parts  of  the 
township  are  pleasantly  diveiwfied;  level  lands  and  gentle  undula- 
tions alternating.  The  soil  varies  in  structure;  the  land  lying  along 
the  streams  being  the  most  productive  It  contains  a  l.u  rre  per  cent 
of  vejretable  matter,  with  a  mixture  of  light  sand  and  jiorous  c1a}% 
containing  in  every  respect  the  highest  elements  of  fci  tilit\ .  The 
other  portions  of  the  township  are  also  highly  productive,  and  no 
more  appropriate  name  than  **  RichJand**  could  possibly  be  thought 
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of  as  a  deagpatioii  for  the  township.  The  citizens  are  an  intellierent, 
thrifty  class  of  people,  who  have  carried  the  science  of  agriculture 
to  a  degree  of  comparative  perfection. 

JPionerrs.^A  little  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  the  territory 
embraced  within  the  present  limits  of  Richland,  was  a  wilderness 
undisturbed  by  tlie  presence  of  white  men.  Predatory  savage 
tribes  were  the  only  inhabitants,  and  wild  animals,  both  fierce  and 
numerous,  lurked  amid  the  dense  forests,  the  dark  retreats  of  which 
afforded  them  secure  hiding  places.  Occasionally  a  few  himters 
and  trappers,  lured  by  a  love  of  adventure,  and  the  abundance  of 
of  J^ame,  visited  the  country,  but  made  no  attempts  at  improvements 
beyond  erecting  a  few  temporary  habitations,  spending  all  their  time 
In  the  enjoyment  of  their  fovorite  pursuits.  They  were  sojourners, 
rather  than  settlers,  the  spume  that  crested  the  wave  of  advancing 
civ  ilization ;  and  havinf;  a  large  region  wherein  to  choose,  soon 
drilled  to  other  localities.  The  year  18.^6  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
the  lirst  actual  settlers,  conspicuous  among  w  hom  was  David  Will- 
iams, who  built  his  cabin  upon  what  is  now  known  as  the  Davis 
farm.  The  Long  famil}*  came  about  the  same  time,  and  located  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  township,  in  Section  14,  w  here  John 
LfOng,  the  oldest  living  settler  at  this  time,  still  resides.  James 
Long,  a  brother  of  John,  settled  where  Charles  Long  now  lives,  and 
befon-  the  close  of  1836,  William  Jones  was  living  in  the  .same  part 
of  the  tow  nship,  on  the  farm  owned  and  occupied  at  this  time  by 
Joseph  Norris.  So  far  as  known  the  above  were  the  only  residents 
of  Richland  prior  to  1837. 

In  the  latter  year,  however,  a  number  of  substantial  settlers 
sought  homes  in  the  new  country,  among  whom  were  Robert 
Miller,  wlio  located  where  his  sons  live,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
township;  James  Conner,  on  the  Wilson  farm;  John  ElUson,  in  the 
northeast  comer,  where  the  widow  Smith  now  lives;  Allen  Lock- 
ridge,  in  t^e  same  locality;  Edmund  L  Kidd,  a  short  distance  south, 
of  the  Miller  place:  John  Conner,  on  the  Holinshade  farm:  Moses 
Martindale,  where  his  descendants  still  reside;  Daniel  Ward,  on  the 
James  Holinshade  farm;  Martin  Scruggs,  on  the  JiaUimore  place; 
Jesse  Martindale,  on  the  present  site  of  Chili  village;  Richard 
Miller,  brother  of  Robert  Miller,  near  the  village^  of  Paw-Paw,  of 
which  he  was  proprietor;  Alvin  Riddle,  east  of  Paw-Paw;  William 
Bish.  a  short  distance  north  of  Chili,  and  Thomas  Smith,  on  the 
Bish  farm.  The  followintr  two  vi'ars  settlements  were  made  bv 
Henry  Norris,  east  of  Paw -Paw  village;  Amos  Murphey,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township;  Mr.  House,  on  the  N.  G.'MiUer  farm, 
near  Paw-Paw;  Samuel  Rank,  in  the  northeast  comer,  on  Eel 
Rivei  :  John  Miller,  where  his  widow  lives,  not  far  from  Paw-Paw; 
R.  C.  i  larrison  and  Robert  Watson,  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
township;  Mr.  Finley,  on  Eel  River,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
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township;  Joseph  Clark,  in  the  same  locality;  J.  D.  Cox,  one  mile 
south  of  Paw-Paw;  a  Mr.  Venamong,  on  the  James  Molinshade 
f  inn:  Mr.  Griffy,  on  the  Speck  place:  Michael  Taylor,  where  he 
still  resides;  Jacob  Peer,  on  the  Hai^ev  farm;  Samuel  Hart,  on  the 
Brower  farm;  Reuben  Overman,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Lalta 
farm;  Samuel  Fisher,  east  of  Chili;  Caleb  Petty,  south  central  part, 
where  he  is  still  living;  David  Marquis,  Willis  Hill  and  Alanson 
O  »\vd,  in  Section  i  of  Township  28  north.  Range  4. east;  Solomon 
Hobaugh,  in  Section  10;  Da\  id  Graliam  and  Benjamin  Baltimore, 
Section  13:  Peter  Woolpert  and  Benjamin  Gritiith.  Section  14: 
Knos  Baldwin  and  John  Sellers,  Section  23,  and  others,  whose 
places  of  settlement  were  not  learned.  Additional  to  the  above,  the 
following  settlers  made  improvements  in  various  parts  of  the  town- 
ship  in  an  early  day:  Samuel  Jameson,  Lewis  King.  Watson  Mon- 
teith,  James  Jones,  Samuel  Ileihiian,  E/ckirl  Reed,, Joseph  Hall, 
Joseph  Clark,  Thomas  Black,  Josiah  and  William  Petty,  IVlr.  Rid- 
dle, Thomas  Smith,  David  Marquis,  James  Tracy,  Samuel  Davis, 
Andrew  Wolfe,  Jonathan  Fisher,  Benjamin  Guire,  Andrew  Hann, 
Jacob  Lander,  James  Holinshade,  Reuben  K.  Charles,  Amos  and 
James  Wooley,  Jesse  Murphey  and  Willis  Hill.  Tht  ali(t\  o,  doubt- 
less, comprise  the  majority  of  the  rarlv  settlers  of  Riclilanu.  although 
there  may  have  been  others  entitled  to  mention  whose  names  our 
informants  failed  to  give  us. 

Mills  and  Other  Imdusiries. — ^It  is  difficult  at  this  day  to 
imagine  a  state  of  society  ^here  even  the  commercial  means  of 
social  progress  must  be  invented  and  set  in  motion,  but  the  pio- 
neer found  this  fact  a  very  prominent  and  practical  one  in  his 
early  experience.  The  supplies  brought  into  the  country  bv  the 
immigrant  were  occasionally  by  the  closest  economy,  made  to 
last  until  the  growing  crop  or  garden  could  supply  the  necesri- 
ties  of  the  family.  For  several  'years,  in  some  of  the  settle- 
ments, the  peo|de  were  obliged  to  rely  almost  altogether  upon 
their  own  resources.  The  nearest  point  where  flour  could  be 
got  or  wheat  ground  was  the  Burrell  Daniels  mill,  on  Eel  River, 
west  of  Mexico,  a  trip  to  which  through  the  forests  in  the  absence 
of  roads  was  an  undertaking  of  no  little  difficulty.  A  temporary 
supply  of  grain  was  occasionally  secured  from  some  older  set- 
tler who  had  harvested  a  crop,  which  sufficed  until  the  growing 
com  became  of  sufficient  size  to  eat.  Wlien  the  kernel  was  suf- 
Hciently  firm,  the  grater  was  brought  into  requisition,  and  a  sort 
of  head  or  porridge  made.  The  grater  often  got  the  nanje  of 
"blood  mill"  from  the  mishaps  which  frequently  befell  the 
fingers  of  the  ofKsrator.  This  simple  machine  was  made  by  per- 
forating the  bottom  or  sides  of  a  worn-out  tin  pan  with  numer- 
ous small  holes,  which  were  punched  with  a  nail  or  similar  instru- 
ment, and  upon  the  ragged  edges  of  these  perforations,  the 
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immatiire  corn  was  rubbed  until  little  but  the  cob  remained. 
When  the  grain  became  hard  and  the  grater  no  longer  effective, 
the  mortar  was  brought  into  requisition.    This  consisted  of  a 

lar^e  block  or  stump,  in  which  a  kellle-shaped  excavation  was 
made  bv  burning  or  scraping.  A  pestle  was  made  of  a  heavy 
pole,  to  the  end  of  which  was  often  lixed  an  iron  wedge.  This 
was  suspended  to  a  sweep,  such  as  was  formerly  used  at  wells, 
the  lower  end  of  which  was  fixed  to  the  ground  by  stakes,  con- 
verting it  into  a  spring  pole.  Many  of  the  cabins  had  the  burn- 
ing block,  and  among  the  earlier  sounds  about  the  domicile  was 
the  monotonus  proceeding  of  the  frontier  mill.  The  machine 
furnished  several  grades  of  meal  from  fairly  fine  to  simply  cracked 
grains,  and  this  was  separated  by  seives,*  some  of  which  were 
constructed  with  a  deer  skin  tightly  stretched  on  a  frame  and 
punctured  with  small  holes.  The  tiner  part  of  the  meal  was 
transformed  into  the  "  dcjdger,''  which  was  baked  uj^on  the  hearth, 
while  the  coarser  product  was  served  up  as  honnny. 

Although  the  stream  afforded  good  sites  for  the  construction 
of  water  mills,  the  necessary  machinery  and  mechanical  skill 
were  for  a  long  time  wanting.  The  first  grist  mill  within  the 
borders  of  Richland  was  built  on  what  is  now  the  J.  C.  Davis  farm 
as  early  as  1841  by  one  CJeorge  Goudy,  who  operated  it  with 
good  success  for  several  years.  The  mill  building  was  a  frame 
structure,  supplied  with  fair  machinery,  and  received  its  motive 
power  from  the  waters  of  Eel  River.  .  It  passed  through  the 
hands  of  various  parties,  and  ceased  o()erations  about  the  year 
1883.  The  last  proprietor  was  a  Mr.  Zevner.  Another  fiouring 
mill  was  built  a  few  vears  later  on  Eel  river,  above  the  town 
of  Chili,  by  W  illiam  McCally,  which  is  still  standing,  operated 
at  this  time  by  Jacob  Myers.  It  has  been  repaired  and  is  now 
doing  a  fairly  successful  business.  About  the  year  1846,  John 
Long  built  a  saw  mill  on  Flower  Creek,  near  Chili,  which  was 
subsequenth  converted  into  a  mill  for  grinding  grain  by  Wil- 
liam IVfcCoIlev,  who  operated  it  .several  years.  The  machinery 
was  afterwards  moved  from  the  country,  and  the  old  building 
finally  fell  into  decay.  Messrs.  Daniels  &  Bums  built  a  large 
frame  flouring  mill  on  Eel  River,  near  the  northeast  comer 
of  the  township,  about  the  year  1858.  It  was  operated  by  Dan- 
iels &  Bums  several  years,  and  afterwards  by  L.  Patterson, 
who  did  the  last  grinding  in  1879  or  '80.  One  of  the  first 
early  saw  mills  in  the  township  was  built  by  Samuel  Rank  about 
1850,  and  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Daniels  flouring  mill.  It  was 
in  operation  for  several  years  and  did  a  fairly  successful  local 
business.  A  still  earlier  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  lumber  was 
built  on  Paw- Paw  Creek,  one-half  mile  west  of  Paw-Paw  village, 
some  time  in  the  forties,  by  Robert  Miller,  who  operated  it 
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quite  extensivel}-  for  a  number  of  years.    It  subsequently  passed 

into  the  hands  of  other  parties  and  ceased  operations  about  the 
year  1874.  Jonas  Hoover  was  the  last  proprietor.  A  saw  mill 
was  built  on  Eel  River,  opposite  the  village  of  Chili,  some  time 
in  the  fifties,  by  William  Miller.  It  manufactured  a  great  deal 
of  lumber,  but  was  allowed  to  fall  into  disuse  about  the  year 
1870*  Another  early  industry  of  the  township  was  a  carding 
machine  erected  bv  Mr.  Martindale  on  Flower  creek,  near  Chili, 
prior  to  1846.  It  ran  several  years  as  a  woolen  factorv,  but. 
not  proving  remunerative,  was  subsequently  remodi'led  and  sup- 
plied with  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  flour  and  meal.  It 
tell  into  decay  many  >  ears  ago,  and  but  few  vestiges  now  remain 
to  mark  the  spot  upon  which  the  building  stood.  There 
have  been  se\'eral  steam  saw  mills  in  the  township  at  different 
times,  and  the  lumber  business  has  for  years  been  an  important 
industry. 

Township  Organizaiion. — Richland  Township  was  organized 
and  set  apart  as  a  separate  jurisdiction  on  the  6th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1837.  "The  following  August,  1838,  an  election  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  chosin^^  the  oflicers  necessary  to  put  the  township  machinery 
in  motion  was  lield  at  the  residence  of  David  Williams.  Edmund 
I.  Kidd  and  Martin  Scruggs  were  chosen  the  tirst  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  Moses  Martindale,  Thomas  Smith  and  David  Williams, 
Trustees. 

Early  Events* — ^«  Among  the  first  marriagesr  celebrated  m  the 

township  was  that  of  WilUs  Buck  to  a  daughter  of  Robert  Watson, 
in  T839.  same  vear  was  solemnizt'd  the  marriage  of  ICdmund 

BlacknKiti  and  a  Miss  Williams,  daughter  of  David  Williams.  The 
first  deatli,  so  far  as  known,  was  that  of  a  daughter  of  Richard  Mil- 
ler, which  occurred  some  time  in  1839.  Among  the  first  births  of 
the  township  was  tliat  of  Richard  Miller,  son  of  Robert  and  Rebecca 
Miller,  born  in  the  year  1838.  The  oldest  burying  ground  in  Rich- 
land is  the  ChiH  cemetery,  where  rest  many  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  tin-  coiintrv.  The  Paw-Paw  graveyard  was  consecrated  to  the 
burial  of  the  dead  in  1840.  and  the  first  person  interred  therein  was 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Amy  Miller." 

Churches. — Among  the  early  pioneers  of  Richland  were  many 
pious  men  and  women,  consequently  its  religious  history  dates  from 
the  period  of  its  first  settlement.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  the 
cabin  of  Robert  Miller  in  1837.  by  ministers  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Among  the  earliest  whom  arc  remembered  were  Re\  s. 
Beswick,  Truslow,  Raymond,  McFarland  and  Westlake.  The 
same  year  public  services  were  held  at  John  Long's  residence,  where 
in  1838  was  organized  a  small  class,  out  of  which,  subsequently, 
grew  the  organization  at  Chili.  The  Paw-Paw  Church  in  the  east- 
em  part  of  the  township  was  organized  about  the  year  1839, 
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among  its  early  members  were  Robert  Miller,  Rebecca  Miller, 
E.  I.  Kidd  and  wife,  Ellen  Kidd,  J.  D.  Cox,  John  Ellison  and  wife, 
Richard  Miller  and  wife,  John  Miller  and  wife,  Robert  Miller,  Allen 
Lockridge  and  wife,  and  others,  whose  names  were  not  learned. 
Revs.  Webster,  Anderson,  I  lolliday  and  Bradshaw  were  early  pas- 
tors. School  houses  and  private  residences  were  used  as  meet- 
ing places  until  1842,  at  which  time  a  neat  frame  temple  of  worship 
was  built  on  the  land  of  Richard  AGller,  a  short  distance  from  Paw- 
Paw  village.  This  house  has  been  thoroughly  remodeled,  and  at 
this  time  is  one  of  the  best  country  church  eililices  in  the  county. 
The  church  was  formcrlv  the  head  of  the  Paw-Paw  circuit,  but  is 
now  a  point  on  the  circuit  of  Roann.  The  society  has  been  a  potent 
factor  for  good  in  the  community,  and  although  not  so  strong  as  in 
former  years,  is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  an  active  mem- 
bership of  50.  The  officers  at  this  time  are:  J.  M.  Jones,  Oass 
Leader:  J.  C.  Miller  and  J.  M.  Jones,  Stewards;  A.  E.  King,  T.  C. 
Miller.  J.  D.  Cox.  J.  M.  Jones  and  J.  C  Miller.  Trustees. 

Chili  M.  E.  Church  was  organized  at  the  residence  of  John 
Long  in  1838  or  '39,  from  which  date,  until  some  time  in  the 
forties,  meetings  for  public  worship  were  held  at  the  houses  of 
different  members.  The  early  histor\'  of  the  society  is  somewhat 
obscure,  owing  to  the  absence  of  anvthing  like  an  authentic  rt-cord. 
But  from  the  oldest  member  now  living  we  learn  that  Frederick 
Long,  Moses  Martindale  and  Sanmel  Woolpert,  w  ith  members  of 
their  respective  families,  were  among  the  first  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  organization.  For  several  years  the  growth  of 
the  society  was  somewhat  slow,  but  as  the  settlers  increased  it 
began  to  taki-  oti  new  life,  and,  early  in  the  fortii-s,  the  propriety 
of  erecting  a  house  of  worship  began  to  be  discussed.  Tiie  under- 
taking, once  inaugurated,  was  in  due  time  prosecuted  to  comple- 
tion, and,  about  uie  year  1845,  a  frame  building  was  erected  in 
Chili,  a  short  distance  from  the  spot  occupied  by  the  present  edi- 
fice. Beginning  with  the  year  1843,  the  following  were  among 
the  pastors  of  the  church  until  within  a  comparatively  recent  date, 
viz:  Allen  Skillman,  Paul  Jones,  O.  P.  Bovden.  Jacolt  Colcla/.er, 
D.  F.  Slrite,  George  Guild,  P.  J.  Beswick,  Mr.  Hazen,  Arthur 
Badley,  P.  F.  Milner,  John  Davis,  William  Reeder,  J.  C.  Medsker, 
Mr.  McCaster,  S.  Woolpert,  R.  H.  Calvert,  S.  P.  Stephens, 
T.  C.  VV^hite,  A.  \ .  (Jarrell,  H.  J.  Lacy,  R.  Buchanan,  A.  S.  Lakin, 
Lewis  Roberts,  W.  J.  Vigus,  Enoch  Wavmire,  W.  J.  Martindale, 
Samuel  Lamb,  William  Conistock,  V.  M.  lieamer.  John  Birt.  David 
Thompson,  P.  Carland,  James  Leonard,  C.  L.  Disbro,  R.  J.  Parrott, 
W.  R.  Jordan,  F.  A.  Robinson,  James  Johnson,  J.  H,  Ford  and 
George  Hill.  The  present  substantial  brick  temple  of  worship, 
the  largest  and  most  commodious  church  edifice  in  the  township, 
was  finished  and  formally  dedicated  in  the  year  1866.    The  mem- 
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bership  of  the  society  at  this  time  numbers  about  fifty-eight.  David 

Woolpert  is  class  leader,  and  David  Woolpert,  steward. 

C/iili  /u/p/ist  Church. — -The  history  of  this  organization  dates 
from  about  the  year  1856;  although  meetings  by  ministers  of  the 
Baptist  denomination  were  held  at  different  places  throughout  the 
township  several  years  prior  to  that  time.  The  original  member- 
ship was  quite  small,  and  for  a  number  of  years  a  neighboring 
school  house  and  the  school  building  of  Chili  were  used  as  places  of 
public  worship.  The  society  continued  to  increase  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  house  of  worship  became  necessary,  and  measures  for 
providiiiLj  tli<'  same  were  inaugurated  in  1877.  The  following  year 
the  preaenl  building,  a  handsome  frame  structure  36,\6o  feet  in  size, 
was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.  It  stands  in  the  western  part  of 
the  village  and  is  a  credit  to  the  congregation.  Among  the  first 
pastors  of  the  church  was  Rev.  J.  Barrett,  a  man  of  scholarly  attain- 
ments and  great  personal  popularity.  His  labors  were  greatly 
ble.ssed,  and  the  evidence  of  his  devotion  to  the  cause  he  represented 
will  long  be  remembered  by  his  people.  The  next  pastor  was 
Rev.  P.  Rowden,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  Baptist  ministers 
of  Northern  Indiana.  During  his  pastoral  the  society  increased  in 
numbers  and  unusual  interest  was  manifested  throuLfli  ilie  agency  of 
his  extraordinary  pulpit  efforts.  Rev.  E.J.  Drip  ministered  to  the 
church  with  great  acceptance  for  some  time,  as  did  also  Rev.  J.  B. 
Bair.  The  pastor  in  charge  at  this  time  is  Rev.  Mr.  Graham.  The 
membership  numbers  about  130,  and  the  society  is  in  every  way  in 
a  healthy  condition  and  prosperous,  indicating  that  the  pastor  and 
people  are  mutually  satisfied  with  existing  relations.  The  officers 
are:  E.  S.  Landis,  clerk:  Evan  Bell,  James  Holinshade,  Samuel 
Grifrith  and  N.  C.  Hall,  deacons. 

Vtllaire  of  CAii$»—lt  18  not  expected  that  the  simple  narrative 
of  these  pages  will  be  anything  more  than  a  mere  record  of  the 
events  pertaining  to  the  founding  and  development  of  this  quiet  little 
town.  The  village  of  Chili  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  north  bank 
of  Eel  River,  three  miles  east  of  Denver,  and  is  surrounded  by  a 
region  of  country  which,  in  point  of  fertility  and  improvement,  is 
second  to  no  other  part  of  Miami  County.  The  events  which  led  to 
the  birth  of  the  town  originated  in  the  general  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  for  a  trading  point,  and  we  may 
also  sa\'  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  founders  to  realize  a  little  for- 
tune from  the  sale  of  lots,  as  the  admirable  location  promised  much 
for  the  future  wi'lfare  of  the  proposed  city.  The  area  embraced 
within  the  original  plat  lies  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  24, 
Township  28  north,  range  4  east,  and  compnsed  a  part  of  the  land 
purchased  from  the  government  by  Jesse  Mendenhr.ll,  who  had  the 
village  surveyed  in  October,  1839,  and  recorded  ujuler  the  name  of 
New  Market.    The  plat  shows  22  lots  and  six  streets,  viz:  Broad- 
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way.  North,  Third,  South,  Bluff  and  Lime;  the  first  four  running- 
East  and  West,  and  the  other  two  North  and  South*    Among  the 

first  residents  within  the  present  limits  of  the  village,  was  Daniel 
Lander,  who  huilt  a  small  store  building,  which  is  still  standing, 
occupied  at  the  present  time  by  George  Hammond.  Mr.  Lander 
waft  a  ruling  spirit  in  an  early  day,  holding  the  ofiice  of  Justice  of 
Peace,  and  was  also  the  first  Postmaster  of  the  town.  Lemuel 
Osborne  was  an  early  settler  also.  He  built  a  resident  near  the 
present  site  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  one  of  thefirr.  mechan- 
ics of  tile  |>l;u  i-.  The  house  in  which  he  resided  is  still  stand- 
ing, occupied  at  this  time  by  J.  C.  Belew.  John  Belew  came  to 
the  village  when  it  was  but  a  mere  opening  in  the  surrounding 
forest,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  repair  of  saddles 
and  harness.  The  first  business  man  was  the  present  veteran 
merchant,  N.  C.  Hall,  who  bought  a  general  stock  of  goods  in 
1845,  and  offered  the  same  for  sale  in  a  little  log  cabin  that 
stood  on  tlie  spot  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  Par \  in 
Fike.  Mr.  Hall  early  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  honest,  fair- 
dealing  business  man,  and  with,  the  exception  of  eight  years,  has 
been  identified  with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  town'from 
the  date  of  his  arrival  until  the  present  time.  Mr.  Belew  sold 
goods  in  an  early  day,  engaging  in  the  trade  a  little  later  than 
than  Hall,  and  continuing  for  a  limited  period.  The  ne.xt  busi- 
ness men  were  probably  Messrs.  Guy  &  Norris,  who  ran  a 
general  store,  as  partners,  for  a  short  time.  Among  other  busi- 
ness men,  froin  time  to  tilne,  were  the  following:  Mr.  Moffatt, 
Hurst,  Lash,  William  Connor,  Mr.  Sargent,  Samuel  Kessling,  Adam 
Await,  D.  Sturgis  and  George  Await. 

The  first  physician  to  locate  in  the  town  was  Dr.  W.J.  Chamb- 
lin,  whose  arrival  antedates  the  year  1847.  After  him  came  from 
time  to  time  the  following  medical  men,  viz:  Drs.  Beckner,  Rob- 
bins,  J.  Q.  A.  Robbins,  Miranda  and  others.  At  this  time  there 
are  two  resident  physicians,  viz:  Drs.  D.  Ridenoiir  and  J.  C.  Wait. 
The  early  mechanics  were  Lemuel  Osborn,  cabinet-maker;  Mr. 
Await,  wood-workman;  John  DeBolt,  shoe-maker;  Frederick  Gil- 
bert, Henry  Fike  and  John  Shilling,  blacksmiths.  The  first  hotd 
was  kept  by  Thomas  Otter.  For  many  years  Chili  sustained  the 
reputation  of  one  of  the  best  tradin:^  points  in  Miami  County,  but 
with  the  advent  of  the  railroad  and  the  consequent  building  up  of 
Denver,  three  miles  distant,  its  prosperity  began  to  decline.  It  is 
Still,  however,  a  place  of  considerable  local  importance,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  its  location  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  agricultural  district,  i» 
destined  always  to  enjoy  a  fair  proportion  of  the  current  trade.  Its 
population  does  not  j^robabK'  evceed  300.  There  are  two  pros- 
perous church  organizations,  Methodist  and  Baptist,  sketches  of 
which  have  already  been  given,  and  a  fine  two-story  graded  school  . 
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building, one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  There  are  at  tliis  time  two 
good  general  stores  kept  by  N.  C.  Hall  and  and  T.  P,  Swigart,  and 
one  drug  store  kept  by  Harrison  Gilbert. 

The  mechanics  are  Frederick  Gilbt^rt  and  John  Shilling,  shoe- 
makers; Amos  Wilkinson  and  George  liaminond,  carpenters;  Henry 
Oden,  shoe-maker;  Parvin  Fike,  carpenter  and  wagon-maker.  The 
only  hotel  in  the  place  is  kept  by  George  Williams.  Mr.  McDon- 
ald operates  a  large  steam  saw-mill  near  the  railroa(].  and  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  very  prosperous  lumber  business.  John  Fetrow  is 
the  geiulenianly  railroad  agent  and  Mrs.  Lottie  Await  attendii  to 
the  duties  of  tlie  postolFice. 

Chili  Lodge,  lYu.  jo2,  1.  O,  O*  F.^  was  bstituted  about  the 
year  1867  or  *68  with  iive  charter  members.  Among  the  early 
officers  were  William  Tubbs,  N.  G,:  William  Beecher,  V.  G.; 
A.  J?.  Andrews,  Secretary:  M.  Ilursl.  Permanent  Secretary.  A 
large  hall  was  erected  in  1872,  and  at  one  lime  the  lodge  had  a 
membership  of  over  lifty.  It  is  not  nearly  so  prosperous  as  for- 
meriy,  there  being  at  this  time  not  to  exceed  twenty  names  upon  the 
records.  The  officers  for  1886  are  as  follows:  C.  Latta,  N. 
G.;  J.  C.  Wait,  V.  G.;  S.  O.  Bigky.  Secretarj-;  D.  G.  Wool- 
pert,  Permanent  Secretary,  and  R.  N.  Norris,  Treasurer. 

C/iilt  Lodi^r,  JVo.  S^^i  i^'  -1-  ^vas  organized  Septeniber, 
1882,  with  the  following  charter  members:  IS'.  C.  Hall,  J.  W. 
Fetrow,  H.  W.  Baltimore,  John  C.  Belew,  David  Ridenuur, 
James  Davis,  J.  Q.  A.  Robbins,  W.  Huddleston,  John  Thomp- 
son and  Josepli  Asphalt.  The  first  oflitervS  were:  J.  Q.  A.  Rob- 
bins,  W.  M.:  J.  C.  Belew,  S.  W.:  David  Ridenour,  J.  W.; 
James  C.  Davis,  Secretary:  11.  F.  DeHaven.  S.  D.:  John  W. 
Fetrow,  J.  D.,  and  John  Thompson,  T\  !er.  The  lodge  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity,  and  at  this  time 
has  an  active  membership  of  nineteen.  Present  officers — J.  C. 
Belew,  W.  M.;  John  W.  Fetrow,  S.  W.;  Joseph  Asphalt,  J.  W.; 
Da\id  Ridenour,  Secretary;  William  Watson,  Treasurer:  H.  F, 
DeHaven,  S.  D.;  John  Thompson,  J.  D.,  and  James  Davis.  Tvler. 

Ptnv-Paiv. — ^The  village  of  Paw-Paw.  situated  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  township,  was  founded  by  Richartl  \[iller.  who  estab- 
Hshed  a  trading  post  upon  tlie  present  tnte,  so  long  ago,  perhaps,  as 
1840.  His  place  of  business  in  time  becaime  the  nudeus  of  quite  a 
thriving  settlement,  and  to  further  the  interest  of  the  locality,  he 
Joseph  Ilall,  employed  a  .surveyor  and  laid  out  a  plat  of  twentv-four 
lots,  the  record  of  which  bears  date  of  April,  i8.|7.  The  town  thus 
started  soon  attracted  the  usual  number  of  mechanics  and  arti.sans, 
and  within  a  short  time  sevend  shops  of  different  kinds  were  in  ^cdve 
Operation.  Among  the  first  workers  to  ply  their  trades  in  the  place 
were  James  Wright,  blacksmith;  B.  Vandergriff,  Alvin  Kite  and 
George  King,  wagon-makers;  George  Brown  and  Lawson  Hum- 
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phreys  were  the  cabinet-makers  of  the  town,  the  latter  of  whom  did 
quite  a  successful  business  for  several  years.  An  early  industry 
was  a  tanner}',  operated  by  Richard  Miller.  It  was  subsequently 
run  bv  J.  D.  Bolton,  who  did  a  good  business.  J.  Jones  was  the 
first  physician  of  the  placC}  and  the  last  one  to  practice  his  profession 
here  was  I^.  Wm.  Hill.  Richard  ^filler  carried  on  a  general  mer. 
cantile  business  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Daniel 
McCahan.  William  Miller  w  as,  perhaps,  the  next  merchant,  after 
whom  came  in  G.  B.  Miller,  John  Armantrout  and  Daniel  Rep. 
The  town  continued  to  be  a  good  local  trading  point  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Eel  River  Railroad  through  the  country,  a  couple  of 
miles  distant,  which  proved  its  death  blow.  The  mechanics  who 
had  ventured  to  the  place  in  prosperous  days  now  quietly  departed 
for  more  promising  fields.  The  last  merchant  disposed  of  his  mer- 
chandise, and  within  a  short  time  the  epitaph  of  ancient  Carthage 
was  written  for  Paw-Paw.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  N.  G. 
Miller,  who  purchased  the  lots  from  time  to  time  and  removed  the 
bluldings,  the  plat  was  finally  vacated,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
town  that  once  gave  much  promise  has  been  converted  into  a  culti- 
vated Held.  A  few  dismantled  dwellings  and  other  buildings,  time 
stained  and  bearing  every  evidence  of  decay,  are  all  that  now 
remain  to  mark  the  spot  where  once  stood  the  beautiful  and  pros- 
perous little  town  of  Paw-Paw. 

fVool^iaum. — ^In  the  year  1846  Amos  Wooley  and  his  sons, 
William,  J.  N.  and  Amos,  Jr.,  came  to  Richland  and  located 
near  the  northwest  comer  of  the  township,  a  couple  of  miles 
from  the  present  site  of  Denver.  The  Wooley  brothers  were 
mechanics,  and  a  short  time  after  their  arrival  thev  started  a 
a  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop  on  their  place,  which,  at  that  lime, 
was  the  center  of  a  very  thriving  settlement.  They  did  well  at 
their  respective  vocations,  and,  the  locality  being  remote  from 
any  trading  point,  it  was  finally  determined  to  bring  a  store  to 
the  place.  Accordingly,  in  1850,  William  Harp,  a  son-in-law  of 
the  elder  Wooley,  opened  out  with  a  miscellaneous  assortment 
of  merchandise  in  the  upper  room  of  J.  N.  Wooley 's  wagon 
shop.  Encouraged  by  the  success  of  his  venture,  he  subse- 
quently erected  a  good  frame  store  building,  in  which  he  carried 
on  a  thriving  business  until  about  the  year  1B65.  He  left  the 
place  that  year,  moving  his  stock  of  merchandise  to  the  village 
of  Five  Comers,  in  what  is  now  Allen  Township.  The  next 
vender  of  goods  was  one  Abraham  Leedy,  who,  though  not  so 
successful  as  his  predecessor,  did  a  reasonably  prosperous  busi- 
ness, until  the  growth  of  neighboring  villages  interfered  with 
the  success  of  his  trade.  His  was  the  last  mercantile  establish- 
ment in  Wooleytown.  W.  W.  Fetrow  and  Levi  Hill  worked  at 
the  blacksmith's  trade  for  some  time  in  the  village,  and  J.  M.  Hoof- 
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man  earlyaoquired  considerable  reputation  as  a  manufacturer  of  looms 

for  the  weaivng  of  all  kinds  of  common  woolen  fabrics.  Another 
industry  of  this  place  was  the  shop  of  Peter  Hand  &  Son.  man- 
ufacturers of  grain  cradles,  which  at  one  time  had  quite  an  ex- 
tensive sale  throughout  Miami  and  adjoining  counties.  Wooley- 
town,  like  Hie  villages  of  Chifi  and  Paw-Paw»  saw  its  bert  days 
before  the  advent  of  the  railroads,  upon  the  completion  of  which 
its  star  sank  behind  the  horizon,  never  again  to  become  visible. 
No  plat  of  thi'  place  was  ever  made,  and  at  tliis  time  its  site  IS 
ditiicult  to  distinguish  from  the  surroundiii<^  counirv. 

Auson,  a  paper  town  in  Sections  14  and  15,  22  and  23, 
of  Townships  27  and  28,  North  Range  4  East,  was  laid  out 
in  May,  1853,  by  Benjamin  Griffith,  Michael  Taylor,  EH  Free- 
stone and  Thomas  Jameson.  The  site  is  a  short  distance  east 
of  Denver,  and  the  town  was  projected  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  I.,  P.  &  C.  Railroad.  The  road  being  surveyed 
through  the  countr\  a  short  distance  west,  no  efforts  were  niadr 
to  improNe  the  town,  and  the  plat  was  subsequendy  vacated. 
The  physicians  of  the  village  were  Drs.  Baker  and  Griffith. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKBTCHES. 

THOMAS  BLACK,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of 

Miami  County,  is  a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  dates 
his  birth  from  November  21,  i8f2.  His  parents,  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Deem)  Black,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ken- 
tucky, respective! V,  born  as  follows:  The  father  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1776,  and  the  mother  was  born  November  6,  1783.  They 
were  married  in  Kentucky,  April  25,  1802,  and  subseouenlly 
setded  in  Buder  County,  Ohio,  and  later  moved  to  Preble 
Coimty,  Ohio,  where  they  afterwards  resided  until  their  respec- 
tive deaths,  which  occurred  as  follows:  The  father  died  March 
16,  1863,  and  the  mother  June  4,  1867.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  viz:   John,   David,  Uri  and  Thomas,  our  sub- 

i'ect,  the  youngest  member  of  the  family.  He  was  married  in 
i^reble  County,  Ohio,  August  21,  1838,  to  Barbara,  daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Siler)  Craft.  She  was  born  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  March  25,  181. |.  In  the  fall  of  1S43,  Mr.  Black 
moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  in  Richland  Township.  He  owns  15S 
acres  of  fine  and  well-improved  land.  He  has  had  born  to  him 
eight  children,  viz:  William  H.,  bom  November  14,  1841,  John, 
bom  March  10,  1844;  Malissa  C.,  bom  May  8,  1846  (deceased); 
Clementine,  bom  August  20^  1848  (deceased);  Deem,  bom 
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June  20,  1852  ^ deceased);  Thomas  F.,  bom  March  22,  1855, 


highly  .esteemed  and  enterprising  citizen. 

Joseph  L.  liROWER  is  a  native  of  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
son  of  the  old  and  highly  esteemed  pioneers,  Noah  aiul  Sarah  (Ly- 
brook)  Brower,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  respectively. 
Noah  Brower  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Teal)  Brower, 
who  settled  in  Miami  Cotintyy  Indiana,  in  a  very  early  day.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz:  Aaron,  Joseph,  Noah,  Mary, 
Rebecca,  Elizabeth,  Abraham,  Sarah,  Susannah  and  Jacob.  Noah, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Preble  CounU  ,  Ohio,  January 
28, 181 7.  He  came  to  Miami  CounU-,  Indiana,  about  the  year  1836, 
and  was  married  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county,  May  3,1840,  to  the 
above  Sarah,  daughter  of  Balser  and  Mary  (Eikenberry)  Lybrook. 
She  was  bom  in  Union  Count}-,  Indiana,  March  28,  1823.  After 
Noah  Brower's  marriage  he  settled  near  Mexico,  Indiana,  and  for  a 
number  of  \  ears  carried  on  tanning.  He  afterwards  purchased  land 
near  Mexico,  upon  which  he  settled  and  resided  for  eighteen  years. 
He  then  piurhased  a  farm  near  Denver,  Indiana,  upon  which  he 
resided  until  death,  July  22, 1877.  His  wife  sui-vivedhim  until  Jan- 
uary 3,  1885.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  viz: 
Mariah,  born  August  2,  184.1;  Joseph  L.,  born  May  22,  1845; 
Balscr  J.,  born  September  14,  1856;  and  Albert  C.  born  Mav  21, 
1861.  Joseph  L*.  Brower  was  married  in  Richland  Township,  this 
county,  November  17,  1867,  to  Samantha  O.,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
F.  and  Catherine  C.  (Wooley)  Kirby.  She  was  Dom  in  Richland 
Township,  October  24,  1848.*  In  about  the  year  1874,  Brower 
settled  upon  his  present  farm  in  Richland  Township,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  owns  170  acres  of  line  land,  which  is  well 
improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  had  born 
to  him  eight  children,  viz:  Almedia  M.,  bom  October  10,  1868; 
Deo  O.,  born  August  13,  1870;  Noali  H.,  ]>orn  February  22,  1873; 
Nettie  M.,  bom  January  4,  1S75;  Grace  M.,  bom  December  27, 
1876,  and  died  June  6,  1878;  Clarence  A.,  born  July  27,  1879,  and 
died  August  3,  1881;  Sylvia  I.,  born  July  10,  i88r,  and  Sarah  E., 
bora  September  20,  1884.  Grower  and  wife  are  members  of 

the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  minister  since 
the  year  1880. 

JOHN  C.  DAVIS  (farmer,  stock  raiser  and  grain  dealer), 
of  Richland  Township,  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1838.  His  parents — Samuel  and  Zuba  (Patterson) 
Davis — were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  were  united  in  marriage 
in  Guernsey  County  in  September,  1837.  They  subsequently 
settled  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  where  the  mother  died,  Novem- 
ber 9,  1839.  "^^""^  father  subsequently  married  Martha  Smith, 
and  in  1852  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  settling  upon  the 
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aame  farm  on  which  our  subject  dow  resides,  in  Richland  Town- 
ship, Section  i6.    He  died  August  19,  1866.    He  was  the  father 

of  seven  children,  viz:  John  C,  by  Miss  Patterson,  and  Isaac 
M.,  James  J.,  Joseph  T.,  Eliza  J.,  Mary  C.  and  Alice  E.,  by 
Miss  Smith.  John  C,  our  subject,  the  eldest  member  of  the 
family,  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1852,  and  has 
resided  here  ever  since.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  Ridi- 
land  Township,  September  20,  1868,  to  Julia  A.,  dau^ter  of 
Reuben  C.  and  Judith  A.  (Keever)  Harrison.  She  was  bom  in 
Randolph  County,  Indiana,  June  21,  1834.  Soon  after  Mr.  Davis' 
marriage  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm.  He  owns  at  present 
300  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land.  Mr.  Davis  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  ftfiami  County  in  1876,  and 
re-elected  again  in  1882.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  when  the  County  Asylum  was  built;  also  when 
the  Wabash  bridu^e,  of  Peru:  the  Dennison  mill  bridg;e,  the  Pet- 
tysville  bridge  and  a  number  of  other  small  bridges  were  con- 
structed. Mr.  Davis  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  man,  and 
one  of  Richland's  representative  citizens. 

DAVID  FOUTS,  son  of  Michael  and  Sarah  (Brower)  Fonts, 
was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  April  22, 1831.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  1837,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  He 
was  married  in  Richland  Townsliip,  this  county,  February  18,  1858, 
to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  BenavO  and  Sarah  (Keim)  Derek.  She 
was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  26,  1839.  After  hia 
marriage  Mr.  Fonts  settled  in  Richland  Township,  Section  8,  where 
he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  settled  upon  his  present 
farm,  in  Section  18,  Richland  Township,  where  he  has  resided  since. 
He  owns  at  present  240  acres  of  land.  Has  had  bom  to  him  five 
children,  viz:  Andrew,  bom  November  30,  1859;  George  L.,  bom 
November  2,  1863;  Sarah  E.,  born  ^November  4,  1866;  Lewis  E., 
born  October  15,  1870,  and  Oren,  born  November  18,  1884. 

SAMUEL  T.  GRIFFITH  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Indi- 
ana, June  26,  1833.  His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Mar- 
tindale)  Griflith,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio,  respectively. 
They  settled  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  in  an  early  day,  and 
from  thence  moved  to  Cass  County,  Indiana,  in  1835,  and  in  1836  to 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  settling  in  Richland  Township.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  viz:  Azel,  William,  Moses,  Samuel 
T.,  Harrison,  Sarah  A.,  and  Martha  J.  Samuel  T.  Griffith  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1836.  He  was  married  in 
Richland  Township,  July  27,  1856,  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Jesse 
Wilkinson.  She  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  March  4, 
1837.  After  Mr.  Griflith  married  he  settled  upon  the  same  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.  His  wife  died  August  9,  1872,  hav- 
ing borne  him  three  children,  viz:   Jesse  W.,  born  April  12, 
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1857;  Martha  J.,  born  February  19,  1859,  and  J"nt^  I9»  1873; 
Samuel  A.,  bom  October  3,  1869,  and  died  November  5,  1878. 
On  November  25,  1874,  Mr.  Griffith  married  Mrs.  Elua  J.  Long» 
and  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Anna  E.  (Mitton)  Jones.  She 

is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  born  March  4,  1845.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union,  vi/:  Oscar  E,,  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1875;  James  O.,  born  January  25,  1877;  Minnie  L., 
bom  February  17,  1879;  Harrison  G.,  bora  February  23,  1881; 
James  L.,  bora  August  21,  1882;  and  Annie,  bora  March  3,  1884. 
Mr.  Griffitii  and  wife  are  members  o!  the  Baptist  Church.  Fie 
owns,  at  present,  166  acres  of  fine  land.  His  wife  has  one  child 
born  to  her  by  Mr.  Long.  Amos  E.,  born  June  26,  1864. 

JAMES  HOLLENSHADE,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Miami 
.County,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  bom  July 
I,  1812.  His  parents,  James  and  Catharine  (Weist)  HoUen- 
shade,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
The  father  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  in  June,  1770. 
He  was  one  of  tive  children  born  to  Tites  and  Jane  Hollenshade. 
He  immigrated  to  the  I  niled  States  in  about  the  year  1792, 
landing  at  Norfolk,  \  irginia,  and  from  thence  went  to  Baltimore, 
'  Maryland,  and  subsequently  to  York  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  married  to  Catherine  Weist.  In  1809  he  moved 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  death,  which 
occurred  in  Preble  County,  March  25.  1840.  His  widow  subse- 
quentW  moved  to  Jersey  County,  ilhnois,  where  she  died  July 
12,  1855,  at  the  aee  of  seventy-four  years,  seven  months  and 
twenty-two  days,  lliey  were  the  parents  of  mx  children,  viz: 
John,  Jane,  Jacob,  James,  Nancy  and  Margaret.  James  Hollen- 
shade was  married  in  Preble  Countv,  Ohio,  January  29,  1835, 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (Sherer  )  vSp.acht. 
She  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  October  30,  181 2. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollenshade  settled  near 
Eaton,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  1850,  when  they  moved 
to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  settling  upon  the  same  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides,  in  Richland  Township,  Section  23.  Mr.  Hol- 
lenshade owns  at  present  230  acres  of  fine  and  well-im{-)roved 
land.  His  wife  died  June  8,  1872;  and  on  April  16,  1874,  mar- 
ried Anna  E.,  daughter  of  Absalom  and  Rebecca  (Homes)  Boi. 
court.  She  was  born  in  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  June  27,  1848. 
Mr.  HoUenshadr  has  had  born  to  him  five  children,  viz:  Catharine, 
born  October  i,  1837,  and  died  August  6,  1857;  Marv  B.,  bom 
May  27,  1840:  Jacob  M.,  bom  March  28,  1842;  Elizabeth  M.,  born 
January  22,  1846,  and  died  September  17,  1871,  by  his  first  wife; 
and  Jesse  L.,  bora  October  21,  1876,  by  his  last  wife;  also  one 
adopted  child,  Bertha  W.,  bora  September  2,  1871. 

TIMOTHY  L.  KING,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Miami  County, 
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is  a  native  of  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  was  born  March 

9,  1814.  His  parents— Justis  B.  and  Sally  ( Wainwright )  King 
— were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  from  thence,  in  181 7, 
moved  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  viz:  Mary»  David  W.,  Jane  L.,  William  H.,  Clariasa 
A.,  'Hmothy  L.  and  Artelissa  E.  Tiinothy  L.,  our  subject, 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  was  married  in  Portage 
County,  that  State,  September  9,  1835,  to  Mary  M.,  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Lydia  (^ChapmanJ  Wright.  She  was  born  in  Tioga 
County,  New  York,  January  1$,  1818.  After  Mr.  King's  mar- 
riage, he  first  settled  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
until  the  fall  of  1839,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Miami  County, 
Indiana,  seftlin^^r  upon  land  in  Erie  Township.  In  March,  1846, 
he  settled  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  in  Section  32, 
Richland  Townsiiip.  He  owns  at  present  seventy-six  acres  of 
fine  and  well  improved  land.  Has  had  bom  to  him  eleven  cliil- 
dren,  vis:  Riley  G.,  bom  December  24,  1836;  Austa  I.,  bom 
September  19,  1838;  Lydia  J.,  born  March  31,  184 1.  and  died 
May  27,  1869;  William  W.,  born  July  6,  1S43.  and  died  Julv  6, 
1865;  Albert  E.,  born  January  13,  1846;  Florence  E.,  born  March 

10,  1848;  Oscar  A.,  born  February  22,  1851;  Mary  A.,  born 
September  1853,  and  died  April'  17,  1875;  Charles  L.,  bom 
Feburar)'  20,  1856,  and  died  November  11,  1876;  Bmma  L., 
bom  June  29,  1862,  and  Frederick  E.,  born  February  27,  1865. 
Mr.  King  and  wife  are  memlurs  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

DANIEL  KING  is  a  native  of  liacien.  Germany,  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1830.  His  parents  were  Daniel  and  Mary  ^Shrinearj  King, 
both  natives  of  Germany,  and  were  bora  as  f<^ow8:  The  father  in 
the  year  1802,  and  the  mother  in  the  year  1808.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  viz:  Mary,  Frederick,  George,  Margaret 
and  Daniel,  our  subject,  the  eldest  member  of  the  family.  He  emi- 
grated to  the  United  Stales  in  1S53,  landing  at  New  York  City,  and 
from  thence,  moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in  1854,  to  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  where  he  was  married,  December,  i,  i86t,  to  Mary 
King.  She  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  November  15, 1838,  anii 
was  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  S  I  mo  1  Zear^  King.  After  our 
subject's  marriage,  he  settled  near  Stockdale,  m  Perry  Township, 
where  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1865,  •^^  vvhich  time  he  moved 
to  a  farm  in  the  same  tawnship,  where  he  resided  until  the  sirring 
of  1884.  He  then  setded  upon  his  present  fwrm  in  Richland  Town- 
ship, Section  24,  which  he  had  purchased  in  1880.  He  owns  at 
present  281  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land,  121  acres  in  Rich- 
land Township,  upon  which  he  resides,  and  160  acres  in  Perrv 
Township.  He  has  had  born  to  him  nine  children,  viz:  Freeda, 
born  September  15,  1862;  Minna,  born  January  6,  1865;  Adelena, 
bora  February  20,  1867;  Lizzie,  born  March  28,  1869;  Mar>' I., 
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bom  September  7,  1871 ;  George  W.,  born  March  29, 1874;  Charles, 
born  December  4,  1876;  Emma,  born  April  17,  1879,  and  Mar- 
garet N.,  born  September  16,  1881. 

CHARLES  M.  LONG  was  bom  in  Union  County,  Indiana, 
September  27,  1832.  His  parents,  John  and  Margaret  (Martin- 
■dale)  Long,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky,  respec- 
tively. The  father  was  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Rachel  (Starr) 
Long,  also  natives  of  North  Carolina.  They  emigrated  to  Union 
County,  Indiana,  in  181 2.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, viz:  SaraJi,  Elizabeth,  John,  Henry,  Ann,  Joseph  and  James. 
John  Long  was  bom  in  Surrey  County,  North  Carolina,  April  25, 
1807.  He  was  married  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  October  22, 
1829,  to  the  above  Margaret  Martindale,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
May  29,  1808.  In  1836  Mr.  John  Long  moved  to  Miami  County, 
Indiana,  and  settled  in  Richland  Township,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  is  the  fother  of  seven  children,  viz :  Anna,  Charles  M., 
Nancy  J.)  Amos,  John  W.,  Wilhelm  H.  and  Ma/garet  E.  Charles 
M.,  our  subject,  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1836.  He 
was  married  at  Chili,  Indiana,  August  26,  1855,  to  Lentha  A., 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Amelia  (Chandler)  Gri.swold.  She  was 
born  in  Windsor  County,  Vermont,  July  28,  1836.  After  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Long  settled  upon  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides  in  Section  14,  Richland  Township.  He  owns  at  present 
320  acres  of  fine  and  well  improved  land.  He  has  had  bom  to  him 
nine  children,  \  iz:  Clara  A.,  born  August  7,  1856,  (deceased): 
Flora  M.,  born  Februarv  5,  1859:  Archibald  J.,  born  Mav  10,  1861; 
Etiie  A.,  bom  October  i.  1863,  (deceased):  Charles  W.,  born  May 
26,  1866;  Emma  I.,  born  October  6,  1 868;  John  F.,  born  April  29, 
1872;  Uly  C,  bom  October  27,  1874,  ^  Wittie  C.,  bom  March 

10,  1877." 

NEWEL  G.  MILLER,  one  of  Miami  Countv's  substantial 
and  enterprising  citizens,  was  bom  in  Fayette  County,  Indiana, 
Februarv  28,  1834.  His  parents,  Richard  and  Amy  (  Cox)  Mil- 
ler, were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky,  respectively, 
and  were  bom  as  follows:  The  fother  in  the  year  1802,  and 
the  mother  in  1813.  They  were  married  in  Fayette  Coun^',  Indi- 
ana, and  from  thence,  in  1839,  moved  to  Miami  County,  March 

11,  1861.  His  widow  still  survives,  and  re.sides  at  Paw-Paw, 
Indiana.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Richard  and  Amy  Mil- 
ler's union,  viz:  Amanda  M.,  Robert  S.,  George  B.,  James  B., 
John  C,  Mfllard  F.,  and  Newel  G.  The  subject  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  1839,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  He 
was  married  in  Erie  Town^p,  this  county,  May  22,  1854,  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  William  and  Catharine  (Lockridge)  Ptomey. 
She  was  born  in  Henrv  County,  Indiana,  December  25.  1832.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Miller  setded  upon  a  part  of  the  same  farm  on  which 
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he  now  rt-siUes.  He  owns,  at  present,  280  acres  o£  Jine  and  well- 
improved  land.  He  has  had  bom  to  him  five  children,  viz:  Theo- 
dore (deceased),  Amanda  M.,  Marion  F.,  Otto  B.  (deceased),  and 

Florence  E.  (  deci'ascd  ] . 

JOHN  C  MILLER  was  boni  in  Miami  CoiinU-,  Indian;!,  -M,i\ 
8,  1840.  Mis  parents,  Robert  and  Rebecca  1  Cox  )  Miliei-,  were  both 
natives  of  Kentucky,  and  were  born  as  follows:  The  father  in  Scott 
County,  September  16,  1806,  and  the  mother  in  JLewis  Count}', 
March  1 1, 1804.  Robert  Miller  was  a  son  of  John  Miller,  who  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  where  he  married  Margaret  Miller,  who  was 
a  native  of  Irelantl.  After  their  mnrriai^e  thev  settled  in  North 
Carolina,  and  from  tlienee  in  1800  mo\ed  to  Scott  Count v.  Ken- 
tuck},  where  thev  resided  until  1818,  when  they  moved  to  Fayette 
Count}',  Indiana.  They  were  the  parents  of  tlurteen  children,  viz; 
Nancy,  Susan,  Jane,  Richard,  John,  Robert,  Mary.  Rebecca, 
Mahala.  James,  Alfred,  Nathaniel  and  Eliza.  Robert  Miller  and 
Rebecca  Co.v  were  united  in  niarriaf^e  at  Connersville,  Favelte 
Count\ .  Indiana,  July  22.  1828.  and.  in  1837,  moved  to  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  settling  in  Rioiihuid  Township,  where  he  entered 
land,  and  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
29,  1884.  His  widow  Still  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
children.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  union,  viz:  Henry  C, 
Samuel  C.,  Eliza  A.,  Sarah  E.,  Mary  F.  (deceased  ),  Richard  K., 
John  C.  Mar\  F..  James  C.  and  Thomas  C.  John  C.  our  subject, 
was  married  in  Richland  Township,  this  county,  February  13,  1861, 
.  to  Philena,dau;^duer  of  Joseph  and  Delilah  (Keever^  Burk;  she  was 
b(jrn  June  0.  1839.  '^ftc*  ^^'s  marriage,  Mr.  Miller  settled  upon 
land  in  Richland  Township,  Section  2r,  a  part  of  his  father's  old 
homestead,  where  he  engaged  in  farmint,'.  and  where  he  resided 
until  the  sjm  ing  of  1864.  '^^  which  time  he  removed  to  Peru,  Ind., 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  he 
returned  to  Richland  Township,  and  again  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1 87 1,  when  he  removed  to  Peru  for  the  purpose  of  educat- 
ing his  family,  carrying  on  farming  in  the  meantime.  In  Februarv, 
1874.  again  removed  to  Richland  Township,  and  settled  upon 
his  preseiU  farm  in  Section  21.  He  owns  at  present  192  acres  of 
tine  and  well  improved  land.  Has  had  bom  to  him  three  children, 
viz:  Clarence  G.,  bom  November  21,  1S61,  and  died  April  11, 
1862;  Nellie,  born  September  3,  1863,  and  Mary  T>..  born  July  2, 
1865:  also  a  b«)V  wliom  he  has  raised  from  infancy  -Charles  iiaker 
-born  Mav  20,  1876.  Mr.  Miller  and  family  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  They  are  an  intelligent  family,  and  are  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Miller  is  an  enterprising 
man,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  and  breeding  short-homed 
cattle  and  fine  stock. 

CALEB  PETTY,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer  of 
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Miami  Coiin^,  is  a  native  of  Surrey  County,  North  Carolina.  His 
parents,  William  and  Mary  (Cogshell)  Petty,  were  both  natives  of 
the  same  State.  William  Pett>  was  a  son  of  Zachariah  and  Nancy 
Pett^ .  who  were  amonjr  the  early  pioneers  of  Surrey  Count\',  North 
Carolina.  They  were  the  parents  of  tw  elve  cliildren,  of  whom  6 
were  sons,  viz:  Daniel,  Josiah,  Williams,  Doison,  Elisha,  Elijah  and 
William,  the  father  of  our  subject.  William  Petty  was  born  in 
Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  May  ii,  17S7.  He  was  married 
Octobers,  181 2,  to  the  above  Mary  Cogshell,  who  wae  bom  in 
North  Carolina,  March  21.  1792,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Marv  Co<,'shell.  In  1825,  William  and  Mary  Petty  moved  to 
Wayne  County.  Indiana,  and  from  thence,  to  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
in  1837,  where  Liiey  resided  until  then  deaths,  which  occurred  as 
follows:  The  mother,  September  35,  1869,  and  the  father,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  viz: 
Danltl.  born  August  3,  1813:  Caleb,  born  August  25.  1814:  Zaca- 
riah,  born  Jannary  5,  1816:  WiMiam  A.,  born  August  4  1817;  Mary 
A.,  born  June  22,  1S19:  Nancy  C.  born  (Jclober  9,  1821:  MilK  M., 
born  May  20,  1823;  Tliomas  S..  born  March  25,  i825;Jonathan  E,, 
born  April  28,  1827;  Aaron  Nt,  bom  March  3,  1829;  Rachel,  bora 
March  16, 183 1 ;  Zeno,  bora  July  13,  1833,  and  Eliza  j.,  bora  March 
23»  1837.  Caleb  I'etty  came  with  his  parants  to  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1836.  and  later,  to  Miami  County,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  was  married  in  Richland  Township,  March 
18,  1847,10  Matilda,  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Basset) 
Swisher.  She  was  bom  m  Ripley  County,  Indiana,  August  10, 
1823.  Immediately  after  Mr.  Petty^s  marriage,  he  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  in  Richland  Township.  Section  29.  He  owns  i6o 
acres  of  fine  and  well-improvt?d  land.  IK-  has  had  born  to  him  ten 
children,  yiz:  Samanlha  j..  horn  June  30,  1849;  George  W.,  bom  Oc- 
tober 7,  1850;  Francis  born  April  17,  1853,  and  died  February  24, 
1861;  Mary  E.,  born  February  7,  1855,  and  died  February  21, 1861; 
Eliza  A.,  bora  September  23,  1857,  and  died  Febraary  21,  1861: 
Malinda  A.,  bora  February  25,  i860;  Phebe  L.,  born  Noyember 
23,  1863;  Margaret.  F.,  born  December  22, 1865,  and  died  February 
I,  1867;  Dora  13.,  born  Dt-cembcr  12.  1867,  and  died  October  4, 
1883.  and  an  infant  daiii;liti'i\  the  (  Idest  member  of  the  family, 
which  died  young  and  not  named.  Mr,  Petty  and  wite  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

RUDOLPH  STONER  is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  born  Jan- 
liary  12,  1820.  His  parents — Rudolph  and  Catherine  (Greenizer) 
Stoner  — vyere  also  natiyes  of  Switzerland,  where  the  mothe  r  died 
in  1826,  The  father  substqvu  nth  married  Su,san  Marmot,  and 
emigrated  to  tht:  United  Stales  in  1832,  landing  at  Nevy  York 
City,  and  from  thence  in  the  same  vear  moved  to  Tuscarawas 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  the  year  1841. 
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He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  viz:   Rudolph,  Catherine, 

Susan  and  Mary  (by  his  first  wife),  and  Jacob,  Lizetta,  Rosie, 
Louisa,  Frederick,  Mary  and  a  pair  of  twins  which  died  in  infancy 
(by  his  last  marriage).  Rudolph  Stoner  came  with  his  parents  to 
Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  in  1832,  where  he  resided  until  1843, 
when  he  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  the  same  year 
entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wabash  County.  He  then  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  the  following  year  returned  to  ACami  County,  Indi^ 
ana,  and  in  1846  purchased  a  claim  on  a  part  of  the  same  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.  June  18,  1846,  he  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Obediah  and  Eve  (Kent)  Patterson.  She  was  born 
in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  May  13,  1826.  In  April,  1847,  Mr, 
Stoner  setded  upon  his  land  on  which  he  had  taken  a  claim  is 
1846,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  owns  160  acres  of  fine 
land,  which  is  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  culdva- 
tion.  His  wife  died  October  ii,  1882,  having  borne  him  ten 
children,  viz:  John,  born  February  26,  1848  ( deceased] ;  James 
A.,  born  April  21,  1849:  Benjamin  F.,  bom  December  10,  1852; 
Martin  V.  B.,  born  April  25,  1855  (deceased);  Watson,  bom 
May  16,  1857;  William,  bom  November  29,  1859  (deceased); 
Ida  M.,  born  January  7,  i8d2  (deceased):  Mary  C.,  bom  Janu- 
ary 26,  1864  (deceased),  and  two  which  died  in  infancv. 

BEN7AMIN  E.  WILSON,  farmer  and  stock  and  grain 
dealer,  of  Miami  County,  is  a  native  of  Highland  County,  Virginia, 
bom  January  i,  1839.  His  parents,  Abraham  M.  and  Esther 
(Fleisher)  Wilson,  were  natives  of  Highland  County,  Virginia; 
also,  where  the  mother  died.  The  father  subsequendy  married 
Mrs.  Ing<Us  Shirley,  and,  in  1850,  moved  to  Miami  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  resided  until  1872,  when  he  moved  to  Osage  County, 
Kansas,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is  the  father  of  twelve  children, 
viz:  Sarah  A.,  B<§njamin  E.  and  Eliza,  by  iirst  wife,  and  George, 
Samuel  B.,  Harrison  F.,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Jarred  M.,  John  £. 
James  and  Mary,  by  last  wife.  Benjamin  our  subject,  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1850,  and  has  resided  here  ever 
since.  He  was  married  in  Richland  Township,  this  county.  January 
14,  1864,  to  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  1  Spacht) 
HoUenshade.  She  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  May  27, 
18^.  After  Mr.  Wilson's  marriage,  he  setded  upon  the  form  on 
which  he  now  resides.  He  owns  at  present  609  acres  of  fine  land^ 
v.'hich  is  well  improved  and  under  a  high  stale  of  cultivation.  He 
has  had  born  to  him  four  children,  viz:  Charles  E..  born  December 
10,  1864;  Rosie  E..  born  March  12,  1867;  James  J.,  born  January 
9,  1869,  Leon  T.,  born  June  8,  1883.  Mr.  VV^ilson  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Order. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Union  Township — ^Location  and  Surface  Features — Early 
Sbttlbrs — Land  Entries — Early  Industries  First 
Events — Organization — Church  History — PERRYSBURa 
— ^Union — Deedsville — ^Biographical  Sketches. 

UNION  TOWNSHIP  lies  near  the  northwest  corner  of 
Miami  County,  and  includes  a  superficial  area  of  about 
twenty-two  square  miles,  bounded  as  follows:  Allen  Township 
on  Uie  north.  Perry  and  Richland  on  the  east,  Jefferson  on  the 
south,  and  Cass  Count}  on  the  west.  As  originally  founded}  it 
embraced  the  township  of  Allen,  and  was  reduced  to  its  present 
limits  by  the  organization  of  the  latter  division  in  the  year  1859. 
Weasaw  Creek,  and  its  tributaries,  waters  and  drains  the  northern 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  township.  The  main  stream  rises  near 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  township,  flows  a  westerly  course 
for  nearly  three  miles,  and  then  takes  a  southeasterly  direction, 
leaving  &e  township  from  the  Weasaw  Reservation^  or  a  short 
distance  west  of  Denver.  It  furnishes  a  copious  supph'  of  water, 
which,  in  former  years,  was  utilized  for  mills  and  manufacturing-  • 
purposes.  The  western  part  of  the  township  is  watered  and 
drained  by  a  creek,  which  flows  a  southeasterly  course,  a  short 
distance  east  of  the  Cass  County  line.  The  country  adjacent  to 
these  water  courses  is  considerably  broken,  especially  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  township.  Back  from  the  streams  the 
Umd  is  comparatively  level,  and  characterized  by  a  black  loam 
soil,  sand  mixed  in  certain  localities,  and  of  remarkable  fertility. 
The  soil  of  the  broken  portions  is  equally  productive,  and,  taken 
as  a  whole,  the  township  presents  an  area  of  farm  land  second 
to  that  of  but  few  other  parts  of  the  counter.  With  very  slight 
exceptions,  the  township  was  originally  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timber.  The  most  numerous  varieties  of  nativf  trees 
were  oak,  ash,  beech,  soft  maple,  sui^ar  tree,  walnut,  wild  cherry 
and  poplar,  together  with  other  valuable  kinds  in  the  broken 
parts  of  the  township,  and  elms  along  the  water  courses.  The 
bulk  of  these  woodlands  required  but  little  surface  drainage,  but 
were  easily  fitted  for  cultivation  as  soon  as  the  heavy  growth 
was  removed.  Agriculture  is  the  chief  occupation  of  the-  citi- 
zens of  Union,  and  on  everv  hand  are  to  be  seen  the  evidences 
of  thrift  and  prosperity,  which  bespeaks  the  presence  of  a  well- 
to-do  and  contented  people.  The  township  Yam  made  commend- 
able progress  during  the  last  two  decades,  and  her  farms  and 
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jfcneral  improvements  will  not  sii£Eer  when  brought  into  compar- 
ison with  those  of  any  other  division  of  Miami  County. 

Early  Settlers. — To  rescue  from  fast  fading  tradition  the  sim- 
ple annals  of  the  pioneer  people  of  our  country,  is  a  pleasing,  but  a 
faborious  task,  not  so  laborious  as  perplexing,  the  annoyances 
arising  chiefly  from  there  being  no  connected  records  of  their  acts 
and  doings.  Many  of  the  earliest  and  most  important  transactions 
have  long  since  been  forgotten,  while  other  facts,  equalh  as  inter- 
esting and  valuable,  were  never  put  in  form  for  preservation.  To 
supply  this  loss  of  invaluable  facts  and  statistics,  is  now  largely 
impossible.  But  to  meet  and  converse  with  the  few  now  living  of 
these  early  settlers,  those  who  came  here  asdiildren,  or  very  young 
men  and  women,  and  are  now  fast  approaching,  or  have  passed  the 
alloted  tliree  score  and  ten.  stooped  with  age,  venerable  patriarchs, 
mosth ,  and  their  white  haired  companions  and  help-meets,  has  been 
the  pleasing  task  of  the  writer,  of  these  pages.  To  gather  up  the 
raveled  threads  of  the  strange  but  simple  stories  of  their  lives,  now 
mostly  broken  threads,  to  catch  these  fleeting  traditions  and  hand 
them  on  to  posterity,  might  well  be  the  ambitious  labors  of  any 
man^s  life.  The  importance  that  attaches  to  the  lives,  characters 
and  work  of  these  humble  laborers  in  the  cause  of  civilization,  will 
some  day  be  better  understood  and  appreciated  than  it  is  now  .  They 
will  some  time,  by  the  pen  of  the  wise  historian,  take  their  proper  place 
in  the  list  of  those  who  have  helped  to  make  the  world  wholesome 
with'their  toil  and  humanity  better  by  their  examples.  If  great  and 
heneficient  results,  results  that  endue  and  bless  mankind,  are  the 
proper  measures  of  the  good  men  do,  then  who  is  there  in  the 
world's  history  that  may  take  their  places  above  these  hardy,  early 
pioneers.  To  point  out  the  way,  to  make  possible  our  present  ad- 
vancing civilzatkm,  its  happy  homes,  its  cheap  food,  its  arts,  sciences, 
inventions  and  discoveries,  its  education,  literature,  culture,  refine- 
ment, and  social  life,  is  to  be  the  truly,  great  benefactor  of  mankind 
for  all  time.  Tiiis.  indt  ed,  was  the  great  work  accomplished  by 
the  adventurous  pioneers  of  Indiana.  Grant  it,  that  they  builded 
wiser  than  they  knew:  that  few,  if  anv  of  them,  realized  in  the 
dimmest  way,  the  transcendent  possibilities  that  rested  upon  their 
shoulders.  Grant  it,  that  as  a  rule,  their  lives  were  aimless  and 
ambitionless  with  little  more  of  hope  or  far  reaching  purpose,  than 
the  gaining  of  a  scant  livelihood  for  the  families  dependent  upon 
them.  Vet  there  stands  the  supreme  fact  that  they  followed  their 
rt'stlfss  impulses,  look  their  li\t's  in  their  hands,  penetrated  the  wil- 
derness solitudes,  and  with  a  patient  energy,  resolution  and  self-sac- 
rifice, they  worked  out  their  allotted  tasks^  and  to-day  we  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruitage  of  their  labors.  Should  we  then  allow 
their  names  and  their  fame<o  pass  into  oblivion  and  contempt,  the 
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act  would  mark  us  as  the  degenerate  sons  of  heroic  aacesiors, 
unworthy  the  inheritance  they  gave  11a. 

Previous  to  the  year  1S35  the  territory  embraced  within  the 
present   limits  of  \Inion  Township  knew  not  the  presence  of 

white  men.  In  that  year,  however,  four  adventurous  men,  lured 
by  the  prospects  ot  cheap  homes  in  the  new  country,  made  their 
appearance  and  selected  their  respective  claims,  preparatory  to 
beginning  life  in  the  wildemeaa.  Theae  were  William  Cannon, 
who  located  on  Wesaw  Creek,  near  the  central  part  of  the 
township;  Joaeph  Thombur^^  on  wliat  is  now  the  Fisher  farm; 
John  Plaster,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township,  where  his 
widow  still  lives,  and  Joseph  Cox,  a  transient  settler,  who  made 
a   few  improvements  on   the  land  now   belonging  to  William 


October  of  that  year  were  the  ac^e  white  residents  of  what  is 
now  Union  Township.  Early  in  the  fall  of  '35  Abrjiham  Leedy 
moved  to  the  new  country  and  located  llie  farm  where  John 
Keplinger  now  lives.  He  was  a  man  of  some  prominence,  and 
in  an  early  day  was  elected  to  the  otfice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
John  Zook  became  a  resident  about  the  same  time  as  Leedy, 
and  settled  where  his  widow  "now  lives,  near  the  present  site  of 
Deedsville.  The  above  settlers,  from  the  most  reliable  informa- 
tion, appear  to  have  been  the  only  residents  of  Union  prior  to 
1836.  In  the  hitter  vear  several  settlers  arrived,  prominent  among 
whom  was  Miirtin  Hoover,  who  located  in  the  northern  pari  of 
the  township,  where  he  lived  until  within  the  first  few  years, 
when  he  moved  to  the  town  of  Denver,  his  present  home.  Con- 
temporary with  Mr.  Hoover  were  John  R.  Wright,  Christian 
Krider,  John  F.  Sanders  and  Hugh  A.  B.  People,  all  of  whom 
made  permanent  improvments  and  became  prominent  citizens. 

The  tirst  named  settled  on  the  Deed  farm,  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  township,  where  he  lived  for  a  few  years,  and  then  moved  to 
the  town  of  Gilead,  in  which  place  he  figured  as  an  early  business 
man.  Mr.  Krider  made  a  home  near  the  western  boundary  of  the 
township,  S.'uiders  located  the  farm  owned  at  the  present  time  by 
Andrew  Tharp,  and  People  made  a  settlement  on  the  Miller  farm, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  township.  The  w.w  i'^;;7  was  si<;nal- 
ized  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  permanent  residents,  among  whom 
were  John  A.  Taylor,  near  the  central  part:  Stephen  Davidson,  a 
short  distance  north  of  Perrysburg;  Matthew  Fenimore,  on  the 
present  site  of  Perrysburg,  of  which  T  ge  he  was  proprietor; 
T^aniel  Gov,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  village;  William  Williams, 
north  of  town;  John  Sheplierd.  western  part  of  the  townsliip;  W^il- 
liam  iiane,  near  the  northern  boundarv:  vSarnuel  Robbins,  in  the 
same  locality,  and  John  Scott,  in  the  central  pari.  As  early  as  1838  the 
following  persons  were  reputed  to  have  been  living  in  various  parta  of 
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the  township,  to-wit:  J.  A.  Howland,  on  Weasaw  Creek;  Jonathan 
Carlisle,  near  the  Howland  settlement;  William  Connor,  north  of 
Perrysburg;  George  Hill,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township,  on 
Weasaw  Creek;  Daniel  and  Joseph  Kessler,  in  the  southern  part. 
Conspicuous  among  the  arrivails  in  1830  was  Christopher  Cool,  with 
his  aons,  William,  Leonard,  Powell,  John  and  Philip,  all  of  whom 
took  an  active  part  in  the  settlement  of  the  country.  Christopher 
Cool  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  man  widely  and  favorably 
known  for  the  interest  he  took  in  the  religious  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  was  for  so  many  years  a  leading  spirit.  He 
made  his  first  improvements  on  the  land  now  owned  by  Mr..  Dow, 
near  Weasaw  Credc,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  founding  one 
of  the  earliest  religious  societies  in  the  township,  i.  e.,  the  Weasaw 
Baptist  Church,  of  whicli  a  full  account  will  be  found  f>n  another 
page.  William  Cool  entered  the  land  upon  which  he  is  now  living, 
and  for  over  forty-seven  years  has  been  a  leading  citizen  of  Union 
Township.  The  other  brothers,  while  prominent  as  early  settlers, 
are  either  dead  or  removed  to  other  parts.  Among  others  of  1839, 
the  name  of  Orson  Warner  may  be  mentioned.  He  came  about 
the  same  time  as  the  Cools,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  now 
owned  by  Samuel  Davalt.  Daniel  Crouch  came  a  little  later  and 
located  where  Mr.  Benedict  now  lives,  not  far  from  Perrysburg. 
He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  ligured  as 
one  of  the  earliest  pedagogues  of  the  township. 

Chauncey  Waraer  settled  near  the  Weasaw  Church  in  an  early 
day,  and  about  the  year  1840,  Solomon  Lee  was  living  on  the  place 
settled  a  short  time  previous  by  a  Mr.  Clendening.  The  tide  of 
emigration  set  in,  and  the  settlers  began  to  be  very  numerous  about 
the  year  1840.  Among  the  number  were  Perry  Tharp,  near  the 
Lee  place;  Caleb  Fitzgerald,  in  the  southern  part;  Joseph  Holman, 
whose  arrival  probably  antedates  the  above  year,  on  Weasaw  Creek; 
Robert  James,  a  son-in-law  of  Holman,  in  the  same  locality  :  Thomas 
Wyatt,  on  Weasaw  Creek ;  Isaac  Benedict,  east  of  Perrysburg,  where 
he  is  still  living;  a  Mr.  Alvison,  south  of  the  village,  and  John  Dal> 
ney»  a  couple  of  miles  west  The  following,  additional,  to  those 
mentioned,  came  to  the  township  in  an  early  day,  to-wit :  Lewis 
Conner,  William  Strowd,  Zephaniah  Wade,  H.  B.  Jett,  Aaron  Rush, 
R.  Leaville,  Josiah  B.  McKee.  James  Personett,  William  Clidell, 
Robert  Clendening,  Charles  Strowd,  David  Leetly,  Josepii  Clingen- 
peel,  John  Emsley,  William  Duck,  Samuel  R.  Robbins,  Wm.  R. 
McFarland  and  Michael  BoHngbaugh. 

Land  Etilries. — ^The  land  of  Union  Townslup  was  placed  u{x>n 
the  market,  subject  to  entry,  in  1 834,  but  it  was  not  until  the  follow- 
ing year  that  home  seekers  and  speculators  began  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunities  thus  afforded  them.  During  the  year  1835, 
the  following  persons  entered  lands  and  obtained  patents  for  the 
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same:   WiUiam  Conner,  in  Section  35,  Township  29,  North,  Range 

3,  East;  Plenty  Sexton,  Section  i,  Township  28,  North,  Range  3, 
East;  John  R.  Wilkinson  and  Zephaniah  Wade,  Section  2,  same 
township  and  range;  Christian  Krider,  Jacob  W^ilkinson,  WiUiara 
Wilkinson,  Jerry  Wilkinson,  William  Strowd  and  Jonathan  Shep- 
herd, Section  11,  Township  28,  North,  Range  3,  East;  David  L. 
McCalm,  Richard  Hyatt,  B.  Jett,  James  Wilson,  W.  N.  Hood  and 
Martin  Butterfield,  Section  12;  Christian  Krider,  Henry  Elsworth 
and  Jonathan  Shepherd,  Section  13;  Aaron  Rush,  Elijah  Parkins 
and  R.  Leaville,  Section  14;  William  Cooper  and  John  Piper,  Sec- 
tion 4,  Township  28,  North,  Range  4,  East;  WilUam  Clidell,John 
Zook,  Abraham  Leedy  and  Jacob  Harshbarger,  Section  5,  same 
towndiip  and  range ;  Joseph  A.  Leech,  Abraham  Neff  and  William 
Cannon,  Section  6:  Jesse  L.  Williams,  Section  7:  John  Plaster, 
Michael  Boling^bau^h  and  Samuel  Burson,  Section  8;  Martin 
Hoover  and  Charles  Strowd,  Section  9;  Abraham  Neff,  Anderson 
Wilkinson  and  Baldwin  Wilkinson,  Section  31,  Township  29,  North, 
Ran^e  4,  East;  John  R.  Wright,  Section  33;  James  Wibon  and 
Wilham  Bane,  Section  33.  'file  entries  of  1836  were  as  follows, 
in  Township  29,  North,  Range  3.  East :  John  Gore  and  James  B. 
Fulwiler,  Section  35;  Josesh  Holman  and  William  R.  McFar- 
land.  Section  36;  in  Township  28,  North,  Range  3,  East;  Wil- 
liam Strowd  and  Matthew  Fenimore,  Section  i.  In  1837  patents 
for  land  were  obtained  by  the  following  persons:  Richard  Har- 
grove, Chas.  Lowe  and  Lewis  Conner,  Section  35,  Township  29, 
North,  Range  3,  East:  John  Barron,  J.  B.  McKee,  John  Scott  and 
James  Personett,  Section  4,  Township  28,  North,  Range  4,  East; 
William  McClure  and  John  A.  Taylor,  Section  6.  The  above  is  a 
complete  list  of  those  who  purchased  government  lands  within  the 
present  limits  of  Union  Township  prior  to  the  year  1838. 

Early  /ndusiries.-— The  first  mill  in  Union  Township  was 
built  by  John  A.  Taylor,  on  Weasaw  Creek,  about  the  year  1838. 
It  stood  on  what  is  now  the  John  Hann  farm,  and  was  originally 
constructed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  manufacturing  lumber,  much  of 
whidi  found  ready  purchasers  amonff  the  early  settlers  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr.  Taj'lor  subsequently  buut  a  three-story  frame  grist 
mill  on  the  Hann  farm,  which  was  highly  prized  by  the  people  of 
the  township,  many  of  whom  had  been  previously  compelled  to  go 
long  distances  to  procure  their  flour  and  meal.  The  mill  was  sup- 
plied with  good  machinery  for  that  day,  had  two  rim  of  buhrs, 
and  was  operated  very  successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
last  owner  was  Sibs  Goodwin,  who  did  no  work  after  the  year 
1872.  Mr.  Zook  built  a  small  saw  mill  on  the  east  branch  of 
Weasaw  Creek  as  early  as  1839  or  '40,  and  operated  the  same 
with  fair  success  for  several  vears.  It  was  afterwards  purchased 
and  rebuilt  by  a  Mr.  Matthias,  but  eventually  fell  into  disuse. 
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and  at  this  tune  but  few  vestiges  remain  to  mark  the  sput  it 

occupied.    One  of  the  earliest  mills  in  the  township  was  built 

by  Joseph  Holman,  about  the  year  1839.  It  was  a  saw  mill, 
with  a  corn-cracker  attached,  and,  ahhough  an  indifferent  affair, 
was  tor  several  years  the  chief  source  of  supjilies  for  quite  an 
extensive  neighborhood.  It  was  subsequently  rebuilt  and  sup- 
plied with  improved  machinery,  and  operated  by  different  parties 
until  destroyed  by  tire,  about  the  \  ear  1881.  Mr.  Allbright  was 
the  last  owner.  Abraham  Ally  built  a  saw  mill  on  Weasaw 
Creek,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township,  some  time  in  the 
sixties,  which  is  still  in  operation.  The  first  steam  mill  in  the 
township  was  built  by  William  Conner  south  of  Perrytiburg,  a 
number  of  years  ago,  the  frame  of  which  is  still  standing.  This 
mill  was  operated  on  quite  an  extensive  scale,  and  did  much 
more  than  a  local  business.  An  early  industr\  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  township  was  a  tannery  operated  b\  Joseph  Hoi- 
man,  who  manufactured  much  of  the  leather  used  by  the  lirst 
settlers  of  the  country.  It  was  in  operation  only  a  few  years. 
In  addition  to  the  industries  enumerated,  there  have  been  a  num- 
ber of  steam  saw  mills  in  the  township  at  different  times,  besides 
several  tile  factories,  all  of  which,  so  -  for  as  known,,  proved 
remunerative  investments. 

Earh'  Man  ioires^  Births  and  /M/Ms.  -  The  tirsl  marriage  in 
the  Town.ship  was  that  of  Jacob  Bartlelt  to  a  daughter  of  Hugh  A. 
B.  People,  solemnized  in  the  spring  of  1838  by  A.  II.  Leedy,  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  A  little  later  the  same  year,'john  Scott  and  Mary 
Gilliland  were  united  in  the  holv  bonds  of  wedlock  h\  Re\ .  Wil- 
liam  Nelson.  It  is  impos.sible  to  determine  when  or  in  whose  fam- 
ily the  lirst  birth  in  the  township  occurred,  a.s  the  early  .settlers  seem 
to  have  been  a  prolific  people,  bent  upon  literalh"  carr\  ing  out  the 
scriptural  injunction,  "lo  multiply  anci  replenish  the  earth."  A  good 
natured  rivalry  seemed  to  have  been  aroused  in  this  respect,  and 
widiin  a  short  period  after  the  first  setdement  of  the  country,  sec- 
ond editions  of  the  pioneers  began  to  rapidly  increase,  and  ere  long, 
the  hills  and  vallevs  of  Union,  were  peopled  bv  a  voung  native  race. 
The  majority  of  those  born  in  the  township  in  an  earlv  dav,  after 
arriving  at  the  years  of  manhood  and  womanhood,  left  their  homes 
and  emigrated  to  other  parts,  while  a  few  still  live  near  the  place 
where  they  first  saw  the  light.  «*On  the  6th  day  of  January,  1838, 
there  was  bom  to  Sa  1  wife  of  Martin  Hoover,  a  daughter, 
Mai  \ .  wlio  was  probabK'  llie  first  white  child  born  in  the  township.** 
Births  occurred  about  the  same  time  in  the  families  of  various  other 
settlers,  but  unfortunately,  the  records  giving  e.\act  dates  are  not 
accessible.  «*The  first  death  is  said  to  have  been  that  of  Susan 
Baltimore,  which  occurred  some  time  in  the  year  1837.  "Her 
funeral  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Martin  Hoover  and  tiie  sermon 
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on  the  occasion  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  one  preached  in  the 
township.  Another  early  death  was  that  of  a  child  of  John  R. 
Wright  in  1837.  The  Weasaw  Cemetery  was  consecrated  to  the 
burial  of  the  dead  in  1H45,  and  the  lirst  person  hurled  therein  was 
Andrew  House,  who  departed  this  life  early  in  1846.  The  Perrys- 
burg  Cemetery  was  laid  out  in  an  early  day  and  within  its  silent 
precincts  are  sleeping  a  number  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Mystcrwus  Dhapfearancc. — "Among  the  casuahies  we  notice 
the  sudden  and  nnsterious  disappearance  of  a  Mr.  Dou^dass. 
This  gentleman  had  been  laboring  for  some  time  on  Eel  River, 
in  Je&rson  Township,  and  was  regarded  by  all  as  an  honorable, 
upright  young  man.  By  close  attention  to  business  and  stiulious 
habits,  he  soon  accumulated  considerable  money,  with  which  he 
intended  to  enter  land.  On  a  certain  Saturday  evenini;  in  1836, 
he  came  in  company  ^^ith  Mr.  Smith,  a  brotlier-ni-iaw  to  Mr. 
Cannon,  to  the  residence  of  the  latter  in  the  township.  Here  it 
was  arranged  to  borrow  horses  of  Cannon,  and  for  Smith  to 
accompany  Douglass  a  certain  distance  on  his  journey  to  Fort 
Wayne,  the  nearest  land  office,  where  the  latter  was  to  enter 
his  land.  The  following  morning  the  two  men  startetl  upon  their 
journey.  Tuesday  Smith  returned,  saying  that  Douglass  had 
gone  on  to  Fort  Wayne  alone.  The  latter  was  never  heard  of 
afterwards.  The  land  records  being  examined  showed  that  he 
never  apj^eared  at  Fort  Wayne  to  enter  land.  The  general  sup- 
position of  all  who  were  acquainted  with  the  *.  ircumstances  was 
that  Douirlnss  had  received  foul  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Smith. 
Suspicion  rested  so  heavily  upon  the  families  of  Smith  and  Can- 
non that  they  soon  after  left  the  country  for  parts  unknown,  and 
their  names  have  almost  sunk  into  oblivion. 

Township  Organization.  As  originally  formed.  Union  in- 
cluded the  present  township  of  Allen,  and  was  organized  as  a 
distinct  jurisdiction  on  the  6th  da\  of  November.  1837.  Under 
this  organization  an  election  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  the  nec- 
essary officers  was  held  the  same  fall  in  the  store-rooms  of  Mat- 
thew Fenimore,  in  the  village  of  Perrysburg.  Abraham  H.  Leedy 
acted  as  inspector  at  this  election,  and  was  also  chosen  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  The  names  of  the  other  township  officers  are  at 
present  unknown. 

Church  JJistory. — The  religious  history  of  this  part  of  the 
county,  dates  from  its  earliest  settlement,  and  on  nearly  every  wave 
of  immigration  was  borne  some  good  seed  destined  to  become  the 
nucleus  around  which  gathered  those  loftier  and  better  feelings  nec-  I 
essarv  to  carry  society  onward  to  a  state  of  comparative  perfection 
and  happiness.  This  good  seed  was  usually  sutlicient  to  begin  the 
work  of  raising  the  early  society  to  a  higher  level  of  civilization,  and 
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its  transforming  power  counteracted  those  demoralizing  influences 
which  tended  to  social  defeneration  and  disruption,  as  the  lawless  and 
vicious  frequently  sou^^ht  the  newly  settled  country  when  there 
was  less  restraint  from  civil  power.  Among  the  pioneers  of  Union, 
were  many  God  fearing  men  and  women,  who,  amid  the  many  dan- 
gers and  trials  incident  to  their  isolated  condition,  never  filtered  in 
the  discharge  of  their  religious  duties,  and  hk  rtings  for  public 
worship  were  early  held  in  the  little  cabins  of  tlu-  vai  ious  st-ttlc- 
ments.  At  these  meetings  would  gather  the  neicrhbors  for  many 
miles  around,  and  the  exercises  in  which  all  participated,  irre- 
spective of  creed  or  dogma,  served  as  a  means  of  social  and 
mental,  as*  well  as  spiritual  improvement.  Itinerant  ministers  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  were  the  first  to  introduce  the  good  work 
in  this  township,  and  as  early  as  1837,  Revs.  William  Williams 
and  John  Dabney,  had  regular  appointments  at  the  residence  of 
Daniel  Cox.  The  Christians  or  Disciples,  were  the  next  in  order, 
and  the  tenets  of  that  faith  were  early  introduced  by  Elder  WUl- 
iam  Nelson,  who  preached  from  time  to  time  at  the  house  of 
Martin  Hoover,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township.  The  Bap- 
tists followed  close  in  the  work  of  the  above  denominati(Kl8,  and 
organized  the  first  church  in  the  township  prior  to  1840. 

IVaisaw  Creek  Baptist  Church. — In  December,  1839,  *^  ^'^'^^ 
persons  met  at  William  Cool's  residence  for  prayer  and  conference 
meetings,  led  by  Christopher  Coed;  the  first  services  of  the  kind 
ever  held  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Ry  agreement  these  meet- 
ings were  kept  up  at  re<^ulnr  intervals  until  March.  1840,  when  a 
■church  orL,'ani/.ation  was  effected  and  articles  of  faith  ad  jpted.  The 
original  members  were  Christopher  Cool,  William  Cool,  Sallie  Hall, 
Ezra  Griffith  and  wife,  Juda  Cool,  Charles  Cole,  Mary  Boss,  Leon- 
ard Cool  and  Powell  Cool;  all  of  whom,  except  William  Cool,  have 
passed  from  the  church  militant  to  the  church  triumphant.  Meet- 
ings were  held  once  a  month  until  October,  1840,  at  whicli  time 
Revs.  William  Corbin  and  William  Pratt,  formally  organized  them 
into  a  regular  Baptist  Clmrch;  the  former  delivering  an  address  and 
making  constituent  prayer,  and  the  latter  addres«ng  the  church  and 
giving  the  members  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  This  church 
was  called  the  Weasaw  Creek  Baptist  Church,  a  name  by  which 
it  has  since  been  known.  In  December,  1840,  was  held  the  first 
covenant  meeting,  when  Mariah  Cool  united  bv  baptism;  the  first 
addition.  July,  i84i,the  society  joined  tlie  sister  churches,  in  form- 
ing the  Huntington  association,  and  subsequently,  in  1853,  it  became 
the  head  of  the  Weasaw  Creek  Association,  organized  the  latter 
year.  Meetings  were  held  regularly  every  Sabbath  in  houses,  barns 
and  groves,  and  it  was  not  until  Januarv,  1851,  that  the  fust  house 
of  worship,  erected  on  land  donated  by  William  Cool,  was  finallv 
dedicated.     In  May,  1855,  Leonard   and   William  Cool  were 
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ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  in  May,  1856,  the  first  Sabbath  school 

was  organized.  The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been  as  follows: 
Rev.  William  Corbin  took  charge  at  the  tinu  of  the  organization 
and  served  unlil  his  (lr;iih,  September.  1S41.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  David  Lewis,  who  remained  until  1^43,  since  which  time  the 
following  ministers  have  sustained  the  pastoral  relation,  viz:  £. 
Desbrough,  James  Babcock,  T.  C.  Townsend,  John  Dunham, 
Leonard  Cool,  J.  B.  Allen,  S.  B.  Serrells,  William  Cool,  J.  B.  Mor- 
ris, Calvin  Babcock,  E.J.  Delp,J.T.  Smith,  H.  W.  Ball,  J.  M.  Max- 
well, and  the  present  incumbent,  Joseph  Merley.  In  January,  1876, 
the  present  imposing  brick  temple  of  worship,  36.\5o  feet  in  size, 
occupying  the  site  of  the  ori^nal  building,  was  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  God,  Rev.  J .  Whitemde  officiating.  The  church  has  been 
the  means  of  accomplishing  much  good  in  the  community,  and  is  at 
this  time  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition,  with  an  active  mem- 
bership of  about  one  hundred.  The  officers  are  David  Coon,  M. 
D.  Lea  veil  and  Henry  Kine,  Deacons,  and  Fernando  Moon,  Clerk. 
The  Sunday  School,  which  is  well  attended,  is  under  the  Superin- 
tend en  cy  of  O.  F.  Cool. 

Perrysburff  Presbyterian  Church. — The  histor}'  of  Presb}  - 
terianism  in  Union  Township  dates  from  about  the  year  1849, 
at  which  time  Rev.  Andrew  C.  McClelland,  then  stationed  at 
Peru,  visited  the  village  and  began  holding  meetings  in  the 
neighboring  school  house  and  the  residence  of  Hamilton  Simon- 
ton.  These  services  finally  culminated  into  an  organization,  of 
which  the  following  persons  were  early  members,  to-wit:  Lucv 
Leach  (now  Mrs.  Cline).  John  Leach,  Hamilton  Simonton,  Anna 
Gamble,  Elizabeth  Black,  Adaline  Simqnton,  Mary  Jane  Simon- 
ton,  Jeunie  Rannells,  Hattie  Simonton  (Mrs.  Wright),  Maggie 
Simonton,  Calvin  Simontcm,  John  Simonton,  Anna  Kiplinger, 
John  Kiplinger  and  wife,  John  McConahay  and  wife  and  Louisa 
McConahay.  Within  a  short  time  after  the  date  of  organization, 
steps  were  taken  towards  building  a  house  of  worship,  and  work 
on  the  same  was  commenced  about  the  year  1850,  or  perhaps  a 
little  earlier.  Owing  to  the  limited  number  composing  the 
church,  the  building  was  not  completed  until  1854.  The  first 
services  in  the  same,  however,  were  held  prior  to  diat  date,  the 
occasion  being  the  funeral  of  Hamilton  Simonton,  the  principal 
promoter  of  the  society  and  its  first  elder,  conducted  by  Rev. 
McClelland,  in  August,  in  1852.  After  the  completion  of 
the  house  of  worship,  the  littl^church  for  some  years  enjoyed 
a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity,  but  its  growth  from  various 
causes  subsequendy  became  retarded,  and  at  this  time  the  mem- 
bership is  not  as  numerous  so  formerly,  numbering  onK-  about 
thirteen.  The  following  ministers  sustained  the  pastoral  relation 
from  time  to  time,  viz:    Rev.  A.  G.  McClelland,  Samuel  McKee, 


uiyiii^od  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  MIAMI  COUNTY. 


Robert  Irwin,  MacKnii^ht  Williamson,  S.  F.  Hershev,  W.  A. 
Hoover  aiid  Francis  Linn.  The  present  incumbent  is  Rev.  Dr. 
Craig,  of  NobIe8ville»  a  man  of  great  learning  and  piety.  The 
officers  of  the  church  at  this  time  are  Calvin  Simonton,  elder; 

George  Wright  and  Calvin  Simonton,  trustees. 

Mcf/todist  Church  of  Pcrryshunr. — From  the  settlement  of 
Union  Township  up  to  1B54,  services  were  held  by  ministers  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  but  a 
permanent  organization  did  not  gain  a  footing  until  some  time 
that  year.  The  Perrysburg  class  was  organized  by  Rev.  Enoch 
Waymire  and  Stephen  S.  Long  in  1854,  with  a  membership  of 
about  twenty,  quite  a  number  of  whom  had  belonged  to  the 
church  before  movin<^  to  this  part  of  tlie  countrv-  The  organi- 
zation took  place  at  the  residence  of  William  Bennett,  w'hich 
was  used  as  a  meeting  place  for  some  months.  As  the  society 
increased  in  numbers,  a  more  commodious  place  of  worship 
became  necessary.  Accordingly,  the  Presbyterian  Church  was 
procured  and  u^cd  at  regular  intc>rval8  until  1865.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  wants  of  the  constantlv  increasing  societv  foreshadowed 
the  necessity  of  erectin<r  a  building  of  its  own,  and,  in  1865, 
the  present  beauiiiul  temple  of  worship,  one  of  the  tinesl  country 
church  edifices  in  the  county,  was  erected  in  the  village,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,300.  To  the  untiring  efforts  of  Rev*  Enoch  Way- 
mire, whose  means  were  liberally  expended  in  its  behalf,  was 
the  success  of  the  building  enterprise  largelv  due.  As  no 
authentic  records  of  the  church  were  accessible,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  give  a  full  list  of  pastors,  but  among  those  who 
have  had  charge  of  the.  society  from  time  to  time,  were  the 
following  :  Revs.  L.  Roberts,  Mr.  White,  J.  Lacy,  N.  Shackle- 
ford,  A.  II.  Curry.  R.  J.  Smith,  J.  H.  McMahon,  J.  W.  MiUer, 
N.  Peddvcord,  .M.  H.  Miller,  and  the  present  inicumbent,  Rev. 
J.  |.  Cooper.  The  church  at  one  time  was  one  of  the  most 
piospcrous  societies  in  the  county,  but,  owing  to  deaths  and 
removals,  has  lost  quite  a  number  of  its  members,  the  com- 
municants at  this  time  numbering  only  about  thirty.  The  officers 
are  as  follows:  John  R.  Waymire  and  Henry  Lininger,  stewards; 
John  Waymire,  Samuel  McElwee,T.  S.  McEl wee,  Samuel  Losher  and 
Jacob  Losher,  trustees.  The  Sunday  School,  under  the  efficient 
manat|c  nient  of  John  Wavniire,  is  well  attended,  and  has  been 
a  \.iluable  auxilliary  to  the  work  of  the  church. 

Villages, — Perrysburg, — Some  towns  grow  up  where  they  are 
from  the  very  nature  of  things.  A  water  course  or  a  crossing 
will  give  rise  to  a  shop  or  little  store,  and  by  gradual  accretion, 
there  comes  to  be  an  assemblage  of  houses  and  an  increase  of  busi- 
ness, which  at  length  necessitates  the  laying  out  and  incorporation 
of  a  village.    Other  towns  have  their  origin  in  the  speculative  minds 
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of  men.  A  combination  of  these  two  causes  undoubtedly  led  to 
the  founding  o£  the  little  village  of  Perrysburg.  Early  tn  1837, 
Matthew  Fenimore  ard  John  R.  Wilkinson,  purchased  a  tract  of 
land,  embracing  the  present  site  of  the  town,  the  State  road  lead- 
ing from  Peru  to  Rochester,  dividing  their  respective  places. 
The  location  being  at  that  time  near  the  center  of  a  large  area 
of  sparsely  settled  country,  and  remote  from  any  trading  point,  the 
advisability  of  laying  out  a  town  suggested  itse&  to  Messrs.  Feni- 
more and  Wilkinson,  who,  after  carefully  weighing  the  matter  from 
a  business  stand  point,  conchuled  that  such  a  venture  would  be  both 
safe  and  profitable.  Accordingh  a  surveyer  was  employed,  and  in 
June  of  the  above  year,  the  town  plat,  consisting  of  thirty-six  lots, 
was  laid  out  and  duly  recorded.  The  State  road  forms  the  main 
street,  running  North  and  South,  and  crossing  this  at  right  angles, 
are  Bridge,  Second  and  High  streets.  In  the  summer  ot  1837,  Mr. 
Fenimore  brought  a  stock  of  i^oods  to  the  new  town,  and  also 
opened  a  liotel  for  the  accommodation  of  the  traveling  pubhc,  in 
both  of  which  he  was  quite  successful.  He  was  in  business  about 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  sold  out  to  Richard  Britton  and 
moved  to  Peru.  He  subsequently  settled  in  the  southern  part  of  But- 
ler Township,  where  in  the  year  1848,  he  laid  out  the  town  of 
Santa  Fe. 

William  Burnett  was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Perrys- 
burg, and  for  a  number  of  years  kept  a  hotel;  first  in  the  Feni- 
more building  and  later  in  a  house  of  his  own,  which  became  a 
favorite  stopping  place.  John  Harris  afterward  became  proprie- 
tor of  this  hotel,  and  his  reputation  as  an  experienced  and  accom- 
modating  landlord  was  such  that  the  house  was  ne\  er  in  want 
of  paying  guests,  many  of  whom  pronounced  it  the  best  place 
of  entertainment  in  the  county.  Dr.  Henry  Howe  moved  to  the 
village  about  the  year  1846,  and  in  connection  with  the  practice 
of  the  healing  art,  engaged  in  the  goods  business,  which  he  sub- 
sequent!}- disposed  of  to  John  Howe,  who  carried  on  a  success- 
ful trade  for  several  years.  His  successor  was  Weslev  McFar- 
land,  who,  in  turn,  sold  out  to  Jacob  Rannells.  The  latter  was 
identitied  with  the  business  interests  of  the  town  until  1884,  and 
during  the  period  of  his  stay  carried  on  a  larger  trade  than  any 
other  merchant  in  the  county,  outside  of  Peru.  He  suffered  a 
severe  loss  by  fire,  in  1884,  which,  with  other  troubles  growing 
out  of  the  involved  condition  of  his  business,  led  to  his  unhappy 
death  by  suicide,  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  Jesse  Friend  sold 
goods  in  the  village  for  a  short  time,  and  in  1874,  ^*  Wright 
opened  a  generd  store,  which  he  has  since  successfully  earned 
on,  his  business  house  being  the  only  one  in  the  town  at  this 
time.  The  early  mechanics  of  the  village  were  George  Bosh, 
blacksmith;  Thomas  Garlinghouse,  wagonmaker,  and  Hamilton 
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iSiinonton,  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker.  The  present  mechanics 
are  Erwin  Bosh  and  Frank  Moody,  both  of  whom  work  at  the 
blacksmith  trade.    As  already  stated.  Dr.  Henry  Howe  was  the 

first  practicing  physician  in  the  place.    Since  his  departure,  the 

foUowinj^  medical  men  have  practiced  \hvu-  profession  here,  from 
time  to  timi',  tn-wit:  Drs.  Ladue,  Shadwick,  Delric  and  Con- 
ner. The  resident  physician  at  this  time,  is  Dr.  W.  A.  Ager, 
who  has  a  large  and  lucrative  business  in  Miami,  Cass  and  Ful- 
ton Counties.  Perry sburg,  while  never  coming  up  to  the  expec- 
tations of  its  founders,  has  always  sustained  tiie  reputation  of  a 
good  local  trading  point,  and  situated,  as  it  is.  in  the  midst  of  a 
rich  agriesiltm  al  region,  will,  perhajis,  continue  to  be  the  chief 
.source  ot  sujiplies  for  a  large  area  of  territory.  It  has  a  beauti- 
ful graded  school  building,  two  church  organizattons,  sketches  of 
which  have  been  given,  and  its  inhalntants,  in  point  of  thrift 
and  intelligence,  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  anj'  other 
town  of  its  size  in  the  State. 

/Jrr(/sz///r,  a  small  village  on  the  1..  P.  &  C.  Railroad,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  towrisliip,  was  laid  out  July,  1870,  by  Samuel  M. 
L.eed\  and  Albert  Deeds.  The  original  plat  consists  of  eighty-foui^ 
lots,  to  which  an  addition  of  twelve  lots  was  made  by  Samuel 
Leedy  in  December,  1872.  The  village,  while  not  a  place  of  exten- 
sive business,  has  enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of  prospi  1  Ity,  and,  in  ccmse- 
qiience  of  its  adx  antages  as  a  shipping  point,  is  likeK  i-i  n'main  t 
place  of  mure  tiian  ordinary  loc  al  importance.  The  llrsl  business  ot 
the  village  was  a  general  store  started  sometime  in  1870  by  E.  II. 
Hill  and  W.  H,  Leedy,  and  a  short  time  thereafter  a  small  stock  of 
groceries  was  brought  to  the  place  by  J.  Kepler.  The  business  at 
this  time  is  as  f{)llows:  E.  II.  Hill,  grain  buyer  and  dealer  in  general 
merchandise;  G.  S.  Steiner,  dealer  in  groceries,  hardware  and 
notions;  Steiner  &  Robbins,  manufacturers  of  drain  tile:  Fenton  & 
Moon  operate  a  large  s'.eam  saw  mill  and  do  a  successful  lumber 
business;  G.  S.  Steiner  is  the  village  blacksmith,  and  E.  H.  Hill 
represents  the  Government  in  the  capacity  of  Postmaster. 


BIOGBAPHICAli  SKSTCU£8. 

DR.  UPTON  A.  AGER,  of  Perrysburg,  is  a  native  of 
Starke  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  January  24,  1839,    He  was 

the  onh-  son  born  to  John  G.  and  Mary  (Lineroad)  Ager,  natives 
of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  respectively,  the  former  of  Ger- 
man and  Irish  and  the  latter  of  German  descent.  When  our 
subject  was  eight  years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Hunt- 
ington County,  this  State,  where  his  youth  was  spent  working 
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upon  his  father's  farm.  Durinj^  this  time  he  atteiukd  the  pub- 
lic school,  in  which  he  recei\  ed  a  <^ood  coniiiion  school  educa- 
tion. This  was  supplemented  by  a  course  of  instruction  in  select 
schook  at  Roanoke  and  Huntington,  by  which  he  received  a 
knowledge  of  some  of  the  higher  branches  of  learning.  After 
quitting  school  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  hardware 
store  m  Huntin<^ton.  This  position  he  held  about  eighteen 
months,  after  which  he  had  a  like  position  in  Indianapolis  six 
months.  He  then  returned  to  Huntington  and  began  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  ofiice  of  Dr.  O.  A.  Lewis,  a  graduate  of 
hoth  Rush  and  Bellevue  Colleges.  He  remained  under  his  instruc- 
tion two  years.  During  the  winter  of  iS6^  and  '66  he  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Chicago  Medical  College.  The  sum- 
mer of  1866  was  spent  in  the  otlice  of  Drs.  Lavmon  &  wShafer. 
of  Huntington.  During  the  winter  of  1866  and  '67  he  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Rush  Medical  College,  of  Chicago, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  February,'  1867.  He  returned  to 
Huntington  County  and  entered  upon  his  professional  labors  at 
Antioch.  A  few  months  later  he  removed  to  Rochester,  Fulton 
Countv.  In  April,  1868,  he  came  to  this  count v  and  located  at 
Perrvsbur«r,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  actively  en<raired  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  October  18,  1870,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Cinderilla  Wood,  a  native  of  Fulton  Coimty,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Christopher  and  Rebecca  (Rannells)  Woods.  She  was 
bom  June  20,  1852.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ager  have  liad  Hve  chil- 
dren. They  are  Mary  E.,  born  March  17,  1872;  L.  Edgerton. 
born  Jaiuiary  20,  1874;  Fleetwood  C,  born  July  22,  1877;  Zulu 
B.,  born  September  9,  1880,  and  Robbie,  born  February  2,  1882, 
and  died  February  3,  1882.  Dr.  Ager  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  As  a  practi- 
tioner he  is  a  complete  success.  His  professional  career  has  been 
a  brilliant  one.  It  was  not  \onrr  after  his  location  at  Perrysburg 
until  he  had  built  up  an  estensivc  practice.  At  times  his  practice 
has  made  such  demands  upon  hun  as  to  imperil  his  own  plwsi- 
cal  condition,  in  consec^uence  of  which  his  health  is  somewhat 
impaired.  He  began-  bfe  without  a  dollar,  and  though  he  scarcely 
is  past  the  meridian  of  life,  he  has  accumulated  considerable 
propertv.  Besides  a  pleasant  home  in  Perrvsburg  .md  a  good 
farm  in  this  county,  he  owns  a  farm  of  158  acres  in  Cass 
County,  all  of  which  is  the  result  of  his  industry,  perseverance 
and  economy. 

WILLIAM  FRIEND,  one  of  Miami  County's  old  pioneers,  and 

one  among  the  early  settlers  of  Union  Township,  was  bom  in 

Miami  County,  Ohio,  Januar^^  18,  181 2.  He  was  the  youngest 
child  born  to  Jesse  and  Catharine  (  Moist)  Friend,  both  natives  of 
Randolph  County,  North  Carolina,  the  former  of  English  and  the 
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latter  of  German  descent.  Our  subject  grew  up  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county.  He  was  left  without  a  mother  when  he  was  but  ten 
months  old,  and  before  he  was  eight  years  old  the  hand  of  death 

had  deprived  him  of  his  fatlier  also.  Thus  left  an  orphan  boy  at 
this  earlv  age.  went  to  live  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  he  was  a  grown  man.  r)uring  this  whole 
time  he  worked  in  a  grist-mill,  owned  by  his  grandlather,  which 
was  situated  fourteen  miles  north  of  Dayton,  on  a  small  stream  called 
Still  Water.  He  was  thus  employed  utuil  about  1840.  After 
working  in  a  machine  shop  in  West  Milton,  Ohio,  for  over  one 
year,  he  came  in  ihr  fall  of  184.2  to  this  conntv.  and  first  located  in* 
tlnion  Township,  vwr  since  w  hich  time  he  has  been  t-ngaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1845,  he  removed  to  Jefferson  Township, 
but  in  1865  he  returned  to  Union  Township,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  July  28, 183 1,  he  was  marri^  to  Sophia  Cress,  a 
native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  born  March  22,  181 1.  She 
'was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (  Plummer)  Cress,  the  for- 
nu  r  a  nativ  e  of  V  irginia,  of  (ierman  descent,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Randolpli  County,  Nortli  Carolina,  of  English  descent.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Friend  had,  in  all,  nine  children.  They  are:  Catharine, 
bom  October  i,  1832;  John,  bom  October  25,  1834;  Mary,  bom 
August  5,  1836,  died  July  30,  1851;  Jane,  born  November  11,  1840; 
Andrew,  born  May  20,  1843;  Jesse,  born  March  8,  1846;  Ira,  born 
November  2,  18  f/;  vSimeon,  born  April  20,  1850,  died  July  9,  1851; 
Mahala,  born  December  25,  1853,  died  January  24,  1854.  Mr. 
Friend  lost  his  w  ife  March  11,  1885;  which  he  has  made  his 

home  with  his  son  John.  He  has  never  identified  himself  with  any 
church,  but  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  Christianity.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  When  lie  came  to  the  county  he  located 
in  the  woods:  and  what  are  now  beautiful  and  w ell-tilled  fields,  was 
a  \  ast  forest,  abounding  in  deer.  wol\  es.  w  ild  lurkex  s  and  Indians. 
Amid  all  the  hard  work  which  the  clearing  up  of  a  farm 
devolved  upon  him,  he  found  time  to  shoulder  his  gun  and  take  part 
in  the  hunt  and  chase — a  thing  which  he  frequently  did.  He  killed, 
in  all,  upwards  of  three  hundred  deer,  besides  an  abundance  of  small 
game,  with  which  the  forest  at  that  time  tc»emed.  Mr.  Friend  is 
now  in  the  sevenl\ -tifth  vear  of  his  age,  and  is  enjoying  moderately 
good  health.  1  le  has  resided  in  our  county  over  forty-four  years, 
and  is  one  of  our  most  highly  respected  citizens. 

JOHN  FRIEND,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Union 
Township,  was  bom  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  October  25,  1834. 
He  was  the  elde.st  son  born  to  William  and  Sophia  (Cress)  Friend, 
natives  of  Miami  and  Montgomerv  Counties,  Ohio,  respectively. 
While  John  was  yet  a  voung  child,  his  parents  renio\  ed  to  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  but  in  October,  1842,  they  came  to  Miami  County, 
this  State,  and  located  in  the  woods  of  Jefferson  Township.  Here 
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John  spent  his  hoyhocxl  and  youth  working  on  his  father's  farm. 
When  he  became  of  age  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  has  ever 
since  continued  to  maSce  that  a  business.  In  the  fall  of  1863,  he 
removed  to  a  farm  in  Kosciusko  County,  but  in  the  spring  o£  1869, 

he  returned  to  this  county,  and  located  where  he  now  resides,  in 
Section  i,  Union  Township.  November  29,  1857,  he  was  married 
to  IClizabeth  Ilimelick.  a  native  of  Decatur  County,  this  Statt-.  bom 
January  22,  1841.  Slie  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarali  A. 
( ArnetjO  Uimdick,  the  former  of  whom,  at  present,  resides  in  Jef- 
ferson Township,  this  county.  By  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Friend  had 
nine  children:  Sarah  A.,  born  July  15,  1859;  Rebecca  J.,  bom 
Marcli  15,  1861;  William  H.,  born  November  14,  1862;  James  L, 
born  October  21,  1864;  Wilson  C,  born  July  31,  1867;  Luella  S., 
born  December  7,  1868;  Milo  R.,  born  April  2,  1872;  Meldora, 
bom  October  i,  1873,  and  Edwin  A.,  born  September  17,  1875,  all 
of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Friend  lost  his  first  wife,  January  14, 1878, 
and  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1878,  he  was  married  to  Mary  J. 
Utter,  a  native  of  |ohns(m  County,  this  Slatf.  born  January  16,  1847. 
She  was  the  daugluer  of  Edwin  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Byers)  Utter, 
natives  of  Fa\  ette  and  Johnson  County,  this  State,  respective!}'.  To 
this  latter  union  one  child  has  been  born — Phebe  £.,  born  August 
7,  1885.  Mr.  Friend  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge,  and  a 
Republican  in  politics.  He  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  good  land,  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. His  farm  is  fitted  up  with  good  fences,  a  good  barn,  and  a 
handsome  brick  residence,  and  is  a  very  desirable  location.  He  is 
an  honest,  upright  man,  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer,  and  a 
No.  I  cidzen.  He  is  now  gi\'ing  some  attention  to  pisci-culture. 
He  has  a  handsome  little  pond  well  stocked  with  German  carp,  and 
already  has  his  table  supplied  with  this  luxury. 

EPHRAIM  H.  HILL,  merchant  of  Deedsville,  is  a  native  of 
Union  Township,  this  county,  and  was  bom  March  26.  1S43.  He 
was  the  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Cool)  Hill,  the  former  a  native 
of  New  York  Cit}<'  and  the  latter  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
of  German,  English  and  Irish  descent  The  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  this  county  and  located  in  the  woods  of  Union  Township 
in  the  fall  of  1839.  Ephraim  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  working 
upon  his  father's  farm.  Durin;^^  this  time  he  attended  the  district 
school,  in  whicii  lie  received  a  good  common  school  education.  At 
the  early  age  of  seventeen  he  took  up  the  avocation  of  a  teacher. 
After  teaching  successfully  seven  years,  in  December,  1869,  he 
took  what  little  capital  he  had  and  began  the  life  of  a  business  man 
in  Deedsville.  His  attention  was  divided  between  the  grain  busi- 
ness and  a  small  grocerv  store  it  being  the  first  of  the  kind  ever 
in  the  town.  He  has  thus  continued  ever  since.  November  5, 
1873,  he  was  married  to  Lida  A.  Clingenpeel,  a  native  of  this 
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State,  and  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Hester  (Buck)  Clingen- 

peel.  She  died  August  20,  1880,  Icdving  to  the  care  of  our 
subject  three  children— Edith,  Marvin  and  Ancil — all  of  whom 
are  Hving.  On  the  15th  day  of  September,  1S81,  Mr.  Hill  was 
married  to  Lucy  Marbergar,  a  native  of  Huntington  County,  this 
State,  bom  May  28,  1862.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Elias  Mar- 
bergar, of  Union  Township.  To  tliis  latter  union  two  children 
have  been  bfirn.  They  are  Vernie,  Florence  and  George  Otho. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hill  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  an  enterprising  and 
successful  business  man  and  a  good  citizen.  He  began  life  with- 
out a  dollar,  but  through  industry,  perseverance  and  economy  he 
is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  has  a  neat  little  store 
and  is  doing  a  good  business.  At  present  Mr.  Hill  holds  the 
position  o£  railrc^  agent,  express  agent  and  postmaster  at  Deeds- 
ville. 

HENRY  HOWES,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  this  county, 
and  one  among  the  first  settlers  of  Jefferson  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  was  bom  June  19,  x8i6.  He  was  the 
oldest  son  born  to  Henry  and  Ruth  (Blaisdell)  Hi»\\t  s.  both 
natives  of  New  IIamp.shire,  and  of  English  descent.  Tlu  entire 
Ufe  of  oin-  subject  has  been  spent  upon  a  farm.  In  1818  his 
parents  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Warren  County.  In 
October,  1836,  he  accompanied  them  to  this  county,  and  located 
with  them  in  the  woods  of  JefFerson  Township.  He  assbted 
his  father  in  clearing  up  a  farm,  and  a  good  deal  of  liard  work 
naturalh  devolved  upon  Henry.  He  chopped,  grubbed,  luirned 
brush,  rolled  logJ^,  plowed,  and,  in  fact,  did  all  kinds  of  hard 
work,  which  the  development  of  a  new  country  necessitates. 
He  resided  in  Jefferson  Township  until  1865,  when  he  removed 
to  Union  Township.  He  was  married  in  November,  1840,  to 
Susan  Shadinger,  who  died  about  1854.  In  October.  1S59.  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Speck,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  (hiuL^liier  of 
William  and  Catharine  Speck,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentuck}-. 
By  his  lirst  wife  Mr.  Howes  had  four  children:  Cornelia,  How- 
ard, Ruth  and  Williaro,  ail  of  whom  are  deceased.  He  and  hia 
present  wife  have  had  three  children:  Ida,  Mar^'  Louisa  and 
Elbert,  of  whom,  only  Mary  Louisa  is  living.  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Howes  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically.  Mr. 
Howes  is  a  Republican.  He  held  the  otHce  of  Assessor  in  Jef- 
ferson Township  two  terms.  He  is  now  past  seventy  years  of 
age,  and  is  enjoying  good  health.  He  is  one  of  our  country's 
oMest  pioneers  living,  and  one  of  our  most  highly  respected 
citizens. 

EZRA  JONES,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Union  Town- 
ship, and  one  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  township,  is  a  native  of 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  was  boni  September  3,  1830.  He 
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was  the  tenth  child  iuid  fifth  son  born  to  Samuel  and  Nancy  (Skin- 
ner) Jones,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  former  of  Welsh 
and  the  latter,  presumably,  of  English  descent  Ezra  sjient  his  boy- 
hood upon  his  father's  farm  in  his  native  countv.  When  he  was 
fourteen  years  old,  or  in  October,  1S45,  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  this  county,  and  located  in  Union  Township.  The  farm  lav  in 
Section  14  of  that  township,  and  is  the  one  upon  which  our  subject 
now  resides.  This  has  always  been  his  home,  excepting  eleven 
months,  whicli  were  spent  in  Harvey  County,  Kansas.  That  was 
from  March  30,  1881.  to  February  27,  1882.  Ilis  occupation  dur- 
ing his  entire  life  has  l)een  that  of  a  farmer.  December  29,  1852, 
he  was  married  to  Matilda  Cox,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Hoover\  Cox,  the  former  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina. She  was  bom  Feoniary  16,  1833.  That  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  seven  children:  Dora  A.,  born  October  16, 
1853;  Jerome  B.,  born  January  23,  1857;  Mary  O.,  born  October 
17,  1858,  died  February  18,  1864:  Charles  F..  born  Auy^ust  22.  1864, 
died  May  8,  1883;  Fannie  A.,  born  October  22,  1806;  Alfred  E. 
and  Ellen  M.  (twins),  born  November  4,  1872;  Ellen  M.  died  June 
28,  1878.  Mr.  Jones  lost  his  first  wife  February  25,  1882,  and  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1883,  he  \\  as  married  to  Mrs.  Amanda  Skin- 
ner, whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Bell.  vShe  was  the  dauj^hter 
of  Robert  Bell,  and  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  this  Slate.  October 
19,  1846.  To  this  latter  union  three  t  lii!ch-«'n  have  been  born.  They 
are  William  G.,  born  August  19,  1884;  ^"^  Phebe  (twins),, 

born  May  8,  1886.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M. 
Lodjfe,  and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Trustee  in  Union  Township  two  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1886,, 
he  was  elected  to  the  othce  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  declined  to 
ser\  c.  lie  owns  a  line  farm  of  240  acres,  most  of  which  is  in  a  bigh 
state  of  cultivation.  His  farm  is  fitted  up  with  good  fences  and 
buildings,  and  is  a  very  desirable  location.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  pleasant,, 
intelligent  gentleman,  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer,  and  one 
of  our  most  highly  respected  citizens. 

ALONZO  D.  LEEDY,  one  of  the  enterprising  young 
farmers  of  Union  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which 
he  resides,  and  was  born  March  31,  1861.  He  was  the  second 
son  bom  to  Samuel  M,  and  Rebecca  Leedy,  natives  of  Rich- 
land and  Montgomer\-  Counties,  Ohio,  respectively,  both  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  this  county 
and  located  in  Union  Township  in  1852.  The  entire  life  of 
Alonzo  has  been  spent  upon  a  farm.  He  attended  the  district 
school,  in  whicli  he  received  a  good  conunon  school  education. 
May  24,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Lydia  iiatcii,  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  daughter  of  Amos  and  Jennette  (Baker)  Hatch,  of 
AUen  Township.   She  was  bom  December  28,  1864.   To  them 
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have  been  born  one  child,  Dessie  May,  born  August  7,  18S6. 
Politically,  Mr.  Leedy  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  pushing  and 
enterpri siller  \(>un^  farmer,  and  a  ^ood  citizen. 

JAUOli  LOSHER,  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  Union 
Township,  was  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  January  5,  1806. 
He  was  the  son  of  Sebastian  and  Margaret  (Hines)  Losher,  bodi 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  remained  in  his  native 
county,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  until  October,  1856,  when 
he  came  to  this  count  \  and  located  in  Union  Township,  whert-  he 
has  ever  since  resided.  May  21,  1829,  he  was  married  to  Hannah 
Justison,  a  native  of  New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  bom  Septem- 
ber 1 1,  1802.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Pierce) 
Justison,  natives  of.  Delaware.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Losher  have  had  six 
children,  viz:  Sebastian,  Samuel  \V.,  Margaret  A.,  Mary  A.,  John 
H.  and  George  D..  all  of  whom  are  living,  except  vScbastian,  who 
died  when  he  was  two  years  and  six  montiis  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Losher  belong  to  the  M.  E.  Church.  They  have  now  lived  together 
over  fifty-seven  years  and  are  enjoying  very  good  health.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Losher  is  a  Republican.  He  owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
and  has  a  comfortable  home. 

SAMUEL  McELWEE,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Miami 
County,  and  one  among  the  early  settlers  of  Union  Township, 
was  faiom  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  17,  1818.  He 
was  the  fifth  son  bom  to  John  and  EUzabeth  (Smith)  McElwee, 
both  natives  of  Pennsvlvania.  the  former  of  Irish  and  English  and 
the  latter  of  Dutch  and  Englisli  descent.  While  Sanniel  was 
yet  a  young  child  his  parents  removed  to  Adams  County.  Penn- 
sylvania, where  his  boyhood  was  spent  upon  a  farm.  When  he 
was  twelve  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  a  harm  in  Cumber- 
land County,  Pennsylvania.  In  1845  Samuel  came  westward  to 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  one  summer  upon  a 
farm  by  the  month.  He  then  went  to  Salem.  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  cmplovetl  as  a  teamster  about  eighteen 
moiUiis.  in  1849  came  to  this  county,  and  U)cated  in  Union 
Township.  During  the  first  year  of  his  residence  there  he  worked 
at  shoemaking.  He  then  located  upon  a  farm  in  Section  i  of 
that  tc  -  n'-hip.  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1S68  he 
removed  in  tin*  towti  of  Perrvsbur<r,  when-  he  has  ever  since 
resided.  Since  locating  in  the  village  his  attention  has  .still  been 
directed  to  farnuiig,  excepting  live  years  in  which  he  conducted 
a  meat  market  in  Perrysburg.  In  January,  1839,  married 
to  Peggy  Rockey,  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  daughter  of  George  Rockey.  She  died  in  July,  1843.  Jan- 
uary 22,  iS|6.  he  was  married  to  Leah  Lininger,  a  native  of 
Cumlierlantl  Countv,  Pennsvlvania,  and  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Catharine  ^Millerj  Lininger.    By  his   Jirst   wife   Mr.  McElwee 
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had  three  children-^-Hannah,  Rebecca  and  Lydia,  of  whom  Han- 
nah and  Rebecca  are  deceased.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  McEIwee  are 

both  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Polidailly,  Mr.  Mc£lwee 
is  a  Republican.  He  is  now  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  -.xi^v.  He 
is  stout  and  liearty,  enjoys  good  heahh.  and  by  a  stranger 
would  be  taken  to  be  a  score  of  years  younger  than  he  is.  He 
has  redded  in  Miami  County  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  citizens. 

GOTTLIEB  STEINER,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  o! 
Union  Township,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  No\  eniber  3,  1831.  He 
was  the  youngest  son  born  to  John  Steiner,  with  whom  he  came  to 
America  when  he  was  six  years  old.  He  was  left  without  a  mother 
when  he  was  but  six  moirths  old.  After  arriving  in  this  countr^^ 
they  remained  over  one  winter  at  Alleghany  City.  In  the  spring  of 
1838,  they  continued  westward  to  Ohio,  and  locate  d  in  Harden 
County,  where  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and  earlv  \outh 
working  upon  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker.  His  lirst  work  at  his 
trade  was  in  Kenton,  Ohio.  He  worked  there  and  in  other 
towns,  near  Kenton,  until  1859,  when  he  went  to  Lima,  Ohio, 
and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  Here  he  remained  until 
1868,  when  he  came  U)  this  State  and  engns^ed  in  the  same 
business  in  Roclu'ster,  Fulton  C'ountv.  Six  months  later  he  came 
to  this  county  and  located  in  Union  lownship,  upon  the  present 
aite  of  Deedsville.  He  enjoys  the  credit  of  erecting  the  first 
building  in  that  place,  and  of  being  her  first  citizen.  During  the 
first  nine  years  of  his  residence  there,  he  worked  at  his  trade. 
In  1879,  he  engaged  in  the  tile  business,  which  received  his 
attention  five  years.  In  the  spring  of  1885,  he  opened  up  a  grocery 
Store  in  Deedsville,  which  is  now  under  the  managenient  of  his 
wife.  Just  at  the  present  time  Mr.  Steiner  gives  his  attention  to 
his  trade.  He  was  married,  March  2,  1854,  Mary  M.  Stei- 
ner, (no  relation),  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  born  Septem- 
ber 27,  1836.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Apalonia 
(Diel)  Steiner.  Mrs,  Steiner  accompanied  her  parents  to  Amer- 
ica when  she  was  ten  years  old.  They  located  in  Harden  County, 
Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steiner  have  had  thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom 
are  living.  They  are :  Richard  S.,  born  August  7,  1855 :  Mary  E.,  born 
August  30,  1858;  Ida  H.,  born  September  5,  i860;  Frank  S.,  born 
August  23,  1862:  William  T.,  born  May  20.  1864,  died 
March  2,  1865;  Calvin  O.,  born  November  12,  1S65:  Theofiel, 
born  April  12,  1867,  died  August  27,  1867;  Edwin  G.,  born 
November  3,  1868;  Celesta,  bom  September  18,  1870;  Sevilla, 
bom  December  18,  1871;  Clemens,  born  May  5,  1873,  died 
Aui^ust  22,  1873:  Anna  B.,  born  April  18,  1875:  Magdalena, 
born  June  i,  1879.  ^Ira*  Steiner  are  members  of  the 
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Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Steiner  is  a  Democrat.  While 
a  rendent  of  Allen  County,  Ohio,  he  held  the  oflice  of  Trustee 
two  terms.    He  is  an  industrious  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

JACOB  W.  WARNER,  of  Union  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  January  19,  1844.  ^^♦^•'^ 
second  son  bom  to  David  and  Margaret  (Hitchew)  Warner,  both 
natives  of  Maryland.  Jacob  spent  his  boyhood,  up  to  the  age  of 
ten,  in  his  native  county.  His  parents  came  to  this  county  about  the 
year  1854,  and  located  in  l^nion  Township.  There  Jacob  grew  up  to 
manhood,  working  upon  a  farm.  In  Decembi-r,  1863,  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Union  Army,  in  Company  L,  12th  Indiana  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  dose  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  the 
Five  Days  Fight  at  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  and  the  battles  of 
Nashville,  Mobile,  and  Spanish  Fort.  He  returned  to  this  county 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  removed  to 
Fulton  Countv  in  1868,  where  he  resided  three  years.  In  187 1  he 
returned  to  this  county  and  located  where  he  now  resides,  in  Section 
26,  Union  Township.  In  March,  z866,  he  was  married  to  £va 
Shafer,  by  whom  he  has  had  nine  chilch^n,  viz:  Alice  A.,  Sarah 
M.,  Ordella  F.,  William  L.,  Rosa  M.,  Grace,  Olive  P.,  Emma  and 
Walter  S.,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  are  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  i>.  Cliurch.  Mr.  Warner  is  a  niembrr  of  the  (j.  A. 
R.,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  six- 
teen acres  of  land— sixty  of  which  are  in  cultivation.  He  is  an  hon- 
est, upright  man,  an  industrious  farmer,  and  a  good  citizen. 

SAMUKL  WITTER,  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of 
Il^nion  Townsliip,  was  born  in  Union  County,  this  State,  July  17, 
1834.  He  was  the  fifth  son  horn  to  George  and  Fannie 
I  Kingery)  Witter,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  respec- 
tively. The  Wrth  of  his  father  occurred  in  1796,  and  that  o£ 
his  mother  in  1802.  Samuel  spent  his  early  life  working  upon 
his  father's  farm  in  his  native  county.  He  attended  ih.  district 
school,  but  the  advantages  were  poor,  consequently  lu  had  the 
benefit  of  no  more  than  an  ordinary  common  school  education.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he  began  farming  for  himself.  I'hai 
was  in  Union  County.  -  In  1859,  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Car- 
rol! County.  He  resided  there  until  1863,  when  he  came  to 
this  county  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Jefferson  Town.ship. 
In  August,  1872,  he  emigrated  to  Shawnee  County.  Kansas, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  in  February,  1876.  At 
that  time  he  returned  to  this  county  and  agam  located  in  Jeffer- 
son Township.  In  April,  1883,  he  removed  to  his  present  home 
in  Section  30,  Union  Township.  He  was  married  on  the  24th 
day  of  February,  1858,  to  Ellen  J.  Smith,  also  a  native  of 
Union  County,  born  April  27,  1840.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Eunice  (Ringsby)  Smith,  the  first  mentioned  for- 
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merly  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  That  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two 
children,  viz;  William  H.,  bom  September  3,  i860;  died 
September  19,  1862,  and  Emerson  E.,  bom  December  3,  1862, 
died  July  19,  1867.  On  the  26th  day  of  November,  1863,  Mr. 
Witter  suffered  the  bereavement  of  losing  his  rtrst  wife,  and  on  the 
28th  day  of  November,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Laura  D.  Wilson,  a 
native  of  this  county,  bom  September  10,  1848.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  K.  and  Lucinda  ^Grrimes)  Wilson,  natives  of 
Preble  and  Montgomery  Counties,  Ohio,  respectively.  To  this  lat- 
ter union,  three  children  have  been  born.  Their  names  are  Edward 
C,  born  September  23,  1866;  Leonidas  G.,  bom  January  10,  1868, 
and  Charles  W.,  born  April  23,  1883,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Witter  are  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 
Politically  Mr.  Witter  is  a  Republican.  He  owns  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  ]k*sides  this  he  owns  a  business  property  in  the  town  of 
Mexico.  He  is  an  honest,  upright,  square-dealing  man  and  a  good 
citizen. 

GEORGE  W.  VV'RIGllT,  nurchani  at  i'errysburg,  was  born 
in  New  York  City,  August  4,  1845.  He  was  the  third  son  bom 
to  Leonard  and  Melissa  (Eaton)  Wright,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  England.  At  the 
tender  age  of  thirteen,  George,  in  company  with  his  older  brother, 
Leonard,  left  home  and  made  his  wav  to  Fulton  County,  this  State. 
There  he  worked  upon  a  farm  by  the  month  about  four  years. 
July  22,  1862,  he  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  Union  Army  in 
Company  D,  87th  Indiana  Regiment.  He  received  an  honorable 
discharge  from  that  company,  June  10,  1865.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Perrvsville,  Ky.,  Chickamauga  and  Nashville,  in 
which  he  discharged  his  duties  in  a  manner  becoming  a  loyal  .sol- 
dier. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  came  to  this  county  and  located 
at  Perrysburg.  In  187 1  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
that  place,  which  has/  ever  since  received  his  attention.  April  29^ 
1869,  he  was  married  to  Harriet  Simonton,  a  native  of  this  county, 
and  daughter  of  Hamilton  and  Keziah  (Woodbum)  Simonton.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wright  have  liad  three  children;  they  are  Fannie,  Minnie 
and  Walter  H.,  of  whom  Fannie  died  in  her  third  year.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright  are  faithful  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Politically  Mr.  Wright  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  pleasant,  intelli- 
gent gentleman,  an  enterprising  and  successful  business  man  and  a 
number  one  citizen.  He  has  a  large  and  commocUous  store  room, 
well  stocked,  and  is  doing  a  good  business.  He  began  life  without 
a  dollar,  but  through  inciustrj-,  perseverance  and  economy,  he  is 
now  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Washington  Township — General  Features — Early  Set- 
tlers— Religious  History — ^Ma2^ufacturing  Interests 
AND  Industries — Biographical  Sketches. 

ASHIXGTON  TOWNSIIIPissituated  south  of  Peru,  and 
was  named  Washington  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  George 
Washington,  the  illustrious  father  of  the  Republic.  It  encloses  an 
area  of  about  thirty  square  miles,  or  19,200  acres,  the  greater  part 
of  which  lies  in  Township  26  North,  Range  4  East,  of  the  Congres- 
sional Survey.  It  is  well  watered  by  the  Wabash,  Little  and  Big 
Pipe  Creeks,  whose  branches  ramify  to  every  part,  thus  offering 
eligible  sites  for  mills  and  affording  an  abundance  of  water 
for  stock  and  other  purposes.  Big  Pipe  Creek  flows  a 
northwesterly  course  through  the  southern  part  of  the  town- 
ship and  affords  ample  drainage  for  a  large  area  of  territory  in 
Washington  and  adjoining  divisions.  Little  Pipe  Creek  flow  s  the 
same  direction  through  the  central  part  of  the  township,  passing  in 
its  course  through  Sections  24,  13,  14,  15,  10  and  9,  and  cro.sses  the 
western  boundarv,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  Wabash.  That  part 
of  the  township  bordering  on  the  Wabash,  is  level  tor  a  short  dis- 
tance south  of  the  stream,  and  very-  fertile.  It  merges  into  large 
hills  in  some  places,  south  of  which  'the  country  stretdies  away  into 
a  level  surface,  which  coniimu  s  as  a  general  rule  until  the  southern 
boiuular\'  is  reached.  The  soil  of  the  township  is  of  excellent  qual- 
ity, and  produces  abundantly,  all  the  crops  and  fruits  adapted  to  the 
latitude  of  Northern  Indiana.  Some  of  the  land,  originally  low  and 
wet,  has  been  reclaimed  by  a  successful  system  of  tile  dramage. 
Like  other  parts  of  the  county,  the  township,  when  first  seen  by 
white  man,  was  densely  wooded  with  the  leading  varieties  of  timber 
Row  ing  in  this  part  of  the  State.  In  those  portions  of  the  county 
in  which  the  timber  has  been  to  any  degree  saved  until  late  years, 
the  owners  are  receiving  large  sums  for  the  forest  products,  which 
are  nianufaclurecl  into  lumber,  staves,  etc.,  and  other  articles  of  com- 
merce, and  largely  exported. 

"  From  the  most  reliable  information  at  our  command  we  give 
to  Thomas  Henton  the  credit  of  being  the  first  white  man  to  make 
a  permanent  settlement  in  what  is  now  Washin^;t(>n  Township." 
He  inovfd  to  the  country  as  early  as  183S.  and  niadi  some  improve- 
ments upon  what  is  now  the  Demuth  farm.  Mr.  Henton  was  a 
pioneer  in  all  the  term  implies,  and  for  the  first  five  years  after  his 
settling,  did  little  else  than  hunt,  a  sport  of  which  he  was  passion- 
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atel^  fond.  His  first  habitation  was  the  conventional  round  log 
cabin  of  that  period,  in  which  he  lived  a  life  of  happy  bachelorhood.  • 
He  subsequently  resigned  the  life  of  a  bachelor  by  uniting  hiinself 
in  marriage  to  a  lad\ ,  wlio,  after  his'  death,  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Demuth.  The  year  1839  was  signalized  by  the  arrival  of  a  num- 
ber of  home  seekers;  among  whom  were  Patrick  O'Brien,  who  set- 
tled where  his  son  is  still  living;  Thomas  O'Mera,  on  the  Haver 
farm;  John  Bargerhoof,  on  the  Bearss  place;  Daniel  Taggett,  near 
the  north  end  of  the  township;  Mr.  McManis.  near  where  the 
Widow  Myers  lives;  John  Gindling,  on  the  Smith  farm:  George 
Beck,  on  the  Brown  farm;  Guinton  Ke\ ,  on  the  Puterbaugh  place: 
Michael  Duffy,  on  the  place  which  stiii  bears  his  name,  and  John 
Cleiker,  where  his  son  lives. 

Early  in  the  forties  came  the  following  pioneers:  Maladii 
Kuhn,  at  present  a  resident  of  Peru,  settled  on  the  Miller  farm 
about  the  year  1840;  Alexander  Wilson  also  became  a  resident^  • 
about  the  same  time  and  located  on  the  farm  where  his  son, 
George  W^ilson,  is  still  living;  Emanuel  Char|)ie  came  in  ii<^o 
or  '41,  and  chose  for  his  home  the  W'hiteside  farm.  Others  who 
came  about  the  same  time  or  perhaps  a  ^ear  or  two  later,  were* 
William  Weakler,  on  the  farm  which  is  still  known  as  the  Weak- 
ler  place;  James  Dabney,  on  the  Mosely  farm:  William  Lyce, 
on  the  Sherman  farm;  John  Miller,  on  land  in  the  possession  of 
his  heirs;  Charles  Brown,  on  the  George  Haver  farm;  Isaac 
Miller,  on  the  Shipler  place;  John  Allen,  where  he  still  resides; 
A..  Henen,  on  the  Blood  farm;  James  Downey,  on  the  Blood 
farm;  John  Hunt,  on  the  Coleman  place;  Patrick  Colgan,  where 
he  is  still  living;  Jacob  Keller  and  Amos  Ranks,  whose  exact 
locations  were  not  learned.  The  following  settlers  came  a  little 
later  than  the  foregoing:  James  Sharp,  where  he  still  lives; 
W^illiam  King,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township:  John  David- 
son, on  land  belonging  to  Joseph  Miller,  near  Jjig  Pipe  Creek; 
Joseph  Scott,  in  the  south  end  of  the  township;  Frederick  Har- 
ter,  near  Pipe  Creek,  on  the  Strawtown  road;  Thomas  Goudy, 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  township:  Arthur  Bland,  on  the 
Strawtown  road;  Otis  Fish,  in  Section  35;  B.  F.  York,  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  township,  on  Little  Pipe  Creek:  W.  H. 
Misener,  in  the  Richardville  Reserve,  not  far  from  the  Butler 
Township  Hne;  Samuel  Jameson,  on  Litde  Pipe  Creek,  where 
his  son-in-law,  Irvin  Jones,  lives;  John  Betzner,  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  township;  Philip  and  William  Mort,  near  the  western  * 
boundary,  in  Section  16:  Stephi-n  Frazer.  in  Section  33:  Frederick 
Coleman,  near  the  central  part  of  the  township:  John  and  Ben 
York,  on  Little  Pipe  Creek;  Jerry  Shaffer,  in  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  township;  Samuel  Shenebarger,  where  H.  Mosely 
lives;  Jacob  Strouble,  near  the  poor  farm;  Martin  Flagg,  near 
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where  Shenebarger  settled;  Ephraim  Beans,  cm  the  Strawtown 
road,  near  Pipe  Creek;  Davikl  Dunn,  place  of  settlement  not 

known;  Joseph  Scott,  in  southeast  corner  of  the  township:  P. 
Blake,  on  Big  Pipe  Crt-ek ;  William  and  N.  Corey,  near  Little 
Pipe  Creek;  Franklin  Fitclihorn,  in  southern  part;  Samuel  Beall, 
Sylvester  Tumblin,  John  Hawes,  Conrad  Hawes,  Bernard  Hawes, 
Robert  McKinney,  James  McClary,  John  Allen,  John  Flagg  and 
Abraham  Billheimer,  in  the  south  end  of  the  tow  nship.  The  fol- 
lowinc^  were  also  among  the  pioneers  of  Washington,  settling  in 
various  parts  of  the  township,  t(j-wil:  Bradlev  Witham,  Zachariah 
O'Connell,  John  Eichelberger,  John  E.  6invely,  Martin  Flagg, 
Joscj)!!  Bupert,  Israel  Leer,  William  Scott,  J.  T.  Miller,  J.  Marshall, 
John  llann,  Barney  Blue,  Mr.  Farlow,  David  Dunn,  Jacob  Sherman, 
Captain  Drouillard,  George  Rettick,  Mark  McKane,  Peter  Criss- 
man,  Joseph  Hopkins,  Mr.  Strogler,  Da\id  Kronister,  M.  Rav- 
burn,  A.  M.  Iliggins,  John  (Jlass,  Charks  I'rippfci',  (j.  H.  Klv, 
Benjamin  Trippeer,  John  Baiicn,  Charles  Brown,  Elijah  Baker, 
Romanus  Charpie,  Michael  Werhle,  Jacob  Shawman,  Isaac  Crane, 
Michael  Case,  David  Myers,  Daniel  B.  Mark,  Patrick  O'Brien, 
Michael  Whaling,  John  Demuth,  John  Allen,  James  Striker,  John 
Pines,  Samuel  and  John  Glass,  Martin  Flagg,  George  H.  Ely, 
Arthur  Bland  and  many  others  whose  names  were  not  given  the 
writer. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  who  secured  lands  in 

W^ashington  Township,  bv  entrv,  during  the  vears  1840  and  1841. 
Bradley  Wilhaii,  Zachariah  O'Connell,  John  T.  Miller,  Michael  Duffy, 
Patrick  Corbett,  Charles  Bourke  and  John  Eichelberger,  in  Section 
I  and  2;  John  E,  Shively,  Alexander  Wilson,  James  M.  Ravbourn, 
and  A.  M.  Iliggins,  Section  3;  Jeremiah  Shaffer,  Daniel  Kronister, 
Elijah  Baker  and  R.  Charpie,  Section  5;  Michael  Werhle,  Mai- 
achi  Kuhn,  John  Gindling,  Jacob  Strouble,  Jacob  Shaw  man.  Isaac 
Crane  and  D.  R.  Bearss, in  Section  to;  vSanuiel  Lucas,  P.  O'Brien, 
David  Myer.s,  D.  B.  Mark.s,  John  Stunt,  George  Cleikcr  and  Mich- 
ael Case,  in  Section  12.  The  above  were  the  first  entries  made  in 
the  township.  **The  township  was  formerly  organized  June  6, 
1843,  and  named  in  honor  of  George  Washington.**  <*  Shoitl}'  after 
the  organization  was  perfected,  an  election  was  hdd  at  the  cabin  of 
Thomas  Ilinton.'*  "  Isaac  Miller  was  chosen  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Patrick  O'Brien,  Constable." 

The  four  great  factors  of  modern  civilization  are  the  faniiH', 
the  school,  the  church  and  the  press,  important  in  the  order  of 
their  enumeration.  Of  these  we  have  to  do  with  the  church 
in  its  various  forms,  commencing  with  the  earliest  preacher  in 
Washington  Township— Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  held  divine  services 
at  the  residence  of  John  Allen,  as  long  ago  as  i!^43.  Meetings 
were  held  the  same  year  at  the  cabins  of  Mr.  lienen  and  ^^r. 
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McManis,  but  our  informant  was  not  able  to  state  by  what 

denomination.  Revs.  Simons  and  Hoover,  ministers  of  the 
United  Brethcni  Clmrcli,  visited  the  settlements  early  in  the 
forties,  and  held  im-ftinLjs  in  school  houses  and  privalc  it  sifK-nres. 
These  meetings  a\\  '>kr  considerable  interest,  and  were  tlie  means 
of  leading  to  the  oig.uiization  of  a  small  society  about  the  year 
1846.  This  organization  flourished  apace,  and  among  its  mem- 
bers were  early  enrolled  many  of  the  first  settlers  of  Washing- 
ton and  Rutler  Townships.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Grider 
Chapel.  The  earliest  pastors  were  Revs.  Mr.  Simons,  Eli 
Hoover,  William  Ault,  and  later,  Eh  Seithman  and  John  Fetler- 
hoif.  In  1867  a  frame  house  of  worship,  3o.\40  feet  in  size, 
costing  the  sum  of  $900,  was  erected  on  land  donated  for  the 
purpose  by  John  Grider,  in  Section  24.  near  the  eastern  boun- 
s.  d:ir\  of  the  townsliip.  The  church  has  been  a  potent  factor  for 
good  in  the  connnunily,  and,  though  not  so  strong  in  numbers 
as  formerly,  still  has  an  active  membership,  composed  of  some 
of  the  best  citizens  of  Washington  and  adjoining  townships. 
The  officers  of  the  society  at  this  time  are:  George  Cline, 
Class  Leader:  David  Crane,  Steward;  William  York,  DaWd 
Crane  and  John  Grider,  Trustees.  Rev.  Mr.  Groves  is  the 
pastor  in  charge. 

The  Presbyterians  organized  a  church  in  this  township  a  num- 
ber of  years  ago,  and  erected  a  house  of  worship  on  what  is  known 
as  the  White  farm.  The  organization  was  kept  alive  for  some 
years,  and  at  one  time  enjoyed  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity. 
Owing  to  deaths,  removals  and  other  causes,  it  was  finally  disbanded. 
The  German  Baptists  or  Duiikards  ha\e  a  large  and  flourishing 
congregation  in  the  e.\treme  southern  part  of  the  township,  the  his- 
tory of  which  dates  from  about  the  year  1866.  It  is  the  principal 
point  on  the  Santa  Fe  Church  district,  which  was  formed  by  the 
division  of  the  Pipi  Creek  district,  in  the  above  year.  The  early 
meetings  were  held  at  the  residences  and  barns  of  the  different  mem- 
bers, by  John  E.  Shively,  Samuel  Murrav,  Godlove  Keller  and 
Abraham  Shepler.  When  the  division  was  made  John  E.  Shively 
was  chosen  Biship  of  the  new  district  and  preached  with  great 
acceptance  until  his  death.  John  P.  Wolf  succeeded  him  as  Bishop, 
and  about  the  same  time  N.  R.  Bowman  was  elected  preacher.  The 
other  preachers  who  ministi-red  to  the  church  from  time  to  time, 
were  P.  T.  Jenkins,  Joseph  Shepler  and  J.  J.  Fox,  the  last  named 
being  the  oldest  preacher  in  the  district  at  this  time.  Shortly  after 
the  division  took  place  the  church  decided  to  erect  a  house  of 
worship;  accordingly  a  plat  of  ground,  near  Pipe  Creek,  in  Sec- 
tion  34,  was  donated  by  William  Biggs,  and  before  the  close  of 
1866,  a  large  and  substantial  frame  building,  45x70  feet,  was 
ready  for  occupancy.    This  is  one  of  the  largest  church  editices 
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in  ACami  County,  and  will  comfortably  accommodate  an  audience 
of  a  thousand  persons.  The  orij^inal  memhershiji  of  the  conLjre- 
gation  numbered  about  Ii8.  It  is  not  so  strong  at  this  time,  the 
present  membership  being  about  76.  The  foUpwing  is  the  official 
status  of  die  socie^  at  this,  viz:  First  degree  preachers,  John 
S.  Bohn  and  Moms  Dillman;  second  degree,  Jacob  J.  Fox  and 
D.  B.  Wolf  TX  .u  lis,  Jacob  Ray,  William  Austine,  Henrj'  Aus- 
tine,  GeorLCe  Cunniiinhnm  and  W^illiam  Hosteller;  Treasurer  and 
Ck  rk,  Henry  Ausiine:  Directors,  Morris  Dillman,  Henry  Austine 
and  William  Hosteller.  The  church  has  a  meeting  place  at  the 
village  of  Waupecong,  Clay  Township,  where  services  are  hekl 
at  regular  intervals. 

There  have  been  few  manufacturing  enterprises  of  any  kind  in 
WashiiiLJton  Township,  owinf^  to  its  close  proximitv  to  Peru  and 
other  manufacturing^  centers.  Sonu-time  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
forties,  a  Mr.  Blood  built  a  saw-nuil  on  Little  Pipe  Creek,  near  the 
central  part  of  the  township,  which  was  in  operation  a  number  of 
years.  It  received  its  motive  power  from  the  waters  of  the  creek,  and 
was  extensively  patronized.  The  last  owner  was  George  Davis.  A 
saw -mill  was  Iniih  on  Bi<^  Pipe  Creek,  in  Section  33,  as  early  as  tS  j8  <ir 
'49,  b\' John  I'la^Li-  It  passed  throu<^h  the  hands  of  various  j\it  tics, 
and  ceased  operations  a  number  of  years  ago.  Sylvester  Kirkpat- 
rick  was  the  last  proprietor.  There  have  been  at  different  times, 
steam  saw-mills  in  operation  in  the  township,  and  the  lumber  business 
was  formerly  an  important  industry.  Several  parties  in  the  last  few 
years  have  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  drain  tile,  an 
enterjirise  w  hich  has  jiroved  quite  reniunerati\  e.  Atthistiiiu-  llu  rc 
is  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  an  improved  picket  wire  fence, 
in  successful  operation  on  the  Strawtown  Pike,  near  the  central 
part  of  the  township,  and  a  large  jelly  factory  and  hydraulic  cider 
press,  operated  on  an  extensive  scale  by  Mr.  Mosely.  The  Cole 
IVewerv  in  South  Pei  u  is  one  of  the  larjjest  and  most  successful 
establishments  of  the  kintl  in  the  wStati*.  Thi*  buildings  are  substan- 
tially constructed  and  supplied  w  ith  the  modern  appliances  for  the 
manufacture  of  beer,  and  the  capacity  is  excelled  by  that  of  few 
brewing  establishments  in  the  West. 

There  are  several  burial  places  in  Washington  Township,  one 
of  the  oldest  of  which  is  the  Wickler  graveyard,  in  Section  15. 
One  of  the  first  persons  buried  in  this  place  was  a  child  of  Robert 
Love,  which  was  carried  to  the  grave  on  horseback,  by  Mr. 
Miller.  Mr.  Love,  himself,  was  also  buried  here  in  an  early  day. 
The  Rankin  graveyard,  in  Section  34,  on  the  Bearss  land,  was  con- 
secrated to  the  burial  of  the  dead  many  years  ago,  and  among  the 
first  persons  laid  to  rest  therein  were  Mrs.  Harter  and  Caleb 
Adams.  The  Haws  graveyard,  near  Pipe  Creek,  is  an  old  bury- 
ing ground.    The  following  were  among  the  early  interments:  A 
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Mr.  Haws,  Mr.  Larimer  and  the  chtklren  ol  David  Hockman. 
<*  The  first  marriage  in  the  township  was  that  of  Patrick  Col- 


Lawrence,  the  following  year,  who  was  probably  the  Hrst  white 
child  born  in  the  township.  The  first  death  is  supposed  to  have 
been  that  o£  John  Hunt,  winch  occurred  February,  1842."  Abra- 
ham Bilheimer,  who  came  to  the  country  in  an  early  day,  was  one 
of  the  first  mechanics  of  the  township.  He  settled  on  the  Straw- 
town  road,  in  Section  7;  and  worked  at  the  cabinetmaker's  trade 
during  the  early  settlement  of  the  county.  John  Allen,  who  located 
near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  township,  early,  worked  at 
the  trade  of  wagon-making.  A  sad  occurrence  in  the  township  was 
the  death,  many  years  ago,  of  Conrad  Haws,  killed  by  lightning. 
The  only  town  in  Washington  Township  is  South  Peru,  a  suburb 
of  the  city  of  Peru  lying  just  across  the  river  from  the  latter.  It 
has  a  population  of  a  couple  of  hundred,  the  majority  of  whom  find 
employment  in  the  main  city.  Here  is  locatetl  the  mammoth  brew- 
ing establishment  of  Omer  Cole,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  suc- 
cessful enterprises  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  There  are,  besides, 
several  shops,  a  couple  of  saloons  and  a  saw-mill  in  South  Peru,  but 
the  history  of  the  place  is  closely  identified  with  that  of  the  city. 


CHARLES  L.  ARMSTRONG  was  born  December  14, 
1833,  in  Highland  County,  Virginia,  the  only  son  of  James  and 
Mariah  (Hiner)  Armstrong,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
j^iiiia,  resjpectively.  They  emigrated  to  Miami  County  and  settled 
at  Peru  m  1846.  Charles  L.  was  reared  on  a  form,  receiving 
a  common  school  education.  In  1858  he  was  married  to  Mary 
C.  Leas,  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  who  died  in  1870  or 
1871.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Laura,  Jesse 
and  Claude.  He  was  again  united  in  marriage  in  April,  1874, 
to  Mrs.  R.  A.  Renune  varoe,  a  native  of  \^i^hington  County, 
Virginia.  He  now  owns  land  adjoimng  Peru,  and  his  principal 
business  is  dairy  farming.  His  politics  are  Republican,  and  he 
affiliates  with  the  Masonic  Order. 

JOHN  CLIFTON,  Sr.,  a  native  of  .Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  was  born  February  2,  1826.  He  is  the  fourth  son  of 
Henry  and  Rhoda  (Nichols^  Clifton,  natives  of  Virginia,  and 
of  English  and  Dutch  origin.  They  emigrated  to  Ohio  in 
1808  or  1809.  John  Clifton  was  reared  in  Dayton,  recdving  an 
education  at  the  common  schools.  When  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  learned  brick-making,  and  December  24,  1844,  was  united  in 


To  this  couple  was  born  a  son. 
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marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Addis,  a  native  lA  MMamppi,  but 
who  was  reared  in  Kentucky.  To  them  these  children  were 
bom:  George,  John  and  Amos.  They  located  in  Peru,  Miami 
County,  April,  1855.  In  1862  he  entered  his  country's  service 
in  the  29th  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  out  in  1863. 
He  now  holds  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  politically  is  a  RepuUican. 

ISAAC  CRANE,  a  native  ol  Warren  County,  Ohio,  was  bom 
near  Lebanon,  January  26^  181 1,  the  eldest  son  of  Abner  and  Huldah  ' 
(Robertson)  Crane,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio.  The  subject 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  County-;  came  to  Miami  Count}' 
in  1843,  and  located  in  Washington  Township,  having  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  1840,  at  five  dollars  per  acre.  He  was  married  in 
1863,  to  Miss  Margaret  J.  (Logan)  James,  of  Ohio.  He  owns 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington,  and  120  in  Clay  Township. 
He  is  an  anti-mason  and  is  opposed  to  absolute  prohibition.  When 
youn^  he  received  a  common  school  education,  and  in  later  years 
has  been  grasping  for  a  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  natural  philos- 
ophy. 

JOSEPH  S.  GORDON  was  bom  in  Frederick  Count}, 
Maryland,  July  3,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(McClain)  Gordon,  natives  of  Maryland.    Our  subject  received 

his  early  training  on  a  farm  in  Maryland,  and  received  a  common 
school  education.  Came  to  Miami  County  in  1861,  and  located  in 
Washington  Township.  In  1862  lie  entered  the  army  in  the 
Eighty-seventh  Regiment  of  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  mustered 
in,  in  t86$.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamaugua,  Mis- 
sion Ridge  and  Atlanta.  Was  married  on  January  22,  1867,  to 
Miss  Anna  M.  Snider,  of  Burks  Count\-,  Pennsylvania,  a  union 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  two  children — Charles  Albert,  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1870,  and  Howard  O.,  born  December  6,  1878.  Mr.  Gor- 
don owns  eighty  acres  of  land  located  live  miles  from  Peru,  which 
is  well  improved.   He  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 

CHRISTOPHER  C.  H AUKS,  a  native  of  Germany,  was 
born  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1848,  and  is  the  sixth  son  of  Chris- 
topher and  Margaret  Hauks,  natives  of  Germany.  The  parents 
came  to  Miami  County  in  1846,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Washing- 
ton Township.  The  father  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  1875. 
The  mother  died  in  1846.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
now  owns  113  acres  of  well  improved  land  and  is  a  practical  faurmer. 
In  August,  1863,  he  voluntiu  red  his  services  to  his  country,  and 
entered  the  service  in  the  87th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  with  which  he 
served  until  mustered  out  June  10,  1865.  He  was  wounded  at 
Chickamaugua,  and  returned  to  his  farm  in  1865.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried, September  4,  z866,  to  Miss  Rh<)da  Jameson,  of  Jefferson  Town- 
ship.  Her  death  occurred  February  4,  1880.   To  this  union  were 
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born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  N.,  Mattie, 
Frank  A.  and  Elmer  £. ;  and  John  P.  and  an  infant,  deceased.  He 
was 'again  married,  June  2,  1881,  to  Miss  EUa  Bell,  a  native  of 

Jefferson  County,  Indiana.    Mr.  Hauks  is  a  Democrat. 

ALFRED  I.  JONES  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born 
June  1,  1830.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  William  M.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Wood)  Jones,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  They  left  North 
Carolina  in  ihc  early  part  of  1833  and  located  in  Rush  County, 
where  they  remained  until  1852,  and  then  came  to  Miami 


reared  on  the  farm,  and  secured  a  fair  education.    He  is  the 

owner  of  113  acres  of  land.  He  was  married  in  the  sprinf^  of 
1853  to  Miss  Marv  Jameson,  a  native  of  Ketituckv,  whose  father 
came  to  Miami  County  in  an  earl}-  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones 
are  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  fiving.  Their 
names  are:  Martha,  William  H.,  Frances,  Emma  and  Mary,  living, 
and  Amanda  and  an  infant,  deceased. 

WILLIAM  McGREW,  a  native  of  Washmjrton  County, 
Maryland,  was  born  the  loth  of  April,  1813,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Sarah  (Huckvvell  )  McGrew,  both  naUves  of  Maryland.  They 
emigrated  to  Montgomery  County  in  18x9*  The  mother  died  in 
1820^  and  the  father  in  1852.  William  McGrew  received  his  early 
training  on  a  farm  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  On  the  4th  of 
April,  1838,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Cramer,  who  was  bom 
in  Huntington  County,  Pennsylvania.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGrew 
were  born  eii^ht  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Francis, 
Henry,  William  li.  and  Uraniah.  Mr.  McGrew  has  nineteen  grand- 
children and  two  great-grand-children.  Mr.  McGrew  possesses 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  Township,  where  he  located  in 
1852.  IK  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presb3rterian  Church  at  Peru, 
a  Ro\  al  Arch  Mason,  and  a  Democrat. 

John  a.  MELCIIERwas  born  in  (iermany.  May  1,  1845. 
and  is  a  son  of  John  A.  Melcher,  who  emigrated  to  Cleveland 
in  1846.  The  subject  was  reared  and  educated  there  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  afterwards  entered  a  college  at  that  place,  and 
in  1865,  came  to  Peru,  where  he  engaged  m  dgar-makin^;.  He 
ran  a  factory  at  Michigan  City  for  about  two  years.  In  1880,  he 
started  a  saloon  and  billiard  hall.  In  November,  1867,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Liddie  J.  Holman,  daughter  of  Solomon  Hol- 
man,  an  old  settler  of  Miami  County.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  six  children,  whose  names  are,  SoL  A.,  Author 
E.,  Willie,  Emma,  Lottie  and  Jessie.  Mr.  M.  is  a  member  of 
the  Inde[)endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also  a  staunch 
Republican. 

ORLANDO  MOSELEY,  a  native  of  Washington  Township, 
bom  April  8,  1851,  and  is  the  youngest  of  seven  sons  born  to  £ben 
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and  Mariah  (Bush )  Moscley,  natives  respectively  of  Coniieciicut 
and  New  York.  Eben  AiCoseley,  the  father,  came  to  Miami  County 
about  1844,  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  -  was 
bom  in  1799  and  died  in  1876.   The  mother  is  still  living.  Our 

subject  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  now  owns  t6o  acres  of  well- 
improved  land  in  Washington  'i'ownship.  Was  married  April  7. 
iij72,  to  Miss  Sarah  Bohn,  daughter  of  John  Bohn  ^deceased of 
Washington  Town^ip.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mosetey  are  Uie  parents  of 
two' children — John  and  Ida.  Mr.  Moseley  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  "  Excelsior fencing  machine,  the  patent  for  which 
is  applied  for.  Mr.  Moseley  is  a  Republican,  and  is  identified  with 
the  ^lasonic  fraternity. 

FREDERICK  RADEL,  a  native  of  Gerniany,  was  born 
May  15,  18 1 5.  He  came  direct  from  the  place  of  his  birth  to 
Peru,  Indiana,  in  1846,  where  he  located  and  worked  in  a 
warehouse  for  about  eight  years.  He  is  a  shoemaker  by  trade. 
In  the  wnr  1862  he  located  on  a  farm  of  eightv  acres,  in  Wash- 
ington I'ownship.  In  October,  1837,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Beck,  of  Germany,  to  which  union  si.\  children  have 
been  bom,  viz:  Elizabeth  Tracy  (deceased),  Frank,  Adam, 
Fred,  Frances  and  Peter.  His  wife  died  in  November,  1877. 
He  and  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are 
strong  believers  of  that  faith.  In  political  affairs  he  adheres  to 
the  teachings  of  the  Democratic  party. 

jONAIi  SULLIVAN  is  a  native  of  Mason  County  Kentucky, 
bom  June  30, 1817,  the  third  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  (Bennett) 
Sullivan,  also  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  whose  ancestors  were  Irish 
and  German,  respectively.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  our  subject  left 
his  native  State  for  Favette  County,  Ohio,  in  company  with  his 
mother,  his  father  having  dieil  iti  1820.  The\'  located  on  a  farm, 
he  receiving  a  fair  common  school  education.  They  remained  in 
Ohio  until  1841,  and  then  came  to  Peru,  having  purchased  land  in 
Miami  Couniy  in  1840.  He  now  owns  340  acres  in  Miami  and 
Wabash  Counties.  He  was  married  in  July,  1841,  to  Miss  Louisa 
Smith,  of  Ohio,  to  which  union  six  children  were  born:  William. 
Sarah  E.,  James  L.,  George  and  Lvman  B.  This  wife  clird  in 
1862,  and  in  1863,  he  was  again  married  to  Lizzie  A.  Cox,  a  nati\  c 
of  Ohio,  to  whom  one  child  Was  born,  named  John  M.  Mr.  Sulli- 
van and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  politically  he 
is  a  Republican. 

WILLIAM  A.  SUTTON,  a  native  of  Champaign  County, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  1843,  the  second  son 
of  John  D.  and  Mary  (Long)  Sutton,  of  Westmoreland  Couniy, 
Virginia,  who  went  to  Pennsylvania  in  1847,  and  came  to  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  in  1848,  and  established  themselves  on  a  farm 
where  the  subject  grew  to  manhood.   In  x86x  he  answered  to  the 
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country's  first  call  for  volunteers  and  entered  the  13th  Indiana 
Regiment.    He  was  mustered  out  in  four  years  and  six  months — 

in  the  fall  of  1865.  Was  wounded  in  the  at  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  In  1867  he  and  Miss  Rebecca  Kesltr,  dauj^htur  of  Joseph 
and  Kancv  Kesler,  were  married,  which  mania<,ri'  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  six  children,  viz:  Minnie  M.,  Charles  II.,  David, 
Ursula,  Edith  and  John.  Was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Cor- 
oner in  1876  on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  did  not  make  out  a  bond. . 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
Masonic  fraternitw  and  in  politics  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 

ALEXANDER  B.  WICKLER  was  born  in  Washington 
Township,  January  7,  1851,  and  is  llic  youngest  son  of  Peter  and 
Barbara  (Keller)  Wickler,  of  Germany,  who  came  from  Ohio  to  this 
township  about  1838,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers.  Our  subject 
received  his  primary  instructions  in  life  while  living  on  a  farm,  and 
recei\  ed  a  cotnmon  school  education.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of 
320  acres  of  tine  farminL,^  land  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  culti\ ation.  In  S<  |nriiiber,  1875,  he  married  Miss  Rebecca 
A.  Ford,  of  Ohio,  and  to  ihcm  have  been  born  three  children,  viz: 
Ora,  Georgia  and  Mary.  In  political  matters  he  advocates  the 
Republican  doctrine,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

AZRO  WILKINSON  is  a  native  of  Allen  Township,  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  and  was  born  January  20,  1856,  the  youngest  son 
of  Anderson  and  Martha  i  Bund  )  Wilkinson,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father  located  in  Miami  County,  in 
1836,  and  is  now  living  in  Allen  Tg^vnship.  Our  subject  received 
a  common  school  education,  and  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty* 
one  worked  on  the  farm.  He  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness  with  Ovis  Case,  at  Macy,  in  1879.  :\m]  continued  until  1884. 
Two  vears  previous  to  1879  he  was  railroad  agent  at  Macv.  In 
1883,  while  in  business,  he  came  to  Peru,  and  was  Deputy  County 
Treasurer  under  E.  Humrickhouse,  deceased,  and  also  occupied  the 
same  position  under  J.  C.  Clymer.  United  with  Miss  Ella  Lam- 
bert in  marriage,  November  20,  1879,  whom  were  bom  three 
children:  Josephine,  Glenn  A.  and  Constance.  Belongs  to  the 
Masonic  and  T.  O.  O.  F.  Fraternities,  having  represented  the  local 
Odd  Fel!(>\\  s'  Lodge  in  the  Cirand  J^odgi'  of  the  State  on  two  occa- 
sions,   in  matters  political  he  is  Democratic. 

GEORGE  W.  WILSON  came  to  Miami  County  in  1834 
from  Cass  County,  where  he  was  born  August  16,  1832.  He 
was  the  second  son  bom  to  Alexander  and  Matilda  (Thorp) 
Wilson,  respective  natives  of  Indiana  and  Maine,  and  who  were 
of  Scottish  descendancv.  The  father  located  in  Pennsvlvania  in 
1834,  ^^"'^^  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Had  repre- 
sentai  his  counUr  in  the  Legislature  several  years  ago.  He  was 
a  sutler  in  the  Mexican  war,  having  gone  out  in  1846,  and  was 
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killed  three  days  after  peace  was  declared.  Our  subject  was 
reared  in  Peru,  where  he  received  a  common  school  education. 

His  vocation  has  been  farming  and  dairying,  and  owns  115  acres 
in  W.ishington  Township.  In  November,  1857,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Rettig,  and  six  childi  iii  have  been  born  to  them, 
v\iiose  names  are  Alexander  R.,  Frank,  Louis,  Edward,  Mary 
and  Elizabeth.  Was  once  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Wash- 
ington Township,  and  was  once  Township  Trustee  by  ,  appoint- 
ment, and  in  the  spring  of  1886  was  elected  to  the  ofnce  on  the 
Republican  ticket. 
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